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The Biſh of Japan arrives. at N 
Cie 25 from the 


One of * . — Embaſſadors makes his Eſcape. 
Preparations to receive the ot 2 t Honour. 
A r Earthquake. The  Embaſſador ill 
created <7 Taxcoſama, and the War i in Corey renew'd. 

of Princeſs Maxencs, Siſter to King of hs. 
A A ons — Tais d agaiaſt thee | Chiriſtinns. 
The Ciufes of this Perſecution. The Religidus of dg, 
Francis aecusd by a Traytor. The valn Imprudenta af 


2 Spanifh Captain. The Religious impriſond. Father 
Loy 


Organtin deſires to be of chat Number. F 
under 3 All the Ohriſtium 


2457 7 ther Baptiſ''s und Father Orpanrie's  edify- 


Letters. 0 Veondone prepares hiinſelf to dis. 
admirab r of he — of Mar 

and other Chriſtians. The heroical Cou. 

rage of ſome Chriſtian Ladies, and ſeveral young Chil- 
dren. Tegen declares he did nor head the 

leſuites in the Sentence of Death. Six Religious of 
St. Francis, Three Jeſuites, and Thirteen Chriſtians con- 


demand to be crucified. Orders are given to the Go- 
A 2  vergour 


hers 


-. 


vernour of Nangaſu ui to cru the Priſoners They 


9 . e e - . 

miniouſſy tiv che Streers vf Ae e and Seco, 

2 ſo conduct them to ae Father Comiſ- 
writes to the Rene of t "oy e Fa- 


ed of aho;Spoiory? Priſpners. Diſcoygle: 
between Father Pp mo? got Father R guex. 
The Twenty ed te the Race of , "== 
cution and 4 Brother James Riſſai's Devotion. 
Brother Paul Michi 's Zeal, Birt A worth and Har- 
rangue from the "Crofs. The re Qualities of Bro- 
ther John de Gotto. The admirable Conſtancy of ſome 
young Children. The  Deagh of - Nate Commiſſary 
and his Companions. 
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Dehne 


beats: che War in Corey. A new. „ Embaſſy - 
from the. P&i/; The e Edict again 
the Jeſuites. wy Biſhop. f. Japax and ſome other 
= - Fathers die. The Chaſtians urches demoliſh'd. 
| Eleven , Jefuites ſent to China. Two Recollects ar- 
rive at Japan from the Phulippins. Taycoſama falls ſick.” 
1 He ſtudies to ſecure the Empire for his Son. He com- 
mands to rank him amongſt the Gods. His Death 
and Funerals. A Diviſion happens amongſt the Re- 
gents of the Empire. The Jeſuites-perſecuted at Nar- 
gaſagai and Firando. They convert ſeveral thouſand 
Idolaters. Tausqſama rank amongſt the Gods. The 
Queen of Omaras Death. A League amongſt the nine 
Covernours againſt Defſama. Troubles in the 
Kingdom of Nm What Danger the Jeſuites were in. 
Don N tragical End. His Elogium and Funerals. 


vo | They 


They put to Death his only Son. Difuſam diſtri- 

e Kingdoms amongſt the Lane of his Party. 
New troubles in Xizo. The Chriſtians perſecuted àt 
Fingo. Dayfuſama takes the Name of s and begins 
a new Ferſecution. The State of the Society in Japan 
The two noble Japanians' Don John and Don Snom 
both martyr'd. The Lady Jane Don Simon's Mother, 
Agnes his Spouſe, Magdalen Don Jobs's Lady, and 
Lewis his Son all martyr'd. The Cavalier that be- 
headed Don John converted. 123 
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The Thirteenth Book. 


2 The CONTENTS. 3 
17 0 Heiz E lig een ot A 1 ban "2408 1 
The Poſture of the Church and State in Japan. New 
Fer ſecutions rais'd by Taraæaba Governour of Nanga- 
[aqai, . The admirable Conſtancy of a young Chriſtian 
Gentleman. A memorable Example of Piety in three. 


Children to their Mother. The Cala makes himſelf _ 


Maſter af the Empire. The flouriſhing Condition of. 
the Church in Ju. The indiſereet Vanity of ſome: 
Spaniards. Great Honour paid to the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment at Mang aſaqui. The three Gifacques put in Pri- 
ſon. Their Letter to the Provincial of the ſeſuite 
Joachim and blind Damien die. The Life and Death 
of Princeſs Maxenca. The Biſhop of Japan viſits the. 
C ubo. Troubles at Meaco and Ozacs. | ather Alexan- 
der Valignan dies. A Tempeſt; laid by a Vow to the 
bleſſed Virgin, Father Provincial viſits. the. Empe- 


rgur, and, is. kigdly receiv d. A Deſcription, Jets 
the Capital of the Empire. The Father gocs thither, 
to viſit the Xu The Gifacques Priſon. The Con- 
ſtancy of a. Chriſtian, burnt alive. A Strife between, 
two who. ſhould ſuffer Death. The Japonians 925780 


culous 


'eulous Superſtitions. The Martyrdom of a brave Ca- 
valier call'd Leo. The Gifiacqzes and their Children 


put to Death. Three other Priſoners of Quality put 


to Death for the Faith. A Sea Battle between the 
Portugueſe and Japonians. The Co and Prince Fi- 

deyori have an Interview. The Zeal of a little Child 
of four Lears of Age. Father Ito Mantio Head of the 

Japonian Embaſſy to Rome, dies. 


The Fourteenth Book. 
The CONTENTS. 


The Occaſions of this new Perſecution againſt the Chri- 
ſtians, and how the Emperour baniſh'd them from 
his Court. The admirable Conſtancy of ſome great 
Lords baniſh'd for their Faith. Two Brothers deſire 
extremely to ſuffer Martyrdom. The invincible Cou- 
rage of ſome Chriſtian Ladies. Prince Johns Death. 
The King of Arima his Son barbaroufl perſecutes 
the poor Chriſtians. He baniſhes the ſeſuites out of 
his Dominions. The ' admirable Reſolution of the 
Chriſtians of Arima, and particularly in ſome Children. 
They erect a Confraternity of Martyrs. The famous 
Captain Thomzs with his Wife and Children put to 
Death for the Faith. The perfidious King of Arima 
having procur'd his Father's Death, murthers his two 
Brothers. The admirable Conſtancy of Princeſs Juſt 
Mother to theſe two Children. The Chriſtians per- 
ſecuted at Arima and Jeuo. Eight Chriſtians con- 
demn'd by the King of Arima to be butnt by à flow 
Fire for the Faith. All Religious banifh'd from Meaco, 
Fuximi, and Ozars: The Chriſtians of "Meaco's noble 
' Reſolutions. The Emperour's Edict againſt the Chri- 
ſtians. Martyrs of the Church of Firox ima, Bungo, 


Facata, 
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1, C and Fingo. The Perſecution renew'd 
Facnta, en, ng . 


in Ar ims- Father | Lewis Cerquerias Biſhop 


dies. + The great Fervour: of the G of . 


Chriſtians baniſh'd out of and 
Le the Reſt, Jaſfo Ucondowo and his Pine He 
arrives at Manila, and is honourably receiv'd by the 
Governour. His Death and Funerals. New Tortures in- 
vented againſt the Chriſtians of Arima and ver e 
The Perſecution ceaſes for a Time. 


The Fifteenth Bock. 
The CONTENTS. 


The Emperour makes War, againſt Prince Fidejor# and 
beſieges him in Ozacs. He defends himfelf and raifes 
** iege. 1 beſieges him a ſecond Time and 
a tra — Aecident makes himſelf Maſter of the 
? CE. e Fideyori diſappears. The Caboſams's 
Death. Reflexions upon the State of the- Church in 
Japan. The Miſfioners Emp N in Time of Perſe- 
cution. 4. 4 0 — _e an n Ele 
| n diiputes ONZES. 
= 4 Cid gives Relations of what Tres he 
ſuffet'd for as Faith. Divers Combats on Account of 
Religion, The Martyrdom of Brother Leonard Ra 
e noche n Pere Denſe" and wie 
ui, Bro e Fermanaez „ and What 
A Chriſtians endur'd in N Priſons. TWo Per- 
ns of Quality martyr'd. ' Fifty two \Clirifftans burnt 


alive at -Meaco, The memorable Actions of ſome of 
theſe Martyrs, Ignatius "Xiquithron dolles e to. 
r cuti 


burnt. Tlie Miffioners Eugloy 5 e Fe | 
The invineible Courage of a C caffe lia: 


in his Torments. Five Chriſtians _— in Bagen. 
Several 


- 


| Several others martyr'd at Nangaſaqui. The Mar- 
tyrdom of | a noble Cavalier calld Les Monde Rifibye. 
Several Remarkable Effects of Grace in divers Coun- 
tries. . wonderful Conſtancy of a Child tormen- 
ted b Apoſtat Father. Taachin and his Wife 
Ann ym far advanc'd in Years are both martyr'd. 
ITI The Xogwne's new. Edicts againſt Chrittians. / Two 
Religious, the one of St. Franc, the other of: St. 
Domenich's Dade _ Nu ads and Sr N 


ſtians beheaded. 


The Sixteenth Book. 


The; CONTENT 8. 


Twenty one Rel eligious and thirty, Secular put to Death 
for ** Fun, Father Spinola's Harangue before he 
1 bur The admirable Conſtancy of a young 
Child o bas Years old. An Epitome! of Father Spi- 

nola and Father Qaimaras's Lives. Anthony Sanga and 
his two Children martyr'd. Eight aber Religious 

and fix Seculars P ut to Death at Omura. The noble 
1225 ancy : of —f Chriſtian Ladies. The Martyr- 
dom of Father Camillus Conſtantius Jeſuite. An Ac- 
count of ſeveral other Martyrs. The ſtrange Cou- 
rage of a yg. Child. Father Paul Naver Jeſuite 
put in Priſon is Conference with the Tons. He's 
9 rd with three more Companions. The true State 
of the Japonian Monarchy. A new Perſecution. Fifty 
' Chriſtians burnt alive at Jedo, An Epitome of the 
Lives of Father e * elis and Brother Simon 
2 A Per 7 un in Maſſamune s Coun- 
onment of Father James Caravail 
Jabs Bea and that of his - Companions. 
An Wie af 18 . T 8 Anus Death "5 
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Conſtancy. * Embaſſ ** from the Governour 755 
Philippi to the new Xogune. All Strangers baniſh'd - 

out of Japan. Some Che ſiſtian Ladies of Figen and 
Firando tormented and put to Death. A whole Fami- 
ly in the Iſland of I . — * — to Death for the Faith. 

[ſabells Damien the ther, Beafyix his Spouſe, 

and their four Children all put to > Death The Paſh- 
on of Mary Widow to John Sunamote and her Children. 
with weral other Perſons 0 New ih ' memorable © 

Action of a young Chriſtian. Another Father Caravalle 
f the Society and ſome more Religious igious put ro Death. 
An AbſtraQ of Father Cardvaille's" Life. i a 
BOS TAY er Oe, 9 to Death. 
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The state of the Church a 40d Edi be of 11 * Janes 
Cairi, Caius a Coreyan, Organtin 12 his Wk all burnt 
| by a flow Fire. 57 o. Chriſtians put in Priſon. 
| A Lady of Quality put to Death by her Relations. 
Thirty two Chriſtians 1 alive. Fifty more behead- 
ed. Nine Religious of the Society talen and burnt 
by a ſlow Fire. An Epitome of the Lives of 23 

rancis Pacieco Provincial of the Jeſuits, Father 


Baptiſt Zola, Father Baltazar de Torres * their . 


. 00 who were all mar rd.” The Priſoners of XI. 

: nabira convert” their Guards. The Death and noble 

f Exploit of Father Tohn B45 th, 43 Jeſuite. An E- 

5 5 2 Father Gaſpar” 4 aſtro's Life. Cruelties 
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aus. The inyvigcible Conſtancy. f.two young Chtilti- 
408. They 585 them ccc ly at 88 and 
Chico en. Horrible Cruelties us'd to Perſons of Qua- 
lity. New Torments inflicted on the Chriſtians of 

Aria and Arima. Some memorable Exploits of hn 


Children. The marvelous Conſtancy of an old Man. 


of Seventy two Yeats of Age., T riſtians dipp'd: 


in the Sea in the middle of Winter. hey carry o- 
thers to the hot burning Waters of Usgen. Several 
young Chriſtian Ladies and others horribly tormen- 
ted. Ten Chriſtians dipp'd in the hot Baths of A 
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Several: Chriſtans of. Quality put to Death for the Faith: 


They, behead a Boy of - Years. old, and a Girl of 

one. Simon Facafuxiass Martyrdom. Some Gentlemen. 
of the Court with their Wives and: Children die coura- 
giouſly for JeſusChriſt, A new Perſecution rais d atNan- 


gaſaqui againſt the Chriſtians. Some admirable Examples 


of Fidelity and Conſtancy. Father Iſcida of the Society 


and: three — of St. Auſtin” s Order put in 8 
a- 


| Father Hias Letter of his Tmprifotithedt!: Soltie 8 
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ther N taken Priſoners. Father Leides Tor. 
ments and Death. James Macaximi, and Mary his 
Mother endure the Fire with Conſtancy. Aparhe - 
his Wife grows diſeonſolate becauſe” ſhe is not con- 
demr'd to the ſame Torment. Her three Children 
put to Death with Leo their Grandfather: -'Seventy 
three Chriſtians martyr'd at Om. The Chriſtians 
of Jacar tormented divers Ways. New Torments in- 
vented: by the Tyrants. Unkeard of Cruelties exer- 
cis d on little Children. Fiſty Chriſtians eruelly tor- 
mented at Ximabara.”' Five Apoſtates acknowledge 
their Fault and die Martyrs. God's : Judgment -upoh. 
the Tyrant Bag endono. | — l 


The Twentieth Book. 
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The CONTENTS... 


The Xogave Emperour dies. A new. Torment tcy'd up- 


on the Chriſtians. Father Anthony Giarmon and ſome 
other Jeſuites put to Death; Several Japonian Jeſuites. 
burat alive, or conden H to the Pit. Father Bennet 


| Fernandez and ſome other Religious hung in the Pit 


with their Heads downward. The Martyrdom of 
Father 4 and two other | Jeſuits. Father Jalian 
Nicaurs of the Society of Jeſus, of the Blood Royal, 


and one of the four Embaſſadours to Rome, hung in 


the Pit and dies for the Faith. Four more Jeſuites. 


executed with him. The admirable Death of Father 


Cauras Provincial of the Jeſuites, and Adminiſtrator: 
of the Biſhoprick.. The glorious Martyrdom of Fa- 
ther Sebaſtian Vieira and five more of his Companions. 
Father Vieira's edifying Letters. The Xogaze ſtartled! 
by reading the Father's Writings. Father James = 
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= Marcellus Francis Maſtrilli. St. Francis | Xaveriss 


"works a ſtrange Miracle in his Perſon. The admirable 
Vertues of Father Caſe a Japonian. A Revolt of the 


Chriſtians at Arima. N * Embaſſadors 


'- beheaded at Nanga/aque.. glorious. Martyrdom 
of Father Anthony _ and dur more of his Com- 
panions. An Epitome of his Liſe, and that of Father 
. 2 Po m_ — ames er po; 
Ant 49*9, a ather Francis Marguez.' The 
of an Apoſta 2 
rand. to Father * 2 Ihe Emperor's Death. The 
Marty rdom of ag Apoltate 3 "AT "_—_ 
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ein and Death . 
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OPE Pius the fifth, hearing by the Ring of Portugal, | 
and the Fathers of the r of Jeſus, & — "ares 4 
and vaſt Progreſs of Chriſtian Religion in Japan, be. Japan. 
fore the late Edict of Taycoſama, and withall inform'd 
of what hard Neceſſity they were under, for want 
of Biſhops to conſecrate Priefts, and adminiſter the 
Holy Sacrament of Confirmation to new Converts; was pleasd 
to appoint three Fathers of the Society, to take Care of that 
Infant Church. The firſt of theſe was Father Oviedo, then Pa- 
triarch of Æthiepia. This holy Man reaping little other Ad- 
vantage in his Miſſion, beſides Injuries and Affronts; it was 
thought convenient to remove him from that Poſt; and in Ef- 
fect the holy Father wrote to him on the firſt of F 1566. 
to take upon him the Government of the Church of Japan; 
but theſe Orders were worded in a Way more of entreating, 
than commanding ; for in the main, the whole Matter was 
left entirely to his own A The holy Prelate repre- 
| | ſented - 


* 


2 The Hiſtory of tbe Church of JAPAN. 
| ſented to him his Difficulty of abandoning the Flock, which 
God had committed- to his Charge; that he hop'd, Thin 
would ſuddainly be. accomodated, and thoſe. rebellious... Pi 
begin to open their Eyes to Truth; that till then, he had la- 
bour'd with incredible Pains, ta cultivate that wild Vineyard, 
and if now he deſerted it, all the Fruit of his Labours would 
be loſt, and over and above, himſelf alſo muſt fall a Victim to 
the dahgmetans, who to be ft 8 & this. Advan- 
tage to his Ruin. The Pontif, who wa — acquainted 
with the Sanctity of the Patriarch, eaſily furrendred to his Rea- 
ſons. He remain'd then in AÆrhiopia, and died there, worn 
out with Hardſhips and Labours, in the Year 1597. > 
The Pope nanr'd- afterwards in his Place one Father Melchior. 
He was conſecrated at Goa, but going to Macao a Town in 
China juſt as he was upon the Point of imbarking for Japan, 
Heaven took him oo of this Life. His Holineſs thereapen | 
nominated. à third call'd Schaßien Morales, then Provincial of 
the Society in Portugal. He was conſecrated. at Lisbon, and 
parted the ſame Vear ſor Japan. But the Ship that carried 
him, being oblig'd to winter at Mozambic, what with the Fa- 
tigues of his Voyage, and what with the noxious Air of the 
Coun this relate alſo. was ſuddainly carried off. | 
The News of ids Death being brought to Roms, his Holi- 
neſs ſubſtituted in his Place one Father Martinex, then Pro- 
vinciat of the Indies, and at the ſame Time gave him for Suc- 
ceſſor Father Lewis de Cerquiera, then Maſter of Divinity at 
Ebora, The firſt of theſe Mas conſecrated at G, the latter 
at Lisbon, where he alſo imbark'd that ſame Vear 1594. for 
| the Indies. 5 gilt, to ond Has DOB V5 
| Whilſt Father Martinez laꝝ waiting at Gon for an Opportusity 
| to paſs: over into Japan, to: viſit the Flock committed to. his. 
Charge, Father Alexander” Valignan: arrived thete with Letters 
from Taycoſoma to the Vice-Roy, to know of him, whether he 
had ſent ſuch a Father, in Quality of his Embaſſador, to- 
Japan? The Biſhop believing: this a favourable! Occaſion of paſ- 
| fing into the Country, and the Vice-Roy cloſing with him in 
| the ſame Opinion, the Anſwer was put into his Hands, and 
many rich and noble Preſents over and above, to gain the 
good Will and Affection of that Prince. 
The Biſhop then parted from Goa, in the Vear 1595, and 
arriv'd ſafe. at Nangaſaqui, together with ſix Religious of his 
Society, which he took up in China on the 13th. of Auguſt, 
1596. Father Gomez then Provincial of Japan, n 
WI 


to compliment him, and next Morning, Fe e was 1 1 the 


Port by all the leſſer Clergy in their Capes, with Crefles and 
Banners, and conducted in this Manner to the Church. The 
ill Poſture of Affairs in this Time of Perſecution, hinder' d the 
Chriſtians from ſhowing thoſe publick Marks of Joy, and above 
all of giving that Teſtimony of their Piety and Zeal, as was 
deſird on this Occaſion. This notwithſtanding, they throng d 
from Morning till Night in ſuch vaſt Crouds to ask his Bleſ- 
ſing, that the Biſnop himſelf was in amaze at it, and could 
not reſtrain from Tears, ſaying, he had heard much of the 
Japonians Piety and Devotion, but what he nom ay with his 
own Eyes: far aut did e of id Jod. eve 
Dan Auſtiu Lord high Admiral of Japan;ſheing at that ſame Time 
on his Return to Corey with the e Embaſlador, and hear- 
ing on the Raad, of the | 's Arriyal, cut ſhort in his Jour- 
ney, and rode Poſt to Meng aſaquy'to' beg his Bleſſing.  More- 
over, knowing that the Fathers of his Society, who: liv'd-alto- 
gether on Charity. in thoſe Parts, were not in Circumſtances 
to defray the Charges of his Veyage; he ſent him a Preſent 
af four hundred Sacks of Nied and Wheat; and his Example 
drew after it ſeveral of the Noblemen to do the like.  - 
Ihe good Paſtor zealous to enter upon his Charge, diſpatch'd Ei goes 
Father Rodriguez his interpreher to the Court, to give Notice to Cour. 
of his Arrival, and i o inform the Emperour, that he 
had Letters and Preſents för him, from the Vice-Roy af the 
Indien. The Emperour ſeem' d very agreeably ſurpriſed at the 
News, and bid them tel the Biſhop, that he would be glad to 
ſee tim. Father Nur gt ht back the Anſwer, and he 
immediately ſet terward, after having adminiſtred the Sacra- 
ment of Confirmation, to upwards of four Thouſand. Chri- 
ſtians, in the Town of Nazga/aqu. The Chriſtians came crowd- 
ing in all Places as he paſsd to beg his Bleſſing, and accom - 
panied him in his Journey, ſin as they went al the 
Praiſes of God, not much unlike the Hebrew Children before 
Chriſt, at his Solemn Entrance into Hlieruſalem. 1. 
Kle arriv'd at Fuximi, Where the Emperour then reſided, In the 
Year 1596, in the Compeny of two Fathers of the Society, and ſame 
few Portugueſe, After the uſual Complements and Ceremonies were 
over, he preſented him with the Letters and Preſents from the 
Vice-Roy. Taycoſama ask'd him why that Prince had been fo 
flow in his Anſwer ? But- the Biſhop brought ſo good Reaſons 
for it, that he had nothing 7 reply. After that, the Empe- 
| 2 rour 
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rour preſented him with Cha, and then gave him his Leave; 
with many particular Marks of his Kindneſs and Favour.” The 
good Prelate having happily accquitted himſelf of his Embaſſy, 
took his Way to Nangaſaqui, and in his Return, ſtayed: ſome 
Days at Meaco, forthe Comfort of thoſe Chriſtians, who flock'd 
thither from all Parts, to receive the holy Sacrament of Con- 

frmarien at his Hands. enen 
% En” "Tayeoſama ſo come off with his Honour, which' was not a 
en, little eclipsd in the late unfortunate War of Corea, long' d 
Taycoſa- Paſſionatly for another from China; and Don Auſtin Lieutenant 
ma. General of his Troops in thoſe Parts, labour'd without Inter- 
| miſſion, to bring it about: But to oblige the Chineſe Monarch, 
who bore his Point 'above all other Emperours inSthe Uni- 
verſe, to ſend Embaſſadors to Japan, and beg Peace of that 
puny Prince, ſeem'd a Fhing above all Attempt. This not- 
withſtanding, he try'd ſeveral Expedients, and by great Pro- 
vidence one ot theſe took Effect. There was a certain old Chi- 
neſe then in Corea call'd Juquequi, à Man famous and admir'd 
in the Country for his Valour and Conduct. Den Auſtin, after 
ſome Treaties with kim, told him in Confidence one Day, 
that his Maſter was fully determin'd to maintain all the For- 
treſſes then in his Poſſeſſion 'in Corea, and withall to carry his 
Arms into China it ſelf, unleſs prevented by an advantagious 
Peace, betwixt the two Crowns; that to bring this about, 
the Emperour of China muſt ſend an Embaſly,' to Tayceſama, 
which would be receiv'd with all the Honour due to ſo mighty 
a Prince, and Peace once ſettſed betwixt them, the Japonians 
would undeniably leave the Country 
Fuquequi reliſh'd the Propoſals, and promis'd to write to 
Court about it, as he did, and to very good Purpoſe, for the 
Council there was ſo well ſatisfyed with his Reaſons; that an 
Embaſſy was immediately reſolv'd upon to Japan. In Effect, not 
Jon F after came two noble Chine ſe with a ſplendid Retinue, to Don 


1 Auſtin's Fortreſs, with poſitive Orders to - govern themſelves by 
the Advice and Direction of old Juquequi. Don Auſtin diſpatch'd 
immediately a Courier to Taycoſama with Advice of their Ar- 
| rival in Corea, which agreeably ſurpris'd that Prince, as being. 
| the Thing in the World he paſſionatly deſir'd, and leaſt ex- 
1 7 pected. Now being infinitely vain and proud, he ſent back 
2 Word to Don Auſtin, to divert them as well as he could, till 

| ſuch Time as Things were ready for their Reception, which 

| he had contriv'd with all Magaificence imaginable. . 
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Some Time after, he commanded Don Auſtin and the 'Go- = 
vernqur of Nangaſaqui, to paſs over into Japan, and for better 
Security, to bring old Juquegui along with them. They con- 
ducted him then to Meats, and there left him till farther Or- 
ders. In the mean while, the Emperour careſs'd Don Auſtin - 
in ſach ſort, that the Nobles concluded he woud turn over 
whole Kingdoms to him: He commended his Prudence” and 
Conduct, thank'd him for his ſignal Services to the State, and 
withall; this was done with ſuch Feeling and Tenderneſs, that 
he could' not refrain from Tears. In the Sequel of this Hi- 
ſtory we ſhall ſee the Vanity and Unconſtancy' of this World, 
and how little depending there is, on the Fayour and Friend/ 


ſhi of Princes. | 175; 175 a 2 11 Murs 
W neui beihg' admitted to Audience, made his: Preſents to 
 Taycoſama, which conſiſted of ſeveral” Pieces ef Damask, Cloth . 
' of « Gold, Silk, Horſes, Camels and Mules- The Emperour on | 

his Side treated him with all Honour imaginable: He feaſted 

him firſt of all in publick, after the Faſhion of the Country, 

and afterwards in his own Palace, where he was: ſer wd by the 

Ladies of the Court, in Veſſels of pure Geld. The very Ta- 

bles too, were att of the fame Kind; which» much ſurpris'd the 

old Chineſe, and forc'd him to confeſs;. that in his whole Life 

he had never ſeen any thing ſo fine. After theſe Ceremonies 

and Entertainments were over, he d Leave to retire to 

Sacay,' to wait there for the other Embaſſadors: The Empe- 

rour in his Audience of Leave, preſented him with two: Coats 

of Armour, each of them, alt of one entire Piece, as alſo with 

ſeveral Lances, Sabers and Daggers wrought by the beſt Hands 

of Japan, flouriſh'd with Gold and: Silver, and richly ſet witk 

precious. Stones. 
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Whilſt Tayceſama was making theſe vaſt 
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Preparations; for . 

C the Reception of the Chineſe Embaſſadors, theſe two young No- — — 

my blemen, grew very uneaſy under their long Confinement in befſalour | 

y Corea, and began to miſtraſt the Faponians Intentions” by theſe e an 

4 uncuſtomary Delays. In Effect, the chief of them loſing all zſcape. .. 

* Manner of Patience, upon ſome ill grounded Suſpicions, with- 

g. out ever conſulting Juquequi in the Matter, made his Eſcape 

4 out of the Fortreſs, and fled Home at fulh Speed. The 7. 

+ Ponians purſued, but the Embaſſador being better acquainted 

TY with the Roads, it was impoſſible to overtake him. 

ch This precipitous Flight was variouſly diſcoursd on: Some 
attributed it to Melancholy and Grief upon his Conſinement 

RY to the Fortreſs, others to a vile and 3—— 4 
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Chineſe Mandarins being for the moſt Part of Mean - Deſcent, 
and promoted to theſe Offices in the Government, upon ſlen- 
der Proofs of their Abilities in the Academies where they ſtudy, 
they want that Fire and Martial Greatneſs, which good Blood, 
the Example of Predeceſſors, and Honour of Families, uſually 
inſpire into Children that are better born. So this young Ca- 


valier being Son to one of theſe Mandarins of Fortune, and 


Warriour only by Book; ſeeing himſelf ſurrounded with Guards, 
and amongſt the Bravo's of Japan, the very Looks of thoſe war- 
like Hero's, ſtruck him into ſuch. a panick Fear, that he be- 
lieved all was loſt. What yet improwd this Suſpicion, was 
the unadvis'd Diſcourſe of a certain Japonian, who told him, 
that Taycoſama detain'd them 2 in Corea, by Way of 
Repriſal, to be reveng'd on the Chineſe for aſſiſting his Ene- 
mies, and well if his Reſentment went no farther. There need 
ed no more to make him believe there was a Deſign upon his 
Life, and force him to fly. | f hig 21 
Don Auſtin at that Time in Nangeya, and hearing of his 
Flight, appear'd much ſurpris'd, and concluded that the long 
deſir d Treaty of Peace, which with much ado he had ſet on 
Foot, would entirely be defeated by this unlucky Accident. He 
deſir d the Governour of Nangaſaqui to poſt to Court with the 
News, and in that mean Time, he paſs'd over into Corea to 


Top the other Embaſſador, Immediately - after his Landing, 


he went in Taycoſamd's Name to viſit him, with freſh Aſſu- 

rances of his Maſter's kind and ſincere! Infentions; and withal 
he begg'd of him to write to the Emperour, and — him 
of his Colleagues unaccountable Flight. The Einperour of China 
highly reſented the Indignity of the Action. He threw the 
miſerable Fugitive into Priſon, confiſcated his Eſtate, and in- 
volv'd his whole Family in the ſame Misfortune, by declaring 
them for ever uncapable of his Service. On the contrary, he 


commended the other Embaſſador for his Conduct, appointed 


him chief of his Embaſſy, and withall, gave his Father a Pre- 
_ of five thonſand Crowns, for his good Services to the 

te. | | | 7 | 35194; os. M. 

This good News reviv'd Den Auſtin's drooping Spirits, and 
at the ſame Time he receiv'd 8 — to conduct 
the other Embaſſador to Jan. They imbark'd with all Speed, 
and arriv'd happily at Nangeya towards the End of Fuly. The 
Embaſſador brought with him his Maſter's Seal, and Let- 
ters, and ſeveral rich Preſents, which his Colleague had left 
Sehiad in the late Flight. His Train conſiſted of a n 

an 
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and fifty Horſe and as many Foot. They ſtayed eight Days 
— to refreſh themſelves after their Voyage, and then 
2 the Way of Sgca, where the old Fuquequi lay waiting 
a iy SF tf: * 


In the mean while, Tæyceſama labour'd without Intermiſſion Prepera- 
for his Reception. He built a great Hall for Audience, ſo ve- on- for 
ry ſpacious and large, that one might conveniently ſpread in it receiving 
upwards of a thouſand Tiatames. Theſe Tatames are à fine e Chi- 
and precious Sort of Mats, full Yard: and a half long, and half f.. — 
Yard broad, edg'd- with Gold and Silk Fringe, and” embeling Tar. 
with rich and noble Squares; the Hall it felf was built of 
precious Materials. All within was cover'd with Gold. On 
the other Side of the Ditch that environ'd the Palace; he 

Talg, pee by „ i r 
brodd;; ne plain, partly... .- -. 
fluted, and partly {twiſted, but all of them  curiqufly;. var- - 
niſh'd, and diſtin guiſſd with Variety of Figures, wrought. in 
pare Gold. Moreover, by Way of Paſſage from the Hall to 
this Theatre, where all theſe curioſities were expos' d, he laid 
a Bridge over the Ditch of ſome ſixty Foot long, which cuſt 
for Workmanſhip only, near fifteen thouſand Crowns: It was 
cover'd at the Top with gilt Slaits, and the Supports, as well as 
the Rails, and greateſt Part of the Pavement were all cover d 
with Plates of Gold. The Jeſuits who were then at Oxaca, ſay 
can exceed it. They farther alſo add, that Tayco- 
j_ employ'd Day and Night in theſe Works, partly in fal- 
g Wood, partly in hewing and carving Stone, and | 
in the Trenches about the Fort, towards a hundred thouſand 
Men. Moreover he commanded his Nobles to build Palaces, 
which prov'd fatal to them in the Concluſion. Laſtly, He 
iſſu'd out Commiſſions for raiſing a hundred thouſand Horſe, 
and all theſe to muſter before the Embaſſador at his ſolemi m 
Entry. The Place of Rendezvous was in and about QOzard, 
where they were alfo join'd with infinite others, who volun- 
tarily liſted themſelves on this Occafion, and in the whole, 
they compos'd a very formidable Army. | 

. Whilſt Taycoſame was buſy employed about theſe vaſt and ,. 
mighty Projects, their happen'd ſeveral Prodigies, and ominous prodigieg 
Accidents, that put him under no fmall Fright. On the 20th. 
of Fuly, 1506. there fell for half a Day together ſuch vaſt Quan- 
tities of Aſhes, that the Trees and Houſes, both in Aeaco and 
Fuxims, were quite cover'd with them. At Sacay alſo and O- 
ca it rain'd red Sand, and not long after, all the Nothern 
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Parts of the Country were clad over with ſhowers of gray or 
white hairs, not unlike thoſe of ancient People, with this Dif- 
ference only, that theſe were ſweeter, and altogether void of 
that ill Scent, which is natural to the other, when burnt in 

the Fire. | <1 WES | £010 ot D015 MI 
About the Middle of Auguſt, in the ſame Year, there ap- 
pPear'd over Meaco a blazing Star of moſt hideous Aſpect. It 
pointed from Weſt to North, and was ſeen for fifteen Days, 
©." environ'd with black and thick Vapours. The Chineſe who are 
much addicted to Aſtrology ſeeing this Meteor, agyed out, 

Faza, bara, which is as much as to ſay an ill Omen, a Senti- 
ment with which all Mankind is inſpir'd, and what by fatal Ex- 
| perience proves true. outs off To 919% 15020 | os 
A terri. But of all Prodigies, the moſt frightful and diſmal was an 
bie Earth Earthquake, which firſt began at Ozaca, on the thirtieth of 
Juake, Auguſt 1 IE: about eight at Night, and return'd again on-the 
fourth of September at Midnight, but with ſuch Fury and Vio- 
lence, that the poor Inhabitants had not Time to fly and fave 
"themſelves. All Taycoſama's proud and lofty: Buildings were le- 
| velfd in a Moment with the Ground: Amongſt the reſt, that 
noble Hall of a 'thouſand '' Tatames, which he had purpoſely: 
built for the Reception of the Chineſe Embaſſador; and be- 
ſides this, other two high Towers of ſeven or eight Sta- 
es each, raisd Pyramidwiſe as the Faſhion is in Japan, with 
acious Galleries, and noble Appartments in every Story, 

- richly furniſh'd; and for the moſt Part gilt over with Gold. 
It was here where the Emperour delign'd the Embaſſa- 
dor a View of his Army drawn up in Battalia, which con- 
fiſted of a hundred and fifty thouſand Men. He had alſo 


built. before this Hall of Audience a great Stone Wall of a 
very extraordinary Thickneſs, but the Violent Agitation and Mo- 
Ground. | | 


This Earthquake laſted not paſt half an Hour, and yet above 
1x hundred Perſons were buried in that Time under the Ruins 
of Houſes. Moſt of the Bonzes Temples alſo were thrown down, 
and themſelves with the Idols cruſh'd to Pieces with Stones. 
What yet made 'the Earthquake more terrible, were unuſual 
Claps of Thunder, like the roaring of a Stormy and Tempe- 
ſtuous Sea, and more frightful grumbling and bellowing under- 
neath, from the Bowels -of the Earth. 

One of the Fathers of the Society who then reſided at Ozaca, 


and wrote the Hiſtory of this ſad Deſolation, adds een 
that 


1 x tion of the Earth, inſtantly overturn'd it, and rais'd it to the 
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that à little before this Tragedy began, as he was paſſing by 
one of the Temples, he heard a Bonte preach with ſuch à Tor- 
rent of Eloquence, that he bore” all before him. The main 
Drift of his Diſcourſe was, the Mercy and Bounty of the God 
Amida towards his Clients, particularly at the Hour of Death. 


Above all he enlarg'd upon his Charity to Mankind, ſnewing, he 


would on his Part have all Men be fav'd, without Diſtinction 
or Exception of Perſons. Laſtly; he exhorted them to take up in 
Time, and caſt themſelves into his Mercy, for infallibly their 


Prayer would be heard. So ſoon as he had made an End of 


ſpeaking, the People cry'd out with a general Voice. Amida, 
our Gad, Amida,-our' God be merciful to us. But | Amitla-probably 
was aſleep; for that very Night the Temple fell to the Ground, 
the Idol Was broke in Pieces; many of the Bonzes were kill'd, 
and the Preacher himſelf: harrowly eſcap'd! with his Life. It's 
not to be expref&d (as the ſame Father adds) what Conſterna- 
tion theſe poor People were in. They lay half dead on the 
high Ways, and durſt not approach their Houſes for fear of 
being cruſt'd. in Pieces. 3 e e n ih 
By ancther Letter alſo from Meaco, from one of theſe ſame 
Fathers we have an Account; that on the fifth of September, 
towards eleven at Night, there happen'd another Earthquake, 
but ſo frightful and terrible, as if all the Devils in Heil had 
broke looſe. For it was follow'd with ſach hideous: Cries: and 
Howlings, mix'd with Claps of Thunder, and-confus'd : Noiſes, 
like the Roaring of Canon, and unheard of Shogs of the Earth 
over and above, that nothing was to be ſeen or heard round 
about, but Fall of Houſes, and the lamentable mourning of 
unfortunate People, in thoſe confus'd Heaps of Ruins, crying for 
Mercy. ral of the Chriſtians (ſays this Father) came in to 
aſſiſt us in this, Extremity. They found u all below in the Court on 


our knees at the Saints Litanies, tho not without ſome Diſßculty nei: 


ther, through the violent Motion and Agitation of the Earth; yet 


through God's great Mercy, none of the Company receiv the; leaſt 


Hurt. FR 18 


Then he recounts how the famous Temple of Armida which 
ſtood near Meaco, was beaten down, together with the mighty 
Idol Daybut, as above mention'd in the firſt Book. He adds 
alſo farther, that in another Temple, of ſome twelve hundred 
Idols, all richly and curiouſly wrought, that ſtood. therein, half 
of them broke one againſt another, and were daſh'd in Pieces; 
which confirm'd the Opinion then amongſt them, that the Pow- 


— 
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ers of Hell were at Wars amongſt themſelves ia the ſabters: 
raneous World: : al of agnes id amo 

The Truth is, God by thefe Scourges was reſolvd to beat 
down the Pride of this: ſecond Pharaob, and therefore as Fu- 
mi was the chief Theatre of his Vanity (for he built it on ſet 
Deſign to tender himſelf immortal) Heaven in its juſtice, was 
pleas d to diſtinguiſh it from the reſt; and make it | 
to future Ages. All thoſe proud and ſtately Edifices were rais'd: 
to the Ground. Above all, that where the Emperour himfelf. 
was, Which far exceeded the reſt, both in Beauty, Riches. 
and Magnificencg, of Structure, after fome few Shakes ruſh'd 
down on a ſaddain, and in the Fall, killd ſeven hundred of 
his Concubines, himſelf alſo narrowly eſcaping out of the Bed, 
with the young Prince in his Arms. For no ſooner was he 
out of Doors, but this beautiful Palace, together with all its 
precious Furniture, yaniſh'd into a: confus d Heap of Stones and 
Rubbiſh. The Loſs (if you'll believe Relations from thoſe Parts) 
was made amount to three hundred Millions. in Gold. True, 
building the Fort, was an immenſe Work, and infinitely ex- 
penſive; I call it a Fort, becauſe all Palaces in thoſe Countries 
are encompaſs'd with Walls, Baſtions and Trenches. He had 
both levelf'd and raisd huge Mountains, to render the Situ⸗ 
ation of the Place more agreeable and pleaſant; but all this 
either fell down, or was ſwallowed up in the Bowels of the 
Barth, which open'd in ſundry Places. | | 

Of all that vaſt Building nothing was left beſides the Kit- 
chin, where the Emperour. retir'd in the Night, for at very 
peep of Day, he fled at full ſpeed to a high Mountain, for 
Fear of being ſwallow'd up alive in the Barth, which open'd 
after a moſt frightful Manner in moſt of the Plains thereabout; 
On the Top of this Hill he liv'd a conſiderable Time, in a lit- 
tle Hut cover'd with Raſhes. and Reeds, and all the while fo 
aMighter'd and terrify'd, that none durſt ſpeak: to him, Guent- 
fon only and two other Lords excepted. Its confidently re- 
ported of him, that being one Day to contemplate the ſad De- 
{lation of this noble City from the Top of the Mount, he 
confeſſed the Teuto (ſo he calld the true God) had juſt Reaſon 
to de offended at him, for ſuch bold and raſh Attempts, and 
declared he would manage better for the Futare But the 
obdurate ' Pharaob had little Regard to his Promiſe : For fo 
foon as ever this Tragedy was over, he laid the Platform of 
a new Prxim: on the very Mount of his Retreat; and for Ex- 
pedition he ſet on a hundred thouſand: Hands at once to carry on 
the Work. The 
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„The City of $469 alſo, ſhared Fate with Fuxini in the com- 
mon Misfortgne, and deſervedly; for being withont all Dis- 
pate the richeſt, and maſt voluptuous in Japan, it merited a 
more exemplary Chaſtiſement. The Earth ſhook there for 
three Hours together; Houſes, Temples and Walls falling all 
the while, which ablig'd the Inhabitants to leave the , Place. 
What added to their-Frights, was the Horrour of the Night, 
and the lamentable Cries of poor unfortunate Wretches, fro 
under the Ruins, which made every one believe that Doom/- 
Day was at Hand, There periſh'd in this Night, 5 475 of 
ſix hundred People, and amongſt the reſt Feutr Chineſe, of 
old Fuguequs's Retinne. en 
Tho God in theſe and the like Accidents, is ugd by the 
ſecret Diſpaſition of his Providence, to confound the Goo 
with the Bad, nevertheleſs he was pleaſed to diſpence at this 
Time in that general Appointment, and by a Miracle of Mer- 
cy to preſerve the Chriſtians from the common Calamity ; for 
whereas the Sea Which broke in upon them for a League round 
Facata, ſwalloming up all that ſtood in its Way, there was not 
one Chriſtian ſo much as hurt either in his Perſon or Houſe. 
The ſame alſd happend at Sacay. A certain ancient Chriſti- 
an of that Place calld James Fimbra Rioquey, who had conver- 
ted his Houſe into a Church, for the Uſe and Benefit of the 
Fathers, for theſe thirty Years paſt, finding that unuſual Mo- 
tion and ſhaking af the Earth, retir'd with his Family to the 
Altar, where the Fathers ſaid Mafs, and ſpent the whole Night 
there in Prayer. In that Time the Houſes adjoinigg on either 
Side were overturn'd, and his only, tho* three Stories high, 
ſtanding immoveable and untouch'd. _ SEN 
Taycoſama' (as is ſaid) far from profiting by theſe Chaſtiſe- ze cy. 
ments, grew daily more inſolent and proud. He commanded neſe En- 
them to raiſe new Palaces on the late Ruins, and ſo ſoon, as 5ſedor il 
theſe were finiſh'd, he gave Notice to the Chineſe Embaſſador, ene 
to be in a Readineſs for his Entrance by the Day appointed. m de 
1 ſhall not ſtand here to relate the Particulars, for firſt the war re. 
Subject is altogether foreign to my -Purpoſe, withall I find no- zew'd in 
thing in it remarkable, neither in the March nor the Preſents, Corea. 
or What could compare with that other of the Portugueſe abhaxe 
-mention'd. The Reſult of the Embaſſy was, that Taycaſama 
ſhould grant a full and ample Pardon ta all Core ane, and fo 
ended that War which this ambitious Prince had ſo unadviſedly 
begun, wherein he waſted his "Treaſury, loſt his Honour, and 
the very Flower of his Troops, to the Number of fifty thouſand 
Native Japonians. 22 1 
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12 * The Hiſtory of the Church of IAPAN. 
Before the Embaſſadors were well got back to \Sacay,' Tay- 
coſama diſpatch'd four of the principal -Bonzes with a Letter 
to them, full of Ceremony and Complement; and à Challenge 
withall at the End of it, to try his Liberality' and Bounty, for 
+ he was then in a Diſpoſition to grant all, and even more, than 
they themſelves could requeſt. The 'Chineſe' ready enough to im- 
prove all Opportunities to their Advantage, return'd Anſwer, 
that after the many Favours they had receiv'd, there was on- 
ly one thing more in the World to be deſired for crowning 
che Work, that his Majeſty would pleaſe to demoliſn his 
Forts in Corea, and withdraw his Troops. * 
The Bonzes carry'd back the Letter, and Taycoſama in a Fro- 
lick would read it himſelf,” Coming then to the Point of rai- 
ſing the Forts, he flew into ſuch a Paſſion and Rage, that he 
was perfectly out of himſelf. He froth'd and foam'd at Mouth, 
he ranted and tore till his Head ſmoak'd like Fire, and his 
Body was all over in a dropping Sweat; and this all from an 
in Impreſſion of Court Paraſites and Flatterers, who humour'd 
him into a Perſwaſion, that China frat'd him, and Corea trem- 
bled at the Noiſe of his Arms. But Things were now gone 
this Length, that he was either to break his Word or 1— 
don all his Conqueſts, which was leaſt in his Thoughts. 
In this Tranſport of Paſſion, in place of condemning himſelf 
for his own raſh and inconſiderate Promiſes, he laſhd out a 
thouſand Extravagances againſt Don Auſtin, and the Governour 
of Nanga/aqui, charging them with Treachery and Underdeal- 
ings, and in Concluſion he turn'd them both out of his Pre- 
fence, and forbid them the Court. As for the Coreans, their 
Crimes were never to be forgiven, and for this Reaſon, only, 
becauſe their Prince whom Don Auſtin had taken Priſoner in 
the late War with his Children, had never come in Perſon 
to make his Court to him, nor bought his Life with ſuch To- 
kens and Preſents as he expected. Eto garen 
After theſe Heats were over, the final Reſult was tOcon- 
ſerve inviolably Peace and Amity with China, Corea always ex- 
cepted; threatning at the ſame Time, to crucify all he could 
lay Hands on of that Nation, in the great Market Place of 
Sacay. As for Don Auſtiu he commanded him to croſs: the Seas 
with the Chineſe Embaſſadors, and purſue the War in Corea 
with Fire and Sword, and this was all the Recompence of this great 
Man for his paſt Services, for his many Victories and Conqueſts; 
and above all, for managing and in effecting the long deſir'd 
Peace with China, which — got him ſo much Credit and 
Reputation, even with Taycoſama himſelf. We Now 
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Noythe Ground of all this Peck, againſt this General, was no: 
thing but pure Jealbuſy and Suſpicion, that he had put the chi- 
eſe Embaſſadors on theſe Demands, and being the moſt: un- 
governable Man in the World in bis Paſſion, he reſolv'd with- 
out any Regard to his own Intereſt, to mortify him to the 
Quick; . - 27106 6.4 724 ed en HOY Nee NES 26 
He knew very: well; that Toronaſuque-(whom he formerly diſ- 
grac'd for his ill Behaviour, in the late War in Corea) was 
mortal Enemy to Don Auſtin: He ſends then immediately for 
this Man to Court, and after ample Pardon for all paſt Of- 
fences, with hearty Proteſtations of Love and Kindneſs over 
and above, he orders him back to Corea, to rebuild his dem- 
liſn'd Fort: As: for the Chineſe and Core ans, he commanged 
the Governour of :Sayra on Pain of Death, to ſee them Apps 
off in two Days Time. And however there were not Veſſels 
then ready for ſuch à Train, yet in Regard the Orders were 
ſo poſitive, they flung them in one upon an other, into thoſe 
few that were in the Port, which infinitely mortified them, 
; and the, more, becauſe they knew it to be done by'the/Empe- .... -..-: 
: rour's Direction and Order for Diſgracè. In this Manner die 
venerable Juquequi was foro d to march on Foot along the Streets 
of Sayca to the Place of Shipping, which put him into ſuch a 


7 Fit of Paſſion, that he could not hold from Tears. He had 

| already a clear Foreſight of his Death, as knowing that China 

would lay theſe: Indignities that were offered to her 'Embaſſa- 

* dors to ſome high Miſmanagement in his Conduct. 

2 In this mean Time, let us pay our laſt Devoirs to the Prin- Princeſs 
: ceſs Maxentiaz relict Widow and Heireſs to the Lord of 1/afay; Maxentia 
and Siſter of Arimandono King of Arima, who died this preſent Siſter 10 

a Year 1596. She was a Lady of rare Vertue, and moſt exem- be King 
n plar Life. She diſtinguiſh'd: her ſelf from others of the fame , Arima 
. Sex, not by her Quality, nor a haughty Carriage, as is inci- 
dent to moſt of the Ladies in Japan, but by a Humility, Obe- 

RK dience and Sweetneſs truly Chriſtian. In all Matters of Go- 

* vernment where Conſcience the leaſt interfer'd, ' ſhe rul'd and 

d govern'd her ſelf entirely by the Direction of her Confeſſor. 

of She. lov'd Mortification, as much as others can hate it. In 

* Time of holy Lent, ſhe went daily to Church, and continu'd 

3 there (let the Weather be never ſo cold) till all the Maſſes were 

at over. After her Husband's Death, ſhe made a Vow not to : 
= marry again» She wore Day and Night a rough Hair Shirt = 
d next her Skin, diſciplin'd her ſelf every Night, and twice to 


d Blood, but a little before her Sickneſs. She faſted all Ts 
1 " 
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N living only on cold Rice ſteep d in Water, and more than 
once, was Days together a without any Food at all. The Lent 
before her Death ſhe never came in Bed, but only leand on 
2 Pillow in her Chamber till Midnight, and ſo to her De- 
votions till Morning. 8 by | 03. 51585. { | 
At laſt it pleas'd God to crown her Labours with a happy 
Death, which fell in the fortieth Year of her Age. She lay 
$ftecn Days in the Meazels, and ill enough as one may ima» 
Sine, the Skin being juſt flea'd off her Body with the Violence 
of the Diſtemper; and yet the whole Time ſhe never once 
 complain'd, or ſhew'd any Sign of Impatience. The Father that 
aſſiſted her, ſaying, one Day that her Hour drew near, ſhe an- 
ſwered-: Praiſe be to God, 25 thus ſtrengthening me to my Taft Chun 
bar, then recommending her Soul into his Hands, and devout- 
ly calling upon Jeſus and Alam, ſhe yeilded up the Ghoſt. They 
interr d her privately in the Jeſuits Church at Arima, for fear 
: of giving Offence to Tayceſama, who had interdicted all publick 
A blood Exerciſe .of Religion. Wm * | b _ $45 Is; 7 
Ferſccuri⸗ In che mean While, his Paſſion began to col, and there 
on fair d: Mus Graunds to hope; that Religion would ſuddainly be re- 
gainſt the eſtahliſwd. For tho” the late Edids were ſtill in Force; yet 
Chriſtians. he ſhew'd to be well enough pleas d with the Fathers Conduct, 
and conceal'd Manner of living, in Deference to his Orders, 
which yet did not higder them from making Excurkons, and 
viſiting the Flock committed ta their Charge, to the great En- 
creaſe of the Faithful ; for if ve may give Credit to Father Hoe 
in one of his Letters to his General at Rome, they baptiz'd from 
the Beginning of the Perſecution till this preſent Time, above 
4 threeſcore thouſand Perſons. | 4% DE 
The fame Father alſo adds, that Den Auſtin and the other 
\ Chriſtian Lords in Corea wrote frequently to them, to recom- 
mend Prudence and Moderation in their Conduct, adding by 
way of Reaſon, that in a Storm it was more adviſable, to car- 
ry few Sails, than ſpread all with Hazard of ſinking. He con- 
cludes that the Fathers of his Order, were all of them earneſt 
it to ſhed their Blood for the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, and nothing 
U 0 but his greater Glory and the Good of the Church, did hinder 
5 them from ſeeking Death, which was preferable by much, to 
11 the Lives they led in that Corner of the World, with ſo many 
| Difficulties and Hardſhips. | 
What yet ſtill farther oblig'd them to moderate their Zeal, 
45 «was the Proſpect of a ſuddain Change upon Taycoſama's Death, 
Il. who poſſibly could not hold out any Time; beſides, that he 


* 
* 


The Hifttry of ib Church of TAP AN. 


Chriſtians ; for whereas he knew ver 


y well that the it, 


jurk'd about the Country, he never once made Search after 
them; on the conttary, he gave Leave for ten of them to ſet-- 
tle at Navgaſ«qui, and repair their Church, he ordered another 
to come and viſit him every Year, he confented to let Father 
Organtin continue at Ae, and there finiſh his Days, he re- 
ceiv'd the Biſhop with all Marks of Honour and Eſteem, and 
more than once ſilenc'd his Courtiers for ſpeaking reſlectingly 
on the Chriſtians, particularly in Time of the Bartfiquake, wien 
one was pleaſed to ſay, they were 1 puniſh'd for receiving 
a ſtranger Religion into Japan. Ten bave Reaſon indird (Tail * 
the Emperour) 4s if there had never been E | 


in 


who were all baniſtd but of the Kingdom by publick Edict, 


before the Chriſtians came amongſt us. Theſe were the Reaſons : 


that oblig'd the Fathers to temper their Zeal, and confine | 


themſelves within the Limits of Moderation and Reſerve. © 
But the Devil always Jealous and envious of the Glory of 


Yoak, to manifeſt. Hazard of his Em 
ple, raiſed all on a ſuddain a moſt cruel Perſetution, and the 


Occaſion of it- was this. The Recollects of regular Obſervance 
enco, being now 


of St. Francis, who were lately ſettled at 
converſant in the Language of the Country, they began to 
preach: publickly in the Churches, to hear Confeſſions, and bap- 
tize the Infidels, without any Regard to the Em Ss Or- 
ders. Knowing alſo what Good been done by the Ho, 
ital of Mercy, erected ſome Time ſince at Nanyaſaqui by the 
athers of the Society, they built one adjoining unto. their 


God, ſeeing fo many Kings and Queens brought under his feet - 


Houſe, where all fick Perfons were admitted and entertain d 


with as much Charity as poffible. Had Religion been on the 
fame Foot as heretofore, the Zeal and Labours of theſe _ 
Men, would have wronght Wonders, but the Defigw was 

il concerted at thĩs JunQure, that inſtead of reaping: any d- 
vantage by it, as was expected, it drew a bloody: Perfecution 


both upon themſelves, and the other Chriſtians: For being new-- 


ly eſtabliſh'd in Japan, little acquainted with the Genius ofthe. 


People, and leſs with Taycoſama's Deſtgns, they gave full Scope 
to their Zeal, without Regard to the Emperour s Threats or 
even to the Advice of Friends, who counted chem all alon 

to act in Concert with the other Religious, who by their pru- 
dent and wiſe Conduct had converted ſo many thouſands of 
Souls in this Miſſion. But nothing was able to ſtop this Tor- 


\ 
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bimſelf too was much abated of his former Severity againſt the 
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rent of Zeal: Deſigning well, they believed themſelves 'obJi; 
to Overlook all human Reſpects, and: this Perſwaſion made 
them jealous of Friends Advice, as ſavouring of Jealvuſy and 
Evy. | He eee 37 THING © 9017” eee een 
The Chriſtians of Aeaco, not at all ſatisfyed at their Con- 
duct, begg'd of them to moderate their Zeal, but being Men 
that undervalu'd their Lives, and in a Perſwaſion over and 
above, that the Emperour would never offer any Rudeneſs to 
Perſons of their Character, that bore the Name ef Embaſſa- 
dors from one of the greateſts Monarchs in the World, łhey 
held to their firſt Reſolutions, and continued their Functions 
with new Fervor and Zeal. Their exemplar Lives, and pious 
Diſcourſes were very edifying to the Faithful, but the Hee 
thens who approv'd not of their Conduct, ſaid openly, to ſpeak 
in their own Words ; Theſe Religious do neither regard our Countel, 
nor the Emperour's Orders, but. one Day or ot her they ll' repent ir. 
Hon is like Fire paſt governing when it hath got the Ma- 


ery. «i 8 | 2 3 on * _ | * 
Tayceſama had then newly created four Governours or Mini- 


ſters of State; and one of | theſe, Guenifoim Vice -Roy of Mexco 


and the Tens: Theſe Governours hearing that the Frier preach'd 
and ſaid Maſs publickly in their Church, ſent privately” to 
ad moniſh them of the Danger, adding, that if this ever came 
to the Emperour's Knowledge, he would certainly put them 
all to Death that ſame Day. But theſe Threats far from ſtrik- 
ing Terror into them as was expected, added new Life and 
Vigour to their Zeal, ſo deſirous were they of Suffering Mar- 
tyrdom for Jeſus Chriſt. The Vice-Roy knowing what had 
paſs d, ſent preſently for Father Bartholomem, and Father Gon- 
Zalex to his Palace, and reprimanded them ſeverely, for ſlight- 
ing the Emperour's Decrees, threatning that if they went on 
for Time to come, to crucify them and all that frequented 
their Church. This notwithſtanding, they went on with their 
Functions, believing themſelves not at all oblig'd in this to Re- 
gard the Orders of an idolatrous Prince. d 028729" 

Father Organtin Superiour of the Jeſuits, hearing at Afeaco 
what Complaints were made both by the Governours and 
others, as well Chriſtians as Heathens, againſt theſe Religions, 
ſeat one Father Morcyon a Spaniard, to Father Peter Baptiſt: 
Comiſſary, to lay before him the Danger, himſelf and his Fa- 
mily, as well as the whole Church of Japan was in, if he did 
not (as far as Reaſon, Conſcience and Zeal of God's Glory 
would permit) ſtudy to give the Governour Satisfaction, — 
1 yie 
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1 "the" LH NAY after” "that, more pud Aebi, and 
Zealoully . than be fore. It O 


Gvenifoin who aft along favour'd the Chriſtians, rudentl! 
TR g the ill Conſequence of this refraQory Humon c . he Fo: 
and did nor ſo much 1 


{till the e e of his. oe oth 
kigt at it neither to the Court. However the Buſineſs' wa 
Are * laſt, and the en were” wha by their Friend 
aranda, th very Perſon, * invited them over from the 
Philippines, AGATE Colour. to 'his Impbſtures nd Falſaries. He 
Fa raffick'd 4 long time with the Govertiour of Manile, and 
oke 5 17 pretty well, but the arkaut Cheat in the World. 


4025008 ' to"advance . at Caurt;” made ap- 
mae 3 Fr jend © 1 Sto in en at the! ge 
en'd to him the whole Deſign.” ed. procur A h im Audience 


of the Prince, wherein he gave ba 1 to underſtand, 

that if he wou'd pleaſe only to write to the 'Govyernour of the 
Philippines, and intruſt the Letter to his Care, it wou'd be no 
bard. Matter 1% e hin acknewledge his Majeſty" for his 
Soveraign, ahd JO ree 4 im to 2 yearly Tribute. 

*Taycoſams who | gap'd after nothing but Riches and Slory, 
catch'd greedily at die Bait, and gave him a haughty Letter to 
the Goyernoyr, requiring of kim, either to acknowledge him 
for his Woes n, Or expect to feel the Smart of his jut Re- 
arme and pleaſure  Faranda jealous that he mcd not 
ſucceed int e Enterpriſe, ſends away -the Letter by his Ne- 

hew. The Goxerudur alarmd at the Threats, | diſpatches 

ather Cobos to Jap, as Was faid above. This good Father 
coming to Nangaſaqui, fell unluckily into the Hands of Faranda 
and Faxeda, who readily offer'd him their Service and Intereſt 
at Court, tefrivg over and above to be employ'd as Interpreters, 
in the Embaſſy. To be ſhort, the Father believ'd all they ſaid 
and gave them the Governour's Letters, to turn into 7 > 87.1 
which they wickedly and maliciouſly falſify'd, telling ihe Em- 
erour that the Governour inſiſted only on longer Time, till 
is Diſpatches came from Spain, which* was readily granted. 
In this Manner Father Cobes was diſmiſſed with Taycoſama's 
Anſwer, and Faranda taken into the Prince's Houſhold, with an 
additional and yearly Penſion of five hundred Sacks of Rice, * 
his good Services to the State. 


9 | Faranda 
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Farands ſeeing his Deſign take ſo £09k Effect, embark'd bim- 
ſelf for Manila, and took upon him 
E.mbaſſador, pretending, that his Credentials came all 


Father Cobos who was caſt away in the laſt Storm. The 7 eſt:l:an 


- ſoon diſcover'd him to be a e Er rew jealous of his pres 
Farandg who took notice of it, made his court to-the Religious. 
of St: Francis, who were then all in all with that Prince, telling 
them, that Taycoſama charm'd with the ertue and: Sanctity of 
their Liyes,. was very deſirous to have ſome of their Order.go 


and ſettle in Japan. The Father, told. the Governour what bad | 


7 who built little on this Diſcourſe... Neyertheleſs as he 


d 1 Taycoſams's firſt and cou'd learn nothing of 
Faranda, Nene his Anſwer by r Cabos, to ha 1 nothin 
in a_Mafter of this Importance he err Father © 


Three. other Religious of his, Order, O80. 775 with 10 © Pre- 
7922 aycoſama, and ſearch into the "mg n karte e. 

Father Coney. was a Perfon e earn and prudent, 
and aboye. 20 of a moſt. conſummate Vertye. At firſt he ſhew? 
Difficulty of accepting that Charge, FoRff 0 the Decree 
of Gregory the XIII, forpicging, a Prief 5 tr wht 
ever ( the Society excepted) 155 Preach Ties Nl Ul 
Guſman dates this Brief on the-28th o January 11588, and Pa: 
thirteenth of his Pontificate. : 55 alſo in is Gat, in 7 
year 1600, makes mention of the ſam 1 the Words Taking 
= the Faith & of Teſus Chriſt was firft be gun 4 be 28 
| Japan, | Gregory the thirteenth, A King t 5 ib 155 

12 of the Societj of eſus, for theſe and. ot HA ſons he 
Eris on grei vous Penalty, 4 all, of what at Quality, Order and Ceo 
ſoe der, A Regular or . cular,” to go preath the Goſpel, or ach 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, or adminiſter a Ng or other 25 leſt laſt ic a, 
Functions in Japan, without 950 s Leave from the boly See. | 

Clement the 3th, confirm d, the ſame Conſtitution afterwards, 

d. inſerted it intg a Neck aste March the 14th 1567. AndPhiiy 
the ſecond of Spain, wrote ſoon after to his Vice-Roy in the 
Indies to ſee the Orders punctually obſerv'd. True, the ſame 
Clement, as Spondan obſerves, gave Leave afterwards far all Re- 
ligious to go help their Brethren in the plentiful Harveſt of 
Souls; but this was full ſeven Years, after the Fryars came into 
the Country, and cxcluſive to all of the Philippine, Iſlands, and 
elſewhere thro' the Weſt-Indies. 

Theſe Conſtitutions retarded for ſome time Father Comiſſary's 
intended Voyage. He conſulted in it ſeveral able Men, both 
Regular and Secular, and all agreed, (ſays an Author © 45 
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Order) that Embaſſadors were nor Oomprehended in this 


Decree. Over and above Sα¹,ẽ, N, Having given Leave for 
the Religions of St. Huntis to preach the Goſpel thro? the 


Weſt-Indres, the the lands of vpe fell in Courſe, as Part of: the 
whole. 


1 vc 


Pe... it as eas oh theſe good Men ſubject to a Reſolve amongſt 
began their Voyage, and Artiv'®” at Nangaſa- 

— in dhe a þy 7553, where" HE Provide?" 6f the ess pew 
ceivd . with all the Kind neſs and Charity im ginable. They 
parted thence to Nangeye, under the Protection of their old 
Friend Furanda, who once more 
ing "at Cop 
honourable mbaſlyt6'ds Hoe 
in the mean while, he both wou'd, and did acknowledge bim 
for His Sove - 4nd! Was eddy 0 recetye bis Commands. 
The Fathers ought” over with: them à Brother of the ſame 
Order, that knew ſomething of the Language, and this Man 
— A Farand#s Tricks. For being in Quality of In- 
e to t 2 r Hel oh to the 58 he 

ler fork that ar e e ounte- 
nance, ind fo fo from that einde forward: 1 never treated 
with kim but in this Bf6ther's Prefence, and by his Mouth. 
Now the Fathers being well Eſtabliſ' d at Meato, and con- 
verſant in the Language, Faranda prudently foreſaw, that his 


— 

ide, he rrſolwd by ohe Means or other to make away 
wr To this End he complain'd one Day to the Em- 
perobr, that" theſe reigners contrary” to his Orders, Preach'd 
publickiy the Chriſtian Religion, which provok'd him to that 
Degree, that he reſbly'd''to put every Man of them to death. 
This was the firſt Cauſe of the Perſecution,” 


forg'd their Letters, pretend-' 


A Second Was the Indiſcretion, and Vanity of be Span- The feos 


arde, that were lately" wracFd on the Coaſts of Japan: In © 


Ore that. the 8 of Manila was ſending an 
to the Emperour, and that 


* nt ſdoner or later be diſcoyer d. TU prevent. this 


the Year” 1596, a great Gallion, calrd the S. Philip, richly a- '** 70. 
den from the Philippines, and dound to Nem Spain, unfortunatellxx 


ſtreſs of Weather from the Road of Gon 
to tlie de Galt la in of Fe and thence alfo by freſh" Storms, caſt 
apar, Where ' flie was forc'd_to an An- 


e the Coaſts 

in er Vid, r the kingdom of Nl, without 
A Fits, Sails, or Rudder, and Leaky over and above on 
either Side. They had fix N on Board, four Auſtint, one 
Demiditan, and one Fa. 


was beaten back b 


D 2 8 


* 
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Coaſts of Japan. 


. Order, to ſeize, on the Gallien and, all her Lading. In the mean 
while, Father Cammiſſary and the Spaniards Wilted with Impa- 


4 Kab Met 
that Matter, but boweyer, a the 9. e 
d, for he, the 
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and their Orders were to apply themſelves to Father Commſ-- 
ſary, and in all Things to 15 r 6.464 
The King of Taſſa recommended them to Maxeta Yemandone,, 
one of the Governonrs, to whom they offer'd their Preſents, 
and to good Purpoſe in all appearance, becauſe: he promis d to 
ſerve them with quick Diſpatch. But in place of aſſiſting, he 
fairly betray'd- them, perſwading the Emperour to ſeize on the 
Gallion and all her Merchandize, under pretence that he brought 


over Soldiers, Arms, and Religious, and was Wrack d. upon the: 
a iht dis oz 030d of , Maget 47 7 

ear tun needed little Perſwaſion to ſach a ſweet, Injnſtice, 
being ſordidly Avaricious, and, greedy. of Wealth, and ſo rich 
a Prize in his Power, he-diſpatch'd the. ſame Mareta with: 


tience the Performance of ſaxeta's Promiſe, but to theix great 
Surpriſe he ſent back Word, that the Captain had been der 
fective in his Duty, and ſo muſt go to Court to clear himſelf, 
and in that mean time he wou'd take Poſt for Vrando to ſet- 


1 


2 : . 4 Daz J Are ANTI £89 2 M Jani 
Father Commniſary and the n perceiv d the Em- 
0 4 
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at. 


15 in 
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them Hopes that no Injury wou'd be offer'd, he, wa 
perfectly a. Stranger to the Emperour's Intentions; of ſeizing 
Ship. r NN : | 


aye. 
* 
ne. 
oA 5713 men . . £19131 10 4 | 

In the mean,while ; the . Biſhop of J an, WHA 


A 
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ter, News was brought from Urando, . that Maxeta had ſeiz d 


This was that Spaniſh Captain, who by his Vanity and Im- ile vin 
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perſons Wrack'd' as they were on the Coaſt, had ho Ground 
at all to fear, their very - Misfortune being Plea enough 

of it ſelf; but he ſoon perceiv'd his Miſtake; for not long at- 


9 


(by the Emperour's Orders) on the Gallion, and all her Cargo. 
Then they poſted to the Biſhop, conjuring him to- aſſiſt them 
with his Intereſt; as in Effect he did to the utmoſt of his Power. 
He diſpatchd Father Rodriguez with one of the Biers to the ; 
Vice-Roy of Meaco'to pray his Protection, and wou'd have gone 
himſelf in Perſon, if Be had known the Language. Thel Vice- 
Roy, who was then acquainted with the Emperour's Intentions, 
told them it was too late, for the Ship was now condemn'd; 
which however 1 — have been prevented; if Application had 
been firſt made to him. The Captain being fo evidently wrong'd, 
went himſelf to Court with Mu xeta, and laid his Caſe Home 
to the Emperour; but all he could do, wou'd neither ſave Ship 
nor Merchandize, and ſo he and all his Company were reduc'd 
to the laſt 2 — . Father Organtin Superior of the Feſuits 
of Meacd; teliè u them all the Time they ſtayd at Ozacay and- 
on there Return back to Vrando, Father Gomez, who Was then 
Provincial of the Society in Japan ſent them Victuals and Mo- 
ney, and his Intereſt beſides to aſſiſt them on their Way. Some 
Time after, they arriv'd at Nangaſaqus,” in Order to imbark 
for the Philippines, and there alſo the ſame Father very chaxi- 
tably a mitted the Religions chat were kek into the Colledge.”- 
Moreover the Biſhop and Clergy preſented the Captain with 
a Sum of Money to-fraight à Ship for Manila, and laſtiy the 
Colledge Jefray'd all Expences ard their Stay at Naga- 


= . 
V - 


prudence; "firſt ſtir up that bloody Perſecution which ſtill Fa Inpru- 
ges amongſt them, and khis the Occaſion; /*When, © axets' firft Ser of 2 
arriy'd at Urando te make Seizöre of the Ship, the, Cptaidt C. 
mov'd Heaven and Earth on his own Behalf, inſiſting chiefly; 

on the late Treaty of Commerce eſtabliſed betwixt the tW-o 
Crowns. Maxeta who' was a ſharp and deep Politician, ſeegid 

to liſten to his Reaſons, and amongſt other Things asd Rim 
whether the Spaniards and Portugusſe were both one Nation? 

And- farther, whether Pera the Philippines, Nem- Sin, and CH. 

Indies were all under Obediefice to the ſame Prince ot 144i 

As to-the' firſt Query, the Captain anſwer'd that Spain ah Ya 
Portugal were two diſtin Nations. The Spaniards a genes 

rous and Warlike Sort of People, the Portugueſe Men of Buſi- 


neſs. 
* 
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neſs and - Traffick. To the ſecond, that both E and eg. 
Indies were all ſubject to one Head, and to raiſe amongſt the 
Faponians a higher Opinion of his Prince, he pull'd out a Map, 
and mark'd out to him, the ſeveral Countries belonging to his 
Catholick Majeſty. (9 907 6 Ciobn0 o ty 
-- Maxeta Seeing ſuch a vaſt Tract of Land in the Poſſeſhon 
of this Prince, appear'd much ſarpris'd, and was curious tokaow 
by what Ways he made all thoſe. mighty Conqueſts. Bat the 
Spaniard's Anſwer is ſo very inconſiderate and wickedly falſez 
that I durſti- not venture to incert it here, if Hiſtorians had 
not one and all of them agreed in the ſame Story. He told 
them then, that this was done by the Help of Miſſioners, 
whom his Maſter ſent to all Parts of the World, to preach 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, for ſo ſoon as theſe Religious had 
in'd a ſufficient, Number of Proſelytes, the King follow'd with 
is Troops and joining the new- Converts, made a Conqueſt of 
the Kingdoms. Lu „ine 
Maxeta, and the King of Tofſa, who were 2 with him 
at the Conference, took particular Notice of tis Bart of his 
Diſcourſe, and related it afterwards. to Taygeſama, who reſglv'd 
to extirpate Religion out of his State. He Was long 
before, under mighty 39 and Fears of Revolt in 
Ximo, where the Nobles had all generally embrac'd the Faith, 
and therefore took Care in his laſt Progreſs to Navgoya, to 
diſarm all on that Side, thoſe only excepted; whom: the feng 
over to Corea, to fight or end their Days in that Exile. This 
done, he grew a little more eaſy, and the Jeſuits at the ſame 
Time, living — and Holes, and in an entire De- 
ference (as he thought) to his Commands, the Storm began 
inſenſibly to blow over; but this fooliſh or malicious Pride of 
17 the Caſtillian, ſet all his old Suſpicions a Float again, and drove 
Al him upon the laſt Extremities. What yet added to the Flame, 
was the peeviſh and inveterate Malice of one Jacuin, Phyſician 
in ordinary to the Prince. This Man to revenge himſelf on 
the Chriſtians, maliciouſly took this Occaſion to renew: his old 
Invectives againſt them. He 2 them with Rebellion, and 
underhand Practiſes againſt. the Government, and all this be- 
cauſe contrary. to the late Edicts, they ſtay'd and preach'd the 
Chriſtian Religion in Jahn. However it had all the Effe& he de- 
ſir' d, for Teycoſama grew infinitely incens'd againſt them, and in the 
Heat of his Paſfion ſwore: he would hang or burn them every 
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on the Ninth of December, 1596, he ſeat: privat The Re- 
oats py Dew raph eg i 
Houfes (ſo they impriſon Perſons of Quality in e At the cis taben 
fame Time alſo he diſpatch d a Courrier to 6. yes to do Priſoners. 
the "like at Meaco, and withall to draw up a Liſt of mch 4s 
frequented the Hyars Church. Fe 
There was then one Religious iy; in the Feſuits Hoſe at Ir 
call'd Paul Michi a Japanian, and two others of the ſame 
ation call d Tas nnd Fol, both. of then Candidates of Ne - 
Society. Father Francis Perez, and Father Peter - Moreyon, who - 
were us d to retire thither after their Miſſions, went me Days. 
before for Sea to wait on the Biſhop, who , parted the ſame | 
Day for Nang aſaqui. Theſe two Fathers hear 1 the Ro 7 
that the Religious of Aſeaco and Oxaca. were N ci | 
dy, they march'd ſtraight to Meaco 435 in Order to 5 wih Fa- 
ther Organtin, and their Brethren. The Names of theſe latter 
were Lewis, Paul of Amacuſa and Vincent. This laſt was at Nara, 
* the others were taken, but hearin q ky their Impriſonment 
e went Poſt for Meaco, to ſhare with them in the Crown. 


The Guards. were. but newly {et on the Feſuits: of era 
25 11 0 f Torr re- 


when. Father Organtin arri ere. The Houſe was thron 
wich Chriſtians, and all of them of the ſame perſwaſion, ſelves to- 
the Fathers ought to retire, to the End they might tell the be of the 
Guards when came to 9 that the Fathers were gone Number. 

to Nangaſaqui, in Company of the Biſhop. Father Organtzz far 
from xeliſting this Pro 1 proteſted 2 he would die at 
the Head of his. Flock, Let others. ( ſaid he) do as they pleaſe, f 
my omn Fart, I know; what becomes my my Agr, 14% Profeſſron. Thaw 
labour'd: for theſs twenty Tears and upwards, to eſtabliſh the Gries 
en Plates, and nom that we're to combat in its 
would y — me to fy, and hide ſelf God forbid. ſhould be be 
guilty — ſo black a . 1 know: what: 1 owe te God, and to, the 
Saciety of which I haue the Honour % 45 Member. 7. 4 
rom Marning Pl. for. Meaco, tobe Ku x " am @ Preacher, 
and have exerciſed thei Function fi Jem. wy WN to Japan, 
Dll ſeal the Truths I haue preach'd wit wo 51 d, and animate the 
Chriſtians by my Example + die for :Feſus Chr KO 

Father Rodriguez who liv'd in Japan, "by the Em 

Orders in Quelity declared lp WG this Re 
Father Organtin, d he would boar DT 
in this Manner they both parted next Morning, togethe 
Paul of Amacuſa, and ſome yoo CG for Fired 


come within three Leagues of the Town, t be diſpaich 
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T he Hiſtory. of the Church of JAPAN. 
before to learn how Matters ſtood there. He brought back 
Word, that 'Tayco/ama, by common Report, levelPd only at the 
*Fyyer?, and therefore the Friends of the Society thought it not 
adviſable for chem to appear, till they ſaw farther into his 
"Deſigns, and here the Journey was broke off - © . 


They draw The fame Day Ufoia, Son to Faxogaba arriwvd at  Meico, in 
p Liſt of order fo draw up a Liſt of ſuch as frequented 'the” Church of 
* Chri-the diſcalced Fryers, and meeting with Juſto Ucondono, he ſet him 


down at the Head of the Roll. Finding alſo that the'Yeſtirs 
were not under Cuſtody, he went open Mouth to Gib e 


with his Complaints, alledging that thoſe Fathers above all 


bi >. (_} 
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others, ought to be taken Notice of, as being the chief Iu- 
ſtruments of theſe Converſions in Japan. Then he preſented him 
with the Liſt which he had drawn up by the Emperour's Or- 
ders, adding, it was his Majeſty's Pleaſure to have all thoſe put 
to Death. I CME 911 2. Ait Ran DUES mas 19 
-*  Gibonoſcio who was one of the four Governours of the Em- 
pire, 'touch'd to the Quick at this extreme Forwardneſs of the 
2 Cymiſſary, and the more, becauſe this was done without 

is Knowledge and Conſent, he took him ſharply up, ſaying : 
Sir, yon dom t ſeem to rightly underftand the Emperor's Nleuſate. 
Ir was never his Deſegu to put all the Chriſtians to Death, that word 


be a down right Slaughter, he levels only at the more notorious Of 


Fenders, and ſuch as openly bid Defiance to his Laws.” How can you 
fe inguiſh betwixt Chriſtian and other Men Who can tell," but you 
and I may be of that Number Tok ought not, Sir, to take any Iu- 
formations under my Jurizdiftion, without my ſpecial Direttion. md 
vice. I perceive you have Fot Jaſto Ucondono on th B 'of the 
Lift. What it it h News that Juſto i turrd Chriſtian ? Dow's 
you know that he had like to have loft his Head more than ten Tears 
ago, upon the ſame" Score ? But ſince that, the Emperour ſent for him 
to Court, and is now much in Favour whether you know' it or not. 
Ton are 4 young Man Sir, and that's your bet Excuſe. As oo 
Fefuits Houſe, I did not think 'fit ti ſet Guards, . 4s being the Ne- 
ſidence of bs Majety's Interpreter. In a Word, you have nothing to 
do here at Meaco. I know my own Buſineſs, and what belongs to 
4 Office, and queition not hut to ſatisfy his Majeſty with my 
r ST" 4 | 1 t e. 8 eo” 3 


The qe. As ſoon as Ofioia was gone, Gibonoſcio upon ſecond Thoughts, 
- fair: Houſe for fear of rendring himelf and his Conduct ſuſpected, reſolꝰ d 


under 
Guard. 


to ſet Guards on the Jeſuits Houſe, he ſends then one of his 
Lieutenant's Sons to know who took Care of the Houſe, and 
preſently a certain Chriſtian, accompanied by a Lay-Brother ow 

WI 
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. watchful Eye over you. 
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down, and told him he Was the Man. Then che, "young Gen. f 


tleman pulling out his Commiſſion,” faid,” I come hit her from my 
Uncle, in the Name of Gibonoſcio to clap Guards upon t Hue, 
but finding you to o py f. Frog Cre nk ll 1 * my 
Orders, anna content ſelf with bidding the Neighbours keep 4 
* 3 2 done, he took in bobs eh FF riod | 
and Nenne wed SS 
There were five Religious of the Society belonging to this 
Houſe, and all of them by great Providence ahroad, the Bro- 
ther only excepted whom we newly mention d. One in the 
Neighbourhood at a great Aſſembly of the Gentry, to clear 
ſome Doubts in Matter of Profeſſion of Faith, and other Things 
relating to Martyrdom, and the other Three in the Miſllon, 
viſiting and comforting the afflicted Flock. Hearing upon their 


— — 


%. 


Return, that the College was under Guard, they humbly cravd 


Leave of Father 9 to give in their Names, but the Fa- 
ther was not at. all för precipitating 1 the Matter. A little 
Patience Bret hren (ſaid he) til we hear the 'Emperour's Reaſons for 
this Perſecutian. If 1 be the Motive, we'll go all rogether, and 
preſent our ſelves befare the Judges; but if its the Philippine Gal- 
lion, or ſome Fo like | Buſineſs, wee I firſt conſider of it amongſt 
e 
As for the Religions of St. Francis, there were five in our 
Lady's Convent of Portiumcula. Father Peter Baptiſt Comifſary, © 
Father Francis de Blanc, Brother Gonzales Garcia, Brother Fran- 
cis of St. Michael, and Brother. Phillip de la Caſe. Their Names 
being wronght in Heaven, deſerve to be recorded on Earth. 
This laſt came over, with the Philippine Gallian, and reſided at 
Ozarain the? Convent of *Bethleem, but going over to Meaco about 
ſome Buſineſs, he was taken Priſoner}, and confin'd- there, with 
the reſt of his Brethren. In the mean Time alſo Father Martin 
de Luines, and two other young Men that waited on: the Fa- 
thers, were ſeiz'd at Ozaca. | . 1.4 

On the 11th of December 1596. Taycoſama who was then at A! the 
Fuximi to view his new Bull ing, ſent for Gbondſcio, and com- Chriſtions | 
manded him to: put all the Fathers to Death, which gave Ge- r 
caſion to a Report, as if all were comprehended under this am. 
Sentence, (the Chriſtians of Japan being always call'd by that | 
Name) and fo every one began to prepare himſelf for Mar- 
tyrdom. In the Sequel of this Hiſtory, we ſhall ſee the Zeal, 
and Fervour of the firſt. Martyrs renew'd, and in ſome Mea- 
ſures outdone by thoſe of Japan; but before we deſcend to 
Preſidents, it won't be amiſs to incert here a Letter from 


E Fa- 
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Father Comiſſary to his Brethren, as alſo. another of Father- 


| „ to bs. OPS: e rfl TOE: my: dun 
* 


AY 


Fai er Fear Baprift' Lene, | 


| E have now been ten cloſe be 4177 by a Troop of Soldiers; All 
Wand are h to TW r it Dy that our Hauſe 


leg Chriſtiaus confeſſed 2 flo whole Night in 
Prayer. Father Francis and I, upon Informations from * of the 
principle Chriftians, that me were fo tie next Morning, / ! wade he whole - 
- Time in bearing Confeſſions. 1 communicated all our 2 and 

Chriftiam in Form of Viaticum. After tha, ev 


ecution; The ſame D ſearch/d Houft, and rook away 
our Preachers and Chatechi li, vix. Leo, Pa Path. Bonaventure, 


Thomas and Gabriel. The Chiiftians bers e eſs f ſuch an ardent- 


Deſire of Martyrtlom, 2 they rob me of m Heart. Several alſo. 
from other 4888 are come 0 7 New on the ſame Pre- 
ſumption. The Neigbar 5 "Uh. be liberally than ever, with 
their charitable Amt. Nom Thing will end i; yet uncertain. Some 
ſay we ſhall be ſent back to Luiope, and orhert that we ſhall die. 
AN ſt us (we beſetth You ) with your holy Prayers, that we may de- 

R W | 


F ather Organin 20 - Fa ather Gomes, Pro- . 


A Let- TR News, Reverend Father, "News re al our Hearts - AR 
ter of Fa- Late Tefter-Nj ight by a Lerter to Mrs. ; De Widow to the 
N 1* late Chuan from her Nephew at Court, we have aj, Ping that the 
V Pro. Emperour, ſome few Hours before this was wrote, had given * + 04 
vincial. Orders to Gibonoſcio to put to Death all the Religious . Meaco- 

and Ozaca. Brother Paul was ſo tranſported with 222 that he Jes 
not contain himſelf. Now Brethren (ſaid he) our. Vows are. 
TA and we ſhall die for the Love of him, that firſt died for us. 


News fd 4 wit h extreme Foy, and we inſtantly began to Pe 


4 
bimſelf with « Ovofi, do cry in h Had, e Haul of Ex. 
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| the next Day, bat»his Patron who took an Affection for him, 
did what poſſibly he cou'd to break it of; repreſenting; to him, 
what à Folly and Madneſs it was, to expoſe himfelf,” and run 
voluntarily unto Death, when there was no neceſſity for it. 
The good Religious Man humbly thank'd him for his kind 


to die for the Religion he taught, was not a Puniſhment, but 
a Reward; and he ou'd think himſelf the moſt fortunate Man 
in the World, if it pleas'd God to do him the Honour, to let 
him ſhed his Blood for the holy Faith. For (ſaid he) having 
preach'd and profeſs'd it publickly all along in Words, its but 
Jaſtice to ſeal the ſame by Example, and if the Preachers are 
to die, its my right to lead the Way. His Patron then ſeeing 
him bent upon it, freely lent him Horſes and a Servant, to con- 
duct him to the Place. UID" ed BOS 
and made ſtreight to the College, but ſome Friends (as Provi- 
dence. wou'd have it) ſeeing him as he was preſſing thro? the 
Guards, took him away by force; and conducted him to Father 
Organtin; where betwixt the Father's Company, and the hopes 
of repairing aſterwards his preſent Loſs, his trouble of being 
— deprived of the Crown of Martyrdom began ſenſibly to 
abate. - is Fe: Ro | r 
ſto We have ſeen in the late Perſecution, under the ſame Tay- 


« 


no me Baniſhment, for the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. His Conſtancy was 
If for Tal one and the ſame. Father Organtin telling him one Day, 
Death, that the Chriſtians were all condemn'd todie, he was ſo tranſport- 
ed with joy, that he ſeem'd in a Manner out of himſelf. He 
went ſtreight to the College, and told the Fathers, he was 
reſolved to bear them Company. Soon after he took Horſe for 
Fuximi, to take leave of Chicugendono King of Canga, who beſides 
his Table, had done him all the good Offices imaginable in 
the late Baniſhment. In Gratitude for theſe Favours, he preſented 
him with two Tea Cups, valu'd at betwixt four. and five thouſand 
Crowns. Chicugendono ſeeing him bent upon Suffering, cou'd 
not but admire his Courage, but withall advis'd, not to be 
Precipitous in the Matter. For ( ſaid he) I was actually at Court, 
when this Sentence paſſed, and it only concerns the Religious of the 
Philippines, who live in plain Defiance of the Emperour's Threats. 
What's more, I heard him ſay, it was no wiſe his Intention to include 
| herein the Fathers of the Society. Therefore Juſto be of good Heart, 


the Sentence touches net you. What ( replyed Juſto) you ſay this 
| to 


Intentions, but at the ſame time gave him to underſtand, "that 


Being arrived at Meaco, he diſmiſſed the Servant and Horſes, 


condo- coſama, how Juſto Ucondono fignaltizd himſelf by a voluntary 
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to comfort me : But miſtake not Sir, for the greateſt Pleaſure'I tan 


' think of in this World, it to lay" down my Life for the Faith. M bar 


remains Sir, notwithſtanding theſe Aſſurances, II go and prepare my 
felf fer Death, hoping yo believe 1 die your humble Servant. This 
ſaid, he took his leave and returned to Mexco, 


If the fervour of Don Fuſto was ſo admirable, that of the two ne admi- 
Sons of Guen;foin Governour of Meazo, was no leſs. The Elder rable fer- 


call'd Paul- Sacondono was not yet full two and twenty: Years of 
Age. This notwithſtanding, beſides the Inheritance of his 


Fathers Government, he had in Poſſeſſion a conſiderable Poſt in Sons. 


the Kingdom of Tambe, with a large Penſion annexed to it, 
given him by Tæpceſama himſelf. Hearing then of; the ſaid 
Biſhop, and Fathers Impriſonment, (for Stories always improve 
in telling ) he diſpatch'd two Courriers, one to Meaco, and 
another to Oraca to learn the Truth, and the mean while, 
contriv'd with himſelf, hom to compaſs the Crown of Mar- 
tyrdom. 1 8 19. 018 N: 4: (3 10" FIOQTTH:; 
"He inclined at firſt to go for Oxaca, under Pretence of — 


his Father in Law, who was King of that Province; but in 


to be taken Priſoner. However reflecting, that none woud 


dare to lay Hands on him in that Equipage, he reſolved to 
be ſhav'd, and fo paſs with Eight of his Servants that were 
Chriſtians, for Eccleſiaſticks. He was very well aſſured, that 
theſe Men wou'd be all true to God, and imitate his. Example, 
one only excepted, whom my Lord Biſhop! had baptiz?dnot 
paſt two and twenty Days before. He ſent for him then, 
and told him, that being a Stranger to the Glory of 1 
he was affraid, he wou'd not have Courage to ſuffer for the 
Faith, and ſo advis'd him to return ho- 
The Servant replyed. My Lord, true it is nt long ſince 1 
embrac' d the Faith, but yet thro the Grace of God, I know hom to 
ſet a juſt eſtimate on my Soul. If Martyrdom be the ſnorter cut to 
Heaven, I value my Life no more, than the Dirt under my Feet. 
Paul was infinitly pleas'd with his Anſwer, and gave him a 
hundred and thirty Crowns, for the Relief of his Family. Pre- 


ſently after, he withdrew into his Cabinet, and proſtrating be: 


fore Almighty God, humbly beſeech'd him, to give him Grace 


to ſhed his Blood for the holy Faith. That dene, he wrote 


to his Father, Mother, and Nurſe, and there told them, that 
being the Fathers of the Society were all to die, after mature 
and ſerious Deliberation, he was reſolv'd to bear them Company. 


Then he earneſtly exhorted them to embrace the Chriſtian 


Religion, aſſuring them, they wou'd: then approve of his — 
| an | 
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and experience themſelves, how - honourable, and ſweet. it is to 
die 'tor Jeſus. Chriſt. Having 2 himſelf of this Part 

his Duty, he march'd ſtreight for Adeaco to Father Organtin, 

to whom he made a general Confeſſion of his whole Life, and 

then prepar'd himſelf for Death with admirable Conſtancy. 7K 
„His Jo Brother Conſtantine alſo particularly diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in this Combat. He had a Couſin calld Aichael, who 
was likewiſe a Chriſtian, and Page to Tayceſamas Nephew, | as 
"he was- himſelf. ' As Providence wou'd have it they met at 
Menco, that very Day the Proclamation came out againſt the 
Fathers, and went ſtreight to the College. So ſoon as Conſtantine 
heard the News, he cried out, (to ſpeak in bis own; Werds) 
We ave” rome juſt in time for Martyrdom, we'll de our utmoſt to 
merit this great Mercy of our Lord. They intended to have 
gone for Tamba, or Fuximi', but upon this News, changed 
their Reſolutions, and took Lodgings in Town, amongſt other 
Perſons of Quality, who lay hid there upon the ſame Deſign, 
waiting an Opportunity to declare themſelves. Father Orgaztin 
ſeat preſently one of his Religious, to confirm them in their 
Reſolutions, and all expreſs'd ſo feeling a Define of 
Suffering, that the Time ſeem'd long till their Vows were ac- 


compliſh'd. | . 
abroad, as uſual in ſuch 


rr a Rumour was — the 
Occaſions, that Sentence was not yet paid againſt the Chriſtians, 
however it was fear'd that Guen:foin's Remes, wou'd take this 
Occaſion to prejudice him at Court on his Sons account. Conſtantine 
for fear any Misfortune might happen to him on his particular 
ſcore, went to acquaint him, that he was turn'd Chriſtian, and 
reſolv'd to die with Father Organtin his Maſter : Being then 
arrived at Fuximi, and meeting his Father alone, as he was going 
to the Palace, he took him aſide and frankly told him he was 
become Chriſtian. : . | | a4, 
Gueni ſoin who was paſſionatly fond of this Child, feem'd much 
ſurpris'd at his Diſcourſe, and turning back, carryed him home 
to his Houſe, where he reaſon'd the Matter with him in 
private, but in ſuch terms as were capable enough to daunt his 
Courage. Sen ( days he) its News to me that yon embruc'd the 
Chriſtian Religion. But ſince you have, and farther alſo neſotve to 
jeyn Foreume with Father Organtin, tate Courage; for that Father 
3s not in the Lift of the Condenn'd Perſons, however if for the 
he do offer either to preach, or baptize, he will be no more 
par d, then the reſt. For what remains, if +he Emperour commands 
me no put all Chriſtiant to Death, you muſt net expett to find * 


4 


We have Preſidents enough both ancient, and modern, of Parents that 1 
mut hered their own Children, for rebelling apainſt their Prince. To 
theſe Conſtantine very modeſtly ene Ts 3 Wes ps TT" _ 
' Father, It was not the fear of Death that mov'd me to this Confeſſion, | 
but 4 Real concern for your Intereſt, leaſt ſome Mizfortune or other a5 
might befall you thro” my Neglect. Ton know Sir, we are obliged to- 
obey the King, much more t King 94 Kings, and Lord of Heaven 
pox | Earth, who fir gave, and ifs Nas 1 this Being of ours... 
Im ready Sir to die by you or any other, as Heaven hal pleaſe * 
to appoint, If you be the Man, you'll only take the Life you gave 
me and beftow 4 better on me in its Mead, ſo fill youll Continue 4 
Parent, and I a Child infinitly indebted to you for my Happineſs... 
But if others take this upon them, I have this Comfort, that you- are 
innocent of your own Blood, and ſo without the reach of cheſs Racks, 
that uſually torture ſuch as tear to Pieces their own Bowels, God 4 
my Witneſs, Pm ready to obey you in every Thing, where my Soul's 
| Happins s is not in Queſſion. But as you have always expreſs. ſ 
much Tenderneſs for me, Pm v ſure, you wou'd not me plunge. 
12 ſelf into Hell, to. phe e 4 Prince, that can't releaſe me from 
tdence. 5 I Al BY. n "nl 
Guenifoin was fo 8 with his. Diſcourſe, that he 
had much ado to hold Tears, however he put the beſt 
Face on't, and went out, bidding his Son expect till he return'd: - 
He goes then to the Palace to learn of the other Governours 
how Matters ſtood with the Chriſtians ; for Tayceſama had not 
then fully declar'd his Mind. At his Return, he ſent for his 
Wife, and told her what had paſſed. betwixt him and his Son; 
adding, that if the King ſhou'd command him to put all, the b 
Chriſtians to Death, he wou'd cut Conſtantiws Throat with his 2 
own Hand: The Words were yet betwixt his Lips, andthe Y 
burſt out into Tears, complaining of his Son, and calling him --Y 
barbarous and cruel, to make him attempt upon a Life, that 
ws New to be his own Death | © 6 414 n 
Wbilſt Conftantire was in this Combat, Dan Michael hig Don Mi- 
Couſin, weary with waiting and expecting in Town, reſole d char? 
to follow. him to his Father's. Houſe. So ſoon as he was arriy d, K:/ourion- - 
the Mother who knew nothing of the League. that was betwixt - .. +. © 
them, took him privately to her Cloſet, and there began to 
inveigh againſt her Son Conſtantine, for Changing his Raich. 
What ſhall I de (ſhe added weeping) rob'd of both my Children, 
whe by their wiſe Condult and Prudence, have. gained ſuch Reput ation 
at Court? How ſhall ] be able to ſurvive, after ſeeing them murther d 
before. my Eyes by their own Father? Saying this, a violent * 
— 5 


— 
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of Grief came upon her, and ſhe. downright ſwoon'd in Michaels 
The poor young Man notwithſtanding all Efforts, and Strug- 
te with bimſelß was not able to hold from Tears at the 
ight of this diſconſolate Mother, but preſently recovering him- 
Fir he took Courage, and ſaid; Dear Aunt, don't afflict your 
felf,, the late Sentence touches neither of your Sons. True ( reply'd 
the Lady, fetching a deep. Sigh) my Husband told me as much 
and that gives me ſome little Comfort. But ſuppoſe Madam (faid | 
Michael) that Conſtantine did ſuffer for his Faith, why all this 
Paſſion and Weeping ? He dies not as 4 Malefattor for Crimes, but in 
pure Obedience and Love to bis Maker. I muſt | Confeſ' (ſhe con- 
tinu'd) it's commendable, to ſee a young Man in the Flower of hit 
Tears contemn this preſent Life, for ſome other which be may more 
eſteem. But tell me why does he prefer a ſtrange and foreion Per- 
2 condemm d by the Court, before the Effabliſhd Religions of 
Japan, in which all his Predeceſſors "Wave died The Reaſon (reply'd. 
Michael) is plain, becauſe the Christian Religion ſaves our Souls, 
whereas thoſe of japan lead endwiſe to Perdition, and Hell Fire, I 
don't believe that, (anſwer'd the Lady) but ſuppoſe it true, why 
to haſten our Death before the Time? Let but Conſtantine live, and 
_ T acquieſte. © Dear Nephew, per ſwade him to return for Tamba with 
his Brot her, ani ftuy there till the | Storm; blow over.” In that mean 
while, becauſe I find be is reſold to dit with Father Orpantin, 
it ſhall be my whole Bufineſs and Stuay to preſerve that Father's 
Life. 7 LC val K SET @:! $4 2 mY E 3 3 14 . 
Things being in this Pofture, Don Conſt ant ine and Don Michael 
return'd to Meato, where they both confels'd to Father Organtin, 
and after receiv d the holy "Communion as at Point of Death. 
Having tarry'd there ſome Days, and no Proſpect of accompliſh- 
ing their Deſigns, they retir'd to Tamba, and thence wrote to the 
Provincial of the Jeſits to expreſs their Sorrow and Grief upon 
the late Diſappointment at, Fuximi and Meaco, begging he wou'd 
pleaſe to recommend them in his Prayers to God, and obtain 
Gracefor them, to ſhed their Blood for his holy Faith. ©. 
The Zeal Two Gentlemen alſo, who came forty Leagues to receive the 
of ſome o. Sacrament of Confirmation, and lodg'd there on the ſame Ac- 
Fro Crt count, finding themſelves fruſtrated of their Hopes, © return'd 
nn Home, conjuring the Chriſtians at Parting, to give them early 
Notice upon the firſt Alarum, that they might have Time to re- 
turn, and ſhare with them in the Crown of Martyrdom.. 


What 


at 
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What happen'd to Andrew Ongaſamara and his Father, deſerves 


and noble Family, and above all, a Perſon famous for his Vertue 
and Sanctity of Life. It was he that ſtole away by Night,. the 
Croſs that — about the holy Martyr Joram's Neck, and three 
Yearsafter tranſported his precious Relicks to Arima. This noble 


Cavalier being retir'd to Ozaca, upon the late Deſolation of Bun- 


ge, heard they were drawing up a Liſt of ſuch Chriſtians as were 
condemn'd to ſuffer Death. He went ſtreight tothe Fathers and 
told them, that being more Ancient than the reſt, he had Right 
to the firſt Place in the Roll; not content with this neither, he 
took upon him to diſpoſe for Martyrdom his Father, a Manof 


fourſcore Years of Age, and Baptiz'd but ſix Months before for 


the ſame End. | 
Father (ſaid he) being ſo lately 7 5 


id, I you know lit- 
tle of the Nature of Martyrdom. 


greateſt Favour God can be- 


ftow on a Chriſtian, is to Mer him an occaſion of laying down bis 


Life for his Service. But withall, whoever pretends to this Crown, 


receive the fatal Blom on his Knees. 2 

The old Man was well enough pleas'd with the Diſcourſe, 
but having been always brave, and jealous of the leaſt Point 
of Honour, he could not brook that part of Non-reſiſtance. 
What (ſaid he) « Man of Honour, as Iam, to let himſelf be mur- 
der'd Coward like, and not diſpute his. Life, to ſee the Heathens 


look on ? With — drawing his Poniard, and putting himſelf 
in Poſture of Defence, he rais'd his Voice, and ſaid: Let me 
fee whether they dare lay Hands on them. Ill bew down ſeven ar 
eight of them at my Feet, and follow the Blow; till they diſarm or 
cut off my Hand, If they kill me fightin, in this manner, Im will- 
ing to die 4 Martyr, but upon no of Score. 


Andrew ſeeing his Father but ill Principlid in his Religion, 


and fearing he wou'd be as good as his Word, modeſtly re- 
ply'd again; Tou know, Sir, the Family of 9 bath been 
always famous in Japan for its Valour and noble Exploits; our Pre- 
deceſſors diſtinguiſh\d themſelves in the Academies, teaching the o- 
ther Gentry to mount on Horſeback, to manage their Arms, and o 
ther War-like Exerciſe, as became Men of . Quality and Rank. 
As for your ſelf, you have given the World ſo many Inſtaxces of 
your Courage, that none dares bid you defiance, but ſuch as are weary of 
their Lives; and ſo it cant be anywiſe imputed to Comardize, if 
you offer your ſelf voluntarily unto Death. But ſince 2 of 

F | Combat 


butcher thoſe Fathers before our Eyes, that made us Chriſtians, and 
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rticular Remark. Andrew was a Native of Bunge, of an ancient 


muſt be ſure to be meek and humble, and realy without oppoſition'to | 
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Combat does not reliſh, be plead Sir, to retire into the Cuuntry with 
my Son, in him you may preſerve the Name of the Family, and the 
Glory of our Bload. : F | 

The Father much offended at theſe Propoſals, told him in 
ſame little Heat, that he was never us'd to flie, and none 5 


now reproach him with it in his old Age. Retire your ſelf (ſai 
he) if you be afraid, far my pert, I'll ſtand my Ground, and look 
the Enemy in the Face. I'll break ſome: of their Heads, and then 
die a Martyr. Andrew had no other way, but to recommend the 
Matter to God, who was pleas'd to diſpoſe him by another 
Means. His Lady working one Day at a ſort of Garment, ta 
wear on the Croſs at the Time of her Execution, and the Ser- 
vants alſo buſie employ'd in ſeeking out Beads, Reliquaries, and 
Croſſes on the ſame Account, the old Man who happen'd to be 
there preſent, appear'd much ſur pris d, and was -curiqus 
to know the Meaning: They told him in a pleaſant kind of 
Way, that they were preparing to die for Jeſus Chriſt. O the 
Power and Efficacy of divine Grace! Theſe Words were no 
ſooner out, but the old Man flung down his Arms, and took 
up the Beads, proteſting he wou'd bear them Company. 

The He- If the Men ſignaliz'd themſelves in the Beginning ofthe Perſe- 
zoical Cou- cution, the Women did no leſs. We poke above of the Lady 
— A ; Grace Queen of Tango, and what ſhe did in order to receive hol 
fia 72. Baptiſni. Hearing afterwards, that the Fathers were condemn 
dies, to die, and with them ſome other Chriſtians to be Crucifi'd, in 

confidence that God deſiga'd her the ſame Honour, ſhe ſat down 
with ſome Ladies of her Court, to work her ſelf a Suit agaipſt 
the Fime of her Execution, Moreover, ſhe commanded them 
to tell her what Day the Jeſuits were to die on, For (ſhe added) 
fo ſoon as ever I ger the News, be it at Midnight, Tl run bare» 
foot with my Daughters to be Crucifi d with them. 

Several other Ladies of Adeaco, infpir'd with the ſame Senti- 
ments, to ſpare the Officers the Frouble of Searching, met 
together at a Lady of Quahties Apartments in Town, near 
the Jeſuits College, with Robes and Garments on purpoſe for 
their Execution. There was one of a more diſtinguiſh'd Qua- 
tity than the reſt, who fearing that the Officers wou'd not 
dare to ſeize her at her own Houſe, fled privately in the 
Night to the reſt of the Company, in order to ſuffer with 
them. Whilſt they were entertaining themſelves with pious 
Diſcourſes of Martyrdom, one amongſt the reſt cry'd out; 
For my part, I'm firmly reſolvꝰ d to die for the Faith, but being 4 

- Woman, 1 fear the Sight and Noiſe of the Lances, and other In- 
Fruments 
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ſtrument cauſe mo to tremble; if I do Ladies, lay hold on me 
I beſeech — and drag me to the Executioner, that I may ſhare with | 
you in the Co m. . + - 
This Reſolution in Ladies of that Quality and Education, ne zea 
is certainly wonderful and ſtrange; but to find the ſame in of rhe Clit 
tender Children, is ſomething more rare. In the Jeſuits Se- hen. 
minary, ſome three Days Journey from Meaco, amongſt other 
Scholars, there was one calld Thomas, a Youth of ſixteen 
Years of Age, and Son to a Wealthy Man of the fame City. 
This Youth hearing that his Father, who was refolv'd to die 
with the other Chriſtians, had left him by Will, Heir to a 
fair and plentiful Eſtate went ſtreight to Meaco to make his 
Complaints, alled it as a mighty Injaſtice, that he ſhou'd 
leave him Heir here to his Temporal Fortune, and thereby 
exclude him from the Enjoyment of thoſe Riches which he 
was now going to poſſeſs; in Heaven. But for that Sir (he 
added) as you pleaſe, for my part I'm reſolv'd to bear you 
Company, for if that Son is look'd upon as infamous in 74 
pan that ſurvives a Parent Executed for Juſtice, what wou'd 
they think on me, if 1 refus'd to ſuffer with fo dear, and ten- 
der a Father, for the holy Faith? + % 
Another of ten Years of Age, calld Lewis, whom the Re- 
ligious of St. Francis had baptiz'd, and maintain'd in their Con- 
vent, finding that the Officers wou'd not take in his Name 
a _—__—_ Chriſtia 22 fell op ſo violent a 2 
Weeping; t were forc'd out of meer pity to put him 
= down in the Liſt. We ſhall ſee preſently how he Agnalif k him 
ſelf by his glorious Martyrdom. | 6 
J A Young Girl alſo, much about the ſame Age, expreſs'd on 
I this Occaſion a Reſolution never to be parallel'd. Her Aunt who 
had brought her up after a tender Manner, hearing the Chri- 
ſtians were all mn'd to die, preſs'd her very earneſtly to 
go Home to her Patents Honſe. Child (ſaid ſhe) we are going 
ro die, ſo return Home, leaft they take and crucify you with us, for 
you are not yet at an Age for ſuffering this Kind of Puniſhment. 
The Girl at theſe Words burſt out into Tears, proteſting ſhe 
would not ſtir out of the Houſe. Dear Aunt (faid ſhe) # the 
aha Chriſtians are to die, Vm reſolu/d to bear them Company, as on? of 
irh the Number. I am y "ths true, but at the ſame Time dont want 
— Courage. So that I do but continue with you, 1 ſhall not be afraid of 
_ Death, But theſe are only Flowers, we ſhall reap the Fruit 
” 8 afterwards in its proper Seaſon. In the mean while, let us 


% return to our Priſoners. 5 | 


. 
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Tayco- The Fryars and Jeſuits ſtill continued under cloſe Guard, dais 
_ 1 ly expecting the fatal Hour. In that mean Time, ſome Hea- 
** Feſu ry then Courtiers, to oblige Don Auſtin, Simon Condera, Juto 
are nor Ucondono and the other Catholick Princes, who reſpected the 
. Jeſuits as their true Maſters and Parents, reſoly'd to mediate with 
— under the Emperour on their Behalf. Being then one Day in Com- 
eee pany with him at Fuximi, whilſt he was viſiting his new Buil- 
_*** dings, there they modeſtly repreſented to him, that theſe: Fa- 
thers in full forty Years Time which they liv'd in Japan, were 
never yet known to be concern'd in any Intrigue or PraQice 
upon the State, or fo much as medling with Buſineſs that might 
give Diſturbance to the Publick. On the contrary, they preach'd 
up Peace and Obedience to Superiours, reconciling Enemies, 
comforting the Afflicted, relieviag the Poor, viſiting the Sick, 
and aſſiſting them to the utmoſt of their Power, reſpectful in 
all Things to great ones; in a Word, they appear'd to be Men, 

that deſign'd good to all, and hurt to none. 

The Emperour liſten'd quietly to their Diſcourſe, and-ſhew'd 
as if he cloſed with them in the fame Sentiments. In that 
mean while came in Guenifoein the Vice-Roy of Meaco, whom 
Intereſt oblig'd to be warmer in the Cauſe, in regard that his 
two Sons reſolv'd to die with Father Organtin. He confirm'd 
then what the others had ſaid; adding, they always ſhew'd 
a true Reſpect and Deference to his Majeſty's Orders, as. well 
in X:mo as at Meaco, where Father Organtin, notwithſtanding the 
imperial Grant for reſiding there thro his Infirmity and i great 
Years, liv'd' more like a baniſh'd Perſon, than one tolerated by the 
Government, changing his Habit, and never appearing in pub- 
lick. He faid many other kind Things of them, which 15 
charm'd the Prince, that in all Appearance he was like to re- 
voke the former Edicts, and content himſelf with tranſporting 
the Fryars back to the Philippines. But God- was pleaſed to 
crown their Zeal; reſerving the Jeſuits for harder Confficts, 
in Conſideration of this Church of Japan, whom he would not 
leave deſtitute, of Prieſts and Paſtors, all at- once. 

The Reaſons that oblig'd the Emperour to ſpare the Fa- 
thers of the Society, as appear'd by a Letter from a Gentle- 
man at Court to Trax abu Governour of Nangaſaqui, were theſe 
Four. Firſt, Becauſe if he put the Jeſuits to Death, it would 
certainly exafperate the Chriſtians of imo, who receiv'd the 
Faith from tireſe Fathers, and being numerous, probably might 
ſtir them up to a general Revolt. Secondly, He had no Mind 
to break off that. advantagious Commerce with the W 
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who were not like to return thither again (as he thought) if the 
Jeſuits were not tolerated, to, adminiſter them the Sacraments. 
Thirdly, In Reſpe& to my Lord Biſhop, in Conſideration of 
all the noble Preſents, and ſatisfactory Anſwer, which he brought 
over with him, from the Vice-Roy of the Indies; and Laſtly, 
in Juſtice to the Fathers themſelves, for their prudent and 
wiſe Conduct, in Obedience to the Laws and Government of 
the Empire. Theſe were the Motives that induc'd him to 
ſpare their Lives at leaſt for that Time. <4 3299 y 

The Governour G:bonoſcio, who took an Affection for theſe 
Fathers, hearing of the Emperours kind Intentions, went 
ftreight to the Palace, and after the uſual Ceremonies, addreſs d 
himſelf to the Emperour in this Manner. Sir, Your Majeſty _._ 
commanded” me Tefterday, to put all the Fathers to Death, not to mm. . 
ſtake in my Orders, pray what Fathers do go mean? Are thoſe thar 
come over in the Portugueſe Veſſels included in the Number ? 1 

No (reply'd Taycoſama) 1. condemm' d none but thoſe that came 
"over in the Philippine Gion. For tbeſe Apoſtate Preachers (as 1. 
perceive) are the ſame that reduc d Mexico and the Philippines, 
under the Obedience of Spain, and now come hither» on the like Pra- 
Riſes. But Pll teach them to play Tricks with Taycoſama. Did I 
think the Law they preach'd was good, and worth teaching, I would 
give that Leave to Father Rodriguez my Interpreter, and the reſt 
of his Society, who for the Courſe of theſe ten Tears, have always had 
a Regard to my Commands, and not to vheſe new Comers, that live 
in open Defiance of me. But for the future let me never have it , 
ſpoke. of again. Go (ſays he) to Gibonoſcio, diſparch 4. Figat im- | 
mediately to Rodriguez my Interpreter, and tell him from me to | | 
to keep a good Heart, and above all fee that no Injury be offer d to 3 
the Biſhop; or any of his Retinue that came hither with him to i 
Court. 5 : . +4 

Gibonoſcio upon theſe Orders, diſpatch'd a Chriſtian. immedi -- 
ately to Father Organtin with the News, ordering him to take — 7 
the Guards off the College; and fo to Nangaſaqus, to acquaint: 1 
the Biſhop and Father Rodr:pzez with the wr Pleaſure... | 
Fa- The Fathers knew not well, whether to be ſorry or glad. It: = 
tle- was a Pleaſure to ſee themſelves once more in Condition to- 4 
\eſe aſſiſt their darling Flock, and as a round Mortification at the 
ld {ame Time, to loſe the Crown of Martyrdom, which in great 2 
the Meaſure, was the End of their leaving Europe, to toil and la- 5 = 
ight bour in this painful Miſſion. So ſoon as the Guards were ta- : 
ind ken off from the Jeſuirs College at Aeaco, the Govergour ſent: | 
eſe, an Officer round the Town to enquire from Houſe to * ; 
who er 
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- knew not what to do. 
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after ſuch Chriſtians as frequented the Fryars Church. The 
Faithful believin 
Names, and thoſe that could write ſet them down with their 
own Hands, but the Number was ſo great, that Gzbonoſcis 
However he choſe twelve out of the 
Fryars Houſe, and took in their Names amongſt the Religious. 


In the mean while ſeveral great Lords at Court, knowing 
iin, 7 what the Emperour had done in favour of the Jeſuits, believ'd 


= 3 Francis, or at wo 


obtain the ſame for the Religious of St. 


they might poſſibl 
get the Sentence chang'd into Baniſhment. 


Feſuite But Jacuin the ſworn Enemy to Chriſtian Religion, had ſo turn'd 


And — 
Chriſtians 


the Prince's Fancy and prejudic'd him againſt them, that in- 
ſtead of doing them Service, they only haſten'd their Death. 


condemned For in that very Inſtant, he commanded Gibonoſcio to take out 


to Die. 


all the Priſoners that were in Ozacs, and ſee. them conducted 


ſafe to Meaco, and farther, to cut off their Ears and Noſes, 
and in this contemptuous Manner, to conduct them in Carts 
thro? all the Streets in Town. a. | 

Gibenoſcio deliver d the Commiſſion to his Lieutenant, charg- 
ing him to bring the five Religious of St. Frances, and the other 
Chriſtians, under a ſtrong Guard to Mears, in Order to pro- 
ceed to Execution. The Officers coming to the Fryars Con- 


vent, ſeiz'd all that were down in their Liſt. Amongſt the 


twelve Chriſtians, there was one call'd Aatthias, the Proveditor 
of the Houſe. This Man. being abroad about the Concerns. 
of the Houſe, when they call'd over the Roll, and none there 
to anſwer in his ſtead, the Officer cry'd again and 
Matthias that he does not appear ? With that a. devout Chri- 


ſtian of the ſame Name, that liv'd joining upon the Gate ſtepp'd 


up, and anfwer'd. Here's Matthias, indeed not the Man you look 
for, but one of the ſame Name, and a Chriſtian too, by the Grace of 
God. That's enough (reply'd the Officers) we want only to have 
our Number compleat. | And ſo we may truly fay of him, what 
St. Lake, in his Acts, lays of St. Matthias. The Lot fell on Mat- 
thias, and he was number'd with the Eleven. | - 

The Names of the three Religious of the Society, were Paul 
Michi, James Kiſai, and John Gotto. They obtain'd this Favour. 
thro” the ſpecial Providence of Heaven, for being not compris d 
in the Sentence, they onght in Courfe to have been releas'd; 
but G:bonoſcio, who was lately reprimanded at Court for his la- 


dulgence to the Fryars, durſt ſhew no Favour, and ſo they 


were taken out with the reſt, and carried Priſoners. to Meaco. 


It's faid, this was done by the Intereſt and CIS of 
| Ax- 


it a Signal for Combat, gave in all their 


in where's 


SS. aca 
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the feigu'd Protector of the Fryars, who the better 

to colour his Treaſon, and Concern for their Death, procurd 

theſe Jeſuits to keep them Company, in their Igaominy.and Tor- 


ments. . 
On the firſt Day of January, 1597, the Priſoners being ar- 
riv'd now at Adrace, Father Orgi mov'd for a Releaſment 
of the three jeſuits, as being Priſoners there, contrary. to the 
Emperour's Commands. Giboneſcio declar'd he was ſorry with 
all his Heart for their Diſgrace, at the ſame Time it was net 
in his Power to do any: t 2 Matter, without firſt 
conſulting the Emperour, which might prove of dangerous Con- 
ſequence, and probably draw his Diſpleaſure upon the whole 
Body, eſpecially ſeeing theſe Gentlemen were taken at Ozaca, 
where none were tolerated. (beſides Father Rodriguez, his Ma- 
jeſty's taterpreter) and ſo Father Orgentin. was fœrcd to let the 


So ſoon as Taycoſoma had iſſu d out. the late Orders, he dif- He Co- 


Matter fall. | 


patch'd a' Meſſenger to Fazambure Governour of of* 
Lieutenant ta his Brather Tra, Governour of ane, 1 
with Advice; that in ſame few. Days, he would fend him the der to 


diſcalced Religious of the Philippines, and ſame other Chriſtians, cruciß be 
in order to be crucif d. Gibonaſeis alſo wrote to him. at the Priſiner. 
ſame Time, ordering in his Majeſty's Name, to ſee that no 
Affront was offer d to the Jeſuits, whom he was pleas d to 
have reſide there, on Condition they did not preach. the Goſ- 
pel, nor hold Aſſemblies, nor baptize any of his Subjects. 
Fazambure went ſtreight to the College with his Letters, ta ac · 
quaint the Fathers his Majeſty's Pleaſure. Then he gave 
the Magiſtrates in Charge to ſee, that no Jh, teck 
their Church, as alſo to ſhip off the four Religious of St, Ranis, 
who then reſided at Nangaſaqui, for India; or China, by the 
firſt Portugueſe Veſſels that. fail'd out of that Fort, farbidding | 
all Perſons whatever, on Pain of Death, to bring them wen 
again unto theſe Iſlands. „ 
Now theſe Orders being directly oppoſite to the Law of God, 
1 the ty FF 17 to take na Notice ot 
b em. Moreover he wrote to all his Subjects, exhorting them 
d to be ready as the Rule requir'd, to Foo their Lives for- 
5 the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Seuls, above all »o- 
1 keep diligent Watch over their Elèeks, and extend, if poſiible, 
'Y - I the Empire of Jef Chriſt, but ſtill by ſuch Ways and Means, 
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0. as might, not give the Emperour any Cauſe of Complaint. This 
* was done cluefly by Advice of the Kings of Aim and ne 
who 
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who were not at all for removing the Seminary and Noviſhip out 
of their States, notwithſtanding the vaſt Number of Students 
that were entertain'd therein, which amounted to a Hundred 
and better, allof them Noble Men's ' Children, beſides Novices, 
"who made up Thirty more. They only deſir'd them to comply 
a little with the Times, and for the Reſt to go on with their 
wonted Labours, but ſtill privately and without Noiſe, which 


* -the Provincial agreed to, tilt Providence was pleas'd to diſpoſe 
it otherwiſe. | 


The four and twenty Priſoners being now all met together 
at Meaco, Gibomſcio went to Ozaca to know the Emperour's 
further Pleaſure, and finding him poſitive to this firſt Reſolve 
wrote next Day to his Lieutenant, to haſten the Execution 
withall ſpeed. The Emperour ( as was ſaid above, ) commanded 
that both their Ears and Noſes ſhould be cut off: But Gibonoſcio 
either out of Pity and Compaſſion, or by private Inſtructions 
from Court, or perchance in hopes of ingratiating himſelf 
with Taycoſama, by this mild Conduct, moderated the Sentence, 
and took of the Tip only of their Left Ear. | 

The Priſoners hearing they were condemn'd to die, fell 
down on their Knees, and gave thanks to God for the Fayour. 
Brother Paul Michi late Student in the Seminary of Arima, and 
now Member of the Society of Jeſus, being endu'd with a rare 
Talent in preaching, began a Diſcourſe upon the Myſteries 
of our holy Faith, and the Glory of Martyrdom to the Guards, 
but ſo home and moving withall, that two of them promigd 
to receive the Faith, and a Cavalier alſo whom he baptiz'd 
ſome time before, with five other Perſons of Quality, with- 
out regard to the Danger he was in, profeſs'd himſelf publickly 
a Chriſtian, FI 
On the third of January the 24 Priſoners were conducted 
They eutoff by the common Hangman, with their Hands ty'd behind their 
NP of Backs, to the high town of Afearo, where they cut off the Tips 
of their Ears. The Chriſtians gather'd up theſe Relicks with 
a mighty Devotion and Reſpect, and particularly one Victer, 
Secretary to the Governour of Ozaca, who took up thoſe of the 
three Jeſuits, and carry'd them to Father Organtin. The good 
old Man taking them into his Hands, what with Joy, and 
what with Compaſſion, burſt out into Tears, and offering them 
up to our Lord, ſaid : Behold my divine Saviour, t 
4 Fruits of your Church of Japan. Behold the firſk Product of our 
1 Labours, "which I now offer to your divine nee, And grant that 
7 this Blood which waters the Lag; may bring forth plenty of MT 
| 7 
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t, to praiſe thy holy © Name in this Extremity of  the-\World;/ b 
— 2 Bui, and precious Deaths. He added much — 
to the ſame Purpoſe, and after ſo tender and mens Way, 
that it drew Tears from all that heard him. 

This firſt Part of the Execution being now over, they put 
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them all into Carts, Three and Three, according to the ancient 4 8. are 


4g 


Cuſtom of the Country, and conducted” them in this Manner, nomini- - 


thro? all the principle Streets of Meaco, an Officer walkin before y thro 
them with the Sentence, which wy _ to the INE ofa) 


a = 
Pike, to this Bft. 8 


— 
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Conde theſe 7 "Mey. to , becauſe fe they came PRE 


rom the Philippines, Jello Zaki n themſelves the 
I; "Philipp . 2 45 Wir 

- <1 be cruciſi d — Nan . * fe they 1 
to ſtay in my Dominions, an K Fo C e A 


ma "gs expreſs .Ommand. 


The Gicardy* had. all the Difficulty in the World, to take 
Way thro? the Crouds, ſo very many were there, that flocked 
thither from all Parts to fee this SpeRacle. The Mob on theſe 
Occaſions us'd always to curſe and rail at the Criminals before 
they ſuffer d, but at this time, ſeeing ſo many innocent Perſons, 
and little "Children, bear this Ignominy with ſo much Joy, 
which appear'd in their very Countenances, and March as 
*twere in triumph unto Death, they conceiv'd within themſelves. 
a kind of feeling of their Misfortune. In a Word the Patience, 
Sweetneſs, Modeſty, and 'Humility of the Martyrs, edifyed all; 
and drew Tears from moſt that ſaw them. 10e e 

Father Peter Baptiſt, a Man truly Religious, and worthy” 
Captain of this glorious Troop, preact'd ' aloud as he paſs d 
thro” the Streets, firſt in Spaniſi, and then in Faporeze, to animate ' 


{{ and Plea ſure 


rs 


his Companions, and Strengthen the vibes Chriſtians; tar 


came to ſee them ſuffer. Amongſt the reſt there were three 


Children, that us'd to ſerve the Fathers at Maſi, whereof tlie 


eldeſt was Fifteen, and the youngeſt Twelve years of Age. 


Theſe three little Martyrs being all together in one Cart, 


with their Hands ty'd behind their Backs, ſung all the while” 
the Our Father, Hail Mary, and other Prayers, but in ſo moving 
G a 


— — — 
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a Way, that the Guards had much ado to refrain from. Teats. 
Several Chriſtians zealous of ſharing with them in their I | 
miny and Diſgrace, pray'd the Soldiers to be admitted into 
the Number. The Soldiers anſwer'd, they cou'd take in none 

but ſuch as were down in the Liſt, At leaſt ( they: reply'd ) 

_  » \ fince me joyn with them in Faith, let's mount, upon the Carts, ani 

© "ſhare with them in the Afronts. ' But this was alſo rejeQed, and 
=: "i they: fellow'd ol foot. fc ion 2dt ie wit 
The Martyrs being now all arriv'd at the Priſon Gates, the 
Officers commanded them to light out of the ' Carts. That 
done, Brother Paul Michi, and his two Companions, went 
ſtreight to embrace the Religious of St. Francis (for this was 
the firſt time they Spoke together) humbly thanking them, 

for the favour God deſign'd them, by their Means, of ſheddin 
their Blood for his holy Name. The Guards who efcrhengd 

the Diſcourſe, were in amaze at the Complement, and ſaid þ 
one another? What fort of Men are theſe ? Whoever | ſaw-'ſo 
much Joy, and ſo much Suffering" together ? Our Fonte are 
Strangers to this ine of Language, they wii d\nor wilknply be tree 

in ſuch: 4 Manner. | IC. KIN Not ol 1 A {a 

On the fourth of January, this noble Squadron, was mounted 
on pitiful Horſes, and conducted to Ozaca, thence to Sacay, 
marching thro* the Streets of theſe two papuloys. Cities with 
ſo much Ignomiay, and, Contempt, that the Inhabitants, mov'd 
chiefly wich the fight of the Three Children; who had their 
Hands ty'd behind their Bagks, and their, Cheeks died with 
the Purple, of their own,” Bleod, were not able to hold from 
crying out, Injuſtice, and Cruelty,: At the ſame, time a; Report 
was handed about, that they were going to put to Death, 
Father Ong antin and the other Jeſuits. Nom the Chriſtians: 
being generally, determin'd to bear them Companyy it caus d 
ſuch 4 Tumult in, Town, that Cibonoſgio was forc to ſend his. 
Officers from Houſe. to Houſe, to aſſure them, that Tayco/ama. 
aim d only at the Priſoners then in hold | 
They are Our glorious Martyrs, having now triumph'd by thefe ig 
conducted nominious Marches. (thro the, principal Towns of the Empire) 

** over the Vanities of the World, the Bmperor gave Orders for 

zun conducting them to Naxgoya, and thence to Nangaſaqu.. But 
inſtead of croſſing the Sea, which was much the. ſhorter Cut, 
this Tyrant partly to haraſs the poor Priſoners, partly alſo. 
to terrify the Chriſtians, and partly to prevent future Con- 
verſibas, commanded: expreſsly they ſhou'd be carry'd- over 


F A4 
< They 
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They -patted then from Secay on the ↄth of January 159 
. Ms vaſt number of Soldiers, and. an 2 8 the 
Head of them, bearing. their Sentence at the End of a long 
Pike, which was drawn up a new in large Characters, that all 
might read it, this Sentence in Subſtance was much the ſame 
with the Firſt, with this Difference only, that here he threaten'd 
all with Death, Who for the future ſhould embrace the Chri- 
fence them againſt. the ſharp Colds' of the Seaſon, ſuffer d ſo 
extremely on the Road, that the Heathens partly out of Com- 
paſßon, aad partly for fear of being anſwerable for their Lives, 
if they died in their Hands, took pity on them, and reliev'd them 
E oils zeta tr 
This notwithſtanding, Father Organtin, who was truly ſeg6- 
ble of their Wants, gave a Sum of Money to 2 certain Chri- 
tian call'd Feter, in order to aſſiſt bis Brethren, and the o- 


4 ther Priſoners as they; ſNigod in need; and this zealous Man, 
f together with one Francis a Joyner, Who was much devoted to 
the Fryars, did man Offices to the Servants of God: 

But after ſome. time being diſcover'd by the Guards, and con- 
feſling - themſelves Chriſtians, they were hoth ſeiz d and con- 
ducted to Aanfaſeque/ to be cruciſ'd with the reſt; i! 
4 On the-Fitft of Fbruary they ſet out from Tucata, and came 
1 to Caraba, three Leagues diſtant from Nangoya, where Fazam- 

bure lay waiting for them. This Governour, tho' a Heathen, 
h was ſo>-ftruck to ſee Paw Michi his old Acquaintance amongſt 

the Prifoners, that he con d not hold; from Tears. | Paw per- 
0 ceiving it, turn'd towards him and ſaid; What Sir, de on ñ Q. 
b envy me the Happineſs of 2 for my God, and teaching Men the 
$4 Way to Heaven? Our Lives Sir are now at your Mercy, and there- 
4 fore let me biy the Favour, that I may have him befare I die, to 
* Confeſs and Communicate, and above all that we. may ſuffer. on 4 
* Friday. 4s being the Day on which: the Saviour of the Warld died 
i: on a Creſs for Love of 94 The Priſoners joyn'd with bim in 
R = — Petition, and Eazambure promis d to comply with the 

u 0 8 2 6 | | | | PLP, 
J Pot finding by Tayco/ama's Orders, that the Priſoners were ne ai. 
* to haſten for Nang aſaqum, he diſpatchd a Meſſenger before to able con- 
A. get ready fifty Croſſes. This vaſt number of Croſſes, Which fg, « 
15 exceeded by far the Liſt of the Priſoners, allarumd all the 2 4 
t Chriſtians and Porengueſe in Nangaſaqui, ſo each one prepar d jr aol 
ail hirſelf- for Martyrdom, in confidence that Heaven dehgn'd © * , | 
** him that Honour. A young Child; and Son to one of the 
8 2 princi- 
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principal Citizens in Town, ſeeing them all in this Buſtle, 
ask'd one of the YFeſuits if it was true, that the Heathens 
were coming to Nang aſaqui, by Order of the Emperor to 
Crucifie- the Chriſtians? A # ſaid ſo Child, (reply'd the Father) 
but what will you do, when they ask you if you be a Chriſtian ? 
I'll confeſs the Truth (ſaid the Child.) But if they ſeek to take a- 
way your Life (continu'd the Father) and go about to Ro 
you, 'what will you do then ? PI prepare (he anſwer'd) for Death; 
and after what manner (ſaid the Father)? Then the Child ſtretch» 
ing out his little Arms, reply'd again with undaunted Reſo- 
lution ; Y cry out as long as I can ſpeak, mercy Jeſus, mercy Jeſus, 
Jeſas have mercy on me; which Words ſo tender'd the Father's 
Heart, that he was forc'd to withdraw, and give way to his 
Tears. £ l | | 2 | 


Much to this Effect, was the Anſwer of little Zewis to Fa- 
zambure, on the Journey. This Governour in pure Pity and 
Compaſſion, call'd him one Day, and ſaid; Child your Life is 
now at my diſpoſal, but if youll liſten to my Commands, PI ſet 
you at Liberty. Sir (reply'd the Child) Pm not my, own Maſter, 
but i Father Baptiſt ' approve' of tbem, Jm ready to ſubmit always, 
provided that you permit me to continue' a Chriſtian. - Fazambure 
told him that would not do, for he muſt firſt renounce the 
Faith. Then (ſaid the Child) do as you 2 F not accept of 
Liſe on ſuch Conditions, for ſo I ſhou d Change a happy Eter- 
nity for ＋ 2 and tranſitory Life. 

Father | So ſoon as the Priſoners drew near Nangafaqui, the vene - 
3 rable Father 2 wrote to the Rector of the Feſuits 
EV 4, College in the Words following. We ſet out from Meaco, 2 

ger of and twenty in Company, all of ws condemn'd to be Cruciſied at 
| =o © Nangaſaqui. Three Religious of the Society of Jeſus, | ſix o/ the 
qui. Order of St. Francis, the reſt all Japonians and Preachers. We 

are all content to die for the Faith. I beg in the Name ef all the 
Priſoners, that your Reverence will pleaſe to make Intereſt. with the 
Judge, to the End we may have Leave to receive the Sacrament, 
and my Lord Biſhop's Bleſſing, ſome two Days before we | ſuffer, and 
could wiſh to ſee all your Fathers there at ho ſame Time, to whoſe 
Prayers we heartily recommend our ſelves. From Caraba in the King- 
dom of Buygen the 19th! of January, 1597. NIE 

Two Fa- Brother Paul Michi alſo wrote much to the ſame; Effect. 
thers of The Rector ſo ſoon as he had read the Letters, gave them to Fa- 
ene ther Provincial, and both together reſolv'd to diſpatch Father 
Priſoners. Rodriguez, and Father Paſſius, to Tonuque, a Place in the King- 

dom of Omura nine Leagues from Nangaſaqui to ſay _— 
| a 
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andcommunicate them there as they paſsd. But unluckily E- 
zambure, by whoſe Means they hop'd to compaſs their Ends, 
was ſtruck off another Way, charging the Guards not to halt any 
where, farther than was neceſſary, to give the Priſoners à Re- 
freſhment, and this quite defeated the whole Deſigg 

Father Rodriguez had all the Difficulty imaginable, to get 
leave of the Guards to ſpeak with them. He firſt viſited Fa- 
ther Comiſſary, in the Name of my Lord Biſhop,” and the Fa- 
thers of the Society at Nanga/aqui. Father Comiſſs ' thank'd/him 
for the Favour, and embrac'd him; in àa Word, both of them 
cry'd and wept for Joy. Father Rodriguez ſaluted afterwards the” 
Religious of St. Francis, and laſtly, the three Brethren of his 
own Order who ſeem'd in a Manner tranſported out of their 
ſelyes, at the Sight of this Father, who came thither to ani- 
mate them to Martyrdom. Brother Paul Michi and he, were 
along Time before they could ſpeak one to another for Tears. 
Paul declar'd to him his Deſire of Receiving and Dying on a 
Friday. The Father told him, the Guards would not give him 
Leave to ſay Maſs there, but however he would uſe his In- 
tereſt with Fazambure, to obtain that Favour at Nanga- 

ws, * 940 440 of! 4 3 ; 1333 Od „2 1 2401 J | 
Fan exhorting, and encouraging the Faponians to Martyr- 
dom, he tock leave of Father Comiſſary, in order to return to 
Nangaſaqui. But before he departed the Comiſſary once more 
embrac'd him, and then added with a moſt profound Humility: 
Father, poſſibly we may om ſuffer, and ſo not have the Oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing you aguin. fore, in the Name of all my Com- 
panions, I now humbly beg Pardon of reverend Father! Provincial; 
and the reſt of the Fathers of your Society, for the Trouble' we have 
given them, ſince our firſt Arrival in japan. Father Rodrs at. Nin 
theſe Words, threw himſelt at his Feet, and did the ſame to 
him, in the Name of all the Brethren of his Society. That done 
they embracd one another, and Father Rodriguez tox 
his Way for Nangaſaqui, leaving Father Paſſius behind, to 
follow after with the Priſoners. Towards Night, being to croſs 
an Arm of the Sea, about ſeven Leagues- over, the Guards 
ihipp'd their Priſoners, and Sound all (beſides the Fryars) with 
their Hands behind their Backs. The Weather prov'd ex- 
om cold, and the Martyrs ſuffer'd accordingly the whole 

ight. 1 

Father Rodriguez being arriv'd at Nangaſaqui, ent ſtreight 
to Fazambure to charge him with his Promiſe, but he was not 
to be wrought upon by any Means, reſolving not to * 
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of them neo Fon, 2 ten n 5 bee, play” 
for them,' by his own tment e alledg r 

that the Town being full of Chriſti 1 Ground. 7 
apprehend à Tumult, and for. this Re Ba. ih 5 5 
cute them the next Morning without the Walls. Howey er, no 
quite to break his Word, with his old Acquaintance. Paul Maschi, 
he wrote to the Provincial, deſiring him to app one. of, his 
Fathers to be ready early in the Morning, and he would ſend 


an Offcer along with him, and get bim Speech with che Ber 


ligious of his o] Order. 77 
The Pri- — Provmci diſpatch'd: Father 2 2 with. the Ode : 
, berg Who carried him to the Hermitage of St. Lam, near the 
5 A. . place of Execution, where the Priſoners were to ca wen the 
mean while, Father Rodriouez took another R 
before to carry them the News af their Death, buen. Wie 2 
for that very Day. They one and all expreſs'd their 25 
this Occaſion, and rendred a thouſand Thanks to God for the 
Favour. Being arriv'd at the Hermitage of St. Lazarus, Fu- 
24ambure's Officer ſtopp'd the Guards, and brought Brother Pal 
Afchi into the Chappel, where he made à general, Conſeſſion 
of his whole Life, to Father Paſſus. The other two did the 
ſame, and all of them  receiy'd their Death ip SatisfaQian, for 
their Sins. That done, Father Paſſius, b the Froviaciars Or- 
ders, admitted Ji Gorto and James, Kijai into the Society, as 
they had before long deſir'd, and after receiv'd their Vows, of 
Poverty, Chaſtity and Obedience, which they both rected before 
him. Father Solier adds, that the Fryars confeſs'd to ane ano- 
ther, and the reſt of the Priſoners, partly to the ſame Fa- 
thers, and partly to Father Rodriguez. +. 
TheChrifti. As ſoon as News was bronght to Nang aſaqui, that, the Sex- 
x: throng vants of God were arriv'd at the Hermitage, and the Exe- 
to the Place cution fix'd for the ſame Day, ſuch infinite -Crauds of P 
ud Execu- Es thither, that Fat ambure verily believ'd they would rife. | 
To prevent then any fuch Diſorder, he ſtrictly charg'd all the 
yr or to return to Nangaſaqui, and would not ſo much fo: 
as permit either the Biſhop, or the Fathers of the Society, to | 
aſſiſt at the Execution. He content (ſaid he) with the Leave that's 
already granted to Futher Rodriguez, and Father Paſſius. They ſua 
be preſent — all 'the while, and ſtay till the Criminals are 4 ex- 
pir'd. 
: But notwithſtanding theſe Menaces and Threats, the Chri- 
ſtiaus throng'd thither-as much as ever. So ſoon as te Word 


was given for the ' Priſoners to march, they all bega. to m 
Wi 
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ich a Joy and Gladneſs which ſhew'd it ſelf in their Coun. 
a e „.. himſelf took Notice of it, and calfd to. 
Father Paſſia to know the Reaſon. The Father took this Opportu- 
nity to explicate to him the Myſtery of our Redemption, the Glo- 
ry of ſuffering, for Chriſt, and the infinite Recompence of Mar- 
tyrdom; but this Heathen not reliſning the Things above, and 
leſs comprehending, the great Work of our Salvation, confeſs d 
his Reaſons ſeem'd good, but ſtill he did not find himſelf at all. 
diſpos'd to die on a Croſs. Then the Father moy'd to have 
the two Priſoners, that were ſeiz d on the Road, releas'd 48. 
not being fet down in Gibeneſcio's Liſt. But the Governqur 
wav'd it, alledging for Excuſe, that being deliver'd. to him by 
the Officers of juſtice, and their verbal Proceſs on the Way, 
now recorded, it was as much as his Life was worth to dif- 


charge tem. r i gd bed af. 45. >y 
The Biſhop alſo on his Part, preſs'd earneſtly to aſſiſt at the 
Execution, but finding the Governour inflexible in his Reſolu- 
tions, he commiſſion d one in his Name, to carry his Bleſſing to 
to all the Martyrs, and Particularly, to the 12 Father 
Comiſſary and his Riepe This Father, in the Name of all 
his Companions: humbly thankd my Lord for the Favour, and 
withall begg'd, his Pardon for not following ſo punctually his | 
Advice, as perchance the greater Glory of God did require. 74 26 
Far umbure de d at rſt to cruciſie the Martyrs an the Priſoners 
common. Place ot Execution, but upon the earneſt Requeſt of arrive at 
the Potugueſe in Town, who. intended. afterwards. to. build a 1% Place 
Church in Honour of theſe Saints, under the Name of our 1— 
Nef Martyrs, The Cyalles were order'd to be taken down, 
and; ſhifted to a more decent Place, on the Topof a little Hill 
8. bling Mount Calvary, which the Portug ; themſelves hae 
choſen, . -. jo bygtL 0910115, 10. tao 28 b nm Fader 
The. Japnian Oroſſes and ours, are not . altogether.,q like, 
for whereas ours have Arms at Top only, theſe.are armd 
both at Bottom and Top, and a kind of Seat; in the Middle 


SS Terres är TESTS 


5 
of 
fore 


tor the Criminal to ſit on. ; lie Ni e 
Moreover, inſtead of nailing the Body, they bind hein Hande 
and Feet with Cards, or Iron. Rings, and a Ring about their Merke 
al to keep them faſt to the Croſs, That done, and the Body bound 

ler. cloſe to the Wood, the Croſs is rais d aloft. in the Ai, and the 

. MW =x<cutioners. make up with ſharp Lances fx for the Purpoſe. 
if only one be to die, they ſtrike right at the Heart, through 
Vora the left Side; if two, then they run thro' both Sides at once, 


move making with their Lances a Sort of a Croſs. By this Means 
with the 
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the Criminal dies almoſt in an Inſtant, in a Deluge of his 


_ Their oy Own Blobd, or if by chance he ſhould ſtill breath, they double 
a theSiphr and redouble their Stroak till he be quite dedddae. 


of the 


| Croſs. 


The glorious champions of Jeſus Chriſt, being arrived at the 
Place of Execution, Fazambure drew up his Guards about the 
Hill, at ſeven or eight Paces from the Croſſes, and ſhut out'all 
the Multitude, Father Rodriguez and Father Paſſis only excep- 
ted, who aſſiſted the Martyrs to their laſt Breath, The Sight 
of the Croſſes inſpir'd the Servants of God with new Tranf.' 
orts of Joy, all of them extolling the Mercy and Bounty of 
God, for pleaſing to receive their Lives, in a Sacrifice to his 
divine Majeſty. 7. e en er os wa 
Father Comiſſary began the Canticle of Zachary, Benodickus 
Dominas Deus Iſraeli Father Martin fixd his Eyes on Heaven 
as if he had been in a profound Contemplation. The other 
Religious, their Companions, ſung divers Canticles to the Ho- 


nour and Glory of Almighty God. In a Word, the whole Com- 


pany expreſsd, one and all, as much Joy on this Occaſion, as 
if they had been going to a Feaſt; the Children themſelves not 
excepted. Amongſt the other Croſſes: there were three leſs than 
the reſt. So ſoon as little Lewis entred the Liſt, he defir'd to 


know which of all theſe belong'd to him, and the Perſon point- 


ing towards it, he ran and embrac'd it with ſo much Tender- 


neſs and Feeling, that the Heathens were all in Admiration 
at him, wondering where the Attractives lay in theſe cruel 


and ignominious Torments to make Children fo fond of 

The Martyrs being now mounted on their Calvary, they faſten'd 
them to their Croſſes, each with an Executioner at his Side: 
They hung ſome four Paces one from another, and were 
rang'd in Order as follows, On either Hand of the Fryars, 
were ten Japoniams, and amongſt the reſt, the three Religious 
of the Society of Feſws. The firſt to the Eaſtward, was Francis 
Dauto a Convert of eight Months ſtanding, and one of the 
two that were ſeiz'd on the Road, to Nangaſaqui, for aſſiſting 
the Religious of St. Francis. The ſecond, one Coſmas Taguya, 
a Cutler of Oari, and Interpreter to the Fathers. The third, 
Peter Coſſaqui Fellow Companion to Francis Dauto, and appre- 
hended with him on the ſame Account. The fourth, Michael 
Coſaqui Native of Iſce, and Dart Maker by Trade. 


The 
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The Fifth. was 2 rother James V of the: Socier 0 eſis, a The Devo- 
Man of threeſcore” and four Years of Age, Nel 0e 105 "an view ofBro, 
Put poſes, and of à moſt etemplar Life. He Conſecrated bim- 3 
ſelf to God in the Service of the 1 from his ey Years, | 
and was Porter of their Houſe at the fame time they came to 
apprehend him. He ſhew'd always a particular Devotion to 
the Paſſion, of our Lord, meditating on it Day and Night with 1 
Tears in his Eyes. Being told he was to die after the, Exam-" | 
ple of | the Son of God oh a. Crols, he felt ſuch Joy within 
himfelf; as can't be expreſsd, 

Next after him follow'd Paul Aichi, a young Man of three Paul Mi- 
and thirty.Years of Age, and an eminent Preacher of the Soricr of chi's Zeal 
. He was Na high 75 l Son x0 ere famous Kad Yen Fer 

"or nguiſh'd Favourite fo - the en 
Wye Years of Age 
in the Semitiary of 
1 nk With je ; 


late 


. 


yd him to. 2275 W 4 4 88 

1. Kade 40 fo Ec th Gee (wt 9 5 nr Pas 7 

en, Watz) tr e Soci 1 being juſt two and 
858 17 — 5 . SN: 5 5 finding kim to be endew d 
| with, rare Parts, © appl. im to proxebieg. in which he much 
on Wl excell'd, working many, notable Converſions, and theſe amongſt 
ne! WI Perſons: "of tue fri: Rank, Who charmed with his Zealand Efe. 


of Wl quence,” Went. 17 15 7 to hear him! He wrote alſo ſeveral 
, p Nett Books! 'a g Halt che Fe to detect their Forge, and 
n ea 8. } 2 * 85 2 


de. e we lebe kis Im nprifoament, ſeeing' a poor Heathen 
ere led to Exe tion, he oy 11 his way thro' Ihe Croud to Fo 
ars, ſtruct him ig he Myſteries of dur Faith, and his Words t 
ous Wo good” Bea, that the Heathen was Baptiz'd in the © HE. 
cos WM Inſtant hd Up ie BY, happily, cls, Pen Jeſus and 255 
the to his I: 1 In time o His 1 alſo, he ſpoke” 
ing Ml © Sorel bf RK to the. G Geli that came flom time tö 
h, time to" viſtt Flr that fix of them embracd the Faith, and 
ird, WW vere baptiz'd by him in the Priſon. But if ever he properly 
"re- Wl diſtin Sig an 7 * 1 it yas Tom the Croſs on the holy Mountain.” 
hae! 80 1900 'had*bount* him to the Gibbet, all zun, 
with th 12 of God, he rats'd his Voict, and cry d but with | 
all his Force. | 
Gentlemen, your 1 Pm a ponian by Birth, and Relis 
The gong (rho? "utworthy) of tbe Wi 74 eſus. by going as you fee, | 


of the-Churchoof JA PAN. 
Jar Freaching tis Lam of 


4x 1 4 Hells Life, fer any Crime 
10 1 Ge Fo we 88 "ole gre ta. ſhed, my Blood on ſo _ 
an, Acaount; > bak it one: of. t aVours that 
pleard, to beztow: upan. me. In, this rx am OF by to he: 
g d by the. dread Soveraig 1 of Heaven, to mhom 1 muſt render. 
an. Account of my Life, Ly can't think I mou'd tell you, a 22 
and betray. my. 99 Nom 1 proteſt and. we ar by. the 17 
Cod, 75 mhm 1, muſt ents Hy. out ef the, Faith. of 
Chriſt 7 eres ne. Spy rn > and mbereas Bros py 5 rw 74 


Faith to fo ide our. Enemies, T 4 ber | 
don both th Emperor of ng a 40 55 Of Ne + ; * 
been 72 miſe Instrumental in m t 5. 


as 1 N . 


"Ns or who 


eng 1 Br 0 air 11 95 ta fi 2 _ 


15 glorious ;. 


WIE 


nam d, Hoh guts, of Driegqui, a QNVE * e 
* exeet- chr Nas 8, yo 5 ce ee . K bs 
_ b n Native of, Ce. bn: up from his. 
| 977 


ate Lan ig, che Seid e Nase en, aß Wong þ 


Q 
Gatto. tf, 15 70 1 Aid aboye. e late Pe on; of Gerte, the 
io 75 5 in the Chriſtian. Doctrine, It's uncertain whe», 


ther he ever ſtudy'd in a Seminary. | However my 5 8 


8 Parts, à generous 4 ht, 
7 11 en, 1 ae 1. 


that he ſcem d es «2 
guar r TNCE Jeu 
WE ds. on the Teſwits : wh Was, 5 
10 imaginable for an 18 but without egy ne: 
: „his whole 1 4 yr to ud Ve, May the: 
that was under. his. hew'd the 1555 og I 
ſo on the holy Mount, e he 0 * 9 by 


to the Altoniüment of all, 
Wag one of the 9 hit e ls Gne,tng 
* 


N Bok him to f the Soci, 155 8 
larly ta Father More yon, 15 pa he RECOMPAAY| be A. 0 
ia his Miſſions. 7:1 be lid, he) that Va 115 be 
God, and, his pious If, mn upon. the. Fo of * 8 the, 
Crown of Martyrdom. | FORT 11 a) 

Whilſt the Officers s were. preparing to F im to (the 


Croſs, erceiv:d- his. Father m tawar 
his reg Wich that he rais'd his Voice, 8 in a. kuli 


Countenance ſaid; Adieu, dear Father, be ſure. y 5 the $a 
vation of. your. Soul befere e 4. this W, alas, pu believe. there's 


7 


nothing 
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After him follow'd Ant hom another youth of thirteen Veats 
of Age. When the Guards were ſet on the Fryars Convent, 
where theſe two Children liv'd, oy IN them li 
to eſcape. But they rather choſe to die with theſe good 
every one admiring to fet them march at the Head of the Troop 
with their Hands cy'd behind their Backs. 5 
This Fer vour ſtill encreas'd as they drew near the Place of Ex- 
ecution. Being now at ſome ſhort diſtance from Nungaſaqui, 
bear Parents went out. to meet him. Both of them were 
Chriſtians, and both of them ſenſible of the'Child's preſent Hap- 
pineſs. This notmthſtanding, ſeducd by the Enemy, and yield- 
ing to Fleſn and Blood, they er to comply 
with the Times, and that wou'd not do neither, but they won'd 
reaſon him too into the ſame Perſwaſion. Ton are young (ſaid they) 
and under Age to ſuffer theſe kind of Torments, if you live yet ſome 
Years, there's the Hopes of doing God farther Service, and if yon 
have 4 Mind to die a Martyr, there went be wanting Occaſions Af 
rermards of repairing the preſent Loſs with an abundant Advantage. 
They accompany'd their Words with Tears, conjuring him as he 
tender'd their Lives, not to haften his'own Death. 


H 2 Anthony 


Fathers, © 


4 


. ,,, rr 5 1 
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Ant bony ſaw very well that the Enemy touch'd upon his weak 
Side, but inſpir'd from above, and ſtrengthen'd with the 'Grace 
of God, he raigd himſelf above the Sentiments of Nature, and 
then return'd this Anſwer : Pm Child (tis true) hut I hope God 

will give me Grate to conquer Death; and render me victorious in the Come 
bat. What ? wou'd you have me expoſe my Faith to. Laughter an 
Ridicule ? Wou'd you have me forfeit eternal Happineſs in Haven 
to preſerve the temporal Eife I veceiv'd of you'?i Ceaſe I beſeech you to 
tempt ny. Conſt ancy by your "Diſcourſes and Tears, for Lim reſalud to 
die for the Faith of ſeſus Chriſt, 7 ...... boy. 
- "Fazambure ſeeing what paſs'd betwixt them, took that. oppor» 
tunity of repreſenting to him the Duty of Children to their Pa- 
rents, eſpecially when poor and neceſſitous, ag: his were at this 

-preſent, offering at the ſame time, in Caſe he woud obey the 

Emperor, to take him home to his Hauſt, andiltreat: ham as his 
own Child, and a Proviſion over and above, for both himſeif and 
his whole Family. What ?*(faid Aut hony) do you tale me to be ſo 

mean a Spirit,” to prefer a vain and periſhable Fontiue, 'before eternal 
Happitieſs ? «However, on Condition:yowll let me lite 1:48 Iam together 

wih Father Peter and his Companions; Nm reudy to do) any thing mith- 
in che Compaſt of "my Duty. Fazambure reply d that cou'd not be 
done; and for my 2 (ſaid Anthony). I went live without them. 
Well to Heaven together, where we ſhall have all things in plenty and 
abundance. This faid, he took leave of his Parents, exhorting them 
to be conſtant in the holy-Paith: viHanging on the GroG, he in- 
vited Father Conmiſſary his next Companion, to ſing with him 
the Pſalm Laudate pueri Dominum ; but the Father making no. An- 
ſwer, he began it himſelf; and went on with it, -till: the Executio- 
ner pierc'd him thro? with his Lane. 

The glori- The Eleventh of this glorious: Troop, was Reverend Father 

ous Death Peter Baptiſt," Commuſſary Superiour of thoſe of his Order. He Mas 
8 borniat Avia in Spais, and dy in Japan at the Age of fort 
fary and eight Years he had quitted his Charge to live more ſolitary and 0 
bis Com. recluſe, but being pref by the Governour of the:Philippires to a: 
penions. make his Voyage to Japan, he had the Opportunity of ſigualizing tl 
his Charity and Zeal for the holy Faith. The Annals of his, Or- fo 
der recount Miracles of him. I wou'd willingly ſet down here 
what that Author relates of the Lives and Deaths of theſe Saints, 
if the narrow Compaſs of this Work had not ſtreighten d me for 
Place. | 3 GIO EMS 1 J NY re nnn 
The Twelfth was Father Martin de Luynes, Native of Varan- 
gueſa in Biſcay, a young Man of thirty Years: af Age. He came 
over to Japan the Year before, in Company of Father * 4 
Blane. 8 H I, e 
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which; dy'd/ the. whole. Mont where uf foſters 
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The Fourteenth, Brother Ge Gar die de. aner of te 
2 Inlliss; he took after wards the Habit 27 St. 22 Mer 


and Preach'd the Goſpel with much Zeal and Succeſs, 


thirty Years of Age. 2. 
The Sixteenth, Brother Francis, of St. Michael, Native of 7. 25 
la, near V allidolid, a fervorous. and mortify d Mag. ale s ſaid, bs 
wrought:two Miracles in his Life time. ** 
The Seventeenth, Mart hiat, of whom mention was made is 
bove. 
©1 The: Eighteenthy, Je, Cerainmare, de, Gacy,. Interpicker t 
Fryars. He, Was Brother. to aul e and U Uncle to 90 
L. q dad .25the! 217 971699} 03 7600 21 ofdanh 
\ The Nineteenth, was one, Benguentie: of, He 
baptiz d in his tenden Vears, and afterwards, turn'd . 540 
coming to underſtand that he had formerly been a Chriſtian, the 
Religious of St. Francis reconcild him: again the. urch. 
—.— Twentieth, was Thomas cara, Hh et of 
0 16 £120 M 9543 av EU 
The Oneand Twen I : 
forty Years; | »1 | . 
The Two and Twentieth, was one HBacil a Phyſician, th 


Fr: 17 


The Three and Twentieth, Thomas Danoquidanqui, an ache 


Chriſtian and ſecond. Interpreter to the anch, Fra 
The Four and Twentieth, Jam Yue 
The Five and Twentieth,.G abriel, A Native Ge Lee, a "Your 

Man of nineteen Vears of A | 
The Laſt,” was Paul Surge of of 0, another ame der R — 


ſame Fathers. 
The. Names of theſe: glorious Saints, being z wrote id t 


of Life, ought with Reaſon, to be. 1 89 910 on Earth. 5 
as they were all faſten d to their Croſſes, and fals d als 


the Air; the Executioners took up their Lances, and Prepac, 8 
acle, 


for the fatal Blow. The: Chriſtians terxiffd at 10 is Spe | 
cry'd outs Feſws, Marra, and, nothing was heard, but a cohfas'd 
Noiſe of Howling, and crying, Which 1 7 all the Comb 
to the very Heart. As to the Martys S, ons were, ſilent, othe 
ſung Pſalms, and others again, recomunende their Souls: to Hs 
divine. Majeſty. They. were all- pierc d through almoſt at the 
ſame Time, yielding up api, Souls to'God, in Delugesc of Blood, 
_e d. Frother 


The : Fifteenth; Father, Francis le Aer: a Eo He vas 


"or 505 
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dippid their Handkerchiefs in their Blood, the Bodies at the 


ter his Death, appear'd very white and 


% 
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Pail Ach, 'expir'd with theſe Words of aur Saviour in his 
Mouth: 1s Moy tuas * 55 do Spiritum meum. Lass 
hy Hundt, 0 Toru, I vero N,. 105353771977 vdT 

3 oon 28 the Execution was over, the Chriſtians zealous ſor 
ſome Relicks of theſe Saints, fored their Way thro* the Croud, 
ant without Regard to the Soldiers, who-let fly on every Side, 


fame Time drehe all the While upon their: Cloaths; They al- 
{6 cat off Part bf their Robes, and particularly of the mint 
Religious, leaving their Bodies ſo indycently clad; that the Prin- 
cipal of the Confrarernity of Mercy, was forcd to cover them 
with Lats. : Ss 3 vod 
Y SF Ar Seeing the Chriſtians affembled from all Parts, to 
honour the Triumph of thefe (glorious Martyrs was forcd to 
double the Guards to ſecure the Bodies. They appear'd after 
their Death, ſome with their Eyes Hfted up to Heaven, others 
modeſtly. locking downwards, but all ſo beautiful, that the 
Japoni uns were aſtonifh'd at it, ſpeaking of it in all Companies, 
as 4 moſt remarkable 3 God ''wi many Miracles 
Frnich Trete for Brevities Sake omit)" to honour the Death of 
his Servants. Their Bodies above three Months after, appear'd 
without the feaſt Corruption or ill Scent, and no Cros neither 
approaching them (which ſwarm in thoſe Parts) to pick out 
| x 141 Fen ew 81 


—_ e . F og omft act 
The Body of Reverend Father Ceed fry aue DF af 
a bled afreſh ont bf tir 


Wound of his Side. One 7% Baptiſt, an Traliu Soldier, who 


- 


was preſent there amongſt the Portugurſo, and receivd upon 


his Hat the Blood of Father Cymiſſary, Father Martin of tlie 
Aſcem ion, Brother Paul Michi, and another Japonian, to put it 
carefully up in a China Veſſel. Nine Months after, the ſan 

Veſſel being open'd, in Preſence of the Vicar General, the Hiſhop 
F Chma and Japan, fix Fryars, one Dominican, and two Jeſuits, 
they found the Blood freſh, vermilion, Hquid, warm and without 
the leaft ill Savour, as if it had been newly thed. 

TI fay nothing of that reſplendent Light, which appear'd both 
over the Martyrs Bodies, and Jeſuits Church: Nor of thoſe 
many Stars, and other Prodigies that were for "along Time 


over the holy Mount. For the greateſt Wonder of all is, to 
ſee Men and Children, newly born to the holy Church, ſuffer 
Martyrdom ſo conſtantly for Jeſus Chriſt, praying for the Exe- 
cutioners that put them to Death. Theſe heroical Actions made 
ſo deep an Impreſſion on a certain Japentan Apoſtate, that be 

| was 


7. Hiſtory of the Church of JAPAN. 55 
was neither afraid nor aſham'd, to profeſs himſelf a Chriſtian 
publickly, in the very Preſence of the Guards, conjuring a Por- 
tugue ſe of his Acquaintance with Tears in his Eyes, to uſe his 
Intereſt with the Biſhop, to the end he might be canonically 
abſoly'd and reconciFd with the Church. The Religious of St. 
Francis, together with the other three of the Society of Feſus, 

were all plac'd in the Catalogue of Saints, by Urban the VIII. 

In the Year i627. And their Feaſt is kept on the fifth of: 
February, the ſame Day they died. 9 28 
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Tran — 'Taycoſoma's Head, that the Death of 2 

theſe ſix and Twenty Chriſtians; who were led ignomi- EA 1 

niouſly to Execution, thro? the principal Cities of the Corea, © | 

Empire, would ſtrike a Terrour into the reſt, and oblige 

them to renounce the Faith. But con to Expectation, | 

_ _ finding them more reſolute and in a Diſpoſition generally 

to ſuffer Martyrdom, he reſoly'd to renew the War in Corea, 

under the. ConduQ of the Chriſtian Princes and Lords, whom 

he intended to eſtabliſh in thoſe Parts; and by that Means ſe- 

cure to himſelf their vaſt Poſſeſſions in Japan, and ſo prevent 

the Poſſibilty of a Revolt in Ximo, which ſtill perplex'd his 

Thoughts. To this End; he raiſes a puiſſant Army under the 

Command of Quindone, his Wife's Couſin, whom he was pleas d 

to honour with the Title of Generaliſſimo in this Expedition. 

Moreover, he created three Lieutenant Generals to act under 

him, but with their Armies apart: Don Auſtin with the Kings | 

of Arima, and Omura, and — other Catholick Princes on 
| | the 


4 new In the mean while, — rid a new, Embaffalor with 
from the demand of the Emperour, why: he 


The Hiftory-of the-Church of JAP AN. 
the Sea Coaſts. Toronoſuque, Don Auſtin's mortal Enemy in the 
North, and Camoramr- under Simon Comdern his Father, in the 
Heart. of. the Kingdom. 

They put to Sea in the Beginning of March g7. and in few 
Days made a Deſcent in Corea, 2 it on every Side. 
The Coreans who had all the *1 Calamities freſh in their 
1 finding Epos in. no Condition to . . ſe ſo 


ghty-aFor aycoſ: Yo, Ar rly 
th. and { Rides Two 50 1. a „in e Pn 
while, on Condit * PS « War Ga ince 
averſe fo all Auer 7 reaties, — ed the Generals to 
purſue their Point, and drive them to the laſt 'Extremities, 
which was no hard lake. the Nnemny having neither Heart 
nor Force, to make d againſt them. 
Don Auſtin above the reſt, diſtinguiſh'd himſelf, for ſpying 
one og fob a ſtrong 4 the Enehy of fourſcore Saitze he 


forfthe gs n th 
E much, Raton, th bebo @ ng downs _—_ 
all their Ships. 


Thk-was of neither, for the Men being 
moſt of them put a Shore, he purſu'd them over Land, and in 
the has onphs 2 _ Hotds, JON CY A khis Cönfuüſton 
they miſerably a 4 t down 

Taycoſans to Nangh 404 T This happy, — ut, that 
15 ＋2— was to divide Corea amongſt the Catholick Princes 
and Lords, in Lieu of their Poffeions in Japan which he no 
reſolv'd to ſeize 1 own Uſe. Bee wn ſuppos'd, all the Gen- 

or others anywiſe depending of t e Princes, were bound 
by che: eftabliſh'd Laws of the —_— thr: leaves fun, Abd 
fettle in Cera; and that in Courſe; maſt have prqwd fata to 
Religion in Limo, where it flouriſnd mare, than in any off 
part of tlie Empire. Phe Fathers who took Care of 
Church, had 0nly' this Comfort left, that if: Corea um conver- 
ted, it would bean eaſie Matter to carty the Goſpel into the 
vaſt Empire of Chinay eullich Only pry": from this — by a. 
Rives” - * Fore 
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rich Preſents from the " Phil;ppines.:: His Inſtructions were fir ſt to 
put to Death thoſe good 


— Religious? And to beg their Bodies. Secondly, Why he ſeia'd 


on the Merchandize of the St. Phi Gallen * Laſtly, To 

have him ſign a Declaration, for the Future, if any Spaniſh Ship 

was wrack'd on the Coaſts of yams it old receive no 3 
"I 
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The Fitſt, That h 
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s Expreſs en 

und, were at his Ser- 
4 4x id Merchandize, in 
6, oms of Japan; and as to the 
41 1 from his \undouhred Ri 80 


d-or wou'd part With. 
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for. be Fang Tug 


nds "I the Curt 3. Bok: 
pprehenſions gd le 5 
5 h,of þ his Nephew, .who con- 


nc the 


he, other Hand 
l was ine opt '0 ead:; 
. och ka De egree, 

? ation py mr iy together, un under th 
Colour. of. Religid to 1 50 pan under the lame Yaa 
theſe Reaſang, he he 5 8 4* to baniſh. them out I: 5 
whilſt the Chriſtian ces, who, ſthelter'd- them in their 

were all empley d 1 rs. abroad. "Bat: hoon to kee 
fair. With the Portugueſe yang. withall to make his late Fro 
wiſe, be gave Leave for three or four of the Jeſuits, to 755 
tinue at Nangaſaqui, on this her to, Chun that they did not ft 


out of Tn nor n either to C or Infdel 10 the 
Ae e f oils penile e 
0 olu tch'd an re 

for 8552 % Tara aba Governour of Nang 5 who was ſud- 
dainl 2. to return for Ame, with Orders 5 allmble immediate- 
ly al the Jeet that were diſpers'd obout Jan, and ſhip 
them oft by the, firſt Convenience for China: Father John Ro- 
driguex, his Interpreter only excepted, with two or three more, 
1 he was pleas d to tolerate, for the Comfort of the Por- 
tugue /e 4 

The Jeſuita who had Notice of the Emperour's Intentions, 
before the Publication of the Act, knew not in the World 
what Courſe to ſteer. On the one Side, Tarabaxa was ſure to 
12 ex- 
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that 01 Portugal, were Heh * U0 


We ay! ar Was going. on. In che avcoſania believing . Tayco- 2 
8 l the Chriſtian Religion, re- * a 
1 gn 9 55 1 who ko were the. NET we je | 
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Tub. Hiſtor of the Church of FAPAN: 67 
Fatah being Till detain'd in ' Coven, Orders were ſent” to 
Facambure his, Lieutenant, to ſee the Emperout's Edict put in 
Execution. Calling then for Father Gomer the Provincial of 
the Joi he commanded him to ſummon all his Religious to 
2892 to imbark by the next Convenience The 
Packer The to the late Agreement amongſt them) ſnewd 
a Readineſs. to comply with his Majeſty's Pleaſure - To this End; 
he broke up the anke of Arima, where they had upwards 
of 4 handred Students, af hopeful young Men, and Perſons of 
Qualities Sons. Part of them 15 ſent Home to their Parents, 
the reſt were all diſpers'd about, amongſt the Chriſtians of the 
better Sort, and there continued till the Veur 98 rat what 
Time, the Proyincial gather'd together the Number of Seventy 
of * in order. to finiſh their Studies at a Heul near Mn - 
gaſaqui. So ſboh as theſe young Gentlemen heardothat the Fa- 
thers were g en to leave Japan, they cry d and moſt bit⸗ Lad aud 
terly, N i with a general Voice, they-would'! kat the 
ſame Time, and bear them Company. 2% beo 21 en 2 
The fame esse alſo broke op! the Chee wf /in 
and ſent all the Religious (who ware Fifty? tn Number) to 
Nets wi we? together with ſome few-* more, that came ffom 
Ximo. $ erna, —— — in others 
3 who diſguis d themſelyes like Banzes changing. Lodgings 
ht, eo" help and — — the poor "afflicted Flock: | 
Ther Mes 55: this Year in „ 125 Jeſuits 5 whereof: Six anc 
Forty were Prieſts, the reſt all as and temporal \Coadjutors: : 
Twebye of theſe, Nved* in the Kingdom of Arima, ng Nei 
the Ifland of Amaciiſu, Four in the ingdom of Bung at ** 
Firando and Gotto, Two in Corea with the Chriftiags, and Father 
Organtin with Two Prieſts and Five others at A... 
Theſe brave Soldiers were not idle iti-the time ofcBattel; dl N 
for what with their Preachings and Inſtructions, they baptiz d i 
in the Courſe of one Year, eleven hundred and: fourfcorena- © © 
ponians in Ximo, and a thouſand Coream Slaves over; — 
that were taken Prifoners and ſent over to Japunz from Core. 
In the beginning of the Year 98, a Report went current about; 7; The Chu 
hat Taycoſama 2 coming down to Nun W 4 near Tine ck, of the 
here on Fazambure who was affraid he ſhou' : difeover,; that Chriſtians 


the Fathers" continued their Preachings in the Country, and 4emo/ d. 


above all to ſhew his Zeal for his Majeſty's Service, he pulled 
down a hundred, and thirty ſeven Churches, within the compaſs 
of Arima, Onra, and Hrando. But as for thoſe in Don 1 Auſtir?s 


. States, he took no notice of them, either becauſe he had no 


Mind 
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62 The Hiſtory of | the. Church of JAP ANN. 
Mind to mortify that Prince, or that he was afraid of infer-med- 
ling in his Government. ö 1A. J 217 ing” that 


kno . 
43 him, 


BY 
cold have much \cafier Acceſs to the Chriſtians, without that 
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Rui be Chun f Nan. To prevent this Threatning | 
evil, Father Ft ncial, of the, Je/uies- diſpatehd a Friend of his 
to Tua, praying bim nat to give any Notice of what ha 
ed to the Emperour, and Don -Auſtiu, and the other Catholick 
joyndewith him in the ame Requeſt., The Governour not- 
withſtanding the hazard of this Concealement, to oblige Don 
Auſtin andthe ather Catholic Fringes, wiſliagly comply d with 
their Deſires: However he cτ˙¶ eᷓ-anded Fasane, his Lieutenant, 
to keep the othet Priſaner under cloſe, Cultndy, and in the mean 
while, to make diligent ſearch after: his Companion, that both 
together might be fant back to the Philippines by - the. firſt 
Conveniencen At the fame time, he rote alſo iq the Governours 
to keep the Matter cet, promiſing in a ſhert white, to, fee; 
hoth theſe" Religions baniſhid out off fi e e e 
In that mean time the eng Priſoner was kept cloſe, and {@- 
hardly uſetl,, that he had like tochayeidiad, of Hunger, * ther 
Provincial, Who had Notice. of it, by the latereſt, and help. of - 
Friends, gat bim remon d to, better;{Eodgings,;| Where he alſo - 
ated him wth f Mecellanes, cat! 1 the; Society's Rxpence, 
Things being an this Poſtuve,, byicgrens; Provideuce of God, 
Tapceſama fell Sick, andi ſoc the, Garerymurs Were net forward in 
e Buſineb, [which they flurſt not otherwiſe have 
conceaVd; from him had he been in ſaund and perfect Health. 
God who permits his Servants ta be afſlicded and perſecytert Taycoſa- 
to wean them from: this World, ſnews commonly the: more term, fals 
markable: Inſtances af his Providence at that time, when! Things 
are deſperate. The Church of Japan was now in a Maaner 
agoniz ing, and. nothing. ν,K fon but that Tad, uboenn 
Ad vice of the Recolle&s Arrival, wau'd ſtreteh out his Arm ta 
give the fatal Blow. 1. When all an a ſuddain, God ſtrikes this 
bloody Fyrant with-e» mortal Sickneſs, raiſing up Pad e % ee 
at the ſame time a . _ PHISES, ho A * 
Nan 40. 1 8 f | . * , at : gn 5 | W/; ere i or 
to — os Ruins of this deſolate Church. He — Fam | 
with him four Fathers of the Society, and they all of them landed 
together at Nangaſaqu, on the 5th: of Au 98. at that very 
Inſtant of time, that Taycoſame's- Life was diſpair d of! This 
Conſideration mod d the Governours / who had Orders ton banim 
all the Fathers out of Japan) to look better on theſe new \ 
Recruits, for tho Heathens, and Infidels, they ſhewits alivays - 
a high Veneration, and Eſteem for! the Fathers of the Society, 
with whoſe Virtue they had been ſo long acquainted nd if 
at any time. they perſecuted; them, ir was purely by Coliſtyaior, 
and in Obedience to the Emperour's Pleaſure... As 
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64 The Hiſtory of tbe Oburch of AAN.“ 
As for Taycoſamd's Illneſs, it began at new Fi with u Bling! 
he Doctors at firſt made no — Matter of it, but find 
to häng upon him, from the firſt of June till the fifth 
Aiiguſt, they began to apprehend him in Danger. That very 
Day the Biſhop arrivd at Nangaſaqus, he fell into [o extreme 
Weakneſs and Faintings, that they really thought him dead; 
But coming afterwards to himſelf, he began with freſh' Courage 
and Vigour of Mind to apply himſelf to publick Buſineſs, and 
above all to ſecure the Crown for his Son, who was only an 
Infant of ſix Years of Age; and being a Man of a vaſt Reach 
and great Foreſight, he ſaw it wou'd be abſolitely Neceſſary 
to draw Some powerful Party over to his Son's Intereſt; for 
without this; betwixt the Subject's averſion to himſelf; and his 
Son's tender Years, infallibly the whole Project woi'd come to 
nothiag-- 512. 305 9 nee 1007 212 ALT. ES 263 
"Upon a” ſerious Reflection, of all the Kings in his whole 
Empire, there was only 'Giezazo King of Quanto, that he had 
any Apprehenſion of. This Prince had under him eight King- 
doms, and was queſtionleſ; the moſt powerful, brave, and 
beſt belov'd by his Subjects, of any Prince in all Japan. Taycoſama 
not doubting in the leaſt, but he wou'd make himſelf Maſter 
of the Empire after his Death, Reſolved to link him fo cloſe 
with his Intereſt, that it ſnou' d not be in his Power to prejudice 
his Son, without hurting himſelf. He ſends for him then in 
all haſt, and ſo ſoon as he was come into the Room, he made 
this following Speech, in preſence of the Nobles of the 
Cees © won 267 ww 20. 7197 } 90 . 381900 
He I. Dear Gieiaſo, I die and without any Concern; becduſe it is a Tris 
bours to ſe- bute we all of ui owe -unto Nature. The only Thing that gives me 
cure the Diſturbance, is, that I leave behind an Infant, incapable of ſucceeds 
— 0 ing me in the Goverument. He wants 4 Governour till he come at 
5 908% Age, that's wiſe, faithful, puiſſant and warlike. ' Now of all the Prin- 
ces of Japan you' alone poſſeſs theſe Qualities ;, wherefore in Confidente 
that you turn the Government over to him when he comes at Age, I 
here declare you Guardian to my Son, and Regent in his Mi- 
nority. But for farther Security and Satisfaction of both Parties, its 
my Will and Pleaſure that there be ſome Alliance betwiæt us; Tout 
Son hath à little Girl, that's Heireſs to . Eſtate, let her | marry 
my Son, that by this Means you may be Father to one, and Grand- Father he 


ro: ohir: offers it vols labial bis 9 | Gi 
Gieiaſo at theſe Words burſt into Tears, either out of Com- &© 
paſſion to ſee ſo great a Prince die, or for Joy that he had ac- an 
compliſh'd his Ends; for very certain, he was a cunning and ha; 
e770; : J 197 N re- La 


The Hiſtory of the Church of I A PAN. 65 
refin'd Politician that had Tears at Command, and one that | 
only waited the Emperor's Death, to make himſelf Maſter of 
the Empire. However ſo ſoon as he had recover'd himfelf, as 
if he meant the beſt in the World, he return'd this fair and 
ſmooth Anſwer. Win | {#9 | 

Sir, At the Time Nobunanga, my Brother in Lam was put 
to Death, I had only the Kingdom ef Micaca, but ſince your Aſcen- 
tion to the" Crown, by your great | Bouiity and Liberality,” have now 
eight. After ſo'many Favours then, 'which your "Majeity bath been 
pleard to heay upon me, its my" Duty both 10 ſerve your Son and his 
Heirs, on Peril of Life and Fortune. I had deſign'd as much before 
you mem ion d it to me, but now that your Majeity' hath been _ 
to intruſt me with the N. of -his Perſon and jour States, honow-" 
ring m e wit — [yr in — this 1 4 
Jie ſo ſarred, that nothing can or muſt divert me from Duty. 
e Aries Arg rs unttually be obeyed, and ſeeing you 22 Please 
to have me look upon your Sam as n own, I ſhall ſbem him the ſame | 
Aﬀettion, and at much Tonderneſs as your * ſelf have done be- C 
dre. e yIrnior 1509; hs entcy 
ae ſome other -Diſcourſes , Tœceſama calfd for the 
young Lady, and commanded his Son to marry her in his Pre- 
ſence, which was done with as much Pomp and Solemnity as 
the prefent Circumſtances would 'allow, That done he oblig'd 
Gieiaſo to ſwear before the Nobles, that he would turn the 
Government over to his Son, ſo ſoon as he was at Age to rule by 
himſelf; and the other Lords did the — promiſing over 
and above, to be true and faithful to Gieiaſo for the Time 
being of his Regency. Laſtly to engage his other Subjects in 
the Intereſt of the young Prince, he diſtributed vaſt Sums of 
Gold and Silver amongſt the Officers and Soldiers of his Army, 
and a conſiderable Bounty beſides, to the Widows of ſuch as 
had been kilPd in his Service. | | 

This notwithſtanding, he was ſtill jealous that Gieiaſo wou 
„make himſelf maſter of Japan after his Death, and therefore to 
fe limit in ſome Meaſure that abſolute Power he was in, he ap- 
its pointed Aſoxodangio Head of the four Governours of the Em- 
our pire, and at the ſame Time created four more to attend about 
wry the young Prince, of which Gibonſcio was chief. The Inſtructions 
her he left with theſe latter, were firſt; in all Things to ' obey 
| Giezaſo, Secondly, to acknowledge his Son for their Soveraign 
or fo ſeon as. he came at Age, Thirdly, to continue all the Lords 
ac- and other Officers at Court, in their Places and Penfions as he 
and WW had appointed, and laſtly, to oppoſe all Innovations in the 
re- Laws as now <ſtabliſh'd. K „ 
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66 The Hiſtory of the Churchoſ JAPAN. 
Nothing was wanting to finiſh this mighty Project, hut to 

conſerve the Governours in Peace amongſt themſelves. For Am- 
bition, as he ſaw very well, would infallibly cauſe Diviſions, 

and Diviſions in Courſe, could not but prove fatal to the State. 

To prevent this Misfortune, he cemented them all into one Fa- 

mily, by. croſs. matching the Children of the reſpe&ive Houſes. 
And becauſe Tumults and Seditions uſually happen upon the 
Death of the 'Soveraign, he. order'd. that the Palace of Ozace | 
ſhould: be fenc'd about with new Walls, and the Lords to build 
Palaces in theſame Place for their Families, intending by this 
Means: to make them all honourable Priſoners, and ſo prevent 
them from entring upon Practiſes againſt. the State: But be- 
cauſe this could not be done, all on a. faddain, + he. farther 
commanded them to keep his Death private, till ſuch Time as 
the Works were finiſn'd, and the Lords return'd Home from 
the War in Corea. Behold: what Pains. this unhappy Politician 
took, to ſecure. the Succeſſion to his Son. But wnleſs God: build 
the Houſe, they labour in vain. that build it. We ſhall ſee pfeſent- 

ly, how all theſe mighty Projects vaniſh'd in Smoak. oO 
Oy or- After this proud and ambitious Prince, had ſettled his Fa- 
's them mily-in the Manner (as is ſaid) his next Buſineſs. was to im- 
bim 4. mortalize his Name, and perpetuate his, Memory to future A. 
mongſt ges. He affected thro' the whole Courſe of his Life a Reſem- 
*be Gods. blance and Likeneſs ta the Divinities of the Country, and the 
Thing in the World he now moſt deſir'd, was to be wor- 
ſhip'd amongſt them after his Death. Finding then that Deatl, 
ſuddainly ſtripp'd him of all his Pomp and Greatneſs, to tri- 
umph in ſome Manner over this inſuperable Fate, he comman- 
ded them to ſhut up his Body, as ſoon as he was dead, in a 
rich Coffin, and expoſe it on the Royal Theatre at Fuximi. More- 
over, he charg'd them to place him in the Number of the Canis 
and to pay him the ſame Honour and Reverence, as was done 
to the other Idols of Japan, under the Title of Scioifaciman, or 

the new God of Mar. wt „tn 315 min aner 
R oor In this mean Time Father John Rodriguez arriv'd at Furimi in fo 
guez vi. Company of ſome Portugueſe, who according. to Cuſtom, came th 
krs him in to make their Preſents to the Emperour in the Name of their MW at 
bis Sick-. Captain, that was lately come from China to Nangaſaqui. The | 
ſs Emperour ſent preſently one of his Officers to congratulate MW jr 
them upon their happy Voyage, and to bring Father -Rodriguer W Cc 
into his Chamber, but they led him through ſe many Galle-W N. 
ries and Appartments (that if we may believe his own Report, in} 
it was impoſlible for him to find the Way back without a 1 ter 
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Coming at laſt to the ſick Man's Room, he found him lying 
on the Bed, bolſter'd up with Pillows, and ſo ſtrangely alter'ds 
that he ſeem'd not to have ſo. much as the Shape and Figure, 
of a Man in him. Being commanded to draw nearer, the Em- 
perour ſaid he was glad 0 ſee him before he died, and with- 
all thank'd him for the Trouble he had taken for viſiting him, 
as well in his Health as in his Sickneſs, The Father zealous 
to improve this Opportunity, began to ſpeak of the State and 
ſhort, and told” him ſuch Diſcourſes did not reliſh, verifying in 
this, what that great Doctor of the Church. teaches, to wit: 
He that forgets G od in bys Life Time, by juſt Judgment, comes at 
laſt to. forget himſelf at the Hour of Death. The Father was ſo 
ſenſibly torich'd,; that he could net hold from Tears. But whe 
can convert a covetous, cruel, lewd, proud; ambitious and blaody 
Tyrant? A Man rebellious to divine Light, conſtantly reſiſting 
the — . on his Death- bed at the Al- 
mig ty him! L 6 e T0120 02k rb ee prom iy 
After ſome Diſcourſe, the Emperor made him a Preſent of 
two hundred Sacks of Rice, a "Japon Dreſs, and 3 Frigat 
over and above a ted to he M readineſs, for Convoyang, 
him home. He ſent alſo other two hundred Sacks of Rice 
to the Captain of the Ship, and Jaraman Rayments both for 
himſelf and the -Portiggueſe, to make ' a 'Viſt to the Prince 
his Son. This young Prince at the Father's Requeſt, gave them 
a kind Reception, and preſented them with many rich Suits of 


Silk. The next Day being the Nuptial Solemnity of the Go- 


preſent. at the Feaſt, and ſo gave him leave. 


Having ſettled all his Concerns in this manner, and finding He dif- 
his Weakneſs to encreaſe upon him, he order'd them to re- Poſs. —_ 
move him up to the higheſt and remoteſt Apartment of the %. 


Palace, to be more retir'd from Noiſe. In the mean time he 
took leave of his Son, charging lim not to call him Father 
for the future, as having already ſubſtituted Gieiaſo in his Place; 
then turning to the Nobles, and pointing at ſuch as were to 

attend about his Perſon, he bid them all adieu. 
It's eaſie to imagine what Trouble this cruel Separation bred 
in the Hearts of the young Prince, and the Officers of his 
Court, whom Paſſion or Intereſt had bound to his Service. 
Nothing was heard but howling and crying on every Side, 
inſomuch, that all concluded the Emperor was dead. But af- 
ter a few Days, finding — rather on the mending * 
F 2 e 
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Death. 
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he ſent for two of the 'Governours, and charg'd them to ha- 
ſten with the Fortifications of Ozaca, and at the ſame time 
diſtribated vaſt Sams of Money amongſt the Lords that were 
to build Palaces and reſide there as he had appointed. | 

The new Wall about the Fortreſs was @ full League in 
Circuit, and Thouſands of Hands at it Day and Night, for 
more diſpatch. Moreover, to carry on the Work as Taycoſa- 
ma had deſign'd it, they were forc'd to pull down ſeventeen 
Thouſand Houſes (as Father Paſſime who liv'd upon the Spot 
affirms) that ſtood within the Compaſs of this Wall. 

He continu'd on the mending hand till the Seventh of Sep- 
tember, 98, but wou'd ſee none beſides the Governours, and 
ſome intimate Friends, his Head running all the while on 
nothing; but — 1 new Oaths to ſecure' the Empire 
to his Son. Ona the Eighth - he found himſelf worſe than or- 
dinary, whick oblig'd the Governeurs to double the Guards 
till the Fourteenth, when he fell ſo extream weak, that they 
gave him over for dead. However after a little time he'came 
to himſelf,” but never to his perfect Senſe, unleſs it were, when 
diſcourſe fell in about his Son's Succeſſion, for then he ſpoke as 
Perfect as ever. To be ſhort; this Unhappy Prince died the 
15th in the Morning, at the Age of fixty four Years, laden 
with Honours and Crimes, equally dreaded and hated by all 
his Subjects; the (firſt that dipp'd his Hands in the Blood of 
Chriſtians, and- the firſt that ſubdu'd all Japan by a moſt 

for his Death, but 


Tyrannical Uſurpation. None were ſorry: 


ſuch as propos'd to enrich themſelves by his Life; for the 
Nobility, they were all much better pleas' dito fee: him on the 
Liſt of the dead Gods, than in the Land of living Men. 
The Regents took all care imaginable to conceal his Death, 
obliging al the Inhabitants of Fuximz to take an Oath of the 
fame. In the mean while, they diſpatch'd two Curriers for 
Corea, to recall the Troops, and- ſo 'ended that bloody War 
which laſted for ſeven Years, without any other Advantage to 
Japan, beſides the bare Name of being formidable to: the 
neighbouring, Kingdoms. 

From this time, till the beginning of the following Year, 
the Kingdom enjoy'd a moſt profound Peace, the Governoury 
acting all along, by a joynt conſent amongſt themſelves. ' But this 


- Bleſſing was of no long continuance, and Taycoſema with all his 


Politicks, miſtook groſly. To think, that ten Regents coud 
live for any time in a right Underſtanding. Ambition he 


knew very well, can neither brook Superiour nor Rqual, and 
| there 
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therefore in ſo many Heads what. one. . 8 „but Ani- 
moſities and Jealouſſes, and the- bs lary Seg thereof, In- 
teſtine Diviſions, and Civil War | 
As to Religion, there was all the FEI in the World to. "hate and? 
believe it in à fair Way of beiog ef eſtabliſh'd in Japan; for ſo Condition 
many Potent. Kings, and General, Officers being an Chriſtians, * 
at the Head of a Ape Army. nd the; Sword in their * 4 
Hand, and MNaſters of "Jong > w the Inbabitants bad all ceaſes. 
A the Faith, it was only. Prudence in the Regents to 
p fair with them. Moreover, the Governours being all at 
rn hw amoogh themſelves, and divided into. Patties. it was 
the Intereſt of each to cops the * who were nume- 
rous and powerful, wget eg a8 ct La Ges e Empire. Bur 
above all, Samhurandpono R Wt 0 and Heir to 


Derne ha larly d Nelke a: Chriſtian, it was 
probable. the ring, Ego ky wou d } joyn in theſe 
Diviſions, 5 in n. poſſell on of his ancient Rights, which' 


the late Tayco/ame. had. molt; pal WY Uſurp d. But after all, 
tho? the Governours had Ur d in; th beſt Underſtandin 73 
imaginable, {till it was "he Cn leb n _ the Interelf 
of-the State, to cu ber the 1 29 who had been but too 
mock. exaſpera d . Sufferin in * : late 

eign. 
| In the mean while, the Faithful beak to breath again after __ 
the D Death, and every Thing ſeem'd to lean towards — « 
2 fayourable Change. This cotwith anding, the Yeſuits pru- je ns 
dently kept cloſe, and moderated their for fear of crea--negenre of 
ting themſelves, new Enemies. They -pray'd the Biſhop alſo not be Empire 
to appear. in publick, till father * . Valignan (who was 
well known. at Court) had wrote to the Regents, and 8 
larly: to, Afovodangioand, Ximandono (who did him formerly gr 
Services in his late Em nba the Bidiet) to a nt them 
with his Arrival in 7 —— in Order to viſit is Brethren; 
who labour'd there as formerly in the Service of Almighty 

5 | 


The Governours receiv's Father Rodrigues. that carry'd the ne c 

Letter, with. « great deal of Kindneſs, and. expreſs'd a Joy upon 
Father, * 7 8 N They gave wo 1 Leave to con» 
tinue at promiſing to prote Religion, and 
the Fathers, fo 1 * the times wou'd allow. ut 8588 it 
was not Lawful, to act contrary to the late Edicts, they defir'd 
the Fathers to have Patience, till leave was given them for Ex- 
erciſing their Functions, and not make any ſhew of Joy u 
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" Tiyroſam#s Death, promiſing when: Occaſion ſerv'd to ſupport 1 
their Intereft to the uttermoſt' of their Power. This in Sub- 
ſtance was the Anſwer to Father Valignan's Letter. But Fa- 

ther Rodriguez adds, that Gieiaſo (now call'd Dayfuſama) ſpoke 
alſo favourably of Religion, declaring for what concern'd the 

Salvation of our Souls, every one was free to follow what Per- 
ſrwaſion he pleas d. In Efecr Botwithſtanding Tuyc/ams Edicts, 
he gate leave to the Inhahftants of Nangaſaqus, te exerciſe their 
Religion publickly charging the Governour not to moleſt either 
them, or the Fathers in their Ministry, in ſo much that every 
one thought the Society eſtabliſt'd, in the Exerciſe of her 
, r 
In effeck this ſame Veat, they took Poſſeſſion of their anci- 
ent Reſidences, at Omnra and Arima. Father Org antin alſo 
with two more Prieſts, and two other Religious of his Order, 
Went back to Meaco, and the Seminariſts that were dispersd 
about the Country, met again in Order to finiſh the Courſe of 
their Studies. The =, Biſhop, who was not "allows to 
pear 5 Publick, retir'd in the mean time, witir Tone Fathers 
l of the” Society, to, Amareſe, to ſtidy the Language of -the Gan- 
1 try. He heard every Day two Leſſons out of the Grammar, 
| ad was preſent at all Conferences upon that Subject, with 
% much Application and Diligence, as a School-Boy at his 
firſt N U L INN . ES 10 14 
The Re. As Ambition was the reigning Vice amongſt the Qualſty of 
gents 1" apr, it was not long before” the Regents "fell at Variance 
vided 4- amongſt themſelves; Gibondſcis and Aſonodangio i the ' firſt 
moſt place. The Grudge berwvixr them, was of an carly Dats, but 
ſelves the preſent Employ patch d up a kind of Agreement, and oblig d 
both to carry Fair in Appearance, tiff Occaſion ſerv'd; A like 
Diſſention alſo bappen'd amongſt the Lientenant Generals, in 
Corea, about the late Treaty of Peace, and the Differences ran 
ſa. high, that each took a' ſeveral Party upon their Return 
Home, Don Auſtin and his Followers with 6:#00/e50, and 
the reſt with Aſonodangio. T hipgs being in this Poſture, 
Gibonofcio and Aſonodangio went both to Meaco, to end the 
+. Diſpute before the Court. Several of the Lords, and amongſt 
che Reit Dayfuſama himſelf, labour'd hard to compoſe theDif- 
ference , betwixt them, but as no Mediation wou'd take Place, 
the Cauſe was carry'd at laſt before the Council, and Sentence 
given in Favour of Gibonoſcio and his Party. a 


% - 


Aſeno- 


* Tau 
— ww 


» 
.. 


rer 


AKA 53 => 


no- 


every one arm'd, himſelf on 55 own Defence, in ſo much, 
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Afonedangia, finding there was 1 h to he 0 5 by courſe 


of Equity, reſolv d to right ink he Sword, and in a 
ſhort while, ſo many of the wg 5 bu 905 t9.! his Party, 
that he grew, formidable to » 75 


5 e Kings 5 & 
the mean time, Don Auſtin with the Rings of Arima, Omura, 


Saxuma, Cirungi, and Taraxaba, the Go vernour of Nangaſaqus, 


ſtuck cloſe} tothe Intereſt of Gi A - But what ſet the 


whole Kingdom in a Flame, was a Mi npdertanging bern * 


Gibonoſeia, and Deans the Regent © 


noſcia charg u bim with, aff uming an Air 42 0 80 Authority Þ 1 50 porter | 


his Commiſſion, and above all, with ſecret Practices, as 


meant to make himſelf Maſter, of Tenſe, or the Imperial D* 


main. Dayfuſamæ anſwer'd theſe Complaints fore ena and 
the other Goyernours. (who were jcalous 10 19 50 he 5 With, a 
great deal .gf, Modeſty, and Calmneſs,, and ye 
a fair Account of his Conduct, but finding That: b 0 100 
gan to levy Troops, he F atherd together an Army 7 thir- 
ty 5 houſand Men * 0 By own ALY, to prevent. a Sur- 
priſe 

The Nobility wore * | at, 8 as Jeane appoin 
ted, part at Fuximi, part Ozaca, about th auc e fe rince 
But ſeeing War declarid betwixt Gibonoſcio an 


Regent, 
betwixt the Armies of the two Governours, and the So 


of the other ſeveral Lords, they reckon'd in theſe two Towns 
upwards of two hundred thouſand Combatants, beſides Inhabi- 
tants. Every Nohleman was guarded. i in his. Palace by, his own 
Servants, the Streets ſyarm'd with Meg and ae 1 
look'd for, but a general Maſſacre. But a 

whoever firſt broke. the Peace, :ſhou'd be 75 * 


to the State, it was each ones buſineſs to keep By Hoſtili- 
ties; in this manner they continu'd for ſome Months in the 


fame Town, and not a Stroak on either Side, - At laſt Dayfu- 
ſama being much Superiour to his Adverſary (whom moſt 12 | 
_ 1 © 


ſerted to- ſerve the Regent) he ſent ACT to rip up his Belly. 
the Publick Good. 

Don Auſtin, who joyn'd lutereſt with Gibonoſeio, partly ir 
old Acquaintance ſake, and partly for his Affection to the Chri- 
itians, Knew very well that wou'd not ſerve Dayfuſams's turn, 


unleſs at the ſame time he cond involvg the Reſt of his Far- 


r 


Prince, 


t 
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to put themſctves in a Poſtare of Defence. 
' This was ſüch a Thunderbolt to Gibonoſcio, that he was ford 
to fly to Fuximi amongſt the Governours. Don Auſtin alſo 


ne. Upon the Neck of theſe Calamities, there happet'd a new 
e Broil in the Church, Tarazabs Governour of Nangaſaqui, much 
Nangaſa- offended at Father 'Organtin's Return to Aearo without his Con- 
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Prince, aud this was done wich ſo much diligence, that nei- 


ther the Garrifon nor Gibonoſcio who! liv'd hard by, had time 


ont 


ſteer'd the ſame Courſe, as believing himſelf oblig'd both in 


Honour and Conſcience, to oppoſe any that aſpir'd to the 
Clown. But Dayfu[amia improving the late Advantage, march- 
ed gut of Oxace at the Head of his Troops, and purſd'd them 
28 far 4s Fiximi, where by the Intere 


| reſt and Mediation of the 
reat ones, a Peace was ſtruck; on Condition that Gibonoſcio 


laid down his Commiſſion of Governour, and retit'd with his 
Troops to his own Kingdom of Om. The Articles ſignu d, 
Oibonoſcio withdrew, taking with kim one of Dayfa[ama's Sons 
by way of Hoſtage, for Performance of Covenants. Don An- 
fin allo offer'd of his own accord, to accompany him, but 


Gibonoſcio oppos d it as a Thing moſt unreaſonable, that ſo 
dear a Friend, and one he was indebted to for his Life, 
ſhould now be diſgrac'd and baniſh'd on his Account. 

This frank and generous Diſpoſition - of Don Aſtin gain'd 
Him no ſmall Reputation at Court. Every one commended 
his Fidelity, and none more than Dayfu/ama' himſelf. He ran 
Diviſions on his Praiſes in all Companies, and reſolv'd* to pro- 
mote him to the chief Places of the Government ;" ſaying, ſuch 
a Man as ventur'd Life and Fortune for his Friend, was not to 


be priz'd, and withall for himſelf, he defir'd nothing more, 


than to live in good Correfpondence with Perſons of that Cha- 


Tracer. 'So ſoon as theſe Troubles were over, - Dayfuſama gave 


Leave to the Governours about the young Prince, to exerciſe their 
Charge under his Direction, ſo that he was abſolute Emperour 
in all, but the empty Title. 


ſeat, and jealous he would complain to the Governours for 


irando. pulling down their Churches, which poſſibly might draw their 


dium n him, commanded the Father to haſten back with 
all Speed to Nang aſaqus, and in the mean while not a Chriſtian 
to ſet Foot in the an, Church, on Pain of high Diſpleaſure. 
Theſe Orders came juſt in Time of Holy Week, and the Lieu- 
tenant was ſo ſevere in the Execution of them, that two Chri- 
ſtians narrowly eſcap'd with their Lives, for being found there 
diſciplining themſelves. He treated the Fathers alſo _ ſo 
ar- 


9 A 1 % l wm ro: 


Te Hiſtoty of the' Church of APA N. 73 


barbarous Manner, that they had Thoughts more than once; 


of ſhifting the Seminary to another Place. 


Father Yalignan inform'd of the Hardſhips and Difficulties, 
his Religious were under, ſent Father Rodriguez to Meaco, to 
wait on the Regent, and appeaſe Tarazaba. Being arriv'd at 
Court, Dayfuſama- gave him a kind Reception, and the reſt: of 
the Lords, inflaenc'd by his Example, did the fame. Then he 
viſited Taracaba, and happily remov'd his ſealouſies of thoſe 
Fathers, inſomuch, that he wrote afterwards 0 bis Lieu- 
tenant, commanding him to favour them on all Occaſions; 
and by this Means, they were all reſtor'd to their former 
Liberty. The ſame Father Rodriguex alſo mov'd to the Regent, 
for reſtoring the Jeſuits to their former Reſidences and Colle- 
ges. The Prince tho' well enough inclin'd of kimſelf, was forc'd 
to wave the Matter at that Time, for Fear his Enemies ſhould 
caſt in his Teeth, as they did not long ſince, that he anull's 
all Taycoſama's Laws, and took into his Protection ſuch as he 
had proferib'd. However, he added, Time might bring about, 
what was now fo difficult, if not impoſſible. The Chriſtians 
upon theſe Words were generally of à Perſwaſion that Dayfu- 
ſama intended to reſtore the Churches, and permit the 2 
to preach the Goſpel, ſo very eaſie are we to believe, what we 
have a Mind ſhould happen. 4758 "od 
_ Hardly was this Storm well over, bat follows another at HF- 
rando, more dangerous chan the former? King Fus being gone 
to Curt, to wait on the young Prince, wrote back to his Son 
(who govern'd in his Abſence) to force all his Subjects to the 
ancient Religion of the Country, and not to tolerate any Chri- 
ſtians in his States, not the Princeſs her ſelf, in caſe ſhe 
refus'd to comply with theſe Orders. This Princeſs was the 
Lady Aincia, Siſter to the King of Omura, who ſignaliz'd her 
Zeal for the Catholick Faith on ſeveral Occaſions. The Prince 
her Husband being paſſionatly fond of her, after many Careſſes 
and Endearments, told her that the King his Father (whom all 
knew to be inflexible in his Reſolutions) had determin'd to ſuf- 
fer no Religion in his States, beſides that of Camis and Foroques.; 
therefore if ſhe: had a Mind to be eaſie and quiet in his Family, 
there was no other Way but one, to renounce her Faith, and 
conform to the Government. 520105 
The Princeſs at theſe laſt "Words, reply'd with a generous 
Reſolution, that ſhe was concern'd indeed to be ſeparated from 
ſo dear a Spouſe, but, Sir, ſaid ſhe, the Salvation of my Soul, and 
my Duty to God, are much the dearer of the two. I am:ready'ito 
MET K- quit 
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juit Firande, and even to ſacrifice my Life for the holy Faith. 
And to ſhew ſhe was as good as her Word, ſhe went that, 
Inſtant out of the Palace, and wrote to the King of Omura her 
Brother, to come and fetch her Home, being reſolv'd to die 
rather than betray her Conſcience, or deny her Faith. She wrote 
alſo to the Biſhop, and the Fathers of the Society, much to the 
ſame Effect, earneſtly recommending her felt to their Prayers. 
The Prince ſeeing her in Humour to part, did all he could 
to appeaſe her, promiſing for the future, not to moleſt her on 
that Score. The Reſolution of this Princeſs, was a mighty Ex- 
ample to all the other Chriſtians, to make them perſevere con- 


ſtantly in the holy Faith, as in Effect they did, to the Aſto» 


niſhment- of the whole World. 5 G 
There were then at HFrando nas Multitudes of Chriftians, 
amongſt the reſt Don Jerome and his three Sons, as alſo his Bro- 
ther and Couſin Balthazar, -all of them near related to the 
King; and ſtout Confeſſors of Jeſus Chriſt. So ſoon as the Edict 
was publiſh'd in Town, the Chriſtians proteſted one and all, 
they would never renounce the Faith. They were ready (they 
ſaid) to ſerre the Prince, and do any thing that was not con- 
trary to the Law of God, but having embrac'd the Faith more 
than fifty Vears ago, they muſt and would perſevere in it to 
their laſt Breath. E e | 
The Prince jealous that theſe. great and reſolute Men, might 
put themſelves at the Head of theChriſtians, and attempt upon the 
Government, ſet Guards in all publick Places to prevent Meet - 
ings. He ſent alſo to entreat them by Friends, that they 
wou'd only fay by Werd of Mouth, they were ready to o- 
dey the Tano. The aboveſaid Lords, having advis'd with the 
Fathers at Firands upon the Cafe, and finding it to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes, unlawful, refolv'd to leave the Country, 
and retire with as many Chriſtians as they could carry to 
Nangaſaq, as in Effect they did. For one Night they im- 
dark d unknown to the Guards, with Wives, Children, and 
fix hundred Servants ot Vaſſals, and ſet fail for Nangaſaqui. 80 
ſoon as their Flight was publick, the Idolaters were in a kind 
of Amaze, to ſee Perſons of that Rank and Condition, leave 
their yaſt Poſſeſſions - and noble Palaces, tò wander and periſh 
abroad in miſerable Exile, and this all for Conſcience Sake. 
The Fathers of the Society of Nang aſaqui receiv'd this glori- 
ous Troop of Confeſſors with a ſenſible and feeling Joy. This 
notwithſtanding, there were two Things that — them not 
a little uneaſy. One was Taycoſams's late Act, by which if * 
Sub- 
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Subje& offer d to remove out of the Kingdom without his Lord; 
and Maſter's | conſent, the ſaid; Maſter was by this impower' d, 
to take away his Life wherever he found him : Moreover. the- 
Tono of the Place where they retir'd, was oblig'd- by the ſame 
Law to deliver them up to their Maſters. . Now the Chriſtian 
Princes being all at this time at Meaco, there was not any (fo 
much: as one) that wou'd harbour them in their States, as for 
the Governour of Nangaſaqui, being an intimate Friend of the 
Prince of Firando's, he ſhut the Gates upon them, and. flatly 
deny'd them Entrance into his To Fwa s. 
The other Difficulty, was the Father's incapacity of har- 
bouring ſo many People, and the hazard of withſtanding the 
Imperial Laws, which no Man at this time, durſt ſo much as 
mutter againſt in the whole Country On the other ſide, ſeei 
theſe poor Exiles, had taken no mare Proviſſons along wit 
them, than was Neceſſary for the Voyage, and were nom 
deſtitute of all Manner of Relief, they reſolv'd by general 
Conſent to aſſiſt them on peril of Life and Fortune. They 
lodg'd them partly in a Houſe, that was formerly a College, 
within the Liberties of Omma, partly alſo in the late Habitations 
of the Portugneſe, and partly in other Houſes which they buil 
on Purpoſe for this Occa ſiou 3 and to all this, they fupply' 
them with the other Neceſſaries Conveniences of Life. 
In this mean Time, the Tens of the Place (who held of the 
King of Omura] fearing to be xepreſent'd at Court, as an 
Infringer of the Laws, / refolv'd' to | Baniſh them out of, hie 
Territories, but the Ring of Omura, as Providence wou'd have 
it, returning from Mace in that very Nick of Time, ſtopp'd 
the Execution, and commanded the Tons as his Vaſſal, to relieve 
them in their Wants. For theſe three Months paſt, ( ſays Father 
Valignan in one of his Letters from Japan to his General) aur 
Society hath retrench d all thoſe little Conveniences they have here, far 
the Help and Relief of theſe poor Exiles, and thro the great Merey 
of God, they never yer wanted any Thing that was neceſſary for 
Life. Nor do we repemt our ſelves of the Expence, and the Pains.” 
Charity Obliges us to it, and the Chriſtians that ſee, we dont ſpare 
| neither Life nor Fortune, to aſſiſt ſuch as are perſecuted for Religions 
Ve ſake, are animated by it, to profeſs and defend the Faith to their 
ſh laſt Breath. Hitherto 1 Farker, | 6.532 8 13 
43 He adds afterwards, that the King of Firardo being return'd 
rl home, was ſorry for what he had done, and gave Leave to the 
his other Chriſtians, to live quietly and peaceably in his Government. 
— Nevertheleſs to come off with * Honour, he ſet Fire to ſome 
a 8 N | 


few 


The Fa- 
29 'progrets of Religion; in the Year 98, the Miſſioners of 
the 


make inf. | 
— Father John Baptiſt being ſent to the Kingdom of Hoh, under 
verſions. the juriſdiction of Don Auſtin,” gair'd by his Modeſty and 
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few Houſes of thoſe that were fled, which however did not 
hinder thirty other Families from taking the ſame ' Courſe. 
'Fhe reſt were all generally diſposd to do the ſame, if the Fathers 
had not interpos'd, charging them not to ſtir, unleſs the Prince 
did oblige them to ſacrifice unto the Idols. Don Auſtin inform'd 
of what had paſs'd, ſent Word to theſe Hor Confeſſors, 
that ſo ſoon as he return'd home, he wou'd aſſign them ſuch 
Funds and Penſions to live on, that they ſhou'd have no Reaſon 
to complain of what they loſt at Frandoz. TO, Zak 

Notwithſtanding theſe mighty Efforts of the Enemy, to hinder 


ety, reap'da very plentiful Harveſt of their Labours. 


ſweetnefs, the principal Lords of the” Country. That dbne, fo 
many came in daily for Inſtruction, that they were forc'd to 
fend” him Recruits, by whoſe "Aſſiſtance, he baptiz'd in ſix 
Month's time, thirty thouſand Perſons, and a fair Proſpect 
beſides, of a total Converſion of the Kingdom. The Governour 
that commanded there in Don Auſtin abſeace, did on his part 
the Office of a Zealous Miſſioner. - This great Man, known by 
the Name of James Sacniman, being return'd from Corea, went 
ſtreight to Nangaſaqui to wait on the Biſhop, to whom he 
alſo confeſs d, and after receiv'd the holy Communion; in 
Thanksgiving to God, for the miraculous Preſervation of his 
Prince, and the Troops in the late War. 
'So ſoon as his Devotions were ended, he pray'd earneſtly 
to be Corifirm'd, which was alſo 8 That done, all 
inflam'd with the ſl of God, and the Grace of the holy 
Sacrament, he retir'd to his Fortreſs of Feutixi#0, where he 
converted the principal Inhabitants of the Place. He ſent 
afterwards for Father John Baptiſt, who by his Inſtructions and 
' Preachings, ſo charm'd theſe People, that he baptiz'd upwards 
of five and twenty thouſand. From thence' he went to Uro the 


Capital of Fungi, where in a few Days, he baptiz'd four thouſand 
more, and not long after other two thouſand: Don Auſtin upon t 
the Report of ſo many Converſions, wrote immediatly to Father 4 
Valignan, to ſignify that he intended at his Return to found ſe 
gun for, all Fathers that wou'd come and labour there, for ol 
he Advantage and improvement of-that-new Church. EC 
The King of Arima alſo had the Happineſs to ſhare with Pi 
Don Auſtin in the preſent Joy, for the Lady Lucy his Queen, V. 


being Dead, to the great Affliction of all the Chriſtians, be 
was 
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was Marry'd the - ſecond time to the Daughter of one of tbe 


Cangi's of Meaco, who are Perſons ot the Firſt-Rate. The 
Lady and her Retinue were all Infideis. So ſoon. as ſhe arriv'd 
at Arima, Fathet Valignan went to Complement the King up- 
on his Marriage. He made a Viſit to the Queen alſo, and 
after ſome ſhort Conference happily reconcibd her to the Church, 
baptizing her and all her Servants, and afterwards Marrying her 
to the King: with the uſual Solemni ties. 
The Lords of Mime being all return'd Home after a ſeven 
Years War in Corea, the Fathers of the Society went to joy 
them upon their ſafe Arrival. The Principals were, the Kin 
of Saxuma, Prince Cainocami, Maſter of a conſiderable Part o 
the Kingdom of Chicungo, Prince //afai (whoſe Lands lay betwixt 
Arima and Omura) and Prince Jtedono, Lord of one third of 
the Kingdom of Fiunga, and Uncle to Don Aancio to ( Head 
of the late Embaſſy to Rome) and now Religious of the Soc» 
ety of Jeſus: The Princes, tho? Heathens, were ſo charm'd with 
the Fathers Comportment, that they deſir d to be laſtructed 
themſelves, permitted the Chriſtians a free Exerciſe of their Reli- 
ion, and the Heathens at liberty to embrace the ſame. 
The Fathers joy'd to. ſee God proſper their Labours in this 
Manner, after ſo many Years of Perſecution and Sufferings, ad- 
viſed with the Princes what Meaſures were moſt proper in 


the preſent Poſture of Affairs? And it was generally the O- 


pinion of them all, that they ought to repair their Churches, 
and celebrate Divine Service publickly, as ia times before the 
perſecution. The Chriſtians tranſported with the News, went 
preſently in hand with the Work, but the Princes having ex- 
hauſted moſt of their Revenues in the late unhappy War, and 
additional Expences beſides, towards repairing or rebuilding their 
ancient Fortreſſes( which Tayco/ama bid render d unſerviceable by 
his new Inventions) made them infinitely,ſhort of that Beauty and 
Magnificence as was formerly. x. 10 ne 
So many Advantages one upon the Neck of another, tran- 
ſported the good Fathers ont of themſelves; but what crown'd. 
their Happineſs, was a late Grant from Norindono King of 
Amang uchi (the moſt puiſſant Prince, next to Dayfuſama him 
ſelf, of all Japan) to. ſettle a Reſidence in his Capital City, 
of Amanguchi. They found there five Hundred Chriſtians that, 
conſery'd' the Faith in its Primitive Purity from the firſt _ 
Preaching of St. Francis Xaverins, which was more than fifty. 
Years before. , 47 | 1521. 29 7 28101 | 
1 4113 03 ; oi; 
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Taycoſa- Tayroſama (as was ſaid above) left Orders in his laſt Sick- 
_ wamale nfs, ro rank him after his Death in the Number of the C. 

e. mis and Fotoques, under the Title of Sciciſaciman, or the Net 

God of War; he had the Vanity too to caſt himſelf a Model 

of his Statue, and of the Temple where his Body was to be 

Interr'd. The late Troubles then being now huſt'd up, the 

Governours prepar'd to execute his late Will. They built one 

of the moſt Magnificent Temples in all Jean, and enterr'd 

the Body with All the Ceremony and State imaginable; that 

done, his Statue was ſet on high in an eminent Place, and 

his Name enroll'd amongſt the Divinities, at the Head of the 
"This Apotheſia provi et greet Uſe te the Preachers, 

This Apotheſis of great Uſe to the Preachers, to 

beat down the Superſtitions of the Country. For every one 

knowing that Taycoſama was a ſordid, proud, ambitious, lewd 

Prince, and one that waſted himſelf with Debauchery, they'con- 

duded from hence, that the other Cami were of the ſame 

Mould, and fo gave credit to what the Fathers preach'd, which 

converted thouſands of thoſe poor Idolaters, who till then had 

ſhut their Ears to the Truth. 00 n 

The Stage In effect, betwixt the time of Taycoſama's Death, and the 

of tbe Year 99, ny. baptir'd in Japan upwards of forty Thouſand, 

cor f and thirty nd more che Year following. All this while 

ban the Number of Miſſioners put together (as well Prieſts as o- 

thers) mounted not to paſt a Hundred and Nine. True, they 

were recruited this Year with a freſh Supply of fourteen Com- 

nions, but at the ſame time God was pleas'd to take to 

imſelf Father De la Mate, who periſſid in a Storm at Sea 

betwixt China and Japan, and Father Gomez the Provincial 

of Japan, a Man endu'd with all kind of Virtues, Humble, 
Meek, Patient, Obedient, gifted with Prayer, very mortify'd, 

and fenderly devoted to the Bleſſed- Virgin. He beg'd the 
Miſſion of Japan for five and twenty Vears together of Al. 
mighty God. Being arriv'd there, Heaven was ſo prodigal 

of her Favours to him, that he thought himſelf infinitely re- 
compenſed for all his Labours and Sufferings in the' Service of 

God. He liv'd ſixteen Years in Joan, and ten of them in the 

Office of Provincial, during the Perſecution, which he ſupported 

The Fer- With an equal Conſtancy and Reſolution. anne 
vour of the In the Year 1600, the Fathers of the Society rebuilt up- 
Chriſtiens wards of fifty Churches. The Church of Japan after ſo many 
27 the perſecutions was not much unlike the Earth in the Spring time, 
, flouriſhing in Virtue, and perfuming the Country with the ſweet 
* | Odour 
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Odour of its Sanctity. A certain pious and devout young Chri- . 
ſtian hearing his, Father, was coudemn'd for ſome — | 
Crimes, caſt himſelf into Priſon in his Place; and by the Judges 
Leave, was executed for him, to the great Amazement of the Ido- 
aters. * 6 \ 220? t | 
, A Perſon of Quality, near a Kia to the Prince of Omura, 
being ſore handled by a_ hot Fever, which made him per- 
fealy furious like a poſſeſſ d Perſon, the Fathers grew very 
uneaſ about the Condition of his Soul, as having not frequent- 
ed the holy Sacraments a long time. Coming after ſome time 
to himſelf, he ſent for one of the Fathers, and made his Con- 
feſſion with a great deal: of ſeriouſgeſs and compunction for his 
Zins. That done, he inſtantly recover'd, and began to Eat, 
which he had not done ſeven Days before, and his Strength 
daily encreaſing, be repeated his Confeſſion over again two - 
ſeveral times, laying that the Firſt being upon Extremity, . 
ſeem'd ast were a fore d Thing, and ſo by. conſequence lame, . 
and imperfea. Almighty God, mov'd by his Repentance, was 
plcas'd to have Merey on him, and reſtore him to a State of 
Health; he was fo, througly perſwaded the holy Sacrament 
had wrought, this Cure, that he had been heard to ſay more 
than once, that he knew by his. own Experience the Fathers 
Doctrine to be true, viz, That the holy Sacrament is Health - 
to the Body, as well as the Soul. In gratitude for the Bleſ- 
fing receiv'd, he {et out à Place within his Eſtate for erect- 
ing a Church, diſtributed large Alms DN the Poor, and 
became (as we may call bim) a moſt zealous: Preacher, adviſing 
all his Friends to embrace the Faith, If all ſick Perſons took 
the ſame, Remedies with this Gentleman, they wou'd find much 
more Relief than what comes uſually. from 7 who not 
regarding the vicious and peccant l the. Soul, never 
ſtrike at the Root of the Diſtemper, which. renders the Cure 
but lame and imperfect. i ae 1 

The ſame Year Don Sanchez King of Omura, converted a weal- 
thy and ſubſtantial Heathen, with whom he lodg'd at Meaco; but 
this was done more. by his Example than Diſcourſe. Being 
the Time of holy Lent, that Prince faſted every Day, and 
withdrew alſo on ſet. Days to a private Apartment to Dif--- 
cipline himſelf. The Maſter of the | Houſe taking notice of 
it, was ſo ſtruck at this great Example of Pennance in a 
Perſon of his Rank, that he deſir'd to be Inſtructed, and af - 
terwards was baptiz'd, together with his whole Family. 


This 
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The Queen” This ſame Year alſo, died the Queen of Omura, who was Si⸗ 
of Omurafter to the Queen of Arima, and for her exemplary Charity, 


[An bero- " ThisPrinceſs died peaceably and happily in herBed, but theLady 
of « Cirj. we are going to ſpeak of, ended upon a Cros. Her 'Hugband bes 


ian Lady. ing fled for ſome ill Practiſes, they took the Wife (as the 


vernours All on a ſuddain chang'd the Face by fatal Diviſions, among 
conſpire the Governours, which ended in moſt tragical Deaths, as . 


firnam'd Mother of the Poor. She built Churches in her Life- 
time, and a little before her Death, deliver'd a Codicil in her 
own Hand writing, to Father Lucena her Confeſſor, by which 
The left a vaſt Sum of Money, to add one more to the Num- 
ber. Above five hundred of her Vaſſals (and Perſons too of the 
better Faſhion) ſhay'd themſelves by Way of Mourning for her 
Death. Its the Cuſtom alſo in the Funerals of great ones, to 
cut off a Finger End, but this being contrary to the Baw of 
God, Don Sanchez expreſly forbad it, deſiring they would chan 
that Part of Ceremony, into charitable Prayers and Alms for 
the reſt of her SbIl. 


Laws of the Country direct in ſuch Caſes) and threw her into 
Priſon, to oblige him to reſcue her. After ſhe had laid there 

for ſome Months, her, Father (who was a Chriſtian) begg'd of 
one of the Miſſioners, to ſee if they could make a Convert 
of her. The Miſſioner embrac'd the Motion, made her Viſits, 
and in ſhort, after ſome Diſcourſe, inſtructed and baptiz d her- 
Some Days after, as her Hushand did not appear, the Law was 
executed on her, and ſhe was condemn'd to be crucifi'd, but be. 
ing a Perſon of Quality, inſtead of leading her to Execution like 
common Criminals,' they proffer'd her the Convenience of ia Px 
linguin, which the refugd, ſaying our Saviour friarch'd from 5. 
ruſalem to Calvary on Foot. They farther alſo offer'd to diſ- 
patch her before ſhe was faſten'd to the Croſs, a" Favour com- 
monly done to leffer Offenders, and particularly to the Ladies, 
but ſhe oppos'd it begging ſhe might die on a Croſs in Imita- 
tion of Chriſt our Lord, which ſo ſtruck the Idolaters, and 
particularly her own Relations, that thirty of them -receiv'd 
Baptiſm after her Death. e NOM een 201 


Whilſt Religion flouriſh'd in this Manner, the Governmett 


o 


ſhall ſee in the proper Place. Dayfuſama was grown ſo abſo 
lute, ſince the late Troubles at Ozaca, and Meaco, that heated 
and did all by himſelf, none daring ſo much as to diſpute Jus 
Cammands. This ſore perplex'd the Governours, and mortifid 
them to the quick; however as ſoon as Gibonoſcio was retir'd, 
they all return'd back to OGzaca and Fuximi, Cargerafu on 
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excepted, who pretended a Grant from the late Taycoſama,'to 
ve three Jeagt "ih his (own States. 9V2E 0791! 7 — frm 

Dayfuſama, who had no Kindneſs for this Prince, as being in 
the Intereſt of G:bonoſcio, ſent Orders for him to repair imme- 
diately to the young Prince, on Pain. of being proſe- 
cuted as an Enemy, to the State. Cangerafu having ſounded the 
Male-Contents, and being himſelf alfo.in a League againſt him, 
wrote back a ſharp and Satyrical letter to provoke him (if poſſible) 
to take the Field. Dayfnſama iminediately took Fire, and march 
ſtreight away with his Troops, waving his Son behind in Fax- 

imi, with a Garriſon of two thouſand Men, as alſo three of 


the Governours about the young Prince, to guard the Citadel 
of Oraca and the Treaſury. This be did to ſhew, he had a 
Confidence in their Integrity; and above all to remove Jealouſy, 
or Saſpicion-of his Deſigu upon the Empire 


79 C — a 8 2 ee being — 
in Co dence wi  difpatch'd a Meſſenger to 
Gibonoſcio and Don Auſtin to acquaint them -with the Deſign of 
the Confederates, which was to ſecure Frimi and Otaca, fo 
ſoon as Dayfuſama was march'd out. Moreover, that Cangeraf 

had taken Arms on nd other Deſign, but to draw Dayfuſama out 
of theſe Holds, and that the Allies made flow Marches till he 
advanc d into the Enemies Country, the better to put their 
Projects in Execution. oo 5 5 | 

Gibonoſcio and Don 


Auſtin having no other Intentions, but to 
keep their Promiſe with Taycoſama, and to preſerve the Crown 
tor the e came immediately into the League, and 
joyn'd with the Male - Contents. They diſcourt'd after wards the 
ead Officers of Dayfuſamd's' Army and laying before them his 
unjuſt Pretenſions, drew moſt of them over to their. Intereſt. 
This done, and all Things being in a Readineſs for the Work, they 
wheel'd about, and march'd ſtreight to Ozaca, and io ſecur'd 
moſt of all the Nobility to their Party: The Governours flaſt'd 
with this happy Sacceſs, ſent preſently a Manifeſto to Dayfu- 
ſama with heavy Complaints of his Conduct, and amongſt the 
reſt that he neither regarded Taycoſama's Directions, nor treated 
the young Prince his Son, as was .order'd. In the whole, they 
commanded him to return to Quanto and poſitively forbid 
ain the” Cage 200909 . oe NINE 
There were then in Ozats ſeveral Princes and Lords, who ne gue: 
had Children in Dayfuſamd's Army. Others alſo went them- of Tan- 
{elyes, leaving their Lieutenants behind to guard their Palaces 50 7427 
and Treaſures. The Governours, to oblige all to quit W — 
M la- 
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Providence of God,, who. was, pleas'd, to take 22 out of Nr 
'ret 


of 2 am a Chriſtian, and Death, 1% 4 Miſtian is only 
that ought c fear, mho dying in Inſidelity, muſt; be damm d eternal 
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Intereſt, commanded every one to return to his Poſt, and i in 
the mean while to give in good. Security, that they would repair 
. de to the young: SHOTS! as 7 Py. had. ape. 
te | 
Jiocundono King of 7 ango, was married to a. Chriſtian. Lady 
ealyd Grace, whom he infinitely Jov'd and N at 
the ſame Time. For Beaut NEL was his i By an 
Croſs. This Prince going om. Orca with, Dayfuſams to. the 
Wars, left poſitive. rders, with; the Captain of the Guards, 
that if any Lord, in his Abſence, ſhould, come to Search after 
the Queen, and there was Danger of taking, her away, then 
in that Caſe, he ſhoyld. immedert take of her Head, and rip 
up her Belly. el, King m — . the Army, as the Go- 
vernqurs commanded, they The $ to deliyer up 

the Queen, as anſwerable hy the. Ws i or Hr Es Con- 
tempts. The Guards; oppos d it, by ng them prepare for 

2 Siege, they thought it high Time to opt the: Maſters Of 


ders in Execution. ; 
inflead pf ddliverio their 


Religion his 


They poſt rar cm to the Princes, but 
Meſſage. did nothing but WARD and cry, which made the Queen 
believe that ſome lad Misfortune or other had belt, her 
Husband: She ask d their Buſineſs, but th 0 making no. * me 
ſhe commanded them to ſpeaks and hw at was the Occaſi 
of ſo much feeling and Grief? Then the Captain with Tears 
in his Byes1and:!broken Sighs, told ther the Ne W 
age, and his Maſters orders on that Occa ſion, ſaying this, be 
fell on his Knees and beggid Pardon for the Fact he was going 
about, proteſting he would waſh. olf the a ith his,own 
Blood, which was all the Comfort that Was now left. 
Tbe Queen not at all ſurpris'drat the News, ered ored the . 


Ogg. reren 


miſerable Life, and then re A to,theſe s, that ſtood 
— and tearing their Hair +: Children, dant. afflict yourſelves 
Ax coimt., Drath to me is rather Matter of Comfort, than 


Haſſage te eternal Life, which no Man can take from us. If i un 


and ne ien fee God. Da your. Maſters Orders, but at the ſame Time mt 
remember, God your Lord arid ſoveraign forbid s you te lay , violent | we 
Hundi ton your, ſelves, and I alſo en my Part. command the. Jame, Ml th 
fay then youll Os 1 embrace * Fait % and L Hat. die with WF loo 
Pleaſure. . | ( | ti] JIE {tri 
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d. the. Ca tain.) how can I ſurvive 
e . Bod? ee e e eee 


Steel won t 13 the turn, I'll provoke, e 1 Fire it F 

do me ige. We. are, 15 finitely, ed, to the " King" auy pts 

155 he's, peed Fo let us mix ou 00 with y Jours. A e 159 
condemn; us to die with you, its the Kinz? '; Plea aſare, gas 


ce 0 Ja 2 e t at gur Hands. Wi 0 5 bu, we muff di 
i be rn ice, bath. } a5 1 we ane criminal aid both Mech: 7s 


* the reſt Mee am, we had. ie} roy; Abbey "the "Ring ts 
ave our Sv * 4e reat, 
ueen, but on Con that we die 4. 2 7 n 4 
No (6 kid, 1 $2 9 25 oe 75 N 17 R 7 
Pte Jou th bear 4 Compa- 2 
ok 7 ws / 'freply'd r 
. ; "the files 
a FR: Habs, uſtice 10 2115 
Laws 0 Rk to, it is not to be thought of” 
Well- 15 19%, 7 able Ser Servants, and In, Jar. Death on' 
cir files: — . 10 950 h ut 
The Queen ſeein 1 would do, Jeg den Ange 
Time to prepare herſelf. "Going then into her Cloſet before ber 
Oratoxy, and bring the Can es, ſhe began her Prayery hum 
bly craving, Fardon of Almighty God for her Sins, and re- 
commendipg her Soul into his Hands. Tn hat mea while the 
Captain. 1 | Guar oF. ge all. * Non and Hofes Wich 
Wed . owder. I. ; 6, ee End of her” 
Prayers, gall'd. the the a FE a Maids * Hot „and bid them 
Adieu, charging them to retire, for "ſhe was reſvly'd to die 
alone, in Obedience to the King's Command. It's eaſſer to 
imagine, than to expreſs the deep Concern and diſmal AMi- 
tion of theſe Ladies on this Occafion. They reſolyd by: — 
Conſent to bear her Company. The Law of the Country 
pretended) oblig d them to it, and thoſe apart, the very Tye 
of Love and ion, requir d as much at their Hands. But 
the Queen being poſitive to her firſt Orders, and inſiſting up- 
on the Duty ot a Chriſtian in this Caſe, they were forc'd with 
much relaQancy” to. yield to her Reſolve. So ſoon 4d they 
were. withdrawn out of the. Koom, in comes the Guards Ant 
the, Queen went up to them without the leaſt Concern” She 
looſet'd her ſelf her Shift Neck; fell down on her Knees, and 
ſtretch'd out her Head, ſaying Jeſw, Maria. The Captain once 
more crav'd her Pardon, that _ he took up his Sabre, — 
3 - with 
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with a mighty Blow ſever'd her Head from her Body: "The 
Guards immediately cover'd the Body with à ſilken Robe, 
ſtrew'd it over with Powder, and ſo retird into the next 
Room, as believing it undecent to die on the ſame Place where 
the Queen's Body. lay. That done, and the Doors all ſhut, 
they took out their Knives, open'd their Bellies in Form of a 
Croſs, and in the mean while one of them ſet fire to the Pow- 
der, which blew up that Quarter of the Palace intirely; and re- 
duc'd it all to. Aſhes. — e ti 5 > I A gy 

The. Chriſtian Ladies, who were forc'd* out by the Guards 
before the Tragedy began, went ſtreight to Father Organtin 
with the News. The Father was ſurpris'd at it to the laſt 
Degree, and ſo extremely troubled withall, that nothing cou'd 
have eas'd him but the moral Aſſurance of her happy State. 
For, as Providence wau'd have it, ſhe had confeſsd to him 
twice but a few Days before, and at the ſame time propos d 
to him in Writing ſome Doubts which fhe then foreſaw wou't 
appen- 14 2 

Thus dy'd the Queen of Tango, whom we may juſtly call 1 
Miracle: of Beauty and Piggy. She, was amiable to Envy, and 
in that only unhappy, her Husband was paſſionately Fond of 
hex, and that was all her Crime. Tho' the Quality ef Queen, 
and the Condition of Wife, oblig'd her in ſome Meaſure to 
take care of her ſelf, for the Preſervation, of her Beauty, ne- 
vertheleſs ſhe ran often into the other Extreme. She always 

faſted Lent. to the yer Letter of the Rule, and in that before 
Her Death, diſciplin'd her ſelf to Blood, and ſhed Tears in vaſt 
abundance. - She waſt'd. and . cloath'd poor Orphans with her 
own Hands, and took care to ſee them Educated in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion under her own Roof. Now, if ſhe was ſo ten- 
der of Aliens and Strangers, what did ſhe not for her Vaſſals 
and Domeſticks ? She offer d to entertain ſix Fathers of _ the 
Society to - Preach the Goſpel in her State, and her whole 
Comfort was nothing elſe, but to confer with them about the 
Salvation and Perfection of her own Soul. She learnt the Me- 
thod of Writing and Reading after the European Faſhion, and 
this ſhe did to improve her ſelf by the Help of our Books, in 
the Knowledge of the Sacred Myſteries. The King her Hus- 
band upon her firſt Converſion, was ſevere upon her even to cruel 
ty, but betwixt her patient Sufferance, and prudent Conduct, ſhe 
got at laſt a perfect Maſtery of him, in ſo much, that he was 
pleas'd to confeſs himſelf ſatisfy'd with the Change. She died as 
Was. aid in the Year 1600. ads ft - 


—— _ —_—_— 
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So ſoon as the Fire was out, Father Organtin diſpatch'd ſome Ser Fune- 
of the Ladies to ſearch; after the Body, but they found only 
ſome few Bones! half burnt, which the Fathers eaterr'd with 
all the State and Ceremony imaginable. The King of - Tango: 
hearing what they had done, ſent very kindly to thank them | 
for the Favour, and the Wars being over, had a mind himſelf 
to pay his laſt devoirs to his dear -Spouſe, but as ſhe was of 
the Chriſtian Perfwaſron, he wou'd not make nſe of his Bonzes, 
but ſent to the Fathers, praying; them to: perform the Ceremony 
at 0zaca, and with all to permit him to aſſiſt at the Office. ©. 
The Fathers of the Society being ſent by the holy See, to 
preach the Goſpel unto Heathens, had always the privilege of, 
celebrating: the Sacred Myſteries in their Preſence, as the 
e. WW Glory of God and Salvation of Souls ſhou'd require; then 
m eſpecially, when neceſſary to preyent Inconveniences, which coud 
yd not be avoided in this Caſe, if che King, who preſs'd it with 
'« ſo much earneſtneſs, had been refusd. To perform the Ceremony 
then with more Pomp and State, the Father aſſembled all his 
Religious and the Seminariſts, round about the neighbouring 
nd Country. The Church was all hung with Black, and in the 
ot Middle a Chappel full of Illuminations and Lights. The Seryice 
en, was ſung in Muſick, and celebrated with;ſo much Modeſty, 
to Devotion, and Majeſty, that the King and Nobles ( who. 
e · ¶ amounted all together to a thouſand ( were perfectly charm'd,. 
9s WY all with one Voice agreeing, that the Bones Ceremonies were 
O be the pen Religions, progoun'h the faxeral Oratioa: 
4 One of the Faponian Religious, pronoun ration. 
her rate br hogs n the Immortality of the Soul, the Glo « 
ri- of Heaven, and the Pains. of the Damned. Then he hes 
en- Wl upon the incomparable Virtues of the late Queen, but in ſo. 
als moving a Way that he put all his. Audience into Tears. The 
the King order'd Father Orgamin to hu 17 Crowns, for the. 
ole funeral Expences, which he immediatly. diſtributed; amongſt the. 
the Poor, to na little ſurpriſe of that. O what a noble and. 
He- generous. Diſpoſition are theſe Religiows ? ( he cry'd) our Bonzes. 
and «re not Men of this kind of Temper. Their Riety makes many Poor, 
- in lr never aims to. relieve them in their Mans. The King was ſo 
jus- taken with the Converſation of theſe Religious, that nothing 
uel : wou'd ſerve him, but he muſt ſay. Dinner with them. An 
ſhe being return'd home to Bugen, he gave free leave for all his 
was Subjects to embrace the Faith. But ſtill did nothing himſelf; 
d asg either becauſe God now withdrew thoſe Lights, which he 
formerly rejected, or that the Meaſure of his. Iniquity. wat 
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| fullj by this cruel and barbarous Murther of his Wife, or that 
he affected the Spirit of the World — to Jeſus | Chriſt, 
or iufine becauſe he'was abandon'd to infamous Pleaſures, which. 
did not at all Kit wien the Sandtity and Purity: of our 

| Religion: | | 

A Comi- To return to the Qopecuoinrs + War. Moſt of the Nobles 
nuation of being enter'd into the ue againſt Dayfuſama, in a ſhort: 
3 time they march'd into the Field, with an Army ofa hundred 
' the Gover. thoufand Men, and ſate domn before Furimi, the only ſtrong, 
»ours and hold of all the Emperburs Domain, now left in the Regents; 
Dayfuſa- Power: They | reſoly'd' in the b _—_ to give a general 
ma. Affault upon the firſt Approach, but meeting with a ſmart 
reſiſtance and fearing the Engmy might attempt to reliare che 
Place, choſe: rather to burn H blow:it'up: To this end, 

fifa up tie! Trenches with Wood and Fag then Lets. Bi 

to it, wh h pain'd them the firſt Intrenchment. That — 
they made an * upon the Donjon or inner Tower of the 
Fortreſs, where Taycoſamas Noble Palace ſtood, and taking all 
the Wood and Walnſeot out of the Galleries, they made a 
monſtrous Fire round the*Fortreſs, pouring in at the ſamè time 
whole Showers of ſie hey Debts at the Roof and! Windows, which 
ſet all in a Flame,. deſieg'd ſceing all was löſt, ſally?d out- 
in a kind of Deſpair, ett mate a 2 Slau _— hut being 
overpower'd by Number, were every Man of them! cut to- 
Pieces, and the Palace donſum'd to A ſnes. Thus in a fow Hours 
time, fell the laſt T rophy or Monument of Taycoſam#s Greatneſs, | 
the Richeſt and nobleſb Palace an all n. 80 Godolaughs 
at the Vanity of the Great Ones, defeating in a Moment, har 
they are auen and ende ure de whole Gourſe of 
their Lives. 23% If % 72; [0261015041 26a nor 
The Governours upon this Vi ing nor Viaſter of all 
the Tens, and C as be of the whole: Empire, tuxnd 
. againſt tub bord of 'the Regent 's Party. They.took 
three holds 1 0 Ringuom of Ixe, and t hen mareb'd 
to Ano, to reduce ee Dayfuſama who knew very well the 
importance of that ſtro ons Place, which ſerv'd-on all Occaſions 
to cover his Retreat, Advice of his Officers detachd a 
Body of thirty thouſand „and happily-reinforc'd;the Gar- 
ind, before Enemy Mas in a Teadineſs'to ſtop their March. 
That done, the Reſt . Troops fell in 3 y'belonging 
to Nen Zealous young Chriſtian Prince of two 

twenty Years of Age, and Nephew to the late) Nobunanga.: This 
young Lord was not ſo much as jealous of their March, * 


—— —_ 
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had all the Reaſon; for it ee For -beſides a reaſonablo 
- Prefampition of the Enemies Weakneſs, the whole Army af 
the Confederates! Was then actually encamp'd; upon his Borders, 
and Gibonoſcio with: ſix or ſeven thouſand) more, in the Heart 
of his Kingdom, waiting for Reinforcements in order to form 
the Siege of Yoarg» But there was this Difference betwixt the 
Regents and the Gove rnours Troops, the firſt being under one 
Supreme head acted vigorouſly and with unanimous, Conſent, 
whereas the othen, depending on ſeveral Maſters, and leaning 
each to ſeparate Intereſts, the Whole time was: ſpent in 
Marches and Counter marches to no Manner of PEE 
Whilſt the Governoufs were trifling away the time in theſe 
fruitleſs \ Conſultations, //Dayfu/ama: enter d Mino las was daid } 
and laid ſiege tot he Fomreſs of Gui He, ſent out a. Party 


of fix hund id Mn to, yiew tlie Place and tat the fame time 


laid twenty thouſand a: Ambuſcades to ſurpriſe the Enemy in 
caſe of an Attack! Ch odeno ſpying the advance Guard, 
ſallyd out at the Headi of his Menz; und gave them chace till 
he fell into the Snares then -wheeling abent made gs much 
haſt back again butt oο late, for the Enemy was all the Way 

the Herls of; them, killing andi flaying on every ſide, to 


Oppoſit ion, putting all to Sword heſides the Ring Himſelf, ho 
was taken Friſon er.. ne elt 155 


this glorious Expedition, Dafs Any 


King of Saru and Don Austin, Nhe chad newly: Hoyaid 77 


him with ſome Traops, finding by/ the Countenance of the 


Enemy they hadla mind to paſs the River that divided the 
two Camps, poſted themſclves on the Banks to diſpute the Eaſs. 
In this Manner the two Armies lay in ſight one of another; 
but Gibonoſrio finding himſelf Inferiqur to the Enemy, gave 
Advice of it to the other Governours, who immediatly rad 
all their Force, and Joyning him, they made all together an 


Army of fourſcore:thouſand Men. By this Reinforcement they 


were now in 'a Condition of entirely defeating the Regent, and 
ſo to end the War at once; but being divided in their Counſels, 
they lay thirty Days in ſight of the Enemy, and Hurſt not 
. inn 001409060 nh ee ee neam as il a 
In the mean while Dayfuſama advertisd of the Danger of 
his Army, in caſe of an Attack, drew out ll his Troops, 
and leaving part with his Son to make Head againſt Game- 
cuſa, march'd with the reſt for Mino, and this was rs. + 


* After d The Gover- 
ſtreight apainſt i Gihonoſe5o,, who lay: not far f,, che 2995 r 


defeats 
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Troops under their Command, march'd ſtreight over te the 


all down before him, till wounded from Head to Foot, and over- 


ſo much Diligence, that he jayn'd his Army before the Rue- 
my had notice of his Motions. That done, he made a gene- 
«ral Review of his Troops, and finding himſelf upon the Muſter 
to be fifty Thouſand ftrong, reſolvd to puſh it to a Bat- 
tel. . a | 210 
The two Armies encamp'd in a plain open Ground. Day. 
fuſama Commanded his own in Perſon, Gibonoſcio and Don A. 
ſtin that of the Confederates. So ſoon as the Troops were 
drawn out in Line of Battel, and the Trumpets had ſounded 
the Charge, the Battalions began to move with Colours fly- 
ing, and were juſt upon the Point of falling on, when all on 
-a ſuddain, ſeveral of the General Officers, together with the 


'Repents Side, which the reſt of the Army in ſo-general; 
Conſternation, that inſtead of Fighting, they turn'd Tail, ant fed 
without looking behind them. — perceiving them in Diſ. 
order, gave the Word for his Men to advance, and ma 
his Way chro' their Lines (which made very little Oppok- 
tion) gain'd a compleat Victory, almoſt without the Trouble 
of ſtriking one Stroke for it. None beſides. the General Off. 
cers, ank ſome of the leading Men had the Courage to cface 
the Enemy at the firſt Onſet. | Theſe partly diſpatch'd then- 
ſelves, partly were kill'd by the Enemy, and partly were ta- 
ken Priſoners ; amongſt! theſe latter were the celebrated Don 
Auſtin. This great Hero ſeeing his Mew in a Rout, and no- 
- poſſibility of Rallying again, threw Himſelf into the midſt oſ 
the Enemy's Troops, flaying on every Side, and bearing 


power'd by Numbers, he was forc'd to yield to Fate, and ſur- 
render himſelf Priſoner, together with Gibanoſcio, ho had not 
the Heart (as he confeſs'd himſelf afterwards) to open his 
Belly after the Example of the Worthies above -.mention'd. 
As for Don Auſtin, nothing but Conſcience cou'd poſſibly have 
hindred him from ſuch an Attempt, and therefore chooſing as 
as he did to paſs for heartleſs and coward, and to expoſe 
himſelf to an ignominious Death rather than offend God, was 
an Action of the firſt Rate, worthy to be found upon the Roll, 

ãn OY of = RO. il: wel 1 
| the mean while Dayfuſama purſuing his Victory, pours into 
the Kingdom of Alino with bis. — ande think 
Maſter of allthe ſtrong Holds there, and fo march'd to the Fortreſs 
of Savoyama, belonging to Gibonoſcio. His Brother who com- 
manded in the Place, hearing of the late Defeat, did - 
i 1 
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of the moſt barbarous Actions that is in Hiſtory, which how- 
ever paſſes for honourable in Japan. Having divided his Riches 
amongſt the Soldiers, he murther'd both his Brother's Wife 
and Children, and his own, then ſetting all the four Corners 
of the Fortreſs on Fire, he ripp'd up his Belly, and this to 
take from the Enemy the Honbur ef leading Fim in Tri- 
| To 2110013708 9112 102 rvictioa bg man whentY wet He 3 


umph. „% oy 12 | | T3 EN 2512 
Nothing vom was wanting to make Dayſuſama abſolute Ma- 
ſter of the Tens but the Reduction of Oxaca, which had been 
ſurpris'd upon his late Retteat to Quanto. Morindeno who was 
Head of the Confederacy, and powerful withall aboye any other 
Prince in Yu, next the Regent himſelf, commanded then in 
the Place. Now being in ſo ſtrong a Hold, witk all the Vrea-! 
ſures of the Empire at his Command, the young Prince alſo 
under his Charge, and Hoſtages from all the Nöbles, and - che 
very Regent himſelf in his Power, nothing was eaſier than to 
hold the Enemy in play, till the Governours had rallied toge- 
ther their broken Forces. Over and above, he had dn Army 


on Foot of fotty thouſand of his oWH Subjects, and Proviſion FL. 


and Amumtion fer many Vears Siege.” This' notwithſtanding,! 
upon the'firſt Advice; of the Defeat of his Party, he was ſtruck: 
with ſuch apannick Fear,” that he had not the Heart, to de- 
fend himſelf; what's more, in Place of retiring into any of 
bis nine Kingdoms, where he might have Compounded upon 


| honourable: Terms, like one that had loſt his Senſe as well as 


Courage, he baſely abandon'd the Fortreſs, quitted the Palace, 
and ſurrendred at Diſeretion. Dayſuſama entred immediately 
the Town, in a kind of Triumph, and ſoon after all Fapar 
ſubmitted to his Government. 2310 de 


Before the late Battel Cainocami, a Prince of Dayfuſama's Party, New Tron- 


diſpatch'd a Frigat to his Father, the King of Bugen, who was les tn 
a Chriſtian, and dad eight thouſand Men under his Command _—_ 
to make an Irruption into Bungo. | Conſtantine the late King of 
Bungo (whom Taycoſama had degraded: in his Life-time) Iiv'd 
at this Time privately at Meaco. The Governours believing 
his Preſence would inſpire new Life into his Subjects, and ex- 
petting Wonders beſides, from his own Perſon, upon ſo fair a 
Proſpect of recovering his ancient Rights, detatch'd him with 


2 Body of four thouſand: Men to oppoſe the King of Bugen. 


But this Prince nothing wiſer with : his -late Misfortunes, in 
Place of intrenching himſelf till they had reinforc'd him with 
freſh Recruits, moſt unadviſedly gave Battel to the Enemy, 


who had more than double his Number. His Men took to their 
N Heels 
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Danger. 


were ſought after in order to ſuffer with him; a third that 
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Heels at the firſt Onſet, were moſt of them cut to Pieces; 


and himſelf alſbd taken Priſoner, and ſent to Zungen. The King 
made himfelf Maſter of all Bunge. ö Wa: Dit, 

* 1 de Nine 
Kingdoms of Ame fell into Diviſions am themſelves, ſame; 
declaring for Payfuſama, and others for the Governours. There; 


fluſh'd with this ſucceſs, parſu'd his Point, and in two Days 
_ Whilſt 1198 were thus imbroibd in 

em 
were ſome few indeed that ſtood Neuter, and namely the Kings 


of Arima and Omura, the two main Supports of Chriſtian' 


Religion. The Governours having fummon'd them to appear 
at Meare, they leaded one Excufe or other; tilt things were 
r executing their e and then all on a 


ina Readine l 
ſudddain Joyn'd/ the Regency which prov'd well both for them - 
ere diſpers d thro! 


ſelves; and the Fathers of the Society, that w 
- The Biſbop, and Father Provincial of the Society 


Japan, as we ſhall ſee in the proper Place. c 
were then 


at Nengaſaqui, where they receiv'd nothing but diſmal News 
from all Parts. Expreſs upon Expreſs of the Governours defeat, 
and Don Au#ir's Impriſonment. One ſaid, Don Austin was 
taken and condemn'd to die, another that his Wife and Children 


they were certainly taken, and his Sen, who was only thirteen 
Years of Age, going to be executed at Meaco. Fuximandono 
his Son in Law, fearing to be involv'd in his Ruin upon the 
Marriage with his Daughter, Shipp'd her of immedlatly to 
Nang aſaqui; together with ſome other Ladies, praying the Jeſuits 
ro take them under their Care and Protection 
The Jeſuits knew not in the World how to carry themſelves 
in the Matter. On the one fide, to refuſe their Charity toſs 
prudent and vertuous a Lady, and what's moſt of all, to the 
Daughter of their Protector and Father, was Ingratitude in the 
higheſt Degree ; on the other Hand as Dæyfuſama was ſearching 
after all Don Auftins Family, he wou'd not fail to Reven 
himſelf both on them, and all the Chriſtians of Japan for ſe- 
curing his Daughter a Retreat. But Reaſon apart, betwixta 
Compaſſion for the Daughter's Misfortune, and Gratitude to the 
Father's paſt Services, it was reſolved to harbour her, on peril 
of Life and Fortune. The Lady having afterwards obtain'd her 
Pardon, publſf'd every where her Obligations to the Society, 
and what they had done to preſerve her Life, which gain'd 
them a mighty Reputation, and Credit with their Ene- 


mies. 
Morin- 


Cc. 
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for his holy Name. Behold what continual Dangers the 
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 . Morindoxs( as was ſaid above). before theſe late Troubles, 

ffi the Jeſiits in his Royal City of , Amanyuchs, after a 

Courſe of forty Years Baniſhment from that Place. its not to 
by, expreſs'd, ye Conſternation the people were in there, 
a Report that went about of their King bein depos d 

by 79 ene. The Bonzes and Heathens, to wreak their ſpite 

uon Religion, were malicious enough to make this Calamity 


wade ment upon him, for recalling the guet, who were ſworn 
[9 


Fürs to the Cami, and Fotaques. © This wrought ſfo-ſtrongly 
in the Minds of the People, that the Fathers look d every 


Mone for Peath ; for thus the e of Reſidence 
writes to his Pann = 8 N 


Reverend Father, 


E haue 1 bere (ever, 
W Confonement ) in pts a our Lives. 
ma confidently Reported, that intended to put us Man 8 
e and wit hall, we had Advice of it under hand, 4s & done Bu- 


"This metatithſtandiy m ys Confidence 22 Co, Protection, 
2 ti good Bet TY Not 4 went about 
causd fuck '4 


that Morindono had tilled himſelf, 2 fr 75 1 Fab 
DS 


* Morinton 


and Tumult, that we then gave 3g ſelves over 
the Heat of bai Paſſion, and , one of the 
2 ht to our Houſe wiclbs long Train of le, after h; 


par, T7 
n God, and ache 
down and let them in. 


ns; ro are for Death, 
ads Fac —4 E ddl 


ſently ed bis Errgnt, ſo recommending Fee 


8 


hither on ſome ill Def, but [ani Diſcourſe, God ſo ther my 


their Hearts, that t not ſo much as offer the In 
or Afront. Boar Brain . e cher the Ne 


: lowing, worſe than the Former. Towards Evening, News was * 


that they intended to maſſacre us that very che. With that we 
all retir d to our Prayers, and perſever d in them till next Morning 
Maſs, and communicated my Religious in 1 
of Viaticum, but God was not pleaſ d to think us worthy of 


Miſſioners are in, who as (David ſays) muſt be always 22 


with their Souls in their Hands, to "Lirreader them to their 


Maker. 
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The Fathers in the Fortreſs of Uto, belonging to Don 1 7 
were yet harder us'd than the former. The Enemy having lai 
cloſe Siege to the Place, met with ſo vigorous a Reſiſtance, 
that they began to grow tired with. the Enterprize. There 
were then in it five Religions of the Society, who ſpent all their 
time, partly in confeſſing the Garriſon, partly in aſſiſting the Sick, 
and partly in burying the Dead. The Beſiegers flung in abundance 
of Darts, with ſmall Billets at them, to give notice of Don Auſtin's 
defeat; but by Agreement amongſt them, the Billets were all taken 
and burnt without ſo much as reading the Contents; however, one 
of Don Auſtin's Servants, ſtealing privately into the Fort, and 
acquainting them with his Maſter's Mis fortune, they loſt Cou- 
rage, and yielded the Place. | : | 
The Fathers were immediately ſeized, and caſt» into Priſon, 
above all, they were perfe&ly barbarous to the poor Superiour, 
tor without Regard. to his Indiſpoſition and Sickneſs. (which 
then hung upon him) they laid him in an open Stable,,withoat 
either Door or Windows, expos'd to all the Injuries of Wea- 
ther, and wou'd not fo much as give him any. Thing to eat, 
not even a little Rice. This not wit Lene (lays one of the Fa: 
thers, jor Prg e with yo xt 7 7555 Time) * live ve- 
ry well [atisfy'd, and content. Rom the firſt. Beginning of our Con- 
fine ment, 3 every Moment for Death. Im ue beyond 
Expreſſion. n God have Mercy on 1s. Not long after they 
were all Releas' d, but Father Superiour betwixt the Hardſhips 
of his Impriſonment, and the Continuance of his Diſtemper, 


e 

Don Au- However this Loß, was, nothing to that other which hap- 
ſtin's tra- pen'd to the Church, much about the ſame. time, in the Perſon 
gical death of Don Auſtin, the Pillar and Support of Religion in Japan. 
Hie Leagu'd with the Governours (as was faid) in Order to aſ- 


ſert the Title of the young Prince to the Crown, as he had , 


ſworn, propoſing by his Intexeſt at Court, to do great Servi- 
ces to Religion, in the time of his Minority. However being 
a Man of à great. Foreſight, and experienc'd in the uncertain 
Events of War, before he went out of Meaco to the Army, he 
confeſs'd himſelf to one of the Jaſuits, with a great deal. of 
: Exactneſ and Deyotion. After the Battel, was loſt, he had-a 
-yiolent, Temptation to kill himſelf, after the Faſhion of the 
Country, and nothing but Reſpect to the Law of God, cou'd 
have held him from it. Being taken Priſoner, they carry'd him 
before Cainocami, Son to the King of Bugen, who was ſo touch'd 


g at his deplorable Condition, that he was not able to ſpeak for 


Grief. 
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rief. Don Auſtin, who had ſtill the ſame Air of Majeſty and 
Greatneſs in bis Looks, perceiving it, took the Word, and 
aid, Ser, -you know what I was, and what I now ans. I have one 
Favour only to beg of you," and itt the greateſt OP can poſſibly de tv 
an | unfortunate Man. Cainocami belie r ing, he had à Mind to 
make him uſe his Intereſt with Dayfuſama to ſpare: his Life, 
was ſilent, and made no Anſwer; whereupon Don Anftin, who 
eaſily penetrated into the Cauſe of this coldneſs, added, Its 
not Life Sir, I demud. Mu it net for efending God, I mend ner 
Der have fe 1 alive into your. Hands, AKT efire of you, 35 that 
1 muy bare Leave tb; ſpeak a Mord or to, with ſome Chriſtian 
' | : vr here vor nt 37 os TY Y oyÞ x 


Prie - 4 


without Effect. Dayfiſama deliver'd him up afterwards; to one 
of his Captains, to be kept cloſe Priſoner, and none to have 
acceſs to him, not ſo mch as a Servant to wait on him in 
the Priſon. Some Days! after they conducted him to Ozars; 
where he try'd all Ways imaginable, to ſpeak with one of the 
Feſuits, He wrote ſeveral Letters to them, but all were inter- 
cepted and carry d to Dæfuſama, Who finding him ſpeak of 
Confeſſion (which he was perfectly Stranger to) charg'd th 
Guards; to let no Religious have acceſs to him. 
Don Auſtin finding himſelf deſtitute: of all human Saccours; 
had his Recourſe to Heaven, humbly craving Pardon of Al- 
mighty God for his Sins, and generouſly ſacrificing his Life 
and Sufferings in Part of Satisfaction for his Offences. He 
continually call'd upon the Mother of God, begging ſhe: wou'd 
pleaſe ta intereede with her Son for? Mercy. He frequently 
alſo" recited''the Beads, hut above alf, what gave him the moſt 
Comfort, Was tlie Thought of being led ignominiouſly thro? 
the Streets, And dying an -opprobrious Death after the Exam- 
ple of the Sen &f "Ga; This 'Confiderationo Repleniſh'd/! His 
Soul with {6- mach Joy, that the heathen Gentlemen who came 
to viſit him were ama7z g ar it. Dir H tif © x Giblod 5! £954 


It was not long before theſe Deſires of his were accom» 


pliſb'd, for within /@ few Days they paſs?d Sentence of Death 


upon Gibonoſcio, Head of the Rebels, upon Ancoſugi a Bon- 
ze, and 7 of Morindonos Houſhold, and Don Auſtin, 
Cibonoſcio's intimate Friend! - On the e their 
Execution, they mounted them all Three on ſad pittiful Horſes; 
and in this Männer led them thro? all the Streets of, OrAα, 
with their Hands tied behind! their Backs a 2 
efore 


Leni DIL Zug 92 er ee 
Cainocami promis'd he wou'd uſe his utmoſt endeavours wit 
'Dayfuſama, to pleaſure him in his Requeſt, as he really did, tho? - 


- 
* 
- 
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before them, to make Proclamation, that theſe: Menwere-gon- 
demn'4; for conſpiring , againſt the Government. They tran. 
ported them from Ozaca1to.Afeace, where they were put into 
Catts, and conducted (as before). thro' the Streets, wick the 
like Ignominy and Confufon, Cibonoſcis marching firſt, Aucoſai 
ſecond, and Don Ain laſt: t. 

By the Laws and Cuſtoms, of Japan (as was obſery'd above) 
Criminals that die in this Manner, are firſt ex pos'd to all the 
| Indignitics, and Affronts imaginable" of the Mob. The two 

/ firſt ' N ſunk under this Ignominy, and withall, were h 

— with the Image of Death, that they had not the Cou- 
rage to fhew their Faces, ſighing and weeping, like Men aban- 
| don'd to Deſpair. As for Don Außin, Hero like, he was Proof Wl 

againſt all theſe Flouts and Contempts. There appear'd in i 

\ | Countenance' a bertain Air of Majeſty, yet without: the leat i 

| Afﬀeaution"of Pride, which ſhew'd- the Greatneſs of bis Son, 

his Contempt of Death, his lively Hopes of future Bliſs, and 
the Joy he then -fouhd in his Soul, to ſhare with his Saviour 
in his Ignominy and Torments. It was needleſs to ask which 
of the three was Chriſtian? Their Countenances betray'd them - 
ſelves, every one plainly diſcerning the Difference, betwixt 

Chriſtian and a Heathen, on this laſt Scene of their Lives. 

On the Way to Bxecution, che Bentes came out to met 
them, performing certain ſort” of ſuperſtitious Ceremonies over 
them, 'as are uſual in theſe Countries to all Criminals, before 
they Die. 'Gibonoſcio and Ancoſugs accepted of their Service 

But as for Don Auſt, he turn'd them of roughly declarig 

himſelf a Chriſtian, and ſo began the Pater Nofter aloud. Being 

come to the Place of Execution, and their Hands untyd, ther 
came up a certain Boxze (Who never ſtirs out of his Convent, 
unleſs it be to help the Nobles at their Death) and after ſeve- 
ral apiſh Tricks about the two -firſt, he -prefented them at lat 
with an old Book to kiſs, which is held in mighty .Veneratios 
amongſt the Faponians. In the mean while Don Axſtin ſaid his 

Beads, holding in his Hand a curious Picture of our Lady 

with our Saviour in her Arms, preſented him by one of the 

Jeſuits, who had it given him by the Queen of Partagal, Siſter 8 

to Charles the Fifth. FL \3\04,37 

Whilſt the Priſoners were Lighting out of their Carts, a cer- 

tain Chriſtian (ſent by the Jeſuits to Don Auſtin); march'd up 4 

boldly thro? the Guards, and told him, what Paias the Father,” .* 

| had taken to get Leave, to afſift him at his Pesth wich, 
# kowever-cou'd not be granted. Then he exhorted him in Plc 
' 0 
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Which in Japan is look'd upon as the greate 
e 
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, Alaria, ſtretch'd out his; Neck without. the 


of Confeſſion, which was not to be compaſe d, to ſtir himſelf 
up to an Act of Contrition, and accept his Sufferings by Va « 
of Satisfaction for hig Sins. Don Auſtin defir'd he would thank 
the Fathers for their kind Remembrance of him; and withall, 
> let_them know that türe, the great Mercy of God, he con- 
iy d a very lively. Sorrow for his Sinz, and ſo died, infinitely. 
atisfy'd as having already perform d, ali that he now fuggeſte 


him e el 21.2647 bloc lu ene 
So ſoon as the Chriſtian, was retir'd, the famous Bonse ſtept 


pp, and offer d him the old Book to kiſs, which he rejected 


ot without ſome little 


| nous Diſgain, praying him to. retire 
ad leave b'p 


to himſelf; \Thenjtakiag the Picture of our La- 
ands, the ſat jt three, ſereral Times £0.bys Head 
| Re pect that can 


ſt 
lifted up his Eyes 
e 2 


e paid to any ſacred Thing, That done, he lifts 
e Time; tr 


wards Heaven, and fix'd them there 


Wooking down upon the Picture, he fell on his Knees to recom» 


end his Soul into the Hauds of his Creator; and ſaying. 


eakneſs, or ſo much as changing Eplour, and was beheaded 
t the third Stroak. | c 


Thus died the valiant and renowned Auſtin Tſucamidang he Don Au- 
oſt puiſſant Chriſtian Prince that was in Japan, the moſt — aq Elo 


f Religion, a Terror to Heathens,,,the Father Protector 
f the Society ef Jefus,, leaving upwards of a thouſand 
[ 


hriſtians in his own) Bſtatet ob „ 
He had rais d himfelt by his Valour, Prudenc Integrity, 
e Goyern- 


ealous Defender of the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, a e Support 


onduct, and Experience, to the chief Places in t 


nent. He was 8 rintenflant df all : ; mine -of . 
mo, Lord high Amira} of Japan, ON | 9 fe 
n Corea, which conſiſted. of two hundred thouſand Men. In a 
'ord, he was without all Diſpute, the moſt renowned Cap- 
ain in that whole Empire. A Man celebrated for Victories 
nd Conqueſts. He was of ſo generous a Diſpoſition, ſo oblig- 


Ng and free in his Converſation, that every one lov'd him. 


e was not Capable of a baſe and mean Thing. Dayfuſame 
frer the firſt Victory over Gibonoſeio, zealous to engage him 
n his Intereſt, preſſed earneſtly to have him take an Oath 
35 the reſt had done before) to ſupport all his Deſigns and 
keſolutions, during the Time of his Government; but Don 
latin was never to be brought to it, faving on the Condi- 


96 


and after all, it was more to ſatisfy the preſſing Inſtances of his 
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tion following; that he acted nothing contrary! to che Good" gf 


the State, nor prejuditial to the Intereſt of the young Prince. 
Day fuſama durſt not then refuſe this Clauſe, for Fear of be- 
traying his Deſign on the Empire, but at the ſame Time, ſtady'd 
all the Ways imaginable, to draw him over to his Party. He 
pos d a Match betwixt the King of Quame's Daughter: (h 


' Grandchild) and Don Auſtins only Son; an Alliance ſo advan- 


tagious and honourable, that it ſeem'd not fair to demur upon 
it, moſtly when he had ſo lately incurr'd his Diſpleaſute, by 
joining with Gibenoſcio, and at this very Time too, in fome 
Meaſure, his Priſoner of War. This notwithſtandiug, as he 
eaſily penetrated into the Deſigns of this ambitious Prince; and 
was tender to the [laſt Degree in Point of - Conſticnicey many 
Months paſs' d before he could reſolve himſelf upon the Matter, 


Wife (whom Dayfuſama had brought over to his Side) than 
out of any Inclination of his own, that he accepted of the 
Offer. However khis Alliance did not hinder him from join. 
ing with the Governours, as believing they had juſtice on theit 
Side, which prov'd fatal in the End, both to himſelf and his 
So Abi hills i 


; N. . ; n ; . F4 © FIRES 4 | 
His Fu: So Toon as he was dead, they cover'd the Body with alatye 


eral. 


ſilk Fall, and tranſported it to the Jeſuits College at Mea 
where it was honourably interr'd with the uſual Ceremonies 
of the Church. The News of his Death being feat to Roms 
Father Claudius Aquaviva (then General of the Socirty of Ji 
order'd Maſſes and Prayers for him thro' his whole Order, 
as _—_—— directs, for Benefactors and Founders in ſuch 
Caſes. -. *3 3b, =c + Us; BY. $875 PIT Pn 2 
The following Letter was found ſewed up in the Furr of his 
Suit, directed tõ Princeſs Fafa his Lady, and his Children. # 
not to be expreſid, what I both have, and attnally nom do ſiſfa 
in this narrow Priſon, where they confim d me ever ſince my lat 
Mi fortune. I have felt as ſmart and pinching Pains, as ever pou 
Creature endur d. However I hope God will accept of theſe Suffer: 
ings, in Satisfaction for the Debt I am otheriviſe to pay in Purgato!) 
My Sins, drew all theſe Calamities upon me. At the, ſame Time, 
am oblig*d to his di vino Majeſty, that he ſhould pleaſe in his Merc), 
to give me the Opportunity o offering as I have done for ſom 
Days paſt. His holy Name be bleſſed for treating me with ſo mu 
AMudneſs. What I earneſtly recommend, and that which moſt co 
cerns you, 4s, that you ſerve God faithfully, and love him with you 
whale Heart, The Proſperity and Advantages of this World are bu 


ger 
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temporal and tranſitory. | On the contiaty, the Joys bf Heaven are 
Ne dena e e an 254. He told one of his 
Servants,” Where he was to find the Letter after his Death, 
and charg'd him to deliver it to his Lady. en! ; 
Who can expreſs the Concern and Affliction of this devout non 
Lady, for the Loſs of ſach a Spouſe'? There were only two 5m mur 
Things in the World that could poſſibly give her Baſe: One, herd. 
that by the Laws of the Land; ſhe was ſuddaimy to follow 
him, and the other, that her Son (as Grandchild to Dayfuſama 
by the late Marriage with Quante's Daughter) was in all Ap- 
pearance like to ſucgeed in his Father's Places, and ſo the Fa- 
ily wou'd ſtill be ſapported and continued in him. But God 
who was pleas'd to have her the moſt diſconſolate of Widows, 
would alſo render her the moſt afflicted of Mothers too, by ta- 
king of her Darliiig and only Son, who was murdered after the 
moſt (cruel and Barhardus Manner imaginabwe. 

He was only twelve Years of Age, at the Time of his Fa- 
thers Impriſonment, but as hopeful a Youth, as was in Japan. 
The ergellent Frame and Shape of his Body, his quick Wit, 
the Solidity of his judgment, the generons Diſpoſition of his 
Mind, and that agreeable Addreſs in all his military Exer- 
ciſes, drew every ones Eyes upon him, and merited him the 
Honour of Alliance in Blood, with Dayfuſama himſelf. Upon 
the firſt News of his Father's Misfortune, he put himſelf under 
the Protection of Morindono his intimate Friend, and upon Pa- 
role retir'd to Firaxima. So ſoon as he was arriv'd there, he. 
ſent for one of the Fathers of the Society, and as if he had 
ſome Preſage of his approaching End, made a general Confeſ- 
ſion to him of his whole Life. Queſtionleſs his Jealouſies and 
Apprehenſions at that Time of Day, were without any Grounds. 
For beſides his being ſo near a Kin to the. Regent, he was 
actually under the Protection of Morindone, who was abſolute 
Maſter of nine fair Kingdoms, and Ozaca in his Power to | 
boot. But this heartleſs King, having baſely ſarrendred the _ 1 
Place at Diſcretion, believ'd nothing would be more effectual to 
deſerve the good Graces of the Regent, than a Preſent of this 
young Prince's Head. n 
He ſends for him then, under Colour of removing him to 
a more ſecure Place, but the Vouth (who was quick enough 
of Apprehenſion) ſoon ſmoak'd his Deſign, and told one of [ 
the Fathers who came to fee him, that this was only a Trick | 
to take away his Life, and ſo begg'd an Image or Relick of | 
him, to arm himſelf with, 2 5 the Time of Execution. The 

| Fa- | 
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Father us'd all his Rhetorick to divert theſe melancholly Thoughts; 
but the Youth was prepoſſeſs'd with this Imagination, and cou 
not be brought off it. For what remains (he added) let Als 
mighty God diſpoſe of me as he pleaſes, his 7 Vill be - Now 
that I have confeſſed, I fear no Colours. God, I hope, will be merci- 
fal to me. Tell your Fathers, Pm their bumble Servant, that I love 
them, and die with Satisfaction and Pleaſure. 133 
So ſoon as the Religious Man was gone, Morindono's Ser- 
vants conducted him to Ozaca, where that per fidious Traitor took 
off his Head, and fent it afterwards, by Way of a Preſent, 
to Dayfuſama. But that Prince, who after all, had a true ge- 
nerous Spirit, touch'd with Compaſſion, and remembring he was 
his own Blood, in place of commending and approving the 
Action, fell into fo deſperate a Fury, that he could. not hold 


from ſaying, the Man deſerv'd Death (whoſoever he was) that | 


committed this wicked Murther; adding, it was not lawfal 
for any one, to attempt on the Life of his Grandſon, with- 
out his expreſs Command. The Meſſengers that brought the 
Head, ſeeing him in this violent Fit of Fallon; tara'd the Sto- 
ry another Way; ſaying, that Morindono had taken him on a 
Flight thro? his Country, and brought him as far as Oz 
in order to preſent him to his Majeſty, but the young Man 
falling into Deſpair, prevented his Defigas by murdering him- 
ſelf in his Lodgings, and this was the Reaſon. of ſending his 
Head. This malicious Tour appeas'd Dayfuſamæ for: that Time, 
but being afterwards inform'd of the Truth of the Sto- 
ry, he condemn'd the Action as barbarous, cruel. and un- 
juſt. | | : 
; After Don Auſtin's. Death, who was the Support of Reli- 
gion in Japan, that Cauſe in every ones Opinion was grown 
perfectly deſperate. But God who raiſed it from nothing, eſta» 
bliſh'd it firmer than ever, teaching us herein, to admire the 
wonderful Diſpoſition of his Providence, that turns every Thing 

to the Advantage of his Elect. | 
The Governours being all ſworn to an inviolable Obſervance 
of Taycoſama's Laws, would. certainly have renew'd. the Perſe- 
cution, in Caſe God had proſper'd their Arms in the late Com- 
bat. True, Don Auſtin never conſented to this Latter, but on- 
ly to aſſert the Title of the young Prince to the Crown, hoping 
withall by his great Intereſt, to divert the Governours from 
any ſuch Thoughts. But as the others were far the more nu- 
merous, and all Heathens too, jealous to the laſt Degree of 
the Honour of their Idols, and ſworn beſides to ade 
ri- 
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Chriſtian | Religion out of Japan, there was all the Grounds 
imaginable to believe, that the Perſecution wou'd have been 
ſet on Foot again, ſuppoſe Heaven had declared in their Favour, 
in the late Battel, whereas being now diveſted of all Power, 
and Dayfuſama abſolute Maſter of Japan all Taycoſama's Laws 
were annulled in Courſe, and amongſt the Reſt that of Baniſh- 
ment againſt the Fathers, as alſo that other of Forcing People 
back to the ancient Religion of the Country. 1 

In Effect Dayfuſama being naturally of a meek and eaſie 
Temper, took quite different. Methods from Taycoſama, who 
render'd himſelt- extreme odious, by his cruel and ſevere Op- 
preſſions. He propos'd to himſelf to govern more by Love 
than Fear, and t contrary to-the Maxims of his Pre- 
deceſſor, pardor'd ſeveral, of the Lords, that bore Arms againſt 
him. Moreover he ſent a Pardon to Don Auſtin's Lady and 
Daughters, as | alſo to his Brethren and their Children; and 
what's more, he did not ſo much as ſhew any Reſentment to 
the Fathers, for being conſtant to the Intereſt of Don Auſtin, 
or for harbouring his Lady in Time of her Retreat at Nan- 


1 great Matters from his 


But what n le- People ex 


Government, was that he ſeem' d to incline much in Favour of 


the Fathers of the Society, for he always receiv'd them very 
graciouſly when they came to viſtt him, and above all, he gave 
them Licence to reſide at Ozaca, Meaco, and Nangaſaqui, the 
three principal Cities of the Empire. Ximandono Governour 
of Nangaſaqui, ſeeing, Dayſuſama declare in their Favour, Courtier 
like ( who always take 'their Byaſs from the Inclination of the 
Prince } in lieu of proſecuting, as was expected for concealing 
the Biſhop's Arrival from his Knowledge, he ſtudy'd all Ways 
in the World to oblige them. He went two ſeveral Times 
to Eat with them, once at the Biſhops Lodgings, and once at 
the College, and to \crown the Work, he gave them free 
Leave to exerciſe their Functions, without Moleſtation or 
Trouble. In this Manner God treats his Servants comforting, 
them after Affliction, and uſing the ſame Perſons for their 
Eſtabliſhment, that contriv'd their Ruin. 

Dayfuſama being now in a peaceable Enjoyment of the Empire, 
was daily caſting about to reward ſuch as had ſerved him 
faithfully in the Civil War. He divided thirty Kingdoms 
amongſt the principal Lords of his Party, and this Partition 
prov'd - ſo favourable to Religion, that it ſeem'd deſign'd by 
Heaven for the Comfort . Chriſtians, and the Advance 
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ment of the holy Faith. For ſome ſtill continwd in their 
former States, others were advanc'd to higher Poſts, and others 
again were plac'd over large Kingdoms quite over- run with 
Ielatry, where they preach'd the Goſpel, by Means of the 
Fathers of the Society, whom they took along with them for 
this Purpoſe. As Proſperity in this World wou'd grow nauſeoug 
and inſipid, if Heaven did not give it now and then ſome 
little Check in its Carreer, whilſt the Chriſtians of Aima begag 
to breath after the late Troubles, there aroſe all on a ſuddain 
a new Tempeſt, that was like to defeat all theſe mighty 
Projects, and this was the Occaſion of it. 8 

New Diſs Dayfuſama by the late Victory, ſubdu'd all his Enemies but 
orders in three, viz Morindono the King of Amanguchi and Eight other 
imo. Kingdoms, Gangecaſu (one of the Governours, whom he purſued 
in Quanto before he march'd againſt Gibonoſcio) and the Kin 

of Saxuma, who eſcap'd out of the late Battel, and return 

home with ſix hundred Men. Morindono (as was ſaid); ſtirs 
render'd afterwards to Dayfuſama' at Diſcretion, and Gangecaſu 
made his Peace. Of all the three, none but Saxuma held out, and 
refus'd to ſubmit to the Conquerour, wherefore Ximandono, 


Governour of Nungaſagui, was order'd immediatly to match w. 
againſt him in the Quality of Lieutenant General, Don Protaſe of 
King of Arima, and Don Sancio King of  Omura (two wa 
great Pillars of the Church) to Follow after, and Act under this to 
Idolatrous Prince, which mortify'd them to the quick. x. bap 
The Saxuman being forc'd to a Peace, Aimandono return'd in 1 
Triumph to Court, and begg'd of Dayfuſama, in recompenſs ſcru 
for his good Services, that he wou'd pleaſe to gratify him his 
with the Kingdom of Omura, in lieu of the Iſlands of Amaciuſa, Wl fing 
belonging heretofore to Don Auſtin, which he pray'd might be WDiſc 
given to the King of Omura by Way of Exchange. Dayfuſama Wl That 
was well enough pleas'd with his Requeſt, and ſeem'd to approve Wh: 
of the Change, which put all the Chriſtians of Omura into a Nelig 
heavy Conſternation. For the Nobility of Japan, being oblig'd Wer» 
to conform to the Principles and Practiſes of their Prince, it T. 


was odds but this Idolatrous Prince ( if he came once to be ſever 
Maſter of this Chriftian Kingdom) wou'd perſecute, if not ¶ to t. 
quite extirpate Religion out of the State. 11 U hearc 

The Grant was ready for ſigning, and infallibly had paſs's that 
the Seal, if Father Rodriguez, who was then at Court in na- did 
tity of the Emperour's Interpreter, had not interpos'd; and it ¶ their 
was his Intereſt that ſtopt Proceedings, till the King of. Omar a 
nad the Opportunity of ſpeaking with Dayfuſama * 1 be de 
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Prince having repreſented to him his former Services, and how: 
he had always ſtood by his Intereſt, moreover ſhewing* how ne- 
ceſſary it was for the Benefit of Commerce with the "Portugueſe 
e keep him ia ddr Poſt and/above al the Incomreniencies tha 
were like to follow upon he Change. He ſo inſinusted im- 
ſelf into Dayfuſama's Affection, that he not only recall'd his 
late Grant, but farther was pleas'd alſo to diſpenſe both with 
him, and the King of Arima, from ſerving under Ximandons, 
appointing them Officers | ug mm under himſelf Morel 
Over he took into his Service Don Py aſe's' eldeſt Son; and Don 
Sancio's Brother, and commanded” Ximandono- to reſt ſatisfyd 


Genius of Courts, where all Things are chopp'd and chang'd 
with the Fancy and Caprice of the Prince, - ' © 217 
For the Reſt, its not to imagine that Dayfuſama' had any 
real Affection for the Chriſtians ; he was one of thoſe Pollti- 
cians, that appear d to Carry Fair with every one; the Chri- 
ſtians he knew were not x little" exaſperated at Don Auſtin's: 
Death, and therefore it was Prudente not to provoke them at 
that Time of Day, for fear of forcing them upon Extremities, 
which might have, prov@ of i Conſequence in the Beginning 
of his Reign. Bé as it will, it" mattes nd Matters mando, 
was highly difguſted at the r and reſolvd 
to wreak his Spite upon the Faithful, as Occaſion ſerv'd, whictr 
happen'd not long after — | 1 De fre: £ 5 

The Slight. Don Auſtin had formerly put upon Dayfuſama, b 
ſcrupling an Mank wich him in Blood, wor'd never out of 
his Head, and he cou'd not hold upon Occaſions, from expreſ- 
fing his Reſentment before the Court. One Day falling into 
Diſcourſe upon this unfortunate Prince, he was pleas'd to fay, 
That the Camis and Fotoques had puniſh'd that diſdainful Chriſtian, 
that he did not at all wonder at Taycofama, for prohibiting this 


Religion, For the now ſaw very well, it was dangerous to the Go- 


vernment, and ſo was reſolv'd to put the Laws in Execution. 
Theſe Words flew like the Wind over all Japan, and made 
ſeveral of the Heathen Lords cool in their former good Offices 
to the Fathers. Ximandono who was then at Court, and over- 
heard what paſs'd, maliciouſly took this Occaſion to inſinuate 
that the 'Kings of Arima and Omura (contrary: to the lat# 
Edict) did both build Churches, and-entertain'd the ſeſuits in 
their States. Dayfuſama finding upon enquiry that what he 
faid was true, order'd immediatly all the Churches of Amo to 
be demoliſh'd. / permitted (ſaid he) thoſe Prieſts to _— as 
eaco,. 


with the Ifland of Amacuſa. Thus we ſee the Humour and 
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Meaco, Ozaca, and Nangaſaqui, for the Conveniency of the Ppr- 
tugueſe, but mot in Ximo, much leſs to build ches there, 
Fi down with them every Church. 110 pers ak 

Aimandono better pleas'd with this Revenge upon the Chri- 
ſtjans, 'than if he had gain'd a Kingdom, wrote —— 
to Father Yalignan, in a proud and haughty Stile, command. 
ing him in pegs Name, to ſummon all his Religious to 
Nang aſaqui, and not a Man of them to ſtir out of the Ton. 
This new Order put all X:mo in a terrible Conſternatic a, The 


two Kings of Arima and Omura, employ'd their Intereſt at 


Court to make Dayfuſama recall his Word. It was told him, 


that theſe two Princes being both of them bred up in the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, and their Fathers before them (not to ſay any 
Thing of the Kingdoms, which generally follow'd the ſame Per- 
ſwaſion, and that long before the Date of Taycoſama's Edict) they 
had rather by much that he wau'd take away their Lives, than 
rob them of their Churches. eee, 

They brought alſo ſeveral other Reaſons, which in the 
main prov'd of very good Uſe, and, wrought him into a Com- 
, If I permit them (ſaid he) to enjey the Liberty of their 
Mein: 2 l 255 8 5 Grateful far frag . ? 22 

r, (reply'd the Gentleman) yes, mare by far, t F your 
Majeſty Her whole. Kingdoms an them, Then (added Dai 4 
ma) ge tell them from me, that I give leave hat h to Themfelues and 
their Rang ra to exjoy their Religion, and to build as many Churches 
as t ; 3 | „ 

Don Pet King of Arima, upon the firſt Advice, diſpatch 
an Expreſs for Arima to the Fathers of the Society, Who ar: 
riv'd the Day Aimondono had appointed for demoliſhing the 
Churches; and at the Inſtant of Time, that the Wor 
were in Hand with that of Arima, but withall too late to 
ſave thoſe of Omura, four of them being actually beat down 
to the Ground, before he cou'd reach the Town. The two 
Kings went immediately to Court' to thank Dayfuſama for the 
Favour, and he receiv'd them with a great deal of Satisfaction, 
aud above all, was pleas'd to ratify the late Grant in their own 

caring. 

— IE made one Attempt more, which had no better 
Gicceſs than the former, for inſtead of compaſſing his Ends, 
he fell; under the Diſpleaſure of the Court, which oblig'd him 
to retire to Amacuſa. He found moſt of Don Auſtin's Subjects 
to be Chriſtians, and ſeeing Dayfuſama was pleas'd to tolerate 
a free Exerciſe of Religion in Arima and Oma, he reſoly'd to 

give 
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— no diſturbance to thoſe of Amacuſa; on the Contrary, 
M 


wrote very preſſing to Father Valignan to fend over fo 

Reaſon in the World to be. jealous of this Impoſtor, was ſome 
time before he wou'd liſten to the Motion, but finding him 
reſoly'd in good earneſt, to keep a true Correſpondence with 
dhe Fathers of the 2 and the Chriſtians, fent two or 
three, bat on theſe Conditions following: Firſt; That all the 
Churches and Houſes belonging to Don Auſtin, ſhou'd imme- 
diately be reſtor'd.. Secondly, That it ſhou'd be lawful for 


them to I 


repair ſuch as were ruin'd, and build new ones as 
they ſaw convenient. Thirdly, That all their Houſes and Churches 
ſhou'd be exempt from all. Taxes and Seſſes, and Laſtly, That 
neither he nor his Officers: ſhou'd diſturb, or moleſt the Chri- 
W fans, in what concern'd the Service of God, and the Exer- 

ciſe of their Religion. Aimandono agreed to all theſe Conditi- 
ons, and what's moſt, of all, obſerw d them punctualſy to the 
Letter; which ought to make us admire: the Power. of the Om- 
npotent Hand, Who turns the Hearts of Men as he pleaſes; 
vhng, his Enemies themſelyes to bring about his- Deſigns. 
One of theſe appear d in the Year 16527 ravagiag the Vine- The cini. 
yard of our Lord, like a wild: Boar, that Thirſts after nothing fin fer. 
bat Blood His Name was C ne, a ſworn Enemy to Dont 4d 
Auſtin, and immediate Succeſſor to him in his Ximpdont- of F- Pingo. 
go, where there were upwards of a hundred thouſand Chriſtians. 
He began like a Fox, and ended like a Lyon. For upon his 
firſt Acceſſion to the Throne, he carryd the Faireſt in the 0 
World with all the Chriſtian Captains, that ſery'd formerly 
under Don Auſtin, but within leſs than the Compaſs of that 
Year, he pull'd of the Mask, and declar'd his Averſion to Re- 
ligion, as became the Head of the Foquexie; Sect, who are the 
wicked'ſt ſort ot Bonzes in all Jh. 

To pervert. the Gentry of his Court (by a. Dia bolical kind ot 
Invention) he order'd all to ſign a Paper, wherein was written 
by Way of Title on the Front of the Piece: Here follows the 
Names of ſuch as have abjur d, and renouncd for ever, the Chriſti- 
n Religion. This on pain of Forfeiture of Eſtates. So ſoon 
as this Order was publiſp d, the Chriſtiaas with a general Voice 
proteſted they wou d rather die, than ſet, their Hands to it, 
which put the King into ſuch à Paſſion; that he threaten'd 
to ſtarve them all to Death. 5 2 
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The andels Sbont the” Gourt, mere with. a falſe” Pity) any 
Compaſſon advisd them By afl Means to ſign their” Names 
and beliere at the ſame Time as they pleasd in their Hearts 
ſome its true, but very few yielded to the Motion, others re. 
quit'd a farther Time ro think of it; but the Generality de- 
clay publickly, they Would rather die than” tenounge their 
Faith; * diſpos'd themſelves to ſuffer Martyrdom: Cantzugeding 
to be as good as his Word, ſet out a ſecond Edict, by which 
he declard all ſuch as had refus'd to ſign their Names, "ya 
facto, were depriv'd of all Offices, Employs, Penſſons, and R.. 
venues whatevrer. That done he ſent them Orders to quit t: 
their Houſes, forbidding all his Subjects to give or "fell: then t. 
Proviſions, or even to harbqur them under their Not. tl 
The Chriſtian” Cavaliers upon this Proclamation, wertt'joy: 


fully out of their Habitations (Servants only excepted) whom ud t» 
diſmiſs'd for Fear they ſhould make any Defence, in caſe ti o 
King had a Mind to put them to Death! The Fathers of I E 
Society inform'd of their miſerable Condition, diſgulsd them pe 
ſelves, Tome like Labourers, others like ' Tradeſmen; and th in 
purely to comfort the Aﬀigted, to animate: the 'Timorou :- 
to raiſe ſuch. as had fallen, and exhort the reſt to Conſtane vi 
and Perſeverance. The Perſecution continu'd fix Months, ti c 
Canxugedono (who' was oblig'd to go to Court) fearing to dil flev 
pleaſe the Emperour; if he put them to Death, thought at 
better to let all ſuch as had refus'd to ſign their Names to oth 
depart | the Kingdom, which they readily embracd. In th par 
Manner theſe glorious Confeſſors, retir'd Part to Omura, Pu 5 
to Arima, and Part to Nangaſaqui, where they were moſt ch van 
ritably entertain d by the Biſhop and the Fathers of the S way 
ety, and this Charity wrought ſo extremely upon the pro! 
Apoſtates (who ſign'd'the Formula) that they not only confeſ i part 
their Faults, but left their Country alſo, and took the Way cut 
of Nangaſaqui, where they were reconcil'd to the Church. tain: 
So ſoon as Canzugedono was arriv'd at Court, he went opal was 
Mouth with his Complaints to Dayfuſama, againſt the Chi p1e,; 
ſtians and the Fathers; charging them with manifeſt Violation fee 
of the late Tayco/am#'s Laws, and eſpecially of that, which forbiaſ jn 
_ any Nobleman to turn Chriſtian. - This notwithſtanding (pre 
added) theſe European Religious baptize daily vaſt Number, 
of your Subjects in all the Kingdoms of Japan and particulariY:ncie 
at Meaco, where one of the late Nobunang as Relations, togeſcerer 
ther with ſeveral other Perſons of Quality, have lately ell: he 
brac'd that Faith. Dayſuſama who for Reaſons of State, halo. ,.. 
. rl - 
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A en, Re ha 5 1 5 en him, thar 
WSG Wo „ eiten, 72 e durſt 
tolerate in Wehen Enemies pf the That 


at dee tr fedltidus Fork of People, and 
thoſe tha . FF no Briends tolthe GSwergnene Tho” 
this Reprode? ketten; -cimdond'to' the. Heart, ſtin he hd both 
the Cunni 1 bo Nez comma s Pals; replying very 
calmly again; t imdeeck Me Rhe gr how! Thinks ſtood be- 
wwirt him anck his Sübfects, bur 28 fbr che Cbelſtikis under is 
own Juriſdiction, Je, foun 1 th m to be Men of Integrity and 
Honour, and the def wWiſe and -Aiſcteet' Sort of 
Perſons, that did 854 8 to e For the reſt (he added 


in a princely en of 'Air) e Shots þ :t0--be'i account ables 

am Man 7 dead, M Temper rot yecei u A. 
KEN , T cher 1 on in the Hue erious Tone, Jun 
cundond Was Hot” Able o Bend and laying Hand tô his Sword, 


flew upon him fm a mighty Fury,” aud Cunzugedone's being drawn 
at the ſame 3 they had certainly murder'd 3 An- 
other, if a Gentleman of the Court had . er and 
parted them. 1 11143 OJ A ni sWẽÜ] Ʒ 347 Jani 2 
Some few Days aftetz Ged revengid the Qubtrel-of tis Ser 
vants, by humbling this baughty Prince, For in a Troop of high- 
way Men being feiz d at Fix," upwards' of thirty of them, 
prov'd Subjects of Cantupedone: The Government condemn? 
Part of them to die, t reſt £6 have their Hands 'and Feet 
cut off, and 'Canzmgedond to 9 a 1 Fins for enter 
taining ſuch Petſ6in in his Stu great Providence there 
W was Fe one Chriſtian in al the der, which infinitely 
hei pieas'd Jecundono, becauſe! it gude kim the Opportunity of a 
WT cet Revenge upon bis Adverſary. 
| In the Year | 1602 Dayfuſama being is Nasse to receive the Dayfuſa- 
8 WPreſents and Homage of the *Nobles, he took” upon him the ma rates 


ancient Title, preſented bim by the Dayis, in great Pomp and 
Ceremony, according to the ion of che Country. 80 ſdon ——— 
MBs he was inveſted with this new Dignity, he went ſtreight to perſecuti- 
N * Oraca to wait on the young Prince; whom he kept cloſe a_ on. 
P 


Name of Cuboſama, or General of the Horſe, an eſteem'd and the _ | 
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fin'd to the Palace, where... he was fſery'd . with, all the State 
and Attendance imagi He was now in the twelfth Year 


of his Reign, and the tt of his Marria 
Grand Chi d, which + fi ſolemniz d the 150 e lo 12 
with publick Rejoyci ags and Feaſtings. 

 . Cuboſama to give the World a Tefimony of his ſincere Re 


upright hey, and withall his 6 bor the y 
Prince s Safe ar gd the two Gore he Town c whe 
waited about h his. Per fon) to 1572 e that he was not 


poyſon'd, and for the ſame the Apothecaries of Ozaca 

were all ſworn to keep no ne in their Shops. One of the 

Idolaters, who was preſent when theſe Orders were given out, 

took Occaſion to tell the Regent, that there were ſeveral Chri- 

ſtians in Town; that would not ſwear by the Cams and Fotoques. 

. 75 (reply'd Denn) ſee * none about the Prince turn 
1 14S. | 

The two Covernencs, who bad a mortal Eumity to our Re- 
ligion, betwixt the Hopes of een, 2 Sum of ey from 
the Chriſtians, and the Deſire of extirpating it out of the 
Country, made a publick/Proclamation ; pans. 5 the future none 
ſhould- turn Chriſtian, on Pain of having their, Eſtates; confif- 

ted. This Proclamation caus'd a general tuchance4 n Or, 
The Relations and Deen uot; the poor relsd them 
earneſtly to retrat their 4 7 — for Fear of falling under 
the Penalty of the Law, the Heat hens (that let th out 
their Houſes) ſent them warning to depart in ſuch à Time, 
for — their ene ſhould. be conkſcated. by their della 
in them. 

But this Storm for blew over, for it was very. well known 
that the Cubs by the late Orders, comprehended none but ſach 
as waited about the Prince's Na whom he would have to 
qualify themſelves by taking the Qaths.. \Moreover. being que- 

ion'd whether he TD the- 7 of his own Caurtiets ? He 
— * it was unneceſſary. What quite diſpers'd this dazk 
Cloud, was the noble Ratertainment, that the Cubo made for 
Father Moregio, Superior of Aeaco in the Place of Father Or- 
gantin. For going according, to Cuſtom, to complement him at 
the Beginning: of the new Year, he receiy'd him in Preſence of the 
Nobles, and one of the two Governours, with particular Marks 
cf Honour and Eſttem.. The Ggvernour, ſeeing the Cube make 
ſo much of the Father, and that nothing was a be order'd 
againſt the Chriſtians, was. forc'd to call in his late Order, an 
. CI giving any farther Trouble. 
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ppen'd another New Tres. 
; . to — i ire. Bo b. 804 e Us de yd ith bier 

J Fears and Troubles, p mM. the Pleaſu Es 6 

N and makes us have to him. There ＋ r at t ng aqui, 


a Portugueſe Ship richly laden. The Japeniem ( who. bought al 
the Cargo) made heavy Complaints, at, Court, th Mb: they were 
cheated and impas upon, the Goods bei being: Nothin g the ſame 
25 was condition d for in the Agreement; his Nas age enough 
neither, they rail'd alſo at the Peg neſe, the Fathers and the 
Chriſtians of the Town themſelves, as if they ſtood Reſpoafible 
for the Private Intrigues, and Cheats ef the 
The Affair was the more nice, begauſe the» Cle himſelf was 
intereſs d in it, and ſeeing the ; Chriſtians of Marg aſadui were 
tax d as Men of no Credit or Faith, there was ound . enough 
to believe, it might draw ill Cogſequences after it. Ian this 
mean while Father Fohn Rodriguez. arrives at Or, accompany'd 
by one Anthony yr one of the Principle Citizens of 
e Man of great Senſe, and Zealous Defender of the 
holy Faith 1 They came: hither in the Name of the Portugueſe, 
that put laſt in at Japan, to wait on the Cube, and make him 
their Preſegts, but hearing in {Town what was laid to their 
Charge, they took care to Arm themſelves againſt the Time. 
The Cubo receiv d them very graciouſly,. and ſpoke fora long 
7 5 e ID the * but not a Word all this While, 
Lens, de d at Nang als aqui. That done, he gave him 
1 ene to ſee bim again, before he return d to 
e en d to be then in the Hall amongſt the Nobles, 
a vaſt ea of Baxzes of all ſorts, that came according to 
Cuſtom, to make their Offerings to the Cube. So ſoon as 
Father Roariguez was enter d into the Hall, the Guards led 
him immediatly to the preſence Room, thruſting the #onzec 
that preſs d after him to a. Side, which made them all ready to 
burſt with Anger. . Paſlage was 2 all over the 


Town, which Chriſtians in little 3 and 
1 the the Heathen hens to * very ek 7 
la mean while the Cu 0, Who was infinitely prudent 


Diſcreet, took Care to inform himſelf of the late Buſineſs 
Nangaſaqui, and of the Complaints againſt the Fathers, and 
finding them injur d, took Occaſion. to 5 — the Father a more 
— ordinary Honour and Reſpect, at his Audience of Leave. 
For whereas all the other Nobles ſtood in his Preſence, he 
nowd have the Father d by Seat, and fit down by * 


ers reren 
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e Publſckliy that de une e i tt Julxjce to lis Veftoe, 
E lim to be a J Malie Man.” As for 
rde wert mortal Eder W Chriſtians, and Author 
5 this Calumny J he Chaſtis'd Kim according to his Deſerts, 
taking from him the Government of Nangaſaqui, which was the 
belF in pan, and whats 45 worſt of all, put Marayand ( that 
actom Pini the” Father ) in his Place, a 18 5 ing, Four other 
Zeabous Chriſtians of the fame: Town, to ants to him 
in the” Adminiſtration of bis Charg & cia b irt 1513 
As ſuddain Changes leave deeper Impreſſions in the Mind, 
and thoſe Bleſſings are dearer, the nearer they border 
contrary Evils,' ſo the joy of the Faithful, to "ſee a Ch 
Goverhdur ſabſituted in the Place of a profeſs'd obeys WA 
mach "more" Senfible; ' as a Thing in ths World the leaſt 
expected. They render'd immortal Thanks to God for the 
Favour; without inſulting over the Unfortunate Taragaba. On 


the Contrary, the Fathers went frequently to vifit him in his a 


Diſgrace, and did bim withalf ſo fiany good Offices, that he 

cou d not hold, from admitting and cbmmending their Charity, 

which be had 10 Wickedly aſpers'd. So true is it, that tlie beſt 

hy: to revenge ones felf of an Enemy, "i to do Good' fot 
* ue 1 


The State, In the beginning of the Vaſe 46037 they ceckoi'd in Gaya, 
of the o a hundred and twenty nine Religious of the Society, three and 


ciety in the 
Tear 


1603. 


fifty of theſe Prieſts. They divided them ints two Colleges, 


two Houſes, and nineteen Reſidences, all employing themſelves 


in the Salvation of Souls, with as near an Obſervatice of the 
Cuſtoms, and Practiſes of the Country,; as was' poſſible What 
little Stock they had; was ſpent partly in the Help and . of 
the Poor, and rtly in the Maintenance of ſuchi Gentry, and 
Noblemen, as. had rfeited their Eſtates for the Profeſhon''s? 
the Faith. | ty 204 Ytg MITT mu 
It was always a gte Combort to. indi: a <1 aſſiſt of 
ia; ent and diſtreſsd People; tho” at the ſamè time, they 
beetle enough themſelves, having only one Ship, that usd Every 
Year to bring them Alms from Port gal, to rel nth Families 
with, and carty on their * and that's Np 3 
*wou'd' have it) taken fem them t Hs 
Privateers, in the Maniter* fölldwing 4 Alſt. * 7 — 
laden Partly with rich!Werthahdife be Tf apa (and'Partly' with 
the charitable Alms of the European Princes, Hr: — — bn 
the Fathers of the Society in the me Country * 
NMeace ( a Port in China) Ane Mem: iv ci! möſt 


Err, * 
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to refreſh themſelves, leaving; the Ship in a Manner diſarm'd, 
land Privateers having Intelligence of it, came down upon them 
on a ſuddain, took the Ship, and carry'd it away in their yery 
Sight, ro the great Trouble of all good People, who much pit- 
tyd the poor Merchants, atk the Japon au Church above all, 
which ſubſiſted altogether; by theſe annual Subſidies. This Loss 
alſo was follow'd immediatly with another on the Neck on't; 
for a ſecond Ship bound from China to Malaca wirh a vaſt rich 
Cargo, fell , unfortunatly in with the ſame Hollanders, and was 
taken in the Straits of Singuapura, They reckon'd the. Loſs 
of both theſe Ships togethen, to a Million in Gold. 
So ſoon as the News arriv'd at Japan, the Fathers who had 
no Funds in the Country, and the Poor, moſt of them at; leaſt 
lying on their Hands, were oblig'd to retrench their own ſmall 
Allowances, and patch up their old tatter'd Garments to defend 
them againſt the Colds, which are extreme ſharp. in thoſe Parts. 
Every one:with Joy emhrac d this Occaſion of exerciſing Pover - 
ty, in the iconfidence of divine Providence, for whoſe ſake they 
had left All, !and:iexposd themſelves t fo many Dangers. 
Their whole Trouble was, a - Neceflity of breaking up, the 
Seminaries, and diſmiſſing the Catechiſts and Scholars, 
for want of -wherewithal - to maintain them. The moſt 
conſiderable of theſt, was Arima, here they train'd up ſuch, 
as were 'deſignd for Companious in the Work and Og 42 
of the Goſpel. Things were now gone that Length, that they 
were upon the Point of diſperſing, if the King of Arima, had 
not interpos'd; offerin bim elf to ſupport the Family out of 
his o,]n Revenue. However he order d them to ſend home 
ſuch as were leſs proper for the Miſſion, for betwixt the Charge 
of the late War in) Cure, and the Ex pences in repairing their 
Fortreſſes, both he and the King ef Ona were, ſo run out of 
Bank, that they were not able to do more. 
When things were brought tos the Puſh, and the; Fathers 
under the — Neceſſity of parting, with theſe. Vonthęf whom | 
they had Educated: witk ſo: much. Pains and Bxpenge), it was 
nothing but dawn right Mourning ; The. Fathers wept ue 

Jere⸗ 


Children lay howling ando crying at their Feet, offeringeto 

the! Whole Vear, to liye on Herbs and Roots, to; turn, ger: 

| vants, andi do the meaneſt Offices of the Houſe 3 anything in- 

f fine rather than leave, the College; but Father /; alignan; han 
at  ving wrote-from-Chinaz'to:diimifs..one Part of, the Seminariſts, 

der chey were ford to ſuhmit. Mereoxer it grien'd hen an F 
wlll nl RY cart, 
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Heart, that they cou'd not relieve:theſe noble Conſeſſori, who 

Were Biniſh'd" for their Religion to Nangeſaqa,. where, t 
— no other Sabſiſtance bur er rs acres. 


Ts. . 
edono having oblig'd. all his Subjects (as was Gd) t to 
2 2 Sign » enunciation of their Faith, ſome feu Noblemen ( be- 
blemen lioving it lawful in Conſcience, provided they conticu'd Chri- 
marty”'d. ſtians in their Hearts) thought better to conform. But Cut. 
cuge done finding at his Return from Court, that theſe Gentle- 
men inſtead of 80. Boing to to the Pagods as was expected, frequented 
the! — of the Chriſtians, commanded one of the Go- 
— a be call'd Cancuzainon, to ſummon all thoſe that end 
he Declaration laſt Year, to appear before a Bone whom he wou'd 
apps point, and force them to ſer the Foquexus on their Heads; as 
diſtinRive Sign, that they believ'd' all contain'd in that Booked 
Death for any Man refus'd it. 
'Several Cavaliers were either fo wicked, or ry fond, as to 
believe this lawful too, fo without more ado ſet the Book 
on their Heads. Others again animated by the Fathers L- 
ters, choſe rather to die, than to be guilty of ſo deſpicable 
an e 'Amonpſt theſe Latter were the three Maques, ot 
Gifugues, all Officers in the Confraternity of M _ 
Gentlemen hearing of the s Orders, met wi 
other Chriſtians in the Houſe of the — Joachim 3 
ſtrated the Faith afterwards by his 2 — Martyrdom) to 
* the Forty Hours Prayer, and diſpoſe themſdlves: for 
Amongſt the reſt, there were two of 'a more diſtinggi iſh'd 
| Ib 7 95 and Merit, Don Minami Goroſaimon, and Don Simon, 
The Governour being particularly intimate with Simon, try d 
all Lays imaginable to work him inte à Compliance with the 
Ptince's Orders. He propos d three Ways for bringing himſelf 
off. To let ſome others ſet the Book on his Head; or t 
permit the Bonze to wait on him at his own, or the Gover- 
nours Houſe, and perform the Ceremony in private; or laſtly 
to go himſelf to the Bonze, and make him — Preſent, (as 
is cuſtormdry in Japan) without mentioning Religion at all. 
Some Chriſtians approy'd well enough of this Latter, and 
believ'd it — e in Conſcience: But Don John, and Don 
Simon remain'd conſtant in their Reſolutions, declaring all Sub- 
miſſion in this Caſe to Canzagedono, poſitively criminal and un- 
layful, as intending to eſtabliſh the Bonzes Sect, on the Ruin 
of Chriſtian Ne! ' Caneuzaimon! ſceing he cou'd make no 
Impreſſion 


rr rng 
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Impreſſion upon wo. give his Mar. 
„. paths, 


fer if ever you betray 
Being n 


one of Caruzaimen 
W came to know of him, whether the R 
ſet the Book on his Head ? I cet che Reply'd) thay! took me 
force to the Bonze, but I neither hamm d him, nor the Foquexus. 4 
um « Chriſtian, and reſoly'd to die of that Perſwaſion, pray telt | | 
WT your Mafter, as. much. The Gentleman did as he was order'd, | 
and wrote immediatly to Crux amen, to giuve hin an Account 
of what had paſsd, but Don Jes fearing he mould mince” the 
Matter, cad for Pen and Ink and wrote himſeif, proteſting 
nothing ſhou'd ever make him alter his Reſolutions, or change 
his Faith. He ſent the ſame Account, to the Fathers of the 
Society, at Nang aſaqui. OWE... uli en 8. 11970 e: 221 : 
Cacuzaimon being acquainted; with their . Reſolutions, went 
ſtreight: to the Palace and made Report uf it to the Ring. 
The King in a mighty Paſſion, order d bim to convey them 
both to Cumamote, and there to take off their Heads, and wich- 
all to ſeize on all their Relations, and cruciſie them. The Go- 
rernour zealous ſtill to ſave his old Acqnaintance Don Sen, 
or at leaſt to prolong his Life, replyd again: Sir, it mil be nb 
bard Matter fo ſeixe on John, bur Simon wort ſo rafily Srrrender 
bimſelf. He fell his Liſe dear enough, and by that Meant you muſt 
expect to looſe a great many brave Men. Mou d it not be better think 
you, to ſurpriſe him, and dijpatch bim 


e. 
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private at Jateuxira? The 


Governour knew very well that Sen had no ſuch intentions, | 
but he-us'd this Stratagem, to ſpare him the Ignominy of being 
led Priſoner to Cumamote with John. So ſoon as the Latter was 
arrtv'd there, the- Governour told him that the King was much 
Uſpleas'd for his Obſtinacy. Ton know Sir, (he added) that 7 © 
have au Eſteem both for your ſelf, and Family. Think, I beſeech 
| : | you 
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you, on the Miifortune that. attends you a and owe; i ine fie 
Mort iſication, of | 8 of the King's Diſpleaſure. N Ile 

laſt time I ſhall =o to you on this Matter, fo pures e C 002 j ate 

ye) à favourable" Anſwer, and dont force ie tu tent 9 ad a 

j mo Rubel to NN Es 70 3 Tag N — = 319 

Sir, (reply d- Don John) was | or FOreune' at St ale 
it 2 5 Treas Matter; I wo Wa e theni bath to. par Me 
jeſty r Service, but as it 45 the Sulvation: of -my. Soil: abat hin if: 
pute, aud my Religion" that you wou'd have" me-renvince; I nmſb dea i 
plainly» with: you Sir, its mare thaw T car av." In dg mot a chf⁰ i 
Deaths, that ſhall «force mi to betray» my Conſcience. / Here's: \my 
Head FI be as good "as my Word, and die Criſtia. 

This Anſwer did not at all reliſh with Cacusaiman, however 
he invited him to Dinner, in the Confidence that he would 

ain upon him in Time of Table, but finding him ſteady in 
bis Reſolutions,” ſa:ſoan; as the:Cloath was drawn, he di ſcoverd Ml 
the Truth of the whole Buſineſs. Sir (ſaid heq I hẽe nit p 
told yen bis Majeſty's "laſt Reſolve, but take it from +41 Friend, i 
yon 1 perſiſt in the ſame Mind, bot h you aud your whole Fumih . 
miſe: die. The. Cavalier without the leaſt. Conceru, told”. him i 
it was the Thing in the World he moſt deſir' dz and as far 
his Wife and Children, he was ſo well acquainted with ther 
Courage, that he knew nothing could oblige them more. 

The King hearing he was conſtant in his Purpoſes, comman« 
fed them to put him to Death. They conducted him into 
great Hall, ordering to leave his Sword at the Door, which 
ne did without the leaſt Uiſpute. Walking on ſome few Pace 
he met three Soldiers, who were ſet there (as he ſuſpected 

: to take away his Life; preſently after, out comes two mort 
from behind the Tapeſtry, with their Swords drawn, crying far 
Toi, Toi, which ſignifies the King's Pleaſure. Don John ſeeing Sin 
them make up towards him, fell on his Knees, ſtretch'd out of 
his Neck, and calling upon Jeſus and Mary, receiv'd four Blows, 
before they took off his Head. He died in the :Year'1603;,at Do 
the Age of five and thirty Years. Two of his Pages carried did 
off the Body to be interr'd, which afterwards was transferr'd to 7% 
the Jeſuits Church at Arima. We ſhall preſently ſee how i they fror 
dealt with the reſt of his Family. . -» ; 4051711041 So + 

The Mar- The Death of Don John was follow'd immediately with None 

tyrdom of that of the valiant Captain Don Gifioie Simon, Cacuxaimon be- him 

Don Si. fore he went for Fateuxiro to inform the King, *eſolv'd to try his N 

mon. laſt Efforts, and ſee if it was poſſible to work him into a bet- Near 

ter Humour; for (as was ſaid above) he lov'd him * all 
7 | Things 
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Things in the World. He went then to viſit him at- his Houſe, 
and found him in cloſe Diſcourſe with his Mother upon Don 
John's Death. He was hardly in the Room, but he fell a weep- 
ing, and was not able to ſpeak. Don Simon alſo tender'd at 
the Sight of his Friend, was not able to contain himſelf: In 
this uke eee for ſome Time, and neither of them 
able to ſpeak for N 
ſome ſtrugling” with © himſelf, tcok the Word, and turning to- 
wards his Mother ſaid, Madam Pm going to Court to atque 
his Majeſty with the Proceedings, as in Duty I am oblig d. Sinte 
your Son 15 not to be advi bd by the beſt 57 Friends, you who war 
always lookd upon as 4 prudent- and diſcreet ay his Mother 
too, command im 1 be eech ou, to have ſome a ference at leaſt to 
his Majeſtyn Command. Tou know" what-: depends on it: His Lift, 
Madam, and q own, and the whole Family's is at Stale. "Preſerve 
the Life you gave him, preſerve your" 2 his Lady and Chil= 
dren ;, dont force me to imbrew my Hands in the Blood of him, whom 
I love more than my ſe lf | 

Don Simon's. Mother was touch'd with the Diſcourſe, but at 
the ſame Time ſuppreſſing theſe natural Sentiments, ſhe reply'd/ 
again with a great deal of Prudence. Sir, was it temporal Ad- 
vantage in the Caſe, me could .not do better than follow your Ad. 
vice, hut at it i wiming or loſing eternal Happineſs that 
pute, it would be Madneſs to prefer a temporal and momentary Life 
here, before an eternal Bliſs' in Heaven. I envy my Son's Happineſs, 
and ſhall eſteem my. ſelf the. moſt fortunate of Fs if it prove 
my Lot to bear him Company; Cacus aimon not dreaming ot fuch 
an Anſwer, fell into ſo ragious a Paſſion againſt this Lady, 
that he could not even keep within Bounds, - uttering a thou- 
ſand ſharp reflecting Things againſt her. Then turning to Don 
Simon, told him he was going to Court to inform his Majeſty 
of what had paſs'd. SHITE 0007; 314 in, 

The King (as was ſaid) condemn'd him to be beheaded with 
Don John, but the Governour ſo order'd the Matter, that he 


to John was put to Death, Cacuzaimon went late that Evening 
they from Cumamore, and arriv'd towards Midnight at. Fateuxiro. 
Jo ſoon as he came to his Lodgings, he ſent poſt haſt for 
with None Joxivaua, a Perſon of Quality of that Town, and gave 
n be · him theſe Inſtructions. You muſt bn 
his Ning bath condemn u Dan Simon to loſe his Head. Ton are both his 
ger Kinſman and Friend, * you ſhall go and behead him at 


hy 


Sobs and Sighs. At laſt Cacuzaimon, 'after 


in Diſ-— 


did not ſuffer in that publick Place. The ſame Day that Don 


ow Sir (ſaith he) That the 
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; bis. own Lodgings. Carry him this Letter, and uſe him well, but 
be ſure you don't fail to execute his Majeſty's Orders, | | 
- Gifivie upon theſe Order went ftreight, to Don Simon's Lod- 
gings, but finding the Doors ſhut (for it was late) he was 
It rod to knock a long Time before they let him in. Me found 
W , him at his Prayers. After the uſual Salutation, he declard 
| he was ſorry-with all his Heart for being employ' d in ſo un- 
acceptable a Commiſſion, and ſo gave him the Goyernonr's 'Letter 
to read · Don Simon not at all ſurprizd with. the Contents, 
turn'd towards him with a gay and pleaſant Countenance, ſaying, 
Sir, I'm infinitely oblig d to you for this Good News, pray ſpure me 
one Moment, to pre my ſelf for Death. Giſioie yielding to his 
Motion, he withdrew into another. Room, and proſtrated be- 
fore a Picture of our Saviour Crown'd with Thorns. That 
done, he roſe up and went into the next Chamber, Where 
his Mother and Wife lay, to impart unto them the happy 


Theſe Ladies being arm'd before-hand' againſt all ſuch Acci: 
dents, were not in the leaſt ſurpris d, but roſe immediately, 
and order'd the Servants to warm forme Wäter for Don &. 
mom to Waſh. (A Ceremony us d by the Japonians before they 
go to any Feaſt.) In that mean while, Don Simon knowing ve⸗ 
ry well that his Eſtate wou'd be all confiſcated (for Fear his 
Servants ſhou'd be tax'd for concealing any Goods in the 
Hauſe) drew up an Inventory of all his Moveables, and fix'd 
a Copy of them at every Chamber Door. That done, he 
waſh'd himſelf, and being clad in his beſt Array, as if he had 
been going to ſome Banquet, he took leave of his Mother, 
his Wife, and the reſt of the Family, diſtributing conſiderable 
Preſents amongſt his Servants, and a deal of wholeſome and 
41 good Advice. | | | & 03 S102”; 1 (10 101 Yd 
"i At this laſt Adieu, his Mother, Lady, and Servants," not 3 

5 ble to hold any longer, fell a Weeping and Crying to that 
Degree, that it juſt pierc'd his Heart. What (ſaid he) 5s th 
to ſhare with me in my Happineſs * Do you envy me the - Cromn of 
Martyrdom ? Where's your Faith? Where's your Virtue? and that 
Chriſtian Fortitude which. hitherto bath always appear d in Cun- 
dutt ? Theſe Words brought them a little to themſelves; and 
his Lady in particular. This beautiful and great Soul fell pre- 
= fently on her Knees, praying him to cut off her Hair, For Fear 
#| (ſhe added) that if I chance to ſurvive you, the World may think 
1:10 I bave a Mind to Marry again. Don Simon to excuſe himſell, 
Ul told her it made no matter, for after his Death ſhe was * 
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to take Her Choice. O my Lord, (reply'd Agnes) I Vow in the 
Preſence of God, Pll never have any ' Spouſe but yon, and till you | | 

ant me this Petition, I won't ftir off the Spot. Don Simon's Mo- 
ther, who may truly vye with the '7 elicita's and Symphors's 
themſclves, ſeeing her Daughter-in-Law bent upon it, pray'd 
her Son to hear her Petition, ſo in Obedience to his Mother's | 
Commands, he yielded to:the Requeſt, and cut off her Hair with | 
his ioveniHlabde: D577 oft bs fin inodbong mew ens Snail? 
After that, he deſir'd -Gifioje to call' in the three | Gifiaques; 
Joac him, Jom, and Michael, that he might have the Comfort 
of ſeeing them before he dy'd.' So ſoon as they came into the 
Room, he call'd to them with a pleaſant and ſmiling Countenauce; 
Brethren, am not J a happy Man to die a Martyr of Jeſus Chriſt s 
What have I done to Merit this Happineſs ? Or what can I do, to be 
grate ful for ſo ſmgutar. 4 Favour Tou are happy indeed (reply'd 
Joachim) pray for in, m beſeech you when you came to Heaven, that 
we may partake with you” in your Glory. Moſt 2 (continued 
Simon) and more than propable, it will not be long, before youll fal- 
low: Dt tion ? | 5 u 412: 
Having foretold them, what ſoon after came to paſs, they 
all fell down on their Knees, viz. The Mother, the Wife, and 
the three Gifiraques; Simon reciting aloud, the Conſiteor, and three 
Pater and „This done, he entertain'd himſelf à While 
interiourly with God, then making a Sign to light the Candles, 
and bring in the Picture of our Saviour above mention'd, he 
took bis Mother and his Wife on either Hand, ſaying: Ladies 
Farewel ; I forall fee" you' no" more in this Liſe; but thro" t 
of God, ms ſhall ſuldainly meet again in Heaven. I go beftre te 
lead you the Way, and it ſhall be my Buſmeſs, to pray Almighty 
Cod, that hell Leden bis Kingdom, and make you Partakers with 
me in my Happineſi. He repeated over and over again, that 
they wou'd ſuddainly follow him, even before he knew they?! 
RT EN : > : IE 1 5 1 1 L 
eſe generous Ladies, by eſpecial Grace of Heaven, in- 
ſtead of — themſelves to diſpair, replyd with an un- 
daunted Courage, That nothing but theſe Hopes cou'd eaſe their 
preſent Sorrow, praying he wou d intercede with Almighty God, 
that they might tread in his Footſteps, and die for the ſame 
Cauſe. After embracing one another, which put all into Tears, 
Don Simon 'wallk'd down with them into the Hall, where he 
was to ſuffer. Michael went firſt carrying a CWeiß in his | 
Hand, and Joachim and Jom on either Side of him with lighted — 
Torches. Next after theſe follow'd Don Simen, with his of 
| Q 2 Mother 
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Mother and. Lady on either Hand, then Gifoze, and laſt of all, 
the poor diſconfolate Servants of the Family. Y%0 wal 

So ſoon as they came into the Hall, the Martyr fell proſtrate 
on his Knees, before the Picture of our Saviour, for whoſe 


ſake he was going to lay down his Life. Michael that carryd 


the Crucifix ſtood right overagainſt him with his two Brothers 
on either Hand, his Mother and Lady to one ſide, at ſome 
Diſtance one from another. Juſt as they had made the Sign 
of the Croſs, and recited the Conſiteor, and three Pater and 
. Ave's, in comes one Figida Joroſuqui to take Leave of Don 
Simon, but ſeeing them in this tragical Poſture, was fo Struck, 
that he had not Power to Speak. Don Simon perceiving it, 
faid he was glad with all his Heart, he came to bear witneſs, 
that he died for the Faith which he had renounc'd. Then 


taking off his Reliquary, and other hallowed Grains, (which 
he uſed to wear about him) he divided them betwixt his 
Mother and Lady. Figida by this Time recovering himſelf, 


and touch'd to the Heart at the Death of this renown'd Captain, 


fell a commending his Conſtancy, and lamenting his own 


Misfortune. Dont weep for me ( ſaid Simon) for this: it the 


happy ſt Moment of my whole Life. But lament your own Apdſtaſ 


that | bath render d you odjous to God, and made you. liable te Hell 


- Fire. Biida not able to bear with theſe Reproaches of his 
Friend, and his own Conſcience, and yet not daring to declare 
his Sentiments before the Officer of Juſtice, begg'd he wou'd: 
give him a hallowed Grain to keep him in Memory after his 
Death. With all my Heart ( reply'd Simon) but on this. Condition 

promiſe to renounce the Worſhip of Idols, and, reconcile 


that. you'll 
Your ſelf to the holy Church. Figida agreeing to the Condition, 
37707 * preſented him with a hallowed Grain, ſo went on with 
=> rl evo not a little pleasꝰd at this great Conqueſt before 
ego: 51 $10 | | Ehbut D uo®# 13 
The Martyr having now ſettl'd all his Concerns, took Leave 
of the Company, and recommending himſelf to God, began to 
fit himſelf for this Exit. That done, he made a low Reverence 
to our Saviour's Picture, bowing his Forehead to the very 
Ground: Then raifing himſelf, and ſaying, Jeſus Maria, he 
ſtretched out his Neck, and the Cavalier took off his Head 
at one Blow. The Head fell down at Don Joachims Feet, 
who prefently took it up, and with great Reſpeſt ſet it upon 
his own. At the fame Time the Hall eccho'd again with re- 
peated Crys and Lamentations of the Spectators, his Mother 
and Lady only excepted, who ſtood. all the while immoveable, 
and unconcern'd.. | The 
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when ſhe had 


Expreſſions: ' At laſt. my Deſires (are accompliſy/d. I have nam @ 
Spouſe, | 
— gn Heaven, 9 2 


5 praiſe and glorify his divine Llajeſty For 4 Etern 
Tubus died r Simon of Faximiro. His Martyrdom 
fell on the gth of Hecember 1603, being at the Age of, five- 
and thirty Vears. The Cavalier that beheaded him, took the 
Head and carry'd it to Cacusaiman, whip: choſe. rather to bbeak 
Win upon the: moſt ſacred Bonds: of Friendſhip, than; difpleaſare/ 

of his Prince, ſacrificing this Inaocent Victim to his Ambition. 
WW C:cuzaimen ſent the Head to C mote, Where it was expo d 
to open View, together with that of the lata Don J and 
over againſt them · the Sentence, and Cauſe af their Death. 
The three G:fiaques put the Body in a Coffin, which; was 
ransferr'd to Nangaſaqui, and there honourabiy plac'd iu the 
hurch of the Noviſhip of the Society of jeſus. + 
The Ladies retiring afterwards into their Chamber, Hgida . T. 
rent to make them a Viſit, and to his great Surpriſe, found dies, jane, 
hem all in Tears. What Ladies (ſaid he) ſo unroncern d at the lime Agnes, 
Execution, and nom to abandan your ſelves to Grisf ? They lameatech Magda- 
not his Death (they ſaid )but their own Misfortune, for Bear they e 4 
ſhould not be thought worthy of ſuffering Martyrdom) Bgilla 2% Death. 
arpris'd more than before, cou'd not but commend the Vir- 
ue of theſe great Souls, and by Way of Comfort told them, 
heir Deſires in all Probability, would ſuddainly be accompliſh; ; 
For Magdalen Widow to Don John (ſaid he) is already con! 
lemn'd, and you can't hope for better Uſage. This News“ 
ranſported them in a Manner out of themſelves. They fell 
mmediately on their Knees, to give Almighty God Thanks 
or ſo ſingular a Favour, and from that Time there never ap- 
jear'd the leaſt Concern in their Countenance. 
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118 "The. Hifloty of the Obutahoſ JAP AN. 
The three; Gifizquei: going up into the Chamber ta comfort 
them, 1 They told tbem the Reaſon, 
Aurably thanking them ſor their good. Offices to Don mon 
anch then added, We. hear from very 75 Hande, at they, intend 
fuudlainly to: put uc to Death, for the holy Faith. In- Caſe this ſhouli 
_ happeng\ pray fla, and aſſiſt al to our laſt Breath. So faonavthy 
Sun was ſet, thinking they were to die ext Day at fartheſt, 
they kneeb'd down to their Prayers, and began the-Litanies of 
| cr. before a Picture of the Blefled Virgin. They appeard 
ſo over- joy'd in their Looks, that the Hedthens, (Who kept 
Guard over Don Simons Body) were in Admiration at them 
But rg Av.) on 6 Happineſs was, that Carusai mom hal 
granted their Requeſt, promiſing to let them ſuffer in Compo 
ny of the Lady Magdalen, Widow to Don Jahn, that died ch 
Day before for the Fane. d oh; RAS nah al 


They :brought her towards Night, to theſe Ladies odgitps, | 


and with her a Child of betwixt ſever or eight Years of Ape, 
cand. wic, Son to Don John's eldeſt Brother, and 'adopted 
Chiid of! Don Job himſelf, in Default of Iſſue by his [own 
Wife. When theſe Ladies met together, after embracing ont 
another, and Tears on both Sides, they all joyn'd in''Prayer 
to gige Thanks to God, that he was pleas'd to receive: them 
in à Sacrifice td ls divine Majeſty . ' What neſs: (ſaid they) 
to die ile our Sauer. on 4 Croſs'? I our Simon (cryed 
Je arid Agnes rh menited u this Favour. And I (ſaid Mag 
dualen) am behalden to the Frayers of my gloriaus Spouſe Jahn. Then 
turning to little Li that was condemn'd to die ; with: 
Son (ſays She) we are going to Heaven te ſee your: Father, be ſue, 
wben they faſten you; to the Croſs, to cry, Jeſus Maria to v laf 
Breath. Dear Marler (reply'd the Child) . yaur: Orders ' ſhalt s 
.oleyd. Magdalen ſeeing the Reſolution of the Child, kiſsd him, 
and! wept 07 0” 2 130 3201 bro rl) Has 
The. Governour was forc'd; to expect till late at Night, be- 
fore he durſt lead them to Execution, for Fear of a To- 


mult. 80 ſoon then as all was quiet, he ſent Word to pre“ 


pare themſelves for a March, which they did by Abundance 
of pious and devout Prayers, clothing themſelves in their beſt 
Attire. Agnes as ſhe was goIng out of the Room, callFd to 
Joachim to take the Picture of our Saviour crown'd with Thorns, 
. _ was us d at Don Simon's Execution, and carry it before 
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They found at the Gate three Palaquire; ready to take them 
up, 3 had appointed. This was done in Re- 
ſpect to the Mother and Lady of the late Don Son. Little 
Lewis went into one ot them, with bis Mother, and tchethree 
Gifaquis waired on them, John on Afver, -Fonchirs dn Jau; and 
Michael on Magdalen. When they drei near to the Place of 
Execution, Agnes called out to John; My Saviour. Jeſus (aid 
ſhe) going to Calvary venry as he mat, wall'd en Fus, and miſe- 
+ able that I am?! mu be carried in k Litter!“ dhe preſsd ear- 
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the Governours Orders, the Guards would not eafely: yield io 


the Fer Homo, aud lighting the Torches, they profented them 


Almighty God for the Honour he did them, in mounting them 
upon that fame Altar, on which himſelf was ſacrific'd, for the 
Redemption of the World. b 52 2712 W 

The firſt they crucifi d was the virtuons Lady Fave, Mother 
to Don Simon, a Perſon of moſt heroical Reſolution and Con- 
ſtancy, as appears by her wy 7 to the Executioner, at her 
Death. When my Saviour (faid ſhe) mus cracifo on Calvary, they 
pierc d both bis Hands and Feet, which Chas d him to ſuffer extreme 
Pain. Nom its my earneſt De fire to imitate him as far as paſſbly F 
. Wherefore be ſure un do not ſpare me, but let me feel the Pu- 
nſhrent in irs full Extent, Jie mn Hands: and Legs as ſtreight as 
you can, but leave my Neck at Liberty, that I may go. on with niy - 
Prayers, and dittate my laſt Will to my Friands. 

Every Thing was done as ſhe:defir'd, The Lady then ſeeing 
her ſelf ſeated on the Chair of Truth, and inflam'd at the ame -- - 
Time with a divine Zeal, began a Piſcourſe to the People, who 
gather'd together in vaſt Crouds, to aàſſiſt at the Execution. 
Gentlemen and Ladies (ſaid ſhe) Conſidering. the Condition I am in, 
going to render an Account to. God of my Life and Actions, you 
may imagine I would not willingly die with a Lye in my Mouth, . 
Believe me then : Out of the Chriſtian Religion none can he ſawd, 
Wherefore let me beg of you to open your Eyes, and renounce the 
Worſhip: of falſe Gods, As for you my. Brethren, that have receiv'd_. 
boly Baptiſm, perſevere conſtantly in the Faith, and be not Afraid of 
1 for theres nothing ſo pleaſant as to die for him, that 

or 16. | | 
She 
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neftly to be ſet down, but Fohwoppbe'd it, ſaying, As it was A | 


t. | 2 le. n eien 307 W190 RARER 
: Being Come to the Place of Execution, where they erected Jane; Mz-- 
four Croſſes, Joachim took the Crucifix in his Hand, and Jobm ber to D 


to the Ladies, who immediately sell oft their: Knees, to thank“ Ten. 
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She word tilt have gone on with her Diſcourſe; but the 
Officer, feuring her Words might work upon the Audience 
took up kis Lance, ahd with af mighty Force ſtruck» at bet 
Sicle, but made neo Ichpreſſion The Saint cry'd out twice to- 
-gether, the Lance. is notſharp;othen calling upon FJeſus and A 
the Offiger redoubPd his Blow, and pierc'd her clear thro' the 
left Side and out at the right Shoulder; with that, ſheiyielde 
up her bleſſed Soul; in a Torrent of Blood. away (24 
1e Next after ber, follow'd the incomparable Lady Addgdaky 
ber 50 Widow to Don- Jom. The Officers binding her very 


ſtrei 1 | 
cruciffs, for Fear of miſſing their Blow, inſtead o Wm 
| thank'd them for putting her to more Torment. But this wy 
nothing to what ſhe endur'd from the Sight of little Levi, 
whom they were going to execute in her Sight. The Chu 
Iieeing them tie his Mother, went of his own accord to the 
Executioners, praying them to faſten him to his Croſs. h 

(faid they) ære not you afraid to die! No, (reply'd' the Chiu 

fear it not, II die with my Mother. Then the Executionen 


took and ty'd him to his Croſs, that ſtood right over-againk 
his Mother's, but drawing the Cords too: ſtreight, he gave 
Schreek, which':ſo:tendred the Preſident; that he commanded 
them to ſlacken the Ropes. The Innocent Creature being non 
rais'd aloft in the Air, fix d his Eyes on the Mother, and ſhe 
Her's on him. Son (ſaid ſhe): we are going to Haven, take Com 
ne, fay, Jeſus Maria. The Child pronounc'd them, and the 
Mother repeated, making together a moſt harmonious Confort 
that raviſh'd the Angels with joy, and drew Tears from al 
the Company, none except. 999 wn 
After they had hung in this Manner for ſome Time, one 
of the Executioners ſtruck at him, but the Lance flipping, a 
fide, he miſs'd his Blow. However if he ſpar'd the Child, it's 
certain he pierc'd the Mother to the Heart. Fearing then he 
might be daunted at - ſuch a Stroke, . ſhe calld to him: S 
Lewis take Courage, ſay Jeſus Maria, and Michael at the ſame 
Time, ſtepp'd up, and exhorted him to Perſevere conſtantly 
unte the End. | 1 
What's wonderful, the Child ſeem'd not in the leaſt diſmay d, 
and what's more, he neither gave a Schreek, ſhed a Tear, nor 
fhew'd ſo much as a Concern, but waited patiently till the 
Executioner redoubling his Blow, pierc'd him thro', and thro. 
In this Manner was facrific'd that little innocent Lamb, who 
died like our Lord, never complaining nor opening his Mouth, 
in his Mother's Preſence. 1 
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In that mean While, the poor afflicted Mother! Suffer d 
extremely, to ſee her Son ſo barbarouffy asd in her 
Sight. The Officer that was to e n brought the Lance 
recking hot with the Blood that innocent Victim, and 
after ſome little Pauſe, 57 75 thro? the right Pap, and at once 

took away her Speech and Life. 

opere was now only remaining the fair aug beautiful 


Croſs, and bleſſed God alqud for doin ng. her the Honour t9 let 
her die on the Wood of the Crofs, which himſelf had ſanctif'd 
by his precious Death. That done, the made # Sign to che Of- 
ficers to her, but not a Man durſt fo much as approach 


not fo much as any uſe of ' their Hands. She calꝰd to them 
again, and ſtill they ſtobd immoveable like Statues, and could 


Power 
the Threats ent 
Same Koliter 1 There preſent, betwirt the Hopes of à Reward, 


cord, and, without. the leaft Pity or 
cloſe, and in this Manner rais'd hes vp on, 


Air. 2 
der, ſo prudent and modeſt, faſten od a Ereh, and ready: te 


ful to her God, cou'd not hold from Tears. Some Jook'd upon 
her with an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion, and wept -moKbit- 


leg up at ſuch a Spectacle, which was ready 40 tear their 
Hearts to Pieces. In tlie mean while the fix d her Eyes“ on 
Heaven, and prày'd Rita Intermifſſ6n; in Ex pectation of the 
fatal Blow; but not one offer'd to do der this Pi in ſo much 


the WM ing quite unexperiencd they gave her Bl on 'Blow:;befbre 
ro, ſhe was quite dead. The Lady all the while fix d her Eyes up- 
on the Ecce homo, calling upon 9 fe. and Mary to her Laſt Breath. 


b. Their Hrn fell en the met Decimber, 16%. 


Seve- 


and E blind Zeal fo or t Feir Relipi ion, up 2 wg . 


Spectators Teeing a Perſon of her Riez, 995 Jalicels. and ten- 
ſulfer, far no other Crime, bot that of being true and faiths 


tenly, others again cover d their Faces, and were not üble to 


that the ſame Ferſons that boutd her were fored to take up 
the,Executioners, Laage, and do tlie Office: för them; Dur be 


141 


| The Lady 


whom they reſer Vd laſt, to confanimate this glerious Sacrifice; Agnes 


Being lighted out- of the Palanquin, ſhe proſtrated befort the g. © 


near her, hefe fo overwhelm'd with Grief, tha 1. they had N 


do nothing but weep and The Saint pereeiying their 
Werne extended” her RIF after the decenteſt Marker: Me 
cou d on the, Croſs, b not a Man yet had the Heart or the 
to b ind and li her dp in the Air, en al Aue 
Neuss r the "Officers; 317 e ce . 
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T he Hiſtory of the Church of IAPAN. 
Several, Chriſtians after their death kiſsd the Croſſes, cut 
Pieces of their Garments, and gather'd up Relicks of their Reda 
to keep. The three Gifiaques took care to cover their aces, 
and Bodies. The Jeſuits. preſs'd very earneſtly to have the 
Diſpoſal of them, but finding that Canzugedono was reſolv'd to 
let them Hang all that Year, for a Terrour to the other Chri- 


ſtians, they pray'd the Gifiaques, to get Cheſts, ready, and put 
in ſeverally the Bones of each, as they dropp'd down. Their 


Relicks were transferr'd afterwards to the Jeſuits Church at 


N s 4-41 | 8 NJ 
| Thirty Soldiers that kept Guard over Don Simon's Body, proteſted 


they ſaw; a great Light over the Houſe that Night he ſuffer'd, 
and ſeveral other Prodigies beſides, which are not mention 618 age 
Relations from Japan. The ſame was alſo, reported of theſe 
others, and atteſted by Perſons worthy. of Credit. Ade iff 
ry of their Martyrdom, as we have now. related, Wa wrote by 
the moſt Reverend Biſhop of Japan, Father Lewis Cerqueira, and 
ſent, by him to our. holy Father the Pope, and the King of 
Bats 31126 31: 57 Lee 6 266), i a ERR 
wes he Blood of theſe Martyrs was no ſooner ſhed, but it be- 
gan to work Miracles in the Church. e Apoltates be d 
Fardon of : Almighty. God for their Fault, and turn'd pertet 
Penitents, the Timorous and Heartleſs were confirm'd in their 
Faith, and the Zealots were. enflam'd with the Deſire of Mar- 
tyrdom. The Heathens themſelves mov'd with the Alactity 
and Conſtancy of the Martyrs, became zealous. Converts ; a- 
mongſt the reſt Jeciva Gifioze, that beheaded Don Simon.” He 
was his near Relation and Kinſman, for in Japan (as was ſaid) 
the Noblemen look upon it as a Point of Honour and Courage, 
as well as Friendſhip, to be employ'd in the Execution of a 
Criminal. 5 D 
This young Gentleman hearing the Diſcourſe that paſs'd be- 
twixt Don Simon and Cacuzaimen, was ſtrangely ſurpris'd at 
the Reſolution of the Martyr. The Governour being his intt- 
mate Friend, did all he cou'd to make him diſſemble his Reli- 
gion for a Time, when that wou'd not do, he conjur'd him 
to; retire into the Kingdom of Huge, offering to take all Miſ- 
carriages upon himſelf, and withall, a confiderable Sum of Mo- 
ney to defray his Charges. But Don Simon was very plain 
with him upon the Matter, declaring he wou'd not looſe ſo 
fair an Opportunity of ſhedding his Blood for all the Riches 
in the World. Cacuzaimon ſeeing him ſo bent upon it, was 
not able to keep his Countenance, and turning to a Side fell 
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The Hiſtory of the Church of JAPAN. 123 
a Weeping, which put Don Simon alſo into Tears. The young 
Feciva who overheard all that pa&d, being no Stranger to Don 
Simon's Capacity and * concluded within himſelf, that 
this Religion of Neceſſity muſt be true, or elſe his Friend 
wou'd never Chooſe to dye in it's Defence. However he ac- 
uitted himſelf of his Charge, but retiring ſoon after to Nanga- 
aqui, went ſtreight to the Fathers to be Inſtructed, and was — 
baptiz d by the Biſhop, to whom he gave the Sabre with which 
he beheaded Don Simon. | 
Cacuzaimon on the Contrary feeing he had loſt his Friend 
on account of Religion, grew more furious ſavage than a wild 
Beaſt, reſolving to revenge his Death on the Chriftians. To 
this End, knowing the Gi s had diſtinguiſh'd their Zeal 
and Piety on that Occaſion, he threw them all Three into 
Priſon, intending to crucifie them as ſoon as Opportunity ſery'd. 

Theſe noble Heroes were in a Manner tranſported out of them- 
ſelves at this happy News, but their Hour was not yet come 
for whilſt Cacuxaimon was drawing up Proceſs againſt them, 
he fell himſelf into Diſgrace, the Government was taken from 
him, and himſelf to appear at Cumamote, to give Account of 
his Conduct. By this Means the three Gifiaques were ſet at 
W Liberty for that Time. We ſhall ſee afterwards, how they il- 
uſtrated the Faith by a glorious Sacrifice of their Lives. 
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E enter now npon the Year 1604, which 7h State 
/ prov'd in the Beginning very peaceable, and 4 | 
not a little favourable to Religion, the whole Empire of 
Empire being under the abſolute Government japan. 
0; Mt © of the Cubo, call'd heretofore Dayfuſama. Being 
- + +3 1, moderate and diſcreet, the People both low 
and fear'd him, in ſp much, that nothing was wanting to compleat 
his Happineſs, but the good Fortune to ſecure the Crown for his 
Son. To bring this Deſign about, which now took up all his 
Thoughts, he did three Things, which as he imagin'd, could 
not fail of Succeſs. DMS 232 aU07 s Wa 65. : J 4 
The firſt was to heap up an immenſe Treaſure, which he 
drew partly out of the Revenue of the Crown, partly from the 
Benefit of Commerce and Trade, and partly from the Gold 
Mines, that were lately diſcover'd in the Iſle of Sanda towards 
the North. The ſecond was to Intereſt all the Grandees in 


the Preſervation of his Family, by a World e e 


1 
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betwixt his' own and their Relations. Laſtly, to cover his De- 
ſign upon the Empire, and withall to waylay the Affections 
of the great ones, who bear a ſingutar Veneration for the Me- 
mory of the late Tayco/ama,) he inſtituted ſeveral Feaſts in bis 
Honour, as to a Divinity of the firft Rate, and celebrated them 
with as much Pomp, as Coſt and Ornament could make them. 
Some Politicians were of Opinion, that he did this to draw 


Tayceſaryes * „ fo his 0 He wit dal Heer F 
N 7-potian Emfire. 
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by Degrees to render ſſim the ſam Honour too 
This was the preſent e of t 3 

As for Religion it flouriſh'd every where, and made vaſt 
Progreſs thro” all the Kingdoms, under fo eaſie and peaceable 
a Government. The People being generally of a clear and pe- 
netrating Wit, needed little Perſwaſion to convince them of 
their Errors. This notwithſtanding, there were two main Ob- 
ſtacles in the Way, that Singleed hem_ from Fmbraping the 
Truth; one was the late Taycoſan s Edi againſt; the Chri- 
ſtians, which ſtill ſtood in Force, but above all, thèy had no Mind 
to clear themſelves of a company of Vices and ill Habits ſo 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary to be laid aſide, in a Chriſtian Life. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the Heathen Lords ſpoke well of it on all Occa- 
ſions, and were free enough fo let their Vqllals, FhfBrace 
It. 7 

But what gave our Religion moſt Reputation, was the gra- 
cious Reception that the Cubo himſelf was pleas'd to give the pu 
Fathers of the Society. Father Organtin going according to Cu- Ch 
ſtom, to complement the Emperour” in the Beginning of Me | 
new Year, the Prince's Favourite, w. y'd him amongſt he Wc, 
Nobles, and Bonzes, 3 were waiting for Audience, ſingled Wit 
him out from all the Reſt, and led him ſtreight to the Cubo's co 
Appartment, where he had the Hohout to diſcourſe him for 
two full Hours. So particular a DiſfijaioH ain'd the Fathers 
mighty Credit with the great g 


A . 


es 


Hat! Court, and at the 
fame Time mortified tile Bonzes to the Quick, who with all 
their Intereſt, were not able to get Admittance that whole 
Day. 5 LIVED 2 88 | , %* 7 N nd 

There were then in Japan a hundred and twenty, of the S5. 
ciety, who cultivated this Mneyard of bur Lord with ihcredible 
Pains. The perſecution nbtwithſtanding, Which ſtin za ſome 
Meaſure was on ' Foot, they baptiz'd within the! Coutrſe of 
this Vear, four thouſand five hundred Perſons!” "They! had alſe 
two Seminaries, conſiſting of three hundred yéung Students, 
of che Country, befides Dogic i and Jabonian Cutechiſts; 1 — 
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labour'd in Conjunction with the Fathers for the Converſion 
of Souls, which made up ſome eight hundred in all. Theſe 
Students, and infinit poor People beſides, ſubſiſted entirely by 


now reduc'd themſelves to extreme Want. For having neither 


Chriſtians of the 40 on 


Portugueſe Merchants, and 
the 1 of | 


: W b che Holland e ch all, their Funds, they were un- 
ger ſuch us ige 15 of Neceſſity they maſt have been forc'd 
to break up naries, if God in bis great Providence, 
had not at t 1 'of Time ſent them Relief; What's par- 
ticolar 'tqo% i b e Tnimediatly 8 the Cube himſelf; for 
WT hearing ef 75 the Merchants t' Sea "and withall inform'd 
W what hard Eifcum = nas her mere in, he ſent them three 
hundred and fifty by Way of Chaifty; (each Te being 
cout fifteen Frenc Tei ) A0 kt the ſame time order'd five 


I Thouſand more upon Loan, By which” Meains they made a to- 
lerable ſhift for the Reſ of the Tear? 


the Cubes good Graces, 


pulld of the Mask, ancd pt 
Chriſtians. b 


Being one Day at Dialer. with fome Friends, one of the 
Company chanc'd to caſt h is Ex es on a Page that waited 
with a Grace and Mode Toe than uſual, asking what 
Country he was of? The bath who was hardly thirteen - 


Means of his Valit de Chambre, he 
is tits Gods te be rereng d on the 


1911 18 Dont 


Gentleman () you are a Chriſtian, for that Town (I know) 
ollow that Perſwafſon. The ' Youth knew not in the World 
what to do, for his Maſter being TO averſe to Religion, 
to confeſs the Truth, was the be to coſt him his Life; on 
the other fide, to diſemble the Matter (he thought) or to 
be Silent on 1. cg ſions, was as much as to deny his 


Faith. In this ught, he recommended the 
atter to God, Ty Pali 5 mort Pauſe, chooſing rather 
to die than betray his Conſcience, confeſs'd the Truth, and 
rankly told him he was a Chriſtian. Tarazaba preſently 
vour'd upon it, and began to ow with Anger; "—— 
e 


* 


the Alms and Charities of the Fathers of the Society, who were 


Lands nor Chattels in Japan, the ＋ depended altogether on the 
e 


the Portugue 2 Ships bir 9 laſt Vear (as was cad) 


Years of Age) told hi of Nanga 52 T Then ( reply'd the 


127 


Taub (4 . bring 10 0, and tur d ont ef the Tarazaba 

g Governmetit of N ae was lig'd to'retire to the Hands , . | 
Jof Amaciſa, * 7 at firſt i 10 Tivourthe Chriſtians and ſecution. 
the Fathers, but being reſtor'd after ſome two Years time to 


The Con- 


"$047 
Chriftien 
Gentle- 
Nan. 


make ſhew as The belier'd. nothing, of the Matter, Pag 5 6 fai 10 


Nancy of 20f his Con wo 


The Hiſtory of ihe” Church of TAP os 


on tell us: but ſo, to male port. Pardon me Sir, ( reply'd t 
Chi i I tell you nothing but down right Fatt. There's 2 45 8 
in Matters of this. Conſequener, eſpecially in the Preſence 0 
Prince. 

Not long Petore this,” Tardz.aba' had! taken his Father iato 
his Family, in Order to beſtow a confiderahle Penſion on him; 
bat underſtanding by the Son, that he follow'd the ſame Per- 
ſwaſion, he flew into a 55 aſſion, and was half reſolv'd. to 

t them both 2 Death. However ver. ypon ſecond Thoughts, 

caring this might i 5 much Noiſe, he alter'd his Re- 
ſolutions, and purpo if he coud wheedle, ar frighten 
them aut of their Nai 0 puree. Fog whole Days. gi theſe 
Attacks, and/us'd all the Arts i cee to A eue 4 cn | 
but finding them conſtant and ute, 2 
of his States. The other LT in his eing 
Storm ready to break upon them, begg'd 3 to with Nor 
and retir'd into other e. pet be Ae 1 


the Number of Threeſco 5 op Wt 5 4 Gut 
C te | \ utra "4 
85 8 Ds 88 0 1 0 : 


Tana aba upon this was di 
that he order d all the Groſſes | 
There were at this. Time in his 4 fr Ma upwards ten 
thouſand - Chriſtians that prepat aptyrdom, wean | 
Beads about their Necks; to "fel ves fr aj 55 
Heathens. The Goyernour, made Ik Proclamation, -thi 
for the Future none ſhou'd wear 1 e Enſigns and Marks 4 
a foreign Religion, but was not obe . Finding then, thal 
all wou d quit the Country 5 bs 5 95 them farther, he . 
forc'd to — the Matter over and fen eave them to Themſelves. 

„The King 1 did much the ſame to à young Gentlema 

d James Sacormmon, He was Native we! Ting 

and Vaſſal to the late Don Auſtin, but retir' d upon . 
Troubles into Saxuma, where the. e are enexalh 
mote, Superſtitious, than in any other Part 9 ns *. ve. W 
y fourteen Vears of Age, but ſo delicatel ok Ei. "ag 67 55 quid 


= ready a Wit, and, of fo generous a „that h 
drew the Eyes of all the Court upon him., 850 
charm'd with his Modeſty, and Wisdom, th e | 
marry him into his own. Family, | 
wou'd renounce his Religion. The . Youth EE 1 | 
Majeſty for the Honour he deſiga'd him; adding, nothin 
thou'd be wanting on his Part, to merit ſo. Ad vantageous 4 
Allyance, Religion only apart, Which he wou'd not change # 
the whole World. 1 
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The King was not at all diſhearten'd at this Reply; however, 
the Matter: fell for the Preſent. Some time after. the young 
Gentleman going to Cangoxima, to give his Attendance at 
Court, one of the Nobles took him under Hand, and brought 
ſeveral Reaſons to make him yield to the King's Deſire. Lon 
are young, ( ſaid he) and ſo no Meender you ſtand in your em 
Light, but afterwards, my Advice will appear (good, and then, you'll 
repent at houſand Tis for ſipping ſo fair an Opportunity of advancing 
our Self. and your Family. The young Gentleman anſwer'd as 
before; that he was infinitly ſenſible of his Majeſty's Intentions, 
and the Honour he deſign'd him by that Match, but withall, 
that he con d not purchaſe. it at ſo dear a Price. For (ſaid he) 
mere J ſo baſe 4 to "7 my Conſcience, I ſhau'd. prove my Self 
unworthy of his Alliance. For g 2 neither Honaur, nor Fortune, 
ſhall tempt my Tidelity, and D it ſelf ſhall not frighten me out 
of m Faith. The Nobleman was ſurprisd at his Reſolution, 


- 


and cou'd not but admire his Zeal for Religion. 

All the Time he was at Court, he wore: conſtantly about 
his Neck a Nie to ſhew., that; he profeſsd the Chriſtian 
WT Religion,” and all tha Ferivaſiog of Friends wou'd not. make 

him off that Practiſe The King finding his Contrivances ineffectual, 

reſoly'd to attack him another Way, and ( as he thought) on 
the weak Side too. He ſent four Gentlemen to his Mother, 
defiring ſhe-wou'd uſe her Iatereſt in this Effect. This pious Lad·x 
knew. very well that in, Caſe, ſhe, refus'd to obey 1 Princes 
Orders, both, ſhe and her, Son were ſure to die. Lowe ver 
chooſing rather to have her Son a Martyr, than Rag: of all 
Japan, told them, ſhe; cou'd not in Conſcience adviſe him to 
act contrary to the Law of God, but put the Caſe, ſhe ſhou'd 
be ſo baſe; moſt certainly, he wou'd: gever hear her, being 
drtermin's, to die à thouſand... Deaths, rather than, renounce 

ann, an: 10 trogque bay thief 3: do oi big ee 

She communicated this; Anſwer to her Family, and they - 
agreed by joynt Conſent, to ſign the ſame with their Blood. 
That done- they all diſpos'd themſelves, for Martyrdom, on a 
Preſumption,/that the King wou'd infallibly revenge the Afﬀront. - 
In this James's Hguſe there was a neat Chappel, where the 
Chriſtians; uſed. to meet to ſay their Prayers. The Lady then 
conſcious of the Danger, ſhe and her Family were. in at this 5 | 
JunQure, commanded them to begin the Devotion of forty Hours. 
James himſelf led the Way, the Pages follow'd, and; the whole - 
Family (in their Turns) made each an Hour. of prayer. 4 
When this was over, James put the Queſtion to his. ade 

= e whether 
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whether Children as well as thoſe that were ſtruck' in Years, 

were not equally capable of Martyrdom. The Mother reply, 

that in ſach Cafes there was no Diſtinction betwixt Great and 

Little, Young or Old, all being Martyrs that ſuffer'd for the 

holy Faith. The Y6ith was fo tranſported at this good News, 

that one might read it in his very Looks, and taking out 

his Religuary, KIN it, and then ſet it on His Head, ds an 

Inſtance of Ris profound Reverence to the Martyrs of ehe Soy 

The King hearing the Reſolutions of the Family, was int 

ufand Minds what he Thowd do. Paſſion prog im to 

Kevetige, and Love to Mercy, in the Main, berwixe the Feat 

of difpieafuring the ibs dy Severity, and the Hopes of gaini 

pbh the Youth at anbther Time, he was content to let ebe 

Natter reſt. In the mean Time ohe of the Feſurs going td 

viſit the King of Sim, the Chriſtidtis related to bim the 

whole Story. Jamer himſelf alſo went to wait n him, and 

made his Confeſſion, declaring when' that was döſfe, With 

Tears in his Eyes, he reſolvd to die a Member df the Cliurch 

in ſpite 6f all their. Efſvtts to\the evgtraty ; hich" de cee 

the Fathers Heart, that he cou'd not Hold from Weepilig, and 

fo ended this Perſecution, as fir às we coud learn 

4 memo- In the. Year 1604, the Daughter of Wobai#iga( late *Bmpe 
rable Ex- tor of Fapan ) as alfo one bf Tayco/ands' Nephews, rec 

24, of Baptiſm at Meats, where the Fathers were in no ſmall Requeſt 

ee on Account, bf the Honour that was done them by the Cob, 

Children when t went to viſit him. Pl — al 03 1281 21 10005 

zowerds im the fame Town alfo thert happewd a moſt temarkableſh- 

their No- ftänte of Charity in türee Heathen” Brethren' to their Uiſtreſdi 

” Mother. The Care is fs fare, that 1 think iy elf 'oblig'd 

take Nötice of it in this Flake. Theſe three Men laboars 

Day and Night, for the Relief and Sypport of their common 

irent, but finding after ee nedifie would not an- 

der the Bid, they ct to 4 ſtränge Rlfelution among then 

Felves: The Cubo by a Proclamation ſome Time age, Promik u 

ET ught in a Thief, and deliver'd him up to ſu- 

te, fo 4s he might Be punfſh'd, mould "Rave a yound Sum of 

Money for dis Pairs.“ By à Contract then "amongſt themſelves 

it was agrekd that die 'of the three ful Pals for a Thief, 

aud the other to to carry hit befbre the judge, in -Orderto 

purchafe the Reward for their Mothers Subfiſtance. The Que- 

fion Was now, who ſhould be the Vicim? Upon fair Tryal WU e 

of Skin, the Lot fell upon the Woungeſt: He readily Kubjmjtred 
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vants to dog the two . 25 yt 
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u. but he muſt; have all rhe rg Br | 

Vf As ſoon wa yr 2 | 

br fer'd e | 

on Penſion of Fe. Word 8 | 

4 vern'd by py nent Appo EET whe: Porte, 8 . * | 

WH dren to their Parents, is even bleſſed in this Life with good hi ii 
| 


Ju- Fortune and Sescels ne Cubo 

of The Cube was nothing i juſt 9 Figeyors, the late Taycoſama' s make; bim- | 
et, Son, as he was charitable, to theſe Brethren. - Japan was all in fe! f Water if 
ef, Suſpence whether he would prove as good as his Word, and 
to turn the Government over to his Pupil. So long as he Bag Pie ny | 
e- Enemies his Hands, and his Authority aan he car- .J 
yal ricd the faireſt in the World, but finding himſelf firm- 

ed !y eſtabliſh'd, he pull'd off * Mask, and ſhew'd plainly, Bot 
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he intended to uſurp the Government, not only for himſelf, 
but to entail it on his Poſterity. To this End, he ſent” for his 
Son, whom he had lately inveſted with the Kingdoms of Quanto. 
This Prince in Obedience to his Father's Commands, marchd 
immediately to Fuximi, at the Head of ſeven thouſand Men. 

Some Days after, he went to Meaco, where the Dayri com- 
plemented him with the Title of Xogwe, Which is thé higheſt 
ſwaded Prince Fideyor: to have gone and complemented him upon 
this new Inſtalment, and he thought there was Reaſon enough 
ſor it too, as being his Father in Law by the late Marriage. 
But the Mother was pofitive againſt it, and alledg'd many Rea: 
ſons for Excuſe, e after all, that if they offerd to . 
fiſt upon it, ſhe would rather open his Belly her ſelf, than ſuſſer 
him to ſtir out of the Palace.” But weu'd or- would not, he 
muſt be forc'd to leave her, and pay dear for ber Obſbing- 


Ace long Treaties on both Sides, it was concluded, that 
the Viſit ſhould be made by third Perſons, and that the: tuo 
young, Princes ſhould each depute the principal Officers of their 
Courts, to make interchangably their Prefenrs and Oomple- 
ments, which was done. But this entangling of Affairs *prove 
mighty prejudicial to Fideyor#s Intereſt, for the principal Lords 
of his Party, ſeeing War ready to break out, and believing 
the Prince's Caſe deſperate, retir'd privately” from Orata to 
2 — Cuboſama, and this Detection was manifeſtly judicial, 
Almighty. God, puniſhing Teyreſamm in his own Kind. Forts 
he ufurp'd' the Empire from | Nobimang#s Heir, who was leſt 
under his Tuition, and Guardianſhip,” ſo ' Dayfuſama (whom him- 
ſelf had left Tutor to his Son) ſervw'd him in the very ſame 
Manner: The Yogune to win the Hearts of the People, gave 
great Liberalities amongſt them alf the Time he ſtayd at 
aco and {ob return'd Home e with his Troops. 589 07 
Pd" '11'this Year, 4 moôſt profound 
Peace; for tho' the Cubo was not at all inclin'd to our Reli- 
gion, however betwixt the natural Averſion to Violence, and 


Church of 3 Fear of irritating, the Chriſtians, who might? have-joyn'd H- 


Japan, 


deyori with a powerful Army, he thought it not fafe to give 
any Check to its Pro gte. „g le 

True, there were {Ml ſome or other to give it freſh” Diſtars, 
bances, but the Lords in general, and particularly Facurandom 
Governour of Meaco, and Coxuguendono the Cube's Favourite, 
declar'd publickly in its Behalf. Theſe two laſt were fo charm'd 
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with a Diſcourſe that was made by the Jeſuits, upon the My= 

ſteries of our Faith, that they Teſoly'd to take them under 

their protection, ffiing then y. their Bounty and Liberalities, 

to build this Vear in Meuco it ſelf, the faireſt and ' moſt con- 
venient Church in all the City. They had one before in the 
low Town, but this was raisd on the high Town, and in that 
Quarter where the Nobility had liv'd. The Bonzes made Com- 
— of it both to the Goyernour and Cubo, but to no Ef- 
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About this fame Time, came over ſome Religious of St. Francis; The indiſ- 
vo hearing that the Cubs, would be well pleas'd if the Spaniſhereet Vi- 
oy Ships put in at 8 every Vear one Ship from? — 
the Philippines, and other Places under the Crown of Spain, laden aa tans 
W with all Sorts of rich Merchandife. The Cubs accepted the 
Propoſal, and in” Conftderation” thereof, aſſign'd them a conve- 
nient Reſidence in Jede. But in Lieu of a Ship, there came 
only ſome inconſiderable Bark, and not in Quante (as was pro- 
mis 0 but to other Kingdoms, pretending for Excuſe, that the 
port of Qu was hazardous, and exposd to the manifeſt In- 
W ſult of Pyrats: The. cube was ſo incens d at it, that he wowd 
bot ſo muchas be ſcen by theſe Fathers, when they came to 
8 N the Spaniſh Maſters did all that was poſlible | 
to clear them, taking all the Fault upon themſelves,” he would 
not hear them. an. 412 10 i S * 8 An th , 8 
In this mean while an Engliſh Pilot, well acquainted with 
the Japan Seas, offer'd to convoy up to Quante a ſmall Veſ- 
ſel, that was lately put in at a Fort near Aae from the Phi- 
lippines, which! convinc'd- the Cubo that theſe! Pretences of the 
Spaniards were all Tricks, and put 'a thouſand Jealouſftes into 
his Head, ſaying with a dee Reſentment, theſe Religions and « | 
Merchants had Fork deceiv'd him, but they ſhould repent it 
afterwards.” i TOOL. j 900 $104 mM Pact M1 nei 8 
What gave the finiſhing Stroke, was an unhappy Diſcour ſe 
that paſs'd betwixt him and ſome Spaniſh Merchants, who came | 
lately to Court, to make their Offerings; for asking amongſt | k 
other Things, how many Ships arriv'd that Year at the Phs 
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1 lippines from New Spain? And what they were laden with? The 

' naterpreter true, or falſe, anſwer' d; That there came ſeveral, 1 
I aad withall, that they were laden with Soldiers, Arms, and all | 
„ WW Sorts of warlike Ammunition. But why (ſaid the Cabo)! rheſe | 
ums and Soldiers? The Caſtilian either to enhaunce the Power | | | 
+ aad Greatneſs of his Prince, or to hinder the Ce from en- 1 
g terpriſing the War, as was projected by the late Tqeeſama, or 
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this, to ſhip-off all theſe Foreigners, as well R 
lars, and not to leave a Man of r 


Honour 


paid to 


with rich Tapiſtry : The Baſbop carry'd the 277 2864 uader 4 


. VWeepin 


mediately a Meſſenger with a \ 8 MEU to the King . 55 5 
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a. hy in fine his own. ramantick Geni 
d, that theſe Preparations were defign'd.. 
+ ©; The Emperour now form 32 
was for ormerly made to Tees by, Ii 0. of 
that the King his Maſter — $0.06 * f 
Empire of the Goſpel as his own, 2 . .onl | 
—.— Chriſtiaus, to teach chem co rebel Agaialt, 1 = 
rinces . W 1 


Upon this, the jealous and falpicions Monate ch 10 


where theſe Merchants landed, ordering him 
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1 5 The Kin 
ſyer d; that as ſor the Seculars, he- 
Orders punctually executed; but the Yi — 9 55 | 
out of his Territories, on their Way to Day. and Mean 
The Cubo ſeem'd to take no. farther Notice of it, but * Golf 
vernour of Aeaco fearing; to be tax d with Neg of Dut,l 
if they were tolerated. in his States, forbid all. Ai Aab 8 
the Town to have Correſpondence with them, or Syn Pu : 
pear in their Company. Theſe an ht, by 9 
rience how to bounder their Zeal on a en ons) 5 23 


it neceſſary to yield to the Times, — gp 
Fear of drawing a Perſecution on the Church, 9 3 
* to viſit em, cen Wb. the greate; ene Fa, g 


As for the Jeſairs in Nang efaqu,. they it on. ther 
Miniſtry in the greateſt Peace and: Quie paſſi Te | 
5s Ab 


the Blefſed was a Congregation erected under the Title of our, Lad) 
| go Nanga- nunc iation, where they train'd up Youth in Piety, and | roof ren 
ſaqui, young Clerks and Catechiſts in the IN 1 hi 
Functions. The Biſhop made one of them rar 4 Go 0. 
tuted him Paſtor of the Cathedral, which was ded K | 
the Bleſſed Virgin. The ſame Year alſo 1605, was 28 1 h 
Japen tor the firſt Time, the Feaſt of the molt beſſed Sari © 


ent. The Joy of the People on this Occaſion, is hardly u 
be expteſs d. The Streets and publick Places were all bug 


be Cy 
t of 
brac 
reedo! 


Jud, 


moſt magnificent Canopy, the Clergy, walking bef ore, and the 
People folowin after in a formal and regular Proceſſion. Nv 
thing was round the Town, but the noiſe of Drums al 
Trumpets, and the roaring of great Guns. At every reſting 
Place, * ſung ſhort Hymns in Muſick, the Prieſts general 
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. Joy, to ſee the Son of God led in Triumph; im a 
4. Nack e eg d had Trot under the heavy Your, and 

g ot the — . by? 0 8 
% The Honour that was done to the Bleſſed See on this 
ve WWE <cafion, help'd to improve a Zeal and Neverence for it in che 
„en Converts: They conceiy'd ſo ardent a Deſire of partixi⸗ 
ung of cis Ceieffial Food, that rhey deny rhemſeſves al 


anner of Pleaſures; believing withall, that rags — 


fs 1 were oblig d to an Angelical Kind ot Purity. A young Wo- 
, as 1 'tewd Perſon to Uncleannegs, Sol dd his His "Paſſion 
TW nmcdiately wit ht theſe Words. What ? To drfle my Bodly, that 
„ recet) 4 the Bod ae 1 ay. SRViour'? 
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ne Chriſti „ enjoy'd" not the ſame Peac . | 
ide of Nan os \T artyrdom of Don Simm Oi ul of 
on ention'd a org in the laſt” Book!” Carntei His * Gif. 
riend incensd to the laſt Degree againſt the eiriklam, mor zue 


pite on them. He ſeuds then for Joh, and —— Fu 
0 in for fo 190 that N as. Al for Ura Srl — 8 
ee fame, Perfivalion, 4 exhortin then” E in 
Wc. fohn re 51 0 ch a great deal of Conſkancy ant Mo. 
Ney, Ea co esd the Fact; but withall added, that be did 
aa or think it pm ary to the Prince's Orders, all in 7 bein 
ee to follow what Religion they Nd. On Ye nin 
eas of Opinion, that he could not render his Prince better 
baervice, than by teaching his Sübjects the Law of Chriſt, which 


ands, Religion and Conſcience apart. They Had a long Con- 
rence together, Part whereof is here ſet down, as I found it 
1 his own F out bf band to the Rog of Jaane 


0, 


= din Letter tothe Cy uf | a 
. | 
a 7 Acuzainior inding be could not £4 


apy heh either 2, rj 
miſe vr 


2 7 2 
be Creation of this J 4% ad int ky Prin wa ho 3 
t of the Chriſtian Religion, 25 fo for Inrerg}ts Sale 'his oubbr Yo 
brace it, Cacuzaimon bak me talk with. ſouth Liberty * 
reedom, began to ſmile, ſaying, It would be 4 7 eaſant "Thing. t 
Judge that perſecutes 9 turn Chriſlian himſelf." Fur 
Part 


tink 
ral 
ping 


WbVo'd them in all T hings to ſubject themſelves to his Com-. 


NI the Occaſion of his Death, an particularly che der Pur io / 
ee that aſſiſted at His Exerution Mr to 3 


Part (he, added) I never belieu d, that either Xaca or Amida; 
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the Saviours of Manbind. I Laugh. at jour Bonzes for te * 15 


we may be ſav'd by only ſaying, Namvaidabut; end the 4 7 % 


the Chriſtians, that think it 'enough to call upon Jeſus and Mary. 1 
know Xaca hath many idle Impertinencies in his Wi ritings, and 1 woul 
not | ſwear hut the Fathers may have the ſame. They come far of 
and trump ” 45. they pleaſe, but, 1 * not ſuch. 4 Fool 4 te k. 
lie de All bo Jaye: 
Being owe to draw. ban Gf 22 th the Rnowledg 4 * th 
Truth, 1 mis him I was 7 F be ſame Op Opinion, 75 not 
takin theſe Europeans ſaid for Go But I liſtned firſt (ſail 
T) =. their Reaſons, and finding t —_— dart age, tr | 
toi them. For, it's this only, — e, #4 from 

this that teaches, #5 to 227 My from, Flood. 7 


J * A ud 1) my Lord, the Heavens, and he E who made 1170 
vaſt Badies Þ ? Or. did. they make tet ? Fob: 


are Numb 
Men alſo. Now look but back from Age to Age, from 65 
0 2 and pon come at laſt to the firſt, Man, and the fo 
oman, that. were the Beginning, Origine, Source, and as. "twere, th 
42 255 humane Society, from whence. all po; Men took their Syn 
r, whence theſe two Beginnings , 0 FR our Being ? Did ht 
a am Heaven? 1 they came from. thenct, wha 55 them then 
And bow fe fell they from n ? If t hey {p rung out of the 2. 
why only theſe to? And who. gave the 2 K "the Faculty o 
ducing a- Creature more LS gh Thaw i elf ?. : Tos, mul "Confefs 
there's one ſuperiour, eternal, and omni potent Fei, that male th 
The Firſt. Pez ne is the Principle ©, and” Chuſe- 7 all 1 
{CREE beard 3 — patiently, and 50% be fell very welt "Ya 
1 had Reaſon. on my Side, however not to ſeem ſo, be Anſwerld i 
was all Myſtery ;, and ſhou'd rather think, that tie four Element! 
uniting — 4 by fortuitous, and chante Accidents, gave 4 Beit 
to all 778 and theſe Creatures return'd again to their firſt n 


G ap Meg Tea fame Elements amon oſt themſelves, 
Ae Ret l 15 I g dg that Hax ard "new 

roduc d any Thing low) Se and regular, that nothing ws 
more admirable 27 5 Compoſit ion of Man's Body, that 4 ih 
Parts of it are 17 92 and cas d 4 within Salle, Jo perfetlh 
united, fo neat 02 happily. contri\d' and. #ppolnred, te 4 
charge their re 1. 7 unttions and Employs, that it mol be Mul. 
.neſs to believe ſuch Order and Proportion the Efett of meer Chantt, 
when the beſt. Headpiece in Nature cou'd not contiive them bettt! 
1 ſhew'd him after this, that our Body bath a rational and wells 


oul 


— | 2 jor Py 


= & A wm, WW > OO, uo.” 
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| 


ere a N 
Gul, which can't poſſibly proceed from a Cauſe, deſtitute both! © 
4, Reaſon, and Underſtanding. ' It's true ( I continu'd ) all Bodies — 9 
5 of romposd of the four "Elements, bur the Union of theſe, requires the 1 
f x Art and Skill of an excellent Work-man ; even as Pictures are made | 
5 of Colours, but if theſt be not mix d by ſome Artiſt in Painting, 
| 2 they ll but an odd and ridiculous Figure. Hitherto this pious 

1 Chriſtian. TOR. | 27 1 1 
5 He do's not ſay the Governour reliſh'd his Diſcourſe, but 

the adds. That this unfortunate Politician not able to bear up 
Fi againſt the Force of his Reaſons, reprov'd him for taking away 
fe the Bones of the four Martyrs, to ſell at Nang aſaqui. Jahn 
7 told him, he gather'd them up for precious Relicks, not to ſell, 
4 but for the Chriſtians to honour. Thus ended that Conference, 
1 and John was remanded back to Priſe n. 
"BY Some while after they apprehended ic heel Mizuixi. a, zealous gere, 
© 2nd devout Chriſtian, che fame Man that tranſlated the Saints orber chi. 

fr Lives, and other Spiritual Books into Faporeze. As for Joachim/fiens, im- 

i the third Brother, being. then at Arima, the Governour in bis — 
„ Abſence, ſeized on his Lady and threw her into Priſon. 80 Faik. 
Don as Jaschim had Intelligence of it, he oonfeſs d and receiv d 
We the moſt holy Sacrament, and ſo went ſtreight to Jateuxiro to 
Fit ſurrender himſelf. The Governour being out of Town, the 
75 Lieutenant durſt do nothing in the Matter till his Return. 
* This notwithſtanding, he was ſo very importune, that they 

the were ford after three Days to diſcharge his Lady, and take 
** him in her Place. Who can expreſs the Sorrow of the Lady, 
. and the Joy of the Husband ? Why to ſeperate me( ſaid he) from 
. my Spouſe? If it's Criminal ta be a Chriſtian, I am one as well as he; 
% ſince the Crime is common, ought not the Puniſhment to be ſo tos 
ment! on it was impoſſible to gain upon them, either by Entreaties, or 
ein ears, 2 8 bun en 35 tx | 
Fo. The Three Gifiaques being now Priſoners together, for the 
holy Faith, embrac'd and encourag'd one another to Martyrdom. 
They were fo tranſported to ſee: themſelves in Chains for the © 

„ Love of Jeſus Chriſt, that the Heathens were aſtoniſh'd at it. 
1 8 bat ſhall 7 do: ( ſaid the Governour) with theſe fort of Men? 
felth Threaten them avith Death, and they rejoyce as if one promis'd them 
%% Empire; order them into Baniſbment, and they. go as cheerfully as 
Mat 


4 Slave to Liberty. ' look upon the Croſs as 4 Royal Throne 
and Mount it 2 ling Joy, — Pleaſure. After all, that R 


hantt, 
better. 
Hiren 

ou 


of Puniſhment is of too ſhort,a Continuance, to terriſy them. We 
muſt make them Slaves, or baniſh them ſtark naked our of Fingo, 


Being 


they'll dread this more than Death. 
9 


„ 4 
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Being nom fr A to this Reſolution, he apprehended fix and 
twenty ot the principle. Chriſtians in Jateuxiro, commanding 
them in Canzugedono's Name, to ſign an eternal Renunciation 

of the Chriſtian Faith. This Order put the Faithful in a ſtran 
Conſternation. Thirteen of them, partly terrify'd with the 
Thoughts of Death, and partly tender'd with the Tears of 
their Wives and Children, ſubmitted to his Majeſty's Pleaſurt; 
but the other thirteen ſtood firm and conſtant to their Purpoſes, 
preſenting themſelves before the Judge in order to ſuffer the 
nutmoſt Severity of the Law. mon finding them ſo 
reſolute, ſuſpended the Execution till farther Orders; command- 
ing in the mean Time, that the three v e ſnou'd be kept 
cloſe Priſoners,” and withall to keep a wat Eye upon the 
Croſſes of the three Ladies, and littie Lewis, that were executed 
two Years ago. For the the Bones were all dropp'd off and 
ole away, in fo much, that nothing now remain'd beſides ſome 
few Rags of Cloths, this notwithſtanding;'the Governour order d 
that a Guard ſhou'd ſtand there Day and Night, to preſerve 
bee ew Remains % Dog ft no GA 
Wit they were expecting | freſh Inſtructions from Court, 
me Heathens, Friends of the Priſoners, mow'd at their Mis 
fortune, innocently counterfeited the Hands of three of them, 
and carry'd it to the Judge as an Inſtance of their relinquiſhing 
the Faith. One of theſe calld Paul Fuoxagemon, heating what 
they had done, cut off his Hair (which in Jaan ' ſignifies as 
much, as highly affronted ) and told the judges, that ſome had 
fors'd. his Hand; for de was ftill of the fame Perſwaſſon, and 
in a Mind to ſuffer any Torments, rather than betray his 
Conſcience. The Judges were infinitly- ſurpriſed at it, and 
wou'd gladly have ſtruck him out of the Liſt, hut he abſolutely 
oppos'd it, declaring he wou'd appeal to the King himſelf, and 


detect the Forge. 


— 


3be Pöl, Father Privindiat of. the Society ( who was then at gms) 
mers ear. hearing of the Impriſonment of the three Gifaques, and other 
meſtly Chriſtians, return'd immediatly to Marg to confer with 
2 o the Biſhop of Japan, about the Methods for aſſiſti 


| ng, or relea 

them out of Priſon; © After recommending the Matter to 
by repeated Penaunces, and Prayer, it was refolv'd to ſend thither 
Jome Fathers of the Society. Several voluntarily offer'd them- 
Telves to make'this Vdyage, on manifeſt Hazard of their Lives, 
but the Lot fell on Father Lewis a Faponian, who was thought 
the moſt proper Perſon at this Juncture, to bear ſuch a Com- 
miſſion. He went then according to Cuſtom; to viſit Canzngeden, 


* 
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the Kathe when he made his gebe him $, wou d mo 
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-1 the Beginning of the new Year, taking with him another Re- 


rg ious and two Chriſtians of Huge, who offer d themſelves to 
12 him Company. Being LOR? at Fateuxiro, he diſpatch'd 
2 Meſſenger to the Prifoners, with Adyice of his Arrivat ; but 
w Guards ke pt fo ſtrit a Watch over them, that it was im- 
ſible to an 
175 Journey for Cumamate, to the Court. The ms jealous that 


iſoners diſcharg d. poſitively te! 24 al the 
ners diſcharg nee 
os fore 'd to rent to ny of him A dien 5 ang 0 ba 


During his Stay at Court, the Guards fgnif'd to the © 


that the Jeſuits were gone for C ho to Senn 
for them from the Ring Theſe \ Is 
the Crown of Martyrdom im, Wrote Pl the Provincial l et jo the 


ciety, in theſe Terms. {161001 5; 


4 e from the three Fra 
F. Father Provincial. 0 


N. by 
Vor bind i d e, Here repleniſdd. our "a wil * ws 
We, conces 25 ardent. 4 Deſire fre of dying for the 
Love o 77 e 9 rh 4 he Senſe of our own Une 
worthineſs, - could have hindre the Judge our ſelves, 
to do us that Faudur. But __ . 55 d for confeſſing big 
holy Name, we.bleſs 2 — A Diuine Majeſty without Inter- 
miſſion, for ſo ſignal 4 _ defiring from the Bottom of our Hearts; 
to ſuffer all the Torment imaginable for his Sale. At encourage 
and animate our fellow Priſoners to perſevere conſtantly in the Fast 
leaſt ſome of them do not tread in the Faotſteps of oe that lately 
deſerted their Colours, We are told that you ſent one of your Re- 
1,gious for Cumamote; f the Deſign is to releaſe us out of Pres, 
we proteſt againſt it, and in Lieu of obliging us, you'll do ug the 
greateſt Diskindneſs imaginable. All we crave is, that your Reve= 
rence, and the other Farber, of the Society, will plea to be mindful 
of us in your holy Sacrifices, that we may be worthy to ſhed our Blood 
for his holy Name. This ts al the deſire of your dear wade. and 
bumble Servants, | 


4 \ * . py 


* 


> | * three Gifiaques. 


12 . Be 


. which oblig'd the Father to continue 


139 
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Father Lewis was-arriv'd at Cimamete before this Letter came 
to the Provincial, but finding no Proſpect of Audience, he ſent 
back the Preſents to Arima, and diſguiſing himſelf like a poor 
Man, return'd over-land to Fateuxiro. He went into Town b 

Night, and lodg'd in a Chriſtians - Houſe, where he continy? 

for three Days, to hear the Peoples Confeſſions ; but notwith. 
ſtanding all his Diligence, and | 
get Speech with the Priſoners, in. ſo. much that be was fore 
to write his Excuſe, and this is their ' Anſwer to his Let⸗ 


% 


tereſt, it was impoſſible to 


31,3 01] FINER et 13 36. 2200 16 YE] 3642440] 
The Gifiaques Letter to Father Lewis 
ws © a Se API Bj SY HER G1 nnen ore 
the Japoniag. 
E  receiv'd your Letter,; and do omm ou ſelves infinitely, ob: 
| lig d to * Charity, for undertaking ſo long, troubleſome, 
and perilous 4 Voyage on our Accoum. We ſhouwd be glad to ſee 
you, but the preſent Poſture of Affairs will not allow it, for they kh 


us conſtantly in open View, and watch us Day and Night. Our Pri. 


Jon is that where the King keeps his Debtors, fo narrow and ſtreight, 
that we have not room to lie, inſomuch, that we are forc'd to 

as we fit. The Stench is ſo intolerable, that one of the Hat bent 
ic run Mad, and never gives over howling Day nor Night: The 
Cauſe. of this Infection proceeds from the Ordure and Filth which 
daily grows upon us, the Goalor being order'd by the Prince not ta 
Cleanſe the Priſon, to force the Debtors by that means to diſcharge their 
Debts. A for us, through God's Mercy, we live very contentedly. 
John Zeimon will te you more. Be mindful in your holy Sacrifi« 
ces and Prayers, of three poor Sinners. | 


The Governour finding that neither: Threats nor Hardſhips 
of a long and painful Impriſonment, wou'd abate their Cou- 
rage, confiſcated their Eſtates; and charg'd the other Chri- 
ſtians that had not renounc'd the Faith, with the Mainte- 
nance of them and their Families. But theſe poor People 
being in no Circumſtance to defray ſuch Expences, the Bi- 
ſhop and Jeſuits were forc'd to take that Concern upon them- 
ſelves. Theſe cruel Severities made many of the Chriſtians 
half reſolve to leave the Country, and nothing cou'd have hin- 
der'd it, but the Hazard of looſing the Crown of Martyr- 
dom, and the Fear of ſcandalizing the Faithful, as if the Apr 

| prehenſion 
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prehenſion of Death had put them upon this Flight. One of 
this Number was a certain Convert Bone. This Man had fo 
fionate a Deſire of Shedding his Blood for Jeſus Chriſt, that 
fe eren Petition'd the Officers for it, as a ſignal Favour. - © 
In the mean while the Jeſaits were hard at work to get 
Speech with the Priſoners, and. at laſt brought it about. 7585 
of theſe Japonian Religious diſguiſing himſelf like a Peaſant, 
ſtole into the Priſon with the Chriſtian that carryd them their 
Meat. He found them all ſo well ſatisfy*d, and ſo earneſt to 
fufer Martyrdom chat the Time ſeem'd long till their, Vows 
were accompliſh'd. . Amongſt. the reſt there were two Chil- 
dren, betwixt ſix and ſeven. Years of Age. Their Parents to 
train them up for Combat, us d often to Tay, Childrey, the Ex- 
ecutioners are coming to cruciſy Den. They I cut of .» 1. Hands N 
and rip up your Bellies; have you Cour e to, far, aſe Torments 
for the Love. of. Jeſus, Chriſt ? The Children ànſwer d, Ty u- 
ld not the: Torments of the: Body, provided their Souls went to Ha 
vey, The Japoniax heard all this Diſcourſe, much to his Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction. lid S ee Dao ads ot rs 
What yet added to his Joy, was, that in theſe” three Days- 
he ſtay'd at Jateuxiro, one of the | Thirteen, that renounc'd fis 
Faith, becoming truly Penitent for his Fault, preſented' him» 
ſelf before the -Governour's Lieutenant, and proteſted he woud 
expiate his Crime by the Effuſion of his Blood; praying and + 
beſeeching him to enroll him amongſt the Priſoners, and to 
treat him in the ſame Manner as he did the Reſt; he did it 
after ſo generous a Manner, that the Lieutenant, was.content to 
pleaſure him in the Requeſt. - nee 


- 


Sufferings, tho' never ſo ſmall, grow hard and intolerable Joachim 


with Length of Time. What theſe poor Priſoners endur' d 


was enough to daunt the moſt reſolute Mind, but the long Gf. due : 
Continuance made them in a Manner inſupportable. They had Prien. 


now laid two Years rotting in this horrid Dungeon; when 


Joachim, what with the Corruption of the Air, and what witk 
ill Dyet, fell Sick. The Jeſuits of Arima ſo ſoon as they had 
Notice of it, ſent one of their Prieſts ia diſguiſe to his Re- 
lief: He ſtole into Jateuxiro by, Night, and was conducted by 
2 Chriſtian thro* the Guards into the hideous Priſon ; here 
they receiv'd him like an Angel ſent from Heaven. All wept. 
for Joy, and made their Confeſſion to him. The ſick Man 


(who before, thro? the Violence of his Diſtemper, was much 
out of himſelf) in the very Inſtant that the Father arriy'd,. 
became ſenſible. He made a. moſt exact Confeſſion; and after 

| that, 
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that, a Profeſſion of his Faith before the reſt of the priſoner 
which he wrote with his own Hand, before they took him Pri. 
„ 27907 8 23 
. The Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, beg True above all Truth, aua Pure abou 
all Purity, 1 always made it my Prayer toGod that he won d give me Grat 
To preach it to the blind Infidels of Japan. This Deſire daily improving ; 
my Heart, it plear'd God to honour me with Impriſonment for hit 

| > a fire 1 7 71 11 Ker tc was born. I em 
the Orraſſon with all my Soul, praying the glorious Queen of Heaven 
that . 6 Sees br” = Som, "that I woes Gong conflan 
in h Service, and ] hope he ll give "mit (Grace to | all Kind 
ſand Pleces. He put this Proteſſion of his Faith into the 5 
thers Hands, and two Days after died very happily in the 
Priſon. His Body was conducted by Water to Arima," and 
entertd in the 'Jeſairs Houſe near the holy Martyr Don F 
who duffer'd three Years before for his Faith. The other tw, 
Gifiaques were condemn'd to perpetual Impriſonment. We 
mall ſee in the proper Place, the glorious End of their Laboun 


and Sy 1 98. ry, of nel Sis , 8 
Dm Mel. In the mean While well recount the Martyrdom of on 
chior Bu- Melchjor Bugendono, or Bugenocami, Lord of Miri in the Kings 


Sendono dom of Aqui, which happen'd in Auguſt 1805. His Valour 
* and warlike Atchievements, his Quality and Fortune, the yaſ 
Faith, Extent of his Knowledge, bis Addreſs in Management of A., 
fairs, his coutteous and obliging Behaviour, his ſtrong and cloſt 
Reafonitig in ' Diſcourſe, and the other excellent Qualities d 
his, Mind, por him the Reputation of the moſt renown'd Caps 


| tain, and ableſt Miniſter of State, in all Morindono's Court. He 
| Uiv'd for eighteen Years together, in the publick 'Profeſſiot 
Aud Exerciſe of the Chriſtian Religion. He conſtantly affected 
a2 Devotion to our Lord's Paſſion, diſciplin'd himſelf | every 
Friday to Blood, and zealous to the laſt Degree of Suffering 
after his Example, an opprobrious, and painful Death. "His 
greateſt Pleaſure was to converſe with ſome of the Fathers, 
about the Methods of perfecting himſelf in the Service of God, 
and in Deſpite of all the Tricks and Practiſes of the Bonzes, he 

hinder'd the Fathers of Amanguchi from being baniſh'd out of 

the Town. N | 

Tho' Aorindono had a real Eſteem for his Perſon, at the 
fame Time being infinitely averſe to Religion, and knowing he 
was their Head, and main Support, without any Regard to 

his excellent Qualities and former Services, reſolv'd to w ke 

| M 


* 


hic off, and then baniſh all the Chriſtians out of his States. 
He ſent then by ſome of his Courtiers, to let him know, that 
he would be glad to have him renounce this foreign Religion, 
and return again to the Worſhip of the Cami and Foroquer. 
Don Melchior reply'd to the Deputies, that he was ready to 
Ccrifice all for his Majeſty's Service, Religion only excepted, 
which alone could render him eternally happy. Morindano offen- 
led at this Anſwer, ſent Word back, that unleſs lle gave him 


his Satisfaction, he muſt Expect to try. the Length of his So- 
reraign's: j Difpleaſare. lchior who ſaw ME they levelPd 
at his Lite, being infinitely defirons to ſhed' his Blood for Jeſis 
brit, pray d the Meſſengers to return this Anſwer: Sir, If you 
ve reſals/d. to pat me. te Death for my, Faith, let nie thy, e 
WHajeſty will order them, to drag me thro all „ and public 
F of Amanguchi,, with, 4 Rope. about n Neck, and « Hiya - 
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Wo make Proclamation as we pass, that Pm treated in this Numer, 
Wor profeſſong the Chriſtian Nals. 
The King upon this Meſſäge, was. tranſported to that De- 
ee of an impetuous Rage, that nothing cou n 
im from diſpatching him i ee e er, 8 


endering him{elf-ſaſpeQed. to the other, Princes 6f Her for 
ing, king ot a Man of that diſtinguiſh'd' Rank and Quality. He 
our, other d his Paſſion then for that Time, but hearing after 
valt Wards that Dayfufema had let fall ſome ſharp: Ree ons on. 
A Freachers, and inform'd by a Bente, who, was che chief 
lol Pinter of State, that the Princes were order d to expel all 
s of Wc ſuits out of their Dominions, he baniſbd the Father then re- 
Gaps fog Amanguc hu, for ever out of his Kingdom. As for Don 
He cer, he did not pet believe himſelf ſufficiently, authotis d, 
ſon e attempt an his Life. as eee; 
gel He labour'd four Tears together, what by Promiſes, and'what 
ery e Threats, to bring him to his Lure. But Don elt ass 
ring aſwer was ſtill the ſame; Story; ovet. again; he was, ready 
His crifce his Life, and his All, tor, his; Majeſty's Service,'Reti- 
ers, gion only excepted. 500 3 Ji 6 * 21 1 2 | 4 * 1 1255 
0d, In the: mean — there happen d a Quarrel betwixt tuo of 
he tde Courtiers, each form'd a Pals Party, and both were tea- 
ol to fall on, if Don Auslabien by, tus wanted Prudence, nag gat 


| Nate! | 
mterpoag'd; and made up the Difference, 241 s, Action 8 t. h m | 
o much Reputatlonnat᷑ Court, that the King grew jealous of 
dim, and reſoly'd to take him off privately, leaſt. the, People 
to FW ſou'd riſe and attempt to reſcue him. © © 


| On 
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On the Feaſt of our Lady's Aſſumption, he orderd' a Regi. 

8 ment of a Thouſand Men to march and inveſt his Houſe 4 

Faugi, one of the ſtrongeſt Holds of that Kingdom. Being ar. 

riv'd before the Place, one of the Bonzes and another Een 

tleman went in, and demanded Hoſtages of him in the King 

Name. This was done to hinder the Criminal from ſtanding 

in his Defence, for by the receiv'd' Laws of Japan, if a'Cri 

minal makes Oppoſition, or attempts an eſcape, the Hoſtage i 

are all to ſuffer: with him. Don A ichior who law very wal 

he was a loſt Man, gave them his Son and Nephew for Plea. 

757 and finding the Houſe was ſtill under Guard, prepar'd hin 

elf for Death. . | %% ·1ð²Ü,Üꝛ OO 

Next Morning two Officers came to tell him he was c 

demgd to die, and delirer'd him his Sentence in writing. D 

Melchior read it very attentively, and did not ſo much uf 

change Colour the whole Time, 12 he was innocent oi 

all that was laid to his Charge, beſides that of profeſſing tel 

Chriſtian, Religion. That done, he preſented them with a C 

gra ing they, wou'd bind and drag him before Aſorindono, wif 

luffer What Kind of Death he would pleaſe to appoint, fork 

infinitely; deſir'd to ſuffer . contumely for 'Jeſws 'Chriſt. * Tl 

Officers extiorted- him to die like a Man of Honour, and mil 

„ Belly in the Form of a Croſs, promiſing to honour hin 

after his Death in a particular Manner. Don Melchior tall 

them he wou'd. have nothing to do with their Honours, Heli 

reſaly'd to die not like a deſperate Fapomias, but as becani 

a good Chriſtian, in Obedience to the Providential Appoint 

This ſaid, he withdrew into another Room to dreſs himſelf 

and tying the Reliquary about his Arm, return'd again to th 

Officers, in order to Suffer. He fell proſtrate before a PiQun 

aof our Lady and Saviour, and recommending his Soul to G0 

One of the Officers ſtruck off his Head, and fo went away with i 

to Morindono. Fhe barbarous and bloody Prince not yet ſatisfy 

with the Death of this Servant of God, order'd that his Wik 

Children, and Nephew ſhou'd all be Maſſacred, and the! 

Bodies 'burnt to Afhes, which was done accordingly. Ti 

finiſh tne Work, he put to death his Son in Law alſo, wit 

was'a Chriſtian, and a hundred and fifty and upwards of it 

Servants. The Biſhop of Japan took Informations of this glorios 
Martyr, and ſent them to Rome. * | 
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The Death of the Saints, without Diſtinction or Exception The Mars, | 
of Perſons, is always precious in the Sight of God; and there- dl. 
fore to the Death of this illuſtrious Perfonage,' we may joyn mien. * 
that ofa poor blind Man call'd Damien, who RaPd' wirh "his 
Blood, the Faith he had profeſs'd, and taught for many Years. 

He was  Natiye of Sacay near Aeaco, and receiv'd Baptiſm, in 

the Year 1585 at Amangurhi. Before his Converſion; he us d 

to go from Door OY playing on a kind of Fiddle; and 
telling old Stories for a lively-hood; as is uſual. to moſt blind 
Beggars in thoſe” Parts. Being naturally eloquent, and witty, 

his Company was very taking. So' ſoon' as he was initiated 
with the holy Sacrament of Baptiſm, he became more knowing 

in the Myſteries of our Faith than'auy other” Chriſtian there 
abouts, and being Zealous at the ſume Time, de went from 
Houſe to Houſe uhder Colpur of diverting the People, with 

his old Stories and ridiculous Tunes, but in Effect to explicate 

to them the grand Myſteries of our Faith, and did it with fo 

Seu See e eee were ee 


- 

1 
- ö 9 «A. > 4 . 19 
1e Dont er aan 


upon it. EN 4 
| Ain Concert with one of the Jeſuits; that govern'd: 
the Church o Amun, to inſtru 


9. — 


"He bone i Coticert with ans of ut 
ne. 0 f 1 | the Chriſtians, and 
extend the . ſus Chriſt. But tllis Father being ba- 
niſh'd by * | _ W forc d Dy = whole 
Charge upon himſelf, preaching without intermiſſion, baptizing, 
ming Int wok; the Sick, burying the” Dead; in. 
Word, doing all the Offices of à Zeatons Miſſioher. What 
moſtly commended his Sanctity to the World, was that abſolute 
Power over the Devils, chaſing them out of poſſefs'd Perſons 
by Way of Authority and Command. ' 0: 0 
Morindono h 2 of his Proceedings, and ſolicited by the 
Bonzes to beat down' thi of the Church, diſpatch'd 


\ 


s Supp 
two Commiſſaries for” Meg under Pretence of ſeizing on 
the late Don | Afelchior”s Eſtate, but in real Truth, to put 
old Damien to Death. Tie Commiſſaries atriv'd there on the 
19th of Auguſt, and took Lodgings in Don Melchior's Houſe, 
ordering Damien to come thither to them about ſome Buſineſs. 
The blind Man eaſily penetrated” into their Deſigns, and 
tranſported, at the ſame Time, with the Thoughts of ſheddin 
his Blood for Jeſus Chriſt, waſt'd his Hands and Face, an 
taking Leave of his Wife, march'd out in the Company of 
— other Chriſtians, in order to ſurrender himſelf to the 
eg | 


i 
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8 © ded him in the King's Name, to ahjure The Chitin Pan: Relighn, 
promiſin vg him conſiderable Penſions, an Eguipage for a Gentle, 
a 


| the Excellency and Truth of the : Chriſtian Reli 5 clearing 


Chriſtian Religion, lighted off bis Horſe, and Fall 4 his 
Raees, declar'd he found a ſenſible Weed er his b or 
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So ſoon as he came to the Commiſſaries Lodgi 


man, a fair Houſe, and all Things beſides, that he 
deſire, and Death without Mercy, if he did not immediatly 
obey. Damien without ever ballancing upon the Choice, anfivery 
— il enerous Wannen, Gentlemen, Jou propeſe unto me te 
firange | 118 4 happy Life and an ignaminious Death, by 
Things are left to my Choice, I freely. pitch upon the Lana, 
— h — rather die, than enjoy all theſe. air Advant ages you 
nom offer. me. This aid, he —— a. handſome Diſcourſe, of 


all their Objections with fo, much Satisfaction + hat e Judges 
were in admiration at him. 

But being Men that reliſh'd the World, more than the 
Salvation of their own Squls, and. conſtant in his 
Reſolutions, they condemn'd him to die, and the, Execptin | 


to be done -immediatly, for fear the Chriſtians if 42 
Hint of it, ſhou'd 2 a 1 — or at leaſt rg 7 1 


the Country, to ſettle & Towards ; "then 
they mounted him. on M915 * and e ta by Towk 

light to the River, ſide, to the common Place of enden 
I, ( ſaid Damien to the Soldiers). I perceive you are lead; 
me to Execution for my, Faith. 5 * Wen the Guards) # 


King, will have it ſa, . 24 ding the late Proclamation, 
whereby all. F 2 Fro the Kingdom, yon had | 
2be 74 . 1 9. had ad and. pred the, Go . 22500 bit | 

f 


Majeſty's expreſs * 


Damien _— 1 was condem nd to die for, pro feſſing the 


or ou 

he was thought worthy, to, 5 his Bl 
Chriſt. Then he begg d le. Time, to prepare himſelf, 45 
ſo. fell to his Prayers fi . vocally,. and then -interiourly, by 
Way of profound Contemplation. That done, he ſtretch'd out 
his Neck, and the Executioner took up his Sabre, offering at 
the ame Time (as many credible Witneſſes deposd upon Oath 
before the Biſhop of Jaa) to ſpare his Life in Caſe he wou'd 
renounce his Faith, which he generouſty refus'd, profeſſing him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian to his laſt Breath. Thus died the devout, Das. 
mien, in the four and fiftieth Year. of his Age, and five, and 
twentieth of his Converſion. And now ſince God was pleasd; 


to chooſe amongſt ſo many Idolaters a poor blind Muſician = 
© 
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the Light of his Church, we may well try out with St. Frrer, Att. 10. 
In very Deed ¶ perceive that God is riot mn Excepter of Perſons, bur 35. 
in -_ Nation he that fears him, and works Tuſtice, i; acceptable 
to * e e Dran een 

The Executioners knowing the King had a Mind to have * 
his Death kept private, cut the Body all to Pieces, and threw 
them partly into the Sea, and Fun, into the neighbouring 
Foreſt, to prevent the Chriſtians from finding the Relicks, but 
this notwithſtanding, his Head and Arms were both found and 
conveyed to Nanyaſaqui, where they were honourably interr'd 
in the Jeſuits Church: | el £3 

During this Perſecution at Amumguci, the Chriſtians of A. De be- 
ace, Fuximi and Ozaca enjoy d a moſt profound Peace: Theſe 5 > 
three Towns ate the moſt confiderable, and beſt Peopled in SA 
all Japan, and by Conſequence, capable above all others to | 
diſperſe the Light of the Goſpel, thre” the whole Empire. 
Meaco was the uſual Seat of the Dayri, Fuximi the Metropo- 
lis of the Empire, where the Cube kept his Court. Oxaca in- 
deed auen it in Bulk, and nothing ſhort of it in Dignity 
neither, becadſe Hdeyori the preſumptive Heir of the Empire 
kept his conſtant Reſidence; there. Moſt of the Quality in all 
theſe three Places, went frequently. to viſit the Jeſuits, and ſee 
the Mathematical Inſtruments, which they" brought over with 
them from Europe. The Fathers took D to 
preach and catechize before them in the Church, r had 
a good Effe: For in the Year vas They be . at Menue 
(deve? Children) 318, 215 alfo at Fim, and 260 more at 


Aa. KEE E A n n ** 
It wou'd be, egdlefs Labour to reckon up remarkable 
Thing that happen d in theſe three Towns. This notwith- 
ſtanding, I can't but take Notice of the Courage and Reſolu- 
tion of a Child that was hardly us'd for embracing the Faith. 
He had with him a Companion about ſome twelve Fears of 
Age. Going one Day together in the Fate Church at Ozz- 
ca, they apply'd themſelves to the Father, humbly requeſtif 
to be baptiz'd, The Father finding them ſerious in the De- 
mand, ask'd them if they were ſufficiently Inſtructed? N 5 
told him they had b joel aſſiſted at the Leſſons in thi 
Church, and knew enough to quail them for that Sacrament. 
Go then (reply'd the Father) an if you perſevere conſtantly in theſe 
A ann. TI grant your Requeſt. In the mean while return home, 
and come to me ſome other time. The Children inſpir'd by the 


Ex AS. IAF 


*_ 


Holy Ghoſt, fell on their Knees, conjuring him with Tears in 
| | U 2 | | their 


— 0 
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their Eyes, to baptize them without more ado. The Father 
was. touch'd to- the: Heart with their Tears: However, - far 
farther Tryal of their Conſtancy, and withall to take other 
neceſſary Precuations, reply'd, Ten ſay there's nothing to hinder 
you from receiving holy Baptiſm, but have you leave of your Pa- 
rents ? I'm afraid not, otherwiſe they wou'd have ſent. fo along 
with you. The Children ſaid they had, proteſting they wow 
not ſtir from thence, till he had made them Chriſtians... The 
Father aſtoniſh'd at ſo much Reſolution, began to examin them 
in their Belief, and finding them ſufficiently. InſtruQed, and 
endu'd with Senſe much above their Age, was forc'd to yield to 
their Deſires, and baptiz'd them both. 0 

It's not to be expreſsd what Joy they felt in their Souls at 


the Infuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, who then took poſleſſion of 
their Hearts. The younger of them meeting one Day with 


the ſame Father, begg'd a PiQure of him to hang in his Wl 
Room. The Father believing it not convenient to expoſe 
ſuch Things before the Family who were all Heathens, defir{ 
his Excuſe ; however by one Way or other a Picture was pur- 
chas'd, and he went joyfully Home to ſet it up in his Cham. 
ber, placing it almoſt in publick View. His Father going in 
one Day, and perceiving it, .cry'd out; What's. this Jon ith 
ſts ild) 1 

Con- 


Cheat ? Are you turn d Chriſtian * Tes Sir (replyd the 
am jo by the Grace of God, and thought you had given me yaur 
ſent. Sirrah (continu'd his Father) 7 gave you Leave to for- 
Lale the Worſhip of the God ? Either adore the Camis and Fo- 
toques immediately, or: Il take off your, Head. The Child with: 
out the leaſt Surpriſe, anſwer'd modeſtly again : Tou may diſpoſe 
of me Sir, a you pleaſe, Here take my Poniard, and. ſtrike f my 
Head. if you have a Mind, for I'm reſolvd to live dd die 4 
r 
_ The Father at theſe Words, foaming with Anger fell upon 
him, tore off his Cloths, ſtripp'd him naked, hung him over a 
Beam, and whipt him unmercifully, repeating again and again 
as he laid on; Wor't you adore the Camis 75 Fotoques ? Wor't 
you. renounce the Chriſtian Religion? The Child without fo much 
as once complaining, the whole Time; cry'd out, He both ws 
and wou'd continue a Chriſtian to bis laſt Breath. With that, the 
barbarous Parent redoubled his Blows, and gave not over, till 
the poor Infant was all in gore Blood; but finding he cou'd 
make no Impreſſion on him, return'd him his Shirt, leaving him 
in this Manner expos'd to the Cold, which then was very ſe⸗ 


vere ;, above all, his Relations and Friends came and inſulted 
over 


( him in his Miſery. / He ſuffer d all, theſe Hardſhips. with- | 2, 
— bt his Mouth, anſwering their Affronts by a — * pro- | 


er found Silence, and Patience. The Father equally, aſtoniſh'd 
der and out of Countenance, went to diſcharge his Fury on a 
"a Neighbouring Chriſtian, whom, he ſuſpected to be inſtrumental 
ong ia his Son's Change; threatning to baniſh him out of the Country. 


In the: mean while one of the Fathers of Oxaca, made Appli- 
cation to the Governour, begging he wou'd interpoſe and ſtop 
the Fury of this barbarous Parent. The Governour did ſo; 
he ſent for him, and told him, he had taken his Son and the 
W Neighbouring Chriſtian under his Protection, which put an End 
to that Perſecution, The Conſtancy of this Child made the 
Heathens themſelves confeſs, that whereas. Wiſdom was for- 
merly the Portion of the Blders only, now by Force of Chri- 
tian Religion, young Children were wiſer than old Men them- 
ſelves. Thus Cod perfects his Praiſes. out of the Mouths of 
little ones, making! them Proof againſt all the Cruelties of the 
moſt barbarous Tyrants. 4 e 
We have ſeen: the ſad Adventure of Conſtantine King of Conta 
ige, his baſe cowardly. Humour, his frequent Apoſtaſias, and tine King 
diſdlute Manner of Life, and how ſeverely Ge 4 Bunge 
W infidelity. The next Thing is to ſhew you a rare Example of 4. 
W his Penance, and the wonderful Clemency of God towards an | 
W unfortunate Child, of a'devout Parent. Don Simon Condera ha- | 


a SFF. SaA5 


1 ving ſpar d him his Life, which he defervedly forfeited by bis Ii 
„Conduct, he was baniſt'd (as is ſaid). from the Cubes Court, | 
tb. and condemn'd to perpetual Exile in the Kingdom of Deva, on 
ol the remoteſt Frontiers of Japan. He led there a melancholly | 


>S 


Life, but after the King of - Devs's: Diſgrace, he grew more 
contemptible than ever. For being oblig'd to ſhare Fortune 
with that unhappy Prince, he was reduc'd to ſuch Streights, 
that he had not even common Neceſſaries for. Life befides 
what was ſent him by the Fathers of the Society, and ſome 
other Chriſtians, Who ſery'd formerly under his Father Don 
cg. Now Affliction giving "Underſtanding, he grew ſenſiv, | 
die of his Crimes under theſe Chaſtiſements. Don Simon Con- 
dera got him reconciPd to the Church before his Baniſhment, 
but this laſt Diſgrace, gave the finiſhing Stroke to his Con- 
verſion, he acknowledg'd the Hand of God in all his Misfor- 
tunes, and in Lieu of murmuring againſt Providence, he bore 
all his Croſles with heroical Reſolution, Praiſing Almighty God 
for bringing him back to his Duty by theſe paternal Correcti- 
ens, offering up his Sufferings in Satisfaction for his . 

| and 
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_ mottifying his Body by Sonia] lng and bloody Dit 
—_ - 77S 24:55 01700 2:44 0oqo 
2 he Fathers pray'd him to moderate his Penances, and a» 
murther himſelf 3 ' but his Crimes (he cryd) were 6 
enormous, that no Penance was enough to attone for them. 6 
wore every Day in Lent, and many other Days beſides, a coy 
Hairſhirt, or Cord 'ty'd ſtreight about his Body, -this 
gether with Faſting, and bloody Diſelp ines, brought 
him ſo weak, that he fell into a Fever, which took him 
in few Days, Perceiving his end to approach, he receiv'd u 
the Rites of the Church. That done, he bleſ'd and praict 
the Goodneſs of God, for letting him die a Member of the 
holy Church, fo yielded ap his Soul to- God, five Years :aftg 
his Baniſhment and Penance, and 1605 from the Birth of Cy 
A memorable Example of the juſtiee and Mercy of God; 


his Juſtice to an Apoſtate Prince; and of his Mercy towar hi 
et Penitent. Every one attributed his Converſion 1 
appy Death, to the Prayers of King Francs his Father, au 


3 
S 


f 
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the Vows of the Jets, who never ceasd in all their Sacris- 
ces, Prayers, and Penances, to intercede for the Salvation 
this unfortunate Prince, whoſe Father had done o many gau 
Offices to the Church, beſides his Charities to their Society, proli 
tecting and maintaining it to his laſt Breath. . + +4 -'i8 
The Life The fame Year alſo died Princeſs Maxencs, Niece to Dull 
end Death Cynſtantine, and Daughter of one of the s, who was oe 
of Maxen- of the principle Officers in the Dayri's Ocuft. Wien Tas 
to Don ma ſtripp'd her Uncle of the Kingdom of Bunge, her Grandi 
Conftan- ther who was paſſionatly fond of her, took her along with 
tine. him to Nangaſaqui. She was then only Seven Years of A 
At Twelve, ſhe found a ſtrong Inclination in her ſelf, to make 
a Vow of Chaſtity. Her Grandfather and Director whom i 
advis'd with upon the Matter, both diſſwaded her from it 
till ſhe grew up farther in Years, but ſhe was ſo' very preſſig 
and importune with them in the Matter, that they were forc( 
to yield to her Deſire: On Condition, that ſhe wou'd nd 
cut off her Hair, nor wear any other Habit beſides the com 

mon. | 

Maxenca tranſported out of her ſelf with Joy, for having a0 
compliſh'd her Deſires, made a Vow privately at the Foot d 
the Altar. That done, looking upon her ſelf as the Spouſe did! 
Chriſt, ſhe thought ſhe was oblig'd to love him more than alles 
the World beſides, that were not under Tye of ſuch a Vo. rte 
She began then by encreaſing the Number of her Prayers, Mor- im: 
a wfications, Wi 
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aments, made conſtantly three Meditatious every Da 
* ſuch Satisfaction in ſpiritual reading, that dr could 
ot hold from Tears, nor forbear expreſſing her Comfort in 

ger very Countenanſe. 73H 0665) 
She never affected or lov'd any Sort of allowable. Diverſions. 
her Pleaſure was to ſpeak of God and his Saints, particu 
Wrly of the bleſſed. Virgin, whom ſhe lov'd with ſo ſoſt a, Ten- 
erneſs, that ſhe could not even look a her Picture with- 
Wat melting into Tears of Devotion. Three Days before, and 
Free Days after hers, and her Son's Feaſts, ſhe faſted with Bread 
Wd Water; the {ame alſo. ſhe did on thoſe. of other Saints; 
ich ſhe was devoted to, She faſted; rigoronfly; both Lent 
ad Advent. Several Days before Chriſtmas, ſhe ſlept on a Sraw 
Wat, in Imitation of the Child Jes that was laid in Hax. 
Wat theſs Penances running at laſh to Exceſs, her Confeſſbr at 
e Batreaty of Friends, was foro d to moderate: them. 
Alter holy Communion, ſhe remain'd often for an Hour's Space: 
it were wrapt in a Kind of Extaſy. The ſame-alſohapnen'® 
ver in Time of holy Mas, She would gladly - been 
a like thoſe: Women in Jan that | renounce the: World 
Wt finding her Parents would not condeſcend ſhe pray'& to be - 
bited one Day at- leaſt like a Beggar, which was; | pros of 
e pro- 


PP 


Waviog then theſe tatter'd Garments in her Hands,. 


FS 4TH I2TTY 125 FY EE: 


Head, thank'd the Mother of God for clothing ber in her: 
N very, tho for one Day 3 . mi is u eon . 
[ paſs over her ſeveral V and other remarkable Inſtances 
her Sanctity, to come to her Death. Being waſted away 
th long Penance, and Faſting, ſhe fell ſick, ſuffering for 
onths together, extreme Pains, with moſt invintible nce; 


Hair, ſome eight Days before her Death, which pleas'd her 
the very Heart, as being the Thing ſhe long'd for with 
ateſt Earneſtneſs. Perceiving her Bud to approach, and 
Jirſting to drink of the Chalice: of our Lord, ſhe! pray'd he 
duld let her feel the ſmarteſt Bains, that ever Creature en- 
d in the — a a > = * — 5 

It's impoſſible” to expreſs, hom [ſhe long' d to ſee” Teſs! Chriſt 
d his Reed Mother. A devout Perſon telling her theſe De 
s would ſaddainly be accompliſfi d; her Heart was ſo tranſ- 
rted, that ſne felt no Manner of Pain; ſaying; her Soul was: 
imming in an Ocean of Delights. She entertain'd her: _ 

| Day 


ißcations and Penances. She went more frequently to the ho- 


| x 


* * 
. 
— 


ted before our Lady's Image, and ſetting them devoutiy, an 


ing ſore tormented in her: Head they were forcd to cut off 


152 The Hiſtory of the Church of TAP AN. . 
Day and Night with the Crucifix, and was often heard ta ci 
out, O my moſt ſwert Lord! I beg proſtrate at the Foot of th 
Croſs, that you'll pleaſe to ſave my Soul, which was redeem d by 
precious Blood. At laſt, finding her ſelf to faint away, ſhe fix d hu 
Eyes on Heaven, ſaying, In manu tuas Domine, commenda. Sm 
tum meum, and render'd up her Soul to God. What ſhall wil 
ſay of ſuch a Life, and ſuch a Death? May we not! cry oi 
with thoſe Courtiers, of whom St. Auſtin ſpeaks, that the pon 
the Blind, y Children, and delicate j ſtorm Heal 

by Violence, whilſt our Chriſtians in Europe, deſcend by wh 

Sholes into Hell. Who wou'd not be aſtoniſh'd to ſee Pera 

brought up in the Darkneſs of Infidelity, renouncing the Pia 

ſurès of this World, to pine away in Auſterities and Penanca 

when Chriſtians inſpir'd with ſo clear Lights, prevented w 

ſs" many Graces, laden with ſuch infinite Favours, and anim 

ted by ſo rare Examples, ſet eternal 'Happineſs at nau 
plunging themſelves into the worſt of Diſorders, and pretuli 

ring an imaginary Good, before Thrones of Glory prepar'd vl 

them in Heaven. eee ile ni a S354 

An 2 Before we leave Meaco, it's worth our Remark to ſee 

front of- Sad revenge an Indignity that was there offer'd to the g 

Albach, rions St. rf! the Atchangel. A certain Pagan being gu 

ite upon Buſineſs to Nangaſaqui, found in his Room an Image ii 

and ſcvcre. St. Nic har, having look d attentively upon it for ſome Tin 

Y puniſb d. he drew his Sword, and by a diabolical Kind of Fury fell 

ſtabbing it in feveral Places; ſaying, He would ſee, Wheth 
God would puniſh him for the Outrage. That done, he tod 
Journey Home, but was hardly well got out of the Houle, fl 
Heaven ſtruck him with a ** Sort of Diſtemper, whit 
forc'd him in Torment to his Bed. Then he ſaw, clear 
that the! Hand of God was upon him for his Crime, and-calluy 
for one of 'the- Jeſuits confeſs d his Fault. The Father inſin 
3 /baptiz'd him, and preſently after he recover d N 
ect bono! oft Safe. 5 nod 2 „ F 
The Governour of Nangaſaqui for the Year 1606, was cn 
Tcian a Favourite of the Cubo'ss Father Lewis Cerqueria, ti 
ſecond Biſhop of Jaun, having waited there a long Time f 
an Opportunity to viſit the Cubo, communicated to him his L 
ſign. The Governour who had a mighty Reſpect for this P 
late, offer'd him his Intereſt at Court. Being then one Di 
in Diſcourſe with the Cube, amongſt other Things he /acquall 
ted him with the Dignity of a Chriſtian Biſhop, what Auti 
rity he had over the Chriſtians, how he was reſpected by Fs 
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portugueſe, Wh 


Commerce betwixt the two Nations, and à deal more to this 


Purpoſe z which took ſo well with the Prince, that he was 
eas'd to give the ZFiſhop Leave, to come and viſit him at his 
own Convenience. : | 


lia, gave Advice of it th the Biſbep, and fo embark'd "for te 5; 
12 here} two Days expe ing freſh Iaſtru&ions of an 
V 
C 


02aca, Where he ſtay'd t. ex pe | | 
from Court, Which was then kept at Fim, about a Day's 
ourtiey- from Orca. Several great Lords that were intimate 
with the Cube, ſent to complement him upon his Arrival, and 
Lian furniſh'd bim with the Conyenience of a Sbip as far as 
Meaco The Jeſuits and Chriſtians, receiv'd him there with 
gteat Joy From thence he went to Fuximi, and was conducted 
to the Palace, after the F«ponjan Faſhion, where the Cube did 


him great Honour, treating him as à near Relation of the 


Dayri, a Ceremony, for Perſons of the firſt Rate only. He 
wore alſo that Day his Robes, which are never us'd on 
rand Solemnities. Jo be ſhort, he thankd the Prelate for 
Fis, Vit, ee er his principal Lords to ben him th 
Palace, and Citadel of Him, and Mace. 


. 


at Intereſt he bad to preſerve Peace” and 


apan 
thts t 


ubo. 


"Sick! 2nour done to the Biſhop of Japan in his late Audience, — 


} [9 1 
made the 


* ? 


hriſtians believe, that the Cube wou'd prove 0. 


favourable - to their Cauſe, but theſe Hopes in a Manner Oꝛaca. 


vaniſt'd, by two, unlucky Accidents that happen'd. immediatly 
after. One came by the Death of a Lady of Quality, that dy'd 
Chriſtian. Her Husband who was a Heathen, delir'd the Banze! 
to make, the Funeral after the Faſhion of the Country, but at 
the Prayer and Enttreaty of his Mother in Law ( who was a 
de che * were countermanded, and the Body 
was Convey'd. to the 7 | 

the Exequles in their New Church at Meace, and fo vaſt a 
Concourſe of People ; flock'd thither, that the Benet were all 
ready to burſt; with Anger. They went open Mouth to the 
Cubo, with Complaints againſt the Fathers, and manag'd their 


, 
: 


Point ſo dexterouſly. withall, that he con'd not hold from 


Feſuits Church. The Fathers performd 


expreſlſing his Reſentment upon it. What's more, the Matter 
wou d not have ſtopp'd their neither, if his Favourite Canxuquedono 


had not interpo$'d.; repreſenting to him how much it concern'd 
the Intereſt of Commerce to keep Fair with the Chriſtians, 
that this petty Diſturbance was meer Envy and Spite in the 
Bonzes againſt theſe Religious, that he muſt not wonder, when 
they came from the other World to teach his Subjects the 
Law of the true God, if they did their utmoſt to — on 

X | + = Debgn 


* 


754 


Father 
Alexan- 


lignan 
dics. 


* * 
- 


Gods, made Complaint of it to the Cubo. The Prince to pleaſure 


der Va- Fruit of their Apoſtolical Labours. The firſt was 


The Sfx of, e JAPAN. 
Deſign, moſtly, ſince the, pgoreſt Benze in all Japan, affed 
ale more than to 1 ave man Followers of a ted 
Way of reafoning.appeay' the cube and laid the Storm. 
The other Accident, was much the worſe of the "Two. 
Prince Fideyor?s Mother diſpleas'd with ſome Ladies of the 

ge receiving Baptiſm without her Conſent, at the ſame 
Time irr'd.u by the Bones, to revenge the Quarrel of the 


* 


the Lady, and bew what Concetn be had for her Perfog, 
commanded the Governour of Ox aca, to publiſh the following 
Proclamation, and fix it in all Places of the Town. 
Uboſama hearing that Several of his Subjects contrary to the l 
9 Edict, have embrac d the Chriſtian Religion, is highly offended, 
refore let all Officers of his Court. be careful to 25 his Orden 
obſery'd, Moreover he thinks it neceſſary for the Good of the Stats, 


_ 4 


that none fhoud embrace that new Law, and for ſuch as hau 
already done it, let them change immediately. upon Notice hereef 
The 24th of the fourth Moon. * ©" 
This Proclamatiog put the Chriſtians in a general Conſterns 
Yion, but obſerving it was, not couct'd. in, the ordinary Still 
of the Court, and withall that it was publiſt'd only, to cala 
the paſſion of an exaſperated Woman, the Fright went of 
What's more, the very Heathens themſelyes made no Account Ml 
of it; infomuch that the Fathers baptiz'd this Year 1606 
oe, Eight thoufagd, without reckaning little Children into 
Oo CO Cotes ene 
The Arrival of Father Rodriguez, -Interpreter to the lat 
and preſent Emperour, 10 75 much to ſettle theſe Diſorders; 
for coming to Court to inform the Emperour of the Miſcar- 
riages at Sea in the laſt phy We preſented him in the 
Name of Father Provincial with a, ſtriking Clock, that mark 
the Courſe of the Sun and Moch. The . Cuba was infiglth 
taken with ſo Fee and order d he Clock to. 
ſet up in one of the Towers of the Citadel of Faxing, ſo that 
NE T7. ET, 3 
They reckon'd this, Year 'in Japan 124: Religious of the 
Society of Jeſus, but two of theſe died and went to eh 
at her 
Zachary Campion, Native of Placenza in Traly. He taught former 
Divinity at Macao in China, and died ſeventeen Days after 
his Arrival in Japan. The other was Father Alexander Valigna 
Provincial and Viſuer of Japan, the ſame that conducted to Goa, 
the. four Embaſſadors that were ſent to Rome. He x 
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truly an hne dne I erſona ng Xi mpler; re ij Rn: 


mous at, 0 Indies, 
1 and Fen nal Services to th he. 


ant 7a 1 


by. his . Superiour's Orders, in a 
Me N it his Whole Buſineſs to furniſh it w; 


f, to extend the Empire of Jeſs Cbni ly, he went 
ny 125 artly. to iſe i [ : Father N rl cee 
the newWẽ nverts, . aying . Leave from the , 
where he pleas' 2d a Favour, granted to few. 2 115 thoſ 9 55 a 
a Word, notwithſtanding his, great Years, and beck 


ing 250 Nr 


= men. 
He govern d all the Indies in Quality of * 55 found 2 
fink where planes and Colleges, and 3 Tad fatigatl 30 


he was preparing to penetrate, farther into 
dur d "Be Wi Will = The 


of the Eaſt, od wa messe 0 acceh 
Deed, as happen'd heretofore to St. Francis calli 
to Heaven, recompence his Labours. Few 9 olical 
vete morè eſteem'd in their Life 3 or maß lamented 12 
their Death, then "yy Chg 60h 1857 , * ** 
The Superiours the ety, | IRC great a 8, 
ſent 1 of their Religious on board a Portugueſe Veſſel 


A Storm 


calm'd | by 
4 Vow 10 


bound for Japan. Coming betwixt the Straits of Chins and. this the Bleſſed 
Iſaad there aroſe ſo furious a Tempeſt, that, they. were forcid Virgin- 


to caſt Part of the Merchant and proyiſion over board. 
The Wind tore all the Sails to Pieces, the Top Gallant only 
excepted, and The Ship was ſo beat, that the very Keel of 
her was Aber to be ſeen. The Faſſengers and Mariners 
Fasc. all fo 8 Men LON to our 
ui, t in et this Danger, 
they vad 85 = Proceſſion from the Port to the Church, with 
the Sail on their Shoulders, and leave it there before the 
Image of our Lady for a ſtanding Monument of ſo ſignal a 
Dehverance. They no ſooner made the Vow, but the Wind 
chopp'd about, the Storm calm'd, the Ship turn d right upon 
her Keel, and they . happily made the Port of Nangaſuqus, 
the Eye of the Bleed Virgin: Aſfamption. All the — 9 
Paſſengers perform'd: their Vow with great Devotion, walking 
thro* the Streets, and, moſt of them bare-foot, with the Sail on 
their Shoulders. 

There are many other memorable. Adiions of the Chriſtians, 
and viſible Inſtances of „ Providence over his People, 
which Pm forc'd to paſs by, for Fear of ſwelling my Work 
beyond the limited Found: Particulars, I know affect the 
* more than Things in * however I muſt be forc'd 

co 


agb Tze Hiſtory of the Churchof AP AN. 

© © *Gyerlotik ſeveral rare Examples of Vittne, ipt Fear of checking 
eme Certain vice Palates, that ſeem better pleasd with the 
Ideas 5 tin Fete it Kit. e22eaT 


Father Phe" the Cubt Nemec favourable enough to the Fathers 9 
Provinci- tie Society, and receiv'd” the Biſhop and Father Redriguez with 
at viſits te uſual Marks of his Eſteem, ſtill he wou'd not revoke the 
we Cubo EA iets againſt them, but on the contrary declar'd more than 
once, that” he had no Mind that any of his Subjects mod 
turn Christians, and this was the Reaſon that no Superiour 
cod have Acceſs to him. It's true he gave F Father 
Fallfnan to come to Court, and was pleas'd to receive bim 
' after a curteons and obliging Manner, but then he went in 
Quality of Embaſſidor from . the Vice-Rey of the Indies, and 
tho the Provincial ſent every Vear oné of his Religious, t 
complement bim in the Name of the whole Body, this not- 
withſtanding none of the Superiours themfelves had eyer ſeep 
Him to this Day. en een ü OE 
In the Year 1607 he declar'd to the Biſhop in his Audience, 
that in Caſe Father Provincial had a Mind to viſit him, he 
- ſhou'd be very welcome. Several Friends of the Society then 
at Court, ſent Advice of it to the Father, praying him not te 
flip ſo fair an Occaſion of paying his Reſpects to the Cubs, 
The Father humbly thank'd them for their kind Intentions, 
but before he durſt move in that Matter, it was thought 
convenient to have the Opinion of Canzuquedono, the Em- 
perour's Favourite, and great Protector of the Feſuirs. We 
muſt not confound this Canzuquedono with Canzugedono King of 
Fingo; for this Firſt favour'd the Chriſtians on all Occaſions, 
and the Latter a ſworn Enemy to the very Name. This Lord 
then finding the Cube well diſpos'd, wrote to Father Provincial, 
adviſing by all Means to haſten his 2 1 2 
After repeated Prayers and Penances, for good Succeſs of 


— 2 . Hd res es 


1 6 


| — we | 


the Voyage, he ſet out from Nangaſaqui on the 5th, of | May, . 
1607, in his Way for Foqu, Where the Emperour then kept his . 
Court. He paſs'd thro? Meaco, Ozaca, and Fuximi, and was c* 
receiv'd in all theſe Places by the Chriſtians' with particular 

Demonſtrations of Joy. Being arriv'd at Pau, they. preſented 
him to the Cubo, who was pleasd to treat him with a more n 
than Ordinary Civility, for whereas he never uſes ta ſpeak to WF" 
Perſons (of what Rafik and Quality ſoever) when they come r. 
to wait on him, he thank'd the Father over and over again Ml." 
for his Viſit; and when he was gone, ſpoke many Things in - 


His. Commendation before the Nobles, enlarging upon his Autho- 
| N 0 a it 


vityover the Fathers in Chin and Japan, how all theſe. were 


gorern d and directed by his Counſels, how adyantagious' his 


* Chriſtians one and all praisd God for his good Succeſs, and 
d bop'd it might prove wourable to Religion. 4 
ur ee w'd his Kindneſs to the Father; on this Oc- 
> WY calion; for having News that very Day, that the King of Je- 
im quien, who WAS: Natural Son. to the C , was dead, he. ſto pd 


all the Poſts, and took care that the Emperour ſhould not have 
W Notice of it till next Morning, for Fear the Father ſhau'd be diſap-- 
pointed in his, Audience. This young Prince was ſo, tenderly 
beloved by all his Subjects, that eight Gentlemen of his Court 
Wripp'd vp their, Bellies in Form of a Croſs, to accompany him 
Fee . oa ot 
After the Cubs had ſpoke ſo favourably of Father Provincial 


he before the Court, he told Canzuquedono, that ſince he was come as 
en er as Fu, he woy'd be 15 to have him paſs; on to Jede to 
o e bis Son, that was to tucceed him in e 0 - 

„, eafter the Court Mode, aſſurd him (true or falſe), that the 
is rrovincial had the ſame Thoughts when he parted from Nar- 
ti. Then he propos'd to have him ſee the Silver Mines 
al hat were lately diſcover'd in the Kingdom of I, offering to 


nim him with a Ship, which he us d himſelf, and to: ſet 


de a miert, an 

1 owa the moſt, convenient Ports for his embarking. So man 
is, aſtances of the King's particular Favour and Eſteem iafinitly 
4 WP*<joyc'd this good religious Man, but being, not. able to endure 


im in this laſt, becauſe it was purely for his own Satisfaction, 
ind nothing relating to his Service. The. Cube accepted of the 
xcuſe, but at the ſame time commanded Father Roariguez ta 
50 in his Place, and make Report of it to the Provincial. 
Jedo the Capital of Quanto and at that preſent the Metropolis 
f the whole Empire. It lies twelve Days Journey from Mea- 


ne | 
in Nence it's eaſy, to gueſs at its vaſt Extent. Before Dayfuſams's 
in cceſion to the Crown, it was not near ſo conſiderable. In 
o- e Year. 1606. he environ'd it with ſtrong Walls, in. which he, 


employd. 
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Reſidence at. Nangaſaqui prov'd to the State, and ſhew'd the 
Ladies; what Preſents he made him in the Viſit. We do not 
fad them mention d in our Memoirs, but more than. probable, 
they conſiſted altogether of our European Curioſities. The 


great a Fatigue, he pray'd his Majeſty to diſpenſe with - 


De- 


, four from Foqu, and 350 French Leagues from Naugaſagni, odo lle, | 


dn the Frontiers of Japan to the Eaſt. The Cubo having made Capital 
imſelf Maſter of the Tens, left all · Quanto to his Son. The of the Fm 
dtreets of this Town are four French Leagues in Length, and?“ 
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| nploy'd above three hundred thouſand ' Hands. All theKigj 
of Japan have their Palaces here, but that of the R | 
Wipe the reſt. There's nothing but Towers al aig 
Stories high, 1 Pyramid-wiſe, and cover'd at Top with 
Gold; as alfo delicious Gardens, Galleries, Teraſſes, ſpacdot 
Courts, Baſtions, and other magnificent Works, built purpoſe 
for Oftentation and Pleaſure” The Street that fronts the 5. 
lace is upwards of fixty Foot broad, ſet on either Side with Pig 
Trees, which in the Summer Time make a moſt pleaſant Shade 
and beautified with noble Palaces which are all built for th 
1 of the Xogure, when he comes to viſit his Þy WW: 
ther. | | | 0 
On the fame Road alſo ſtands a Mountain of Fire, fam 
for its Beauty, Height, and whirling Flames! It's ſo very u 
that one may fee it three whole Days Journey off. It's rout 
and riſes at Top like a Pyramid. We may properly enough d 
vide it into four Regions. The higheſt is commonly 'toyerl 
with Clonds, the ſecond with Snow, the third with Forreſt 
the fourth (which ſerves by Way of Baſis and Foundation) 
of fo vaſt an Extent, that it confines on three or four diſk 
tent Ringdoms: They have ſeyeral Temples there dedieatsd 
to their Gods. for this Mountain was always in mighty Vene 
ration in Japan, and viſited from all Parts. chiefly in the Mond 
of Auguſt, the Snow an: Yoga all melted, and the Paſſat 
clear to the very - They chooſe the Night-time for tr 
velling in, for the Sight of thoſe deep Precipives in the Di; 
3 be enough to turn their Heads, and make them fal 
enn en ee * 217 70 20 
To return to our Text: After Father Provincial and/Fathe 
Rodrignez. had taken Leave of the Cubo, they went ſtreight t6 
Fedo, and in their Paſſage thro* the Kingdom of Sangami, hid 
a 3 of the Ruines of the famous City of Cumamura, whett 
the Cubo's and  Xogwne's formerly kept their Courts. It's eu- 
rently reported, that there were upwards of two hundred chor 
ſand Houſes in that Town alone, but when theſe Fathers went 
that Way, they were reduc'd to near five hundred. *' © 
ah In the Year 1605, one of the Jeſuits ſearching after new Dil 
al arrive, COveries, run over this whole Country as far as Jedo, which 
et Jedo, , lying on the Extremities of Japan, was hardly well Known 1 
thoſe Days. In all theſe Travels, he ſaw but one Chriſtiah 
and he a was Phyſician. His Wife and Children were all Infidels; 
this notwithſtanding he preſerv'd his Faith uncorrupt, in ti 


Middle of that infidel Nation. He had read over fix Tim 
over 


ated 


that ſome few Chriſtians there, 


I ted by the Cube himſelf ,many thought it w 
Wecution all over Taper, but the Governour upon narrow. Search. 
ending only. ten, Chriſtians, in the whole 1 the Mat- 
ter over, K irging the lnhabitants on Pain of Death 

receive Baptiſin. 


SAS C5 T0835 30% 


| force the Chriſtians 2 a 


gamid ono, 
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over all Grenades Seen and the Guide. of; Sinners tran- 


ted Into TTY and this reading hel nt confir 
te chen in their Faith, that came m Me 19 1 
to viſit him, and to confound” the eto; that h 14 1 3 


W courage to diſpute with him. This good Man hearing that 
ne of the Jeſuits was arriy'd in thoſe Parts, W out to meet 
him with Wo Grp Beads about his Neck, and, kindly invited him to 


his 
e oblig'd the Father to pa i fiito' Jedo, Was a Report 


ood. in Need of Help, as be- 
in Danger of Loſing' both Lives and Fortunes: For the 
A going ſome Time before to viſit his Son, and hearing 


Wethat chere were ſeveral Chriſtians in the Town, command 
che Governour to draw a Liſt of them, and oblige the them either 


quit. their Religion, or the Country. This = being: Gas- 
'onl 5 


be pat in 


b, not to 


One of theſe ten, h n the Cubo and 10 80m. intended to 

enunciation of their Faith, preſen- 
ted himſelf on his own Accord, before the Governour, offering 
to ſuffer any Torments on that Score. Then he prov'd the 
Truth and Sanctity of it, with ſo TG reaſoning, that the 
Governour was aſtaniſt'd at it, and cou d not hol from com- 
mending his Virtne anf Conſtancy. Notwithſtanding theſt 


Broils and Troubles in Town upon the late Edict, the Father 
did not fail to pa his Duty to the Cubo and the young 
ed both receiy'd him kindly, his Buſineſs Won diſpatch'd, and 


oung Prince. 


nn quent him 'with ſome ſmall Rods of Silver, an Offe-, 
ring i vently us d in Japan. 
4 after this, came Father Provincia: with Father 
bog guss, to compliment the Xogure. He . receiv'd him with 
a great deal K Ekewong, being clad in his Robes of State, 
i, thank'd him (as, his Father had done before) for taking 
ſo troubleſome a Journey on his Account. 
The * bad two Gayernours, call Fondaſadbno and S- 
th entire Friends of the Saciety, and Men that 
made it their Buſineſs to train up the young Prince in the 
ſame Perſwaſion.. For greater Honour to the Father, they 
both waited on him to the outermoſt, Hall of the Palace. 
Father Provincial went ſome Days, after to viſit Fee 


$a | ad 
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and after Pays firſt Compliment of Reſpe& was over „he! pray'{ 
kim to, lex. the Au know, chat next to God, nis whok i 
'Buſineſy y on to ſerve his Ma eſt ry to the uttermoſt Extent q 6 
his Pol et that, he ſtudied all the Ways imaginable, to keey 
his Subjects within the Compaſs of their Duty to his Commands 
d to give them à Knowledge, of the true God; that in 7% 
there were infinite, different, and oppoſite Sects, and ev 1e | 
Free to chooſe and folloy which he pleas' d;; all the Fh our the i 
he begg'd at his Hands was, that he would, pleaſe to graut thi 
Jame Toleration for the Law of, God, ſo ede to 9 N 
Sense. and commended by, th Reaſons them ſelves. | 
Fond aſodeno told- him, his bequeſt was, both” a . 
"Juſt, tat his ;Relig ion Was A Pare and holy 1 = | 
4 


"Japan, 0014 really. ſecond, him, as 

ſer ve 4 50 hr A me "white. Ges was his A 
they took. their "Leave. Father Provincial return 100 5 1 5 
Tame Way, but not in the ſame Company, for Father Ri 
ger, went by Sea to view the Silver Mines in Iu,” Broth 

aul was ſtopp'd by the Xogune at Jede, to ſet 'up a tt 

Clock, that was ſent him from Nay Sea and the other Pace 
ſtruck towards. Canzuque, ſome three Days Journey from" 
towards the North, where no Jeſuit had ever been before. HM 
met there ſome Chriſtians, that receiv'd the Faith in the p 
greſſes to Meaco and other Towns of Japan. Every Mai i 
them confeſs'd to this Father, raying he wou'd uſe his Inter 
with the Provincial, to have ſome Prieſt come over thither ona 
a Year, or oftner, to, adminiſter unto them the holy Shen 
ments. 

The Biſbop The Harveſt was great, and the Workmen as few. I 
of you V Biſhop of Japan took true Pains, to cultivate and e thi 
6 © barren Soil. Tn the Year 1607, Nangaſaqui. bling, entire} 

verted he fix'd his Reſidence in that Town. He had [vide 
it before into five Pariſhes, and three of theſe provided with Pri 
ſtors of the ſame Nation. There were alſo two Confraternitie 
one of the Name of Jeſus, the other of our Lady, and bot 
of them ſtock'd with Men of eminent Virtue and Merit. 'Laftly, 
There was a Houſe, of Mercy and Hoſpital, which die 
a ſweet Odour of Sanctity over all Japan. Theſe and ſuch lik 
Charity's, being not in Uſe amongſt thoſe Infidels. 
The fame Prelate went laſt Year into the Kingdom of A 
rims, Where he confirm'd more than ſeventeen thouſand” People 
He viſited alſo the Iſlands of Gotto, where he confirm'd thre 
thouſand more, who by theſe Means were wonderfully ſtren Scherr 
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10 the Faith, admiring the Charity and Patience of thi | 
aj! * Shepherd, who took ſo much Pains and Trouble Leas 


1 be Frock 


k The Fathers of the Society animated by his Zeal and Ex- 
+ W 2mple, ran over the whole Country in Queſt of Souls. One of the 
F. | of Chriſtians 


them going into Saruma (then under the Government 
peel Carnzugedono) fell in with a new Sect of Men call'd F Saxu- 


een. | It's thought they came from the Indian, for Lengi- fle- Gif. 


thet e. 1 1 | | in «| S#. 

* ea in Japonexe, ſigniſies 2 Country in the Indies, Eaſt of Ja- a ues Im- 
4 be. The Father found amongſt: theſe People a; certain old enen, 
Sea Chriſtian, and upon Examination, perceiv'd' he. Was baptiz d by 

1 St. Francis Tauerius. The: Jeſuits: went two ſeveral: Times to 

wh Hands of that glorious Apoſtle j; hut the Fortes, made fo ſtron 

ic % Oppoſition: againſt" them, that they were fore'd, to retire, an 
leave the Country to the Provitlence of God, as St. Francis Xave- 

e- had done before, + 0 2 0! 2h lg | | S220] 


; ; - | g OC 2121 0e 
belt The Father finding they had formerly recelv'd the Goſpel; 
u i oftructed all hat came to Hear fim, and baptiz d five; aniopgſe, 

ebe reſt, an old Woman cal'd f. Before ſhe was admit - 
cd to che Sacrament, he askd if me had no ſuperſtitious Bil- 
eet about her, or any other ſuch like Thing, that was given 
pro by the Heathens 20 at preſently pull . out two old P air 
i er wooden Beads;: butiicou'd give no Account where; or how 
terte came N ſome of the Neighbours ac: 
once cas d her of Sorcery, ſayiug ſhe obſerv'd the Geremonies of the 
ac. eathens, and cur'd many ſick Perſons with theſe Beads. The 


E 
Te s to the ſick Herſen, begging f God that he'll pleaſe ta 

Wo. | fordomes their — nl ſows meſh {eapeniant: for hu; Glory, ... 
b the Salvation: of. chair Souls] She thew'd him alſo a_Medah \."....: 


vided nd an Agnus Dei, as alſo à little old :T affety Purſe, and in it a 
þ Py Nelick lapp'd up in a Sorool of Paper, with theſe Words ue 
ities en it, Lignum Cruris; adding, I know not what theſe Things may 
both . 5 but this Pm: ſure of, & ; | have a ſecret Virtue, that CUYES all 
aftly, Manner of Diſeaſes: The Father gather 'd from hence, that theſe 
Much beads and Reliquary had been formerly | belonging to St. Fran» 
h like PF 4021595, and now wrought Miracles after his Death. _ 
T It was in this ſame Kingdom of ;Saxwma, and the Town 
of 4 of Jateuæiro, where the two Gifiaques were kept - Priſoners. 
They inſtructed and animated the Chriſtians that came to vi- 


. 
pr it them, converting their Priſon into a. Kind of a Church. 
bend eden who: had Notice « it, reſoly'd at firſt to put them 
'? | | to 


12 
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eres; A rep a nie King) lon ahem lis; whim ph 
Are, but ab more Chriſtians thi look after them. 
and be fire they treat them with all the: Severity imagi 


Death, but upon ſecond Thoughts, was rather for; vemepigg 
them into the Deſart, to ſtarve: there of Hunger and Cold, 
and wou'd certainly have done it too, if one of the Countiers 
had not prompted that they wou'd take this for à Fayour, 
becauſe the God whom they adore, had faſted; himſelf * 


Change ; the 
A | 


To have ſome Idea of what theſe valiant Soldiers ſuffer d ig 


| their Confinement, we are to take Notice, that the Priſong of 


The Con- © Whilſt Canzugedono King of Hugo, was 


View, and what's worſt of all, open to all Sorts of Weathez 


Japan” are quite different from theſe in Eurepe, for, they an 
both ſtreiglit, low, ſhut in with Rails, and encompaſs/diwith 
Guards on all Sides: The Priſoners: lie expos'd to publick 


and not Room to lie down in neither; inſomuch, that dd 
the poor, and more notorious Malefactors are: condemn'd to 
theſe Kind of Goals. As for the Nobles, and wealthy Perſons, 
they either make them forfeit. their Eſtates and ha niſh then, 
ot elſe they behead them, and make them rip up their Belle 
at their own Homes. Canzugedond, Who was certainly a m 
barbarous Prince, poſitively forbad the Goalers to cover the 
Priſons in Winter with Mats. What's more, he wou'd nt 
ſo much as let him cleanſe it neither, hoping by this Cruelty, 
to make them 2 . — 
two Gifiaques. The Tyrant verily expected to make them it 
noance their Faith, by this hard: and cruel Uſage, but Gods 
the ſame Time inſpit'd them with new Courage to ſuffer tii 
and infinite more. We ſhall ſee afterwards how Heaven crown 
their Patience with a glorious Martyrdom. +: © 1 on | 


Rancy of ſtians in his States, Morindans King of Amangucbi, don 
«Crifties his Side to drive them afl out of his States: \ After he hal 


$ & 
e. 


put to Death blind Damien, and the valiant Meira Sue 
20, the two main Supports of Chriſtianity in his Realm, ,being 
inform'd that one of his Vaſſals call'd- Canoſancho inherited the 
Zeal, and aſſerted the fame Faith in Amanguc hi it ſelf, he reſolrd 
to make him away, and this was the Oceaſio : bog why 
Canoſancho had a Brother calbd Justin, à moſt zealous De- 
fender of the Faith. But unfortunately: he fell into A. 
quaintance with 'a young Heathen, and that. League « 
Friendſhip betwixt them proy'd the Ruin of both. For tbe 
young Man, Having ſtole from his Father a Piece of Silk a 
great Value, brought it to Juſtin, and depoſited it ia 1 
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Hands. "Juſtin knew, not in the World, how to carry himſelf 


| in the Matter; but in the Main, betwixt the Fear of diſoblig 


his Confident, and the Hopes that no farther Miſchief — 
come on't, ſince the Parties concern'd were all ſo near Relations, 
he ipprodeatly yielded to the Concealmennt. 


e Theſe” bein 
the Court, Jin, 


Froximi( {ore three Days Journey from Amangue 
with a' Prieſt; fo: Whom de confeſsd, aud after receiv'd the 
holy, Sacramefezcnsc for the laſt Time: Being return'd Home, 
the yöuhg Heathen impudlentiy denyd the BaR, chatging it 
upon Juſtin, with whom the Silk was found. Upon this they 
committed him to Priſon, and confiſcated His Eſtate. He 
prepar'd himſelf then for Death, with a tine and hearty: Re- 
pentance for his Sins, and pidus. Diſcourſts, which had ſo good 
Effect, that three of his Fellow Priſoners? turnd Converts, and 
r6cevd” Baptiſ . ö orient” un W antvib » 
ln the mean while, the Father proſecuted: them xigorouſly, 
and both of them deny'd the Fact. The Governours of 
Amanguchi to diſcover the Truth of the Matter, orderd they 
ſhoud both clear themſelves by the Oath of- Fire cas Was 
faid above) Juſtin declar'd that being a Chriſtian) iti wasondt 
awful for him to ſwear by che Cams or Tölome g, hut: any 
other Oath what they pleas d; or farther; if: the other 2Party 


' touch'd the Iron and was not burnt, he was willing with all his 


Heart, to pals for guilty, . 


o 


| A ol od 1947137 
In the mean while the n 
carry'd it before the King's Councel, but being all of them 
profeſs d Enemies to the Chriſtianz, and to Laneſanche an 
Ear they condeinn'd his Brother Jin to be dragg d 

r three Days together about the Streets, then to be burnt 
alive, and his Wife to be crucifi d. Whilſt th 
him in this Manner about the Streets, he declar'd all the 


Way as he went, that out of the Chriſtian Re 
no Salvation, At the three Days End they led him to tbe 
Place of Execution, where ſpying vaſt Crouds of People gather d 


diſcover'd, and the Caſe brought. before 
he was a loſt Man, ſo went ſtreight to 


hi) to meet 


were leading 


Religion, there was 


together, he begg'd Leave to ſay a Word or two before hge 
died, and then began this Diſcourſe. Gentlemen, you! ſee" Im 
going to be burnt by a ſlow' Fire; I die moſt. willingly ta ſatisfy the 


divine Fuſtice for my Sint, and hope hell pleaſe to accept [of | theſe 


Sufferings, in Purt of ny Debt. For what remains, being wither 


ſome few Moments, to \appear before 


ſwear and proteſt unto Jou, that t 


the Authot 7 
here's u God, 
Y 2 


my Life, I hers 
but that of the 
| Chriſti- 
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Chriſtians.” Irs he that made us, and only be that, can [a0 a; 
2 Inſtance err this grand Verity, I here 2 ben State, 

. File Torment ſhall not mae me ſo much. ee 
> —; * r jo nen e 88; ay God. 


oh. A696 v Yr, 
This faid, he dung his Reli Abont bis; 4 — — And $i 
Beads over his left Arm graſping the Stake with his Tight, 
and fo pointed ta the Executioner to take bite Ti — 12 2 
Was all environ'd about with Piles of Wood, which 
Arms length and more from his Stake. So. ſoon as th eh 
'kindVd che Fire, Juſtin cry'd out, Teſs; Heriag and Kae 
imtmovable like à Statue. his Body roſted and roll a "at Wi 
low Fire, and yet: neyer once complain'd, or ſtirr'd ſo much 
as a Joynt the whole Time, What's wonderful, died to the 
Aſtoniſhment of all, in a ſtanding Paſture, 15 was taken for 
2 preguant Proof of the Faith he taught, in nothing by 
divine Power cou'd inſpire Paſte! Men, with 0 ce 
ſtancy and Courage. 
There happend divers Prodigies at his Death, tick] 
forbear to mention, but what ſufpriſed every one Wag, that 
- his Garments were not ſo much as touch'd,; n a; his bis Bak 
brolbd as conſtantly happens to all. Sorts of Peop 
this Kind of Death: . This Pr "nd, his Patience ro 
1 _ > deep an Impreſſion on les Minds, that nothing 
as ſpoke of for many Days - t his Death. The Ki 
himſelf, tho' a ſworn Enemy to Religion, cand. not hold from 
-faying, that /Fuſtir's; Death ſhew'd) is had 1 g. in it of 
Divine, and what; fery'd to Te . Perſwaſion, 
was the like ending of Juſtiw's: Wife, f ſcar to 
Set be. Bere 0 B, Nr eh a 
ancy of her Hus in all R pre uncing 1 
to her laſt Breath, Jeſus, Maria. mr ir bo. 
45wife || A bold and düring Chriſtian <all'd Quimura 43 ſeeing ſeeing 
berwixe the- Body of the Lady! en the Croſs, and that 1 Tuſtin's 5 
— Chri-. % amongſt the Aſhes, reſalv'd within himſelf t 0 ſeal i Beit 
ſrow ſuf fo give them - Chriſtian - Burial. He Ee Beli 
with Cano - Sanc ho his intimate Friend, and both agreeing in 
ſame Thought, they convey'd away the Bodies privately in the 
Night. The next Day Hew and Cry was made after the 
reputed Thieves, and every one believ'd, that ſome of Juin 
Relations, were the Men. The Governour on this Preſumption, 
*confin'd Cano to his own Houſe. - Manc io l what had 
paſs'd, went of his own Accord to Saxodono, and confeſs d 555 
BY . ac 
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declaring? that Marcie was paly. an. Aſſiſtänt to him in the 
Matter; and in / this Manner both nof them contended, which 
uon db die for his Priend- n tot l bong. 

of theſe; two Friends. Dee laſted fifty Days. In the 
mean while, the King preſsd Caro earneſtly to renounce his 
Faith, but finding that Mancios Preſence help'd to make him 
notre reſolute, he baniſh'd Aaucio out of the Town. That 
ſtealing away the Bodies pt. Perſons. hat had been Executed 
by the Laws of the Land, he cou'd not hope to; eſcape Death; 
this notwithſtanding; (aid he) if you'll. only pleaſure me in my 
Demands;:/PN.overtook what's, paſt, and 19 new, Favqurs 
en pon. cd humbly thank d his; Majeſty for his Piad Taten- 
nos, but withall decfar d he could ng comply tho? by ſhove 
| a 15 22 


fore him. Morindono — nett d. at this. flat Denial, bid | im go 


leaſt, would ſoften, his Heart, and work him into a better Hu- 

mour, but the Hero was Propf againſt all Aſſaults. In that 

mean while, News, was. brought . to .. Z{orindpno that the Cubes 

on was dead, which oblig'd him to haſten: with all Speed to 

Court, and ſo the Matter fell for that Time, and how it en- 
ded afterwards Wwe know not. . N 


FF FPaAPESE2.E FF 5. 25 38. 


2 


ERR IFES a8 


= 


the Bones about the Cauſe of ber Death, and theſe Imp, 
told her, that the Demon of the Ct calld Gato, had kill'd her, 
for letting the Dogs worry à Cat in her Houſe, and therefore 
in Satisfaction for this heinous Offence, he ought to build a 
Chappel to the Demon of the Cats, The Inhabitants of this 
Place haye a mighty Veneration for Cats, as near reſembling 
the Devil, whoſe; malicious Practices ſuit well enough with this 


gu Beaſt, and becauſe Cats live moſtly on Rats and Mice, it's a 
70 Kind of Sagriledge to deſtroy theſe Vermine. Who would think 
15 rational Men cou'd be capable of ſuch idle Fooleries, and yet 


ſuch is the blind Fate of thoſę that ſerve the Prince of Hark - 


act. ca on the dontrary todk all the Blame upon himſelf, 


take Leave of his Wife, and Children, hoping their Tears at 


168 


It. may not be amiſs to take Notice her , of the miſerable The a- 
Blindneſs and ridiculous.Superftitions of theſe poor Heathens. Ponians 
Morindono's Aunt being lazely, dead, her; Husband advis'd with zern 
a * perſt iti. 
[ poſtors ong. 


A neſs... 11 : TIT. £ 61, waar aut! N N 
10 The Children of; Light (Chriſtians I mean) have a mare te- The Mo- 


find Thought, and nobler Sentiments. A certain Cavalier of rem of 


0 the Kingdom of Sema, gave a falthful Inſtance of it this Don Leo. 
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Year, by ſhedding his Blobd for the Cauſe of Je Ci. 
was b 1 at Jeney in Ferme, und then at che Felt vt coo 
thirty Years. From the firſt Infant ef his Converfion, he ſpot; 

mighty God. When: dis Friends invited hin 
at any Time to play and divert himſelf, he ſaid Time was 6 
ſhort, and Eternity fo long, that there was no Time to ſpare 
moſtly, ſince all was nothing, but the "Life that never cou 


petually of Almight 


hay an End. At e. 2 e 10 N09 

A The Tune highly reſenting, that he'ſhould offer to turn Chg; 
ian without his, Conſent, ſent. to him, and bid him chook 
Rether he wou'd, renounce his Faith, or die. Lee reply! 

that for his Life, it was at his Service; but his Soul was in te 

Hands of God, that he might freely diſpoſe of the dne, du 


wm tw om A W „„ 
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1 
3 

: go ce 
executed in his own House. m0 
declaring he would make no Oppoſition, as the Bravo's con di 
monl ha 
: Pr 

ſelf, but he, proteſted againſt it; ſayin 
it ſo, but — 
expreſl i 
Lives. | pr 
After th - 


pany after Death, make your ſelf a Chriſtian, for in the Stu 
| 0 
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now, in for all Eternity, as 
1 fro Hah and tie fl ts 11 the Da Damn. 1 30 

He had two Sons, the one a Heathen, and the other a Chri- 
tian. The firſt, was ſeventeen Years of Age, and the other 
ſeven;.. 1 0 6 BEET then, 5 Fa A er he ſaid, Son, 
i r want verſe nor Courage. therefore if yo 10 
| = in bis Footſteps, OY Door 7 > of Ihe 777 2 


way 2 Younger, 1h = qrling Favourite 
thy Fat 5 20 


W can. Then he 8 1 5 ob and Dope 125 takiti 

| e continued 10 

f Time in Prayer. That done, be made a a Sen to Erecutib fer. 

W to do his Office, who Immedlatiy {truck off his Head. Phe 

W younger ee 5 A0 =. 138 the ee 775 kr by 

- BY Prayers an rea riends, they were' pleas 

bis Lift L., e. s Marthidom þ happen'd at Siraſſs * on the 17 5 

| 2. | 2 

| 5 — a Tals follow the tro 6 egen and their cht. The m 
dren, whoſe Martyrdoni we h her'd out of the delt, Gifiagues 

and moſt faithful Relations, that ave been ſent from Japan. cy;11ren 

W When Don Jom, and Don Simon ( whoſe Paſſion n is mer put 10 

above) were executed at Jatelxiye, "there were three ſeveral Death. 

Goyernours of that, Place; vic Car emon that 


to Death 
his Friend een and 1 rere turd "Chriſtian; Noirs 


Faquigemon, and Canigeſefivie.  Faquigemon who' was - moſt barbar- 
1 died ſuddainl — Uh, Son FA Noir 5 fuc- 
ceeded him in his 14 80 * not in his Humont, for e prov'd 
to be of a; fweet, and ed mper, inßnitly tender of ' poor 

dliſtreſs d Ferro 200 path y of the two Gate, who. 


1 laid four Years rattiog, 18 [\ tha beate abore thention's 
VION, ! -, 


One Day rendering an 7 ONE IT of bis Government” to- 
Canzugedons,, he deſir d to know his Pleafure about the two- 
Gifiaques, who had been ſo long in Priſan? His Deſign was to: 
procure. their 'Enlargmeiit,, but tue barbarous Tyrant catch d 
preſently at this Ward, and commanded, that both they and 
their Children, ſhou'd be put to Death. He was once reſoly\l 
to Diſpatch the Wives too, but by Advice of Canige the third 
Governour, this Part was moderated. Jobn and Afichael hear. 
ng they were condemn'd, receiy'd the News with unexpreſſable 


Joy, 
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Jop, ordering the tea to be in @ 4 eadindfs 
0 den n R619 ke dineſs (6 ated 
On the 11th of 7 1609, the Fongis or judgt 
"nounc'd Senterice N Ie two A e Michael a 55 
"Death they were to ſuffer, . os. W205 ve your, Heads ftruck of 
e the judge) Ne. Bid: ae 570 We 4rt fe di fir tte 
Love. of ſeſus Chriſt, let jt be og a Croſs, in Imitation of him, That! 
pa hang an Honour ( ad. vin, Torture ut all the Ways in ; 
and w us te Pieces. 5 (reply d the Judge.) A this 
he did, becauſe it 2 reſolr to cut them to Pieces -after 
Bol eats x a d bY 5 moe E cher 
ies, as they had done before $ a s Wire's. 
S fon —_— had Notice 0 Mi Jes r a C 


Way or other, Ae Shift to procur e white 
wear at his Execution, and tho? for four 1 88 de tad 
neither cut his Hair, nor ſhay'd his Beard, Tre” was ſtill an Ait 
of Majeſty in him, that made him appear venerable. ' The Gs 
vernours Load for ſome Time in a Debate, whether they ſhould 
not put them to Death privately, for Fear of a Tumult, but 
.the\Rumour of the intended Execution being all, over the Town, 
it was now paſt the Bongzo's Cunning. He commanded the 80l 
ers then to drag them with Cords About their Necks, tothe 
18 Place of Execution, and to diſpatch them e 
The Priſoners march ' d ou 215 God, for” 7 long d 
» (be Fri and. thanking the People for konourjng, the 3 
With their * * Michael walk ſo faſt, at the Exec 
tioner cou'd hardly keep up with him: As for Fohn, betwirt 
his Weakneſs after a long Sickneſs, and the Difficulty of breath- 
ing,. by. the 7 . "of the Cords, it was al he could do, 
Ww at a flo l in 
Whllſt they 1 Were. on their March, the Bong ro „ diſpatch'd' 
Meſſenger to. fetch; their Children. Afichael had a Son calld 
Thomas, at the Age of twelve Years, and opp calfd 
Peter of fix. The. Parents of little Thomas had train'd him up 
for Martyrdom, rom his very Cradle. He had fo ardent 2 
Deſire 27 ſhedding his Blood for the . that when he'was 
asd, to weep (as Children commonly do) th icy only ſaid he was 
not fit to ſuffer. Martyrdom, and that immediatly quieted him. 
When. he beard they were 8840 to put them to Death, he 
zan preſently to dreſs. himſelf, and coming to the Soldier, de» 
kr'd; he would lead him to his Father. He overtook- him at 


* onen Gates, waiting for his Brother Jeb, who was pet 
| co 
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come up. The Child at the firſt "Sight of his Father Erd of 
Father behold 


? 


your Sor Thomas, whi & ike to have, the Happineſs of 

dying mit h you,” for the Faith of jeſus Chriſt. ' I m not id of 
Death, un the contvary IT deſire it, becauſe by that Meant ue ſhall 

go both in Company together to Heaven nt: 
They nom watted only for little Peter, bat the Child tarry- 
ing longer chan Was expected, the Bente (WhO had Or- 
ders to haſten the Execution) jealous that the People word 
riſe, order*& them to be put to Death"upon the Spot, which 
God permitted, that the -Blood of his Martyfs- mi edede 


ES 


XZ 


» 


confounded with MalefaQors, that are executed in publick Pla- 
ces. The firſt that ſuffer'd was Michael, whom they' beheaded 
at the firſt Stroke. The: Officer whiould® have taken the Child 
aſide, but he oppos'd it ſaying, He would die by bis Fathers 
Side. He was ed then to the bleedin Body, and falling on 
his Knees; cheerfully* preſented his Neck to the Sword. One 
of his Arms was tied up in à Scarf, which hindet'd him from 
joining his Hands; this notwithſtanding, he kept them as near 
together, as Mas poffible, and ſaying; Jeſa Maria, receiv'd the 
the fatal Blow, without ſo much as changing Colou.. 
Next to him came John, who died with ſo much Devotion 
and Cheerfulneſs, that the Heathens themſelves, -cou'd not but 
take Notice of it. There now only remain'd his Son Peter, 
who happen'd to be from Home, when the Officers came to 
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pb ſearch for him. The Child hearing them ſpeak ſome Time 
cu· before of his Father's great Suſteriugs in Priſon, eryd out, Ala: 
ixt They had much better p him to Death, for” he ſuffers tos much in 
the Priſon, and none” takes Care to \carty him Meat. I ſhall die with 
do, him I know,” and I am well 58 becauſe I ſhall die a Martyr. 
5 The Soldiers coming to his Grandfather's Houſe, found the 
01 Child aſleep. They awaken him then, and tell him he muſt 
d go and die with his Father. What's ſtrange, he was not 
fd in the leaſt afraid on the contrary fortifi'd with the Holy Ghoſt, 
op he offer'd on his own Accord, to accompany them. The Sol- 
4 diers led him by the Hand, and the little Creature walk'd as 


Jas faſt as the Legs wou'd carry it, which drew Tears from 
fas 3 the Spectators, ſeeing a tender Child go ſo pleaſantly to 
m. 6. n e =” 69189 
he Being come to the Place of Execution, he fell on his Knees 
le- with a ſmiling Countenance, and ſeeing the Soldier draw his 
at Sword, lifted up his Head, joyn'd his Hands, and in this Man- 
et ner, with the Neck ſtretched out, ſtood expecting the fatal 
ne Blow. The Soldier was ſo * with this Spectacle, that he 

was 
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was forcd, to ſheath his Sword, declaring he had not. 
i d 40 his Office. Two. others, AG belts dec 
his Place, withdrew Weeping, a and crying, as if they, themſclye 
had been under the ſame * Every one infine excus d bim. 
ſelf, inſomuch, that they were forcd to hire a Coreyay 
Slave, who having neither Art, Courage, nor Strength for 
an Action, Aiccharg d a mighty Blow on his Shoulders 

= truck him to the, Grou He redoubled his Strat 
again and uin but not able il to take off, the Head, he 
wes: fore d (s IL may ſay.) to ſaw it in Pieces, a Cruelty t 

ut the whole Field i into Tears, none cou'd hold from Weeping, 

eing this Innocent, Lamb fo barbarouſly us'd, by an Execy- 
Eine. that Was agel ae than, the very rage them- 

ES. 121 vo 

St. Ambreſe bath an " admirable N on St. Aw 
who was./martyrd.at the Age of chirteen Vears, which, we 
may properly apply, to our Saint without ſtraining the ext, 
We may the holy Doctor; that his De vation was above 


my with ut 

his Age, his Virtus above, Nature, He mas, only, ſix Tears o 

Age, which render d the Cruelty of the e is able, Bu 

this Death ale; ſhems\ the mw Toney Faith. pre exted 

his Body to the e . wy 19. ſuffer. Death, befare 
.cowd 


be knew what it "6s to die nes. jog 6 feud Fetters 2 
to s Hands. ts mand 16 Pe as if it 
2 4 Feaſt, with 4 round Pace, a ſmiling Countenęnce, Lf 
unalterable Reſolution. All wept befide bf and. every, one 12 
efteniſhed, to ſee a tender In 5 17 That Life, he bardy 
begun to 'eliſh; an Aſſert or ay hip an Age, when he 7 
not Maſter of himſelf. What did ny nat do to amuſe and 'terr j 
him, and. ftill he was Proof 17 their Batteries. | He fell i 
his Knees, he pray'd, he 2 4 Hands, and preſented bis Neck 
ro the Execntioner, who ſtood tremblina a if Himel, had, 7 ugh 
the fame Arreſt, not daring to li if 4 Haud 10 Bo ba? 
Streak,.'' All were afraid beſides 1 t 1 Fr 1% Þ 
tender'd all the Spettators, never once mov'd | agel. f 
my ſelf oblig'd to this Encomium of the Martyr, and 09 45 
Reader will not take it amiſs that I preſum'd to 90 ow 
the = of a Doctor of the Church, to honour his 1 
ump 
The Chriſtians who were preſent at the Execution, ask d 
Leave of the Boxgio to interr the Bodies, and preſs'd him ſe 
Home too, that he was forc'd to yield to their Requeſt. The 
— therefore were all WT gather'd together, and the 


very 
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Earth it ſelf, on which, the Blood had. dropp'd, all clea 
Krad, Inſomuch that the Bongio cou'd et del b 
this Reflection, to uſe his own Words: Theſe People hade four 
out an infallible Rule to ſave themſelves by. 1 know. not whether 
he underſtood himſelf better than Caipbas, when he faid it 
was neceſſary; one ſou'd die for the People, but, it makes 0 
Matter. He order'd all, their Heads do be fix'd On. Poles, 
aud ſet upon the Gates of the Togu. As far the-Bodies, 
they Were Tees to the Jeſuits Church at Ari a, Peter's 
only excepted, which was convey'd £0. Conpura,t ee 

Michael N a, Daughter whom the Chriſtians ſtole away, 
and remoy'd her _ta Arima, Where ſhe was. forc'd to beg 
her Bread. God afterwards moy'd a Perſon of Quality, to as 
her in Marriage for his Son. The Jeſuits, who had her under 
their- Charge pleaded her Poverty and Want of Fortune in 
Bar; % Matter ( ſaid the Gentleman) ſhe is Daughter of 4 


Martyr, and I have where withall to ſupply ber | Wants. I eſteem her 


more, than the faireſt and richeſt Fortune in al japan, ſo the 
Match was concluded. See. bers. pay, an Eſtimate a aponiar 
Chriſtian ſets on our holy Faith, can Europe ſhew the 


like ? + 4 G4 ot bes 5 IJ 1 5 12 28 * 3 * 14 & a ol — * 
20. VE »/. $3 a4 1 Q f 22 IiL 3 ies $f ct! 17 10 5 
"The nnen did not ſignalize their Conltancy at Ne Tbree 
irando too, where the Perſecution was always on ye 2 
« ; ons 90 


only, but at 


ancis Xaverius. 


Foot, even from the firſt Foundation under St, 7 
There was A. Chriſta M diſtin e Mality, call'd Gaſpar — 
N:x;guenca, principal Lor af 9 anda. He marry'd a; Lady for the 
calld. Vr/ula, a Woman famous for. Te Zirth and Piety, Fe Faith. 
by her had ſeveral Children. The eldeſt. was call'd, Faber 


N:ximataiqui, an accompliſh'd young 
gain'd a mighty Reputation in the Court of Firande.. He had 
alſo a Daughter nam d Mary, whom he Married to the Son of 
4 mat e | 1 one Part of the Iſland uit ſuqui, but 
4 moſt peevi ame. .; en 1 a Nin > 468. on 

The Lady, was. no ſooner under his Power, but he began 
by Tricks and Artifices to divert her from her good Pur po- 


ſes; nothing wou'd ſerye him neither, but he muſt make uſe 


of her Father's Authority, giving him to underſtand, that un- 
leſs his Daughter wou'd conform to her Spouſe's Principles, 
ſhe muſt expect to be very uneaſy with him. Don Gaſpar. wrote 
to his Daughter, exhortinp her to . in the Faith, tho? 
it ſhou'd coſt her Life, and ſhe reſolv'd at the fame Time to walk 
by this Rule. But finding her Father-in-law wou'd never make 


an End of his idle W ſne thought it was high Time 
| 2 to 


5 
rom making 
4 is 


$f; v1 | 
valier, and one that - 


tx 


17 


with him, and in the mean Time the 


Ir 


it's what L' never forſa 
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to ſecure herſelf, ſo away ſhe went to her Father, and took Sau- 
W -.:-.. ao. a. 

Candoqui ſan mad at this ſuddain and precipitous Flight (which 
he pretended as injurious to his Son) lent Word to her Father, 
that unleſs his Daughter return'd, he wou'd repent it. Don 
Gaſpar excus d himſelf, alledging his Daughter was at her own 
Diſpoſal, and ſo ought to make immediate Application to her- 
ſelf. The. Lady after frequent Meſſages to the ſame Purpoſe, 
ſent back Word, that ſhe cou'd not return ſo ſoon, for Reaſons 
not proper to mention at that time. Candoguiſan very well un- 
derſtood her Meaning, and in violent Paſſion , wrote to her a- 
gain in theſe Terms: J know all your private Reaſons center in 
nothing but 4 poſitive Headineſs in your Religion. At the | ſame 
Time you know, the King of Firando will not ſuffer any ſuch Thin 
in his States, What wou be ſay then, if he” hears that you vital 
the moſt © ſacred Bonds of Marriage on this Account, Return then 
Daughter if you be miſe, and ſubmit to better Counſels. Far if you 


don't, I muſt be ford to give Account both of you and your F 


mily to the Prince, and the Conſequences of this are obvious to every 
vne. 1 5 | | | 44. 1 C30 13:4 4 a ws 
Upon this Letter ſhe was at a Loſs, and knew, not what 
in the World to do. She was not ſo much concern'd for her- 
lf, as for her Father, Mother, and Brother, who were ſure 
to die on her Account. What was worſt of all, her Pathe 
was gone from Home, and ſne had no 3 of ' adviſi 
eſſenger preſsd for a 
ſpeedy and poſitive Anſwer. Having then recommended the 
atter to God, ſhe calPd for Pen and Ink, and reply'd in this 
Manner. 527 nee guss e 2 nan, ae 
Js true, Sir, what 


you” ſay, Religion is my only Motive, and 
g. 8 Ds your Fleafare, 7 Tat, ſhall ne- 
ver frighten me out of my Faith. Death to a Chriſtiam is a Bleſ- 
fing, not a Puniſhment. If you have a Mind to friphten me, 
threaten me with. "Life, an nor wit h Death. By this mean, 7 ſhall 
be in ſome meaſure more oblig d to you than my own Parent, bes 
cauſe yoiPll procurèe me à better Liſe than that he gave me. 

Mary retard this Anſwer, and ſhew'd it to her Father when 
he came home; who was pleas'd to approve - of it, only there 


+» 


wants a fem Grains, che added) which might have been thrown in, 


vad ] been in the Ny. Candoquiſan believing that Don Caſper 
iuſpir'dd her with theſe generous Sentiments, reſold to he his 
Death. To this End he made Uſe of a certain Benze that 


had a great Sway at Court; this Bonze told the King, on 
4 


* 


8 ** 
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wy, Chriſtians in the Iſland of _ Zquirzuvi.met publickly, and ex- 
* cb their Religion 18 t of the Laws, 10 that wou'd 
| not ſerve them neither, but they ſeduc d his Majeſty's Subjects, and 
made their. Proſelytes. texted HOO SIT at} 

The King being a lew'd Man, and profeſsd Enemy to our g 
Religion, joyn'd with him in Commiſſion with another Bozize 
of the Famabuxis Sect, ordering them to make a Progreſs 
thro' his Kingdom, and try all the Chriſtians they, cou'd meet 
with. Theſe two incens'd Judges make ſtreight to lquirzagqus, 
where Don Gaſpar Jliv'd, and _ that he and his whole 
Family made publick Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
that he in particular had baptiz'd ſome Hays before, three 
Children in the Abſence, of the Prieſt, as alſo that he pro- 
daim d Holy-Days and Faſts, and beſides had ſeveral: Spiri- 
taal Books by him, Tranſlated into the Mother Tongge, con- 
demn'd him to die together with his Wife, and their Son 

bn. S ſ , | ; | as E 
; They ſend then immediately for Don pre to come before 
them. The holy Man n fy certainly deſign'd upon his : 
Life, fell down on his Knees before a Picture of our Saviour, 
and having recommended himſelf to Almighty God, roſe up 
and went ſtreight to the Bonxes Lodgings withaut any Con- 
cert, So ſoon as he was enter'd into the Room, two Sol- 
diers fell upon him, and offerd to bind him. Hold Gentlemen 
(aid be) t 5 not cuſtomary to bind Perſons of. my. Quality before 
they know the Reaſon. Tou are. a Chriſtian (cry d the 'Bonzes) and 
ſuch as you ſhall die. True, (continu d Gaſpar). I bave been ſd 
from my Infancy, and if this be the Cauſe, tie me 45 much 4s you pleaſe, 
r i ot Lois nh ty 

He ſpent; that whole Night in Prayer. In the Morning the 
Governour came to ſee him, adviſing . him by all Means to re- 
nounce his Faith, and fave his Lite. Don Gaſpar prov'd. by © - 
dint of Reaſon, that this ſtood neither with his Honour, nor 
Conſcience, as being the only. Religion ia the World in which | 
he could be ſay'd-... The Goveraour , was ;:ſtruck with the Diſ- | 
courſe, and going out of the Room, Don Gaſpar. pray'd hg | 
would let him die on a Croſs in Imitation of r Lord: But 


273 


the Governour-told him, /that;.ſince' the Tano had given no ſuch. 
Orders, and that Puniſhment; moreover being not in Uſe in thoſe 
Parts, it was not ia his Power- to, ferve him. At leaſt (reply d 
Gaſpar). let me die where the 5 ſtood before” the Troubles, and 
where my Relations were all interr' d. Content (ſaid the. Governonr) 
So far as I bave Pater you mey reckon, upon it, They conducted 


in 
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im chen to the Place of. Execution, 4s he defir'd, und aftet 
raying there for ſome Time on his Kgees, he pointed tothe 4 
ofcees to do their Office, but the Governiour by Way of By. Wh + 


nour to his Friend, wou'd baheas him himſelf, and did 

pe miteing the Chriſtians to «diſpoſe of his Body as they'had x 
Mint ime thy the Officers went to His Houſe, where his 
Wife rule Wend a were both under eloſe Guard 
They ted rhe their Ert ge yd or es per en Death, 
ut to banifh' them out of the Country, together with Don 
Caſpar, who was gone ſome little Way before! The Mother 
ante the Child reply'd again, they knew he was dead,” and al 
their Hopes now was to. bear him Company. As they wen 
marching then on the Road, the Soldier drew, his Sabre, and 
ler fly at d uſula's Head, but the wound: being not mortal r 
had Time to fall on her Knees, and in this Manner died d 
the * Stroak, calling upon Jeſus and Mary to her hf 


John who-walk'd before, hearing the Blow and his Mother 
13055 'turn'd ſhort” about, and neg in the Matter, 
fell. 1 his Knees, arid the Soldier in that Inſtant ſtruck off hi 
Head. Their Martyrdom fell on the 14th; of Novemb. 160g 
Gaſpar and Urſula were each of them four and fifty Years of Ag 
and . their eldeſt Son five and twenty. Mary grew ſad an 
dlſeconſolate, for being the Cauſe of her Brother's and her gn 
rents Death; .above all, becauſe it was not her Fate to ſuan 
with them in the ' ſame” Happineſs, both: ſhe and her Brothe 

a John's Wife, being left out of the Liſt. 
Auf To theſe tragical Deaths at Land, may be join'd;” what hap 
Comoarbe- pen'd the fame Year at Sea. The Portugueſe being at Odds wit 
Japonians the Japoni an: He ſeveral were kilPd on both Side 
and Por- in the Scuffle. So foon as the Heat of the Buſineſs was oven 
tugueſe, the Japonian Magiſtrates ſent to the 'Portugueſe to ſurrender 
the Author of theſe Diſturbances, but they oppoſing it, the 
Matter was carried before the Cbo at Sacranga, and as the 
Portugueſe were never calPd on, or ſo much as allow'd to plead 
on their own Defence, Sentence pafs'd upon them by Default 
Theſe Men came over, on Board a Merchant Ship, 'commat- 
ded by a ſtout and valiant Captain calf'd Andrew. Now ths 
0 Cubo being diſguſted with that Nation on ſome” other Accounts 
diſpatch'd an Expreſs to the King of Arima, who was a Chri- 
ſtian, ordering him to poſt immediatly to Nangaſaqu and, 
and put all the Crew to Death, the Captain himfelf not ex-WEnc 
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er Andrew bo. had ſome Hint of their Intentions, did all, h 
de cou'd to ſave imſelf, and wou'd not" let a Man of them 1180 
0 Aſhore. Moreover he ſent a Summons to the Portugueſe Mer - 
(6, chants in Town, ordering them to come immediatly on Board 
1: him, but the Deſign being Diſcover'd by the King of Arimæs 
N Guards, all were ſeiz'd on to Fifty, and theſe narrowly eſcapꝰ'd 
bis too, out of their Hands. So ſoon as Night came on, the Cap 
bia cut his Cables, and ſtaod off to Sea, intending to ma 
th, a Port ſome two, 9 ues off; but in Place of going off privat- 
on ly (as he ou ht ave done) he aaa it to the” whole 
er Town, by a Di chats of his great % 

al The King of Arima bearing 5 Mis Retreat, geliich'd Aria 
ere Licht Frigats wich; So Niers i da e re him Chaſe: hogs 
che Coaſts. Bu Ye 7 715 1 f FN c tear'd themftlves T's 

te WY fall Craft. by their 9 775 Cane 1 hich Ather funk or ſhat- 


=: 


terd moſt of Ps m to Pieces, info nach ford them 
to ſheer off, and 2 Far ned 


E 


hoiſted out Jon his Sails, In orger to make the next Port, 

the Wind about,: was ſorc d te £6 gie by for two uhole 

Days, at the Moat of dhe River. 2D 1 
In the mean while, the King of Arima et out anot er Squa- 

dron, 1 a ſort of Ma 10 board one of them, built 

Towerwiſe with two en uſqueteers in it; but fo ſhelter' 


by, Beamy of Wood, that : d. within Joris, that 
It was- Famed ible 7 b ELD Ps Cas jon. Angy them! The 
Fleet then 2 25 out of f. Nanga[aqiis . three thouſand Men 
on Board, and ore, ſtreight down upon the uefe Ship. 
The Captain ſeeing, that. ſtrong force. coming ag bim, did 
all he 'cou'd to fete the Wind, and make the net his Way, 
but it fell ſo dead a Calm that Ws 2 10 forcd alter his 


ed with Ki 
5 2 uk 1 4 IR N12 Fo her the Shi vet 


ng laden, and no Wind, it 7 5 a 155 Aide to tack about, 
and give a broad Side. Qn the Contrary, the Enemies Ma- 
chine, moving by help, of 2 fell a Stern, and — upon 
them without late ch that th 44 Portugueſe were 
met 1 Re. eir . and. run to th ir Muſqukts? and 
artificial} Fixes. 

Whilſt they valiantly deftaded* themſelves 1 this Manner, 
an Accident happen d that quite defeated all their Hopes: 
One of the Portugueſe. going to throw a Fite-Balt at the 


Me Machine, the Fire ( as ill Lack woug have it) exe 
0 


ad that they cou'd tow, into NagAſaqut, with | 
their few N ' Andrew a pily deliver'd F r 555. 1555 7 2 5 
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hold of their Mizzen, which. they had not time to. furl. and 
burnt ſo terribly, that the Men, were forc'd to leave the 
Combat, to extinguiſh the Flames; but in Place of caſting it 
into the Sea, they drew it a Stern where it broke out work: 
than ever, and 4n,, Concluſion got paſt their Maſtery. , The 
Captain ſeeing, what: Danger he was in, call'd to his Men, ty 
prepare themſelves for Death, the Enemies ſurrounding them 
| at the ſame Time, and firing upon them without ceaſing.” But 
= thinking to make themſelves, Maſters of the Ship, and her 
£2 Cargo, the Captain _ commanded his Men to ſet Fire to the 
| | Powder, and immediatly the Hatches blew up in the. Air 
like Claps of Thunder, the Ship ſplit in two, and betwit 
the Fire and Water, all yaniſh'd in a, Minutes Time. Tie 
Portugueſe endeayouring to ſaye themſelves by, Timo „ Were al 
drowad by the Japenians, and amongſt the reſt, the Captain 
| | himſelf, who was -ſhot by a Muſquet , Ball. He conteſt 
| himſelf, before the Battel began, to a Spaniſh Auſtin Fry, 
whoſe, Body was found at. the Shoar Side amongſt Tome othet 
Portugueſe, and. the: Jeſuits of  Meaco took Care tv bat Hee 
all in their own Church. As Providence wou'd Have it, they 
was not ane of theſe Fathers" on Board, "for the *Captaii 
prudently foreſeeing the Danger, and knowing how neceſſan 
they: were in Japan, wou'd not take one of them along with 
him. They reckon'd the Loſs of this Ship to a Million. Tk 
Enemies indeed had little Advantage by it, but” the Chriſtian 
who had . moſt of their Subſiſtence on Board. Her; ſuffer! 
extremely, inſomuch that the Fathers were forc'&'to tun 
off Part of the Seminariſts, and even to diſperſe themſelne 
about the Country, where the very Heathens took Compaſſion 
of them, and aſſiſted them in their Neceſſit rp. 
The Cubo who had Notice before the Fight, that” the P 
tugueſe. had put, themſelves on Board the Ship, for Fear the King 
of Arima ſhou'd. not ſucceed in the Expedition as wis &&p&td, 
had order'd his Men to put to Death all the r e, both 
in Nangaſaqui and elſewhere, as alſo to banifh the Biſhop, and 


all the Jeſuits throughout Japan, and the Governour was a8" 
ally preparing to execute this Commiſſion, when by à geren = 
Providence, in comes Arimandono Conqueronr in the Batttl 4 
The Joy was ſo great on this Occaſion thro' the whole Town" 
that they took no farther Thought of revenging themſclreff e 
on the Portugueſe, and the King of Arima obtain d Leave de 


the Governour for the Jeſuit: to continue in Town till far. 
ther Orders. Behold what Kind of Lite theſe poor ReFgiod 2 


Thd Hiflory of ihe Chireh of JAPAN. 


. $97 


" I in dez ae under the Sword of Perſecution; and in 


hourly 'ExpeRation of Banimment, or Death.” © 
* The e being a wiſe and diſcreet Prince, govern'd the ne Cubo' 
fo Empire for thirteen Vears together with the greateſt Tran- aud Priuce 
+ WH quility. imaginable. ', Some three or four Years before, he ſet- —_— 


tled his Reſidence” at Suramga, ſo call'd from the Kingdom where 


00 2 4 [ a rey 2B 11 

it lies. In the Year 161 1, he march'd at the Head of ſeven= 
Ni ty Thouſand . Men to Meaco, not reckoning into this Num- 
be ber infinite other Troops which follow'd after, under the other 


Generals. 


the ; qoks tra aaa fd | 9 

| Theſe warlike Appearances allarum'd all the Country, and 
at it paſs'd every Where for Current, that his Deſign was upbn 
Th BY #423077 who ſtill kept cloſe in his Citadel of Ozaca, tho he 
va now upwards of four aud twenty Yeats of Age. The Cu- 
+ WY being arriv'd at Ae, ſent to pray an Interview with him 
oY in the Town. This Meſſage put the young Prince into a ter- 
55 rible Fright, and perplex'd the Mother to that Degree; that 


ſhe cou'd not Teſt, on a Perſwaſton that the Cubs intended to 


* 


het - 

| ſeize his Perſon, and make himſelf Maſter of the Empire: 
a borh then excus themſelves, and notwithſtanding the reported. 1 
vial bones of che Cubs to the ſame Purpoſe,'"they proteſted "a 2 


ae e But the "Swirl" 6s UNE 15" ThE" 
pu . — 99 * W pode 15 50 ? 4 4 + a * | jp An "oo ATE 8 
ln the mean while ſome Lords that hid à Kindneſs for the 


er, in the mean while me Lords kt | 
turd Prince, findiß Thiogs were gone this Length, that he muſt ei- 
feine cker die, or ſubmit to the Cabo's Pleaſure, "took" upon them to 
afſion reaſon the Queen into a Compliance, as they did. He ſet for- 
J ard then to Aleaco with a moſt magnificent Train. 'So ſoon 
be drew near the Place, the Cubo ſent his two Sons to 


Fortreſs.” The Cubo on the contrary inſiſted upon it, and ſo 


Nigg omplement him, under the Title of Soveraign of Japan, yield= 


ehe him every where the firſt Place. This unexpected Ho- 


both ear took away all Jealouſies and Suſpicions, and he enter'd* 


„ ce in a Kind of Triumph, every one running out to ſee 


gren ce his Father's Death. Being enter'd into the Palace, the 


Battel ubo receiv'd him with all the Marks of Reſpect and Rind- 
Tom, teſs, as became the Preſumptive Heir of the Crown, and his 
nſelrerandchild. On this Score he walkd by his Side, but in all 


ther Kinds ſhew'd ſuch Difference to him, that the Prince was 
F. able ro diſſemble his Joy. What quite remov'd all Man- 
kr of Suſpicions from his Thoughts, was the Cubes Tears 

. Aa upon 


— —— ———T———————— vc 


im, as being the firſt Time he had ever appear'd in Publick 


of 
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| d the \particulas, cher b 


States, generally take their Riſe from this Source, and one may 
| t for 


They made Preſents. on both Sides, but thoſe of the Prince 
were more eſteem' d. He treated both the Cuba, 115 e 


K — Cc 1 8 a __— — 


| 

Cubo's, Arrival. . 44303. ef01%] a5 : 

* All Things being thus - adjuſted betwixt them to the Sati- 
Ckturch ef faction of both Parties, the Fathers of the Society (who wen 

pan. diſpers'd about the Country to beg Charities and Alms, n 

| their Support) baptiz'd this Year, eleven thoaſand People, and f 
ſeveral of them, Perſons of better Faſhion. In the Year 1611, die 

Canzugedono King of Fingo, a profeſs d Enemy of the Chriſftia , 

Religion, and as Heaven wou'd have it, he was ſeiz'd with at g 

Apoplexy on the very Day he was intending to renew the c 

Perſecution againſt. the Faithful. The Lords of the Empire al g 

generally gave Leave to the Fathers to preach the Goſpel u . 

their States, inſomuch, that nothing now was wanting to con- f, 

pleat their Eſtabliſhment, but the Conſent, and repealing 7 ti 
coſame's Laws, which for erg Ends, were ſtill kept in Force. 

Tho? the Prince himſelf ſeem'd leſs favourable to the Cauſe, | 

this did not hinder the Fathers from fixing a Reſidence in & th 

ranga where he kept his Court, nor from penetrating into C., p 

2uque, which was part of his. hereditary Eſtate. | D 

The ſame Year the Biſhop of Japan erected at Narngaſaqu,s 5 : 

Confraternity of the moſt Holy Sacrament, which began. by a i 07 

lemn Proceſſion, where all the Brother- hood aſſiſtẽd ia ſcarlet 3 

Robes, with white Tapers in their Hands. Every Month allo, the 

they were preſent. at high Maſs, and communicated at the ſam yn 


Time with great Devotion. It's not to be expreſs'd how thi 


help'd to encreaſe the Fervour of the Chriſtians, towards A 
f 0 


for Martyrdom, 


Holy Sarrmment. They us'd to go 2 in the Day-Time 
to adore. it, and at Night, when the Church Doors were ſhut, 
they have been ſeen ſtanding in the Porch, praying for à con- 
They reckon'd at this Time in Fapar 117 Religious of the 
Societies, and 64. of theſe in Holy-Orders. Father Paſſius ha- 
ving viſited the Province, return'd back to Chira, and four others 
died the ſame Year in the Country; viz. Father Ant hom Cor-" 
dero à Portugueſe, Who had labour'd for 21 Years together in 
Japan, Father Bernard of Arragon, Father Peter Rodrigues 4 Por- 
tugurſe, who had liv'd there upwards of 25 Years, and Father 
Gregory Ceſpedes of Madrid, a Mau much celebrated for his La- 
bours and Sufferings in that Mifſion, for the Courſe of four 
at lar IT Tt TER n 
The Grief for the Loſs of theſe able Men, was much abated 
by the happy News which arriv'd there at the ſame Time, of 
the Beatification' of St. Ignatius of Loyola Founder of the Soci⸗ 
ety of Jeſus. They made a ſolemn Proceſſion on this Occaſion, 
where forty Re affiſted in Copes, without reckoning into the 
Number, the us © | 
who then reſided at Nungaſumm. The next Day the Biffo 
officiated in Pontificalibus, and the Ceremony concluded wit 
Inuminations of Joy. The ſame Order was obſery'd at Arima, 
where the Queen being ſore handled with a dangerous Diſtem- 
per, was preſently.cyr'd by, Invocation of this Saint. I forbear 
to mention feverat other Miracles which God wrought the 
8 ears in as by Interceſſion of this grand Zealot of 
Souls; thi * 1 hecauſe Perſons of little Faith are apt to 
take Check àt ſich Relation, and partly. becauſe” I do not 
ot any of them mention'd in the Proceſs of his Cationiza- 
on. Cen eis e eue. HALT ee | * © 
Ialſo omit the — — Deaths of ſeveral zealous Chriſtians, 
which were frequently accompanied with Prodigies, to come to 


the Martyrs. It's no hard Matter to gueſs how ready theſe devout 


People were to lay down their Lives for the Faith, by the 
Diſpoſition of a little Infant of four Years of Age, which Pm 
next to ſpeak of. The Prince of Farima having publiſh'd an 
Order againſt the Chriſtians, at the Inſtigation of a certain Ben- 
ze, who. accus' d them for conſpiring his Death, one Part of 
them left the Kingdom, and the reſt all prepar'd themſelves 


cr - 
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e of St. e St. Dominick, and St. Auſtin, 
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Child. 
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| A certain Neophite going one Day into a neighbouring Chri- 
ſtian's Houſe, ask d a little Child of ſome four Vears of Age, 
whether he wou'd renounce. his Faith, in Caſe they came to 
put him to Death? By no Means (ſaid the Child.) i gen ſuf 
fer Martyrdom then? (reply'd the Neophite) My Fat her, Mother, 
and I (continu'd the Child) will be all of us Martyrs ? But do you 
know (added the Neophite) what it is to be 4 Martys ? Tes ( Gia 
the Child) to have our Heads ſtruck off for the Faith: The Neo- 
phite then to EY, him farther, added, Poor, Child, 2 do no- 
an ath. What 


| thing but. weep and cry, when they come to put you to Death. What 
| cry? (ſaid the Childꝭ No : TI laugh, II ſtreteh out my Neck to 
| the Executioner, and ſay Jeſus Maria. | | | 


This ſame Year 1611, dy'd Father It Mancio, Head of the 
late Embaſſy to Rome, from the three Princes of Japan, to ren- 
der. Obedience to the Vicar of Chrift, under Gregory the XIII. 
Being , honour'd by all the Princes of - Europe in his Trayels, 
| he was no ſooner return'd Home, but he conſecrated , himſelf 
| to God in the Society of Jeſus. His Example drew after it 
dis other three Companions in the faid Embaſſy, to the ſame 

State. They liv'd moſt exemplar Lives, and ended their Days, 
ſome, by a natural Death, others by Martyrdom, as we ſhall 
ſee in its proper Place. Father Ito Mancio dyd at the Age ot 
| three and forty Years, having ſpent one and twenty of them 
in the Society, in the Service of God, and the Salvation of his 
N Neighbour. 1 ö 15 A an ik 4 Fe * _—_ 
This Loſs was defign'd to be repairjd by a Reinforgement of ſe- 
| ven other Companions of the une Society, who Fore ſent this 
Year for Japan, but the Ship falling in with the Chinezs Pyrates, 
| they were every Man put to Death, to the great Affiction of the. 
' Fathers, who depended much on theſe Recruits, in Be bear 
up againſt the Fury of the Perſecution, which we are next to treit 
| ons MO rigs lov to d, aniyib)s oft imo offs] 
| © I dt g bono upon 27% Nail 
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| Heroes triumphing over the Enemies of our Faith, 14 7 
eo 


tyrs of the Church. But to proceed orderly in this Mat- 
ter, let's firſt examine the Reaſon of this Perſecution. The. 
Cuho now abſolute Maſter of Japan, having remov'd the Seat 
of his Empire to Suranga, ſix Days 3 from Meaco, 
built there a ſtrong Citadel by Way of ſecuring his Treaſu- 


ry. The ſame Year alſo 162, he marry'd his eldeſt Son (who 
3 Was near upon forty; Vears of Age) to one of the late Nobu- 


rang as Nieces, Taytoſama's Wife's Siſter, and Prince Hadeys- 
is Aunt, appointing his Reſidence at Fredo, the Metropolis 
of Quanto. Finding then that Prince Fideyori grew up in Ex- 
perience and Valour, under the wife Conduct of his Mo- 
ther, and fearing to leave his Son after his Deceaſe, ſo po- 
wertul an Enemy on his Hands, he reſolv'd to PET 


Enter nom into a Field of Battel, where we | ſhall ſee ze cauſe 


the Pere- 


> 
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= of Capacity of hurting him, by waſting his Treaſures, which 
are ſaid to be the 8 Nerves of War, himſelf hoarding up 
immenſe.. Riches in the Mean while, by the Benefit of Com- 

merce and Trade. But having lately broke off with the 
Portugueſe, his next Buſineſs was to ſtrike in with the Hollander, 
who lately put in at Firando. Theſe People then infinitly 

- ambitious of trafficking in Japan, promis'd of Hand to furniſh 
him with all the Merchandiſe both of China and Europe, but 
being nothing ſo Powerful then as they are now of Days, 
inſtead of thoſe rich Ladings, they brought in nothing but 
ſome inconſiderable Wares, and Abundance of Cheeſe, which 
the Japonians never Eat of. The Emperour much diſſatisfyd 
with this kind of Traffick, reſolv'd to call back the Portugueſe, 
and at the ſame Time to keep fair with the Hollander. To 
this End, he ſent an Embaſſy to the Jeſuits of Mac ao in Ching, 
praying they wou'd” uſe their Intereſt with the Port upuefe to 
return back to Japan, which was eaſily effected, and the Com- 
merce ſettłd as before. I 


- - £ 


To eſtabliſh it alſo on a laſting Foundation, he ſuſpended 
for a Time the Execution of the penal Laws againſt the Chri. 
Riaiis, but towards the End of the Year 1611, the Perſecution 
broke out ais more furious than ever, and theſe were the 

Reaſons, as all the Hiſtorians of Japan do agree. T faid At 
for I do not reckon in this Number a certain modern Author, 
whom Men of Honour and Integrity do ſet aſide, for his 
manifeſt Calumnies, Impoſtures, and perpetual Contradiftions. 
What I have to ſay of his Work is; it may ſerve to pla 
illiterate Perſons, and Enemies of Truth. Waving then 
Reports of this empty Talker, we'll gather the Truth from 
purer Springs, L mean, the Relations of ſuch Religious Meg: 
travel'd to Japan, in Queſt of Martyrdom; and grew pray 
that painfal and laborious Miſſion. Bohokt then the true 
Reaſons of this Bloody Perſecution, as they are ſet don h 
theſe illuſtrious — | „ oh 91igin 

The firſt, as was ſaid above, was a Jealouſie in the Em- 

r. of the King of Spas Power, who had now penetrated 

into the Eaſt- Indies, where he grew formidable to this nei 
World by a conſtant Courſe of Victories, Lording it on the 
Seas, obliging the crown'd Heads to abandon their Ports, and 
even to huild him Caſtles there, for a Fence againſt them- 
ſelves. Now having ſubdu'd Malaca, the Moluccas and Phi- 
lippines, which. are in a Manner Frontiers of Japan, theſe Infidel 

Friaces, were jealous to the laſt Degree, that he was carrying 

ol 
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Practiſes under - hand with the Chriſtians, who.-deg.; 
1 more than a Prince, of their own Perſwaſion, . 
fare ( 6s they thought) to joyn him upon the firſt, Deſcent 
1 ntry. | N . fon iy ER 
"Theſe Fears and A were ſtill improy'd, by an 
in contrix d Flam of the Spaniſh Pilot above mention d. 
This Caſtilian to make a Shew of his Maſter's Greatneſs, pulpd 
out a Map, and Mark'd, out. the vaſt Extent of his Dominions 


. 


in this, and the other World, adding he made Uſe: of + 
Miſfioners under Colour of Religion, to diſpoſe Peoples og 
for coping of his Yoak. It's not to be imagines how this 
vain and fabulous Story wrought upon them, what Jealouſies 
it gave them of the Chriſtians, and what Apprehenfions they 
were under of a foreign Invaſion. „ii - bas: - 3-0 
What yet helpt to ſettle them in theſe Perſwaſions, was the 
Temerity and Raſhneſs of another Spamiſþ; Pilots, who ſeeing ſo 
many of their Ships wreck'd on the Coaſts of Japan, had the- 
Face to ſound the Ports of theſe Iſlands at Mid-day. He did 
it, it's true, without any ill Deſign at all, and the Faponians 
that ſaw him made no farther Matter of it. But ſome Hol- 
landers that were than at Court, being lately wreck'd on the 
ſame Coaſts, partly in Averſion to the King of Spain, and 
the Catholick Cauſe, and partly Ito engroſs the whole Trade 
to themſelves, gave his Majeſty to underſtand, that in Europe, 
to ſound Ports in this Manner, was a plain and open Act of 
Hoſtility, that the Spaniards were a proud, and ambitiqus Sort 
of People, that ſought to Lord it over afl the World beſides, 
and the Religious their Emiſfaries and Spies, who undet Co- 
lour of Piety, ſeduc'd Princes Subjects, and diſpos'd them by 
Degrees to ſubmit to the Spaniſh Yoak; in a Word, for 
Proof of what they ſaid. The Princes of Germany and Holland 
had both baniſt'd them out of their States, as Enemies, and 
Diſturbers of the publick Peace. 3 vil 42 2571 74 
The cubo upon this Diſcourſe fully convin&d that the Re- 
ligious who had made ſuch vaſt Progreſs in the Country, Fe. 
ſign'd upon the Crown, reſolv'd after the Example of the Eu- 
ropean Princes, to baniſn every Man of them out of his Domi- 
nions. The Xogune his Son ring of his Intentions, order'd 
his Officers to make ſtrict Search after all Chriſtians and Reli- 
gious in his Province, in Order to have them baniſh'd imme- 
diatly out of the Country, but the wiſe and prudent Gover- 
nour modeſtly diverted him from it, by repreſenting that in 


Matters of this Conſequence, he ought not to prevent his Fa- 


thers 


APAN. 3 


, 

- . ” - 
= A, » A 
Ig 
XL. 


r ee 


184 - The Hiſtory of the Church. of TAP AN. 

ther's Deſigns, for that 'wou'd look as if he had 'a Mind 0 
play the Maſter, and condemn his Conduct all along. From 
This Time, none ever mention'd the Chriſtians before the cube, 
but he ſtill dropt ſome harſh reflecting Word or other, chat 
plainly diſcover'd his Malice and Spleen. All that hinder; 
him, from ſhewing himſelf barefac'd in the Matter, was a Feat, 
that they might joyn with Prince Fdeycri, whom he now te- 
ſolv'd in Earneſt ta ſet aſide: But an unhappy Intrigue of 
the King of Arima being diſcover'd at the ſame Time, he 
was not able to contain himſelf, * and this was the Bal. 


.. | | 1488 
Don Protaſe King of Arima, was a Chriſtian Prince, by his 
Means, the whole Kingdom ſubmitted-to the ſweet- Yoak of 
Feſws Chriſt, and Religion flouriſh'd there for many Years. 
Himſelf alſo ſtbod a long Time conſtant to his Purpoſes, but 
beginning to 'relent in Fervour, he fell from ill to ' worſe; and 
abandoning himfelf to his Paſſions, and Ambition in particular, 
he was inveagrhd in an ill Piece of Practice, that in 'Concluſion 
proved his Ruin. He had a Son call'd Michael, of the ſame 
Perſwaſion, with himſelf; and this Gentleman was fairly mar- 
ryU to a certain Princeſs in the Face of the Church. This 
is not that Michael that went Embaſſador to Rome, but his 
Couſin, who was then not much above two Years of Age. 
This young Prince, vain and proud to the ' laſt Degree, and 
ambitious to extend his Domintons, reſolv'd to inſinuate him- 
ſelf into the good Graces of the Cubo; and the propereſt Me- 
thods, as he thought, for ſo doing, was to divorce his Lady, 
and then marry the Emperour's Grandchild: Don 'Protaſe (call 
afterwards John) freely - conſented to the Motion, and this he 
did in Confidence of recovering the Kingdom of Figen, which 
formerly was annex'd to his States, and he thought it little 
leſs than his Due neither, in Conſideration of his good Ser- 
vices to the State, by the late Victory over the Portugueſe, to 

the Scandal of all the Faithful. un en Cn 
This conſiderable Piece of Service then, together with the 
Honour of being ſo near allyed to the Emperour, by his Son's 
Match, made him fure of his Game. There was a certain 
Chriſtian at Court calld Paul Daifaqui, the erranteſt Cheat in 
Nature, but one that was all in all with Cazugedono the Em- 
en, Favourite. Don Protaſe (whom we ſhall call from hence 
orward by the Name of John) happen'd to be acquainted with 
this Paul and imparted to him his Deſign, promiſing him vaſt 
Sums of Money, in Caſe he would bring this Buſineſs to 2 
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pal promis'd all, but did nothing, amuſing the poor Prince 
from Time to Time, with freſh Aſſurances on Condition he 
wou'd not be ſparing in Remittances of Money, in Order to 
waylay the Affection of the Courtiers. 

The Intrigue was carried on for a whole Year in this Manner. 
In the mean while, Paul grew vaſtly rich, by the Prince's Li- 
heralities and the Prince fed himſelf with the empty Promiſes of 
this idle Impoſtor ; but perceiving his Funds to fink apace, he 
preſs'd Daifaqui Home to make an End of the Buſineſs. Daifaqus, 
to cover his Villany, made him believe the 2008 was done, and 
all ready to paſs the Seals, and withall ſent him a Copy of 
the Grant as he pretended, couch'd in ſuch Terms as he knew 

n 


wou'd - pleaſe the Prince. King John took all he.wrote for 
Goſpel, but finding the Patents were not ſent within the 
Time, as was expected, and that Paul ſtill preſs'd for new Sap- 
lies of Money, he grew jealous of his Conduct, and began to 
laſpect the Rear. | re 
To clear this Difficulty, he reſoly'd to go himſelf to Court, 
together with his Son, and his Daughter-in-Law, hoping the 
Cubs io Conſideration of his Grandchild, wou'd immediatly diſ- 
patch the Buſineſs. Don Michael who had renounc'd the Fa- 
your and Hager” of Heaven, to. pleaſe Men, form'd a De- 
ſign worthy ſo baſe an Impoſtor and Apoſtate, intending to 
ſtrip his Father of the Kingdom, under Pretence of procuring 
him another in Exchange. He adviſes him then by all Means 
to halt at Fuximi, till he had diſpos'd the Cube, promiſing to 
ſend him Word in the 'mean Time, how Matters ood at 
Court. Things being thus concerted betwixt them, Don A 
chal went ſtreight to the Emperour at Suranga, to whom his 
Lady operrd all her Grievances, railing againſt her Father-in- 
Law as one that had no Regard at all to her Birth, treating 
her more like a Servant than the Emperour's Grandchild, that | 
in Lieu of turning the Kingdom over to them, as was cufto« - 
mary in Japan at ſuch Years, . would ſerve him but ne, 
Provinces, that he had no Kindneſs for the Children by the 
ſecond Venture, and fo there was Reaſon to fear, that others 
might be advanc'd to her Prejudice. | { 
The Emperour who had no Kindneſs at all for Prince Fohr, 
either becauſe he had ſettl'd the Chriſtian Religion in his States, 
or in Regard of the Crimes that were charg'd upon him by 
the Governour Siſtoie, was much ſtartl'd at the firſt Onſet, 
and told his Daughter, he would take the Matter into Conſi- 
deration. In the mean W Prince Michael went to wait on 
Cans 
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Canzuquedono, telling him that Daifaqui had receiv'd' vaſt Sums 
of Money from his Father, in Order to purchaſe by: his Means 
the Kingdom of gen, and withall they had Notice, that the 
Buſineſs was done. Canxuquedono proteſted he never heard him 
once mention that Concern, but for Fear any ſhould accuſe him 
of taking Bribes, he went ſtreight to the Emperour, and rela- 
ted to him the whole Story. The Emperour preſently took 
Fire at it, ordering. Paul to be ſeiz d, and King John to» come 
immediatly to Court. "<6 46003 io ws 14 
This poor Prince blinded with Paſſion, verily believ'd that 


the Cubo, was going to give him the Inveſtiture of Figer ; but 
inſtead thereof, to his great. Surpriſe, they arraign'd him. at 
the Bar for high Misdemeanours, and unfair Practiſes. The 
Matter being examin'd, Paul was declar'd an Impoſtor, and ag 
ſuch, condemn'd to be burnt by a ſlow Fire, together with his 
Wife. But he was pleas'd afterwards to mitigate the Sentence 
in Relation to the Wife ordering ſhe ſhou'd be led to the 
Place of Execution, and: aſſiſt at her Husband's Death. The 
or unfortunate Man acknowledg'd his Fault, and dy'd penitent 
r the Expiation of his Sins, the Wife all the while encouraging 
by to truſt. in the Mercies of God, and be conſtant in his 

ait. yt 1 
As for Prince John, the Emperour took his Goverment from 
him, and condemn'd him to perpetual Baniſhment. Theres 
nothing ſo effectual to call an ambitious Man back to him- 
ſelf, as reverſe of Fortune. This unhappy Man ſeeing Him- 
ſelf diſgrac'd at Court, grew Penitent for his Faults, Ta 
Pardon. of God: with Tears in his Eyes, and ſubmitted to the 
Sentence in Satisfaction for his Sins, and here we'll leave him, 
till Opportunity ſerve of treating of his tragical Manner of 

: Death. , 

The Empe- The Emperour who had expreſly forbid the Nobles to turn 
* — K Chriſtians, ſeeing no Regard was had to his Orders, reſolvd 
ftims from do take an Account of his own Family, and make them exem- 
Court, plhary for a Terrour to the reſt. To this End he pitch'd out 
ourteen of the Heads, and ask'd them how they durſt diſobey 
his Commands? They anſwer'd with an unanimous Conſent, 
that there was a God above, and rul'd over the Kings and 
Princes of the Earth, whoſe Voice all muſt hear; that this 
God expreſly forbid them to adore Devils, or transfer his 
Worſhip to inſenſible Creatures, that his Laws did not at all 
abſolve them from Obedience to their Soveraign, on the con- 


trary, by turning Chriſtians they contracted a new o 
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of ſerving him with an inviolable Fidelity, and for Inſtance of 
it, they were ready to ſacrifice Lives and Fortunes in his Ma- 
jelty's Service, but to. diſpute the Orders of the grand So- 
veraign of Heaven and Earth, whom the Emperours them- 
ſelyes were oblig'd to ſerye, was neither fair nor juſt; for the 
reſt, Religion apart, they werg, entirely at his Majeſty's Devo- 


tion. 1 iti £1 13, 2 Mas "9 Pb 4 £45 we 
The Emperour not at all ſatisfy'd with this can did and 
modeſt Anſwer, ſeat them Word, . that being his Vaſſals, they 
were bound to a perfect and entire Obſervance of his Commands, 
anda Violation of this Nature deſerv'd Death. However in 
Conſideration of their paſt Services, he was pleas d to ſpare 
their Lives, but. at the ſame Time confiſcated their Eſtates, and 
condemn d them to perpetual Baniſhment, forbidding any Prince 
or Nohleman in the Country, on Pain of his high Diſpleaſure, 
to hatbour or furniſh them with Subſiſtance. Theſe Valiant 
Champions ſo ſoon as Sentence was paſſed, march'd off cheerfully 
with their Wives and Children, praiſing God that they were 
found worthy to {uffer for his holy Name. | | 

The Governours of the Provinces ſeeing the Emperour had 
baniſh'd fourteen of his Courtiers, partly to. pleaſe: the Prince 
and partly out of an Averſion to Religion, commanded all 
under their Obedience to return to the Worſhip of the Gods. 
Some few comply'd, but the Generality proteſted againſt it, 
inſomuch, that above four hundred wealthy and ſubſtantial 
Pegſons, - were in a Moment oft, . reduc'd to Beggary, 
wandering, with their, Wives, and Children about the Country, 


F 


and none all the while to harbour them, beſides. the Chriſtians, 
who in Contempt of the Emperours Orders, gave them where 
withall to ſupport. their Lives. _ | 23 

The fourteen Lords had not the ſame good Luck, for the Ide adni- 
Guards took Care to hinder them, from doing ſuch good Offices. oe * 
The Honour I have for the Church of Japan, and its Memhers A 
puts me under a Neceſſity of recounting in this Place, the fia 
Combats and Victories of theſe Noble Exiles. L.uordi bas 

The Head of this. glorious Troop, was call'd Didaquez _— for 
Gomoia, He. was a young Nobleman at the Age of four and 
twenty Years, . an illuſtrious Family, and ſo innocent 
in his Manners and Converſation, that he was generally pro- 
pos'd as. a- perfect Model of true Virtue; infomuch, that it 
was a common Saying amongſt them, when any one lean'd to 
2 Plous and devout Life, he was going to turn a Didaque . He 
receiyed Baptiſm fix Years mm his Baniſhmeat, but was ſo 

| B b 2 re- 


188 The Hiſtory of the Churchof JAPAN. 
repleniſh'd with the Holy Ghoſt, that he thought there was no 
greater Pleaſure in the World, than to honour God himſelf, 
and bring others to the ſame. Knowledge. The Heathens 
were charm'd with his Affability and Sweetneſs, and generally 
beliey'd him, the moſt accompliſh'd Man in his Time. Ey 
one admir'd to ſee a young Cavalier in ſo diſſolute a Court, 
keep his Purity without Taint. He built in his own Territories 
a fair and goodly Church, and erected alſo a Confraternity of 
the Bleſſed Virgin, with an, Obligation on all the Sodaliſts, to 
invite the Heathens to an Expoſition of the Chriſtian Doctrine 
by one of the Fathers of the Society. He purchas'd for them 
beſides, at his own proper Expence, a Houſe in Suranga, and 
FettPd a Fund for one of the Fathers to reſide there, for the 
Converſion of the Infidels. In a Word, he himſelf, converted 
both his Wife, Brothers, Siſters and the whole Family, his 
Mother only excepted, who ſtill continu'd a peeviſh Hea» 
then. | ag, | 

At the Beginning of the Perſecution, he chanc'd to be 

abſent from Court, but hearing the Signal was given, he went 
ſtreight to the Feſuirs Houſe to receive the holy Sacraments, 
and entertain'd himſelf the whole Night with the Thoughts 
of Martyrdom: Before his Proceſs was over, he was call'd by 
ſome Buſineſs or other, into the Kingdom. of Micava about 
three Days Journey from Suranga, and in that mean while the 
Council drew up a Liſt of the Catholick Noblemen, condemnin 
them to perpetual Baniſhment, and Daifaqui at the Head o 
the Roll. So ſoon as the News came to his Hands, he was 
Juſt tranſported out of himſelf with Joy, praiſing Almighty 
God for reducing him to Poverty, for his Sake. £3 
He immediately quitted his Houſe, Poſſeſſions, and Friends, 
and march'd out chearfully together with his Wife, and a 
young Child of two Years of Age to a poor Village, where WH 
| all was wanting but Patience and the Croſs. He wrote from Jut 
tthence ſeveral moving and edifying Letters, which for Brevity's 

Sake, I here omit. 3 8 | 

Be e. But at the fame Time, I muſt take Notice of a rare Example. 
zeſt Deſire of Faith, Charity, and Conſtancy, in two Brethren . of this 
of two exiPd Troop. Fhey calld the one Joachim, and the other 

Brethren Bartholomew, both of them were young Men, and both of them 

. under Twenty Years of Ape, and late Converts. Being abſent 

ow. from Court when the Names were taken the Commiſlary 

who had a Mind to ſtand their Friend, left them out of the 
Liſt ;-but the Brethren hearing that Search was made after the 
Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, and believing the Jeſairs. wou'd prove © the" firſt. FF 
Victims in the Perſecution,” they poſted to Suranga,”and® took 
ap their Quarters in the College, diſpoſing themſelves for 
Martyrdom by the holy Sacraments of Confeſſion, and Com- 

union. A i DS 8, n, 
"The Fathers there gave them an Account of Tranſactions 
at Court, that they had drawn up a Liſt of the Ghriſtians, and 
preſented it to the Emperour, and withall that they two were 
not of the Number. Alas! (they cry'd weeping änd lamen- 
ting their Misfortune) Isg our Sins that fort d ui from! Saran a, 
where we might have gain d the Crown of Martyrdom. They 44 
not think us wort hy to be rec kom d amongſt the Servants of Jeſas Chriſt, 
In this Manner they continu'd the. whole Night weeping, with 
ſuch a lively Senſe and Feeling of their Misfortune, that the 
Company was not able to hold from Fears. an vt. res 

In the Morning, they addreſs'd themſelves to the Governour, 
ſaying, Sir, it happen d we were abſent, when they calld over the 
Roll of the Chriſtians in the Court, and ſa by Miſtake, are leſt out, 
but being now returm d Home, we beg you'll pleaſe to tale in onr Names, 
and ſionify unto. the Officers, that we' are Fart of: the: Number. The 
Governour ſurpris'd at their Diſcourſe; conjur'd them to hold 
their Peace, for it was as much as their Lives were worth, if 
ever it was known. G (ſaid he) and make no more Noiſe, and 
here my Word it ſhall paſs. no farther. Sr, (reply'd the Gen- 
tlemen dont miſcalculate our Meaning, we same not hit her 10 be 
our Lives, but to pray you would ſet us down in the Liſt, among 
the other Chriſtians, which we value more than 4 thouſand Lives 
put together; and if you wont liſten to us, we ſhall be ford to appeal 
to the Emperour himſelf for Juſtice. % 10 VIFDERC 

The Governour was amaz'd at theſe Threats, and for Fear 
of the Conſequences that might enſue, was forc'd to apply 
himfelf to the Commiſſary, and acquaint him with this Reſo-- 
lution. The Judge (who admir'd the Gentlemen for their Youth, 
and excellent Qualities) believ'd they might poſſibly change 
their Sentiments, in Caſe they were juridically cited before him, 
and ſo ſends away for Bartholomew, to make bis Appearance” 
in the Court. The young Man ſeeing himſelf cited to the 
bar, was overjoy d and earneſtly recommended his Cauſe to 
od. The Judge was ſeated in a Throne, with ſome fourſtore 
zatlemen about him that were aſſembled thither on. Purpoſe 
(0 aſliſt in the Tryal. This majeſtick and terrible Court, was 
nough to daunt a young Man of ſeventeen Years of Ape, eſ- 
cially when deſtitute at all Council and Advice, and in {@ 
| | mee 
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nice a Matter, where Life and Fortune lay at Stake. But the 
Son of God verify'd on this Occaſion his Promiſe to his Dif. 
ciples, by infuſing a divine Wiſdom into their Souls, which 
all the Tyrants in the World cannot. refilt. Deve 
The judge making a Sign for him to advance, put theſe 
Queſtions to him: Bartholomew art thou a Chriſtian? And im. 
mediatly all were attentive to hear the Event. The young 
Man then anſwer'd readily, and with an audible Voice, Tec, &, 
1 am, and intend to continue ſo, to my laſt. Breath: How long (ad- 
ded the Judge) have you follow'd that Perſmaſion ? For theſe tay 
Tears (ſaid Bartholomew) But dont you know (continu'd the 
Judge) That the Emperour expreſly forbids all People to "embrac 
hat. Law? I know (reply'd Bartholomew) that the Emperour f 
Japan forbids it, and the Emperour of Heaven and Earth con- 
mands it, wha ſhall I obey The Judge finding himſelf pinch'd, 
cluded the Difficulty, ſaying he knew no other Gods but A 
and Amida and theſe he ought. to obey. Then he tem 
him with Riches and Preferments, and threaten'd him with u 
ignominious Death in Caſe he did not comply. 
But theſe Flatteries and Threats made not the leaſt Impref- 
ſion upon him; Th Cubo (faid he) promiſes periſhable Goods, 
and threatens with temporal | Evils, but the great God of FHeava, 
promiſes eternal Life to ſuch as keep his Commandments, and di. 
nounces eternal Death to thoſe that violate his ſacred Orders, win 
wou'd hallance on the Choice For the reſt (he added) if I pron 
perfidious to my God, I ſhall not deſerve: to be honour d by my Princi 
fer Virtue only can be "worthy of Recompence, and to. renounce it i 
certainly the blackeſt of Treaſons, That done, he dilated himſel 
upon the Sanctity of our Religion, and fill'd with the Spirit 
of God, cry'd out; | Let the Heavens hear me, and the Earth l. 
ſten unto; my Voice, and all preſent give Ear unto what I ja), 
and bear Wi 5s, J would rather be burnt alive, hew'd in Piec, 
| and ſuffer all the Tarments imaginable, than break the leaſt Cam 
mandment of God. He pronounc'd theſe Words with ſo louda 
3 Voice, and ſuch Zeal of Spirit, that the Court was in Amaze 
" at it, as never dreaming of ſuch an Anſwer, from a Youth d 
l ſeventeen Years of Age. 1 | | 
The Judge ſeeing him ſo determin'd, call'd in his Brother: 
The young Man ſurprisd to ſee Bartholomew at the Bar, betore 
ſo numerous a and Stranger to what had paſs d, fd 
dis Eyes upon him, and ſaw preſently by his pleaſant Coun- 
tenance, that he was Maſter of the Field ; that done he pre. 
par'd for the Attack, but the Judge fearing: to be ne 
| before 
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before ſo great an Aſſembly, diſmiſ&d the Court without exa- 


mining farther, and went to make his Report to the Emper- 
our, who order'd them to be ſent into Baniſhment with the or 
ther Twelve. When the Sentence was read before them, they 
expreſs'd a Joy above what can be expreſs'd, and went ſtreight 
to the Jeſuits College with the welcome News. Nom, my God, 
(aid they) we are your Servants, becauſe you. are pleas'd ro bonoyu 
us with a Part in your Sufferings. O happy 2 d we be] F with he 
Loſs of our Places, Honours, and Fortunes, we might lay down our Lyves. 
100 for your Baltes. ol) oo zg Joon nc ulla ids 
Amongſt theſe fourteen Exiles, there was one calbd Cafioie, 
an old experienc'd Captain, Governour of a ſtrong Caſtle, and 
one of the Emperours Creatures. He appear'd at. firſt deter- 
min'd to die for the Faith, but being baptiz'd only, two- 
Months before, together with his Son, betwixt the Fear of 
forfeiting his Eſtate, and the Hopes of ingratiating himſelf with 
the Emperour, he wickedly-renounc'd his Religion, and gave 
Advice of it to the Governour. The Emperour in Lieu of 
commending the Action, treated him with the greateſt Con- 
tempt imaginable, calling him Fool, baſe, and Caward, for 
betraying his Conſcience, to preſerve a temporal Fortune, and 
ſo this unhappy Man, might truly ſay with a famous Courtier 
of our Nation, Becauſe I ſtudy d to pleaſe the King more than my 
Cod, I loſt the Favour of both. » Samay 
The Cubo not content with baniſhing the Lords of his Court, ze ;,.;.. 
reſoly'd to, wreak his Spite on the Ladies too, for he choſe out cible Con- 
three viz. Julia, Clare, and Lucy, who were all of a more di- rage f 
tinguiſh'd Quality than the | reſt, and reſolv'd to make Ex. ome Ori- 
amples of them. He ſhut them up in a Chamber, where they _ 
were viſited by his Wives and the other Ladies of the Court, 
who did all that was poſlible to make them forſake their Re- 
ligion ; repreſenting to them their Youth, and Fortunes, the 
Proſpet of new Preferments, the Torments that were prepar'd 
for them as Baniſhment, Fire, Gibbets, and all that Paſſien 
and Cruelty cou'd invent, but theſe dreadful Apgeangnces made 
«ch 


not the leaſt Impreſſion on their conſtant Minds. 


The Ladies made Report of it to the Emperour, who in- 
ſtead of admiring their Courage, conceiv'd ſo paſſionate an In- 
dignation againſt them, that nothing wou'd ſerve him, but 
he muſk make them away. Immediatly he began then with Fulia 
Native of Corea, whom Don FAuſtiz togk Priſoner in the late 
War, and brought over with him to Japan. She was endu'd 


with al the Advantages of Body and Mind, that con. ye 
ir 
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_This notwithſtanding, I 
_ own Thoughts, provided ſhe wou'd give any exteriour Sign of 


deſir'd in a Lady of Quality. Don Auſtin that generbus Chi. 
Ttian, who makes ſuch a Figure in this Hiſtory, took Care 80 
Have her inſtructed in the Faith, and train'd her up in a ſte. 
dy and eminent Courſe of Piety. After his Death Dayfuſan, 
charm'd with her admirable Perfe&ions, took her into his 
Court, and gave her a conſiderable Poſt amongſt the Ladies 
of the firſt Rank, where ſhe ſhin'd like a Sun amongſt the leſſer 

ene d A 
The Emperour hearing the three Ladies were inflexible it 
their Reſolutions, took out Lucy and Clare, and then ordert 
the Bed- Chamber Ladies, to make one Attack more on Juli 
Apart. They ugd all the Arts imaginable, enlarging upot 
her Obligations to the Emperour, who had rais'd her from the 
mean Condition of a Slave, to the firſt Offices in the Court 
and made her the Envy of Queens themſelves, ſuch Favours de. 
ſery'd at leaſt an Acknowledgment from her Hands, and al 
he requir'd, was only a Deference to his Will in Point of Re 
ligion. For the reſt, having engap'd his Word to ſee the 
Laws obſery'd, it was neither reafonable not fitting he ſhou! 
ive himſelf the Lye, to pleaſure a poſitive Woman, whom te 
had rais'd on Bong to a Kind of Equality with himſel 
he was content to leave her free to be 


her Submiſſion to his Orders; and beſides there was not aty 
Thing ſhe cou'd deſire of him, that he wou'd not grant upo 
this Compliance. But withall, in caſe- ſhe ſtill held out, and 


oppos'd his Will, ſhe muſt then expect to ſuffer all the Torment 


at his injur d Majeſty cou'd inflict. In a Word, they fel 


about her Neck, conjuring her with Tears in their Eyes, 10 


to expoſe herſelf wiltully to theſe Cruelties, which might ſo er 
fily be prevented. A 

Julia heard all they ſaid with great Patience and Calmneh, 
but ſo ſoon as they * to tender upon it, ſhe had all the 
Difficulty in the World to Command herſelf. Neverthelels 
rallying all her Forces together, and fottify'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſhe humbly thank'd them for their Kindneſs to her, de- 
claring ſhe ſnou'd think Herſelf the moſt ungrateful Perſon it 
the World, if ſhe did not acknowledge the Favours of ti 
Emperour, to whom ſhe was indebted for her Life, Liberty, 
and Fortune. But (ſaid ſhe) ſhall I tell you Ladies; there's an- 
ther Emperour in Heaven, whom I ſtand much more oblig'd to. It's 
he that gave me a Being, and now conſerves it; it's be that re- 


deem d me ont. of Hell even before I knew him, and now that | 
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to feion Janorance, and diſſembie Religion to -pleaſe Men, in Con- 
_ of his divine Ordinances an ALE Ti proteſts be 
renounce thoſe in the other World, that renounce him in this. Dont 
think Ladies, then to frighten or flatter me out. of my Faith.” \Z 
Tongue ſhall never berray my Heart, for in Deſpite of all Torment I 
keep my Faith wir h the Soveraign Lord of Heaven and (Earth, . Fe 
This Anſwer put the Ladies into Paſſion, and ſeeing her 
make ſo ill a Return to their Kindneſs, they lanchd into ſharp 
lnvegtives, faying a thouſand reflecting Things againſt | her, 
which ſhe bore with-a great deal cf Patience. What's more, 
in the Heat of the Fit, they went and accus'd her for ſtea- 
ling ſometimes out of the Palace without Leave. The Empe- 
rour order'd Informations of it to be drawn up in due Form, 
and upon the main, it was made out, that ſne never had gone 
any where, divine Service only excepted, and then there were 
conſtantly ſuch Perſons about her, as were reſponſible for her 
Conduct; ſo the Lady's foul Practiſes ſerv'd only to juſtify 
her Innocence. The Prince ſeeing ſhe wou'd rather die than 
ſubmit to his Pleaſure, proceeded to Sentence, and condemn'd 
her to perpetual Baniſhment, in the Iſland of Oxima. They 
conducted her then in a Litter to Agiro, fifteen Leagues from 
Suranga, where ſhe was to embark for the Iſland. In the Jour- 
ney ſhe found ſo much Pleaſure in the Thoughts of being ba- 
niſh'd for the Love of Jeſus Chriſt, that it was a Pain to her 
to be carried in the Litter, and ſhe was ſo importune with 
the Guards, that they were forC'd to ſet her down, and let 
her walk bare Foot, through hard and ſtony Ways, in Imitati- 
on of our Lord, who went not to Calvary (faid ſhe) in a 
Coach, but on Foot, and that with hard Labour and Fatigue 
too. But being tenderly brought up, ſhe went not far before 
her Strength began to fail, infomuch that they were forc'd to 
take her up again, and the rather, for Fear Perſons ſhould re- 
fle& upon them in their Return, for being ſevere upon a Lady 
of her Merit. Being arriv'd at Agiro, they found a little Bark 
ready to waft her over to Oxima, but before ſhe weat on Board, 
ſhe call'd for Pen and Ink, and wrote as follows to Father 
Francis Paſſius then Viſiter of the Society of Feſus in Japan. 
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| bave conſecrated" my ſelf to his Service, what Ingratitude would it ble 
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Nod hath been infinitely merci ful to me, in taking me out: of thy 
| Court after Parr rude Combat. 1 am baniſh'd * th 
Cores of Oxima. I nn neuer enough admire, and praiſe the diving 
vvidence, for doing me the Honow' 10 let me ſuffer Baniſhment for 

hi, Sale; a Favour I eſteem more than all the Riches and Pleaſure; 
of the World. I am diſpos'd to | ſuffer | all: Kind of Afflictians, both 
patiently. and cheerfully... Don't: be concern d, but remember me in 
Jour- Sacrifice, and Prayers, and write ds often æt you can. They 

We le on Board, an fo F muſt, conclude. mh the Aſſurance, that 


I ſpall always. remain, Reverend Father, 


51903 115 Your very humble and obedien ient Dang -htez 
The 26 of the and Servant in our Lord, 1 
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Some Chriſtians being on the Key, when ſhe was going to 
imbark, ſne turn'd towards them, and wept, not for her Ba- 
niſnment (as ſhe ſaid) but becauſe ſhe was now probable to 
bid Farewel, to holy Maſa, and the Die af the Sacraments \, 4 
above all, becauſe there was no Hopes left of ' ſuffering  Martyram 
fer Jeſus Chrift. © A certain Chriſtian who was there prefent, 
told her he heard à Father ſay, that the Church hondur d e- 
veral Saints for Martyrs, that dy'd in Baniſhment, tho' they ne- 
ver ſhed their Blood for Jeſs Chriſt, and this Anſwer gar 
her ſo much Satisfaction, that ſne wrote in that ec nf 
ro the Father; to thank him for teaching ſo comfortable Do- 


Arine; | | {HERD 17 TY h 

She ſet fail then for the Ifland of Oximzz, where ſhe did not rel 
paſt thirty Days, tifſ they came to remove her toanother little ſma 
Hand;calPd N:xima. There ſhe met with the other two Ladies, that 
were baniſd on the ſame Account. It's not to be expreſs'% 
how they all rejoyc'd to meet again in this deſert: Place, bat 
the Satisfaction was of no Continuance, for within the Compaß 
of fifteen Days, they ſhifted her again to a hideous and roch 
Place call'd Cozuxima, where there were only ſeven or eight 
poor Fifhermen, that liv'd in ſtraw Huts, who had much ad 
(wich all their Pains and Labour) to give her a Being, and = 
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was the Deſire we de es ker 'by chef Ward) 
ſhips, to renounce her Faith, and return to Court 


But ſhe was Proof againſt all his Batteries. We may . N 


ther her Virtue out of à Letter ſhe -wrote to Auto, to Father 
Moreyon, who baptiz'd her. She ſays there, that 
her felf rich upon that Rock, and led à more 
than in the Court it ſelf through the Abundance of ſpiritual 

Delights, which God in that ferlern Sotude, was 
pour into her Soul. She © was affficted indeed for de- 
priv d of the Benefit of holy Alas, but this Lofs was repair'd 
again by daily Prayer, an LO Contemplation of Hea- 
yenly Things. 7 Ren, + ( fays the,) this Rock te be Mount Cal- 
vary, an br Fox wh the Croſs , % beg Pardon for mny 
"7 5 a nd to die our Lord, I alſo frame 

1 2 ry 7.00 Mafs, amd at every 
— — on fomething of 'the (Paſo, which? 
an Ocean of Delights. Now thinking the'was to ul her Days 
in that Place, ſhe begs of the Father to fend her the Lives 
of Saints, and an Hour-Glaſs to re 4 — Meditations by, 
as alſo two Lights, a little Bell and Picture of the Prieſt at 
Miſe, for a more Se Reel Repreſentation of the holy Sacrifice of 
the Altar. Behold the Celeſtial Manna which ” God: rain'd 
down in this Deſert, for the Food of this devout Soul, who 
for his Love, had left all the Flower and Fat of Let 
us leave this innocent Magualen in the chaſt Embraces of her 
Spouſe, to Tee the tragical End of King Toby. F 

He fed in Exile, weeping for his Sins. and and doing mot 
ſevere Penance, for AMittion ( as was faid ) open'd his Eyes, 
and made bim fee his Failings. All his Satisfaction was to reud Peab. 
pious and devout Books,” meditacin dn our Lord's Paſſion, 
which reliſhes beſt, when one bears part with kim in his 
A Being natura ;E 2 hot and cholerick Tempe 
many betiey'd She Su wou'd - oblige him to ſatte 
deſperate Attempt, bat God in ſideration of his good Services 
to the Church, fayour'd him with 6 extraordinary Graces, 
that of a Wolf, he became a Lamb; of an ambitions Prince, 
an humble penitent; and of a ſcandalous Chriſtian, a true 
Model of Perfection. 

Queen Jun his ſecond Wife, who was baptiz'd by Father 
Alexander Valignan in the Year 1599, being a pions and devout 
Lady, accompany'd __ in his Baniſhment, and help'd much 
to eaſe his Troubles, b 45 e Sweetneſs of her Converſation, and 
good Books. Being t — pag with his 7 

actice, 


efteem'd - 
pleaſant Life 


asd to 


Parr the Sacr | 
. 


Prince 


es, John's 
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Practiſe, he pray'd her to note down. what Faults ſhe had 
obſer v'd in him, ſince they firſt, liy d ; together. He read them 
over, in Order to excite himſelf. to a lixely Sorrow, and make 


Satisfaction for the Scandal, retracting alb he had ſaid or done 


before his domeſtick Servants. His whole Deſire was to attone 
for them by his Death, and God was pleas'd to hear his 
Prayer. It was procur'd by bis unnatural Son Prince Michael, 
ho not content with turning him out of his Kingdom, cou'd 
not be at quiet till he had his Life to. 
This Barbarian for Fear his Father ( who ſtill kept Corefpon- 


dence with ſome. of the Lords,) ſnhou'd be reſtor'd to his 


ancient Rights, reſoly'd at all Hazards to make him away, 


Having then communicated his Intentions with . Sifioie Governour 
of Nangaſaqui, the firſt Coatriver of this Miſchief, by a deteſtable 
Sort of Wickedneſs, he ſuborn d Witneſſes to go and accuſe his 
Father befere the Court, of ſeveral Sorts of Crimes, which be 
knew him to be Innocent of. The Emperour who had no 
-Kindnefs for that Prince, made no Scruple to believe all that 
was faid; and while the Fit of his Paſſion was on, without 
Regard to Forms of Tryal, or ſo much as hearing what he had 
to ſay, for himſelf, pad Sentence on him immediatly, and 


condemn'd him to loſe his Head. 


be Governour's Son of Meaco was diſpatch'd with five 


Hundred Men, to ſee the Orders put in Execution. They 
arriv'd at the Place on the Fifth of june, 1612. and inveſted 


the Houſe early in the Nada . Raging, bi Word that he 
1 


- * 
* - 
NM * 
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maſt either kill himſelf, or loſe his Head. The Prince being 
daily prepar'd for Death, was not, at all ſtartled with the News, 
he told the Officer, that he neither wanted Reſolution nor Cou- 
rage to die like the Brave, but being a Chriſtian, and that 
Law, forbidding him to attempt on his Life, he wou'd rather 
chooſe to paſs for a Coward, than a Rebel to God; ſo let them 
approach boldly, for he was reſolv'd to make no Oppoſition, 
and, they ſhou'd ſee the Difference betwixt the Death of a 
Chriſtian, and an Idolatrous Prince. 
Buy a receiv'd Cuſtom. in Japan, when any Perſon of Quality 
is to die by the Hands of Juſtice, his Servants are either to 


-reſcue him, or die in his Defence. Prince Johns Men were 


all preparing to do their Duty, but he interpos'd, 0% them 

by all Means not to reſiſt the Will of God, declar'd unto 

them by the Prince, and to throw down their Arms, and make 

Way for the Guards, to come and ſeize him. They had all 

the Difficulty in the World to ſurrender to his Entreaties, bat 
* 
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the Prince being bent upon it, and conjuring them to it by 
the Love they bare him, they were forc'd to acquieſcte. ; 
Moreover, foreſccing they wou'd kill themſelves after his 
Death, he made them all ſwear, and ſign it under their Hands, 
that they wou'd uſe no Violence to themſelves. That done, 
he diſpatch'd one of his Servants to the Captain of the Guards, 
to beg a little Time in Order to prepare himſelf for Death 
the Captain who made ſure of a blopdy Combat, was ſurpris d 
to the laſt Degree at this Chriſtian Reſignation, and readily 
granted his Requeſt. In the mean while he wrote to ſeveral 
Perſons, amongſt the reſt, to Sifioze the Author of his Death, 
and to Prince Michael his barbarous Son, praying they 


; . \ be 
ond pardon him, as if he had-given them "Occaſion. of Of: 
1 A ail. 214 | | Is; * oe n 


fence-- | N. 1 118 in 501 15 l 

Then he order'd them to read the Paſſion of our Lord, "oo 
Way of inciting him to a true Sorrow for his Sins, and for 
Want of a Prieſt, he fell on his Knees before a Picture of our 
Saviour, and confeſs d aloud the Sins of his whole Life, humbly 
craving Pardon of the Company for his ill Example, and hard 


Uſage towards them, which, put all into Tears. Then he g erd 


RT . mm/. a7 


them to fpread two Mats one upon another. an the 
d be 6h Bottom to ſet up a Crucifix dere ow 
When that was done, he fell on his. Knees, and Too 
Shirt to prepare his Neck for the fatal Stroke, but Being a 
Thing infamous in Japan to die by the Hands of the common 
Executioner, he pitch'd on one of his own, Officers, a 
Gentleman was glad of the Occaſion, becauſe. it was. to do bis 
Maſter a Piece of Service, and to preſerve his | Rr . 
Princeſs Faſta his Lady, aſſiſted all the while at the Rxecu- 
tion, and with a Maſculine, and Chriſtian Fortitude, exhorted 
him from Time to Time to put his Confidence in God. He 
continu'd for a long while in a; moſt; profound Silence, then 
recommending his Soul to God, he bow'd down his Head, and 
making a Sign to the Officer, was beheaded at the firſt. Stroke. 
His Queen took up the Head, kiſg'd it, and ſo retir'd to her 
| Chamber to make an End of the Sacrifice, by cutting off her 
Hair in Token ſhe renounc'd the World; her Ladies and Da- 
meſticks, did the ſame. +, _ — + Ps 9941 Tel 
So ſoon as the Execution was over, two Captains coming 
into the Chamber, and ſeeing the Body extended on the Mats, 
burſt into Tears. They gave Leave to have it enterr'd in the 
Night, with the Rites of the Church, and themſelves at the 
Head of their Men accompany'd it to the Grave. Divers 
| Chriſtians 
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1 do teſtiſie, to have heard in the Proceſſion, the Vice 
as twere of Prieſts 14 Prayers of the Church. "Th 
Officer that beheaded him heard — ſame, and asd the La 
dy Juſta, whether ſhe had not taken Notice of it? The Lag 
confeſs' d ſhe did, but believing that none (beſides her ſelf ) al 
obſerv d, ſhe was reſolv'd to keep the Matter private. 
Thus died Prince John of Arima, call'd heretofore Prat as, why 
fit ſignaliz d his Zeal in propagating the Chriſtian Faith, and 
is _— in 3 Line the Chriſtians. Princeſs Fuſs 
his 1 e firietly a er her 'Husbund's'Deceaſe; and 
Prince Michael put in full Poſffeſſion of all his Fathers ker 
He was the very Counterpart of his Vices, and as unlike hin 
in Virtue, being the bloodieft Tyrant: that ever -perſecuted 
the Church of God in Japan. But his Reign is ſhort, and ik 
muſt ſuddainly feel the Weight '6f God's heavy Jaſtice, and f. 
ceive the Reward of a Parricide, and Apoſtate 


jan Rell 
2 to . and from thence a 0 05 


rs Commands. He Cows 1 8 Riwtelf ſoon after, and 
n the Perſecution, by p palling down all the Croſſes the 
were found in his Way. Being arriv'd at Arima, he ſet outs 
Proctamation, requiring al 115 Subjects on Win of Death, « 
Baniſhment, to renounce the Chriſtian Religion. 

The Chriſtians ſering the War preclaln'd; ran preſently 
their uſual Weapons, of Prayer, Penance; and Sacraments. Fint 
Hundred Gentlemen took an Oath amongſt themſelves to Ds 
rather than 1 the Faith, — this was * na, 5 
here l do nel} ions riſt, &y 9 65 
Mother the Virgin l wt ir. — Angels. 24452 
in Heaven, ede 7 Oo, hyp whar will wer fi 
exrſelves will perſevere Conſtant in the Faith; farther we .do prom} 
fo act no wiſe contrary to this Oath. 

In the mean while the Jeſuits were fo taken up in Hearin 
Confeſſions of thoſe that prepar'd for Death, iu -adnriniſtring 
Sacraments, and exhorting to Martyrdom, that they wert 
fore'd to fend the Catechiſts and Seminariſts, from Houſe td 
Houſe to animate the Chriſtians ; 5 and ſome Ladies did the ſam 
to choſe of their own Sex. 


- Several 
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- Several ; Inhabitants, . were cited before theſe. -perfidious 
Judges who try'd all, Ways imaginable to frighten them out of 
their Faith. On the tenth of, June, 1612, twenty Families 
retir'd into the Woch and Foreſts, and five. more were ba- 
ind. Mile is worſe by much than Death it 
ſelf. For firſt of all, Father, Mother, and Children, all ſhare 
alike. Secondly, They take nothing along with them, beſides 
the Cloaths they wear. Thirdly, It was not lawful for them 
ſo much as to converſe with People, ., Laſfly, Every. ane was 
forbid to comfart and aſſiſt them in their Wants, and all the Ports 
and Paſſages. block d up to hinder them from eſcaping out af the 
Country- 7 | | 4 
The 1 fretted to the Heart to ſee his Subjects fo, ſteady 
in the Faith, and believing this came from the Fathers of 
the Society, who ( true Shepherds like) kept conſtant Watch 
over their Flock, ſent on the 13th of ue of that ſame Year, 
to tell them, that the Emperour having forbid all. Exerciſe 
of the Chriſtian Religion, it was not Iawful for him to har- 
bour them in his, States, and ſo- they muſt prepare to leave 
the Country with all Speed. Father Matthias Cores, Rector at 
that Time of the College of Arima gave Notice of it. immedia 
to the | Biſhop and Provincial at Nangafaqui, and they bo 
agreed to comply with the Orders, leaving ſtill two or three 
in Diſguiſe, to take Care of the Church. £ 
There were then in Japan 118 Religious of the Society, u. Fe- 
and Sixty three of theſe Prieſts. They all, Iabour'd with io furs 5 
much Feryour and Zeal, that in Deſpite of Perſecutions, the niſt'd our 
Number of the Faithful encreas'd daily, inſomuch, that the / Arima. 
Number of Perſons Hz in the Year 1613 only, amounted | 
to upwards of 4350. The three diſguis'd Miſſioners in Arima, 
took ſo much Care in their Charge, that the Enemies were 
not able to prevail againſt the Faithful there, with all their 
Practiſes. A certain Zonae 415 the Flock deſtitute of their 
Shepherds, thought - it wou'd be no hard Matter, to make 
them quit their Faith. To this End, he advisd the Prince, 
to ſummon them all to his Palace, in. Order to ſwear Allegiance 


o him according to the ancient Cuſtom of the Country, by 


ſetting the Book he. Camis . and, Fotogues on their Heads, 
and this too, on Hau big Feat 9 | 0 
The © Chriſtians, upon this Proclamation, began to conceive . Chri- 
Hopes of ſhedding their Blood for Jeſus Chriſt. They reſoly'd ftians Re- 
then by joynt Conſent, to proteſt, againſt that impious and /elwion 4 
abominable Book, in a Diſpoſition at the ſame Time to 2 — 
8 
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not able to endure the Reproach of their on Conſcience, and 


divorc'd, to marry the Emperour's Grandchild. She was only 


Tie admi- 


rableCon- 
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his Majeſty's Service, and to ſwear true Allegiance, aud inviolable 
Fidelity to him as was requir'd. The Prince having à Hint 
of their Intentions, did not think it Prudence to expoſe him: 
Felf to a publick Affront, and ſo prorogu'd the Convention til 
another Time. This Prorogation inſtead of blunting thei 
Zeal (as was expected) help'd to make the very Apoſtates enter 
into themſelves, and brought many of them back to their 
Duty. In Effect, ſeveral of theſe poor unfortunate Creaturey 


ſo fair an Opportunity at the ſame Time of repairing their 
Fault, went ſtreight to the Governour, and retracted what 
they had done, declaring they wou'd live and die in the Chri. 
ſtian Religion. dt wx he wk vg i 
The Governour ſurpris'd at the Change, acquainted the Prince 
with their Proceedings, which put him into ſuch a raging 
Madneſs, that he reſolv'd to put them every Man to Death 
But upon ſecond Thoughts, by Advice of his Council, he wg 
Pleas'd to mitigate the Sentence; ſo he took off the Heads d 
ſome Few, and the Reſt he baniſh'd out of the Country: Thek 
that were condemn'd, ſuffer d Death with generous Conftang, 
and the Reſt grew perfectly diſconſolate, for they envy'd th 
Martyrs renden. believing themſelves unworthy Memben 
of the Church, becauſe they had not the Honour to ſhed their 
Blood for Feſus Chriſt, *' Wo +> a 
Amongſt theſe great Souls, was Princeſs Martha, the tre 
and legitimate Wife of King Michael, whom he had lately 


one and twenty Years of Age, and yet ſuffer'd this Diſgract 
with true Chriſtian Patience. The proud Riva}, not thinkin 
her Marriage ſecure, To long as Martha continu'd in the King: 
dom, did all that was poſſible to mortify her. She wou 
gladly have perſwaded her to marry again, but the pious Lady 
nowing it was unlawful in her Husbands Life Time, gave 0 
Ear to it. They condemn'd her then to paſs the reſt of her 
Days, in a little ſtraw Hutt betwixt two Mountains, where 
5 thought her ſelf more truly happy, than in the Palace it 
elf. . Je e "37 01 23010308 00-1 

This Reſolution did not only appear in Perſons of tipet 
Years, but in very Children themſelves, which ſhews us the 
Force and Virtue, of divine Faith. Two Children of fourteen 
Years of Age, ſtruck a Bargain betwixt themſelves, to ſuffer 
any Torments whatever, rather than deny their Faith. Moreover 


they agreed, to obey their Parents in all Things, 2 
on 
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only apart; and this Contract was fign'd with their own Blood. 


which they forc d out of tbeir Bodies, with a ſharp Diſci- 


" One of the 'Governour of Arime's Guards, meeting one1 
a little Child with the Beads about his Neck, rebuk'd hint for 
it, and demanded the Beads. The' Child told him, it Was not 
lawful to traſt an Idolater with ſacred Things. I kill your then 
(reply'd the Soldier.) ill me, with all my Heart (ſaid the Child.) 
And falling on his Knees, he open'd his Coller, and joyning 
his Hands, was ready to receive the Stroke:* The Soldier 


admiriag his Reſolution, took him up, kiſs'd him, and ſo 


retir'd. c. 585 r 
The like we read of a Girl of eight Vears öf Age. Her Fas 
ther bringing Home a Croſs, which the Tyrant had beat down; 
and ſaying he would rather part with his Life, than ſo pre- 
cious a Treaſure, turn'd towards the Girl, faying, al 'my Con- 


cern is for the little Creature, for what will become of ber, when t 


am gone Fat her (reply'd the Child) be nt trouble for m te 
the Een put . Death firſt, and Fav have vs . — 
ty to follow. The Father was fo tender'd at theſe Words, that 
he rould hold not from Tears. WANT aber 

In Japan (as was remark'd above) its cuſtoömary to put Wives 
and Children to Death with the Crigiunal. in. he Perſttution 
at Arima, ſeveral Chriſtians to ſpare their Chiſtrens Lives, 
would gladly have remov'd them out of the Cbuntky, but they 
conſtantly proteſted againſt it, weepigg and crying to that e- 
gree, that che Parents were fore d to deſilt, and ave them to 
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themſelves. „ 

In the Kingdom of Bunge where 1 had flouriſh'd foe 
Years before, every one was preparing himfelf for Martyrdom, 
upon an Order of the Prince, requiring alf his Subjects to re- 
turn to the Wörſhip of the Gods. A Girl 6f fix Years of Age; 
ſeeing her Mother buſy working-a Garment to wear at her 
Execution, begg'd ſhe would make her ſuch another. 7 have 
one by me (ſaid the Mother) for you, and another for your little 
Brother, The Girl well pleas'd with the Anſwer, went ſtreight 
to her eldeſt Brother, ſaying,” ty Mother hath made * Robes for 


- 
- 


all but you, to wear at our Execution. If you chance then to ſur- 
vive, take heed of  renouncing Feſms Chriſt. By this Fervour of 
the Children, we may gueſs at the Piety and Devotion of 
Parents who train'd them up in this Manner to Martyr- 


D d 


dom. | 
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one Day 
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The Con- Saſſeie who of à imple Tradeſman was become Goy 
—_ 4 Nangaſ; Sat td het Aare etary of State to Prince Tach, 
97% did all 2 3 to 12 im up again the poor Chriſtians; 
xg the 9 the the pe Toy Tl. r as + Hard. to how 
theſe up eans, they exe 
this Vear a 3 ug Charity, under the Name of the 


8 of Mares aud it contain d five or fix Arti 
Fiſt 15 ready to ſufer Baniſhment and Death, for the Faith 


72 5 0 ly, To lay aſide all private Animoſtias, and Diſeords, 


41. nee, by Faſting, Praying and Martif 


Third, 2 To 1 et twice 4 Week, in Order to treat o Ways and 
ej in ing Religion, and maintaining this Confrater- 


MR nate, in theſs Aſſemblies, what Fuulxs they obſerd d 
r E . Reis 1125 Penance for the 
None to. be admitted into this Confraternity that bow 
| 2 the Faith, 725 they grue 77 aj oh Aſſurances of their 
Gar, and do EN or. the [; 
* 


4 8 iris 7 45 a 4% for the diftreſ#d 
in Ban 1 th | 74 , Jon AIP in the Re 
5 7 4 U ue fe gh, fc 4 iO 7 | 


This Configterniry was feſt IR at FE) where the per- 
ſecution began, and 8 T thro' the Neighbouring Towns, among 
the reſt aol, Mr which this: Year was confecrated by the Blood 

77 80 Wan as the People, about, came to 

Fi ' Inftigution in Defence of the holy Faith, 
LR, three thonſand in à few Days liſted them- 
Mes, fwearing HSE: would rather rather die than renounce their 


| Nba yet more WIR The Children after the Er. 

ample of their Parents, a a like Confrsternity amongÞ 
themſelves, with Rules ſuitable to their 1970 and took Care $0 
ſee them obſery'd to the Letter. In this Manner both 12 
and little, inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt, long'd impatiently 
Martyrdom, preparing themſelves to * Egd, by frequent 
Confeſſions and continual Penance. 


Prince 
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prince Afichael was content till now, with baniſhing the Chri- Ci 
ſtians out of his States, or if he — any to Death, the Num- * | 
ber was ſmall, and theſe he took off privately, for Fear of being ih mar- 
tax'd of Cruelty. But Safioie who had a. Mind to ruin this yy4. * 
prince, as he had done his Father before him, on a ſtrong 
pre ſumption that the Emperour would beſtow the Ringdom on 
himſelf, put him on a Project Which he was ſure to be baf- 
fed in, and this was the Thing: He muſt force all his Subjects 
to renounce the Chriſtian Religion. Now the Kingdom bein 
generally of that Perſwaſion, there was no Way in the World 
to compaſs it, but. by Torments and Death, and. that was his 
Deſire, for by this Means (as he reaſond to himſelf) the Em- 
perour would infallibly take Exceptions at his Severity, or Con- 
duct, and either of them was enough to make him forfeit the 
Kingdoms, as unfit for Government. Safioze then being one Day 
in Company with that Prince, amongſt other Things told him, 
that being ſhortly to make his Court to the Emperour in the 
Beginning of the new Year, there was Reaſon, to fear he would | 
not be very welcome, if he did not in fome Meaſure perform | 
his Promiſe, and force his Subjects to worſhip the Gods; there- 
fore in his Opinion, he _ by all Means to expres his Re- 
ſentment before-hand, and make ſome of them at leaſt exem- | 
plary for a Terrour to the reſt . | 
The Prince: who had Orders to ſteer by the Directions of | 


this Impoſtor, gave Notice to all his Subjects, that they muſt 

either renounce the Faith, or die. Upon the firſt Rumour of 
— this Perſecution, ſuch vaſt Crouds flock d to Arima, in a Con- 
| fidence of gaining the Crown: of Martyrdom, that the Prince 
fl began to be afraid of himſelf. At the fame Time he difpatch'd 
0 2 Meſſenger to Safioie (who was gone back to Nang 
In, 
n- 
ir 


aſaqui) to 
let him know, that he durſt not proceed any farther for Fear 
of a Tumult. Sißoie believing that if any Diſorder happen d, it 
would all be inipated to his ill Conduct, advis'd him by all 
Means to yield to the Times, and in a few Days he would 
x- meet him at Arima, to conſider farther on the Matter. 
of la Effect, not long after he went on Board, one of the King 
to of Arima's Frigats, but was much ſurpris'd to ſee Beads about 
eat their Necks, and: —_— was done by Way of Affront, 
for commanded: them to pull them off, and fling them over Board. 
ent But they one and all. proteſted againſt it, ſaying they would 
rather die than he guilty of ſo horrid an Impiety, and fo Safioie, 
| was torc'd to» diſſemble the Matter till he got to Arima, where 
ace he did not fait to I Story before the Princeſs, — 
2 c 
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both together perſwaded the King to make a bold Attempt, be- 7 

| fore he went to Court. FS. 1 
| Ihe Prince who was govern'd entirely by their Perſwafions, in 
made Choice of Don Thomas a great Captain, and one that in 

| had' diſtinguiſh'd himſelf in the late Kings Time, by his great 

| Services both to Church and State. At the Beginning of the ſe 
| Perſecution, rather than to part with a Perfon of his Merit, he ne 
was content to tolerate him the free Exerciſe of his Religion; Wi 

but afterwards, by the Inſtigation of the Princeſs his Lady, he an 

ſent for him to Court, and preſs'd very earneſtly to have him di 

renounce the Chriſtian Religion after his Example, and ſubmit as 

to the Emperour's Orders. Sr ( reply'd Thomas with a generous un 

and warlick Sort of a Speech) that Soldier deſerves Death, who Fa 

leaves his Colours, and runs aver to the Enemy. For my Part I n Di 

liſted in holy Baptiſm under the Standart of the King of Kings, and q 

wou'd you have me, by the blackeſt of Crimes, forſmear my ſelf, and tho 

bear Arms againſt him? No more (J beſeech you) on this Subjelt, ſul 

for I hate Baſeneſs, and Treaſon. So he took his Leave. it 

In Japan, to ſpeak in this Manner to the Prince, is puniſh the 

able with Death, and ſo Don Thomas took Care to prepare on 

himfelf, by Faſting, Praying, Mortifying himfelf, and frequenting ] 

the holy. Sacraments, which were adminiſter'd to him by one fan 

of the Fathers, of the Society. The Prince was ſtill averſe to his 

meddle with this great Man, but Safioze being bent upon it, Ga 

perſwaded him, that his Fortune and Eſtabliſhment depended wa 
upon it, for the Cube who was ſtill under Apprehenſions of a Loc 

Revolt, wou'd in ſome Meaſure be eagd of theſe Troubles, if the 
he heard the Chriſtians were left without a Head, and ſan 
theſe Reaſons made ſo deep an Impreſſion on his Spirit, that rect 
he commanded the Governours of Arima, to 'put Don Thomas, and 
and: his Family to Death in his Abfencde. 8 
Some Friends of this Servant of God, hearing what had to! 
pat, went ſtreight to Don Thomas's Lodgings, and advisd Wit 
i im to make his Eſcape in the Night. Thomas anſwer d, be call 
=_ . was not usd to turn his Back to the Enemies of his Prince," and and 
wou'd never fly before thoſe of his God, that he had ſhed Blbod — 
the! 


enough, in the Quarrel of Men, and he would nom Sacrifice the Re- 
mainder, for the Honour of Jeſus Chriſt, that he was not afraid to Orde 
die for ſo good a Cauſe; om the contrary he womd travel to the End their 
of Japan to gain the Palm of Maityrdom; At leaſt ( they added) 4% 
[ave your Mother, Brother, Wife, and Children. No (reply'd Thomas) Dau 
I love them too well, to make them looſe the Crown' prepar d for them T 
by Heaven, which 1 my. ſelf am in Purſuit of. I thank. you fur oh Mar 
EX? £00 


me, I was proclaim d Emperour of Japan. His Friends withdrew 
in Admiration at his Virtue, . and Thomas paſs'd that Night 
in Prayer, to diſpoſe himſelf for Death. _ ab g 

Next Morning about nine of the Clock, one of the Gover durz 
ſent for him, under Pretence of adviſing with him en 
new Piece of Building in Hand. Don Thomas who knew very 
well his Deſigns, imparted the good News, to his Family, 
and embracing them, took his Leave, and went, cheerfully to 
die. The Governaur,' feign'd as much Kindneſs. and Reſpeck, 
as if he meant the | Beſt in the World, for there's no Nation 
under Heaven, that Knows the Art of Diſſembling better than 
Japan. After ſome Diſcourſe of Buildings, he invited him to 
Dinner, but before they ſate down to Table, he call'd for 
a Sword, and ſhewing it to his Gueſt, ask'd him what be 


thought of it ? If is was not proper to take off a Head with? Themas 
ſulpecting his Deſign, took it into his Haads, and then return'd 
it again. ſaying, it was; well made, and fit for his.turn 3 with that 


on the Spot. eee f | 

His — el Matthias alſo, was taken of, much after the 
ſame Way. One of the Governours ſending for him, when 
his Brother was gone, he took Leave of his Friends with a 
Gayity and Pleaſantneſs more than ordinary, in Confidence he 
was to die that ſame Day. Going then to the Governour 8 
Lodgings, he ask'd, if he had any Service for him? No ( reply'd 
the Governour ) t indeeed, but the Prince hath, and at the 


and dy'd with Jeſus, and Mary in his Mouth. © Iv 
So ſoon as theſe two were diary: the Officers. poſted 
to Don Thomas's Houſe where they found his Mother, his 
Wife, and three Children, two Boys, and one Girl. They 
cal'd the Mother Martha, his Wife Juſta, the two Sons Tuſtus, 
and James, the Daughter's Name is not known. Being enter'd 
into the Room, they addreſs'd themſelves to the Mother in 
theſe Terms: Madam, 2 two Sons are both put to Death by 
Order of the Prince, for diſoleying bis Commands, aud not changing 

their Religion, and you and the t 235 James and Juſtus mu 
dre immediatly ſor the ſame Cauſe. But as for Juſta and her 
Daughter, the King gives them their Lives. | 
This diſmal. unexpected News, wropght very different Effects- 
Martha tranſported ont of her ſelf, to hear her Sons were 
| | Martyr'd 
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good News ;, and believe, it pleaſes me more than if you had told 


the Governour plung'd it in his Side, and ſtabb'd him dead 


ſame Time drawing his Sword,, he ran, him through. Matthias - 
receiy'd the Mortal Wound with his Hands up to Heaven, 


| 
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Martyr'd for the Faith, lifted up her Eyes to Heaven, and 
bleſs'd Almighty God, for calling her to the ſame Happ 

and Juſta on the contrary abandon'd her ſelf to Grief, weepi 
and crying, to be thus ſeperated from her Husband and Chil: 
dren, When theſe firſt Sallies were over, Martha calld her 
two Grandchildren, whe were only nine and eleven Years d 
Age, and kiſſing them ſaid : Tour Father and your Uncle are "but 
2 to Death for the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, I am- alſo going to ſuf 

x 


the ſame Cauſe, and you ſhall bear me Company; wowd' not 
be plus d to ſee your Farber m Heaven? The Children atiſivert 
without the leaſt Surpriſe, they deſir'd nothing more; all their 
Concern was to know whether it was true, and when it wy 
fo happen? Juſt now( ſays Martha) go take Leave of your Mz. 
ther, and prepare for Death. The Children expreſſing in ther 
Countenances.a Pleaſure to ſuffer for Jeſus Chriſt, made ſeverd 
Attle Preſents. to their Nurſes, diſtributed their Toys amongt 

their Playfellows, and ſo went to their Mother. ai 
Martha put on a fine white Robe, and made two others fir 
ber Grandchildren. In this Manner, ſhe went to take Leave d 
her Daughter-in-Law, who was pleas'd on one Side, to ſee þ 
many Martyrs of her Family, and diſconſolate on t'other, 
berauſe ſhe was not. one of the Number: Her Mother brought 
many Reaſons to comfort her under this Affliction, as the Merit 
of furviving the reſt of the Family, and the Profpe& over ant 
oy of compaſſing her Ends, but Juſta anſwer'd all by Ten 

N ns. 1 | 

? But when ſhe ſaw her two Children in their. white Robesat 
her Feet, to avk her Bleſſing, ſhe was not able to contain he 
ſelf. Adieu, dear Mot ber ( ſaid rey ) we are going to die. Wh 
ae. going to be Marcyr d. The Mother ſtrove all fie cow'd to 
diffemble” her Grief, for Fear of caſting a Reflection upon Re- 
ligion. She kiſs'd them both, and then with much ado got-ont 
theſe following Words. Go Children die couragiouſly for the Faith, 
aud treat in your Father's Footſteps. When yon come to thi Plan 
of. Execution, ſhew that you are Cheri ang by contemning Death, In 
Are going to paſs from Earth to Paratiſe, from a' miſerable au 
tranſitory Life, to an eternal one in Heaven. Behold your Fatiit 
and Onole ſtretching out their Arms to enz behold" the Angei 

with Crow to ſet on your Heads, behold Jeſus Chriſt inviting 
ty his Palate. - Go then Children, go to Heaven, and die chm 
for him that dyd for you. When yon come to the Place of Hut 
eur ion, fal om n Knees, looſe your Collers, ſtretehh out — 
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n your Hands, and cry owt to your laſt Breath Jeſus Maria. 0 
[5 ee 2m , 7 com ew you dere, ae 
Saying this, ſhe burſt out into Tears, and wept bitterly apon 
the Childrens Faces, the Soldiers themſelves too tender'd | 
ir, and fearing to. betray their Weakneſs, pulld the Children 
from her, and threw them into the Palanuir with their .Grand- 
mother. They recited the Pater and Ave and other Prayers as 
Marths ſuggeſted to them on the Road. Being come to the 
place of Execution, the two Children lighted firft out of the 
Palanquin, and Martha follow'd them, The vaſt Concourſe of 
People that were gather'd together on this Occaſion, did not 
at all diſcompoſe them, for ſeeing the Executioner with his 
drawn Sword, they made up to him, and falling on their Knees. 
with their Hands joyn'd, and their Collerslooſe, ſtretcfdfour © 
their Necks on their own Accord. The Company was not able 
to hold from Tears, inſomuch that the Field eccho'd again, 
with the Cries and Lamentations of the Multitude, for bels 
two tender Victims, who went to Slaughter like Lambs, not 
opening their Mouths to complain. Every one trembłd for 
them, and they themſelves were not concern'd, the very Exe- 
cutioner was ſeiz d with ſuch a pannick Fear, that he cod 
not lift up his Hand. | PN | 2 | 
James, who was the eſt of the two, alighted firſt out 
of the Litter, and ſtood next to the Executioner. Aſter con- 
tinuing ſome Time in this Poſture, he cry'd oat. thrice toge» 
ther Jeſus Maria, and immediatly his Head was ſtruck off, and 
fell down. at his Brother's Feet. Wonderful Prodigy ! The 
Child was not at all daunted at the Spectacle, on the contra- 
ry, fortified by the Grace of God, and animated by his Bro- 
ther's Example, cryd out Jeſus. Maria, and preſented his Neck. 
He ſaid it only once, for the-Executianer in the Apprehenſion 
— 9 1 diſpatch'd him, before he could repeat it the ſe- 
Martha beheld this Spectacle with a feeling Concern, and 
the ſame Time, conld not but be pleas'd at the Conſtancy 
the Children. That done ſhe advanc'd. with a grave and mo- 
deſt Pace, without any Sign of Fear, as is uſual to Perſons. of 
her Sex. Having then taken Leave of the Company, ſhe pull'd 
wo Reliquaries from about her Neck, and ſent one to 
her Daughter at Nanga/aqu, and the other to Don Francss, 
Son to the late King of Arima, and Brother to Prince Michael 
the preſent Regent. She had brought him up- from a Child, 
and now ſeem'd to invite him to ſuffer, as it happen'd a = 


. W * 
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Days after. Then ſhe diſtributed ſome other little Things 3. 
mongſt the Chriſtians that were preſent, and kneePd down to 
her Prayers, which continu'd for a full Hour's Space. Whey 
thoſe were ended, ſhe fix'd her Eyes on Heaven, and bowing 
to the Ground, ſtretch'd out her Neck, and the Executioner 
ſtruck it off at the firſt Blow. But what's very remarkahl 
it leap'd up twice. together in the Fall. Thus in one Day di 
the Mother, two Sons, and two Grandchildren, who by the 
Effuſion of their Blood, gain'd. a glorious Crown of Martyr. 
dom. Martha was at the Age of threeſcore and one, Thom, 


- 


41. Matthias, 28. Fuſtus, 11. and James, 9. n 

Prince Prince Michael being arriv'd at Court, gave the Emperom 
Michael a Relation of his Proceedings, ſhewing what he had done t 
murthers aholiſh the Chriſtian Religion in his States. The | Cubo wa; 
4 — well enough pleas'd at it, and commended his Conduct, which 
2 put this unhappy Prince, on new Inventions of Cruelty, aud 
nothing would ſerve Safioze neither, but he muſt begin with hi 
two Brothers, alledging it would be impoſſible for him to fe. 
cure the Crown, till theſe two Brethren were taken off, for be. 
ing Sons of the ſame Father, they would not want Pretet- 
fions to the Kingdoms, and as Chriſtians, his Subjects who were 
generally of that Perſwaſion, would infallibly joyn with then 
to have a Prince of their own Religion. Moreover, ' he added, 
ou ought to put the Chriſtians paſt the Power of a Revolt, 
y taking of theſe 'two Heads, and the Emperour for certain 
cannot be diſpleas'd at it, becauſe they are both of a Religion 
he hates, and beſides the Princeſs your Lady is too near a Kin 
to the Cube to let you be Criminal; in a Word, being Chil- 
dren of a Parent that was executed for Juſtice, by the Laws 
of the Conntry they ought to die, for Fear they ſhould after- 

wards revenge 'his Death on thoſe that procur'd it. 2 
The Prince betwixt the Force of theſe Reaſons, on one Side, 
and his own Ambition of Government on t'other, ſent private 
Inſtructions to ſome of his favourite Officers at Suranga, to di- 
ſpatch the two Brethren. They were both very young, for 
Don Protas their Father was twice married : By his firſt Wite 
calld Lucy, he had three Daughters, and Prince Michael the 
Apoſtate and Parricide. By the ſecond, call'd Fuſta, were theſe 
two Brothers, Francis and Matthew, and two Daughters who 
were ſent to Meaco, where their Mother (after their Baniſt- 


ment) took Care of their Education. 
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Mithait alſo her Son- in- law — old 3 Renugciation of his Faith, 
= particularly ly look'd upon by the Cube, and ſhe for her Con 
of her Husband, turn d out of her Kingdom, la- 
the Country, aud condemre to a private and. mitn 
wild This notwit ſtanding, ſhe was net the leaſt: daunted, and 
when Father Alneyen told her of her Childrens Deatby in Pla 
of abandoning herſelf to Deſperation. and Mourning, ſhe. fix 
her Eyes on Heaven, and gave Thanks to God for taking theſt 
Utrle Innocents to himfelf. | 
ben turning to the Father, Tie Things, Sir, (laid, ſhe) enen 
me. One, berauſe God i pear to pale theſe deck ones in their bowoctner, 
for ſince their Brother Prince Michael, hath not oniy d the 


Faith himſelf, but alſo perſecutes the Chriſtians, and by a double Par- 


riefttt- ſtep'd into the Throne, I was afraid, that in Proceſs of Ti 2 
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would rather tread bis Footſteps, than keep ro the | Education 1 

t ven them. But | wy are gone, my Fears ure at an End, 
Heart i at Reſt. The ether Thing that can me was this: 
made a Sacrefice of my Life,” and the Lives of my Children 
| on the Reſt of bis Soul, and Expiation of 
inks is pleas'd to give me at this Time a Kind 
by accepting. of my Offering. The 
much Faich, Charity, Conſtancy, 
devout! Prigcefs,, and made it his Bu- 


ty of the Wicked was Matter of Pity. more than Envy, / 
and the 'very — on the contrary, Triby- 
lation and Perſtcution to t 
ture Blifs, God has n Kingdom on 
— as like his Son, are afſſicted, tormented, and perſe- 
cated on aft! 03 ira ue in e ie 5 : 

Prince Michael hearing his Orders were put in Rxecution, * 
return'd to Arima, with Intention to expiate the very Name of Bous: 10 
Chriſtian out of his States; but finding the Faithful were ra- pervert bie 
cher animated, than terrifyd at the Torments of Martyrs be Couniers. 
chang d his Batteries, and reſolves to attack their Minds, in- 
ſtead of their Bodies. To this End, he call'd te Court ane of 
the moſt famous Boaze's in all Japan, a Man both learn'd, elo- 
queat and 'devout in Appearance, and his Buſineſs was to per- 
vert the Chriſtians, by His Force of Reaſoning. The Queen 
receiv'd him with mighty Veneration and R but there 
nas not ſo mach as one Chriſtian that went out to meet him, 
which put her extremely out of Countenagce, The Prince 
comtmanded ſome of them to make him a Viſit, and they did 
fo, wearing Beads about their Necks at the ſame Time, for 
Fear of ſcandalizing their Brethren. When he preack'd, none 
went to hear kim, or if they did, it was purely to ridzeale 
him, and conſute his Doctrine, which vex' d the proud Benet 
to che very Heart. The Prince then finding his Stratagem togk 
no Effect, thought of another Expedient, which he hop d mignt 
turn to better He commanded the Courtiers to re- 
ceive from the Hands of the Bonze, a certain Chaplet which 
the Heathens recite in Honour of their Idol Amida. Tur 
onze then being —— Fall, found a thro; 
Court, and after à ſtuadied Di e, preſented every one Wi 
theſe prophane and ſuperſtitious Chaplets, but not a Chriſtian 
wou'd come near him. Ihe Queen who was there preſent, 
commanded her Maids of 1 to take them, but wy 
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ply'd again it was not lawful to wear thoſe Enſigus \6f-Tmpi- 
ety, and ſtill ſhe forc'd* them into their Hands, _—_ dro 
them to the Cround. There was one alſo amongſt the 
caſpd Maxenca, that had the Courage to fling — at the 
Bonze's, Face, which put him into a. violent a Pai 
on. i i dent vonn 

The- Princeſs"! likewile mach offentied: at it, commanded 40 
che Ladies to throw away the ſacred Beads they wote about 
their Necks, but none of chef heeding her Orders, ſhe pointed 
to a Chriſtian Gentleman, that ſtood by; to take them off by 
Force. The Gentleman excus'd himſelf, ſaying, ſuch 3 
to Ladies did not at all become a perfon of his Quality; 
withall being of the ſame — * It — not lawftl for * — 
think on ſuch an impious Attempt. tb burſt; with Paſs 
ſion and Malice, threatn'd to — of bim to the King, 
and diſmiſſing the pn __ to — het!Putynob * 
Lady A arenen. 


She caus'd her then to be ſhut up in 4 Toei without Neat, 


and for Fear any ſhould cbnvey it in by the Windows, or dther 
Halen Care was taken to bind cher faſt to: a Pillar: with Cords 
She lic d for 2 whole Week under this Torment, and n Eaſe 
the whole Time, beſides what came from Heaven, by a con- 
ſtant Meditation on our Lord's Paſſion. The Princeſs ſent the 
Ladies of her Court from Time to Fime, to tempt) her Con- 
— * and to try if it was poſſible to ſeduce herz but ſhe was 
againſt all their Batteries, inſomuch, that theſt ſame 
Ladies were forc'd out of meer Pity and Compaſſion; to inter · 
cede with the Queen for her Releaſement, which was done. 
In all the twelve Days Time, Which ſhe liv'd in that hard Con- 
finement, they never gave her any thing to eat, and by » 
came out of the Tower as freſn and vigorous, as if 
been feaſting the whole Time, to the Aſtoniſnment 2 = 
Prince and all the Court, who were forc'd to confeſs, that 
w_ was. ſomething in it extraordinary, not to ſay mira: 
culous. 


The Tyrant finding her inflexible i in her Reſolutions, baniſh'd 


her the Court, and ſent her to one of the Governours, in 
Order to be employd in the meaneſt and vileſt Offices of his 
Houſe. Maxenca' being now diſcarded the Palace, cut off her 
Hair, for a Sign that ſhe renounc'd the World, and put on 2 
mean courſe Sort of Weed, glorying in the Imitation of the 
Poverty, and N of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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The Hiſthry\ of the Church of, JAPAN. 13 
The barbarous Prince being not able; to ſhake; the Coaſtan- 
cy of this young Lady, began to wreak his Spite on the Ha- 
ges, trying both fair Means and foul, bac AG Pen Of 
the Hence Beads. There was one amongſt. the reſt, that ha 
the Face to tell him, he only loſt his Time, in; ſpeaking. to 
them of theſe Beads, and being himſelf baptiz d, heron do 
much better, to follow bis Example. The Prince check'd with 
this ſmart Keproach, , only, bauiſh'd. him the. Court, and gaye 
& Olin vir o. Ei on 
Having [contemplated the firſt. Scenes of this bloady, Trage- * — - 
; muſt, now ; confider, 188,111 72 


dy, V 
Progreſs, thro? the other Tons, ph, 4 and Principal N. 
ode where the Emperour's Son kept his Reie 155 _ 

; Aatys 
ligion, but purely for beautifying the Street where. 1 


after, by the Alms of the Chriſtians, another wit haut the 
which brought 02.4. Facts g ere e Hor. dme Ide 
protels'd Enemies, to our Faith, didfnpt fail t make . 
Complaints of it to ther Xaguze 3, ſaying,, the Chriſtians 'con- 
temn'd his Laws, and had t * it Rl a. Church 
without the Walls, where they Aſſembled in vaſt Crouds 'to- 
exerciſe the Religion publickly. againſt his Majeſty's expreſs. 


Ir 


EE.) 


- 


Commands. f T oo fl u onto, ingen Ait 
The Prince at firſt: gave no Credit to the Report, hut hear 
ing it confirm'd from all Hands, he. flew 18 . great, 1 ar 
fon, and ordering ſtrict Account to be taken of all that either 
built it, or contributed to the Building. He ſeizd on Abun- 
dance of Chriſtians, infomuch, that the Priſons, were all 10 
with them. 1 ſhou'd be very glad to fecount he glopiou 

Combats of theſe generous Martyrs, but in Regarc it's only 4 
Repetition of the ſame Story over again, I. ſhal. only take No! 
tice in general, that in leſs than a Month's Time, there were 
five and thirty beheaded, after ſuffering the Hardſhip of Impri- 

ſonment, and-beſides expos'd to all the Outrages of an inſolent, and 


- 
. ce = : 
* 4 
: 
l o . 


* 


a Mob. , | ** * he h d — 1 9 8 7 Gi T7 

As for Father Lewis Sotele, he had the Happineſs. o ſuffer; | u the- 
ing Impriſonment, but not of Dying with chem. Kos being a —.— 
Foreigner, the Emperour was content to baniſh him out of only baniſb 
Japan. Here perchance ſome may wonder, why theſe Idolatrous Pre 
Princes ſhou'd only baniſh the Prieſts and Preachers, and at 
the ſame Time put their own Subjects to Death. All that Fu | 


as 
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be Haid, is, Oh the infinite Mercy, and Providence of Gd! 


Tho the Branches of this ' fair and 'beautifal Tree were fore 


lopt, Heaven {ſtill was pleas'd to Preferve the Stock, for a nen 
Spring 5 for Japan ng fo remote from Europe, and the 


Pa beſides infinitly hazardous, it was no eaſy Matter, t 
furniſh the Country with Miſſioners, as it requir'd, and there. 


fore the Providence of God was careful, to preſerve ſome fey 


in the very 


Heat of Perſecution, for che Help and 'Benefit of 


the Faithful. We may alſo add, that the Japeman believe it 


MET. 


il 


5 not only unjuſt, but inhuman too, to torment N 


that here been once receir di amongſt them, moſtiy f they 
me Fett thither by Superiours, to whom they owe Obedi 
Ell 7 4 6. | "FS Tx . 14 1 0 9 | ood) 


But the true Reaſon of that Moderation, at this Time d. 
Day in particular, was nothing but Self-Intereſt, which lud 
Manner rules and * the whole World. The Japon 
ſubſiſted in ſome Meaſure, by the Commerce with Chu, ani 
this was m d entirely by the Portugueſe ; for China it fel 
een Þ & a Contempt of the Faponrans, that they en 
niever 'be brought, to Trade with them themſelves. Now the 
N waded, that the Pertugueſe wou'd leave the 
y, if the Prieſts were put to Death, they ' were forcl 
to carry fair for a Time; fo long at leaſt, as they ſtood h 
Need of their Aſſiſtance. But growing afterwards jealbus of 
their intentions, and the Hollanders at the fame Time 
them with the Merchandiſe of China, as they had Occaſion, 
they exercis d on them all the Cruelties imaginable, as we nul 
fee in the proper Place. In the mean while, let's take ' Notice 
how the Perſecution kindl'd again at Arima, which ruin'd many 
noble and flouriſhing Families. | Yall 
im the Year 1613. Seite Governour of Navgaſaqui, the mai 
Intendiary of the Heathens, vex'd to Heart, to ſee the Chr 
Itians of rima breath after ſo many Combats, and defiros 
to engage the Prince in ſome falſe Step, by Way of a finifh- 
ing Stroke to his Ruin, feign'd divers Letters from Friends at 
rt, with Advice, that the Emperour was not at all fatisfy'd 
with. the Prince's Conduct, as being too indulgent to the Chri- 


 Nians, and above all for tolerating the Fathers in his States; 


4 


Perſreuti- 


Ma. 


Which mew'd, as if he himſelf lean'd to the fame Party. 
' The Prince took Fire at the News, and without ever er- 
amining into the Matter, reſolved to beat down the Calumny, 


1 Ari. by the bloodieſt Perſecution, that was yet invented. He ſends 


then for Eight of the Principal and beſt qualify'd Perſons in 


his 


w6EzECC HBO rr oO WwwR oe H#w wu HH Ga = 75 we 
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no 
75 ne did got inning, $4 his 
gion of the County * 2 


nor ev Rom 
your K ion delle Ss it oor gui 


ill the Starm blow & over; a ht a oh OK for Var 
1 Chriſtian in my Heart, 4s welt as you, and intend to ſhew 
it one Day by ſomething extraordinary; bat in the mea white, 


Prudence obliges me to yield to the mes for Fear the Em 
cour ſhou'd take this Occaſion, and ruin the Church, and Ste, 


od 


both at once. Now if you'll only follow my Exampte, a A 

pleaſure me in this Requeſt, I ſhall look upon you f for — 5 1 

not as Subjects, but as my own Brethren, and ac 

ol indebted to > you for. my. Life and Fortune. On yon eng 
a Refuſal, I muſt be forced againſt N. 71 B treat y 

F e Rebels, and eh to ? 80 the King's Juſt WE 


pleaſure, and Indig 
This Diſcourſe Wc by denen d 05 ith rg ant T 
made ſuch Impreſſion. on the Gentlemen, that five of th 
Fear of ruining the Prince, were content to diſſemble t 
Faith. The other three on the contrary Rood Ready, and 1 51 
to the Paint, alledging, that the King of Heaven, What 2 
kar more; oblig'd to, than all the Potenxates o 
Nn ly forbad them to diſſemble their 9 1 Be ch 

| not betray their Conſcience, and hazard eternal 
tion, that the Scars over their * were iv. | many I 1 
of their thorow-pac'd Loyalty, and this hotwirkſt 
were ready to lay down their Lives too BY his Ma Maj ric 4 
dut for the ro they defir'd_ he wand not force them, into a 


Rebellion againſt the Soveraign of Heaygu, ffom whom 
nnd s Being, an. Addon vitwarthy a Chriſtian, and a_ Nan 
onour. 
The Joy. he was in, for 05 glorious.a Congu elk over the areas nfs 
"WW Cavaliers Finders bios from proceeding fixther with.che other c 
5 WF three, at teaſt for this Time. Ont 75 he admonitd nden at Kays Trobe burn 


ing, to take the Matter under ens ene o, for 22 22 
ex- Pons of that Witlbm aud free 5 bs Þ TAME Prog: 
dot raſhly expoſe Aer Nee and t | cli la- 
— 2 as mult of y cis bars | bedlence whe 


his | BY 
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is Orders. . ſoon, as they were one, Wrote; to the 
be even Safiaie, and ac uaigted hi im; 50 With e he dont ne, 
17 If nt back Word that he o 9 by Way 0 err bir to 
the 25 to condema theſe Tue Rebel els, together eh, "heir 

Wives and Children, to be burnt by a flow Fire. 
The Prince found all the Diſfculty in the Word to Tefolre 
pon ſuch a Project, but his Wife preſſing him 35 it, an 15 

enting, that. both, he and his Kingdom wou'd iltevita 

5 loſt, if he did. not panRually comply wel hi ils, Doan 
th E Sor 


rs, he proceeded to Sentence, . ord 
15 1 d Nen; was ca try 


nours to ſee it executed with all S peed. Th 


to them on the 5th of Ofober 161 35 *** they were . at 


2 ac- 


knowledge 
choir Facts, 


5125 ſame Time to repair to a certain Houſe in Town, by Way 
Confinement, Which they, did with great Cheerfuttiefs and 
Ala crity., "The Firſt of theſe Martyrs was call'd Adrien Tafs 
Pg the Second Leo Faiuxida Lugiqemon, and the Third Les 
aquendomi. Caniemon. At the ſane Time the Governoprs 85 


duéted thither Fae, the Wife of Adrier's, as alſo Marths 


to Leo, Lugueyemon. As for Monica the Spouſe 5 Leg Canis. 
mon, both ſhe and her Daughter were given in Charge to ote 
Comendqno, Na. to. Prince Aichael, who, took à particular 
ion to. them, This ame Leo. nad one Son opky card 
A, 4 The LY of twenty ſeven .Years'6f Age, And him 
they condemn'd to be burnt” alive with his Father. Adrien 
had 110 Children, a Boy call'd James, at the Age of eleyen 
Tears, and 4 Daughter elle. Magdalen, ho was turn'd of 
Finer She had made a Vom of, Virginity, and led à moſt 
al ; Life, „, Ich merifed her the Crown of Martyrdom, 
to; oth Ty with. rother Fares, aud to this Ead both of them 
were ſent to ale to their Fatler. 

Mofica took on extremely to be fehailted? in this Nedine 
from her Husband, and grew perfectly Diſcanſolate for being 
depriv'd. of of Crown: 172 Martyrdom. She 3 5 all 'Ways 
imagidable”' to "make. er "Eſc ape, ' and no twithſtan ng the 
Iigence and Wielt eſs of the Gaurds; Wound 5 to break 


| out of the Honſe, and went. ſtreight to her Husband in Pri- 
© - ſon, but it was not long before they took her out again, and 
tn, rad .produc'd the Kong's kardon; a Torment to her more than Fire, 
N W Death it I 


89 105 a "News: Was W ght to Nardifaqui; that debt of 
2 he ier Fra . aſt eder 2 the Faith, or be burnt 
live, the Superi ir of the Societ y. of 25 diſparch'd' imme- 


ately one * his Religious to animate' the poor ay 


and comfort the Fathers that lay hid» there in the ſame Town; 
and as Providence wou'd have it, he came in the very Nick of 
Time to their Relief. 1 [diet 

The three Gentlemen being ſentenc'd to the Fire, together 
with their Wives and Children, there 9 together out 
of the Kingdom of Arima, a: Matter of twenty thouſand to 
aſſiſt at the Execution; and withall to remove Occaſion: of 
Jealouſies and Suſpicions, contrary to the Cuſtom of Japan, 
there was not ſo much as a Sword or Dagger amongſt them, 


all wearing Beads about their Necks, to ſhew they were Chri- 


ſtians, and ready to ſuffer the ſame Torments. In Effect, they 
were ſo deſirous of ſhedding their Blood, that they forgot to 
take along with them the common Neceſſaries of Life, in a 
Perſwaſion that the Prince wou' d cut them all to pieces before 
they cou'd reach Arima. However the Heads of the Confra- 
ternity took ſuch Care, that nothing was wanting. They were 
bored to lie three whole Days in a large Field, under the 
Caſtle of Arima, where they were viſited and treated by the 
Chriſtians of the Town in the Day-time, and at Night they 
made Fires, which put the Tyrant in a great Frighhlt. 

He ſent Word, that unleſs they diſpers'd immediately, he 
wou'd order his Muſqueteers to Fire amongſt them. Upon 


this Notice they drew up in a Knot, that not ſo much as a 


Ball ſhouw'd be loſt, ſo deſirous were they of dying in this 
Field of Battle. The Bonze in Town had no ſuch Devotion, 
for ſeiz'd, with a pannick Fear, at the Sight of this naked 
Body, he retir'd into the Caſtle, and his Companion believing 
himſelf not ſafe there neither, fled Poſt-haſt to Nangaſaqui, and ſet 
all the Town in an Uprore, by a falſe Report, that an Ar- 
my of Chriſtians were, arriy'd. at Arima, had taken the Caſtle, 
and put the King to Death. The Governour Safioze was much 
diſcompos'd upon it, for being the ſole Author of this Trage- 
dy, he had Reaſon to fear the Emperour wou'd revenge the 
Miſmanagement upon himſelf. But theſe Fears were ſoon o- 
ver, for by a ſecond Meſſenger they were certainly inform'd 
that this Army of Chriſtians came not with any Deſign to 
reſcue the Priſoners, but to ſhare with them in their Tor- 
ments. i 7% 1 N . * | 

Of the eight Cavaliers (as was ſaid) five Apoſtatiz'd, at leaſt 


in Appearance, and went fover to the Bonzes; but ſeeing ſuch 


Multitudes of Chriſtians aſſemble together in Queſt of Mar- 


tyrdom, and touch'd with Remorſe of Conſcience at the ſame - 


Time, four of them repented of what they had done, and re- 
Ff folv'd 
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Pardon for 
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ſoly'd to make Satisfaction by publick Penante. Heating then 
that one of the Jeſust was come to Arima 'to fRtrengitien the 
Faithful in their Reſolutions, they made it their Buſineſs to 
k with him, but not meeting with him, as was expected, 
march'd into the Fields, and in the Face of that vaſt 
Multitude, 7 . confeſtd their Sins on their Knees, bego't 
the Scandal they had given, aud defir'd a Prieſt to re. 

concile them before they dy d. „ Oiicfle bus 29 uote! 


But there being no ſuch Perſon in all that Croud, they went 


- 


back to the Town, and preſented themſelves before the Govet- 


nour, profeſſing they were Chriſtians, and publickly abjuring 
the 3 Seats with a thouſand Re efldiis upon themſelves, 
over and above, for having fo baſely, and treacherouſſy betrayd 
their Conſcience. They gave him 'afterwards an Inventory, of 
their Goods, and pray'd they might be put into Priſon, with 
the other three Gentlemen, that were condemn'd to be burnt; 
but the Governour (was much furpris'd at the Change) excin'd 


himſaf, declaring it was was not in his Power, to diſpoſe either 
-of their Lives or Fortunes. 


: 


j 


The Gentlemen much concern'd at the Governour's Refulſah 
march'd on to the Priſon, and humbly begg'd Pardon of their 
Companions, praying the Guards to take them -into Cuſtody, 
but this would not do neither, and ſo they were forc'd to take 
up their Quarters in a neighbouring Houſe, till farther Orders 
from Court. In that mean while, they wrote to the Bonze, te- 
tracting what they had done, and praying he would uſe his 
me with the Prince, to let them die with the other Gen- 

emen. ä 10:1, 7391 

80 — a Converſion, comforted the Priſoners, and the 
whole Aſſembly of Chriſtians gave Thanks to God for the Pa- 
vour. All were 1 beſides the four Penitents themſelves, 
for to their great Grief, Orders came from Court to ſet them at 
Liberty, and leave them in the full Poſſeſſion of their Eſtates. 
They imputed the Loſs of Martyrdom, to their own Apoſtaſe 
and Wickedneſs, and ſeeing they cou'd not die corpor ally, 
they reſolv'd to condemn themſelves to a civil Death at leaſt, 
cutting off their Hair, and renouncing their Eſtates and Penſions 
at Court for the Love of Jeſus Chriſt. That done, they- went 
voluntarily into Baniſnment together with their Families, 
and by theſe Means were reducd to extreme Poverty, which 
ſeem'd more pleaſant to them than all the Riches of the 
World. 1 851 | : 1 
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la the mean while, the twenty thouſand Chriſtians, kept. 7h Pri. 

Hoſe to their Poſt, which" much perplex'd the Prince. For on er Forge 

one Side, he could not , poſſibly defer the Execution; and on (ow Fire. 

t'other, he was jealqus that Multitude of Chriſtians, wou'd 

either reſcue the Criminals, or ſeize on the Town, which was fe- 

fable enough, tho they had no other Arms but Sticks and Stones. 

Upon this Conlideration, he reſglv'd to diſpatch them privatly 

in Priſon, but the Chriſtians who: had ſome Inkling of it, flock d 

ice la, el ee e eee FE ee 

reſcue chem. ea 1 ina ab I. } 7 N 5 OE 

"The Principal of the Conjjareniry, ſuſheating the Ciufe, of 

theſe Jealouſies and. Fears, went to the Governours and told 

them, that the Chriſtians came not thither on any Deſign of 

Tumult, but only to aſſiſt at the Death of their Brethren. 

Therefore it was their Rogan, to let them be preſent at 

the Execution, promiſing all . ſhould be done without the leaſt 

Diſturbance; or Noiſe. The Governours upon theſe Aſſurances, 

addreſsd themſelves to the Prince, and ſoon diſſipated his 

Fears, adviſing him withall to let the Criminals ſuffer in a 

publick Place, fox if (ſaid they) the Severity of the Tor- 

ments does not terrify the other Chriſtians, at . leaſt the 

Emperour muſt in all Reaſon be ſatisfyd with your Con- 

duct. | * 
All Things then being thus agreed upon, they choſe a ſpacious 

Had, nodes the Caſtle of the Town, where they raisd a Kind 

of wooden Houſe, ſuſtain'd by eight Pillars of the fame Ma- 

terials, and cover'd with Straw and Reeds. Round about, was 

ſet a ſtrong Paliſade, to hinder the People from crouding in, 

and betwixt the Houſe and the Encloſure, a Train: of combuſti- 

bl Matter: to convey the Fire by Degrees. to the Pillars and | 
ouſe. 
On the 7th of Ockab. 1613. News. was carrid to the Pri- 

ſoners, that they muſt die that Day by a flow Fire, upon which 

they all fell down on their Knees, and bleſs'd Almighty God 

for ſo ſignal a Mercy. The Jeſuits hearing they were going to 

Execution, went immediatly to animate them to the — 

and then confeſs'd and communicated them by Way of Yiaticum. 

They mou gladly alſo have accompany'd them to the Stake, 

but the Priſoners themſelves, and the other Chriſtians: believing 

that wy: prove of ill Conſequence to Religion (of which they 

were ' the main Supports) eſpecially having been fo lately 

baniſh'd out of the Country, they were forc'd to ſubmit, ap- 

Purine the Heads of the Confraternity, to ſupply their - 

klace. Ff 2 Theſe 
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| Theſe then by the Governours Conſent, ſummon'd all the 


- Chriſtians to Town, in Order e the Priſoners to 


the Place of Execution. I believe there Was never yet ſeen 
in the Church, a more rayiſhing./SpeQacle, à more folemn Pro- 
cefſion,, or a more glorious. Triumph, than what we are now 
ſpeaking of. Gaſpar who was Preſideut of the Confraternity, hay. 
ing divided the Army into fo many Bodies, they march'd {x 
and fix a Breaſt, ſinging the Litanies of our Lady and the Saints, 
The Chriſtians —— to the Town, catry'd lighted Tapers 
in their Hands, and Garlands on their Heads, by Way of 
honouring the Triumph, and the feſt had all Beads in their 
r, ee 
In the Middle of this noble Proceſſion, which conſiſted up- 
wards of forty thonfand Chriſtians, were the eight Victim. 
The M were clad in white Robes, with their Hands \ tyed 
behind their Backs, and the Women in their Robes of Cere. 
mony, and bound like the Men. Little James who was only 
betwixt 11 and twelve Years of Age, was much concern 
becauſe they did not tye him like the reſt, and 'ask*d the 
Reaſon? The Guards told him, they had no more Cords, and 
upon that he was pacity'd. 5 | 5 | L. K be | 1 . 5 
The Chriſtians that march d next to the Saints, congratulated 
with them for their Happineſs, and wou'd gladly have cut off 
ſome pieces of their Garments, if their Modeſty and Humility 
wou'd have permitted it. Little James hearing them call him 
Martyr, prudently reply'd again: »ot ſo faſt, I ſee the Crown, but 
as yet I have not gain'd it. The Way being long, ſome of the 
Chriſtians offer'd themſelves, to take him up in their Arms. 
No (ſaid he) let me fight on Foot, we follow our Captain, who went 
not up to Calvary on Horſe-back, or in 4 Litter, but on Foot, loaden 
with a heavy Croſs on bis Shoulders. We muſt ſuffer for the preſem, 
Eternity is preparing for us a long and ſure Repoſe. Such Sayings 
as 'theſe, coming from the Mouth of a Child, charm'd every 
one that heard him, and made them weep. - pe: 
Coming to a little River, one of the Chriſtians took him 
on his Shoulders, the reſt paſſing Part at / the Ford, and Part 
by the Ferry. By this Time they came in View of the Place 
of Execution, which ſo ſoon as the Child perceiv'd, he defird 
to be ſet down, ſaying to thoſe about him, Why do you weep ? 
What Occaſion have I given you ? March on courapiouſly. | The 
People were much ſtruck at theſe Words, and' himfelf only 
unconcern'd of all the Company. Nor muſt we imagine, that 
being a Child without Experience, he repreſented to * 
2 the 
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the Torments he was to ſuffer, like Toys and Play-games, 


ſor as We ſhall ſee preſently; he knew by Divine Grace, both 


to ſuffer and conquer, and ſo it was only the Holy Ghoſt that in- 
ſpir d him with theſe generous Sentiment. 
The Martyrs arriv'd at laſt at the Place of Execution, 
where they were to conſumate their Sacrifice; and what's 
particular, neither the Sight of the Place, nor the vaſt Piles 
of Wood, nor the Encloſure about it, made them change 
Colour, but Soldiers like, tliey enter'd the Liſt, as if it had 
been a Garden of Pleaſure; and ran with great Joy to embrace 
their Stakes. Whilſt the Soldiers were tying them to their 
reſpective Pillars, Leo Caniemon watch'd his Opportunity, and 
mounted upon the Houſe- top, where be addreſs'd himfelf in 
this Manner to the Company. Behold, Brethren, the Efetts of 
Chriſtian Faith in a Soul! We ſee theſe vaſt Piles of Wool, we ſee the Fire 
too that*s pre par d ta burn us, and me look: upon them without' Cincery or 
Trouble; in the Confidence that our Bodies, mhen turn'd to Aſhes, ſhall riſe 
again incorruptible, and our Souls to exchange 'a Temporal for an E- 
ternal Life. In the Word of a dying Man then, I proteſt unto you, 
there's no Salvationii out of the Chriſtian Religion, and thoſe who da 
not embrace it, mill go ſtreight to Hell, to burn there in Flames that 
never can be extinguiſh'd:- As for you Servants of | Jeſus Chriſt, 
perſevere conſtantly in the Faith, and. be not. afraid of . theſe. Tor- 
ments. Bear witneſs, Gentlemen, that we die purely for the Love of 
Jeſus Chriſt; He wou'd ſtill have | cat on with the Diſcourſe; 
but finding himſelf ſtill interrupted by the  confus'd, Noiſe and. 
Cries of the Multitude, he came down to his Place, and was ty'd, 
with the Reſt. Ie mik ot ' 2 ring Book gle wg: 

So ſoon as all were bound, Gaſpar the Principal of the Con- 
fraternity of | Arima (Recording to the Inſtructions he had re- 
ceiv d from the Jeſuits) hoiſted up the Banner, with the Picture 
of the Son of God Whipp'd at the Pillar, and made this ſhort; 
Speech to the Martyrs: Behold, Brethren, your Saviour, for whoſe 
Sake you are going to die, bound, life. you to 4 Pillar. Behold him 
in Heaven contemplating, your 'Sufferings, with eight Crowns. in hi 


die courag iouſiy for him that dy d for you. | en, 
So ſoon, as Gaſpar had made an End of Pang, the Exe- 
cutioners. ſet Fire to the Wood,,a Matter of three Paces from 
the Martyrs. The Chriſtians upon the ffrſt Sight of the Flames, 
fell down on their, Knees, and pray for them. Some. ſaid 
the Creed, others calbd upon the Bleſſed. Virgin, others as the. 

. — 7 ©" 657 ; £5.25 Fire. 


Hand, ready to ſet them on your Heads, perſevere then in the Faith, and. © 
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Fire approach'd to their Bodies, | knock'd, their Breaſts 
with ſad and mournful- Cries, repeated again and a ain, 3 
Maria, nurciful God. The Martyts in the mean While, who 
now began to Roaſt at this flow. Fire, praisd Almighty Gay, 
| and animated one another to Conſtancy. Les Caniemon Mi, 
4 Preach'd (as was faid) from the Houſe-top, kept his Eyes fd 
on Heaven, and dy'd in this Poſture... The other Leo Suquy 
mum, being all environ'd round with Flames, ery'd Je, Ma. 
ria with fo loud a Voice, that it was plain to be heard by al 
thy any, and with theſe Words yielded up his bleſſed 
it; 24638 Log I! I. 2606. 

As for little James, the Fire having burnt his Cords, he ra 
in the midſt of the Flames to his poor Mother, and claſpiag 
faſt hold of her, the cry'd out, Son look up! to Heaven, | fay Je 
„ Muri. The Child repeated the Words three ſeveral Time, 
and fell dead at her Feet, and the Mother after him. But 
what the young Magdalen did on this Occaſion, deſerves + 
ternal Memory. The Faponians when they have a Mind. to 
ſhew ha particular Honour and Reſpect to any Thing, con- 
monly ſet it on their Heads. The Fire then having conſum' 

this young Lady's Cords, ſhe bow'd down, and taking the hat 
Coals in her Hands, ſet them like a Garland round her Head; and 

foyickded up her pure Soul to God. ID 

1 can't but admire here, the wonderfal Efficacy of Divine 

Grace, the invincible Conſtancy of the Martyrs on one Side 

and the ftrange Tepidity f our European Chriſtians on t'other; 
who had rather burn eternally with the Damn'd in Hell, that 
ſuffer the leaſt Spark of Fire for him that laid down his Like 
for their Sakes. What will they think at the Day of Judg: 
ment, to ſee Perſons of Quality burnt by a flow Fire for De. 
fence of the holy Faith, to ſee Men, Women, and Children, 
Roaſted, BroiPd, and Conſum'd in Flames for the Love of God! 
Have not we the ſame: Saviour too? Do not we fear the ſame 
Hell? And have we not Grace to purchaſe the one, and 
fiy the other? The Faponians will be our Judges afterwards, 
3 Example will infallibly confound our Tepidity and 

oldneſs. | | 

So ſoon as the Martyrs were all expir'd, the Chriſtians preſ- 
ſec into the Encloſure! and waded thro? the middle * 
Flames to preſerve their precious Relicks; what's particular, 
tho the Marks of tht Fire were viſible both on their Cloaths, 
and their Fleſh, yet if we may take their Word for it, they 
were not. ſenſible of the leaſt Pain. The ſacred Pledges were 

| tran 
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tranſported to Nangaſaqui, and honourably plac'd in the Jeſuits 
Church, where they rais'd a Sort of Trophy to their glorious: 
Memory, by Way of: Incitement to others, to Imitate their EN 

ba, Nagle bt SIE ROT 

"The Biſhop of Japan, after juridical Informations in Manner 
and Form, as the Ecclefiaſtical Canons appoint,” drew up a 
publick and Aut hentick Inſtrument, from whence we borrow'd 
what hitherto hath been ſaid of their Martyrdom.- 1" omit: fever 
ral other Martyrs, ſome whereof” were cut in Pieces, and ths 
reſt beheaded; after hanging Days together in the Air; but to 

0,» ASS. Ne zi ene WW IRE een, | 
"The Em our's Malice was till now conſin'd within the Ile Neligi- 
Kingdom of Arima, aid the two Imperial Towns of Suranga u 7 
and Jedo, but in the Year 1614, the Storm broke out all o- , Meaco, 
ver Japan, and the Chriſtians were baniſt'd and tormented to Fuximi, 
very Outrage: This was the Occaſion. . A certain Chriſtian . Oza- 
of Nangaſaqui, who had pafi'd 4 Piece of falſe Coin, was kaken © - 
upon it, and condemn'd to be crutify'd at Aſtace, Some Chri- 
ſtians mov'd at his Misfortune, accompany'd bim to Bret 
tion, in Order to diſpoſe him for a happy End, and td this 
Purpoſe, when the Executioner too up his 2 run him 
thorow, they fell on their Knees, to beg Mercy of Almighty: 
Cod for his Soul: But the Heathens who were | preſent, be- 
lieving this was done by Way of Honour and Worſhp to the 
Criminal, made preſenthy Report of it to the Safioie,) h di 
not fail to improve the Story at Court, adding by Way 
Confirmation, that the Chriſtians of Arima did not only take 
away the Bodies of thoſe that were burnt, but the Fery Pil- 
lars to which they were faſten d, and from whence the Em. 
perour concluded, that this Sort of People were pernicious to the» 
State. dan $11 70 2 Us che, ute 15 

The Cube laid the Buſineſs before bis Council, and after 
ſome Debate, the Reſult was; that all Europea and Jama. 
Religious, together with the other Officers» of the Church, 
ſhou'd be Baniſh'd out of the Country, their Churches to be 
pulfd down, and the Chriſtians | to be compelbd by Force of 
Torments, to Nenounce the Faith of Je/ac | Chriſt. To this End 
the Cubs commanded that all their Names fhowd be EnrolWd;. 
and ſuch as word: not ſign a Renunciation (as is ſaid) to be tor- 
turd by exquiſite Torments, am put to Death. The Edict 
deing now publiſt'd, Safioie (who was bound by Intereſt to carry 
fair with the Jeſuits of Nangaſaqui) gave Notice of it immediatly 
to the Superiour, and this was the Purport of his Letter.. | # 


Send this Meſſenger" on Purpoſe to arquaint yon that the Em. 
perour upon 1 rx br nay that the 22 of Meaco w- 
pp'd a Criminal that was Condemm d for Diſperſing falſe Coin, 4, 

455 that the Chriſtians of Arima did the ſame to thoſe that wen 
burnt there by a ſlow Fire, hath declar d that your Religion it dem 
cus e, Oppoſe ro good Manners, and incoſen with 
Publitk\ Tranquility ʒ becauſe it's Proſelytes worſhip infamous Crinnd, 
and notorious Infrengers of the Imperial Laws. I'm really concerg| 
for the News, and the more becauſe Pm ſenſible it will make you une), 
But the Emperour muſt be Obey d. * 1 12592” "nf 


 Faxegana Saſioie. 


e 81 + Hon | [2% 
Father Matos, Superiour of the Reſidence at Meaco, upon thi 
Letter, diſpatch'd immediately one of the Religious (a prudent 
and diſcreet Man) to iiform the Emperour of the Truth d 
theſe Matters, and to beat down the Calumny, that was mall 
ciouſly forg'd againſt them, but Safizze was much diſpleasd at 
theſe Methods, and ſent him back again, ſaying, Things wen 
now Deſperate, and paſt all Remedy. Father Matos then pri 
dently foreſeeing what wou'd happen, convey'd his Religions 
rivatly out of the Way, and this he did for the Help and 
Benefit of the poor Chriſtians during the Time of Perſeay 
Non. 1 NAT a *& 674 8 a vo: 
The Officers that were appointed to draw up the Liſt of 
the Chriſtians, contented themſelves with taking in the Heads 
of the Families, but this wou'd not do; for the Wives, Chil 
dren and Servants wou'd all be of the Number. What's more, 
theſe Mothers preſsd to have-them ſet down the Names of the 
Infants that hung at their Breaſts, and above all, the very 
Catechumens ſhew'd ſo much Earneſtneſs for ſuffering on this 
Occaſion, that the Fathers were forc'd to Anticipate the Time, 
and Baptize them, ſo to fit them for Combat with the Reſt. lu 
the firſt Roll they ſet down four thouſand Chriſtians, which fe 
territy'd the Magiſtrates, that they were forc'd to ſtrike 
out the greateſt Part, leaving only ſeventeen hundred, fer 
—. a Check from Court, for ſuffering ſo many in th 
own. | N 


There 


The. 2 of. ho Churchof JAPAN, 


prieſts. The Commiſlaries took in the Names « 
Fathers on 7 the reſt. being 
the Help of the Chriſtians, three Brathers ai {Fe vn 
fix Seminariſts, whom che enrolPd with the re ay £6 
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grow to ſuch a 5 ; infomuch, that he du hob traſt Kun 

with the Commiſſion. againſt, them, for 2 | 

he bout bs Suge: = the. fame Tj me, there. was 
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very tte young Prince's Co 
this made Governour, to e a Perk on ompliſh'd i in all Re eſpecks. 
ime, Irhe Emperour then thou ht he cord! not do better, than 
1 Nemploy thi $ General 4 . tant a Buſineſs, and there was 
nens Advantage in, it beſ for by theſe Means, he had the 
ike 0 pportunit y. 2 1 170 vin ide, fr from rhe Prince, a8 being under 
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There were then at Aeaco fifteen Religious, and 7855 of of 
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0 i. i Caper [for Days. ber, ins without Meat or Drink: 
unce th but God gave them Grace, 
4 ae A Weir Y gelen der the \ Enemies of his Holy 


"Whillt Stngamidond © WAS ee the Chriſtians i in this 
Manner, to pleaſe the mperour; by the juſt Judgment of 
God be fell himſeif f into Diſgrace at. Court, and being at- 

ted © of high,” Treaſon, was, baniſ'd' out of the Kitgdom « of 


We Chriſtians of ü. ſuffer'd much alike, with thoſe of 
Meaco and Orara. f muſt be forc'd to paſs over ſeveral re- 
M. irkable Examples here, for Fear of jtiring my Reader with 
90 5 mM of the ſame Thing over again; this notwithſtand. 

e's "one ne of | little Boy calbd Thomas, — 

ouphit 1 8 5 to be forgot: - is Father and r to 
Lake to Him one Day, Thomas, we ſhall ſuddainly . 
Tor phe neys. 50 of Jefis Chriſt, whar will oa al after we are dead? 
PII die with you (faid the bs Gita) and be a Martyr. Martyrdon 
4 Mat * you' imagine, for 


Creply'd the Fath 15 o en 
Fey 4 45 22 you 72. 79 5 wr put ierce you through with a Lance, 
F you be not euoffd, "they ll ts von at — Fire, and how 
be able 'ro wo entture theſe” No thents; that cant 75 much 4 
bei 4 het Iron? The Child upon this, put the Tongs in the 
1 And when they were red hot, was goin ng to take them 
his Hands, if His Patents who were charm'd with his Con- 
eancy, had not inter pos d and prevented him. He wept -how- 
ever moſt bitterly, , and was not to be appeas'd by any Means, 
till they aſſurd him he had Courage enough to be a Martyn, 
18. 98 ſhould bear them Company. ca 
* the Beginning of April 1614, the Emperour's Edict agaiaſ 
pers - the Chriſtians was" bliſn'd at Lau by which all thoſe, who 
geinſt the bebe to ſign an Abjuration of the Faith, were baniſt'd into 
Ebriſtians, Tzuraga, à Country towards the North, at the Extremities of 
Japan, to till thoſe uncultiratet Deſerts. On the 23 of the 
ſame Month, the Day on which the Edict was publiſh'd, 47 
Inhabitants of Meaco; and 24 of Ozaca aſſembled before the Go- 
vernour's Palace in their beſt Array, and were deliver'd to ſome 
5 Long of Soldiers, to be tranſported: to the Plate: of Ba- 
ment. 
Ten canfiderable Ladies allo were carried 90 the Stews, in 
Order, to be deflowr'd, but by the Mercy of God, they con- 
verted this abominable Place, into a Houſe of Prayer and De- Fo 
yotion, and ſanctifłd it with * Preſence. All of them 1 | 


mM AY 4 © 
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alſo tore their Faces, and disfigur'd themſelves, to cauſe Hot- 


iſtians found Ways to ranſom them, in the Neophites How. 
5 fl Providence otherwiſe diſposd. | ag bs: n 
The Emperour's Edict being publiſt᷑d at cal, 2 Town 
in the Kingdom of Canga, where the noble Juſto Urondono liv'd N 


| (a Man ſo fam'd for his Valour and eminent Courſe of Pietyj) 


de aud his whole Family, together with Don Jon the 
prince of Jamba, were al bad to Nazgaſaqu. | This — 
not the firſt Time he ſuffer d Exile for his Faith, but now they 
wou'd not give him ſo much as a Day's Time, to prepare for 
this long and tedious Voyage, in the Depth of Winter. The 
Chriſtians of n receivd them like ſo many glorious 
Confeſſors, with all the Honour and Reſpect imaginable. They 
took with them two Religious of the Society, who were baniſh'd- 
at the ſame Time, as alſo ſeveral other great Men, who after- 


—_— — hed 
-— 


Baniſhment, with Juſto  Ucondono their Maſter. 
being under the Protection of Prince Taywdono, was now one: 


Edict firſt came out, 
ſuits to Nangafaqui, but at the ſame Time, to do it with all the 
Honour and Reſpect imaginable. Moreover, he forbid him to- 
uſe any Severity to the Chriſtians, ſave only in Appearance. 
The kind * Letters which he wrote to the Fathers 
upon the Emperour's Orders, and Apologies he made; mew'd 
ſuffciently his Concern for their Misfortune. The Prince his 
don, executed the Commiſſion as he was order'd. He ſent a 
Gentleman three ſeveral Times to expreſs his Concern for their 
ra, and the reſt of the Court, tho Heathens, did the 

me. UG 14353. 1% 11 | 7 75 SI n pt 


Prince Taywdono' had four Chriſtian Captains in his Service, 
and his Meſſage to theſe was, to this Effect. Gentlemen you 
know the Emperour's Orders, and I earneſtly, exhort you to obey. 
em, doing © this you'll render me 4 conſiderable Piece of Ser- 
vice. The Captains receiv'd the Letters at Court, and told the 
Meſſenger, they wow'd: anſwer him by Word of Mouth, ſo ſoon 
4 he return' Home. Meeting Him then one Day, they told 
aim, they were ſorry he ſhou'd require what was not in their 
fower ; for to commit a Crime of this Nature, wou'd render 

them: 
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fenalizing themſelves in the Wars, went now voluntarily ineo 


The Church of Firoxims (a Town in the Ringdom of Ans). Severar 


4 


of the moſt flouriſhing in all Japan. Being at Court, when the © Firor- 
fe wrote to his Sow. to diſpatch the 3 
8 
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off their Hair, as a Sigh they renoince'd the World, P ad ſome N ; | 
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them abſolutely A th of ſerving, him fer. for. the: 
ſo all that could be done in it was, 51 
exerciſe their Religion, during their Stay at, Feds, 
ner, that he ſhou d ſuffer no Prejudice by yt or the "ee 
his Majeſty was pleas'd to ng this Zeal for Relig 2 2 
wrong Name, they were ready with all their Hearts, to lot 
Lives or Fortunes, as he ſhou'd think fit. The Prince made 
10 Reply, and retir'd into his Cabinet to conſider 8 and 
the Reaſons 2ppear'd to him fo juſt, that he ouſt wires 
to give the Gentry any farthet iſturdance, and not-tomeddle 
with the Servants neither, unleſs it were for Faſhion” 50 
and to ſave Appearances. | 
One of his Pages, took much the ſame Freedom. with.” 
for the Prince preſſing him one Day to return again to 
- Worſhip of the Ida, the Youth: reply d: Sir being train'd 9 
2 the Chriſtien Religion from my Infancy, al you. Parr, 647't even 
entertain fuch a Thought, Pm. ready to receive your Conmands, 1 
any „where Religion is not concern d, and if this, be a Cring, 
here's Head, take your' Revenge, with. that baring his Nec 
nme wel nted himſelf in this Poſture to the FS ang — N 
* Prince wou'd take him at his Word, but ag prudent 
_ ee he admir'd and commended kim. fon tus "Vis 
tue. 
The {ſer- "The Noble and ancient Church of Junge, "Landed, and 
ryrs of eltablidd', by the great Apoſtle of the Indies 9 Francis Xaverin, 
> diftiogniff'd it {elf in this Perſecution. - I cou d inſtance infinite 
but I' only touch in this Flacg upon two or thee 
that have' ſomething in them more remarkable. 
The firſt is of a certain Convert — calfd: Bennet, who 
combated Apoſtle-hike, and by a glorious Death, ga in'd the 
Crown of Martyrdom. After the Ce ſines were danch d the 
„and the Churches demoliſh'd, the Heathens fell upon 
the Chriſtians like ſo many Sheep, deſtitute of their Sheph 45 
and threaten'd: to bear all down before them. They fei d 
to Men, together with their Wives and Children, endj ene bac 
theſe was that Bennet now mention'd. The Judges: finding then 
Keady and conſtant in their Principles, arippd them nak d, ſen 
and — they ſhou'd be dragg'd in this barbarous Manne BY N. 
for a League about. Beer“ who thought this Forment to % K 
eaſie) to ſhew his Zeal for Martyrdom, diſciplind kimſelf a mo 
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the Way, even to the Place of Execution. 80 ſoon as the) WF Th 
arriv'd there, the: Officers ty'd them up in Sacks; and: thre i AA. 


them one upon another, like ſo many Sacks of Corn, _ Da 
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They bad 798 Sons, and 
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ho lay undermoſt, rafter a Day and Night's Pime wa 
— with the Weight of che Bodies, "that de ſax ws 
it, and faint d away. The Guards perceiving lin in this Ex- 


tremity, took him cut, and c _ 'd | they — —_ | 
im 'carnexly, 


Not long after coming to 
to renounce the Faith, but ſeeing. he was nat to be wrought 

they put him into the Sack again, ind laid him in the 
1 place. He continu'd there another Day, and then fainted. 


the ſecond Lime. The Guards immediately tock him out 28 


before, and ſo to the Houſe again „but his Weadkneſs was io 
violent, that with all the a do do, he was not to — reeover'd- 


nd in this Manner he yielded up —— Soul, Jeu: 
i Who! wond not S — - 


and Mary, to his laſt Breath. 
Force 'and Rca of diolne Grace; that turn'd a: Wolf tits 
4 Lamb? and'a Miniſter of the Devil, Into an Apaſtie and 
Martyr: of Jeu chi! The reſt after his Death, were taken 


out of "ol the Sacks, and baniſh to Ng ,.. 


At the ſame Time, another Chriſtian of noble Retration? 
gore re the like Teſtimony of his Zeal. The King of Bugs ba- 
often olieitec him by his Friends, to obey the Emperour, 
btb! in Conclufen, to make him Vilit himſelf in Perfon. 
The Nobleman hearing the King was en his Way, threw damn 
his Arms, and marehd put to meet bim. So ſoon then as the 
Prince came near, he cryd out: Sir, I'm inſinitiy oblig d to yawr 
. the ee ee 7er , yo you come to. tempt my. 


ſis muſs. tell ny, I 'refolve to live and dis a Chriſtian. 
i he's S e wx ith that he bar his 
Shoulders. = * 


Whilſt he ſtood in this Manner, expebiin the fatal Blow, 
wp comes his Son à Youth ef nine Years o Age, aud falling 
on his Kpees,: humbly craves Leave to die with his Father. The 
Mothet a ag Grandmother: Ho did the ſame, and all were ready 
to dle in the QuarreB* But the Prince was 1 tender d at this 
Spectacle, that be tou'd\. not hold from and fo turn d. 
back to Court, without a Werd more of the Buſineſs. How- 
ever upon | ſecond Thoughts fer Fear he ſhou'd be ill repre- 


13 77 at Wut, it was oa convenient to ) banife ee to 
b 0 | We 

Wee 5 Action of Vodchtr Qvalier, deferving eternat Med. 

mory. They cad the Gegtieman Tini and tis Wife: Aurum. 

e. Bine uhter. The {younger eall'd 

Matthew, was only. nine Years 1 Age, Simon ſixteen, and the 

Daughter, who was nam d Martins, fourteen. mn 


- 
LY 
* 
2 = N 
- 
: * 
L : 
% 
ws 
* 


I. 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


232 


The Hiſtory of | the Church\of JAPAN. 
PE: Titus, usd all his Art to make him renounce the F * 


but finding it was only Joſt Time, he ſent him Home, and 
Morning calbd for his youngeſt Son, intending to make ky 


either deny his Faith, or to put him to Death. 


. | It's eaſier to Imagine than expreſs, the Affliction of the Pa 
rent at this cruel: Seperation, but the greateſt Trouble of all 
Was, | leaſt he ſhon'd ſink under the Torments, and * to 
the Prince's wicked Commands. After embracing him then, aq 
exhorting him to die — ragiouſly for Jeſus Chriſt, he, deliver 
him up to the Meſſeng The Child ſeeing himſelf torn unt 
of the Arms of his Father, burſt into Tears, but recoy 
beg again, and animated by/his Father's gy rw be mera 
ly to the Palace. 118974 al — ba 

0 1110 Days after the Prince ſent; for” his Daughter, | 
Son was put to Death for refuſing to renounce his Falch Th 
ſecond Stroke was much more ſenſible than the firſt,, and 

was hard to ſay, whether the Parents, or the Girl were 2 
N But pare they muſt, and ſo men cmdaſted her tothe 

alace. 

Some Days after apain, 2 king ſeat. Word: to Tits 2 that 
his Daughter; had ſhar'd Fate with her. Brother, and. at the 
ſame Time requir'd his eldeſt Son. This laſt Blow rent the 
poor Father's Heart to Pieces: He wept bitterly, to ſee his Fi. 
mily ruin'd in this Manner, but calling to Mind the Sacrifice 
of Abraham, took Courage, and addreſß d himſelf to his dae ig 
this Manner. Son, Ton know what hath happen d t your. Brother 
Sifter, they are dead for the Faith of Jeſus. Chriſt... Behold TIS 
Heaven, inviting you to their Happineſs. If you have Faith and 075 
rage, nom is the Time to ſhew Fa, The Prince ſends , 2 to hi, 
omen to 40 ou eicher a or an 2 255 -T; 
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fence and baue them Witneſſes » bus Obedience. and "Fidelity, but face 28 
eee 6:47 ſo 49 opted, here was 4 Comfort in oing 51067 

becauſe 4 his Plot "bes the” Ten! Rage might be appear 

and ſo be inftrumental in bent their Days, at leaf? he 

be ſure to remember them in Heaven, ef pray they might all meet 
again in that bleſſed Place: Saying, this, he fell on his Knees, 
15 thelr Bleſſing, and fo furrender'd. e to the 'Of- 
fer. 

Fut being tow depriw'd au his' Children,” 1 to com- 
fort himſelf” in the Comp Marina fe, a Lady of 
tryd Virtue; for inſtead Be Fer br he to Tears and 
Melancholly, like other Paretits, the biaſed Almighty God, for 
taking her Children in this Manner ta himſelf: Tut alſo on his 
Part did the fame, and being A of all Satisfaction, be- | 
ſides what came from the Converſation of his devont Wife, it 
was the on "Thiks in the World he moſt dreaded to 'be 
ſeparated from her, and this was the Tyrant's laſt Effort upon 
him, for after. a few Days, he ſent Word, that Simon was 
dead in his Obſtinacy, and withall commanded! 195 Meſſenger 
to bring the Wife along with him, in Order to be treated alter 
the ſame Manner. The Meſſenger, did as he was Suna. 
and rebuk d Titus ſeverely, for his Headdineſs and — 
as being the ſole Cauſe of all theſe Misfortunes. 

None but God can tell how theſe two devout Perſons were 
afited at this cruel Separation. Both of them in ſome Mea- 
ſure yielded to ſoft Nature, but in Confidence of meeting ſud- 
all) again, they took heart, and ſo parted. The Family one 
and all wept for Grief, and the People did the ſame as ſhe 
paſs'd thro the streets, ſhe only look d Pleaſant and Gay, 
animating thoſe that ſaw her by tie Joy that then appear d on 
her Countenance. 

To finiſh the Tragedy, the Prince gave Notice to Titus, that 
his Wife was beheaded, and himſelf was to follow, unleſs he 
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Ka yielded to his Pleaſure. Titus told the Meſſenger it was the 
gle happieſt News he cou'd bring, for having dy'd four Times in 
15 his Wife and Children, it was an eaſie Matter to die the fifth: 
ind He march'd then joyfully to the Palace, and proſtrating at the 
25 Prince's Feet, humbly cray'd he wou'd treat him as he had done 
th. the reſt of his Family. © 

ln: 


The Tyrant ſur pris d at his Reſolution, try'd all Ways ima- 
ginable to make lum relent; but finding him Proof againſt all 
Aſſaults, the Scene on a ſuddain was chan 'd, and there ap- 
pear'd before bim his Wife and Children alive, and in perfect 

H h Health. 
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Health. The King freely pardon'd them, and gave them Leaye 
to exerciſe their Religion, 10 f. they had ſo Soriodſly 108 
tain'd.. "If there is Reaſon to wonder that Titus furyiy'd-theſs 
hard Trials, it's yet more. ſtrange, that he was not immedi- 
atly carry'd off upon ſo. ſuddain and unexpected a Reverſe. 

heſe glorious Martyrs in Affection, retura'd Home Conquer- 
ours over, the Ni and Death, -and entertain'd one aàuo- 
ther with FR: ractiſes _ — 2 us'd — _ _ deny their 
Religion. The Tyr hey faid, p cold Water on their 
Head in Winter, made dem RE. for three Days together 
without Meat, tyd their Arms behind their Backs, till they 
were half disjointed, and many other Devices. beſides, to ſur- 

iſe the innocent Simplicity of Children, who. yet remain'd con- 

nt and ſteady in their Faith. , 

This — * ended in Joy, but that which follows en- 
cluded after a much different Manner. In the Kingdom. of 
Bungo, liv'd a certain Perſon of Note, call'd Clement. He had 
two Sons, Michael and Linus. Michael marry'd a Lady of 
nality, call d. Maxenca, by whom he had ſeveral Children, Both 

ne. and his Sons had ſignaliz d their Zeal in the e 
of the Perſecution, and march'd victorious out of the Field 0 
Battle. But the War kindling again, they were ſummon'd to 
appear, and worſhip the Idols. The Children perſever'd con- 
Kantly in their Opinion, and declar'd no Tormeats ſhou'd force 
them into a Crime; but the Father, betwixt Fear and Infr- 
mity of Age, without Regard to what he had done before, gave 
EE e 
renounc d the Faith, adding by this, Impoſture and Treaſon, 
e TA Ben * ene nts; Tr 

His Children hearing what he had done, went in much Con- 


cern to the Governour, to make Profeſſion of their Faith, pro- 


teſting againſt the Inſtrument that was given him, and dif 
owning their Parent, for ſtudying to make them Complices in 
his Crime; and in the Cloſe, requir'd to have this Proteſt te. 
corded. The Governour mach Tarpein at their Re ly, advis'd 
them to return Home for the Preſent, and he wou'd fake Con- 
eil upon it, and then give them his Thoughts. The Children 
after they had clear'd themſelves, went to their Father, and 
ſo repreſented the Caſe, that he grew not only ' Penitent fot 
bis Fault, but openly profeſs'd himſelf a Chriſtian before the 
Judges, and retracted what he had done. The ſame Day the 

vernours iſſu'd out their Warrants for ſeizing Clement and 
bis two Sons, as alſo Aauenfa Wife to Aichael, and her oe 
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4ren. To make the Conqueſt eaſier, they put them all apart, i 
1 took no * : ,chey brought them al togethes in-the 


1 


Priſon. DES —— WITH, 4 BG Nh | 
' The King being inform'd by the Governours of what had 
paſs'd, commanded them to chaſtiſe the Parent, in his Chil- 
dren; for it's always the Misfortune of a Man that once hath 
broke his Word, not to be truſted. The Judges then order'd 
Linw, Maxenca, and her eldeſt Son, to be ſtripp'd Naked; and 
tyd up in Sacks; 28 for Mather, he reſerv'd bim for ſharper 
Torments, tbo? in Truth, they cou'&:not have touch d him near. 
er the Quick, than in ſeparatiag him at this Time, and torturing 
his Lady and Children in his Preſencte. e 

The Executioners had left (by Deſign) ſome Beards of Corn 
in the Sacks, for the Martyrs greater Torment, bat tender d 
at the Sight. of Maxenca, they offer'd of their own to 
clear the — before ſhe was put in. Afaxerca abſolutely o 
pos'd it, Taying it was a Trouble to her, that the had only 
one Body to ſuffer, for had ſhe ten the wou'd ſacrifice them 
all for fo good a Cauſe. As for little Peter her-Son, ſeein 
himſelf ty'd, and ſhut up in the Sack, inſtead of betraying h 
Weakneſs, he -encourag'd his Uncle and Mother, 
them aloud to' ſaffer with Patience, and turning to the Hea- 
thens gave them this Caution: Haus «Care (ſaid he) of c 
downs my Name amongſt the Apoſftates, for if you de, FA go my ſelf to 
— — yen Lyers. Who does not admire the Courage of 

RD. D inne | E 18" £3ONG WT 1 

As for his Unele Linus, he recited his Devotions | 
the Heathens offended at this Freedom, put a Gag in his N . 
and forc'd him to pray to himſelf. In the mean While, one 
of the Officers, Zealoas to ſpare his Life, took him Home to | 
his Houſe, promiſing him his Intereſt at Court, in Caſe he word 
renounce dis Religion: for three only. Linus proteſting 
againſt it, declaring he werd not be guilty of ſuch a Crime, | 
to gain the whole Wotid, and fo he was brought from whence 
he came. Afaxencs remain'd all this While in Prayer, cxhor- 
ting her Son to perſevere conftantly unto the Had. Three 
Days ſhe continud in this Manner, not able ſo much as to turn 
herſelf from Side to Side. 1 en) 893 1 
Ide jqudges finding her ſteady and inflexible, ſent her back to 
Priſon, and dn the mean while were contriving amongſt themſelves 
hom to make them exemplary. I give you here a Lecter of Linus, 
under his on Hand, which ſhows cleatly theinvincible Courage of 
theſe Martyrs. HL OT OW! DF T73ITDY 
. Hh 2 By 
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args l. 711 r 125,39 3:90C 2 Dan ee 1953 
Y the Grace if the Holy Ghoſt, I nom write to you. ont of 
| Priſon. I am a great Sinner, it's true, but yet I tri in the 
Marcie, of col, I ind be you'l yray "for "me, | that thro" th 
.- Interceſſion of the bleſſed Virgin, and Saints, 1 1 


* * 


dere con- 
ſtantiy unto the End. Unworthy as I am, I was beumd ip in 4 
Sack, where. I remaind far a Day and Nigbt, bec auſe I won d nn 
renounce the Faith, and thence was ſent back to Priſan. I feel a 
mighty Strength in my Soul, and prepare to die couragiouſly; for the 
and have n Hopes, but in the Merey of Jeſus Chriſt y Sevi 


OUT» 


Y 


end 2 egypt? pant Ih EyQ} qt L 231013123384 ee 
The fath Day. of the: ed ho i 0 ot loge gs nf 
IN 2 Moon. 215:13 10- 5150 ) \ 13 IRFERTS 10 3641:4% 575% 1 
> Flo: nt, „ n eie 2h Seiled fort 266 99h 
Seven Days after their Impriſonment, vix. On the 13th of 
July, 1614, Michael and Linus were condemn'd to be hurnt 
alive; Their Joy was ſo great on this Ocoaſion, that Michal 
cou'd not contain himſelf. I, it poſſible then Brother, (ſaid he) 
that we ſhou d be prefer d befare pur Parents, and have the Honour 
to die for Jeſus. Chriſt? Going to Execution, they ſpy'd at 
ſome diſtance Maxenca following them, and believing ſhe was un- 
der the ſame Sentence, it gave them freſn Reſolution and Cou- 
rage. They walk'd for a League together bareſoot, and never 
wou'd put on Shoes as they were deſir' d. Maxenca above the 
reſt, was particularly remarkable on this Occaſion, for not- 
withſtanding her tender and delicate Com Ten and the Tor- 
ments ſhe had endur'd for four Days paſt, in the Confidence of 
ſuffering with her Husband, ſhe walk d all the Way at a round 
a 0-28 ei mil gudimoig oH wu 
Being come to the Place of Execution, they - found three 
Stakes fix'd in the Ground. Michael and! Linum ran immediatly 
to embrace them, and falling on their Knees; continud for an 
Hour and half in Prayer. Then riſing, they ſtripp'd them 
ſelves of their upper Garments, and were bound to the Stakes 
In the mean while, the Guards preſs'd: Aſaxenca to ſpare het 
Life, and renounce the Faith, and ſhe importumd them, to die 
with her Husband, but this was a Favbur not to be thought 
on. For her Torment; was, to ſee her Husband roſted befort 
her Eyes, ſeeing nothing can touch one nearer, than to ſee the 
Perſon he loves under Extremity, and then moſt of all, when 
it's out of his Power to give him Relief. re ** 
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0 ſoon 4s her Husband, Was dead, they remoy'd. her. int 
the next Houſe, and /preſs'd her again to deny her Religion, 


ail the while immoveable, and ſmiling ſaid, Chriſtians ave r 


to be terrify'd in i: Manner, no one fears what he h 14 ind.to.. 
if you will really jri keen. me, threaten me with Lie” Wind e 


the River, to binder the, Faithful. fem caling away 2 
Relicks. Several depos'd, to have ſeen Stars, ſhining over the 
River in the Night, and by that Light, their Aſhes were found 


altogether in a Heap, and carefully convey'd to Nangaſaqui. _ 


paſs over in Silence, the Combats and n infinite 042 
& del 


For to reckon up all, wou'd be an endleſs Work. On this ingo. 
Conſideration, PII only touch upon ſome of the more remarkable 3 
Inſtances, and paſs by the Reſt. 5 

The Church of Facata flouriſh d . 
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co the Worſhip of the Idols, but as aohotodkNoticeof is Threat, 
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and wealthy withall : As it's hard for à rich Man to be ſay, 
and yet harder to die a Martyr, fo it -happer'd with theſe, 0. 
all theſe hundred, there were only two that held out, and te. 
fas'd to fign their Names. Some for Fear of Torments, 
nounc'd the Faith bare-fac'd ; others were content to let 
Friends fign in their Place, and others again, as the Office” 
took Hold of their Hands, made but a faint and weak Rei. 
ſtance, on a falſe Perſwaſion, that what was done in this Man. 
ner, could never be taken for their Act and Deed. _The tha 
Champions were calfd Joachim and Thomas, / 

Joachim was a Phyſician, and being accuſtom'd to riſit ſeth 
Sick: Gratis, theſe charitable Offices him a great Civdk 
in the Country. After a thouſand Aſfaults from his Friend 
when they ſaw un would do, Sentence pafs d upon hin; 
and he Teas contferny to be hang'd upon a Tree with tis 
Head downwards, and Thomas inde him, in the ame Man 
ner. They liv'd three Days in this Torment, without Meat 
or Drink, animating one another by the Example of our 8. 
viour, and St. Perer. In fine, the three Days paſ#d , the 


Th» 


- took them down and beheaded them. One of the Bone) 


was ſo ſtruck at the Spectacle, that he made no  Seruple 
in his Sermon, of ſaying before a great Audience, to "_n 
his own Words. can doubt of theſe two Men's Salvation, tha 


have forte fo waliantly, and fied their Blood for choir Aar 


* , an old Man (who had | kid a Bonu) 
all the Chriſtians in the Emperour to retun 


he choſe one Maꝛrrhi at for a Terror to the reſt, and after moſt bara. 
Tous Cruelties, cut off his Head. What's remarkable in this 
was (if we may believe the Teſtimony af thaſe that aſſiſtel 
at the Execution) the Head falling to the Ground, pronounc' 
diſtinctliy three ſeveral Times, Jefms, Maris, n the third Time 
londer than the firſt. 

The Church in the Ille of Maas, form V under the G 
», and now in fon of Ximar 
deno, enjoy'd a 2 found Peace. But upon the late Edid, 
the new Ki ear of being ill repreſented at Court, was 
forc'd to = (the Tefirts out of bis States. Father Gras 
and his Companion, who took Care of that Church, being o- 
bien X to leave the Place, ſo ſoon as Maſs was ended (which 
= ory, was interrupted with Tears and Lamentations of the 


People) ſubſtituted in — Room, an ancient . 
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ſcore Years of Age, calld Adam Areceva, whom: they had in- 
tructed and maintain'd-in their Houſe, for ſeveral Years 
inting kim to baptize Children ad bury the Dead, as 
to proclaim the faſting Days, and holy Days. | : 
Adam acquitted himſelf exactly of, his Charge, but the Ga- 
rernour inform'd of it, took Care to 8 him, and did 
all that wes Pale, to peryert him; alle | 
was neither by his own, nor  Ximendono's Choice, but purely 
in Obedience to the Emperour's Orders. Adam endued with the 
Spirit of God, reply'd again, When I put in the Scales, Death thream 
4 by Men, and eterual Life promis d by God, all the Miſchief Men can 


ecute innocent Men, of preſerving his Crown , an 
wy do what's juſt to 9 2 402 Crown ? and 10 Pleafe God 


you, Sir, nor the Prince, nor the Emperour, nor all the Powers 

of the Earth, that can reſcue me from Hell. Bur the they con 
I'm net yet diſpabd to commit a Crime of this Nature, nur can 
ti, of Pending mary is Ave of Mit, that Guts to when Pi 
. itly 0 1 | 5 | . | | =" . 4 is OE = > DE A $.- 
Ae Governour was ſo nettled at the Anfiwer, that notflng 
wou'd ſerve him, but he muſt be ftripp'd naked, and drage” 
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done, he order'd them to plant tw ge Stakes, a Matter 
of two Foot diſtant, and a Piece of Wood. a croſs; the old 
Man to be ty'd by the Arms, below the Elbow, and by his 
Legs at the Foot of the Stake, He hung in this Manner for 
vine Days, preaching to the People, and by his gay and plea- 
Kant Countenance, ſhew'd his Heart was repleniſ'd with an 
Ocean of Delights. But being worn aut with Age and Hard- 
ſhips, and but lately recover'd out of a violent Sickneſs, for 
Fear cold Ni ts aud N _ Toxments ſhou'd carry him 
off, it was Vis d to take hi own, and convey him into 2 
Neighbour's Houſe, which was done. nt. 

When this doleful Nævena was ended, they turn'd. him over 
to his Friends, obliging them to lay in Bond for his Appea- 
rance. He remain'd three Months in this Manner, PraJang 
almoſt without Intermiſion. The Chriſtians came to him 
ll Parts for Inſtruftions, and the Heathens at the ſame Time 
ud all they cou'd to pervert him. The Gavernour ans 
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ging the Perſecution 


a0 © the Sovereian of Rings ? If I deſert his Service, 125 neither 


thro' the Streets, and a Herald to make Proclamation as be 
paſs'd ; Bebold a ftubbars Man, and Rabel to the Empperour. That + 
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to me, appears Mercy and Favour. Command that Will, Pllonly obey God, 
frow 285 1 expeft an everlaſting Life. The Prince 3 moſt unjuſt, re 


240 Tie Hiſloryof the Church of JAPAN: 
all Efforts in vain, and deſparing to make a Conqueſt of lin 
threaten'd to cut off his Fingers and Toes; and to prolong the 
Pain, wou'd not do it at once neither, but by Degrees; foi 

Example, as one recover'd, to take off another, that by thi 
Means, he might kill him (as we may ſay) and revive him again, to 
make him ſuffer new Torments. ” © eien, 
Adam told him, he valu'd not his Threats; on the contra 
deſir'd to ſuffer all this and more, praying he wou'd haſten the 
Execution, for Fear his' Age and Infirmity ſhou'd deprive then 
of the Satisfaction, they both expected from it. The Goverq. 
our was ſo out of Countenance, at this Reply, that he ordert 
the Officers to proces immediatly to the Torture; but the 
Commander in chief, diſpleas'd with the Sentence, and com. 
paſſionate beſides, took upon him to ſuſpend the Execution, til 

& the Heat of the Governour's Paſſion was over, and then repre. 
ſented to him the Unreaſonableneſs of the Thing, alledging i 
wou'd make him ill look'd on at Court, and quite ruine hi 
Reputation, moſtly ſince Aimandono himſelf, had expreſily coy 
demn'd Severity in General; Theſe Reaſons brought him to 
himſelf, and made him take new Meaſures.  __ | 
Some Time after, the Governour commanded him to retire 
out of the Town, but Adam declar'd he wou'd not ſtir, unlek 
he was firſt candemn'd, and baniſh'd- for the Faith; This Zeal 
of his, purchas'd him the Crown of Martyrdom, by the Los 
of his Head. He receiv'd the Sentence, with a feeling Satisfaction 
They took him out in the Night, and executed him on the 
Caſtle-Hill, and this was done, to hinder the, Chriſtians fron 
aſliſting at his Death. But this notwithſtanding, ſeveral of then 
were preſent, and confidently reported, that his Head fever 
from the Body, pronounc'd twice together Jeſus, Maria, and 
with ſo loud a Voice too, that the Hills eccho'd again with 
tle Sound, to the Aſtoniſhment both of Chriſtians and Hes 
hens.” 1 . 1 i f | g | 18 
His Death was reveal'd to him, before he ſuffer'd, by the 
Bleſſed Virgin, who appear'd unto him, with a Croſs in be Th; 
Hand. She. alſo foretold of a certain Chriſtian Apoſtate, that Hof t 

he ſhou'd die 4 Martyr, which ſoon after came to paſs. For grat 
going to the Judges, and proteſting againſt their Violence, which I new 
ad förcd him to this wicked, Apoſtaſie, he declared before WM kn, 


them, that he was ſorry for his Fault, and would rather die ¶ the 

than betray his Conſcience. The Judges, after pretty rough M tha, 

and hard Uſage, bid him be gone out of the Court, and the to r. 

zealous Chriſtian at the ſame Time, (to ſhew he was _ all tt 
| . epp 


* 


SS SA 


ES FAB 


The: Hilo. yd f the” Chunchuf f AP AN; 

ſtepp'd into n Neighbour's Houſe, and with a red hot Iron, 
markid himſelf on the Forehead, with the Siga of the Croſs. 
This done, he went once askim before che Judges, and ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to them in this Manner. Nom Gentlemen, I hope 
you' believe, char 4 Chriſtian, he that inſpir d ine with Courage to 
do as you ſee, will male me Proof agaimſt ail he Torment s, ye cam invent. 
The Judges: wee all ama d, and knew nat what to de, but 
the Governour Who, s infbrm'd af it, teſolv'd preſentiy to 


ke him exemplary, and would certainly have been as good 
— his Word, if he had not been afraid of drawing all the other 


Chriſtians upon him, ſo deſirous were they of Martyrdom; 
upon this Conſideration, he wayed the Matter, and was con- 
tent to let him wear the ſacred Badge, without farther Mo- 
leſtation and Trouble. n 


Having viſited the Churches of Facata, Chiengen and Fg 


the End af the Vear 1614, renew'd again, with greater Vio - 
lence than eyer. Prince Aichael, who by the Advice of Trea- 
cherous Sate, had hurnt alive thoſe bleſſed Matt yrs, finding 
that inſtead of bluntiag the Feryoar of the Chriſtians, it ſer 
a new Edge upon their Zeal, and withall, that hümſeif after: 
theſe Services, was but ill look'd on at Court, by the Direction 


that having renounc'd the Chriſtian Religion himſelf, it was 
all his Buſineſs, to aboliſn it in his States, that to this End 

he had ſpar d no Endeavours on his Side, even to Torments and 
Death it ſelf, but his Subjects were ſo wedded to their Opinion, 
that he now deſpair'd of Succeſs; therefore muſt beg of his 
Majeſty, to give him another Kingdom, and above all, a better 
condition d People. til to nite fun ten mid cog 

ance wou'd; call him nearer: the Court, and place him over 
ſome more conſiderabhle Province. -Safioze; on his Side made ſure 


The Court diſpatches, being nothing ſo Swift, as the Deſires 


new'd the Perſecution; againſt the Chriſtians; | and becauſe he 


the Nobles, to whom the Name of Poverty is more terrible 
than Death it ſelf, ordering all that receiv'd Penſions of him 
to renounce their Religion forthwith, on Pain of Forfeiture of 
all they had. 21 2100 11 Ie bat ee3ZAEG9T | ; 
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His Hopes were, that the :Emperour; in Regard of his Ally 


of thoſe that expect Favours from thence, the Hrigce ta inr 


gratiate himſelf in the mean Time with the Eanperonr, re- 
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The Perſe- 
* 
we muſt now return to Auma, where the Perſecution towards“ 7c 


new'd in 
Arima. 


of the ſame Safioze, he wrote to the Emperour and told him; 


14 IF I «Q 
1 : 


that the Emperour wou'd reward him with his Pupil's Eſtate-; 


knew they were not frighten'd with Tormeats, he fell upon 
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7 Japan Corqueira, a Prelate in all Reſpects fitted for preat an Eu- 
64. 


So ſbon as the Proclamation eame out, Fifty of the nobles 
Families in the Country renounc'd their Eſtates, and in a Mo- 
ment were reduc'd to extreme Want. The Chriſtians of 44;. 
ma, were us d to Faſt and Diſcipline themſelves every Friday, 
but upon this ſecond Perſecution, their Prayers and -Penancy 
were redoubled. They procur'd alſo: one. of the 'Zeſaits' fron 
Nangaſaqi, to come privutly and hear their Confeſſiand. By 
whats moſt remarkable, the Children of St. Neſenꝰs Congxegs- 
tion (who were ſcarce fifteen Tears of Age) took an Oath l. 
mongſt themſelves to be true and conſtant to their Nell 
and the Oath was concluded in theſe Terms. -We ſwear az 
proteſt to be true to our Religion, tho" they tear off. our Maile, „ 
pluth our our Testh, or plunge i imo Murer in the Depth of Winter, » 
burn us Alive. „due bas nein 
Wuhilſt this unfortunate Prince was in his full Carrier againſt the 
Chriſtians, Orders comes from Court, to tranſport himſlf in ſ 
many Days; to the Kingdom of Nonga, à poor and mean Prinei- 
pality in Reſpect of Arima, and not a Servant to go along with 
him, unleſt — 9 — the Chriſtian Religion In this 
Manner, the miſerable Apoſtate, whohad: baniſh'd fo many Chr. 
ftians, was himſelf at laſt turn'd out of his Country, and became o- 
dious both to God and Man. r 2110 28% eine 

7he Ziſhop About this Time, dyd the holy Biſhop of 7, Father Lm 


loy, He lay Sick three Months, and erly pinid aw 
Sit Grief, 8 ſee his darling Church relledd u this Eri 
mity. Father Valens of the Society of Jeſs, ſucceeded him 4. 
terwards in the Biſhoprick, but in the mean Time, Father V. 
lontine Caravail (then Provincial of the Society in Japan) took 
upon him the Adminiſtration of Affairs, and by this Order of the 
Pope. For it was ſo appointed, that the Superiour of the 5. 
ciety for the Time being, ſhou'd immediatly upon the Biſhop 
ar tape Ihe Charge, without any other Proviſion from 

the ee. "4 1 8 | : TOY TOMS 2 
The adm: Father Caravail ſeeing the Storm ready to-break open Ion 
ils er. diſpatch d Father James Meſquita, Rector at that Time of Nang 
vour of the qui, and intimate with Saſioie, to Court. But Safioje, who was 
Cbriſtians either a Counterteit, or Timorous, - poſitively refus' d him Ab- 
4 Nan- dience; alledging his Majeſty was now refolv'd to baniſh all 
$4124ui. Churchmen and-Chriſtians our of Japan. Father Provincial then 
ſeeing himſelf deſtitute of human Afﬀiſtance, had his Recourſe 
to Heaven. He commanded all his Religious to double their 
Prayers and Penances, and appointed two ſolemn Proceſſions, 
CC ia 
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in bot which, above 4 Thouſand Japoni ans aſſiſted, tearing their 
Bodies with ſharp) and bloody Diſciplines-. This was — all 
neither, for feveratiof::their.own Accord, try'd: upon themſelves 
the ſame Torments that were exercis'd on the Martyrs; ſome 
pat themſelves in Sacks, others bound their Legs between 
— g Greys Orr og = their Arms a- 
gaben again —.— Middle, wearing next 
their Skin a Ning 0 Waſtcoat pointed with: ſharp Thorns, 
ſeveral - alſo! carry'd heav — on their Shoulders, others 
bent their Breaſts with a Fats) and others were carry d 
on Mens Shoulders with their Feet and Hands bound in Form 
of a Croſs, to ſhew by this their Deſire of Martyrdom. The very 
Children had each ſome Inſtrument of the Paſſion | in their 

Hands, crying to Heaven for Merby, in ſuch mburnſul and la- 
meatable Tolles, chat the N en not able to hold from | 

n ee 

e's Servants: terrify'd at ſo annual A Spectacle; * 
„ e Maſter at Court, that the Chriſtians aſſembled to» 
gether in vaſt Crouds, and ſeem'd reſolv d to withſtand: the 
Emperour's Orders. This Letter in Safioze's! Abſence;- was de 
liver'd to his Re ſhew'd to the Emperour, which put 
kim into ſuchi of Paffion, that he fwore he wohld lay 
all Nang aſamu in Aſhes ' He commanded; then yea = 
vernour' of Furinu, to march with his Troops to Nangaſaqui, 
and ſee" the Laws put immediatly in Execution againſt the 
Chriſtians, In the nenn while See returnd Home, and 
found afl peaceable and quiet; however wichin leſs than two 
Days he comnanded Fathet Prdumwal, and the other gupericurs, 


to hire e pan er and depart immediatly aut eo 


Japan. | 

— few + after comes Surengodono with his T. 
and findinglall pedceable and quiet in the Town, 2 
Word to the — 2 that the late Report was dleſs 
ind falſe... This notwithſtanding, -Safidiz who was jealous' of 
being taxd at Court, with wrong Intelligence, made it his Bu- 
ſineſs, to find ſome Flaw in the Chriſtians Conduct, and upon 
2 Search, it was diſcover'd that they had lately ſworn to, and 
ſign d with their Blood, ſome Articles touching Religion, and 
amongſt the reſt. theſe two, via. * hors would never 
obey the Emperour, in what was I Religion, and 
what was worſt of of all, that — wou'd never ſuffer the 
Religious to be all baniſh'd out of Japan. Safioie ſhew'd theſe 


Articles to Surangodono, and convincd Fim, hae the Report was 
FS not 
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not fo ill grounded, as was thought, whereupon. both of them - 
wrote to the Emperour and the Purport: of the Letter wat 
that they had now: 'diſcover?d the Conſpitacy of the: Chri- 
Mans.: V 973 no ei S 3303 nero Sinft 50 
Whilſt all Things were in this Confuſion, there arrives at 
Nang aſaqui à Portugueſe Veſſel, richly laden with! all Sörts of 
China Merchandize. The Captain had a Mind to go himſelf 
with ls Preſents to the Emperour; but Saſiche oppoſing it, ua; 
ſorc b to | acquieſce; and depute the Secretary, in his Piat. 
The Secretary was introduc'd into the Empetour's Preſence; 
and made his Offerings, but nothing could be done in-Behalf 
of the Religious, and Chriſtia ns 
On the contrary, an Expreſs came from Court, to thave the 
Laws put in Exekution, and at the ſame Time, ſeveral Froops 
arriy'd from Saxuma, to prevent Tumults on this Qecaſion, 
All Things then being thus diſpos'd, on the 25th of Ofoher, 
1645; Saftioie commanded that all ſuch as were baniffid, ſhou'd 
go on | Board in two Days Time. There were then in the 
Port of Nangaſaqui three ſmall Chinexe Boats, calhd Joves, and 
but ill / equippꝰd/ too, yet nothing would ſerveꝭ the Governour 
but they muſt take up in theſe Ships, which were not capable 
to hold near the Number, with any tolerahle Conyenience; for 
upon. the Main, they amounted altogether to upwards of three 
hundred Perſons, vix. Two and twenty Prieſts of ſeveral Or- 
ders, five Lay- Brothers, ſeven Japoni an Prieſts, five, more that 
were — — Holy- Orders, and of the Society a- hundred 
wanting one, beſides Seminariſts and!» Catechiſts, which made 
double the Number. Ina Word, all the Jeſſut- beſides eigb- 
teen Fathers, and nine Brothers, with ſome few Catechiſts and 
Seminariſts (who lay hid in the Country for the Help of the 
Faithful) were fhipp'd off by this Convenience. Father Fro 
vincial would gladly have been of that Number; but being ſo 
well known, and under Obligation of appearing before the 
Judges; with: the reſt that were to imbark, the Thing was not 
feiſible. However they provided ſeveral little Boats, to run 
the Fathers aſhoar along the Coaſt, but the Guards kept ſo ſtric 
Watch, that it was impoffible to execute their Deſigns-; be- Sie 
ſides thefe eighteen Fathers of the Society, there remain'd in Ni, 
the Country ſome Religious of other Orders, who tock Care age 
to abſcond; upon the firſt Proclam atio. 
The Feſuirs ſecur'd as much as was poſſible, upon ſo. ſhort's tho 
Warning, the holy Veſſels and Church-Stuff, together with the 44 
Relicks of Saints. That done, aſs was faid publickly for io 
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laſt Iime, and 4 Sermon after irg die, People n anẽſthe wle 
weepidg 8 d h. lug in moſt jamentable Manner! 80 ſoon 4 you 
15 Service” was ended,” they took town! the Ornaments) and  . © 
bar'd the Church to the naked Walls. Soon after the Fathers 
went on Board: and ſet Sail to little Iland, near the Town, 
where the Maſters put in to caulk their Ships, che Phſſengers 
in the mean whil Jodging in the Fiſhers” ſtinking -Hbrts, 
Father James Meſquita(who- thirty! Years before) conducted the 

four Emha ſſdd ours to Rams, .andretarn'd:with'ithem lagain: to 

Japan) What with his Age, and bard: Labours, and what with 

Grief, for the preſent- Misfortune, fell ſick and dy'd, deſtitute 

of all Help and Aſſiſtance, and this by Saales unlieard of Cru- 

elty. Who plainly denyid him the Uſe of Phyſicians, antb the 

common Cofiyventences of Ifen b winutnt 7 im 

The Fathers were hardly out- of Sight; before the Idolaters 

fell upon their Churcbes, pillabing and burning them to the 

Ground. What's particular, the Peace which continwdfor fifteen 

Years together in Japan, left the Country at the ſame Time 
with theſe Children of Peace: For from that Time, it fell divided 
betwirt two Factions; was torno to fc with inteſtihe and 
ciril Wats{ —— this by the jaſt ſuuſg ment of Got), fof it Was 
not reaſonable, that they Who rebelfd and fonght againſt hin, 
ſhou'd be at Peace and Quietneſs within themſel yes. 

So ſoon is the three Joner wers refitted, Juſto Trondouso ho. Te Chri- 

was baniſh'd' with! his- Family, for the 'Faith, as alſo the Lady wo 
Julia, and ſeveral other noble Matronsp imbark'd on Board of Japan. 
one of the! Ships NMereover, eight Prieſts of the Societyt and 

ty others af the” ſamie Body, together with ſome Spaniſh Reli- 

gious, and Abundance of young Japonian. Clerks; ' bore them 
Company, and took the Way of Atanila. The other two Ships, 

had the reſt of the Religious, and Seminariſts on Board, o and 

ſteer d for Macao, a Port in China; and the Wind being fair, they 

happily made the Port in? few Days eg But the Veſſel that car- 

yd Juſto Txondono, being a heavy Sailer, continud for above a 
Month at Sea, fighting with the Winds and Tempeſts; and 

what was worſt of all, being old and crazy, ſhe leak'd on all 
Sides, in ſomuck that the Seamen were forc'd to pump, Day and 
Night. Four of the Jeſuits dy'd with the Hardſhips of the Voy- 
age, and amongſt others; the famous Father Critana, after a 
Courſe of thirty Vears Labour in Japan for the Converſion of 
a WO thoſe Inſidels. The Ship being then at a great Diſtance from 
he Manila, they took his Body, and Bury'd it by the Sea Shoar.. 
Mr ; | $ „nr :214- att A 
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Henowr la the: mean While, News was broaght-to Anis. 
_ U. Ship laden with Chriſtians (who wers; baniſh for che with) 
Ju? © wou'd-in- fem Days land in that Fort, and, thay + 
by the Go- Juſto Deondons was at the Head of them. d. toes 
vernour of Governour of the Philippines, refolv'd to pay him the Honour 
the Phi- as was due to a Man of his Character and Merit: To this 
lippines. Bad he mann'd out à Gally with all Sorts of Refreſhments, and 
ordet d the Captain to take him on Board, ſo ſoon 2 
he arrivd in the Roads of Aanla, entring into the Riyer, ſhe 
fluted: the Governour with ber Canon, and was anſwer d a 
gain from the Town, with a general Diſcharge of all the great 
Guns round the Walls, the Inhabitants at the ſame Time croud. 
ing upon thei Shoar to ſee theſe [glorious Confeſſors. Several 
Companies of Infantry were drawn! up to receive Fufo,. and 
ndnd him te the Palace. The Ladies were all carry'd aprt 
from the Men, into the Jeſuit Church, and their Faces wel 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Country.  - Gays 
Tue Governour any'd by the Nobility and Gentry, 
rechiy'd Juſte Veendo at his Palace, and both of them wept. fh 
After the uſual Ceremonies, Don. S:{ves in the Name of 
s Maſter, ofter'& him a Reſidence and Being, in what Part of 
the Country he pleas d. Juſto pad Of token leg d the Fa. 
vour, and was pleasd to ſay, that his Loſs in Japan was wel 
repair id at la; in the mean while he begg d Leave to go and 
dchchis? Devotions. at the Jefwrs Church, in Thanksgiving to 
Soc for his happy Voyage The Governour conducted bia 
and his Children to his own. Coach, and order d the; Guards 
tol wait on him in his Viſits. 80 ſoon as they came be- 
fore! the Cathedral, where the Clergy were waiting for him, 
he lighted out of the Coach, and went up to the Altar, to 
adore the Bleſſed Sacrament. The ſame he at the, Auſtin's, 
and - ſo ' march'd ſtreight to the Jeſnirs, where thoſe Fathers 
recciv'd him with Ceremony, ſuitable, to the Occaſion. After 
the. Te Deum (which was Sung in Muſich) they inxited bim to 
Dine, every one crouding into the College, to ſee: this , glons 
ous Confeſſor and extolling him above the Clouds. That 
done, they conducted him to his Lodgings at ſome little Diſtance 
from the Houſe. Tu 1.3 70 100 11 17 
Next Morning the Governour ſent him ſeveral. noble Pre- 
ſents, and went afterwards with the Gentry to make him a 
Viſit. There was ſo cloſe a League betwixt them, that they 
cou'd. not. be a Day without ſeeing one another. Don -Sylvez 
reflecting of his Misfortune, and knowing this all came by his 
| glorious 
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a paring. in ha »Whple 1; them 
They — him, ſo 5 J 
might eaſily ka fe forggt- hie ne: 
e relihd, what the. World o moch 
All his Pleaſure 2 in ny ks 2 — ot her pi 
ous Exerciſes- Mas juſt th aſter his 
perſecutions 10 e whey; on a Stain he he was- — 
of. Vet betwixt the Change of the Air, and Diet and 8 
Fatigues of the Voyage, —_ the Compaks of forty Days from 
his firſt Arrival at Manila, he was ſeiz d with a Feaver,! that 
brought him in few Days to the laſt Extremity. The Goper- 
nour, the Arch-Biſhop, Magiſtrates, and. Superiours of Religious 
Houſes, viſited him with a ſtuſible Feeling of his Ines. Bat 
theſe Marks of Honour, Were all to torment. him, that deſir d 
—— 1 ;- f the See) 47 Rs 
Talking one, Day w1 a 0 
who govern'd his Conſcience, he ſaid, I perceive, Father, my End _ EL 
— near, tho at the ſame Time, 1 dare not ſay as mach, for 
Fear of contriſt ating my Family. Bay wh what remains, being 2 
thalick | Country, with ſo mam geod Raligious abeut mo, I die wit 
Satisfaftion. Pray thank the Governour, yt my Lord dre, 
a; alſo the Senators, and the Religious Order, fer their Chari 
me, 4s for my Wife and Children, I leave them in the #4 
Grd, They are baniſhd far Jeſus Chriſt, hat Honour and Foun 
2 4 can deſire, of Mer 0 hither 3 — 
in act ompiying me into ment, it's not from me, but from 
Ged, they "muſt expe - & their Recompepce, who. will be to them in 
Place of a Father, * never let them want. 1 
His Diſtemper growing upon him, he call his Family t e- 
ther, and e them a ſhort Speech, ag ny them to oge 


— 


[Cd 


22 in Faich, to truſt in God, to obſerve his Commandments 


in all Things to follow: the Advice of the Teſwts,, by How S 
3s they cane qo - Kuepledge- af the true God, Tha 4 40 
- Eaſe them his Bleſſing, and receiv'd the laſt 3 * 

When the Prieſt annointed him with the Holy 'Oyls, he <P 
out, 0h! how I long to fee my C Aud in this Manner 


cd 


what 9 | 


an 0484) that he Juſto U- 
once condono's 


alues Lig stens. Pune 224 
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1 vd am the Fifth of - Febrilary,) 1615. The Year of his un 

Nen a 21 eee Ae enen 
Hue 27P6w 7 petictally lamented! his Death, and Funeral 
ware lgrderd?'for'himh, more becomitis a Hd Head, than 


a 
1#\banſfh's Män- About the Time of his Enterrment, u Dis. 
pute aroſe amongſt the Magiſtrates who ſhould carry the Corps, 
and dhe Difference was adjuſted in this Manner. The Gover: 

e ee Oodncil, bore it themſelves, from his Lodging 


t the Heart bf he Town, ad tlſen 'deliver'd it tegthe Bro. 
muehsed of Ane as being formerly hintfelf a Member of tin 
/ ⅛Nvnx Ningſaus The! Brethry 
-canved it from thence to the Feſwirs Church, where it! wa 
efiterr'd, the Seperiours of — — Orders met it at the Gates 
ald carryd it before the High-Altar, as a Confeſſor of the 
Fafrn, but the Croud was ſo great, that they were ſbre d h 
ſet: Guards to pteyent Diſord ers 19 900 
The * Ceremony was perform'd afterwards in the Cathedril, 
and Religious Houſes, but chiefly at the Jeſuits. Their Church 
was Raug with black Velvet, and Emblems round in four ſe 
vetat Languages, as Latin, Spaniſh, Japunian, and Chinexe. Oli 
of the Fathers made the Funeral Oration; and in it enlatgt 
upon his Combats and Sufferings for the holy Faith, under the 
three Emperours, Nobunanga, Taycoſama, and Cuboſama. There 
were then at Manila above a Thoufand Japonians, and it pleast 
God they had moſt of them the Happineſs to ſee what paſs, 
which pleas'd them extremely, and not without Aſtoniſhment, 
to oy: ſuch Honours paid to their Countryman aſter his 
Derr INT ITO GT 
His poor Family mourn'd, and took on without. "Meaſure. 
It's eaſier much to imagine, than expreſs the Grief of his poot 
afflicted Lady, and Children upon his Death. Their only Com- 
fort and Support in Miſery, was all gone at once. But God 
by the Governour's Charity, took Care to provide them with 
a handſome and IR Being, which his Catholic Majeſty a- 
terwards approv'd of. SG | BY 
New or- Having paid our laſt Devoirs to Juſto Ucondono, of glorious 
mens ex- Memory, we muſt take up the Thread of our Diſcourſe, and 
. So compleat the barbarous Cruelties that were exercis'd on the 
ſtions 4 Chriſtians upon the Baniſhment of the Shepherds. Father /«- 
Arima. lentine Caravail, Provincial of the Jeſuits,” and YViear-General of th 
| Japan, being oblig'd to leave the Country, was pleas'd to ſub- m 
ſtitute in his Place, (in Quality of Yicar-General, and Vice-Pre. M 
winciel) one Father Jerome Rodriguez, Moreover, he 8 me 
| a ather 


OW =, oe ,jT 1 — ws. a .4..4q4 £13 *= 


— 


oO ES 8&8 S252 IT x7 2 2. on = or 


The Hiſtory of tbe Church of. | AP AN. 
Father Charles Spinola ' ( whoſe glorious! Martyrdom” we ſhall 
treat at — — the proper Place) to recollect, and regiſter 


* 
* * 
: 
* 


the Geſts of the Martyrs, as he did, upon the Depoſition' of 


unſuſpected: Witneſſes, and ſent them afterwards into Europe, 
from whence we alſo borrow'd what here is ſaid of theſe 
tt sc ned aer 21D or Deinen 2” t (1150 2 81700 
age having turn'd the Prince of Arima out of his King- 
dom, was now reſolv'd to force all the Chriſtians by tint of 
Torments, to renounce the Faith. There was then in Ximo 
an Army of ten thouſand Men, under three Lieutenant-Gene< 
rals, and their Buſineſs was to prevent Tamults and Revolts 
in thoſe Parts. The Firſt of theſe Generals was Satie Gover- 
nour of Nanguſaqui, the Second Swrangangono” Governour of 
Furimi; and the Third Gon oimandono, who! came thither ex- 
nen to put the Laws in Execution againſt the 
F . ͤ Fin, 
The Attack began firſt at Coquinotzu, in the Kingdom of 4. 
rima, Saſioje being arriv'd there at the Head of his Troops, 
gave Notice to the Ottones, or Heads of the People, that he 
was come with two other Lieutenant-Generals from the Em- 
perour, to foroe the | Chriftians to the Worſhip of the Gods; 
and therefore, as they were the Heads and Rulers of the peo- 
ple, it became them in the firſt Place to give the reſt Ex- 
ample, by a prompt Obedience to his Majeſty's Pleaſure. For 
the reſt, there Was no Time to loſe, for Things were now 


gone this Length, that they muſt either yield or die, and the 


Choice was left to themſelyes. In caſe they comply'd, as was 
expected, he promis'd.in the Emperour's Name, to exempt them 
from Taxes, to open them a free Commerce with China, and 
what elſe they themſelves cou'd deſire. On the Contrary, if 
they were Obſtinate, he threaten'd to cut off their Fingers and 
Toes, and not all together neither, but one by one, to burn 
them with hot Irons in the Forehead, to confiſcate their E- 
ſtates, to baniſh them the Country, to make their Wives 
Slayes, and proſt itute their Daughters in the publick 
Streets. ad Wa | | 

The Ottones reply'd, they were ready to ſerve the Emperour 
with Lives and Fortunes in all Things, Religion only except- 
ed; for being the Heads of the People, in Duty and Honour 
they were oblig'd to give them Example. The Tyrant was 
much diſpleas'd at this Freedom, however, not to precipitate in 
Matters of this Conſequenge, he call'd all the People together, 
made them the ſame Offers over = At the ſame Time he 


command- 
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commanded his Men te take in the Names of the. Heads of 
the Families that refus'd to comply, and the Number amoun- 
ted in all to a Hundred and Twenty. The Commiſſary ſeru - 
pled at firſt to accept of fo long a Liſt, and the Gene, on 
their Side, pretended they were ſhort in the Account, all the 
Chriſtians being in a Diſpoſition to die rather than betray theit 
in the mean while News was brought from Gourt, that 0. 
z#c4 (where Prince Hahyori reſided ) was revolted from the 
Emperour, and both Parties arming for a Revenge. Upon 
this a Councel of War was held amongſt the Lieutenant-Ge- 
nerals, and the Queſtion was put, whether they ſnou'd march 
and joyn the Em r, or lie off till farther Orders? Audit 
was carry'd for the Latter. In the mean Time; they refoly 
to bear hard upon the Chriſtians, for fear Lim fhow'd * riſe, 
and take Part with Fideyor;, To this End, for quicker Di- 
ſpatch; they divided their Armies into three Bodies, one at 
Chinginz and Obarna; another at Ximabarn, Ain and Mi; and 
the Third at Arima, and the Neighbouring Plates. 
© ' 'Goznitzondono being appointed Prefident of the Tortures; by 
Conſent of the other Two, ſummon'd all the Captaips of the 
Streets to appear before him, in Order to ſign a Renunciation 
of their Faith, and the reſt of the Quarters under them, to 
do the ſume. The Captains all came as they were order'd, and 
acquainted the Prefident, that the Chriſtians won'd rather die 
than confent to ſuch a Crime. Upon this he Aſſembled two 
Hundred Heads of Families in a Place where the Feſuires College 
ſtood, and enclos'd them about with ſtrong Batteries. A thouſand 
Soldiers kept Guard without, and twenty Executioners within, 
ready to execute the Judges Pleaſure. 15h 1 ch 

Such a Sigtit of Soldiers and Executieners made ſeveral of the 
3 Chriſtians give Way. At the Entrance of the Bncloſare 

ood an Officer to queſtion them about their Religion, und 
ſuch as remain'd ſteady and conftant, he thruſt th amongſt the 
Executioners, who immediatly fell upon them, teitring off their 
Hair, (the Seal Affront that can: be offer'd to a mim 
placking off their Ears with hot Pincers, treading them un- 
der Foot, beating them with Sticks, and tormenting them al 
the Ways imaginable, to tire out their Patience, and make 
them feel the Pangs of Death, without yet killing them quite 
Out. | , 


0 40 After 
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After this firſt Prelude, they ſtripp'd them naked, bound 
them with Cords on the Ground, buffetting them with old 
Shoes, and beſmearing them with Dirt (the greateſt Contempt 
imaginable in Japan) and after a Thouſand other Indignities 
and Affronts, they were thrown Hand over Head into a Hole, 
where ſeveral had like to have been ſtifſed in the Throng. 
The Executioners being intimate with ſome particular Perſons, 
after the firſt, Sallies were over, took, Occaſion to turn them 
out of the Encloſures, as it they had .renonnc'd the Nl 
the Saints proteſting againſt it, and confeſſing themſelves 3 
ſtians before the Multitude, they gagg d their Mouths, inſomuch, 
that they cou'd not be underſtood. Ee „ 
The Night approaching, they divided the Martyrs into. three 
Squadrons, and lodg'd them in neighbouring Houſes, where 
they animated one another to Conſtancy, and Perſeverance. In 
the mean while, the Guards by Force of Bribes let ſeveral of 
them eſcape, and their Relations took them Home with them, 
under the Colour of having renounc'd their Faith; this not- 
withſtanding, every Man of them was firm and conſtant, -and 
Proof againſt all their Efforts. | | k of 
Next Morning they brought them r into the Liſt, and 
renew id the Combat by a moſt unheard of Cruelty. The Ex- 
ecutioners took two octangular Pieces of Wood, and plac'd the 
Martyrs Feet betwixt them. Then tying them ſtreight at one 
End, they danc'd and leap'd upon the other, to cruſh their Bones 
to Pieces. The Torment was ſo painful, that ſeveral of them 
loſt Courage, and ſunk under it, the reſt were carry'd Home, 
and aſſaulted there anew by their Friends. Others again were 
taken away under the Diſguiſe of Deſerters, and others yield- 
ed for Fear of future Menaces and Threats; inſomuch, that 
the Number was now reduc'd to Twenty, and theſe all 
mor a' glorious Crown of Martyrdom, by the Loſs of their 
cads. ny WC AMS 141 | 
Every one of them diſtiaguiſh'd himſelf in the Combat, a- 
mongſt the reſt a young Man of Nineteen Years of Age, call'd 
Michael Acafaxi, Native of Figen, a Perſon well born, tho' by 
Fate of War at preſent in the Condition of a Slave. He 
taſted Wedneſdays, Fridays, and Saturdays to Bread and Water, 
frequently alſo Diſciplin'd himſelf, and ſpent every Day two 
Hours in Prayer. Upon a Report that the Chriſtians were 
to ſuffer, he ran Faſting, and half Naked to the Encloſure, 
and demanded to be let in. The Soldiers flatly deny'd him 
Entrance, as not finding * e upon the Roll, and on 
157 2 that 


Fiss err de Go 
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that he watch'd his Opportunity, and leap'd over the Rails. 
The Soldiers however forc'd him out again, but after all, þy 
one Stratagem or other, he found Ways to get in the ſecond 
Time, and fo was tormented with the reſt. Lying upon the 
Torture, he ſaid to the Executioners; 7 feel no Pain, met hint 
the Wood does not touch my Legs, bind them ſtraiter, that I n 
know, what it is to ſuffer. After the Torment was over, th 
mov'd to have him ſent Home, but he generouſly oppos'd it, 
proteſting he wou'd die in the FEleld of Battel, and ſo was 
beheaded, confeſſing himſelf a Chriſtian to the laſt Breath. 
There was another, call'd Peter Guinan, a Man of eight and 
F forty Years of Age, famous for his Conſtancy and Fortitude, 
He was formerly a Bonze, and of that Sect too, that adores 
the Devil. After ſome few Conferences with the Fathers of 
the Society, he embrac'd the Faith, and became ſo Zealous in 
his Way, that he was choſen to'govern' the Flock in Abſence 
of the Father. They baniſh'd him ſome'Time ago from Arima, 
but hearing the Chriſtians were on the Way to-ſuffer Martyr- 
dom, he made haſt back to meet them, and this was the very 
Man that exhorted his Companions in the Night to Perſeverance: 
Lying upon the Torture, he ſmil'd at the Executioner, for 
Foliciting him to return again to his Functions. He had two 
Children one eight, the other two Years of Age, and both of 
them (tho' then at ſome Diſtance from Arima) faw their Fa- 
ther's Soul aſcend to Heaven. The eldeſt wept, and the younger 
who was actually in the Nurſe's Arms, cry'd out; my Father flies 
to Heaven. The Day and Hour of this Viſion, was ſet down, 
and upon fearch, it was found to agree with the Time of his 
Death. „ ie 9:3 ben lee RON 
There were three others, whom they took by Force out of 
the Combat, as if they had yielded to their Demands ; Two 
of theſe were Lieutenants to the Governour, but they made ſo 
many Proteſtations againſt it, and ſuch loud Profeſſions of their 
Faith, that the Governour was forc'd to put them to Death 
the next Day. e eee en SF en 
I caanot here omit a Paſſage, that may cauſe the greateſt 
Saints to difide in themſelves. One of theſe Chriſtians,” ha- 
ving apoſtatis'd from the Faith, declar'd afterwards, that he 
felt no- Manner of Pain on the Torture, for a conſiderable 
Time, tho' they ty'd him till the Cords eat into his Fleſh, and 
half took away his Breath; this notwithſtanding, he no ſooner 
gave Way to a Suggeſtion of the Enemy, in Favour of a Child 
whom he paſlionatly loy'd, but immediatly his Strength fail'd, 
= | inſomuch. 
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infomuch that he funkt under the Pain, and den d bis Faith. 

Afterwards) indeed he acknowledged his Fault; did —.— 
atu confeſs d the Fact with Tears, to teach the. World by his 
Example, that nothing is ſtronger than a Man in the Fayour 

of God, — n of his Grace. 

Safioie ving the Inhabitants of Cuquinozu (notwithſtandi , 
their late Oppoſition) wou'd now ſurrender, rather than — Fob 
themſelves ta the Cruelties, that were exercis'd on the Martyrs Cuduino- 
of Arima, went immediatly on Board, and landed in the Port. 2 7*<l 
| eligns in Execution. Next Day * 
he enter d the Town at the Head of his Troops, in Confidence. 
that the Chriſtians upon this March, wou'd either yield or fly, 
but to his great Sorpene, a Matter of ſeventy of them came 
out to meet him, with Cords: in, their Hands, and deſir d very 
earneſtly to be bound. Upon this he flew into a violent Paſſion, 
and commanded all the Inſtruments of his Cruelty, to be brought 


n 


- 


f the Croſs, the Martyrs all glorying in this ſacred Badge, 


after another, and 
d them to climb up. 
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that ſeveral of them expir'd upon the The 'eighter 
that remain'd were all beheaded, ſome few only, excepted 
whom they let live, for a Terror to the reſt of the Cd 
ans. Mir and pn ei Saidon 361% Slnms, 
One of the moſt famous amongſt them, was Perer Faximay 
He was two and fifty Years of Age, and Native of Cuquine, 
He took Charge of moſt of the Confraternities, and of th 
Hoſpital in particular, where he ſerv'd the Sick iwith an unde. 
fatigable Zeal. Hearing they were going to torture the Chi 
ſtians, lame as he was, he ran ſtreight to the Place of ER 
cution, and this, to gain the Crown of — — Being © 
his Knees, with the reſt of the Victims, he li up his Hang 
and Eyes to Heaven, and cry'd out, Holy Virgin what do Iu) 
3 His Companion believing him afraid of the Torments, ſaid u 
him, What Peter does your Heart fail you? No (reply the 
other) it's the Joy I feel in my Soul, that moves me ro "ſpeak » 
this Manner. Some Time after alſo, ht rais'd his Voice, and i 
new Tranſports cry'd out, He ſaw Troops of Angeli and Sam 
in the Air, all reſplendent with Light. 
Preſentiy after this Apparition, he was cruelly beaten, and 
bound "naked to the Torture above mention'd. Then thy 
Branded him on the Forehead, with the Sign of the Cy, an 
when they cut off his Fingers and Toes, he never once gm 
a Shrink, or moved his Head the whole Time: Infine, th 
thruſt a long Pole through his Armpits, and in this Mann 
he was carry'd to the firſt Stair, where they cut him off . 
the Hams, and fo let him fall to the Ground. A Soldier d 
his Acquaintance, ſeeing him in this Condition, ſaid in Compi 
fon; 'you had much better have follow d my Advice, than let yat 
felf be burcher'd in this Mamer. The Servant of God ſhewin 
him his Hands and Feet, reply'd again with a ſmiling Counts 
nance: What think you ont, dear Friend? is not m Prediſis 
well di ſcharg d, when I foretold that no Torments would male 1 
renounce Jeſus Chriſt ? Acknowledge the Power of God whom I adm 
that gives me Strength to bear theſe Torment?, not only patiently,! 
even cheerfully, | 33 
They carry'd him Home in this ſad Figure to his on Hou 
where he modeſtly rebuk'd his Wife, for fretting and murmur 
Ing at his Condition. Then he recounted to her what he bat 
ſeen, adding, it was ſo great a Comfort to him, that he ws 
in a Manner infenſible of the Torments he had ſuffer d. f 
dy'd that Night, calling upon Jeu and Mary, and prailint 
his divine Majeſty, for directing him to his holy Church. 1 
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ond of theſe Martyrs. was one Paul Nicici Burgher of 
2 2 3 was eight Years Tresſurer of our Lady's Church, 
and upon the late Revolution ſet up School there, to inſtruct 
Laach in the Chriſtian Doctrine. : So ſoon 28 Sefivie cams. to 
CuquinoZu, = ſame Paul made diligent Enquiry after. the Ex- 


ecutioners, that were 0 to torture the Chriſtians, and 
iſit; 


ve each of them but what's moſt remarkable, he 
had a Requeſt to ma e of them, and it was this: 7 hal "fade 


dainty jor DN ne, make me feel — : 


Sour, 77 for Im 5 ba, at 82 27 of jovmee? Tears, and 
vod gladly ſuffer. 5 for my 4 dic. ben pro- 
mis d him faithfully to do as he 2855 and in Truth, they were 
25 good as their Words. He ſuffer d all with an 

ble Reſolution, and ſo was carry'd Home, where hearing that 
Twenty of his Companions had R their nnn 
he immediatly expir'd in an Extaſie of Joy 

There was two old Men betwixt ſeventy and ei Years of 
Age, that, ſuffer d all the aboveſaid Torments, liv'd ſe- 
reral Months after, - praifing God and his roaly San Jeſus 
Chriſ our Lord, 1 es — 5 Goodneſs Mercy to 
them. 2 
Another of fi ixty, . calłd Aichael Linda, 
ſame Torments, being left all Night expos d to the arp Cold, 
and his Wounds all open, liv'd after this one and fifty Dag 
and before he dy'd, told his Confeſſor, that fifteen Days 
the Torture, there appear d unto im two young Children - 
marvelous. Beauty, and preſented; him with a Viol of Celeſtial 
Drops, which him ſach a Loathing of all Terreſtial Food, 
that he was fix and thirty Days after without Eating. A 
little before his Death he-deſir'd to leave this Atteftation of 
his Faith + han to the Plase of Execution, I was ſtripp d na- 


lud, beate treigir. They drew me up aloft 22 
3 e 7 

cut 0 X. — Mee Se brande — on 7 
Eule with "Thar 4 done, they cut of both 


Go hy the Gr 


Theſe Martyrs deſerve every one an Elogium apart, for 
their Lives as well as their Deaths, were queſtionleſs moſt ad- 
wrable. Some of them were bleſs'd with extraordinary Fa- 

is vours, 


after. theſe | 
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cation cea Sa xumans ran over all Aimabara, and the neigtibourin Vie 
— for 4 threat' ning the Chriſtians with Fire and Sword, in Caſe the 


yours, and had their Death foretold by A ppa aritions/\ 
the Bleſſed Virgin, and our Saviour ' himſe 
Encloſure three ſeveral Times, to have Part with the M 
tyrs in their Trends, others came from the neig güde 
Kingdoms, and preſented themſelves before the Judges to he 
Martyr'd with the reſt. But I muſt be forc d to paſs them all ore 
in. Silence, for Fear 'of Checking the Reader with Abus Re 

etitions. i &. P 

Whilſt 'Safioie wit" pifibutiite*the Chriſtians at ts" 


did not immediatly ſubmit to the Emperour's Orders But 3 
Providence wou'd have it, they went no farther, for the ba 
wmans are nice and ſcrupelous in the Laws of Arms, a 
reckon it as Diſhonourable to fight an Enemy thats gut of Tobe 
of Defence. 
The Companies at Firendo follow'd the Ex m 4 of the 4 
umans. Only four Perſons of Quality ſuffer? rtyrdom i 
thoſe Parts. They were baniſh'd. in the firſt Perſceuion fron 
Arima, and retir'd with their Families into à Grote on th. 
Top of a Mountain, where they ſuffer'd extreme Want, ee 
of Fire and Water. Being betray'd by a Soldier to the Gy. 
vernour, Saſioſe condemn'd them to have their Toes, Fingers 
and Noſes cut off, and then mark'd them on the Foreheat 
with the Sign of the -Croſs, leaving them in this Manner fr 
: r to the reſt of the: Faithful. The Soldiers in fe 
. to their Quality, refus d to bind them, fo they ty 
t — —3 and ſuffer d * Reſolution above what can de 
expreſs | 
The Chriſtians of Nangaſuqs i expected the fine: Fate, an 

were preparing for the Combat; but Safoje;- andthe other th 
Lieutenant-Generals having Orders from Court to bring 9 
their Troops to Ozace to the Siege, the Perſekution was f. 
ſpended for a Time, and the Chriſtians began to breath . 
ter the Storm. The Apoſtates did Penance, and were . 
concil'd to the Church, and the Fathers ſtole out by Night 
to comfort and animate the Faithful. It was their Deſire in. 
deed to have enter'd the Liſt, but the Church bein ſcant of Fr 
en they were foro I theilt Wi sto abſcont 
and lie hi | 
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| Death. Kideyors,, tho now. at A to govern by jvixt the 
_ himſelf, kept cloſe, in kis Fortrelsz on the con Pom 
trary, Cubo/4ma being reſoly d ta ſecure the Orawa deyori. 
a 6 9 die Sag; dctermin'd to make. ar upon. nid and in Effect, Ozaca be- 
it broke out in good Earneft, in the Begjaging 9 18 om {1613 Heg'd. | 
u the: mean Time, be. er Vid all, Ways to; Jurpriſe, Rim, but his, 
e 1- Mother being a e great Capacity, aud Senſe, rok 
dn e bis Mealures, and fred weck pra, 4 this was, 
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conſume the 1 niT rea: 
Hart co 118 r b able \of- - 
The: Temple being now. fnjſh'd,, Prince 
EE Pala 95 er d of ike Bediestien 0 be kept 8 
the End of the Yew 1614. 2 three thouſand Bonzes met 
| upon 
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upon the Summons, at Meaco, and the Prince himſelf was de. 
fend to 


F ſurpriſe Ora in 
is Abſence, he chang'd his Reſolution, and order d the Sole 
nity to be transfer'd to another Time. 

The Emperour vex'd to the Heart for this unhappy 
poiatment, 8 to beſiege Oxaca, and * Herta 
Arme ſege fo the Covernour, An 
the ＋ 1 ger had 21 bo > bran 

| t 0 to his P 
ow m afide, 4 his Deſigns in Ne Ni 
he was refolv'd to lye down with his Army 1 1 Orac a, and 
ſecure the Empire to his Son. To this End he begg'd his 
Aſſiſtance, aſſuring him he ſhou'd loſe nothing by the Change, 
for he would make him, one of the e Princes in Japan, 


Aon, who 2 Ly — a — as himſelf, ronied 
al If wbeariy t£ ortreſs an Ince}; 2 
Dees he talk'd in a eee that 
Emperour wag. diſguſted with d 2 ſeveral reflecti 
Iaferiptions on the great Bell of the Daybut. He repeated it 
ſo often, that the Court began to per hi s Sincerity, and up- 
on a clo! found. he. kept ſecret, Correſpondi Fe — 
the Enemy. n Orders were given 
but as ill Lack would have it, he got ſome Inkling o they 
Deſigns, and fled immediatly to the Cuboſame. This Retreat 
diſcover d the Emperour's Intentions, and _oblig 
dee Poſture” of Deſen ee. 
Ih the meat while, him am told the a that t 
NIE Was dnprovided. with al Neceſfaries, 
5 e The En 
1 a phe, — 5 — 8 hx ; hot © iſe - 
the DN evan 6 5 n;- who- wes 
5 dad e Lede anc e bo 
e 2 8 I 
ions into the Fort. The Town! he Veins 
the Trenches they made ſeveral Aﬀfults, 1 1 N. 
often beat off, which, oblig'd the Emperour to, have Recourſe 
to his- old Intrigue and Practices i Lo own.” The Priſte 
being inform'd of it, ſecur'd the ytor, and Pnowing the 
Enemy 17 tended to make HB Appreahes that W Haid 
ſeyeral of his Men in Ambuſn, which took fo we Effect, that 
ry were ANT LES. ARE Cree Loſs. E 


\ 


e- 
N- 
in 
N- 
Þ> 
to 
lat 
te 
in, 
rd 
nd 
his 
555 
an, 
x4 
x 
15 
* 
ith 
im, 
heir 
reat 

| 
Tore 
rg d 
rour 
x of 
p tf 
20 
6 af 
urſe 
ince 
the 
laid 
that 
This 


— 


The Hir of the Chuteb of JABAN: * | 
firſt Advan was foltow'd: with: ſeveral others, for | 
—— — of brave and ſtout Men, that 
wou'd either oon or die, made uent Sallies on the B&» 
up the Trenches, and ſfaraſſed them to that 


n to 3 . — 


——— . e eren 
Terms to ſtrike a peace. 

He ſent his Propoſals to the Prinee, and be as readil 
brad the Motion. For the Fortreſs was now ſhort of Pro- 
viſions, and above all, ſeveral Officers were oniter'd 4 2 
whoſe Fidelity he durſt not much after 
then the Peace was ſigwu, on theſe Conditions, wie. A the 
our ſhow'd disband his Troops, and cultivate à right and 

fair Underſtanding with the Prince; and the Prince on his 
Side, to fill up two of the three Ditches that environd 
the Fortreſs, "As it's rare in Johan for a War to end tin 
one of the Parties is entirely loft, this Peace in Courſe was 
not like to laſt, nor indeed was it the D 
ſign to — it; being reſolv'd to ſurpriſe his Enemy at . 
regs attack the Place when out of Fenn of De- 
ln very little Tinte then both Parties began 
ſives, F:deyors upon a Jealouſic of the ene 
and the Emperour os bn a Confidence of carryin 
now was without almoſt any Defence. They 
my of two hundred Thouſand fighting Men. "The — 
rally d all his Forces, but the Miſcarriage in the late ple 
together with the tiſing Fortune of the young Prin 
the juſtice of his Cauſe, drew I over to — el 
He began the Work by Ar beautiful City 42 
and this to take away all Renee and S ee 
Enemy. Moreover, be burnt all Forts; Fown}, and Villages 
for ten Leagues round, and a matter of 4 Thouſand Nona“ 
ſeries and Temples of the Bonzes, which ſeemid à Judgment 
- ar them for r n Hundred Churettes and Chapels of the 


Then Army of Fideyors was nw ew 16 names, m 
the Tr were fore d to encamp gout the Walls, in the. 
Face of the Enemy. Several Skirmiſhes happend from Time 
to Time betwixt them; and as Providence wou'd have it, the 
Advantage was conſtantly on —_— s Side, In Concluſion, the 

2 two 
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td Armies clos'd, and came to a general Battel. The At: 
tack was ſharp and bloody; but in à little Time Fortune de. 
dlar'd for the Prince, and his Van broke clear thro? the Enemy, 
Cuboſama finding his Men in Juck Diſorder, and at the ſame 
Time giving all for Loſt, charg'd his Guard in Cafe they loſt: the 
Day, to ſtrike off his Head, that he might not fall into the Hands 
of the young Conquerou. | £108 ele 
Preſently after, his Troops fib'd off, and nothing was look'd 
for but a general Rout; when by a ſtrange | Reverſe of Por- 
tune, the great God of War, who preſides and rules in Bat. 
tels, changes the Face of Things, and by an unforeſeen Acci- 


a Do . oc..co ..T.. * 


dent, caſt the Scales on the other Side, and this was the Oc. 
caſion : Sanand adono, one of Fideyori's. Lieutenant-Generals, per. 7 
ceiving the Enemy in a Rout, diſpatch'd an Expreſs: to the ! 
oung Prince, who. remain'd all the Time in the Fortreſs with t 
lis Mother for Fear of Treachery, to invite him into the 1 
Field, to give by his Preſence the Finiſhing Stroke, to a moſt } 
Glorious Victory. Fideyor: tranſported with the Deſire of Glo« - 
ry, and-carry'd- on with the natural Fire of his Age, mouns k 
ted immediatly on Horſeback, and rode at fall Gallop to the h 
ehh oor 7 Elon nnd x + 191 I 
80 ſoon. as ever he was gone, the veteran Soldiers that tl 
guarded the Fortreſs, vex'd to ſee the Prince fo eaſily :car- 
ry'd away, with the Counſel of a Company of young Men, f 
or as others ſay, Brib'd with the Emperour's Gold, ſet Fire te 
to the four Corners of the Cittadel, and this unexpected Ac- t 
cident chang'd the Face of the Field. The Prince ſeeing the tl 
Palace on Fire, return'd Poſt-haſt to the Reſcue of his Mo- d 
ther, and the Treaſury, his Troops alſo fled at the ſame Time, hi 
oy the Emperour at their Heels, overbearing all. that ſtood: in be 
is W . 37 Nil WIT) 27) Pick 10.351 . fo 
It's ng ibly Reported, that there fell in;this/Batrel; of botl he 
Armies, above two hundred-Thouſand Men. Two Feſuits who th 
were then at Ozaca, eſcap'd narrowly with their Lives. One bl 
was. ſtripp'd, and nothing buy the Name of Foreigner, and Ti 
gray Hairs cou'd have fav'd his Life. If we may take his Cr 
Word, he travell'd two whole Days over dead Bodies. The bl 


other ſhifted from Houſe to Houſe, till the Town was-all is . D. 
Flames, and., they” he crept into a, Marſh, where he heard the 

Confeſſions of ſeveral Chriſtians, and baptis'd a poor Idola - for 
tor. He lay all that Night in the Fen, and next Day was T. 
taken by the Enemy, aud ſtript ta his Shirt, Ye 
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The Hiſtory 
was kilbd, and others, that he fled with his Wife and Mo- 
ther to the Extremities of Japan, to recruit his broken Forces. 
Father 77 4, puns the Jeſuit,” who wrote at that Time | his: 
Book, call d The Triumph of the Martyrs of Japan, relates Things 
ſomething different from our European Accounts, being as he 
ot in the main, [ ſee little Difference, only one ſays the Town 
was ſet on Fire, and the other the Fortreſs; the reſt in Subſtance | 
is all the ſame. { J r ů ˙7˙ 


Cuboſama being now without Competitor, was us d to date Cubo-- 


his Reign from this Battel. He return d to Aearo accompa- 
nyd by the Nobility, and promis d great Rewards to ſuch as 
brought in Filleyori, and his Adherents, dead or alive. At 
the firſt they took up ſeveral,” and àmongſt the reſt; Prince 
Fideyori's · Natural Son, a Boy of ſeven Vears of Age. The 
. Tyrant, to put an End to the War at once, or- 
der'd the Child ſhou'd be dragg'd thro? the Streets, and be- 
headed. It's faid the Child had the Courage to reprouch 
him with Per fidiouſneſs, for breaking his Oath, which he 


had ſo ſolemnly ſwore to in the Preſence of his Grandfa- 
5 ther. 00% nn f . Nemizg Ve 6 


He not only put to Death the young Prince, but murther'd 
fereral others alſo, without Diſtinction of Quality, and all this 
to prevent "Diſorders, and binder a Revolt. He tevelPd- all 
the Fortreſſes in the Te⁴ with the Ground, amongſt the reſt: 
that of Sacay, and in Place of theſe he rebuilt Sacay. This 


done, he retir'd to Suranga, the Capital of the Empire, and 


his Son to Jede, and the Army at the ſame Time was dis- 
banded, But he enjoy'd the Fruit of his Victory a ſhort while, 
for whereas the Battel was won on the Firſt of June, 161 5, 
he dy'd the 'Eighth' of March following. Finding his End 
then to approach, he advis'd his Son to be kind to the No- 
bles, and above all, to govern his Subjects in the Spirit of 
Tenderneſs and Affection. He dy'd as he liv'd, laden with: 


Crimes, and was the Firſt (as I may ſay ) that kindled that 


oy Perſecution, which rages in the Country to this very 
Ay. Wien. | | = | 1 


Year 1598, to the Year 1614, when the Prieſts and Religious 
were baniſh'd-'out of Japan, the Fathers of the . for 
eir 


— 


Before we begin with his Son's Reign, it won't be amiſs to make efiedions- 
ſome few Reflections on the Progreſs. of the Goſpel in the late apon 1h 


Tyrant's Time. From Taycoſama's Death, which fell in the ce, * 
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their Part, baptiz d upwards of a hundred and four Th * nl 


what's more, in the three firſt Years of: the. Perſecution, when 
Tormeats were ſo terrible, that the very Pillars themſel es began 
to ſhake, they converted fifteen Thouſand more. $25; 
Another Thing which ought to make us admire the Power 
and Efficacy of divine Grace, was the Zeal of theſe firſt Chri- 
ſtians, in the Deſire they expreſs'd of ſuffering for the Faith, 
Upan the firſt Noiſe of the Perſecution, they not only prepard 
themſelves for the Combat, but what's more, running volyg. 
tarily into the Occaſion, they provok'd the Judges to put them 
to the Torture, and never were eaſie to themſelves, till this 
Favour was granted. What's moſt ſurpriſing of all, not only 
Men train'd up by martial Exerciſes, to a Contempt of Death, 
but timorous Women, Perſons of diſtiaguiſh'd Quality, young 
Virgins, and tender Children, who hardly knew what it wa 
to live, ſuffer'd with Alacrity as cruel Torments, as. were yet 
inflicted on the worſt of Malefactors. | 
la the fixſt Ages, when the Church was in its primitive Spi 
rit, and the Blood of the Son of God (ſo lately ſhed) reak'd, 
as I may ſay, in their Veins, the. Martyrs diſtinguiſn'd their 
in moſt hideous Tortures, but then their Faith was 
confirm'd by almoſt daily Miracles, their Bodies being frequent- 
ly, Proof againſt ſavage Beaſts, and the very Flames themſelves, 
On the contrary, the Japamant had few of theſe Helps. | Faith 
alone animated theſe in the Midſt of their Torments-; and 
this Faith too, was vigorouſly oppugn'd by the Subtleties. of 
the Borzes, by a Company of inveterate Superſtitions, handed 
down. to them from their Anceſtors, and ingrafted in a Man- 
ner in their Conſtitution ; viz. A natural Antipathy to the 
Croſs, and a Cruciffd God, an innate Horrour of Baniſhment and 
Poverty, the inſeperable Recompenſe of Chriſtian Fidelity in 
__ III the like ever known before in the Church 
If any one is pleas'd to Quetkipn, why God works not Mi- 
racles in our Days, as formerly in the firſt Ages? I anſwer, 
St. Francis Xavevius did ſeveral, all the Time be liwd in Jana, 
and the Miſſioners after him, many more. But-theſe- are not 
recorded in our Hiſtory, partly, becauſe they fall ſhort of the 
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by 


Re ſurrection of the Dead, and above all, becauſe we ye now Its 

in an Age, that hath no Reliſh of theſe Prodigies, as if God was 

ſubjeted to the Law of Nature, and his Power bounder'd within Con. 

the Compaſs of natural Effects. Laſtly, as Miracles are only his * 

to. ſupply Want of Knowledge, the Mſſioners.. of Japan, being Lieut 
| = 
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litterate People, they ſtood not in Need of Prodigies, to 
dageiner ien the Credibility of our Religion. odigies, 


But if Men de obſtinate, and have 4 Mind to aſſert the 
Neceſſity: of Miracles, for planting the Gofpel in a heatheniſh 


the World: I the _ les wrought Miractes, what th 
ws was: true, becanſe God cant atteſt a Lye. But if they 
d not work Miracles, it's the greateſt: Mitacle of all; that 
 Fifhermitn;' ſhow's beat down Idol 


world, without'a Miracte. This plaioty fhews,” that the Con- 
verſion of Japan was miraculous; For fuppoſe God did nothing 
Extraordinary (which: is falſe) is not ita Miracte, that poor 
Foreigners, deſtitat of human Affiſtance, contemt d and deſpis'd 
by the Japonians, ſpeaking only by Interpreters, or like ſtam- 
mering Children; ſhow'd without Miracle, perſwade ſo: cunning, 
and ſubtle a People, ſo deadly Enemies to the Croſs, and a 
ch Kind of Novelty * That a crucify'd Man, was that ſime 
God, that governs the Unjverſe by his Providence; and gave 
himſelf to be (earen; under the Figure and Species of Bread? 
and what's more, to make them Teave rheir ancient Saperſtitions, 
in Favour 664 new Region, never heard of before; and with 
much ZeaFtdoy and Bervodr, that very Quality, Men, Wo- 
men, Children, and Bozzes themſelves, wou'd rather ſuffer any 
Torments and Death it ſelf, than fwerve one Jota from thut 
Law, which they themſelves hefore had impuga'd and per ? 
this be not a Miracle, whitisa Miracle? Or if it's natura 
we may as well believe, that Nature can raiſe' the Dead, and 
defroy it elf; But let us wave. theſe curious Queſtions," and 
captivate our Underſtanding, in Favour of the incomprehenſi 
ble Wiſdom of God, who Rules and governs this World; 
by his providential Appointment*. In the mean Fine our next 
Buſineſs 1 to take a View of this poor deſolate Church, brought 
ina Manner to the laſt Extremity, by the empty Vanity of 
er; 4 * Pilot, and the malicious Contrivance of Here- 
an, Mucks. 85 Pad | 

of W kes hard to ſay, whether it ſtood more with the Intereſt of 
the Wile Church, to have Fideyors;- or Cuboſamia Maſter of the Field. 
on Wits true, there was Grounds t“ hope, that Fideyori wou'd have 
yas MEvour'd the Chriſtians, for es his natural Diſpoſition, and 
hin Connivance at the Preac! , there were ſeveral Chriſtians, in 


e e 1 
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aly lis Troops, and amongſt the reſt, Orea xisamon one of the three 


ing Lieutenant Generals of his Army, Wiom probably he weed 
noſt not 


moſt of tem Men of Parts, and having to do with a rational 


Nation; PII ſay of Japan what St. Anſtin fays bf the Converſion 


ætry, and convert the 
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not have refus d a free Exerciſe of his Religion, had God bleſy; 
his Services in that Days Fight. On the other Hand, bi 
Mother, who was certainly one of the greateſt Bigots in aj 
Japan, had brought him up in a Perſwaſion, that there were n 
other Deities beſides the Camis, whom they believe to be 
Diſpenſers of all good and ill Fortune, and he was ſo; wedde 
to this Opinion, that he made Offerings, and built Temples to 
all : theſe Idols; inſomuch that the Chriſtians 1 N ho 
wou'd declare War againſt them, if ever he came to be eſta). 
4iſh'd on the Throne. Moreover Taycoſams' his Father, being 
rank'd in the Number of the Gods, under the Title, of the 
God of War, and ſeveral Temples now erected to him in the 
Empire, it was not to be hop'd, that he wou'd prove favourabl 
to a foreign Religion, that impugn'd this-Kind of Worſhip it 
his Subjects. $74 ad. ino Pakeoot anni DAY 561 
On the other Side, there was much leſs to hope for fron 
the Cuboſuma, and his Son. As for the Father, hearing that 
a Lieutenant General of the Enemy was a Chriſtian, he did 1 

that was poſſible, to ſurpriſe and put him to Death. More 
over, he knew that the Chriſtians had joyn'd Fideyers, and fought 
under the Standard of the Croſs 3 wit hall he was told, that thy 
had ſeat for Prieſts and Religious to Oxaca, to hear the Coy: 
feſſions of the Soldiers, and on this Score, he had alteady cal 
within himſelf, to take his Revenge in due Time. As for the 
Son, he was yet worſe than the Father. Theſe Reaſons. hell 
every one in Suſpenſe, inſomuch, that they knew not whom ti 
provd worſe than the Xogure, Cuboſumꝶ s, Son 
From the Day of the Battel, till the Emperour's Death (which 
happen'd the Year following) the Lords were all in ſuch a Fer 
ment, and Apprehenſion for themſelves, that none durſt mention 
the Chriſtians, in Preſence of the, Emperour. After his Det, 
the Times grew more moderate, till, September follow ing, whel 
the War broke out again with greater Violence than ever, 
and this was the Occaſion. | A, Portugueſe Veſſel bound fot 
Malaca with two Jeſuits, and other two Religious on Board, 
happen'd by Streſs of Weather, to be caſt upon the Coaſts of 
Japan. The Xegune, who was - acquainted. with the Byſmnels 
lay under a thouſand Jealouſies and Fears, but this was,not al. 
for in that very nick of Time, comes over two Spaniſh:Velle)s 
and puts in at Saxuma, with four and twenty Religious of St 
Francis on Board; and this gaye the finiſhing Stroke. The 


Xo7une, upon the firſt Notice, ſent Orders to all the Gove: 
23 | | | nours 
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nours round Japan, to ſee that no Ships, whether *Zngkſh, 
Dutch, Spaniſh, or Portugueſe, put in at any of his Ports; Nar- 
aſaqui,-and-Firando only excepted. Moreover towards the End 
of the Year, by a ſecond Edict, he forbid all Inhabitants of Wen- 
aſaqui, and other Towns, to harbour Prieſts or Religious in 
their Houſes on Pain of Death; and extended the Penalty af- 
terwards, not only to thoſe tliat harbour'd them, but to the five 


next Neighbours alſo on either Side. 


Theſe ſevere Edicts notwithſtanding, there were then thirty ze mig. 
Fathers of the Society in Japan, and they baptis'd in the two oncrs Ex- 
firſt Years of the Xogwn's Reign, 2900 Perſons, beſides little bley during 


Children. Seven of theſe, together with four Faponiaz Secu- 
lar Prieſts, lodg'd privatly at Nangaſaqus, and for greater Con- 
venience of the Chriſtians, divided the Town and Suburbs in- 
to ſeveral Quarters, going out at Night-time to help them. 
Their Manner of Living is ſet down by themſelves in their Let- 
ters to Friends. o | 


Is ny Reſidence (ſays one) there's only 4 little Room, and in't 4 
Windom of half a Foot high. I have been ſhut up here ſixty Days, and not 


without manifeſt Hazard of my Life, by the violent Meats. Thave now 


been Abroad for ſix Days, and ſhall immediatly return to my Dungeon 
again, as having no orhir Place'to hide in: a 7 30 43% YUP CHIIIT 


have been (ſays another) thrice this Tear at Cocura, the Metre- 
polis of Bungo, and every Time on Peril of my Life. T travel by 
Night with great Difſicitty. In the Day-time I'hear Confeſſions, and lie 
in an obſcure Hut, with all the Inconvementies of Heat, Cold,” Famite, 
and Thirſt. I never endur'd more in my whole Life ; travelling often o- 
ver craggy ZAountains, I tore my Feet and Face with continual Falls, 
mſomuch, that I was many times all over gore Blot. 


input up (aldsa Third) inDirknſe and Obſcurity; inſomuch ghar Des 
ferc d * — Light thro the Chinks of the Door, 27 Divine Of 


fice. Such a violent Pain bath ftruck into my Side, that I can neither fand 
nor lie. My Patron dares not let me by to the Servants, who ave 


all Idolaters, nor to his Children, who have not Senſe to hold their Peace. 
ſend me to eat, ſometimes very late. Our ordi | 
ſcaſon d with Water and Salt, and ſomatimes by Way of ainty a little 
Fih. On the Days appointed for Vi ſring the Flock, I ſteal privatlyiour 
in the Night, and keep at a round Pace till Break of Day. Nom the 
we ſuffer extremely, God at the ſame Time is pleas'd to repleniſh our Souls 
with uch Abundance of ſpiritual Delights, that they ſeem to have influ 
M m ence 
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ence upen our Bodies, for iu theſe fem Days I have been eas'd of af uy 
Traub les, and cio d of many Diftempers. I | 4 hs 


I. long nom (continu'd a Fourth) force me began to live flarp, fu 

they give ws nothing but Rice, thro a little Conveyance, aud that gene · 
| rally raw too. They pinn'd me up ſo ſtreight, that I have not hardly ron 

to turn in. This notwithſtanding, I am more healthy than ever, and 
' have recover d out of ſeveral Infirmities. | 


. 


I cou'd produce ſeveral other Pieces of theſe good Men, 
which ſhew their Zeal and Concern for their Patrons, who har. 
bour'd them on Peril of their Lives. One of the old Fathers go. 
ing out to viſit a ſick Perſon, diſguis'd himſelf like a Porter,' and 
carry'd a Stone on his Back, as heavy, as his Vears, which edi- 
557d the Poopls of the Houſe where he went to, more than can be 
imagin'd. e SAY Pp RR” I 
If the Fathers were ſo concern'd for their Patrons, their Pa. 
trons on their ſide were no leſs for them. For Inſtance, I appeal 
to a Letter of a certain Lady of Quality in Bunge, to the Su- 
periour of the Jeſurts. 2 nrite (ſays bed Fat Meaco to 
eur Prince, that, one of the Fathers was talen; and wou d perſwade u 
to remove our Gentleman to Nangaſaqui, but my Spouſe Ichinocami 
proteſts againſt it, declaring happen mhat will, he was arm'd againſt al 
Accidents, when he firſt took him under his Roof. If our Enemies ave 
uigilant to diſcover him, me on our Side will be as careful to conceal 
bim. And if after all he happens to be batray'd, we ſhall accompliſh ou 
Deſires, and have the Happineſs of layins down our Lives for the Faith, 
in Company of. our good. Father, whom we ſhall willingly take part with, cn 
this Occaſion. For the reſt, your Paternity muſt . that if there's 
amy talk of removing him, we ſhall. certainly oppoſe it, for if there's Dau- 
ger at Meaco, Nangaſaqui hath no.leſs, and he can never be ſafer tha 
among ft hu Friends. | 
Icon d recount ſeverah other Letters to the ſame Effect, but it's 
now high Time td return ta our Hiſtory. Lo III 
The Mar- In the Year 1616, happen'd: the Martyrdom of Fart LON , 
_ Native of Jamaxino. They preſs d him earneſtly-upon the brit 
= Sg Proclamation to renounce. his Religion, but finding him firm to 
his Reſolution, bis Friends drew up a Kind of Formula, and taking 
bis Hand forc'd hint! againſt his Will to fign it. But after ſome 
Time, upon reaſoning the Point with himſelf, he fell into ſo deep a 
'Melaiicholly, that he cou'd not reſt Day nor Night. Going then 
one Day before the Governour, to enter a Proteſt againſt his late 
Proceedings, he met one of his Officers coming to ſurrender 15 


* 


RS * 


his Deed, as not full enough, and withall to require another in 
more clear and ample Form. Paul oyerjoy'd to meet with ſo fair 
an Opportunity of repairing his Fault, took the Billet and tore it 
to Pieces, ſaying he was 4 Chriſtian, and mond fign i with bis 
The Governour iaforard of what had paſs d, diſpatch'd'a Compar 
ny of Soldiers to ſtie him. Paul in the mean Time, to make Satisfa- 
ction to Almighty God for his Offence, and; prepare for Death, 


took ſome ſmall Cords, and Diſcipliy'd himſelf moſt Part of the 


Night. Next Morning he wrote to five of his Friends, and 
this was the Purport of the Letters. I long impatientiy to die for 
eſus Chriſt; ae 1202 N with Chains ; and if J die, Al- 

. ty Go | bleſs 95 or it's t greateſt Mercy he can ſhew 
> Pray, I befeeth yeu, that hel giue me Grace to ſuſfar for bus 
ſake. AK Tt v1 9 * 11207 N 9 3? ” = om 


AL, 


The 15th Day of the 
Ninth Moon. 


e 
The ſame Day towards Evening, the Governour's Officer 


came with the dead Warrant to the Priſon, Paul in a mighty 


Tranſport, begg'd he might die on a Croſs, but the Officer 


excus'd . himſelf, alledging, it was not in his Power to alter 
the Sentence. Paul then ſatisſy'd with his Anſwer, march'd 
joyfully to the Place of Execution, and was beheaded, calling 
upon Jeſus and apl. ol „ 0409) „ fo ns? 
There was another Chriſtian alſo, under the fame Sentence, 
but his Friends, by one Stratagem or other, took Care to reſ- 
cue him out of their Hands. He was formerly a Bone, and 
zealous enough in his Sect. Coming once by Chance to Nan- 
gaſaqui, and charm'd with the Piety, Modeſty and Charity of 
the Cbhriſtians, he deſir d to be iĩaſtructed, and was afterwards 
baptiz d. Imniediatly upon his Return Home, he renounc'd the 
Character of Bente, and conſecrated himſelf entirely to the 
Service of God. Afterwards the Perſecution coming on, a cer- 
tain. Idolater;queſtion'd/him, whether he was a Chriſtian? 1 do 
not deſerve that Name ( reply'd the Boxze ) however that's my 
Religion indeed, and I intend to live and dit in it. The Ido- 
later went open Mouth to the Govetrnour with Complaints 
- him, and upon 'due-, Informations, he was condemn'd to 
e. ; ; ; £24 þ. | : 
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The Neophite hearing they were on Search after him, went 
of his own Accord to meet the Guards, brought them into 
his Houſe, and gave them a civil Entertainment. In Return 
for his Kindneſs, they deſir'd him to retire, that they might 
tell the Governour he was fled. God forbid (reply'd the Bm) 
I ſhould loſe ſo' fair an Occaſion of dying for the Faith; do your Of- 
fice, Im ready to bey. The Guards ſurpris'd' to ſee fo much 


Reſolution, refus'd to lay Hands on him, and return'd back, in 


Confidence that the Governonr would revoke the Sentence, 
which much afflited the poor devout Man. 58 
The Emperour of Japan was hitherto content with baniſhin 
the Eecleſſaſticks out of his States; but in the Vear 1616, Golf 
was pleas'd to reward the Labours of two of them, that came 
purpoſely from the Extremity of the World on this Deſign; 
with the Crown of Martyrdom. There were four Religious 
Orders, that labour'd there indefatigably in the Converſion of 
Souls. viz. Auguſtins, Dominicans, Franciſcans and Jeſuits. Hea- 
ven choſe one out of each, to illuſtrate the Faith by their pre- 
cious Deaths, and this was the Occaſion. 
8 The Epiſcopal See being now vacant, ſeveral Religious of 
Religious divers Orders, as alſo the Japonian Prieſts of Nangaſaqui, ated 
pur ro every one by his own proper Impulſe; the Chriſtians alſo fell 
Death. into Diviſions amongſt themſelves, not unlike thoſe of whom 
St. Paul ſpeaks, J am Apollo's, I Peter's, and 7 Pauls. But the 
Difference amongſt the Shepherds; was much the more dan- 
gerous of the two. Some were for yielding to the Emperour, 
ſo far at leaft, as Religion and the Good of Souls would per- 
mit, by accommodating themſelves to the Times, till the Storm 
blew over. But others mov'd with a violent and impetuous 


Zeal, declar'd- all Terms were unlawful, where Religion was 


in Queſtion, adding, it was Cowardice to fly, Scandal to ab- 
ſcond, and Impiety to yield to the Iniquity of the Times, 
that as Opportunity now ſerv'd for ſhedding their Bload, they 
ought to bear up to the Point, and tell the Tyrant to his 
Face (as the Apoſtles did formerly to the High - Prieſts) that 
it was not in their Power to obey his Orders Wr 18 
cular. {IIS Sf? 1:3 % * „ wh 
Theſe two oppoſite Opinions, put the Prieſts and Religious 
upon as different Practiſes. Some walk'd the Streets publickly, 
and exercis'd their Functions in the Face of the Sun and others 
again travell'd all by Night, and did their Office as privatly 
as poſſible. In the mean Time, the Emperour had Notice that 
there were ſeveral Prieſts at Nangaſaqui, and what's worſe, = 

they 
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they exercis'd: their Functions publickly, in Defia 
Commands. Upon this, Orders were ſent immeckiatl 


y, to. the 


ſcize on all he could find. _ _. | 
By great Providence the Magiſtrates of Nangeſsquj had carl 
Advice of their Intentions, and being all Chriſtians, they caſa 


— ov „ A. Loa... AE. 4 id 


ry themſelves in n ? After mature Deliberation, a De- 
tation was .order'd to the Provincial of the Society, praying 
5 would diſpatch ſome few of his Religious, by the next Shi 
far China, and in the mean Time diſperſe the reſt in the 
neighbouring Towns; to the End, when Search was made, they 
might ſwear in Conſcience, there was not one Prieſt in Namy 
1a/aqui. Father Proyincial did as he was deſit d, and the other 
Religious follow'd his Example, inſomuch, that the Prince of 
Omma, with all his Diligence, could not. light on one. which 
rov'd no little Mortification to him, for his Father and Grand- 
ther having both been Chriſtians, and himſelf alſo train'd up 
from his 8 the fame Perſwaſion, there were Grounds 
to fear, that the Emperour might be jealous of him, as hold-- 
ing Correſpoudence underhand with the Chriſtians, at leaſt 
to: thick him careleſs and negligent in his Office. 
Amoagſt thaſe whom Father Provincial of the Society remov'd' 
from Nangaſaqui to the neighbouring Towns, one was Father John 
Bats Machade, He was Native of the Tercore Iſland, and ſent from 
Nargaſaqus to Gotto, where he Arriv'd in April; 1617. Upon his 
kading the Magiſtrates took him Priſoner. . All his Friends op- 
pos d the Journey, and wou'd gladly have perſwaded him to ſtop 
at Omura, but the good Father after recommending the Matter to 
God, with a due Regard to blind Obedience, reſolv'd to purſue 
bis Voyage, tho? it coſt him his Life. He had with him for 
Companion in his Travels, one Leo a Secular Perfon, who. 
= alſo. taken Priſoner with him by. his own free Con- 
| Being ready to Imbark for Omura, the Wind turn'd in ſuch 
| fort, that they were. forc'd to lie two Days at Canono, where by 
the Magiſtrates. Conſent, be confeſs'd and communicated the 
ä Chriſtians. After that, he made them a moving Exhortation, and 
anougſt other Things, ſaid, He wat inſpir'd at the Age of ſeven 
Tears with a ſtrong Impulſe, to go and Preach the Goſpel in Japan. Being 
on Board, he Prell d the Guards to bind him, but they op” 
dos d it, as a Thing unneceſſary to Perſons of his Diſpoſi- 


Po. 
; lmmedi- 
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of his 
Prince of Omura, Grandſon to the late Don Bartholomew, to 


a Council, and the Queſtion was put, how they 'ought to car - 
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” Immediatly upon his Arrival at Omma, they led him to "Prigy: 


Where he had the Happineſs to meet with a Brother of the A 

fon; of the Order of St. Francis. This good Religions alarmid at t 

the Noiſe, concluded the Officers were come to put bim to l 

Death, and in the Strength of this Confidence, he plac'd hin. x 

elf in a Poſture to receive the Stroke, and in that very Nick o - 

| Time in comes Father , Marhade... They embrac'd one another f 
with feeling Tenderneſs, and gave Thanks to God with Tearsiz Wl * 

their, Eyes, for affording, them the Benefit of the Sacraments p 

They ſaid Maſs every Day in Priſon, from Pentecoſt till Mendy þ 

after Trinity Sunday, on which they dy 4. t 

Fi. Ma- © There ate three edifying Letters by me of Father Machads e 

chades's hut to avoid Tediouſneſs, I' only touch upon the Laſt; 44. 

Letter. dreſs'd to a Father of the ſame Order. It runs thus: I war tab 1 
at Gatto, and in that Poſture too, a my Hands were lifred up te . 1 
ſolve 4. Penitent, at the Tribunal of 7 7 They conducted me in. (\ 
mediatly before the Magiſtrate, where I ſpoke as God was pleas'd to Injyi, - 

n thence 55 " img 322 OSS yrs 10 2 at thi 5 
reſent under cloſe Cuſtady. God grant I may ſuffer ſomething for hi 
4 His holy. Name be Bieſed + bis in 2 Mercies and * t Sl 
an worthy Servant. Iprote ft, dear Father, I won d not change cn. Wil © 
ditions wich any one in the whole World. I never was wore ſatisfy Wl H 
nor ſo cheerful, and *eaſſe in my whole Life. Glory be to God; wy il © 
ſo abundantly recampences the Little we do, and ſuffer for his Service th 
Now (methinks)'T begin to be 4 Religions of the Society of Jeſus, and ti th 
exerciſe its Functions, in ſuffering Imprifonment for Preaching the Gi. Wl © 
ſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. | I leave out the reſt, for what's ſaid already ; 
proves ſufficiently the Doctrine of St. Paul, viz. That Met <7 
are neyer ſtronger than when they begin to perceive their om 15 


Weakneſs, nor more content than , when deſtitute of Hr: 
par Relief, all our Strength and Comfort being entirely from bu 
Od. ; FOE: b e eee 
On Monday after Trinity Sunday, News was brought to the Pri- Bil ©: 
ſoners, that they muſt both die. Theſe Tidings were not a littl 

l/ acceptable. Father Brother Peter of the Aſcenſion, Qeclar'd, be - 
1 had made this the Subject ot his Prayer ever ſince he came to Pri 
ſon, and now bleſsd God a thouſand Times for the Favour. As 
for Father Mac hade, he faid, there were three Days to he reckon- os 
ed Happy in the Courſe of his Life, the Day of his Aan(ſon into 


the Society, the Day of his Impriſonment, and the Day he was con- — 
demn'd to Die. 1 — 
4 4 
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In Effect, he wrote immediatly to, his Sovetjour, and theſe 
are the very, Words of his Letter, I die theerfully, becauſe In 
this 1 ſuffer for the Love of Jeſus Chriſt. His divine 1 
hleſod for doing me this Favour, I fa little deſerve at his Hands. 
Towards Night, the Prince of Omar fent them to eat, but they 
excus'd themſelves ſaying, they were going to 4 Feaſt, They con- 
4 one to another, and recited the Litanies of the Saints, 
and ſo were led to Execution, a matter of, half a e out 
of Town. Each carry'd a Crucifix in his Hand, exhorting the 
Heathens and Chriſtians that follow'd them in great Crouds, 
to embrace and maintain the Faith, but the People made fach 
z Noiſe, that it was impoſſible” to hear what was ſaic. 

Being come to the Place of Execution, Brother Peter addref- 
ſed himſelf to the Chriſtians, and made them an excellent Ser- 
mon, but being rather with the longeſt, Father John Baptiſt 
(who took Notice that the Soldiers ; grew uneaſy) made him 
2 Sign, and immediatly he broke of. Then embracing one 
another, they drew for a ſhort Space to a Side, and ſo prepar d 
themſelves for the Sacrifice. Brother Peter fell dead at the firſt 
Stroke; but Father Baptiſt, by the Unskilfulneſs of the Exe- 
cutioner, receiv'd three Blows one after another, before his 
Head was ſever'd from his Body. The Chriſtians ſeeing them 


. 
* 


both dead, made a heavy Moan, inſomuch that the very Hea- 


thens took Compaſſion on them, then forcing their Way thro” 


the Crouds, they kiſs'd the Bodies, and carry'd off their pre- 


ons: RESCES> =, cls a) nn | 

la the mean while Lee, who accompany'd the Father to 
Execution, grew diſconſolate, for being depriv'd of the Crown 
of Martyrdom. They conducted him back to Priſon, and bound 
him fo hard, that the Jaylor himſelf took Compaſſion on him. 
What (ſaid he) do you think he'll fly, that's Priſoner only by his own 
free Choice? And upon this, the Guards grew more moderate, 
and flaken'd the Cords. l 

When News was brought to Nangaſaqu of their Death, 
tuo Religious of St. Auſtin; and St. DominicFks Orders, call'd 
Ferdinand of St. Foſeph, and Peter Alphonſus Navarret, did an 
Action leſs warrantable in it ſelf, tho* what none ought to 
condemn ig i the, Saints Having concerted, Matters betwixt 
themſelves,; they: took Leaves Sages Friends, and clad in their 
reſpective Habits, march'd; out of Nang aſaqui, with a Troop of 
Chriſtians. after them, into the Kingdom of Omura. Upon their 
ürſt Arrival there, they drew up in a ſpacious Field, and. creQing 
a kind of Church with the Branches of Trees, began to hear 


Conteſſions, and adminiſter the Sacraments. The 
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Two other 
Religious 

4s alſo one 
Leo put to 
Death. , 
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The Prince of Omurs advertis'd of their Proceedings, ſent Of 
ficers to ſeize them. The Religions went out of their own Ac. 
cord to meet them, and after the uſual : Ceremonies, ſurrender} 
themſelves, and were tranſported to an Iſland near Omura. $. 
veral Chriſtians-of, Nangaſaqui inflam'd alſo with the Deſire 9 
Martyrdom, confeſs'd before the Judges, that they had harbour 
theſe Religious in their Houſes, for two Years Time, and ſo by 
the Laws they ought to die with them, but the Judges took 10 
farther Notice gf If...., 3 ; 
Four Days after, the Prince ſent Orders to ſhip off the try 
Religious, as alſo Leo ( late 8 to Father Macbade. ) 
together with the Bodies of the other two Martyrs. Being ar. 
riv'd at a deſert Rock, the Executioners bid the Fathers prepare 
for Death. In that mean while Leo drew to a Side, to recom- 
mend his Soul to God, but the Fathers thinking he was affrai, 
began to encourage and animate him to Perſeverance. Father; 
(reply'd Lee in a ſmiling Countenance) dent think Pm afraid if 
Death. If I'mithdrew, it was not out of Fear, but on the Senſe of w 
own Unworthineſs, to die in your Company. It's fit you ſhon d enter Hi 
ven before me, that I may have the Honour of treading in your Footftey, 
They were all three Beheaded, and their Bodies, together with 
thoſe of the other Martyrs, caſt into the Sea. * 

Two other The Fame of this Martyrdom mp | pn about Japan, thre 
Willen, other Religious went purpoſely to Arima to ſhed their Blok. 
— — The Truth of the Buſineſs is, they travell'd in Diſguiſe, but it 
Gians pur was no hard Matter to diſtinguiſh them; ſo two of the three were 
. bo Death. apprehended, viz. Father Apollinaris Commiſſary of the Franci. 
cans in Japan, and Father Thomas of the Ä Ghoſt, a Dominica, 

They ſciz'd alſo on ſixteen or ſeventeen Inhabitants of the Town, 

who to gain the Crown of Martyrdom, voluntarily confeſs'd they 

had harbour'd theſe Religious in their Houſes. Whether thi 

Zeal was according to Knowledge or no, it's not my Buſineſs to er- 

amine; but thus much all muſt own, it was pious, and procted- 


ing from a lively Faith. | i 39% Ws 
Safioie's Nephew, in the Abfence of his Uncle, ſeeing the Chi- 
ſtians throng about the Priſon to aſſiſt at the Martyrs tion, Wire: 


and jealous of a Tumult, ſent in the Evening to have the Priſo- WF 1; 
ners conducted to the Palace. Upon this the Chriſtians: gatherd Me 1 
about the Court, to have a Sight of the Martyrs as they return'd, Nad o. 
but the Buſineſs was ſo laid, that the Priſoners were convey'd out Bn... 
by a back Way, and * off privatly without any ones Know- ite 3 
ledge. They were all beheaded, and their Bodies caſt into the Pipe, 
Sea. As for the Eſtates, they were conficated $0 the 1 ch a 


* 9 71401 


f. ind the Wives and Children made Slaves. But theſe Tragedies, 


C- inſtead of terrifying the Chriſtians, ſery'd rather to ſet an Edge 
on their Zeal, and inflam'd them with more ardent Deſire of 


e Wl Martyrdom. . 1 n 
of The two enſuing Years, the Chriſtians of Arima liv'd in ſome 
A tolerable Quiet. Four of the Jeſuites took Charge of that afflicted 
by Church, and not without the Prince's Knowledge neither, (what- 
0d erer he might pretend) as being juſt tir'd with Perſecuting the 
Chriſtians, which help'd only to improve their Vertue. 
) WH very remarkable, which deſęrves Place in this Hiſtory. The Chri- 
Its ſtian Ladies, who retird laſt Year into Woods and Fo- 
e cefts, for Fear of the Inſolence of Soldiers, being now moſt of 
. them return'd Home, and ſeeing their Husbands lam'd, diſa- 
id, WY bled.2nd all over with Wounds, appear'd in a Manner tranſported 
n out of themſelves for Joy. They contemplated with them a pro- 
found ReſpeR;' believing themſelves ' unworthy to touch thoſe 
facred Scars which were receiv'd ia Defence of the Holy 
Faith. hes; wow 1 1 1% 
Others on the contrary, ſeeing their Husbands in perfect 
Health, either becauſe they had renounc'd, or at leaſt diſſembled 
their Religion, took ſuch an Averſion to them, that it was im- 
poſlible to make them cohabit. They reproach'd them with 
Cowardiſe and Treachery, and ſo retir'd, believing it unlawful 
to hold Commerce with ſuch as did not keep their Faith with 
od. It's true, more than two Hundred recanted, and were re- 
concil'd to the Church; however, there was all the Difficulty in 
the World to make them cultivate a right Underſtanding amongſt 


10 The Storm being now pu over, there happen'd one Thing 


wn, emſelves. | 

ne hat oblig'd theſe Apoſtates to enter into themſelves, beſides 
th Wk! Wives Reproaches, were ſtrange Lights ſeen over the Bodies 
» df the Martyrs, and particularly on the Day of their Death. This 


ame is atteſted by ſo many occular Witneſſes, as appear by our 
Letters from thence, that it wou'd be Madneſs to queſtion it. It 
as this, that mov'd the Apoſtates, and inſpir'd the weak Bre- 
hren with true Repentance for their Sins. 
In the Year 1617, the NJogune gave the Inveſtiture of Arima to 
ne Mathucara Bungo, a Man of diſtinguiſh'd Quality and Merit, 
nd one of the molt accompliſt'd Generals then in n. The 
£mperour at the ſame Time commanded, that he ſhou'd not tole- 
ite any Chriſtians in his State, but being naturally of a meek 
Viſpolition, he never offer'd any Violence, and was free to let 
ch as he found there of that Perſwaſion before his Time, 

Nn enjoy 
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one of the In the Kingdom of Fingo there's a conſiderable Town, where 
Chriſtians the Chriſtians preſerv'd the Faith, in deſpite of an angry and 
encounters jrritated Prince, what's remarkable, when the Fathers were 


— rag baniſh'd out of Japan, a Bonce (formerly Miniſter of Satay, and 


ſpute. 
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enjoy. their Liberty, provided they made no outward Shew 
it.” By this Means, the two deadly -Enemies of the Chutch 


Prince Michael: and Saſioie Governour of Nangaſaqui, wer, 


both puniſh'd according to their Deſerts. Prince Aichael by 
forfeiting his Crown, which he had purchas'd and main. 
tain'd by the Price of his Faith, and the Effuſion of innocent 
Blood; and the other in not ſucceeding him in the Kingdom 
which had put him upon ſo many horrid Crimes. f 


ſworn Enemy to Religion) illuminated with the Light of 
Faith, turn'd Apoſtle of the Country, and by his Sermons adi. 
mated the People to ſuffer Martyrdom. He had for ſecond 
x Perſon of Quality, the Collector of the Finances, whom all th 
Governours much reſpected. This Nobleman being one | Dy 

ed to renounce the Faith, made them a. Challenge; ci 
(ſays he) your learnedſt Bonzes of Japan ro diſpute with me, au 
f they Anſwer my Objettions, Pl! ſurrender ; in Caſe I. film 
them, upon the Point (and of this yon your ſelves ſhall be Judge) 
then your ſhall own I have choſen the better Part, and leave me « 

Liberty. | | | 

—7 he Conditions were approv'd, and the Governours aſſen- 
bled ſixty of the learnedſt and moſt eloquent Bonzes in th 
Country. The Battel was warm on both Sides, but in the 
Main, the Boxzes ſtood mute, and the Collector was declard 
Maſter of the Field. Theſe falſe Pricſts vex'd, and out d 
'Countenance, to ſee themſelves nonpluſs'd, before ſuch an Ay 
dience and by an illiterate Man too, reſoly'd to renew the 
Fight. Lets come (ſaid they) to plain Fact. You teach that then 
are Miracles wrought in your Religion, do ſomethins then that ſur 
paſſes the Power of Nature, and we ſurrender, With all my Heat 
(reply'd the Collector) and inſtead of one Miracle you ſeat hart 
two; but firſt grant, if I perform more than you can do, it's min th 
culous, for ſixty Men are naturally Stronger than ons. m 

The Offer was approv'd, and ſo he proceeded. Dont yau think be 
(faid he) that I love my Wife, Children, and Eſtate, 4s well 4 ci 
Xogune does his Empere ? This notwithſtanding, Pm ready to ſatri C 
fice them all for my Faith, There's one Miracle. A ſecond is, V e. 
thing can be dearer to me than Life, and yet I can freely part nu ri! 
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1, for Religion's Sake, will you do as much for your Gods ? Brill de 


in the Soldiers, here's my Head, do you the ſame, The Zu ly 
| | | Cu. 
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could not at all reliſh this Offer, and making no Return, he 
reply'd, Grant Gentleman that the Chriſtians work Miracles, ſince 


Children with them can ao more than you Bonzes. The Company 


all ſmil'd, and the Bonzes were put to publick Confuſion. But 


tho? the Victory was on the Collector's Side, yet as the Diſ- 

te had made a Noiſe in Town, the Governour (who fear'd 
to be ill repreſented at Court) was forc'd to baniſh him for 
ſme Months. So true is it, that the Contempt of the World 
is a Kind of Miracle in Natufſfſfe. 

Some may argue, that the Faponians drown themſelves in 
the Sea, to meet with their God Canon, and let themſelves 
be cruſh'd to Pieces, under the Carriages of the Idols, as they 
are ſhew'd about the Streets, ſo the Collector reaſon'd upon a 
falſe Suppoſition, and the Bonzzs were dull, that could not anſwer 
the Difficulty, The latter is true, but not the firſt; for thoſe 
that precipitate themſelves into the Sea, are only the poor 
{imple and ignorant People, who led away with a falſe Notion 
of Happineſs after Death, take Pleaſure in vhis Kind of Mur- 
ther; but to this Day, no Bonzes ever laid down their Lives 
in Defence of their Sec, or if they did, the Number is ſo in- 
conſiderable, that it cou'd give no Colour at all to their Su- 
perſtition. On the contrary, what confirms our Faith is, that 
an Infinity of Martyrs, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions, and 
Scholars too, haye voluntarily ſuffer'd as cruel Torments as 
could be invented, and this for a Religion, that in Appear- 
ance cuts upon Reaſon, pointing to — 42 only at a Di- 
ſtance, and that too unperceptible to Senſe. | | 

Moreover, the Collector was no ſtranger to the Humour and 
Temper of the Bonzes; who, he was ſure, would never ſacrifice 
their Lives, for their falſe Divinities, and therefore he puſh'd 
Home in ſaying, he wrought Miracles, as being in a Diſpoſition 
cftect what they thought impoſſible. But to proceed in our 
tory, | | 

There's a high Mountain in the Kingdom of Chicyger, and at 
the Top of it a Croſs, where the Chriftians iu Lene Time, 
made their Pilgrimages of Devotion. Some walk'd thither 
barefoot, with heavy Stones on their Shoulders, and others diſ- 
ciplining themſelves to Blood. In the late Perſecution, the 
Croſs being pull'd down and burnt : On holy Saturday, in the 
Year 1616, there appear'd on the Top of this Mount, a ter- 
rible Fire, and in it a Croſs like the former, but fo reſplen- 
dent, that the People for a League about, could read diſtinct- 
ly the Characters that were wrote upon it. This Prodigy con- 
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tinu'd two Hours, and was confirm'd by Clouds of Witneſſes! 
of an irreproachable Sincerity, every one believing it a Preſage 
of the bloody Perſecution, that next enſu'd. _ | 
Fir frag In the ſecond Perſecution under the Xogune, we have a glorions 
gives lnſtance of Chriſtian Fortitude, in the Perſon of one Len;; 
Felation of Sottar. He had endur'd formerly many ſharp Conflicts, under 
bis ſuffer-the late Dayfuſama, but theſe were all nothing, in Compariſon 
ings. of what he ſuffer'd under. the, Xoouxe. : In,the Beginning of the 
Perſecution he paid off his Debts, and ſettl'd his Eſtate ; that 
done, he. made his Confeſſion, and ſo preſented himſelf before 
the judge, in Order to be impriſon'd, and, put to Death. He 
found all the hard Uſage and Severity, that helliſh Art cou'4 
invent, Death only apart, for the cruel] Miniſters weary'd with 
tormenting, ſent. him: Home to Nangaſaqui, where by Order of 
the - Fathers. of. the. Society (who govern'd his Conſcience) he 
wrote down a full Account of his Sufferings. It runs thus. 
- © The 11th Day of the laſt Moon, which fell on the 21th of 
O ob. 1616, a Proclamation came out at, Cu/an, my native 
© Country, requiring all Chriſtians, on Pain of high Diſpleaſure, 
© to return to the Worſhip of the Gods. The ſame Day (which 
© was Friday) I ſettl'd my Concerus, and next Morning on my 
© own Accord, went and preſented my Self before the Judge. 
© All the Art imaginable was us'd, to make me. renouace 
© the Faith, but finding me firm to my Reſolutions, the Judge 
© order'd. them to lap me up ina ſort of Mat, made of long 
Reeds, or Canes ſplit in two, and interlac'd with Cords, but 
© at ſome Diſtance one from another, ſo that every, one might 
< diſcern me thro? theſe Holes. Being then. wrapp'd up in this 
Manner, and hard bound they threw me naKk'd into the Street, 
© and left me there till Night, to be affronted and abus'd, by 
© the inſolent Mob. 5 255 
Next Morning they ſent me bound to Janagara the Metropo- 
lis of the Kingdom, where the Governour tempted me to 
4 deny my Religion, but ſeeing-it was only loſt Time, he order'd 
them to carry me before Dayendono, one of the Principal 
* Governours of the Kingdom. L. waited there two Hours in 
„the Palace Court, where ſeveral young Gentlemen came to 
*reaſon me upon the Point, and laſt of all the Governour 
himſelf. He try'd many Ways to corrupt me, but my Anſwer 


was ſtill the ſame. Sir, your labour is in vain, I have livda 


 *Chriſtian, and thre God's Grace intend to die as I lid. 
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© free to do as he pleas'd, but at the ſame Time, he ſhou'd never 
force me to deny my Maſter. Upon this I humbly recommended 
© my ſelf to God, deſiring he wou'd haſten to my Aid; and ſup- 
port me with his Omnipotent Hand, and immediatly I found in 
© my Soul new Vigour and Strength. They remov'd me from 
© thence to a neighbouring Houſe, where Abundance of People 
came with preſſing Inſtances to make me ſurrender to the Em- 


« perour”s Plcaſure, but I told them as before, that I vod rather 


& ſuffer any Torments than offend my God. | 
© Finding then that fair Means wou'd not do, they reſolvd ef 


« fetually to come to Blows. I way led to the Place of Execu- 
tion, and hung on a Beam, bound Neck and Heels. After that, 


the Executioners turn'd me about till the Cords twiſted me up 
© to the Beam, and fo let me go again with a Torture both in 
Heart, Head, and Eyes, above what can be expreſs'd: 

The Turning once paſt, I lay as *twere dead, inſomuch, that. 
© the Executioners were forc'd to caſt cold Water in my Face to 
thriag me to my ſelf. Preſently after they preſs'd me again to 
frenounce my Faith, and I gave the ſame Anſwer as before. Up- 
on which the Turning was repeated over again; I'thought I 
* ſhou'd have dy'd with Pain, but calling upon Jeſus and Mary, 
my Strength on a ſuddain return'd ; infomuch, that I found no 
© Difficulty in the ſecond Turning. Upon that they preſs'd me. 
(again, to worſhip the Idols, but tliro*' God's Grace I ſtood firm 
and conſtant to my Purpoſes. a 

© At laſt they took me down, and” ſoon after my Hands and 
*Feet were .bound behind my Back, and the Turning was re- 
* peated over again from the Left to the Right, hoiſting and lo- 
wering me as the Humour ſery'd, and this to tire my Patience. 
But the ſacred Names of Jeſus and Mary, which I had always 
in Heart and Mouth, made me Proof againſt all their Batte - 

TIES, 

The Judges ſeeing they cou'd effèct nothing by this Torture; 
"invented another more cruel than the Firſt. They carry'd me 
into a Court, where two Executioners ty'd my Left Leg ſtreight 
 betwixt two Muſquets, and then the Queſtion was put, whe- 
"ther I wou'd renounce Jeſus Chriſt ? 1 poſitively refus'd it, and 
upon that they bor'd my Right Thigh with a hallow Reed like a 
* Gimblet, and tore out the Fleſh. | f 

Soon after, they put it again into the Wound, and bor'd it to 


* thy very Bone, digging aud ploughing in the Fleſh, with the 


© ſame. 
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The Judge much diſpleas d at this ſhort Reply, told me in an. 
© angry Tone, he wou'd make me repent it. Tanſwer'd, he was 


—— — 
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© fame Queſtion over again. Then they drew out the Reed 
full of Fleſh, and pierc'd my Thigh in another Place, my leſt 
*Leg all the Time being hard bound betwixt two Muſquets, 
© This Torment over, they chang'd Legs, and bor'd my left Thigh 
in two Places, as they had done before in the right. I found 
© a ſtrange Comfort in my Soul during the Torture, in ſuffering 
© for the Love of Jeſus Chriſt. 
© Being thus bor'd and bath'd in my Blood, three Execu- 
*tioners took me up (for I could not Walk) and carried me 
into a Houſe. Some who were Preſent at my Torments, ſay. 
ing, my Legs were not bound ſtreight enough, the Execu- 
<tioner took him up and faid they were fo ſtreight that the 
© Bones were all broken, and he ſpoke the Truth. They threat. 
©en'd me then with new Torments, and amongſt the reſt, to 
© pluck off all my Fingers and Toes. The very Motion of this, 
put me in a Kind of bloody Sweat, and immediatly I call 
to Mind our Saviour's Sweat in the Garden of Oliver, which 
©<reſtor'd. Peace unto my Soul. 
© In the mean while, the Judge came in, and told me all yet 
© was nothing to what he deſign'd. In Effet, he ſent me back 
to Priſon, where they ſtripp'd me of my Cloths, and left me 
© half dead on the Ground, ſwimming in my own Blood, The 
< Priſoners indeed were ſo charitable to take me into the Room 
© where we continu'd all the Winter, naked to a Shirt, Expos'd 
to the open Air, and no other Food but a little Rice and 
* Water once a Day to keep us alive. In Concluſion, the Go- 
© vernour of Cuſan releas'd me, and gave it out, that rhe G. 
© vernours of the Kingdom had ſent me a Pardon. Hitherto Leni, 
who was then actually living at Nangaſaqui, when this Account 
was ſent into Europe. | 
There happen'd one remarkable Paſſage in the Priſon, where WM S 
he was confin'd with other two glorious Confeſſors, John Rs oo 
sayemen and Leo * Notwithſtanding their Hardſhips Le 
and Sufferings, they Ilook'd ſo cheerful and pleaſant, that « MW af 
Gentleman Heathen who was Priſoner there at the ſame Time, to 
could not but take Notice of it, and demanded the Reaſon Ce 
The Chriſtians expounded to him the Myſteries of our Faith, C 
and they ___ ſo plain and evident, that nothing wound 2s 
u 
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ſerve him, but he muſt immediatly turn Chriſtian. In Con- 2 
cluſion, Leo baptiz d him, and Zews ſtood Godfather, and af . 
terwards they were all three releas'd and ſent Home by the Ma- 2% 
giſtrates. 5 


Upon 
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Upon the ſame Occaſion, I can't but take Notice of a fa- 


mous Victory, that one © theſe Priſoners gain'd over Fleſh 
and Blood. Being one Night convey'd out of Priſon, and as 
he thought to Execution, it was a ſtrange Surpriſe to him, 
to ſee himſelf ſurrounded with his Mother, Brother, Wife, 
Children, and Relations, who were met there on purpoſe, to 
tempt, his Virtue. After repreſenting to him, the Mistortunes 
he had drawn upon himſelf, and his Family, the Mother, Wife 
and Children, fell at his Feet, begging with Tears in their Eyes to 
take Pity on them, and yield to the Times. The generous 
Chriſtian, whom Force of Torments cou'> not move, had all 
the Difficulty in the World, to command himſelf on this Oc- 
caſion, and in Effect, nothing but the Shield of Faith, cou'd 
have made him Proof againſt theſe Darts. His Brother” ſee- 
ing him bent upon it, flew into a violent Paſſion, and drawing 
his Sword, threaten'd to ſtab his Mother on the Spot, if he 
wou'd not do ſomething to eaſe her afflited Mind. The Young 
Man, who knew very well his Brother's Temper, earneſtly re- 
commended the Matter to God, and ſtood immoveable like a 
Rock. The Governour inform'd that this Stratagem took no 
Effect, began to deſpair of Victory, and fo ſent them Home to 
their own Houſes. | | 

The two laſt Years, ſeveral ſuffer d Martyrdom for the Faith. 
Some crucify'd, others beheaded, others branded in the Forehead 
with the Sign of the Croſs, and others their Fingers and T6es 
cut off. But having, already recounted ſeveral ſuch like Things, 
| paſs theſe over in Silence; and the rather, that I may have 
more Leiſure, to ſpeak of the European Religious, who now 
begin to illuſtrate the Faith, by their glorious Combats. 


ln the Year 1618, there were thirty two Religious of the ze Mar- 
Society, diſpers'd about in Japan. At the ſame Time alſo, came tyrdom f 
over privatly Father Didaquez Valens, Succeſſor to Father Protber 
Lewis Cerqueira, late Biſhop of Japan, to aſſiſt and comfort the — 


afflicted Church. As the Premiums, were great, for any that Feſuite. 


took a Prieſt, they ſearch'd almoſt continually in Nangaſaqui. A: 
Commiſſary going into one of the Chriſtian Houſes in Town, 
calbd for Pen and Ink, to make an Inventory of his Moveables, 
as alſo to take in the Names of the Family, and preſently 
a young Girl at the Age; af, Eight Years, ſteps up, ſaying : 
Here's one, Sir, but: be ſure, you Jet down mine, that I may dis for 
7e/us Chriſt. Her Mother al ſo preſented her ſelf, hut the Of- 
ficer going away in the mean Time, ſhe ran after him with an 
intant in her Arms, crying: Sir, Pray take in the Name of this 
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Infant, unluckily, the Child was aſleep when you calPd over the Rol, 
To it never came in my Thought, to give in his Name with the 
ret. f . 
They committed the Chriſtians of Nangaſaqui to Priſon, by 
twenty and thirty ata Time, and amongſt the reſt one Brother 
Leonard a Japonian ſeſuite, as alſo Father Spinola of the ſame 
Society, whoſe glorious Martyrdom we ſhall treat at large, in 
the enſuing Book. This Father was tranſported to Omura, but 
as for Brother Leonard he continu'd three Years at Nung aſaqui, 
and baptiz'd within that Time 86 of his fellow Priſoners. This 
was their ſet Diſtribution of Time: Every Morning they ſpent 
an Hour in mental .Prayer, and an Hour more in the Saints 
Litanies, and other Devotions; the reſt of the Time till Dinner, 
was ſpent in reading pious and devout Books. After Meal, 
which conſiſted of a little Rice and Water, every one apply'( 
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himſelf to ſome manual Exerciſe. So, 

Towards Night, they made another Hour of Prayer. More- 
over they faſted Wedneſday, Friday, and Saturday, and ſome, 
Monday too, and all theſe Days they diſciplin'd themſelves. On 
Fridays, they made five Hours of Prayer, in Honour of the five 
Wounds; and once a Month, they obſerv'd amongſt them the 
Devotion of forty Hours, to beg Perſeyerance and Conſtancy, 
for the Chriſtians.and .Preachers of the Goſpel. of 

The Judge hearing, that Brother Leonard had turn'd the Priſon 
into a Houſe of Prayer, and converted alſo ſeveral of the Pri- 
ſoners, commanded he ſhou'd be remov'd to a low Room, where 
his Head touch'd the Cieling as he fat. ' He Liv'd there a 
whole Year, faſting and diſciplining himſelf every. Day (Sundays 
only excepted) and this to prepare for Martyrdom. Soon after 
Gonzoco the new Governour, being return'd from Court, con- 
demn'd five of the Priſoners to die; viz, Brother Leonard, An- 

drew Murayame Tocuan, John Jaxide de Xoun, Coſmas a Coreyan, and 

Dominick George a Portugueſe, and late Patron of Father Spinola's, 
So ſoon as the News was brought to the Priſoners, Brother 
Leonard gave Thanks to Almighty God, for fo infinit a Mercy, 
and ſpent all that Night, in Prayer, and in animating his 
Companions to Martyrdom. 1 

Next Day they march'd, out of Priſon, loaden with Chains, 
through a long Lane of Chriſtians; who were gather'd together 
to honour their Triumph. Some fell at their Feet, others 
threw themſelves about their Necks, others kiſs'd their Hands, the 
and every one earneſtly recommended himſelf to their Pray- hap 


ers. The Brother on his Side, exhorting them all the 1 hes 
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to perſevere in the Faith They conducted them in this Man- 
ner, near a League out of Town, to a certain Village, where 
me Judge was to meet them. Being arriv'd at the Place, the 
fadge demanded of Brother Leonard, whether he was Religious 
of the Society of Feſus ? The Brother told him, he could not 
be ignorant of it, as having been ſo often at his Houſe in the 
Habit, to complement him in the Name of his Superiours. N 
then (reply'd the Judge) did yeu remain in the Country againſt . 
Emperour's Orders? ' To preach (continu'd the Brother) the Law 
of Jeſus Chriſt, which 7 ſhall de ro my laſt Breath. And for this 
Reaſon (faid the Judge) you ſhall be burnt by a ſlow Fire : For the 
Emperour hath condemn'd you 10 the Flames, not for being Complice 
in the Murther of 'a young Man, as ſome have accusd you, but be 
cauſe you are 4 Jeſuite, and preach the Chriſtian Dottrine, and he 
repeated theſe Words over again. The Brother thank'd him 
for ſo honourahle a Declaration, and turning to the People, 
cry'd out, Every one take Notice, that Leonard is condemm d to be 
burnt, for being a Chriſtian, and Preacher of the Law of Jeſus Chriſt. 

That done, he exhorted his Companions to Conſtancy, and the 
Apoſtats to Repentance, with a Word or two to the Idolators 
about the true Religion. oo | — 
) The judge in the Courſe of the Proceſs, ask'd Dominick, if | 
he had harbour'd a Jefuite calPd Spinola? And Dominick deman- 
N ded of him again, why he put that Queſtion, as having been 
4 in Priſon for it all the laſt Year paſt, with that the Judge 
eeded to Sentence, and condemn'd him to be burnt alive. 
. Domanick far from being ſurpris d, told him in and Extaſie 
* of Joy, that he valu d hid Sentence more than al the Empire of Japan. 
n The other Priſoners alſo did the ſame, and ſo they proceeded 
* to Execution. The Streets were all crouded with People, the 
Sea ſwarm'd with Ships, and the Mountains were cover'd with 
Men, that came to ſee them ſuffer. Every one took Compaſ- 
fion on them, and the Portugueſe in particular, lamented the 
Death of their Countryman. Brother Leonard, according to 
the Inſtructioas of Father Provincial, diſcours'd all the Way, 
upon the Errors and Superſtitions of the Country. 

Being come to the Place of Execution, they all made a low 
Reverence to the Stakes, and embracing each other, the Ex- 
ecutioners bound them, and kindled the Fire. The Smoak ri- 
ing with the Flames, environ'd them on all Sides, and took 
them out of Sight, but preſently after as the Cloud dispers'd, there 
happen'd a Miracle deſerving eternal Memory. Brother Leonard 
1 the Midſt of the Flames, cry'd out with, a ſtrong and loud 

f Oo Voice, 
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Voice, I feel no Pain, the Heat that Conſumes me, appears to my 
like 4 pleaſant. Dew. | | 10 quo aug. 1 $2651 1 
What's more, his Cords being now burnt, he took up the 
hot Coals in his Hands, and placing them devoutiy on his 
Head, ſung out aloud the Pſalm, Laudate Daminum ones Gentes, 
The Chriſtians amaz'd at the Miracle, made the Air Rccho. 
again, with the ſacred Names of Jeſus and Aary. The Chil. 
dren of our Lady's Congregation, being in @ little Boat ſagp 
alternatively divers Canticles and Hymns to the Honour of God. 
The Faithful were generally inflam'd with the Deſire of Mar. 
tyrdom, ſome running up to the Piles, in Order to be caſt 
into the Flames, and one there was in Particular, that went 
ſo far, that of Neceſſity he muſt have been burnt, if they had 
not come ſpeedily to his Reſcue. Several Gentils, betwixt the 
Conſtancy and Alacrity of the Martyrs, and the Teal of the 
other -Chriſtians, were 'moy'd to embrace the hohy Faith. Tbe 
Judges to hinder the Chriſtians. from taking away the Relicks 
order'd the Bones to be gather'd up, and thrown into the Sea; 
but what's remarkable, devout People div'd after them 
and took moſt of them up again. This Martyrdam bappen'd 
at Nangaſaqui, on the 28th of November, 161989. 
Brother Leonard, was native of ng e and brought 
from his Infancy under the Care of the Society, being endu'd 
with a quick Wit, and found judgment, they appointed: him 
at the Age of thirteen Tears to catechize the Heathens, and 
at five and twenty, be was admitted into the Society, where he 
gave many Inſtances of Humility: and Zeal; far the Compaſſ of 
17 Years that he -liv'd amongſt them, He was qualiſid in all 
Reſpects for Prieſt had, but out bf, gieat Humility, he chaff 
rather to ferve in the Office of Lay-Brother. This notwithſtanding, 
he labour'd indefatigably thro? the whole Courſe'of his Life, in the 
Salvation of Souls, icularly aſter the Baniſhment of tbe 
Fathers, and in theſe charitable Offices, he was taken and {ar 
crific d at the Stake, to the divine; Majeſſ n. 
The other Martyrs. alfo. were Perfons of txy'd+ Vertue, and 
ſuffer' d for harbouring the Religious in their Houſes. 
Now, whereas by the Emperour's Edict, not only theſe that 
harbour'd the Priefts, but the ten next Neighbours alſo, were 
Ipſo Fade, under the ſame Sentence, Gonzaco Governour of New 
gaſaqui, fill'd all the Priſons in Town with the Poor Chriſti- 
ans, and choſe. out eleven with a Deſigun to make them ex- 
emplary, for a Terror to the reſt. But firſt of al} he deman- 
ted of them, Whether they would reuoumce Jeſus Chriſt ? Aud 1 
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au ꝓroteſted againſt it j he condemn d them to die. Father Pro- 
vincial of che Society, took Care to inſtruct every ont in par- 
ticular, ho he ſnhou t carry himſelf in this laſt Combat; and 
his Advice to them was, that they ſhou'd make ſome ſhort 
Diſcourſe to the Idolators df their Misfortune, and Blindneſs, 
with a Word or two of. the Happineſs, of dying for the holy 
Fath, which chey did to the 'Edification of all that heard 


— 


wem. % 1541 12d bai 


There Was dne Ting that / much perplex d the Judge. The 


Executionet being himſelf a Chriſtian, poſitively refus d to do bis 
Office on ctlis Occaſion; proteſting he wou'd rather loſe his Life, 
than execute ſp unjuſt a Sentence, and withall advis'd his Com- 
panions todo the ſame. The Gowernour was not a little nettled 
at this Liberty of his Seruant, hotrever he diſſembled his Reſent : 
ment for the Preſent, but at the ſame. Nime was forced to hire o- 
ther Men forsthis Turn. TheiAfartyrs us they went to Execu- 
tion, appꝰard all iutheit beſt Robes, and handſomely put the 
Heathens in Mind of their Dutty 
They were all beheaded, the Principal amongſt them was one 
Thomas of 2 Perſon well born, and near a Kin to the Go- 
yernour. #5:baptir'd in his Infancy, and at the Age of two 
and twenty: Years, retird with his Father to Nangaſams upon 
Account of the Perſecution, which then beganꝰ to rage at Firan- 
da. He liv'd twenty Years in this voluntary Exile, daily ad- 
yancing in the Way of Virtue and Perfection. He faſted and 
diſciplin'd himſelf. regularly three Days a Week, but during the 
three laſt Years of his Life, his | daily Exerciſes was nothing but 
Penance. He pray'd continually, and what's wonderful in a Per- 
ſon of his Quality, ſo ſoon as the Gefuires began to keep the Bleſſec 
Sacrament in their Church, he ſpent - Part of the Night in 
Prayer before the Church-Door, and by theſe Practiſes of Piety 
and Mortification, made Way to the Crown of Martyrdom. 
Omauna lies a matter df fix Leagues fron! Nargaſaqes, In theſe 7, Death 
Prijons were ſ Religious, vix. three Fathers of St. Dominiciis of Brother 
Order, one of St. Francu's, and Father Charles Spinola of the Se- Ambroſe 
ciety of Jaſm, with Brother Ambroſe Fernandez, of the ſame Bo- — ere, 
˖ dy. The ſame Year , alſo came two more from Frando, toge- „n le 
p ther with eight Catechiſts. Theſe pious Religious, as alſo the and the o- 
ce reſt of the Company, liv'd moſt Angelical Lives in Priſon. ber Chri- 
4 The Prieſts aid Maſs early in the Morning, then made an Hour f Ty 5 
of prayer, and read pibus Books till Dinner. After Meal, they gen, ef 
f repeated the ſame again till towards Night, at what Time they Omura. 
0 ſaid Mattins, and the Office of our Lady, two and two toge- 
a ll Oo 2 ther. 
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ther. On Sundays and Haly- Days, they added the Salve Rem 
and the Litanies of the Saints, which all ſung with a'loud'Voiee - 
that done, they took a long and ſharp Diſcipline,”and' ſo to Rx. 
amen of Conſcience. l l s 5 

Their Food was a little Rice with Herbs, and ſometimes a rot- 
ten ſtinking Herring. This notwithſtanding they faſted every 
Day. The Priſon ſtood near the Gate in an infectious Air, and the 
Buildings ſo old, and open to Winds, that they were forced 
to ſtay them with Props. The Magiſtrates fearing the Priſon 
might fall down upon them, were oblig'd in Concluſion to 
build another, and in that mean while, the poor Priſoners were 

elos'd up ina ſubterraneous Cave, without any Light, and a 
| ill usꝰd as poſſible. Brother Ambroſe in one of his Letters to the 

Provincial ſays; he "wonders rhey did not al die, with the inſup- 

portable Stench of the Plate. 0 . 

After ſome Time, they remov'd them to the new Priſon; 
6 It lay open to all Weather, inclos'd with a thick Wall, and 
| double Palliſade, lin'd with two thorn Hedges, and a Sentinel 
betwixt them. They were fo unprovided with Neceſſaries, that 
they often ſunk into fainting Fits. The Guards, tho' cruel 
enough in their own Diſpoſition, took Compaſſion on them, 
and permitted a Chriſtian, to bring them in now and then to 
eat; but the Magiſtrates who had Notice of it, ſoon pute 
Stop to this Liberty, and oblig'd all the Soldiers to ſwear 
the Cams, that for the future, no Proviſiens ſhou'd be carry 
in. The Guards generally ſwallow'd this Oath, one only ex- 
cepted, calld Linus Paxicata Teysmon, a generous and faithful 
Chriſtian, and he indeed proteſted, he: wou'd rather die, than 
ſwear by any but the true God. 

It was eafie to gueſs at the 3 0 of this generous Profeſ- 
ſion, and ſo recommending himſelf to the Prayers of the 
Priſoners, he withdrew, and took Leave of his Friends. That 
done, he made a long and fervorous Prayer, and being laid 
down to reſt, the Soldiers ſurroanded the Houſe. Preſently 
after, one, more bold than the reſt, ſtole into his Chamber, 
and finding him afleep, drew his Sword, and preſented it to 
bis Breaſt. Linus waking upon the Noiſe, and ſeeing a Soldier 
in his Room, roſe immediatly>and falling on his Knees, preſented 
his Head, in Order to receive, the fatal Blow. He was 4 
Gentleman in the Flower of his $\oe, and one much regarded 
by the Governonr for his Valour, above all, he conſtantly 
expreſs'd a paſſionate Deſire, of ſhedding his Blood for Jeſa 
Coriſt. His Wife who was a Lady of rare Virtue, ſeeing her 


Husbands 
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Husbands Corps ſwimming in his own Blood, © poſted” after: 
the, Bxecutioners, to tell them ſhe was a Chriſtian,” bur the 
Soldiers having no Commiſſion from the Governour, either to 
apprehend or put her do Death, took no farher Notice of 


The Death of the Martyrs, caus'd ſeveral of thoſe that had 
taken the Oath, to enter into themſelves, and amongſt the 
Reſt three of the Guards. They grew {6 penitent for their 
Fault, that they tore the Paper in Pieces, and ſtruck out their 
Names. The Judge was inclin'd, to condemn them immediatly 
without father Tryal, but being the Governour's Servants, it 
was Thought proper to let the Matter reſt.” | A young Gen- 
tleman, who was Treaſurer to the Prince, had' better Sucreſs, 
and receiv d the Recompenſe of his Eharity for being diſcovrer d 
to have ſent/Refreſhments, by one of his Servants to the Pri- 
ſoners, he! was murther'd by a treacherous Friend, and his Ser- 
vant beheaded, They calPd the Maſter Peter, and his Servant 
Tomas. | 6.102164 HI r NICHE n wt 

Not long after this, dy'd\ two of the Pri $, Vit. a Fa-s Father- 
ther. of St. Dominic hs Order, and Brother An- Fernandez. 1b. * 
As to the Latter, we have moſt of the Particulars of his Death, wor 1be 
in a Letter of Father Sinola, to his Provincial. I have ſeveral deatb of 
concerns (ſays he) to communicate to your Reverence, and above all, Notber 
touching the Death of our old devour Ambroſe Fernandez. Bvery ner an 
one wonder d, to ſee him ſo ſuddainly talen off. The Truth it, be 
ws ſpent for want ef Food, and the Wind at the ſame Time blew ſo 
cold, that he loſt his Speech. But after all, it was an Apoplexy, or 
a ſome conjethure, (by his vomiting Blood) Poiſon that c him 
of. His Body cont im d for a. long Time ſo warm that ny ety in 
Manner #0. breath. At the firſt Beginning of his Sickneſs, tho he 
had conſeſa d, and communicated the ſame Da, I ailtd if he was. 0 | 
ſorry for a bis Sins, and upon a"\Sign te that purpoſe, I abſolv?d him. | 
id J 94102 d him alſo: fart her, if abe mus not willing to die of Hunger = 
dy Lore of Jeſus ps i And be anſwer's again diſtinctiy, Almighty 
er, Cd, diſpoſe. of me as be pleaſes, | , * 
to I continwd, yet, and a him if he bad a Mind to receive extreme 
jer WW Uection? And be ſaid. yes. Finding then that bis End approach'd,, 
ted WM / pray'd the Soldiers to lend me a Lamp, in Order to adminiſter him 
2 e Holy Sacraments, but theſe Barbarians are not of a Humaur to 
led nt any Favours. However by Help of a-lighted Match, I gave: 
tly him the holy Oils, and preſently aſter as we were ſaying the Litanies 
„ Li the Saints, he yielded up his Soul to God. The Religious who 
her Hciated that. Week, in Place of De profyndis, began immediatly with 
the. 
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the Pſalm, Laudate Domiaum omnes Gentes, in Tharlgin ws 
23 reſt fell dom at "iy Fertn mien e e Eye 
joy me upon my Companion Martyrdoin, wha Ay d with alli the Rites 
of the Church, and not without 4. feeling. Satisſaſtaon, in Conſidenee 
he wou'd be mindful of them, whoſe Intereſt he had ſo tenderly eſpoygy 
le ou E O novel eves 4514 e113. 10 17890 nr 

My: Hour is not yet come, hut thro* the Mercies of Godi it ion; 

far off, for mithin two or; chree Da, meet News ef gur Penh 

As A Pleaſure to me, to believe; my< dear: Conmpewuty in Heat; 

ſe it troubles me that I did nat ſerve bim 45 he desen d. 1 deſigns 
well, but there wes ud Oppvrt mit) for Perſormanca. Hp! ted; on thy 

Iich ef Januaryg. 1619; 4. th ef fn uni d u i 1p 

a Father Provincial, upon this Letter onder'd Father Spineia; th 
make a Ferbal-! Brace(s, ef What had paß d, and jabove alice 
interrogate the Witneſſes upon Oath, vrhat they ckhew cb 
cerning this Matter. Father ;Spr;mela | did as he was order 

and found ſeyeral credible Witneſſes who depos' d, That Brotes 
Ambroſe was taken Priſonerifor the Faith, and died meerly with tit 
Coid, and Handſtüps of his Impriſanment. Moreover, that they 
ſent him a Suit ftom Nungnſagui, to defend him ftom the Un; 
clemency of the: Air, and that it was ſeix' d on by the Guardy 
chat he had always expreſs'd an earneſt Deſire of Martyrtlom. 
and never appear d more cheerful than when Diſcourſe fell i 
upon Fire and Tortures, and laſtiy, that. all oN upon hin 
a8 a\Martyr; and took: his Cloths for Reick... wn 

An Ab- He was born at Miſtk in Portugal. Hel was firſt NMorohant 

frat of and carried over Arms to the Indies, hut being wrark'd e 

50. A the Coaſt of China, went thence go Fapan, und) enter d there int 

Liſs, the Society of Jen. He behav'd himſelf all along in the Or 
der with that Humility and Piety, that he was lob upot 
as a perſect Model bf Religibus Perfo&iva. Me teh 3 per 
fect 33 hieiſolf;* und his Penantes tal 
that extreme, thut he loſt his Rm. He wis never ohſered 
to be tranſported with Paſfony this Equality of Mind, plainly 
ſhew'd the Diſintereſt neſs of his Heart, and that entire Sub- 

& jection of his iraſcible Power-to the Spirit“ He was ſo great 

bs an Admirer of Poverty, that for the Space of thirty Yeary 
he never wore any Thing that was new. *He*choTe*conftint] 
the worſt of Meats, and never drank Wine. "Yhfine, be ft 
fer'd as we may ſay, a continaal Martyrddm. "We" ſhall: leave 
Father Spinola and the other Prifoners for a Time, and in the 
mean while turn towards Bugen, where two Perfons of Qualit 


iuſtrated the Faith, by their glorious Martyrdom!” | 1 
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my Prince s wy Ws | | 

"With that, þ 2 ies ior wy get, Ron, to 
of his Lady, $ Daughter Lay, ine pA 222555 
that yon won e 1805 & grief, lake: abe gelt of 2 — 
At Firſt; they us'd ſome; little Violenés, 19 Nature, but on a 
uddain, the Fit came. upon them, and they. burſt out into Tears; 
kneating! their wn ee eke —_— Ie fought words 
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1 Occaſion. Phat. he took role. the Fomilhs w_ 
proſtrating.. FS 5 rags ucifix; caxng 3 ede ban- 
* to God, and his Bl . Mother F Gregory. Ceſpedes- 
his Spiritual Director, had made; him for Fo a, Preſent of a: 
brge Europea Dreſs, which hg us d to ear on. Feſtivals, but 
eon this laſt Day of his Life, he, choſe to wear. it, 2 Na LY 
Jaenian: Habit with ſhort. Sleeves, calld. Qu. In 
page he march' d. out, and went un Board a ſmall aal d 
ed a by. the Governaur to conduct him to the Blace 
1's Mcution: la the Voyage he us d oſten to, ſay to the Grande, 
red that he never felt Content, in bis Sonl, all the Days o 
in is Life. Being ſet on Shear, he gave his Coat. ta a certain. 
Sub chriſtien that accompa tied bim and walk'd.. barefoot: to the. 
rea Top of ar Hilkwbich himſelf hadi choſen for the Sacrifice. He 
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ary Arch d u _— the other Chriſtians ſinging] Palms, and the | 


tl! Litanies of the Saints. Then falling on his Knees, with his 
fal. Eyes fd on Heaven, he pronounc'd devoutly the ſacred Names 


ene of Jews Mery; and was beheaded; His Martyrdom 1 
tde tue (th of Gab ele n ade Ageol Fe Yon |. 
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Geſture, a moſt ſenſible, Joy, and deſir'd him to thank the Go 
verttour for the Favour. * ö Motz 139013 Y h Yn wa F 
That done, he retir'd"into his Chamber, and acquainted hi 
Wife and Daughter with the happy News, exhorting them to 
perſevere in the Faith. In that mean while, in comes the O- 
ficer, to know where he wonld die? Where you pleaſe (ſaid he.) 
No;(reply'd the Daughter) as you are not actus'd of ary Crime, thett' 
n Were TS ſtirring out of ' your own Houſe; morebver, its" if 
ignominious, and beſides, we ſhall have the Comfort of" aſſiſting" you 
your Death. Davoker, (ſaid Balthazar) The: Glory of 4 (Chriſtian 


« 


is to imitate his Lord, and ie tread in the ſame' Footſteps. Was nit 
the Son of God innocent? And yet he would die out of Hieruſalem, 
and in a publick Place too, betwixt two Thieves. We then' oughtas 
do the ſame, and'-finte die me muſt,” let it be in the common Plat 
of Execution to chooſe; With that he fell on his Knees before 4 
Picture of our Saviour; and his Lady and Daughter, to expreſi 
their Joy on this Occaſion; + waſh'd his Feet. That done, be 
— on his Robes of Ceremony, and ſo went out to the Of- 
There's one Thing in this Story, that deſerves both Admi- 
ration and Pity. - Balzbaſar had à Son about four Years of 
Age, calłd James. The Child ſeeing his Father go out to fut- 
ter, threw himſelf at his Feet, begging he would pleaſe on 


S » 


hi m bear him Company. The Father did all that was poſſible to 
divert his Thoughts, telling him he was young and tehder, and 
withall, that Occaſion would ſerve afterwards to better Pur - 
poſe. With that, the Child fell a weeping, and taking him by 
the Coat, proteſted he would never leave him. Balea ar not 
able to appeaſe him, yielded to his Defire, arguing thus within 
himſelt : Either the Appearance of Death will frighten him out 
of this Humour, or if he hath Courage to ſtand the Attack; 
he'll* gain a+ glorious, Crown of Martyrdom. Sud .anohe9 

Being come to the Place of Execution, ' Balthazar began a 
handſome Diſcourſe to the Heathens, againſt their Cams, and 
Fotogues, then raiſing his Voice, he cry'd out, Gemlemen, don't 
look upon ne at unfortunate, breauſe 1 die hy the Hand. of an Rur. 
cutioner : Mere Crimes my Charge, I ſhould truly deſerve Compaſſion, 
but ſince Religions the only! Fault, you ought rather to envy. than pity 
my Condition, at leaving this Morid to reign eternally in Heaven, 
Then he kiſs'd his Son, exhorting him to live and die like a 
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. true Chriſtian, and ſo made a Sacrifice to God of his own 
of WF and his Child's Life. That done, he | fell on his Knees, 
nd BY and Ferre out his Neck, the Executioner ſtruck off his 
0 Head. 1 gi g 121900 | © 34 


What's ſtrange; the Child was not in the leaſt concern'd. 
Neither the Executioner with the Sword in his Hand, nor 
his Father's Head which lay before his Eyes, nor the dead 
Trunk that was ſwimming in Gore Blood, made the leaſt Im- 
preſſion on him. On the Contrary, falling down on his Knees, and 
ind loofing the Collar of the Coat, he join'd his Hands, and 
ſaying Jeſus, Maria, was beheaded with the ſame Sword, hot 
reeking with the Blood of his Father. Theſe are the Triumphs 
of Chriſtian Faith; and not much inferiour neither to thoſe of 
an Abraham and an 1/aac in old Times. i [681479 
Tm Joath to leave the Kingdoms of Ximo, as being, the firſt 
Fruits of the Goſpel in thoſe Parts, cultivated by the inde- 
fatigable Labours of St. Francis Xaverius, and other Religious, 
and conſecrated by the Blood of ſo many Martyrs, as were 
there ſacrific'd to his divine Majeſty, for the Profeſſion of gur 
boly Faith 4, but at the ſame Time, the Martyrs of 4{eaco and 
Jede invite us over to be Spectators and Witneſſes of their 
Triumphs. 


P ſtians, 
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ln the Year 1618, Father John of St. Mary, of the holy Or- Thir 
der of St. Francis honour'd God, and his Religion, by a glorious chriſtians 
Martyrdom at Meaco, but the Particulars of kis Death are not put ro 
Kaown. The Year enſuing, (oi impriſon'd fix and thirty Chri- Pcatb- 
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ſtlans, without Regard to Age, Condition or Sex. The Goc 
vernour Ingendono being of a. merk Temper, bad Hitherto: td. 
lerated the Chriſtians in his States, but his Son coming from 
Court, and ſuggeſting that both he and his Family would infal- 
tibly be ruin'd, if he did not endeavour at Teaſt to extirpate 
the Chriſtian Religion out of his Cohntry, he chang'd on z 
ſuddaln, ordering his Troops to march and ſeize all Chriſtians 
that döuld be found. They pichd up fix and thirty, but the 
Priſons being already full, they were forc'd to expoſe then 
in the open Air, till the reſt were try'd. In the mean while, 
they confiſcated their Eſtates, and gutted all their Houſes. 
Amongſt the reſt of the Priſoners, there was a good old 
Phyſician,” who had lately tecoverd the Governour's Son but 
ef a mörtal Diſtemper. The Governdur ſpying him in the 
Croud, commanded he ſhould be unty'd and ręemov'd to ang- 
ther Place, and this to give him Opportunity for an Eſtape; 
but James ({ he was calld) abſblutely proteſted againſt it, 
in the mean Time, dne of the Soldiers took him by the Arn 
and kurn'd bim out, ſaying, Begone you pirtiful Phyſitian, and tab 
1 ye Ondtter; in Priſon, His Deſign was to have ſent hin 
Home, but James in blind Obedience, went ſtreight to tho pr. 
ſon Gates, and his Companions approaching, march'd at the 
Head of them, to the Aſtoniſhment of the Heathens, and wii 
confin'd with the reſt. Not long after alſd an Opportunity 
fer td of making his Eſcape, and he refus'd it. 
Ingendono, to miltiuate himſelf into the Favour of the Empe- 
tour, (who was expected ſaddainly at Meaco) put out a nioſ 
feyere Proclamatiol againſt the Chriſtians, and ſuch as har- 
bour'd them in /their Houſes. This was not all, for he ſent 
Officers from Place to Place, to ferret them out; inſomuch, that 
ſeveral of them were forc'd to leave the Town, and hide in For- 
reſts, for Fear of falling into his Hands. The Emperour com- 
ing in July following, to Town, the People gave for granted, 
that the Perſecution would ceaſe, but inſtead of that, the Gv- 
vernour doubled his. Dilligence, and apprehended fixty three 
more. | | 

The Priſons of Japan are generally ſtreight and noiſdme even 
above our Dungeons in Ewope, and the worſt of all, are thoſe 
of Meace. The Priſoners there have much ado to live, for 
their very Breath thickens as it comes out of the Months and 
diſſolves into Drops of Water. Eight Chriſtians fell ſick, and died 
in theſe hideous Jayls, partly of Heat, and partly of Hunget and 
other Hardſhips, and amongſt the reſt two Infants at „ 
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fine Work, which much ſatpris'd: the People; as being a 1 
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of two Vears. It may be a Queſtion 
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d. | Opinion ob ed) cer; Reſolution, 
who would never accept of Hiberty upon theſe Terms, it was 
thought more advieeable to comply with the Orders, thoꝰ bar- 
barous and unjuſt. He commanded them then to prepare five 
and twenty Croſſes, and - withall, to ſee they were neat and 


uncuſtomary in Japan, to uſe Croſſes in theſe Kind of Rx- 
ecutions; but God would have it ſo, for the Glory of 
his Son, and the Comfort of his Servants, who appear d on this 
Occafion much animated at the Sight of this Royal Standard. 
On the Day of Execution, they drew them out: of Priſan, 
and led them bound to the Market- Place, where there were 
nine Carts ready to conduct them ta the Stake. The Men 
march'd firſt, che young Women next, and laſt of all, the 
Mothers with fucking Children at their Breaſts, and a Herald 
at the Front, to make Proclamation as they paſt, The Xognne, 
Emperour ef Japan condemu'd theſe People ro be burit alive; beoaufe 
they are Chriſtians. oO Mit r rok 082 508 


| In this Manner they were conducted to Execution, and 


what's remarkable, as often as the Herald made the fore- 


ſaid Proclamation, they conſtantly reply'd, 1s true, me dia fur 


Jeſus Chriſt, Jer *Jeſus live. This they did with a ſmiling 
Countenance, and with their Eyes fixd on Heaven, the Spe- 
Qators weeping üll the while to ſee ſo many innocent Perſdas 
going like Lambs to the Slaughter. 184. o:, gli 
On the Road to Fuximi lies a populous Village, near the 
Torrent that runs thro? the Heart of Mearo, and it was 
here, where theſe glorious Martyrs made their Triumph. So 
ſoon as they perceiv'd the Croſſes in thoſe vaſt Piles of 
Pp 2 Wood, 
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Wood, they lighted immediatty out of the Carts, and ran cheers 


fully to embrace them. To be ſhort, they ty'd them all Back to q 
Back, and fo proceeded to the'Sacrifice./ ee. n 
There were Fourteen of them Natives of AMeaco; and above I 
all, the Famous John Faximoto Taſioe, a Nobleman of the 

one much eſteem'd for his Birth, Valour, and refin'd Prudence, F 
They try'd both fair and foul Means to bring him to their ki 
but he was Proof againſt all Efforts. | His Wife Thecla alſo, wis tl 
Native of the ſame Place. She. follow'd her Hysband to Priſo ec 
with fix Children, vsz. -'Carbarine;; Thomas, Francs, ' Peter,” and ſo 
Lucy. The Eldeſt indeed, to her great Grief, was taken away he 
by the Governour's Order, to preſerve the Family. | Catharine waz in 
at the Age of Twelve Years; Fhomas Eleven, Francis Eight, Pe. ha 
ter Six, and Lucy Three. Fhechs alſo her ſelf Was ſent Home, th 
as being big with Child, but the Execution being appointed ſooner of 
than was expected, they brought her back again, and by an tic 
AN Cruelty, executed ber in this Condition with the kio 
reſt. © = 743 34 OL SDNEGY 971 HH UAE cn 
The Names of the other Priſoners were Jahn Cniſacu, Aa- fat 
dalen his Wife, and a Daughter. Mancio Quiviro, Lemw Mons dr 
Foro, and two Frantiss, the Father and the Son, all Inhabitants far 


of Meaco. There were Four more alſo of the Kingdom of Bin- 
ge, viz. Thomas Guiſan, Mary Cunge, John Sacuraye, and Urjuls M 
his -Daughter-in-law. 'Thomas - was Native of ; Fococu, the 
Linus and his Wife Mary of Chungecu. As: for Coſmas,, Themas Fin- fix 
iro, Mary his Wife, and another Adary with her Daughter Mo be- 
nica, theſe all came: from: Tamati. Moreover, there; were * it 
ther Eight of the Province of Onari, viz. Gabriel; Magdalen, lic] 
Thomas Thoyemon, Lucy his Wife, Ruffinus,, and Martha his Daugh- Wl ?1: 
ter, Leo Guinſaquez, and: Martha his Wife, Alſo another Mar- of 
tha, and her Son Bexrer of two Vears of Age, of Cauaqui. Iten, N va. 
other two Mary's, as alſo Peter, Emanuel Curoſaburo, Thomas Toys tba 
mon, and Ann his Mother, all Natives of Tembe Item, other Wl tai: 
four Women of the Kingdom of | Oni, viz. Monica, Agatha, neſ 
Meſa, and her Grandchild Lacy, and Infant at the Age of three ] 
Years. Laſtly, two of Arqui, Jerome Sorocu, and Lucy his Wife, in 
and one James Trax. As this was one of the moſt remarkable 7. 
Martyrdoms that happen'd in Jcpan, I thought it worth my] I bay 
while to particularize the Names and Countries, as alſo the not 
Order and Rank they ſtood. in at the Stakes. | 


The per 
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7 The two firſt then were Joachim and Gabriel, bound Back to Baek, 

and ſo the reſt of the Men. Next to them the Marry'd Wo- 

men; as Mary with her little Daughter, and Martha with ber Son 

Lewis in her Arms, and laſt of all the Vgiuas. 
Betwixt every Croſs were laid vaſt Quantities of: Wood and 

Faggots, but withall, it was near Night before they began to 

kindle the Fire. So ſoon as Flames broke out; the People wept, 

the Executioners hollow; and the Martyrs | made the Place © 

eccho again with: Jef, Mary. For ſome Time the Smoak was 

{ thick, and the Noiſe ſo great, that it was impoſſible either to 

hear or ſee them. But as the Clouds diſpers d, they all appear d. | 

in a dying Poſture, with cheir Eyes fixt on Heaven, as if they 

bad ſeen the Angel with Laurels in their Hands coming to crown 

them; and what's remarkable; there was not ſo much às 4 Sign 

of Complaint amongſt them al, nor- even a violent Mo- 

tion and Contorſion of the Body, as is uſual on theſe Ocxa- 

ſions. t 1026370 27 or id $128 : f7 eil zu 
The po In⸗ 


W 


a Nad 31 {is 3 til 

poor Mothers ſtroak'd the Heads of their little In- 
fants, to hinder; them from crying, and as fer the other-Chils, 
dren that were more grown up, they look d on, and all fo-pleay 
fant and cheerful, as if they had not deen ſenſihle of the Pain, 
Moreover, what ought to make us admire the Conſtancy of theie 
Martyrs, is, that — y ty'd to facilitate their Eſcape, 
they food all immoveable like Rocks, and dy'd with their Eyes 
ay on Heavens Their dom fell on the Seventhof Olle: 
u, 16191 al. ir $367 ze Aud oa m2 ier 

The Soldiers to prevent the Chriſtians from ſtealing their Re- 
licks, kept Guard conſtantly for ſeven Days together over the 
Place. Many Miracles are reported to have happen d the Night 
of their Death, and amongſt the reſt, that a Heaxenly Light 
was ſeen over the Place of Execution, and ſo Beautiful ar Star, 
that both Chriſtian and Heathen took Notice of it. This is cer- 
tain, every one admir'd to ſee ſo much Conſtancyjand- Cheerful- 
neſs in ſuch bitter Torments. {411 Hihi li=48; 203 1 

This glorious Troop of Martyrs was baptiz'd, and train'd up gone me- | 
in Virtue, by the Fathers of the Society of Jeſs. Father Gaſpar norable | 
Vilela, fo often mention'd in the firſt Part of this Hiſtory, Actions of | 
baptiz'd and reconcil'd the Father of Don Thie. The Son di 1 
not at all degenerate from ſuch a Parent, he apply'd: himſelf in“ 


- 
; T- 


{I bb A EEE SS eu / fm Eon, / ed bf 


tis tender Years to ſtudy the Portugueſe Language, and by, conſtant 
reading of pious Books, became a perfect Model of Chriſtian 
perfection. The Emperour being one Time at Fuximi, the Hea- 
t1cns gave out. that he had renounc'd his Religion; this went © 
near 


le 
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near his Heart, that he ficken'd upon it, and muſt certainly have 
dy'd, if God by a Miracle had not reſtor' d him to Health. 30 
ſoon as he was recover 'd, he betoak himſelf to his wonted Exer. 
ciſes of Piety, harbouring the Fathers, ſerving them at Maſt, 
inſtructing the Heathens, and in a Word, doing all the Offices of 
a moſt zealous Miſſioner. © + ” | 
i Being betray'd to the Emperour by one of his Heathen Ser- 
vants, a Troop of Soldiers came one Morning, and apprehended 
him at his ers. He receiv'd them after a moſt obliging Man- 
ner, and ented the Officer with a curious Poynard and Sc). 
miter. They conducted him, together with his Wife and Chil. 
dren to the Governour's Lodgings at Fuxims, where all Art imz 
ginable was uyg'd to ſhake his Conſtancy, but by Virtue of the 
Shield of Faith, he cover'd himſelf from all their Darts, protef: 
he wou'dlive and die a Chriſtian. 6k 1 
They treated him in Priſon like a Perſon of Quality, but he 
was ſure to ſend all the beſt Diſhes to the other Priſoners. H 
was Prefect of our Lady's Congregation, and being condemn'd to 
die, ſent his Neſary to the Brotherhood, humbly craving Parda 
for his il Example. Every one was charm'd to fee him march u 
Execution with ſo much Modeſty and Conſtancy, and he wa 
pleav'd to own to one of his Friends, that he never felt ſuch [oj 
In his Soul in the whole Courſe of his Life. | 
His Wiſe Thecla alſo was nothing ſhort of him, neither in Pie 
ty, nor in Blood. When they remov'd-her from Priſon, in order 
to Lie -in, her whole Buſineſs was to make rich Cloths for herſelf 
and Children, to wear at their Execution. Being again commit 
ted to Jayl before her Time, one ofgher younger Children dream 
in the Night, he ſaw them come to fetter his Hands, and waking 
upon it in a Fright, related to his Mother the Dream. The 
ous Woman, thoꝰ tender to the laſt Degree of the Child, model 
ly check'd him for his Apprehenfion of Death; telling him ftio 
ought not to liſten to Dreams, and this Conſtancy of hers inſpiri MW cur. 
the [Family with ſach generous Sentiments, that her Daugl pile. 
ter Catharine, when the Sentence was read, inſtead of Con- «+ 
platalop, gave the Judge Thanks for condemning her to the fan 
take. I ſo. © 
It was queſtionleſs a pleaſant SpeQacle to God and his A. Sci 
els, to a Lady of that Qaality, with her "five Childral 5 
ound to the Croſs, and roaſting at the Fire for the Faith at C. 
The Chriſtians wept for Compaſſion, and the Heathens ſtood . afide 
max'd at their Conftaney: Alighting out of the Cart, ft 
fung a rich fine Robe over her Shoulders, and compos'd oy 
c 
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Notice of it. 17 uy ſt ' 1 *to Bos Fut A IT © > * 

Being bound to the Groſs, - ſhe look d oſten upon ber Chile 
dren, and by little Smiles animated them to lub Martyrdom. 
On either Side ſtood Catharine and little Per ; as for Cathar; 5 
being half burnt, ſhe cry ed out 3 Now Mother, Pue loſt my Sight. 


we” «x wr- 


Aid, und we preſently, be in Paradiſe. All. this, while ſhe en- 
dur'd herſelf moſt intolerable Pain, andiyet regarded nothing 
but little Lucy, whom he held in her Arms. She careſs d it, 
wip'd off the Tears, and held it ſo eloſe to her Side, that it 
was found - after Death incorporated in a Manner with her. 
Happy Mother ! that honoar'd God with ſo glorious a Sacri- 
ße, Mgering as many Deaths as ſhe had Children that dy*d 
before her. May we not with Reaſon compare her, (I won't 
fay prefer her) to the Frlicita s and Syuphoroſa's of the Primitive 
Times? For reckoning the Child in her Womb, ſhe ſacri fick 
ſeven on the Altar of the Groſs, and ſaw them all roaſt by her 
Sides, without the leaſt Trouble br Concern. 310 
We have little or nathing of the reſt, by reaſon of the 
Perſecution which hindef*d them from taking due Informations, 
2s was deſir d. What little we - tou'd- glean, is as fol- 
lows. | 5 35 fy l 
Ie Leo Guiuſuque was ſo zealous, that he laugh'd at the People 
der nnen they planted the Croſs at his Doors, to terrify him. Some 
ell WW time before his Impriſunment, awaking of a ſuddain out of his 
nit. sleep, he cry'd out to his Wife: Magdalen, let's rejoice, behold 
m. Officers are coming, tale Courage, God will be with us. With 
un; that, ſtarting out of his Bed, he fell on his Knees, and in comes 
| the Officer to ſeize him. oth And 
eſt Linus Riſioie, tho naturally of a, fearfal and timerous Diſpo- 
ſition, became on a- ſuddain ſo forrify'd with the Grace of Je/ar 
Crit, that he con'd not but ſmile at the Sight of the Croſſes and 
Piles. Are theſe (ſaid he) the terrible Torment: you ſpoke of ? Theſe 
are all enfjie and pleaſant. He dy'd with moſt admirable Con- 
Fancy, to the great Aſtoniſhment of all that knew his fear- 
* Temper, and deſir'd earneſtly to be admitted into the 
octet y. a K 07 8 | T4 TEL 2B VE 2s | 
Joachim believing} his Brother wou'd imploy his Intereſt at 
nu Court for his Pardon, begg'd of him to lay all ſach Thoughts 
d „ade, declaring he wou'd rather be torn in Pieces, than ſtir out 
le ot Priſon on that Account. 
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(af with fo moch Modeſty, that the People could not but He 


Dear Daughter (reply'd the Mother) call Jeſus and Mary. to your © 
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Mey alſo ſignalizd her Conſtancy by a glorious Victory o 
ver Fleſh and Blood. She had a Daughter of three Fears o 
Age, cad Lucy; and the Heathens took this for a Motive to 
teiupt her; repreſenting What a Torment it wow'd be to ſee 
this little darling Favourite Toaſted alive before her Eyes, 
The pions Mother was not at all ſtruck, and reply'd again 
That having alre ſacrific*d her Children to G od, ſhe cou'd not d 
better than conduct them by a Temporal Death to Beer Life ,'fir 
the reſt, — 484 not when, and how they dyd, provided only it va 
„ © TD THI HE LO ULDPH MCP Rs. 1 2 
22 was a devout Lady, richly endu'd with the Gift of 


Prayer. Being in the Cart on the Way to Execution, ſhe fel 0 
on her Knees, and appeat'd in a Kind of Extaſy or Rapture. P 
The Officers charm'd with the Beauty of her Daughter Mgr. Y 
the, chraſt her aſide, in order to make her Eſcape, but the ll | 
- wept ſo bitterly, that they were forc'd out of meer Compal- 2 
ſion to impriſon her with the Mother. This notwithſtanding, 
they frequently tempted her, both with fair Means and foul, by 
but all wou'd not do, and fo they were forc'd to let the 
Matter reſt. Not long after, betwixt the Hardſtiips of Impti. 1 
ſonment, and Trouble of Mind; ſhe loſt her Sight, and no all xn 
her Concern was, leaſt they ſhou'd ſeperate her from her Mo- WM ** 
ther; and on this Score ſhe never wou'd ſtir from her Side, * 
inſomuch, that the Executioners were forc'd to execute her with 
the reſt. | | | 5:13 U yo! 7; 


Agatha being naturally Timorous, the very Sight of Tor 5, 
ments made her half waver in the Faith. On the Way to Exec. ref 
tion, meeting with a Catechiſt, ſhe confeſs d to him; not without I gi: 
a deep Concern, that the Apprehenſion of Torments had causd 
her in a Manner to ſink under the Temptation. But now, 
thro? the Grace of God, all Difficulties were maſter'd, and the BW oth 
Tortures, inſtead of terrifying her, ſeem'd alluring and charm- Gm 
ing. She expreſs'd as much at the Stake, and dy'd praiſing God BY role 
in the Midſt of the Flames. ia 

Monica being in the ſame Cart, and hearing her diſcourſe with WF A 
the Catechiſt, turn'd her Head aſide, as thinking it diſhonour- * 
able to be exhorted toi a Thing ſhe. long'd for with fo much 1 
Paſſion. She was Native of Mino, and Wife to Michael Cunu, mod 
who was lately baniſh'd for his Faith. At was her earneſt De- bon 
fire to accompany him, but Heaven was pleas'd toi weſerve 5, K 
ker for greater Combats. She train'd herſelf up to Martyr- WW and 
dom, by unheard of Practices. One Day taking a red-hot Iron ¶ who 


in her Hands, her Siſter who was preſent, call'd out bo fe on ir 
iſter, a 


The Hiſtory of the Church of JAP AN. 297 


Sifter, what do you do? I prepare my ſelf for Martyrdom (reply'd 


. 5 I have maſter d Famine, and now I advance one Step higher, 

, 2 2 * whoever does not practiſe himſelf in cheſs Things, 

i let him fly from Danger. But this young Faponian Lady, ought to 

ö be no Precedent to theſe young People, who make Tryal in the 

0 World, whether they be able to endure the Hardſhips of Reli- 

0 gious States, nor ought it to diſencourage ſuch as feel not with- 

r in themſelves, that Strength of Reſolution for Martyrdom ; for 

K without the Grace of God both are impoſſible, and he diſpen- 

| ſes theſe Graces uſually as Neceſſity requires. Moreover, theſe 

of Sort of Experiments may prove of dangerous Conſequence, for 

ll chance we have not thoſe Graces then, which however are ne- 

6 ver wanting, when cal'd to the Teſt. But to our Matter, this 

* Lady being come to the Place of Execution, cry'd out to the Peo- 

he ple, before ſhe alighted out of the Cart : Take Notice we are all 

. Chriftians, and deter min d to die in that Religion. 

8 The other Martyrs alſo diſtinguiſf'd themſelves in the Combat, 

„bat what by the Iniquity of the Times, the Tumult of the Peo- 

te ple, the Noiſe of the Executioners, the Abſence of the Fathers, 

tl and Inhability of thoſe few that aſſiſted at their Death; their Acts 

al and Monuments are all entirely loſt. _ en 

0 About the ſame Time happen d another Martyrdom, not unlike Ignatius 

ve, WY the former. A young Man at the Age of three and thirty Years, Xiquic- 

tl i call'd 7eratius Xiquiemon, of the Province of Omi, being at this 70n 
Time in Meaco, they invited him to a Ball, made in Honour of the 

* Fotoques. The Gentleman went according to Appointment, but 

Wh ccfuling to Dance, and above all, ridiculing thoſe impious Super- 

ne ſtitions, they turn'd him out for a Chriſtian, and forc'd him to re- 

$( tire to Fuxims. Immediatly upon his Arrival there, the Governour 

— ſeiz d him, and brought him to his Tryal, queſtioning amongſt 


other Things, whether he knew of any other Wretches of the 
00 lame Perſwaſion? Inatius tranſported with a pious Reſentment, 
2 told him it was an Affront, to call Perſons that ſtudy'd to fave 
an dbeir Souls, by that vile and contemptible Name. For my part, 
| (added he) being lately come into theſe Parts to Traffick, I know not 
un” Wl whether there are any more Chriſtians beſides my ſelf. 


| 
q 
| 
| 
| 


ach They treated him civilly in the Priſon, for being a young, 

WI nodeſt, and diſcreec Perſon, every one was taken with his Com- 

* pany, He faſted conſtantly in the Confinement all Fridays and 

me Wl Saturdays; his Daily Entertainments were of Spiritual Things, 

and he ſpoke fo feelingly of Almighty God, that an Apoſtate 

= Who was Priſoner with him for his Crimes, grew penitent up- 
0 


Noa lit, and return'd to the Church. Not long after, upon Advice 
ſer, Qq that 
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that two and fifty Chriſtians had ſuffer'd. death at Meaco for the 
Faith, Ignatius was condemn'd to be burnt alive, and was led to 


Execution, even before either Stake or Wood was ready for the 


Purpoſe. n eg; 

The Saint ſtood all the while with a compos'd Mind, ex. 
preſſing by the Serenity of his Countenance, the Peace ang 
Quiet-which he then felt in his Soul. He pray'd for a long Time 
with ſo much Fervour, that the Heathens were amaz'd at him. 
Being faſten'd to the Stake, and the Fire kindled, he began 2. 
loud the Pater Noſter, but before he cou'd make an End, the 
Heat and Smoak took away his Speech. One of the Barhari- 
ans then ſeeing him half burnt, ſtepp'd up, and bid him take 
Courage; Recommend your ſelf (ſaid he) to the Fotoques, for nom: 
the Time. Ignatius to ſhew. his Averſion to the Diſcourſe, turn'd his 
Head aſide, and went on with his Prayer. The Pater Noſtr 
ended, he cry'd out aloud Amen, and yielded up his Soul to 
God. The Heathens commended: his Conſtancy, and the Chri- 
ſtians took away his Body, and gave it an honourable Enter- 
ment. 4 | | Se 1 2 | 

They reckon'd thirty Religious of the Society of Jeſus, this 
Year in Japan, viz. Twenty Five Prieſts, and Five Brothers, but 
all of them were diſpers'd about the Country, and to the great 
Advantage of the Church too, as having converted within the 
Compaſs of laſt Vear paſt, upwards of thirteen hundred per- 
ſons. Six of them ſuffer'd Martyrdom, as we ſhall ſee-preſeatly, 
others languiſh'd in Priſons, and two more dy'd of meer Hard- 
ſhips and Poverty. Of theſe latter, was Father John Fonſeca, Na- 
tive of Lisbon, a Perſon, much admir'd for his Charity, Modeſty, 
and Patience in Sufferings, he: dy'd in the Year 1620, at the 
Age of three and fifty Years. The other was Father Eman 
Barret, of the ſame Nation, a Man endu'd with all Sorts of Vir- 
tue, he dy'd as was ſaid of meer, Want and Hardſhips, being fir 
and fifty Years of Age. But this Loſs, by great Providence, was 
ſpeedily reparr'd by a freſh Recruit of ſix; other Religious, .who 
happily arriv'd this Year in Japan, notwithſtanding the Empe- 
rour's ſevere Edicts to the contrary. | 1 

Now the Employ of theſe good Miſſioners was to run about the 
Country, comforting, inſtructing, and. animating the poor Chri- 
ſtians, to Conſkancy. Two, of them liv'd: in Oxu, on the Extre- 
mities of Japan to the .Northward. It happen'd that a certain 
Gentleman there fell ſick, and was brought fo low, that the 
Phyſicians gave him over for dead. This notwithſtanding, be- 


twixt the Apprehenſion of Torments, and the Hopes of Re- 
| covery, 
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covery, he ſtill put off his Converſion, and durſt not venture to 
ak for Baptiſm, tho he knew it in his Conſcience to be neceſſary, 
and the only Way to Happineſs. Lying then in this Extremi- 
ty, there appear'd to him one Night in his Sleep, à Lady clad 
in White, of a moſt tranſcendent Beauty, and as he thought, ſhe 
offer d him a Croſs. In the Strength of this Imagination, he catch'd 
at it ſeveral Times, and cou d not reach it. Awaking out of his 3 
Sleep, he deſir'd Baptiſm, and three Days after expir'd. His 
Wite who was a Chriſtian, anxious within her ſelf about his 
preſent State, one of her little Children ory'd out, with an in- 
ſpir'd Countenance; What makes you deubt of ”y Father's Salva- 
tion? Be ſ aſſur d e in Heaven. With that he began 
a Diſcourſe of Paradiſe, and ſo much to the Purpoſe, that the 
Company was all amaz'd/at.it. That done, he fell aſſeep, and bein 
queſtion'd next Morning, Whether all was true that he had fai 
of Paradiſe? He did not ſo much as remember to have mention'd 
the Place, and what's more, was a Stranger too to the Mean- 
ing of the Word, which made the Chriſtians believe that the 
Holy Ghoſt had ſpoke by his Mouth. There was a certain Bonze 
that entertain'd all Sorts of Paſſengers in his Houſe, and his 
Cuſtom was to murther without Diſtinction, not ſo much to 
enrich himſelf by their Spoils, as to gratify a bloody and ſangui- 
nary Mind. Being afterwards diſcover'd, and hrought before 
the Magiſtrates, they condemn'd him to be bury'd in the Ground 
up to his Neck, and nothing all the While to eat, beſides two 
or three Spoonfuls of Rice towards Night, by Way of lengthen- 
ing his Torments. In à little Time the Worms began to gnaw 
his Entrals, and ſome Chriſtian Soldiers that were by, exhorted 
| him to think of his Soul, and receive Baptiſm, without which 
it was impoſſible to be ſav'd ; but the Bonze being of that 
u- dect that utterly denies a Future Life, turn'd all their Argu- 
fr ments into Ridicule. This notwithſtanding, the Soldiers went 
728 on with their Diſcourſe, ſpeaking many Things of that immor- 
bo tal Worm, which Preys on Sdul and Body for all Eternity in 
e· Hell Fire, and their Words in Concluſion wrought ſo much up- 

on him, that he deſir'd Baptiſm. The Favour was granted, 
he he grew ſtrangely penitent for his Crimes, accepted of his 
ri- Torments in Part of Satisfaction, and dy'd with Jeſs and 
re- Mary in his Mouths Two wonderful Examples of the infinite 
lin Bounty and Mercy of GGdu. ; bei uc 
he The Province of Oxu is divided from Deva by a long Chain 
he- of high Mountains, all cover'd with Snow, and here it was 
e where the poor exil'd Chriſtians liv'd, deſtitute of all human 
ry, as Qq 2 Aſſiſtance. 


300 The Hiſtory of the Churchof JAP AN. 
Aſſiſtance. One of the Jeſuites mov'd with Compaſſion at their 
Misfortune, took a Journey into that Country climbing up the 
Hills over hideous Precipices in deep Snow. He viſited pri- 
vatly the Chriſtians, that wrought in the Mines, and confeſyg 
and communicated them, the ſame he did at the Hoſpital of 
the Lepers, which happen'd to be at that Time full of Chri- 
ſtians. After fifteen; Days Stay in thoſe Parts, he eroſs'd over 
into the' Province of Fiungura a matter of three Days Journey 
from Deva. The Chriſtians were all over-joy'd to ſee him, 
and admir'd his Zeal for undertaking ſo long and perilous 

a a Journey on their Account. * 

as —_ All the other Jeſuites travell'd by Night, from Town to 
Matthias Town, and Province to Province. Father Provincial ſayin 
martyr d. Maſs one Day at Nangaſaqui, narrowly eſcap'd being taken 
There was with him at that Time, a devout Chriſtian calbd 
Matthias. This good Man had often importun'd the Provincia, 
to admit him into the Society, but the Father not thinking it con- 
venient, he waited on him in the Miſſions by way of Compa- 
nion. One Night the Guards ſeiz'd him, as he was going to 
the Provincial with his Cloths, and finding a Religious Habit 
about him, carried him before the Governour. They queſtion'd 
him then, to whom this Habit belong'd ? To what Religions? 
And where he lodg'd ? Matthias betwixt a Scruple of telling 
a Lye, and the Fear of diſcovering the Father, made no An- 
ſwer at all. With that, the Soldiers fell upon him, and tramp! 
him under their Feet, nay one more infelent. than the reſt, 
clapp'd Hand to his Sword, threat'ning to kill him upon the 
Spot if he did not immediatly confeſs, this notwithſtanding, 
Matthias held his Peace, and all they could do was not able 
to force a Word out of him. Noda” 28 
Upon this, the Barbarians extended him on a kind of Croſs 
and pour'd Water in at his Mouth, till he' was juſt ready to 
- burſt. Matthias endur'd all patiently, and ſtill held his Peace, 
inſomuch that the Governour deſpair'd of Succeſs, and ſo diſ- 
tchd him to Suequendaio, one of the Lords of Arima. They 
ed him half dead about the Streets, and Sucquenduio repeated 
the Torture. Fe rr fl | 
The poor Man tir'd out with the Length of the-Torments, 
cry'd for Reſpit, and the Barbarians, in Confidence, that be 
would yield unto their Demands, willingly embrat'd the Motion. 
After a little Time then, he told them in a ſmiling Counte- 
nance, that he knew of a certain Apoſtate Prieſt at Hrando. 
What (ſaid the Prince) do you laugh at me? Either tel my 25 
| m ediat 
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mediatly, who theſe Robes belong to, or I'll preſs you to Death? Ia 
the mean while he loſt his Senſes, and the Tongue hanging 
out betwixt his Teeth, a Soldier let fly at him, and cut it 
quite off. By this Means, the Martyr obtain'd his Deſire, and 
continu'd ſpeechleſs to his Death, which happen'd the ſame 
Night, in the Tear 1620. 3 £3 

In the Kingdom of Bugen, there liv'd a certain Gentleman Five cbri. 
calbd Simon Bocuſay. He was train'd up to Arms from his In- ffiens ow 
fancy, and had-every where the Repute of a gallant Man. > en: 
Being Vaſſal to. the King of Bunge, when that Prince was de- vgs 

8d, 


| he conſecrated himſelf to the Service of God and his — 

Neighbour, teaching and inſtructing Youth in Bugen, from whence 
he was. ſirnam'd Cambo, or School-Maſter. He married one 
Magdalen, and... entertain'd. three. devout, Chriſtians in his 
Houſe, viz. Thomas. Guengero, Mary his Wife, and their Son 
ames. | . A ( , 
J Jecondono Prince of Bugen commanded him ſeveral Times to 
change his Religion, and ſhut up School, but finding no Re- 
gard was had to his Orders, he firſt confin'd him Priſoner to 
his own Houſe, then condemn'd him together with his Wife and 
the three foreſaid Chriſtians to be crucifi d. Upon this News, 
Simon wrote immediatly to the Provincial, as follows : The Prince 
hath this Day 2707 my Death, and ſo I ſhall ſuddainly ſuffer. I 
have long begg'd this Favour of God, and now at laſt, he & pleasd 
to hear my 67 wc If the Number and Malice of my. Sins be no 
Hinderance, I hope in few Hours to enjoy eternal Happineſs. Re- 
verend Father, be mindſul of me in your Prayers, that I conſtantly 
perſevere in his holy Grace. 

His Wife alſo, and the other three Chriſtians receiv'd the 
Sentence with equal Cheerfulneſs, they bleſs'd God on their 
Knees, for his infinite Mercy, and waited impatiently for the 
happy Minute. The Prince's Servant coming in to tell them 
that the Execution was put off till next Day, Simon could not 
hold from weeping, aud all the others expreſs'd a deep Con- 
cern. When the Day came, they fell down on their Knees bed 
fore the Crucifix, and pray'd earneſtly to. Heaven for Perſe- 
verance. . 

Soon after, the Officers bound them, and ſo away to Exe- 
cution. Simon, in Regard of the Office he bore, and his Af- 
fection to the Feſuites, being generally look'd upon by the Hea- 
thens, as a Member of the Body, the Governour in Reſpect 
to that Character, offer'd him Leave to die in the Church- 


Yard, but he oppos'd it. Being then arriv'd at the + 
| ; 0 
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Place of Execution, they all expreſs'd great Joy, as might be 
ſeen on their Countenances; and the more, becauſe of that fa. 
vourable Sentence, which was carry'd before them at the Top 
of a Lance, in fair and large Characters: It run thus, 


mi)ue Prince orders theſe Five to be Crucify d, becauſe they mort 

© Fenounce the Religion of the Fatheri.' Given at Cocura the 17th Mom, 

Simon read the Sentence with a ſmiling Countęnance, and 

turning to the Officers, deſir'd them to thank the Prince in hi 

Name, for Honouring them with the Death of the Crofs. 

The were all five Crucify'd on the 14th of December, 1620. 

Simon and his Wife dy'd next Day; but Thomas Guengoro and 

his Son James languiſh'd for three Days together, inſomuch, 

that tity were forc'd to pierce them thro” with Lances. As 

for Mary, it's not known when ſhe dy'd, none being permit- 

ted to approach near the Place where they hung. The Bodies 

were all Fern, and their Aſhes thrown into the Sea. Simon was 

at the Age of Threeſcore when he fſuffer'd, and expreſs'd al- 

ways ſo carneſt a Deſire of Martyrdom, that we may juſtly call 

_ Martyr, even before he dy'd. We have no Particulars of the 

reſt. | | Sas 

In the . Year 1621, there were ſeven and thirty of the 

Society 1a Japan, and ſeven and twenty of, theſe Prieſts. Nine 

of them lurk'd about in Nangaſaqui, the reſt traveld about 

the Country in Diſguiſe. Father Bennet Fernandez went to vi- 

ſit the poor Exils in their Baniſhment, but what he endur'd in 

thoſe Travels God only can tell. There's ſomething charming 

in theſe Miſſioners Adventures, and yet I'm forc'd to paſs al 

theſe over in Silence, to proſecute the Triumph of the Martyrs. 

This only muſt be obſcrv'd,' that they baptiz'd laſt Year ©abore 

1943 Perſons, beſides Children. Pope Paul the Fifth, having antici- 

pated the great Jubilee three Years before the Time, in Fa- 

our of the Chriſtians in Japan, they tranflated the Bull into 

\Japoneze, and ſent it to all the Churches. It's not to be ex- 

preſs'd with what Joy they receiv'd this ſacred Treaſure. It 

was read every where, in Publick Aſſemblies, the People 
weeping and praying they might die in this holy Time. 

Several Two Religions of St Francis, who lodg'd at a Village near 

taken Pri- Nangaſaqui; being betray'd by an Apoſtate, were committed to 

= itt Priſon, together with ſome of the next Neighbours. . Not 

qui, aud long after, they apprehended the Superiour of the Dominicans, 

martyr'd. as allo another Father of the ſame Order, and Father Sebaſtien 
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Quimura of the Society; theſe as well as the others were diſcover'd 
by the Servants of the Houſe, _ TILE A 0% | 
Moreover, in the ſame Priſons were five other Chriſtians. 
whom the Governour offer'd on his.own Accord to reteafe, and 
a free Exerciſe of their Religion withall, on Condition they aud 


not tempt others to the ſame Perſwaſion; but all proteſting a- 


gainſt it, declaring they wou d do what lay in their Power towards the © 
Converſion of their Couptrymen, This ſaid, nothing was expefted 


but Croſſes and Faggots; but the Goyernour choſe rather to tran- 
ſport them to the Priſons of Omura, where to their great Satis- 
taction, they had the Happineſs to meet with five Religious of 
St. Francis, and nine of St. Daminick's, beſides two others of the 
Society, vic. Father Charles Spinala, and Father Sebaſtien Quimurg. 
They were ſo, charm'd. with the Modeſty and Patience of theſe 
e Religious, that four of them wrote immediatly to the Pro- 
vincial, to be admitted into the Society, which was granted; with 
Orders to make the Noviceſhip in Priſon, by exerciſing themſelves 


25 far as the Place wou'd allow, in the Duties and Offices of 2 Re- | 


ligious State. 7.6K 
Theſe holy Men ſuffer'd extremely, but the Torment above 
all the reſt was, that the Guards had taken away the Church- 
Stuff, and ſo depriv'd them of the Benefit of holy Maſs, the only 
Comfort jn, their Milery. . 3 ß TE 
Amongſt other Memoirs from Japan, I find that John Cu, and 
John Ito, two principal Citizens of Nangaſaqui, were both be- 
headed for hachouring the Fathers of the Society, that ſuffer'd four 
Years before; and yet we have no Account, of theſe Fathers 
Deaths, which makes me apt to think they miſcarry'd by the 
Way. As for their Patrons, the Goyergours did all "the 
cou'd to ſave them, in Conſideration, of their good Seryices to the 
Publick ; hut theſe Men, in place of defending themſelves, plead- 
ed Guilty, begging they might ſhed their Blood for Jeſs. Chriſt, 
The main Ohſtacle came from their Wives, for having given in 
their own Names in the Husband's Abſence, they pretended a 
Right to Die in their Place, and the Judge * endes in- 
clia'd to accept of the Offer, but the Hysbapds, brought ſp” good 
Reaſons to the Contrary, that he was forc'd. to proceed to Sen- 
tence againſt them, and fo they were beheaded at Nangaſa- 
quz, X TY if vel org , 
Lewis Fanſuqui, a young Man of try'd Virtue, was crown'd with 
Martyrdom at Omura, for harbouring one of the Je/uites. More- 
over another Gentleman call'd Frances Tampey, a Perſon famous 
tor his Birth and Piety, after ſeveral Combats, was * 2 we 
nated 
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ſaſſinated in his Caſtle by the Prince of Omura's Orders. What: 
remarkable, ſeeing the Soldiers break into the Houſe, he fell on 


his Knees, and croſſing his Arms, permitted them to cut him to ( 
Pieces without the leaſt Reſiſtance. 8 | ſ 
Leo Non- The ſame Year alſo Leo Nonda Rifioie, of the Province of Sg., i 
da Rifioie in the Kingdom of Fingo, a Gentleman of noble Extraction, ſeal'q 
merty”d. with his Blood the Truth of Chriſtian Religion, which he had pub- t 
lickly profeſsd at Iſaſay. The Prince brought him up from his In. 0 
fancy in honourable Poſts, but after ſome Time he laid down theſe v 
Places, and retir'd to Nangaſaqui, where he receiv'd Baptiſm from " 
one of the Fathers of the Society. Thence he return'd to 1ſafay, f 
and ſet up a Chappel in a remote Corner of the Houſe. He waz h 
Zealous to the laſt Degree of the Glory of God, and the Good of h 

Souls. He Pray'd without Intermiſſion, Mortify'd himſelf beyond 
Bounds, and ſo Prodigal in his Alms, that we may truly call hin ty 
the Father of the Poor, and the Refuge of the Prieſts that liv'd at fe 
Iſafay.. 50.9 i 7 
It was a daily Practice with him, to animate poor Chriſti- ſet 
ans that began to ſtagger in their Faith, and this charitable Of- ſu 
fice brought him acquainted with one Yagiro an Apoſtate. He he 
ſpair'd no Pains to recover him out of that unhappy State, but no 
nding him heady and obſtinate, he let the Matter reſt. 'Yagiro bu 
much concern'd for the Loſs of ſuch a Friend, went barefagd, ſel 
and demanded the Reaſon of ſo ſuddain a Change? Leo told him . 
it was becauſe he had renounc'd his Religion. Upon this the A. | 
poſtate, like thoſe Proſtitutes that can't ſuffer a Reproof, out of be 
Countenance at the Frankneſs of his Friend, fell a Railing and Th 
Abuſing him, inſomuch, that Leo's Brother who was preſent, took bee 
21 


up his Cane and beat him. 

Tagiro, who wanted nothing but Opportunity to do him a Miſ- ing 
chief went ſtreight to the Governour, and ſhewing him his bruis'd Wl Chr 
Shoulders, charg'd Leo with ſeveral Crimes, above all, for pro- tor: 
feſſing the Chriſtian Religion, and ſeducing his Majeſty's Sub- ſhif 


jects. | . f : of 
The Governour upon a fair Hearing of the Matter, found is 
Leo to be innocent, and fo order'd the Evidence to retra& what | 


he had aid. But at the ſame Time, as the Emperour had Com- to 
manded to put all to Death that Preach'd or Taught the Chriſtian firſt 
Religion, he thought he cou'd do no Jeſs than perſwade him to Sac 
renounce his Faith. To this End he ſent three Gentlemen to IM Hu: 
wait on him, and they did all that was poſſible, both by Promiſes Nate: 
and Threats, to circumvent him, but as this did not do, they IM Chr 
diſmiſs'd the Wife and Children, and confin'd him to his own ty 
Houſe. Some 
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Some Time after, a certain Perſon- (ſaborh'd by the Gover- 
nour) went to him in his Wive's Name, to deſire he would 


conſider well upon the Matter, for ſhe and her Family were 


now at Stake, and as God only look'd upon the Heart, where 
was the Difficulty in a ſeeming outward Complyance? Eſ- 
pecially ſince he had ſo many Precedents before his Eyes. Leo 
told him he was ſorry with all his Heart, for the Misfortune 
of his Wife and Children, but as all Miſeries of this Life 
were only Temporal, and the Happineſs of "other: eternal, it 
would be Madneſs to ballance upon the Choice. For thè reſt, 
let them truſt in the Mercy and Providence of God, and in 
him they would find Comfort here, and everlaſting Happineſs 
hereafter in Hes e... 277 Veal formasl: 

The Governour finding his 8 took no Bffe; ſent 
two or three Gentlemen to tempt him with Honours and Pre- 
ferments, Leo thank'd® the Governour för his kind Intentions. 
Theſe Advantages (ſaid he) bear-'a mighty Sway with Perſons that 
ſettle their Happineſs in this World, but the Hopes of a Chriftian 
ſear in 4 higher Sphere. For Inſtance, to ſhew what Account 
he made of theſe large Proffers, he bid them tell the Gover- 
nour, That all ſuch as worſhipp'd the Camis and Fotoques (would 
burn eternally in © Hell Fre; for thoſe Divinities being damm d them- 
ſelves, it was not in their Power to ſave their Clients, and in a 
Word, there was no Salvation out of the Chriſtian Religion. 

The Governour upon this Meſſage took Fire, and order'd 
he ſhould be put to Death, without more ado. | Leo gave 
Thanks to God for ſo great a Mercy, and would gladly have 
ſeen Tagire to thank him for the Favour. This ſaid, he made 
a neat Diſcourſe to the Idolators that were preſent, exhort- 
ing them to embrace the Chriſtian Religion. Vaſt Crouds of 
Chriſtians aſſembled before his Door, inſomuch, that they were 
forc'd to ſuſpend the Execution, but towards Night, they made 
kift to convey him out at a back Door, and 70 ſnippd him 
oF to a — Iſland, where they ſtruck off his Head. 
Zis Martyrdom fell on the 25th of June, 1621. | 


Father Gaſpar de Craſte being arriv'd in Finge, on a Viſit pjvercre. 
to the poor Chriſtians in thoſe Parts, a certain Lady of the martable 
firſt Rank, who for Want of Convenience had not been at the Paſſages. 


Sacraments for 25 Years paſt, took the Advantage, of her 
Husbands Abſence, and ſent to deſire the Father's Company, 
at the Palace. 'The Father knowing her Phyſician -to be a 
Chriſtian, deſir'd he would take him along with him, in Qua- 
ly of his Servant, as he did, and the Servants, being all diſ- 
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miſs d, ſhe made her Confeſſion to the great Baſe. and Quiet of 
her Soul. 1 „ns 2s . If ut mic 84 ("21 | , 

Soon after God was. pleas d to reward the Phyſician, for that 
charitable Office. He had labour'd fifteen Years ſucceſſively in 
the Converſion of his Wife, and to crown the Work, made 3 
Vow to the Bleſſed Virgin, to ſay. Daily, for the Courſe of five 
Years, ſome certain Prayers for the ſame Purpoſe. The Time 
being now expir'd, and no Hopes in Appearance of his Wife 
Change, he open'd his Caſe to the Jeſuita, The Father did all he 
coud to comfort him, and enlargiag upon the | Bleſſed, Virgin. 
powerful Interceſſion, in comes a Meſſenger from his Lady, to let 

im know that ſne was now reſolv'd to turn Chriſtian. The Gen- 
tleman had all the Difficulty in the World to believe the Report, 
however the Father gave her a Viſit, and in a little Time made 
a Convert of her, to the Surpriſe of the whole Country. 

In the ſame Town happen d, another remarkable Inſtance of 
God's Providence over the Poor. A Heathen Servant, who had 
long impugned the Truth, being now on her Death - Bed, begg'{ 
earneſtly to; be baptiz'd, but as there was none-preſent. to,admigi- 
ſter this Sacrament, her Miſtreſs, fell- to her Prayers to -implore 1 
the Divine. Aſſiſtance, and whilſt the Words were yet betwixt 'f 
her Lips, in comes an unknown Perſon, inſtructs and baptizes the n 
Maid, and ſo — | L 

In the Kingdom of Fingo, a certain Woman going to Commu- tl 
nion, the Sacred Hoſt ſtuck in her Throat, and continu'd- ſo C 
for three Days together. It ſeems upon ſerious Reflection, ſhe tl 
had approach d the Sacred Table with. a ſecret: Spleen again one 
of her Neighbours. Conſcious, then of her Shame, and Penitent 
for the Sin, ſhe ſtir'd herſelf up to an Act of Contrition, and im- 
mediatly the Hoſt looſen'd, and went down into her Stomach, 
but ſtill left an Impreſſion with it like undigeſted. Meat, till going 
afterwards to Confeſſion, the Pain quite ceas d. 

The Inhabitants of Fingo are generally wicked and ſuperſtiti- 
ous above the reſt of Japan. The Bones art all of them Sorcer- 
ers, invocating the Devil with moſt lewd and abominable Cere- 
monies, and he anſwering by the Mouth of one of the Company, 
as the Matter requires. But by long Experience, it was found he 
was always Dumb, ſo long as any Chrifien was either preſent, or 
even in the Neighbourhood about. For Inſtance, one of the 7e- 
ſuites being hid near the Place where the Enchanters held their 
Meetings, they call'd upon the Devil for three Nights together, 
and in all that While he never ſpoke. Upon, this they fell 3 


Railing and Curſing the Chriſtians, who they ſuppos'd ** 2 
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ſconded therejabout. -.;A Gentleman who happen d to be preſent 
at the ſame Lime, ſurpris'd at this odd Way e Proccedig „began 
to reaſon the Matter with himſelf, and obſerving that the Devil 
ſtood in awe of the Chriſtians, wiſely concluded their Religion 
was Divine; however not to precipitate.in a Thing of this Conſe- 
quence, re ſal vd to give it another Tryal. Going then as before 
to the Meeting, whilſt the Bonzes were Conjuring, he ſaid loc 
down to himſelf, Je Maria, and all that While the Oracle ne- 
ver ſpoke, but ſo ſoon as he was out of the Place, he return d An- 
ſwer as before, upon which he renouncd their Worſhip, and 
turn'd Chriſtian. 201181 eee ag EY 

Father |Porre paſſing: thro) the old Ruins of Amanguchi, former- 
ly ſanctify d by the Zeal and Labours of St. Francis Xaverins, found 
the Houſe where the Saint had lived, whole and entire. The 
Chriſtians met there every Hiday to take a Diſcipline, and on 
Sundays and Holy-Days to ſay their Prayers; but What's moſt re- 
markable (if we may believe conſtant Report) they always found 
in themſelyes a ſenſible Devotion upon the Place. Plat! 

Of all the Kingdoms of Japan, none hath ſo large an Extent of , |, . 
Territories as that of Oxu. It was govern'd this Year: by five „able com 
ſeveral Princes, and amongſt the reſt by one Maſſumune, a;Perſon ſtancy of « 
much Celehrated for his Family, and perſonal Conduct. Having 59 tor. 
lately ſent an Embaſſy to New Spain, it was currently reported, 11 
that he held private Correſpondence with that Monarch, in p,;4, 
Order to make himſelf Emperour of Japan; and what yet far- 
ther improv d: theſe Suſpicions, was his diſtinguiſnhing Regard to 
the Chriſtians in his States. To beat down then this Perſwaſion 
of the People, and to prevent the fatal Conſequences of ſuch idle 
Reports, he refolv'd to make open War againſt Religion, and this 
de did by three ſevere Proclamations. In the Firſt he requir'd 
all Chriſtians to renounce the Faith immediatly on Pain of Death. 
la the Second, he promis'd large Premiums to any that diſcover'd 
their Meetings; and by the Third, he baniſn'd all Preachers and 
their Abbettors out of his States, unleſs they comply'd with the 
late Orders. 

One of his own near Relations, at his Earneſt entreaty, ſur- 
render'd immediatly to his Pleaſure, and to skreen himſelf 
from the Perſecution, went of his own Accord to the Judge, to 
let him know his Son had follow'd his Example. Going Home 
afterwards to his own Houſe, he acquainted the Family with 
what had paſt. The devout Mother and Son, inſtead of ap- 
plauding his Feats, rebuk'd him ſmartly for hisPerfidiouſneſs ; 
laying, e did not deſerve the Name of Chriſtian, for ſo baſely ren- 
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dring upon the. firſt Atta, which put him into ſuch a Fit of 
Paſſion, that he flew/ upon them, and in Concluſien tore to 
Pieces all the Pictures of the Houſe. 2 

His Son not able te brook the Name of Apoſtat, went 
ſtreight to the judge and declar'd, That what his Father had 
ſaid was all Forgery and Calumny, and for Inſtance} he "was 
therè ready to ſacrthee his Life for the holy Faith. The Jadge 
amaz'd at his Reſolution, and tender'd with his Tears, bid him 
return Home, but that would not ſave him, for his Father 
hearing what he had done, dragg'd him again by Force to the 
Court, to make him ſign a Renunciation of his Religion. Te 
be ſhort, after a ſharp Conteſt, it came to this at laſt, that he 
muſt either deny Jeſus Ct; or zam his Right to his Father 
Eſtate. - The Boy made no Demut upon the Matter, Fo eternd 
Life (ſaid he) I renounce my Father's Eftate,- and all the Riches of 
the World beſides; With that his Father drew his Poniard, and 
would certainly have ſtabb'd him upon the Spot, if they had 
not interpos'd. -But coming afterwards to himſelf; he retracted 


what he had done, begg'd Pardon for his Fault,” and going 


before the judge, proteſted he would blot out his Crime h 
the Effuſion of his Blood. The Judge's Anſwer is not ſet down 
that I can find in the Memoirs, but this is certain, he made 
earneſt Supplication to Father Jerome de Angelis, of the Soci- 
ety of Jeſus, that glorious Martyr, for Reconciliation with the 


"Church. The Father tho? he was tender enough of the pe- 


nitent yet in Regard the Fault was publick and notorious, 
order'd he ſhould take a Diſcipline in publick Aſſembly, as 
he did, weeping and lamenting his Sins, in Words that moy'd 
every one to Campaſſion. Brethren (ſaid he) I am nothing, I am in- 
worthy the Name of Chriſtian, Thave been ungrateful to-the laſt Degree, 
to God and my Redeemer. What's more, he repeated this ſame Con- 
feſſion over and over again, to every Chriſtian he met. Who 
would not admire the infinite Goodneſs of God, or how is it 
poſſible for Man to deſpair, after ſüch an Example? No doubt, 
the Son's Conſtancy, and theMother's Tears had a great Hand in 
his Converfion, at leaſt this was the Senſe of that Country. 
Maſſumune being reſoly'd to put the Laws in Execution; diſ- 


The Mar. patch'd his Officers to ſearch after the Chriſtians in his States. 
„n of In the Village Mizuſama liv'd a holy Couple, call'd Joachim 


joachim 


and Ann, and theſe two were the firſt Victims to his Fury. 


if: Ann. Joachim was at the Age of ſixty fix Years, and his Wife ſixty, 


but what renders their Paſſion more glorious, is that Father 


Hierome de Angelis baptiz'd them not above two Years before. 


Toga- 
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Togamidono finding they were not to be wrought upon, com- 
l Meme t ern, bong | 
them to Death, as muſt have happen'd; if the Chriſtians had 
not found Ways to fend them Relief. The Tyrant hearing of 
it order'd:i they ſhould be remov'd to Aizuſama, and in Caſe. 
they ſtill perſiſted <1n their Reſolutions to take, off their 
Heads... nA to in wrom dyoig nitwollot 17 + 17 

An was bverjoy'd at the Neivs, and declar'd all her for- 
mer Apprehenfions and Fears were diſſipated immediatly, b 

the Apparition of a reſplendent Croſs in the Air. They bot 

confeſsd before their Death to Father Jerome de Angelis with 


a deep Senſe and Feeling of their Sins. 


Several Chriſtians crouding into the Priſon, Joachim exhor- 
ted them to meditate daily on the Paſſion af our Lord, for 
theſe Thoughts would certainly render them victorious, over 
all their Enemies, and he went on with the Diſcourſe, even 
when the Soldiers came into the Room with Irons to fetter, 
him. The Sight of theſe cruel Inſtruments. did not in the leaſt 
ſurpriſe him, on the contrary; he -proſtrated on the Ground, 
fix'd his Eyes on Heaven, and prais'd God for making him 
worthy to bear theſe Chains, which he valu'd more than the 
Crowns and Scepters of Monarchs. i RIO 

His Daughter who liv'd in the Country, hearing her Parents 
were condemn'd to ſuffer, came in all Haſte to Town, and go- 
ing to the Priſon, wept there in a! moſt diſmal Manner. 
Her Mother, jealous of her oon Weakneſs, and fearing to be 
mov'd with her Tears, begg'd of her to moderate her Grief, on 
the contrary, the good old Father bid her go on and lament her 
own Misfortune, as being not thought worthy to die with them; 
adding, tho* 4 hundred Children mers crying about him, thro” God's 
Grace he ſhould not be the leaſt contern l. 

The Hour of their Death now approaching, they hung Chains 
about their Necks, and bound their Hands behind their Backs. 
Five Chriſtians clad in Silk accompanied them in their March, 
Joachim praiſing God all the while for his infinite Charity and 
Mercy. Ann alſo went betwixt two Matrons, and never ceas'd 
rendering Thanks to his divine Majeſty. Being arriw'd at the 
Place of Execution, Joachim charg'd his Wife to ſix her Byes 
on Heaven, and ſhe was ſo obedient to theſe Commands, that 
we may believe the conſtant Report, ſhe did not ſo much 
as ſee him beheaded. The Executioner terrify'd with the Noiſe 
of the Chriſtians; miſs'd his Blow, but another Soldier ſtep- 
ping up, gave the finiſhing Stroke. Ann follow'd — 

| after, 
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o Priſon, and his Intention was to ſtarve; - 
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after, and dy'd calling upon Jeſus and Mary. Happy Couple l and | 
Conſtant unto the End, in deſpite of Irons, Chains, and Death 
it ſelf. Moſt illuſtrious Martyrs! Who in two Years Time 
gain'd the Crown of Martyrdom. A Favour not granted to 


Saints of the firſt Rate, after many Years of hard Combat, and 
; Auſterities. Their Paſſion fell in the Year 1621.“ 7 ans 
The Xo- The Year following prov'd more fertile of Martyrs. The Rm. 
— DE of Japan being now in ſettled Peace, every onedivd-quietly WY 7 
Kale under his own Vine (Chriſtians only excepted) whom the :Xogwe c 
perſecuted to Outrage it ſelf, and this was the Occaſion. By i 
Pavour of the Commerce betwixt the Japenians and Sperinrds, ſe- f 
veral Religious came privatly over in the Ships, and ſtole into the 0 
Country. Amongſt the reſt one Father Zuniga uf the Order o n 
St. Auſtin, and Father Lenus Flores a Dominican. They: ſet Sal t 
| from the Philippines on Board one Captain Joachim a Faponian, but a 
| the Ship falling in with Engliſh and Dutch Privateers near Fir and., t 
they ſeiz d the Cargo, and gave Advice to Court, that ſome Re- t. 
J ligious were in the Company. | © + | 2 off] p 
| Upon this the Captain and his Crew were all laid faſt at u 
Firando. When the News came to Manila; a Spaniard there f. 

refolv'd at all Adventures to reſcue his Friend, and going over 
to Firando on this Deſign, continu'd ſome Months in Town to 1 
| concert his Buſineſs. One Night then, when the Guards were ca 
at Reſt, he forc'd the Priſon Doors, and took ' aut bis Friend ne 
with the reſt of the Company, but as ill Luck word have it, the FI 
Soldiers awaking upon the Noiſe, purſu'd, and brought them al to 

back to their Quarters. | | 

The Emperour inform'd of what had paſs'd, commanded th 
Gonzoco Governour of Nangaſaqui, to repair immediat ly to F- a4 
rando, and there to burn alive the Captain and the two Re- an 
ligious, together with the reſt of his Grew. Moreover, he or- ch 
der'd that the Children of all ſuch as had been Executed the be 
laſt three Years for harbouring the Fathers, as alſo the Reli- 
gious who were Priſoners then in the Country, ſhould be eve- er 
Ty Soul put to- Death. Laſtly, he extended the Penal Laws of 
to any that brought over a Prieſt into Japan, to the Neigh- to 
bourhood where he was taken, and to all Perſons that came along toe 
with him in the ſame Ship. Jou 
This notwithſtanding, the Fathers of the Society, after they lug 
had ſtudy'd the Language of the Country at Meaco, venturd Wa: 


to put to Sea, and ftole by little Creeks into the Ifland. They 
reckon'd this Year in Japan thirty ſix of that Body, and it 


pleas'd God they converted (to eur Knowledge) above 2236 oo 
- ONS 
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ſons. What was done by the other Religious we have no Account 


* worth obſerving what Miſchief happen'd by the Paſſion 
of two Men. The Perſecution, which hath now continu'd for 
cighty Years. and more, began by the Vanity and Imprudence 
of a Spaniſn Captain, and the raſh Attempt of this Latter, 
utterly ruin'd: that flouriſhing Church. The. Xogune after his 
| Father's Example, believing the Spaniards, had a Deſign upon 
Japan, concluded that the late Attempt. upon the Priſon was 
in Order to ſecure the famous Port of Firando. For this Rea» | 
ſon he. reſolv'd to aboliſh the Chriſtian Religion, and break | 
off all Correſpondence with that Crown. And tho? Hollexd. is | 
much more powerful in the Indies than either Spain or Por- 
tugal, yet the Japoniaus have not the leaſt Suſpicion on them, 
as being profeſs d Enemies to Priefts, Religious, and the Croſs, 
the very Standard of Chriſtianity in thoſe, Parts. However: 
they are not permitted to reſide in the Country, but the Em- 
perour hath aſſign'd them a bordering Iſland, and this for the Be- 4 
nefit of Commerce, without which the Japoni aus can't. poſſibly. 
ſubſiſt. unen 1.3 4 1 Ene. f 9. O24 

The XYogwne then in this Fit of Paſſion, commanded the Gover- 
nour of Nangaſaqus (as was, ſaid) to execute the Priſoners that 
came from Manila. Gonxoce ſeiz'd on ſixteen, and preſsd ear- 
neſtly to make them abjure the Faith; but finding them ſteady 
and firm to their Reſolutions, he committed them all to Priſon, 
together with their Children. 6 use 

Some few Days after two Ships arriv'd at Naygeſaqui,, with 
the Priſoners from Manila on Board, which put the Town into 
general Conſternation. Being preſented before the.Governour, . 
and profeſſing themſelves Chriſtians, he condemn'd Captain Ja- 
= _ the two Religious to be burat alive, and the reſt to be 
eheaded. V 

The fifteen glorious. Champions of Jeſus Chriſt, for the great - 
er Glory of God, and their own. particular Comfort, demanded. | 
of the Governour, why he put them to Death ? Becauſe (ſaid he 1 
7h- to the Religious) you came over contrary to the. Laws to Preach: | 
"ng t Chriſtian Religion in Japan; and the reſt, becauſe they brought | 
| you over into the Country, All rejoic'd at the Sentence, and; lift- | 
hey ug up their Eyes to Heaven, gave Thanks to God, that he. 
dss pleas'd to let them ſhed their Blopd for his holy Name, 
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The Mar. Next Morning they conducted the Captain, and the two Feli 
ryrdom of gious to the Place of Execution, and to prolong their Torment, 


binding them ſo ſlack, that the Cords broke in a Manner of 
themſelves, and this to force them upon an Eſcape, if their 
Hearts relented at the Pain. 

They began alſo to execute the reſt after a new Method, 
Formerly they gave them Leave to pray and diſcourſe with the 
Standers by; but finding by Experience, that this Prayer and 
Example help'd to animate the other Chriſtians, - and often 
touch'd the Heathens themſelves, they took this Liberty quite 
away, and diſpatch'd the Priſoners as ſoon as they came upon 
the Place. Their Heads were ſet up in eminent Places, and 
their Bodies pil'd one upon another, lying in this Manner four 
Days together unburied, till ſuch Time as the Chriſtians by 
earneſt Entreaty, _ Leave for their Interment. 

So ſoon as theſe twelve Martyrs were facrific'd by the 
Sword, they ſet Fire to the Wood, to conſume the other three. 
The two Religious being in ſome Meaſure- Strangers to the 
Language, deſir'd Joachim to make a ſhort Diſcourſe to the 
Heathens, as he did, ſpeaking for an Hour together with that 
Torrent of Eloquence and Zeal, that they could not but be 
-moy'd. The Executioner commanded him to hold his Peace, 
but he took no Notice of it, declaring he would acquit him- 
ſelf of his Duty. | | 

All the While he ſpoke, the two Religious ſtood immoveable, 
and fixing their Eyes on Heaven, bore the Heat with an unps 
ralleld Conſtancy. Father Peter Zuniga, being Son to the A- 
qui; of Villamamique, late Vice-Roy of New Spain, his Body was 
lent to Manila, and fo to Spain. 

The Cruelties, in Place of abating the Perſecution, added new 
Fewel to the Fire. Seven Prieſts of the Society of Jeſus, and 
two others, took Care of the Church at Nangaſaqui, and the Em- 
perour's Officers living moſt of them in this Place of Commerce, 
made continual Search after them. They ſent Day and Night 
from Houſe to Houſe to ſurpriſe them, inſomuch, that they weie 


forc'd to ſhift their Quarters upon every Allarm. Behold here a 
Letter 
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Letter of Father John Baptiſt Baza, ReQor of the College of Nan- 


1 


paſaqui,\ to his Brethren in China." 1 © + Wit: 0 
Who can imagine what bath happend here within theſe few Months The Cbri- 
? What Care and Diligence is ufd to ſurpriſe us? The Town is Haus per- 
paſt pr ecuted 4s 
in continual Uproar, and if you would know how I eſcap'd, conſult — 
our Lord, fer in all theſe eig Tears of | y- Reſidence here, they ne- qui. 
ver once came to my Lodging. On the laſt Night of Chriſtmas, 
all mere in Arms. Thirty Soldiers broke into the Neighbours Houſes, 
and ſeared every where to Granaries and Cloſets to find me out. 
1 fell down on my Knees, before the Altar, concluding for certain, they 
would take me; but God blinded them, for they ran thro the whole 
Quarter, forcing Doors, and tearing the Picturet with hideous Cries 
and | Blaſphemies, and never. once ſtumbled upon my Appart= 
wer. c 2ywollot eg 228d Hei: tdi 77 g 
ie | d\ on the Eve of the Qrcumſci ion, in ſomuch. 
that 7 227 52 mt Teagings ſeveral Times in a 2 fon 
ſome the - Doors on: me, other: made Difficulty to receive me, 
and ſo betwixt the two I was ford to lie all Night in the Streets, 
Moreover I had all the Difficulty in the 'World to ſay Maſs next Morn- 
ing, ard thinking of #he Peace and Quiet mhich our Society then enjoy d 
1 Europe, 1 this Queſt ion to mj ſelf, whether their Happineſs mas 
net juſtly to be en? But all Things conſider d, I thought my own 
Condition much the beſt, believing no Place, Employ, or Country, com- 
able to, Japan. So this Father. 
There were at this Time in Nang aſaqui eleven Soldiers Pri- 
fogers for the holy Faith, 2x. ten Japenians, and one Alfonſus 
de Caſtres an European, who was ſeiz' d for harbouring the 
preachers of the | Goſpel. After two Years Impriſonment, 
they] were carried before the Governour, but the Truth is, they 
were ſo pale, and fallen away, that they appear'd more like 
walking Shadows than living Men. Alfenſus march'd barefoot, 
with his Hands tyed behind his Back, and ſaid his Beads with 
ſo much Fervour, that the Heathens took Notice of it. A cer- 
tain Lady of Quality offering him a Pair of Shoes, he excus'd 
himſelf, ſaying, It was a Pleaſure to tread in the Footſteps of Chriſt 
our Lerd, who was dragg'd from Tribunal to Tribunal like the worſt 
of Criminals. | 
The Governour try'd all Ways, to make them renounce the 
Faith, but to no Purpoſe. Amongſt the ten Japonians there was 
one of the better Sort. His Relations (with the Grovernour's 
Leave) remov'd him to another Place, and argu'd ſtrongly 
With him in Favour of the fabulous Divinities of Japan, =— 
88 © 
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mherefore draw all the Blood of my Veins if yon pleaſe, but you ſhall ne. 
ver % Jeſus from my Heart; and ſo he-return'd again to his Com- 
panions in Priſon. en 
The Lives of theſe Priſoners in their Confinement was truly ad - 

mirable. They Faſted and Diſciplin'd themſelves three Days; 
Week, ſpent moſt of the Time in Prayer and other Exerciſes of 
Devotion. Aiphonſus in ſome Meaſure diſtinguifſh'd himſelf 3. 


lately binted at, of raking mo ous of ſe of "Ws ho 
ſible trouble to me. For to [peak very my Sou, Ivan 
this Priſon more than all the Crowns and Scepters of Europe. And in 
another Letter he writes thus: I had rarber live here in this'Fayl, tha 
in any other Place of the World boſides. M buy Torment to me i 
rhink of ſtirring from hence, unleſs it be to the Gibbet, or the Croſs. Bu 
I fear my Sins may rob me of this Happineſs, anleſi God ont of his infinite 
Goodneſs, by Means of your good Prayers, be plear'd to have Mercy u 
me. It's not ſaid what became of them afterwards, but more 
than probable, they all ſuffer d; for the Xogune being ſo inceny{ 
againſt the Chriſtians, and ordering all to be put to Death that 
wou'd not renounce the Faith, it can't be preſum'd, that the G. 
vernour wou'd releaſe theſe that made. publick Profeſſion of it, 
and harbour'd the Religious, moſtly when he himſelf was a-pro- 
feſsd Enemy to! them, and one entirely devoted to the Emps 
rour's Service. | * > 1 

In the Sequel of this Hiſtory, we ſhall treat of infinite Mar- 
tyrs, but in regard the Number is fo great, muſt he forc'd to omit 
—_ of leſſer Note, that we may be more Particular on the 
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E begin this Book whth.« one of the moſt glo- 7he Mas- 
rious Sights that hath yet appear'd in Japan. tyrdom of 
One and Fifty, partly Religious, and — Se- 21 45 
culars, burnt alive, and beheaded for the Ho- — 
| I Faith, and the Celebrated Father Spinola of 
the gecdery of Jeſs, at the Head of the Troop, whoſe precious 
Death falls next under our Conſideration. 

Gonzov0, Governour of Nangaſaqui, purſuant to his laſt In- 
ſtructions from Court, order'd Ficoiomo Lieutenant to the Prince 
of Omura, to bring all the Priſoners in thoſe Parts, under a | 
ſtrong Guard to Nangaſaqui. In the mean While, he pick'd | 
up at Home of Men 4d Women, to the Number of Thirty, 
and condemn'd them to be beheaded, 1 profeſſing the holy 


Faith. 


sc Theſe 
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they wou'd not fo” muchas let move” 


Saints, all did not gain the Crown, far twayſu 
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Theſe good Religious had now laid four Years languiſhing in the 
Priſons of Omura. Nine of them were of the Soriety of Jeſus the 
reſt partly of. St. Dominick, and partly of. St. Francs's Order, to- 
gether with ten pious Chriſtians. They lay Winter and Summer, 
expos'd to the Weather. Brother Fernandez was perfectly ſtaryd 
to death. Father Charles Spinola never once chang'd his Cloaths in 
three Years time, ſo that he was in a Manner cover'd over with 


Odnre and Filth. But the greateſt. Torment of all wag the. in- 
tollerahle Stench, an Nolfemgeſgſef the iſon, and fit was ſo 
ſtreight withall, that they had noſ; Room to lie 4 or@ver, 

j tz for 
the common Eaſe and Benefit of Nature, which bread — 
of Vermin about them, that they were little better than eaten 
alive. In a Word, the Place was in it ſelf a perfect Reſemblance 


of Hell, and their Life (abſtracting from the interiour Quiet of 
heir common 


their Souls) a continual Magtyrdom. owagce 
was a Spoonful of black Rice;boil i th Borridge mate 
of Roots, and ſometimes a Herring Half r ut this Dainty 
was ſoon retrench d. 4 
The Governour of Omura having Orders to conduct the pri- 
ſoners to Naꝛgaſaqui, choſe out of the reſpe&ive_Orders to the 
Number of Twenty four, v1. Nine 1 Society, namely Fa- 


with” ſeven o- 


Father Spinola, as the Provincial had directed. The reſt were all 
Dominicans and Fryars. But as it * 77 heretofore, in the Caſe 
of the Forty Martyrs at Sebaſte, ſo it fair'd now with theſe 


der” 
Torments, as Father Spinela had more than once roi 1 

All the Priſoners were ſhip'd off for Nangoya, Beſides two 
Prieſts of the Order of St. Dominick and St. Fans, the 


Guards ſtrictly charg'd to let none ſpeak with4them on the - 
Way. This notwithſtanding, one Leo Sukeſayemon, a. noble Ja- 


nian, made up to Father @wmure, and recommending} himſelf 


to his Prayers, cut off a Piece of his Garment: by Way of Re- 


lick. WE oY +9 
From this Village began the glorious Cavalcade of the Mar- 
tyrs. Firſt of all went an Officer, and Numbers of Guards af- 
ter him, both Foet and Horſe, arm'd with Lances, Pikes, and 
Muſquets. Next after them follow'd Father Spinola, and then the 
reſt of the Martyrs, but without any Order or Diſtinction. Each 
of them had a Cord about Neck his, and an Executioner at - 
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Side, to 2 ag him along, God ſo permitting, for the greater Glory 
of his Saints. Kode of He Noe Wa 
Being benigbted at Yoracam,. they ſhut them up in a double 
Eacloſure, but the Rain coming on at the ſame Time, were 
forc d to remove them into a little. Straw Hut till next Morn- 
ing. At Break of Day three Chriſtians. were permitted to 
ſpeak with them, and amongſt the reſt, Father Spinol4s Cate- 
chiſt, who brought him the firſt; News of his Death. Tbe Fa- 
ther was overjoy'd at the Account, and in Acknowledgment. 
of,the happy, Tidings, preſented. him with, a. Diſcipline which 
he had us d in Friſon, and a Pair of Beads T heſe erg all the 
Riches of; that he Mani - ai ons mod e 
He deſird extremely to enter; into the Field of Battel in 
his Surplicegj withlan emhroider d „Banner of the 1 ue of 
For this 


5 d them in the ſame Order 
2s before, ta the Flace of Execution, about a League off. The 
Ways were all lin'di with People, and the Chriſtians from all 
Parts fleck dithitherf to, lask theip Bleſſing, . weeping ve Ia- 
menting to ſee their Paſtors, who came from the. End. © the: 
World io teach them de Way of Salyation, ſo barbarouſly mur- 
ther Cd. » FTERamoes I . 

Drawing near to the Place of Execution, on an Eminence 
near the Sea ſide, within Sight, of Naugaſaqu, they found the 
whole bordering Plain clad with, People, inſomuch, that it was 
impoſſible to diſtinguiſh what the Saints ſpoke, for the Noiſe 
and Clamour of the Multitude. Father Quimura indeed raiſing 
his Voice, pray'd a Moment's Silence, and then faid (fo that 
all might hear him) He long d with all his Heart to let them 
know what Joy he felt in his Soul upon his approaching End; but 
the Noiſe of the People depriy'd us of the reſt of his Diſcourſe, 
which he pronounc'd. with the Zeal of an Apoſtle and Mar- 

Notwithſtanding their Earneſtneſs to conſummate the Sacri- 
hce, a Stop was put to the Execution, till ſuch Time as thirty 
more of their Companions, who were condemn'd for. har- 
bouring the Prieſts, had joyn'd them. They brought with them 
their Wives, Children, and . Neighbours, as alſo the Families 
of the four Martyrs, | that were burnt alive ſome. Years be- 


tore. Being then all arriv'd, they enter'd the Liſt in their 


Robes 
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Robes of Ceremony, and expreſsd in their Looks the Comfort 
they had of Dying with the Fathers. nich eg. e 
They ra thoſe that were to be burnt to Stakes, but ſo flight. 
ly, that if Courage faiPd, nothing was eaſier than to make an E. 
All the Religious were bound, except one Jobm Ciao, of 
the Society, whom they beheaded for Want of a Stake. Father 
Spinola falling on his Knees, embrac'd the Wood, to the Burpriſe 
of the Heathens, who much admir'd to ſoe a Man take Pleaſure 
in hee e 750520) 27 23 5 v0 9g ee . 
They planted twenty fve Stakes in a Line, and et 'Guards 
both at the Water Side, and at the Foot of the Hill, to hinder 
the People from approaching, and a Kind of Throne in the Mid- 
dle, cover d with China Tapiſtry, for yu the 'Gorver. 
nour's Lieutenant to ſit on, who ded in the Aftion, © . 
The Time of Sacrifice now drawing near, Father Spinola; ty 
excite his Compamons, and the other Chriſtians to praiſe God 
for his great Mercy, began to entone the Pſalm Laudate Dominan 
ones Gentes, immediatly the reſt anſwer'd, and made up alto- 
tether a moſt Harmontous Concert, inſomuch, that if we 
xlieye Gorzales Montero, in his Informations at Manila (who 
was preſent at the Action) he had never heard any Thing f tharm- 
hoe. 4 57 8 F 
Father he Palm ended, Father Syindla addrefling himſelf bo cht 
Spinola's Lieutenant, and the reſt of the Company, began this Diſcourſe: 
Speech. Tou may gueſi, noble Japonians, by the Joy that appears on our (Coun 
tenances, at the Sivhr of thefe dreadful Torments, whether we cam 
from the ather World to ſeize on your Eſtates, or to teach you rhe Way 
of Salvation.” The Chriſtian Religion Inſpires ber Children, with a Ct 
rempr of all'Worlaly Greatneſs, It's your Souls Happineſs 'ave aim , 
and not your Riches, Fortunate Japonians that embrace the Lam of thi 
True God, for everlaſtins Happineſs will be your Recompence. On the 
contrary, the Lt of thoſe that ſtill peri in their N is Hell Fine 
for all Eternity, and Flames infinitely more attive than thoſe we are nom 
$i to encounter. The Torments we are here to ſuffer, are of a ſhort Conti» * 
WA nuance, but the Glory that's prepar'd for us in Heaven, and the bleſſed Vi 
| | Life, which thro' his Mercy we hope to enjoy, will never have an End, he 
— 14 For the reſt, don't think to terrify the Preachers of the Goſpel with rheſe T} 
— 1 right ful Appearances, for the greateſt Happineſs that can attend ws in wh 
this Life, is to ſuffer and die for the God we adore and worſhip. Then ty 
turning to the Portugueſe Merchants, who were not a little con- S 
cerind for their Death, he made them ſo moving a Diſcourſe, that 
one of the Heads of them reſolv'd to leave the World upon it, WW 76, 
and enter into the Society of Jeſus. He 
In 


1 ring 
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ia the mean while, the Executioners were preparing to do De adni- 
their Office, and march d up to thoſe that were to be beheaded. — of © 
With that the Thirty glorious Champions tell on their Knees, render 
| and whilſt they were fitting themſelves for the Work, a Gentle; Child. 
woman of the Company call'd Tſabella Fernandez, (Widow to Don 
Dominick George the Portugueſe) took up her Child, who was only 
four Years. of Age, and call'd to Father Spinola to recommend 
bim to God in his Prayers. They calfd the Child 1gnarius as be- 

ing born on that Saint's Day. Father Spinola baptiz'd him, and 


$ his Parents Conſecrated him to God from his ncy. Being a- \ 
r mongſt the reſt of the Croud, and Clad after a decent Manner 1 
, the Eyes of the whole Multitude were upon him, but Father Spi- 
. zols not difcerning him, cry'd out in a Concern to his Mother; 
Where's little Ignatius? What's become of him ? With that the de- 
vout Parent took him up in her Arms, and ſhewing him to the 
Father, reply'd again: Behold him here in my Arms, be is pleas d to | 
die with me, and I freely ſacrifice to God what's deareſt to me in the | 
World, my Son, and my Life. Then turning to the Child, 'Bebold 
(faid ſue) him that made you Son of God, and gave you a Laſe, 'bet- | 
ter than what yon are now going to loſe. Recommend your ſelf to hs 
'Y Prayers, and beg his Bleſſing. © + 2 1 Ie en 
5 With that the Child fell down on his Knees, and joyning his 
Hands, did as the Mother had order'd. The People were all 
ſtrangely mov'd at the Paſſage, infomuch, that the Officers were 
forc'd to haſten the Execution for Fear of a Tumult. The firſt 
that ſuffer'd was Mary, Widow to Andrew Tocuan the Martyr. | 
Her Head and two more fell down at the Child's Feet, and yet 
he was not in the Leaſt ſurpris'd ; what's more, when they be- 
headed his Mother who ftood next him, he did not ſo much as 
change Colour; on the contrary, falling on his Knees, and 
W the Collar of his Coat, cheerfully ſubmitted to 
the SW 3 v3. nh It ict 

Father Spinola ſtood all the while and beheld this Butchery Ne Death 
from his Stake. Queſtionleſs the Sacrifice of ſo many noble Faber 
Victims, was a moſt agreeable Spectacle, at the ſame Time, Pinola 
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the 
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ſed 
nd, he could not but be ſenſible of the Death of little Ionatins. of the Mar* 
eſe This firſt Scene over, the Executioner ſet Fire to the Wood, s. 

in which ſtood a Matter of five and twenty Foot from the Mar- 

den WF tyrs, and this to prolong their Torments, and force them to 
or WF renounce the Faith. WET 97; | 
hat The Fire being well kindled, a hideous- Shout was rais'd | 
It; round the Plain, ſome wept, others lifted up their Eyes to | 
1 Heaven, others cry'd for Mercy, the Martyrs only were ſilent, 
and 
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and ſtood immoveable in the Flames. The firſt that carried 


* 


—— 32 — 


the Crown was Father Charles Spinola, and that after two Hours 
roſting at the Fire. Probably he died firſt, as being of a more 
delicate Complection, or thro' Weakneſs by his long Sickneſs in 
Priſon, or perchance by Favour of the Sparks, which hap. 
pen'd to light on his Cloaths before the Fire reach'd his Stake. 
All the Time of his ſuffering he ſtood ſtreight up, with his 
Eyes, fix'd on Heaven and the Cords being burnt, his Body fel 
down into the Flames, and was conſum'd in a Holocauſt, to 
the Glory of his divine Majeſty. | 

The other Religious follow'd preſently after, and honour 
our Faith, with their invincible Conſtancy and Patience. Above 
all, the Novices of the Society were particularly taken Notice 
of, as expreſſing a celeſtial Kind of Sweetneſs in their Looks 
which continu'd with them to their laſt Breath. The laſt that 
died, was Father Sebaſtien Quimura of the Society, and if we 
credit the Report of thoſe that were preſent, he liy'd by their 
Hour-Glaſſes, three full Hours in the Flame. 
All had not the ſame Reſolution, for two young Men of 
the Troop, who had lately enter'd into a Religious Order, un- 
happily verify'd Father Spinola's Prediction. Being overcome 
with the Torments, after a ſhort Struggle to break the Cords, 
without Regard to the good Advice of Brother Lewis of the 
Society who ſtood next them, they | forc'd their Way thro 
the Fire, and falling at the Judge's Feet, call'd upon Xacs and 
Amida. Virtue is charming in the Opinion of its very Enemies, 
on the contrary, the lewdeſt Libertines profeſs a- diſlike and 
-Averſion to Vice. Both one and t*other were verifyed on this Oc- 
caſion. Every one applauded the Conſtancy of the Martyrs, at 
the ſame Time they conceiv'd ſo ſtrange an Averſion to theſe 
Apoſtats, that nothing would ſerve them, but they muſt com- 
mit them again to the Flames, and in Effect they did. 
A ſecular | Faponian alſo, breaking his Cords, attempted an 
Eſcape, but reflecting upon the Conſtancy of his Wife, who had 
newly ſuffer'd before his Eyes, he was ſo touch'd, that he flung 
himſelf again into the Fire, and fo repair'd his Fault by a 
voluntary Sacrifice of his Life. They ſpeak variouſly of this 
latter: However this is certain, he never calld upon | Amida, 
nor is there any Proof, that he deny'd his Faith, if then he 
committed any Fault, and afterwards return'd back to his 
— * without all Queſtion, Almighty God had Mercy on bis 
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The Martyrs work all — the * forc'd the En- 
$ cloſure to cat elr ngſt the reſt, e- | 
e mon difguifing nete 4 Soldier? Cost, prels d M uf the | 
1 Guards, and ſtole one of the Martyrs Bones, buy being taken in | 
- the Theft, they feiz d him, and ſoon Ker 5 th him and his | 
1 Wife to Death at Omura. The Corres to hinder the Chri- 
$ ſtians from taking away* their Relicks, order'd the Soldier to 
l pile up all: ade Wager und- Inſtruments, as alſo the vr Earth 
0 that was ſtaimd withetheir: Blood, and burn them ten Ames, | 
and theſe too to be thrown into the Sea. All they preſery'd 
d was the Head of Maꝶ, Wife to Tecum, whichwas given to the | 
e Chriſtians in Conſideration of her near Alliance to the Gover- | 
e nour. lags ata 71 
55 Their blartfragg fell 25 e, Fer 1622 | 
It and is commoaly Q OF the” Oe, 1 90 of as 1 | 
e Number and Quality of the Perſons 3 afford.” We may | 
Ir add alſo the vaſt. Concomſe uĩ Heathens ànd Chriſtians that 
came from all Parts to ſee the Execution. As for this Laſt 
of | appeal tor.ap»ketcer.iof: Father Bars, then; Rector von the 
t- College of N wy; = MN F. 15H20 ani ante 1 U 
ie Nun gaſaqui e :8Hgo Day thinner. . People man before 
's, the Per ſecut ionraud)Yyem ty coins Compu they tei qin and 


ie about the Town, a Matter of fifty Thouſand Chriſtians. Probabl 
0 Curioſity, and Devoti — ether, 5 ed them Abroad to aſ- 
d iſt at this great S01 t Io" it's eaſie to Con- 
85 2 what Troubl te,the, good Fathers were ny to 8 heir 
IE 
con "A ey ſo ſu ae Iv dave: 
at the Perſecution, the Number A the ror x. all to . a- 
ſc mou a pas i- 
n- drag. Geet Are d ih or chen 
redounded to God by the Martyrs Sufferin s, that cou'd — | 


an them anywiſe tolerabie: aſie:? Deh¹LN the Names df thſe tat 
ad dy'd on this memorablDay(l b bud. T 201 TOR. 


ng ; Nan 742 0 © n | J d Mr T3 
4 141 1% * 9329 wirt * 01 971 L L ans. e Nt 
his 118 J 24 t not and e o lb 

aa, 2189V 2uRt 10 90A 1 27 o inen 1 
he 173183] 2:12 N 4488 o WO DIVF 1 wah 


his FOLEY W;, S AV 
his | 771 A ie ©: | 7 rote 


322 


Tbe Hiſtory Y the Church of J A P A x. 


The Names of thoſe that 1 dure Ae 
* "of the Order of St. Daninich 25 


i / ? * 


11 


| Fathio Frakes; Alas [Father Foſeph. R 
% Fatper Alphon ſius de — 7 Father in ag « 
o Parher Ain Frrit. in el * anal ger the ee. 


0 7751 Fr 131A” 1.890 al ini vous of 07 on 


tg * Ng Of the Order of St. Fas. . 


Father Peter Aula. s "Brother J e W (Ibo 
0 Father Richard. of St. Au. U er Fs al ine 3 0 
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vrift 20 b 11180 ; 124 off 1 1 Jo, Eu bn T9 ru 
| ot the Sau of ge. : Cin bös 
| v4 02 J iis mod om, 
(Father Charles Spinoles'. 5 Brother Thome Acofoxs; ge 
Father Sebaſtian Quimura. Brother Michael = 891100 
Brother Peter Sampo. Brother Anthony Kuni. ON al 
bv " Brother" eee Fei. 08 Brother * a 7 
1 5 4 0 {YUAN as aner d nne 0 
07 OV {1 ns F4:t0:780) 
1100 03 289 221 i Air Pprnt Aly — 22272 g ei 5 38 NI. ti 
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2 Brother Thom of the Order of Sto Dubrinich 310; 71 Vas 711 1510 0 
John of the Third Order of St. Domimcild £10020 ee rh 6 
Brother John Ciucoga of the Society. 
Iſabella Fernandes, Wife to Don Dominick George a Portugueſe, H 

who was burnt for the Faith. : 
Ignatius her Son, at the Age of four Years. 
Mary Widow to Andrew Tocuan the — 
Marina a Widow. 5 
Afary Wife to Anthony Corey the Martyr. 
Apollonia a Widow. 
Agnes, Widow to the late Martyr Coſmas. 
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geln Son to Aut hany Corey, a Youth of 12 Years-of. Age: E 
Peter his Brother at the Age of three Years. -— . | 

Mary Widow to, John, Nun the Martyr. | | 

Din iS to 4 eh Ines the Min 

Magdalen Wife to Ant a the Mart 

Dominick Tamanda.. n Es. 10 we 

Mary late Wife to Paul, _ yas barat for. his ran. Ki 
Catherine, | 1 
Thecla Wife to Paul of Nan * > by 3 CME 

Peter his. Son, at the Age Var ſeven Years. 4 EY : 

Dominick, Nacavo Son. to one Matthias that died for the att, 

Peter Motoiurna a Child = five * of Age, and ** to 

John the Marty. ar uu de | 

Bartholomew. Caan. * 1 

Don, «pd W. on. Michel cx aA; the Age 2} 1 
| cars - | 
Thomas, 


a" and. akon, his Son, an tafan of three Years 


e and Clare, the. Spouſe of a a Martyr, „ 
Nd au. | 
As Praiſe is — Recompence of.. Virtue, its my Waben An Epi- 
Duty ta ſay ſomething at leaſt, in the. Honour of theſe great 8 
Champions of the Faith, who have ſignaliz'd e in Spinola's 
theſe bloody and terrible Combats, By great Misfortune, be- Life. 
twixt the. Violence, of the Ferſecution, and Breach of Com- 
merce witk that Nation, few. Particulars: came to our Hands, 
ia Reſpect of the, whole. ; Every Religious Order takes Care 
to honour her Martyrs. For my Part, having follow'd all along 
the Relation of the Fathers. of the Society, that were ſent 
from Time to Time into Europe, I can only ſpeak by, their 
Mouths, and that's the; Reaſon Why I confine, my, ſelf to an 
Abſtract of ſome; few. Lives of their Order in particulag: foTp 
1 then with Father Spine a. ah 
e was Son to Octauius Count of 'T; el of the ancient 
and noble Family of the Spinola's, in the Republick of Genua. 
we was born in the Year 1564, and enter'd,into the Society 
of Jeſus at Nola, in the Kingdom of Naples, his Uacle Gar- 
dinal Spinela being then Biſhop of the Place. TWw' Things 
contributed to his Vocation, an ardent Deſire of treading in 
the Footſteps. of Father Ralph Aquaviva, Son to the Duke of 
Ata, who ſuffer d Martyrdom in the Eaſt-1ndjes, together with 
tome other Miſſioners of the Society, ard a certain Pr * 
SEE 2 0 
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of a famous Servant of God, WhO wus ud to ſay to im. charle, 
youll turn Jeſuite, and £8 for Japan, and there A 7 be” Faith 
ef Feſws Chriſt. As it afterwards came to p en wines 
So ſoon as he had finiſh'd the Courſe of His Studies, bein 
expert in Mathematicks, (To neceſſary to all the Eäſtern Mif⸗ 
ſioners) he ask'd Leave to go _— = for thefe three Reaſans, 
To fabour in the Converſtori of thoſe © Infidels, to, de Far bf 
from his Friends and Relations, and out of Capacity of beit. 
ing any Office or Charge in the Society. Father General ha. 
ving yielded to his Requeſt, he long' d with the uttermoſt In. 
Fan 3-4 embark: Bat theſe Deſires are beſt expreſFd in his 
wi 0 638 ; 8 te : | 6M FRE 8 
I empleyd my Time (ſays he, in one of his Letters from Cen- 
ſince I came hither, in drawing up 4 Hf fs i of our _Sociaty, 
that fiffer'd for the bbly "Faith. In the L Father Francis 
Borgia, written in Spaniſh by Ribadeneyra, I find the Names of thiſe 
forty Martyrs, that were drown'd in the Sea by the Hereticks, in 
Hatred of bur Religion. Moreover, I diſtoverd nine more, that 
ſufferd in Florida, and theſe ] ſend oy the Bearer, that 'you may 
have the Number of bur Martyrs complete, begging youll remember 
we in your Prayers, that I may imitate their Example. If I have 
| 4 Pleaſure ty 
entertain my ſelf, with the Thoughts of what they did for the Gim 
of God, and a ſtrong Motive beſitles, to incite me after their Ex. 
** Mii 0 do the 8 Oh when wel 8 come, dear Father, 0 
happy Hour! "There's Cumſont in the "Thought: ef dying for 'Yeſu 
C. What muſt it be then to die in el 255 5 
you caſt your Eyes upon the Nail 'that faſtend olty Lord's Hank t 
the Croſs, remember me, and beg that hell pierce my Heart with th 
ſame Nail, and faſten me with himſelf to the Croſs, "Behold the 
Sentiments of this holy Man 
He imbark'd at Lisbon, in the Vear 159% Being ready to 
double the Cape of good Hope, there aroſe à Tempeſt and drove 
them upon Braſil, Now the Ship being ſore ſhatter'd by the 
late Storm, they were forc'd to alter their Courſe, and ſteer 
for Portugal to be refitted, but the Winds chopping about, they 
were blown into an Ifland in New-Spain, and not long after, 
fell in with ſome Engliſk Privateers, who took and brought 
them for England. Father Spinola and Father Hierom de As- 
gelis, that great Servant of God, ſuffer'd there all the Indig- 
nities and Outrages that the Proteſtants of thoſe Times were 
us'd to caſt upon the Jeſuites, till Queen Elixabeth hearing the 
Father was deſcended of the ancient Family of the Spinoles, 
| b | Was 
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was 3 to order him back to Portugal, together with his 


Companion red ene K N M a e 
Being Arrird at Linkon, he urtote to his General, for Leave 
to proſecute his „and theſe ate che Words of his Let ter. 


We Arriv'd here in ſo 1 owl perfelt. Health, and contome in the ſame 
— wrongs the ſume Voyage over again\a:thouſund Times. 


2 e 3 After- 
wards. - Fur my 2 Trau d dy Je elf up re 1this Kind ef \Freat- 
17 4 hd to thoſe that haue not ale Experiente, to me 


ment, and . 
wa gentle and eaſe. I find in my ſelf ſo ſtrong a Confoence in God, that 
Thekeve ve me Wings 


tho al human Means fail, Heaven 
to flieto the de ſir d Flace, n e 
ny Tears Lſenſibiy percai d in my Soul. 

Having obtain d his Deſtre, and all Impediments nom re- 


mov d that ſtood betwixt: _ and his intended. Voyage, he 


put to Sea again, and arriv'd in Jaan in the Year 18602. He 
preach'd firſt in Arie, and afte sat Meaco, for the Space 
of ſeven Years. Being conſtituted by Saperiours, Procurator-Ge- 
neral of Japan, he exercisd that Office with moſt 23 Pru- 
dence and Charity. 

As he was eaſie and indulgent W ſo he 2 moſt rigid 
and ſevere upon himſelf. He took a Diſcipline every Day to 
Blood, faſted almoſt continually, and never eat any other 
Food but Rice boil'd in Water, and ſome few Herbs il] prepar'd. 
There's nothing more admir'd in Japan by the Europeans, than 
their Fruit, but theſe he abſtain'd from for ſeveral Years ' toge- 


ther. All his Satisfaction was in tormenting himſelf, inſomuch, 


_ we may ſay, he reliſ'd no other Fruit but that of the 
Crols. 

have not Time to reckon up all his other Virtues, but his di- 
ſtinguiſhing Patience in that loathſome Dungeon for four Years 
Time, hath ſomething in it more remarkable. At his firſt En- 
trance into that hideous Jayl, he us'd thoſe Words of the Prophet; 
Behold the Place of my Repoſe, I'll remain here becauſe I have choſen it. 
Over and above the common Calamities of the Priſon, he had 
ſeveral ſharp and violent Feayers, which reduc'd him in a Man- 
ner to the laſt Extremity; and yet in all that Time, the barba- 
roas Soldiers wou'd not ſo much as allow him a Drop of Water 
out of Meal-time, to quench his raging Thirſt. It's pleaſant to 
hear the Martyrs expreſs their own Thoughts. Thus 1 8 he 
writes to one of his Brethren. 


o 


At 
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| die 22d3onch N C1 3264 mid 19910 03 Herelq e, 
j T by my Hour is come. Thr God's Grace, I hope nenen % 
nove from Hnce, unleſs it be to Heaven. O Father ] how ſweet 
and pleaſant it il to ſiſſer for Jeſus Chriſt! I nom it better by Exp 
rience, than poſſibly can be expreſſed by Words, and now moſt of al, 
ce .our late Confirement to theſe Dungeons, where we faſt: continual, 
Ay. Strength of Body impares, but that's nothing, fon the Joy of my 
Soul encreaſes ./proportionably.\\-O'rwhat 4 Bleſſing: will (ir be, if nent 
Eaſter I may be thought. worthy to- ſing. Alleluja with the Saints in 
Aer... res e. NN Arn e 5043 AU. inn wa 
Hlearing he 5 condemn'd dren, he v_ e the 
Rector of Nangaſaqui. My Soul was repleniſh d with Foy upon your 
welcome News, — pr kat betauſe 4 — lately — 2 tas 
had it from Gonocobs on Mouth) that we ſpall all be burnt Alive 
next October. Gd of his infinite Goodneſs" grant he may ſpeak the 
Truth. - But if ſo, how comes it, that your: | en word. not acs 
int me with it? Oh dear Father! what 4 Happineſs will it be, 1 
fee my ſelf bound to a Stake, and environ'd with Flames for. the Love 
of Jeſus Chriſt! Im l know, f ſuch a Favour, but God; 
Mercies are Infinite, and poſſibly be may have Pity on ine. Ifthe News 
froue true, I embrace you with; all my Heart, and now bid farewel' till we 
ret again su Heavens: Jon ond 2 ine 209% 219%) bs 
The News of his Death being confirm?d, he wrote to the ſatie 
Father in the Manner following, 4 receiv/d yaur Reverence's Lets 
ter, wit h the freſh Aſſurance of my Death. Glory be to God for his Mer- 
cy. I have, been rudely bandled with vislent Iilnefſes, fram the Twentieth 
of June laſt, to this preſent 25th of July, and Fill continue under 4 
great Weakneſs. 'T acknowledge the Hand of 2 pre ſerues m 
Life for a nobler Sacrifice. I want Words to expreſs my Senſe and Feel- 
ing of his infinite Mercy. His holy Name be Meſſe for ever, for impart- 
ing the Riches of his Charity to 4 poor miſerable undeſerving Slave. Next 
to. God, Pm indebted for this Favour, ts the Prayers of our Society. For 
the, reſt, I humbly beg Pardon of your Reverence, and the reſt of the 
Fathers, for my Faults, hoping you'll thank God for his Mercy to me, and 
pray that I may die with that Conſtancy, as becomes a Child of the 
Society of Jeſus. Father Sebaſtien Quimura, and the reit of our Bre- 
thren, receiv'd the News of their Death with a ſenfible Joy. 
lie 28 don: | * 


From the Priſons of Gr 
Auguſt 26th 1627 


E 
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He wrote the Near defore to his Couſin Maximilian Spinola, 
in ſo moving 2 Stile, that one wou d ſay, it came from ano- 
ther St. Paul in Priſon, to the Primitiwe Chriſtians. He tells him, 
He valu'd. the Priſons. and Fetters of Japan, above' all the Honours 
of the World... Then he admires, that God ſhow d male Choice of 
him, preferable, tq.fo many. Saints, that. labam d in that Miſſion far 
the Crown of Martyrdom, aſcribing all ta his infinite Mercy and 
Goodneſs, who, ſometi mes iges 0 Sinnexs, what he refuſes to eminent 
Hints, Moreover he adds, That his Relations ought to.. Rejoice 


| 

| with him, for the Honour. of being Priſoner for.. Jeſus Chriſt, and 
| account this more than either Fortune or Family. Then he beg 

oc bis Divine Majeſty, har he may. never go ont of | Priſon, unleſs 
it he to the Croſs, or the Faggot, conjuring his Friends ta. reflect. on 
114 th gs of Death, | and ſo concludes in theſe following 
E L . 3 . 5 4 MOITATL ORAL 4A W. „d 1 0805 8 4 £ . zer 
. 0h did you hut taſt of the Sweetneſs: that God inſuſes into t hoſe 
0 Souls that ſuffer for his Sale, yen mou'd then contemn all' Pleafufes 
e of this Life. Theſe can never afford any true Content, God alone 
31% Life of .che Soul. Now. J begin to be 4 Diſciple of Jeſus 


Chriſt, in this Priſon,. I moan, .wbere I ſuffer extremely. This notymth- 
eg, God i Ja liberal. £0; me in bis Spiritual Comforte, that 1 kent 
but think my ſelf already i 7 recompene d for all my paſt Ser- 


ie vices, What's. more, were I to live Tears together in Priſon, the 
fo Time wou d ſeem ſhort, thro the Deſire I have of ſuffering for him, 
fo who rewards 1 L rs; for our 8 Amongſt my other Diſtem- 
Win Friſen, I bad a Feaver that gontinm d for a hundred Deys 
4 4 no manner of Relief al hee While, alu, thet eve PO 
NI o:S> £45: » The las wp £5 $7 3208 woes wh + 54 + 11 11 jr „ 976 
o e me over for loft, and indeed I beli as much in ſelf. - At 
ls the ſame Time my Heart was ſo trauſported with Foy, that I coud -— 


ler to have felt the 


xt nd „enen Id tt 4 T ils N64 

„ oncludes, exhorting his Relations to ſerde ſo 826d aud, ber... 
be. Ws) 3 God. Lhe Letter was Dated the | 28th of February, 
_ 4621, from the; Priſons of Om, and Subſcrib'd, in this. man- 
EET Te Nin o WEI 4: pogo 

re- 
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e, Impriſotd for geha Obi 
The laſt of his Letters was to Father Provincial immediitly 


before his Death. Tho? nothing be more moving than the de- 
vout Expreſſions of. this great Soul, yet to put an End to his 


i. ie, I ſhall only mention one Part of this. Laſt, Teſterday the 


E x66 i= 


nt but, think, my ſelf at the Entrance of Paradiſe. I dowt remem- 
TTT 
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Exerutioners broke ſuddainiy into the Priſon, ande Af ref 
the Sight of them, as believini they cume to ebndudt as to the Sraks 
but their Buſmeſs, as me fou uftel wards; was only re Call over th 
Priſoners, that lately came! hither. Me are inform'd thut theſe yl, 
came from Manila have ſuſfer i Death with an mvintible Conſt. 
cy, which makes us hope to meet with the ſame Ravi Phys Gif, 
Mercy, we are all prepar d for it. As td" ny nn Part, hir -divfne 
Majeſty bath been pleas d: to diſpoſe me this whole Tear; 4 ang. 
ling my Paint and Sufferings' "My only” Comfort in al theſe uff. 

Fortunes, was the wholly Sacrifice of Maſs, which I offer d 'daily;;þ 
long as Opportunity ſerv d. For the teſt, proſtrute at ye, Reveveme, 
Feet, I humbly beg Pardon for my Faults, au pavticulddly- forth 


committed in theſe four laſt Years "bf my Tinpxiſonment\, hee | 
bave nor profitted as I ought," by % mach preeibus Tiyey" whith Gii | 
was pleagd to afford me, for the Salvation and Perfettion of ry Sl, 
Moreover 1 . hely "Bleſſing, I tenderly” embiee aloof F 

thers and "Brothers, and earneſtly recommend my ſelf to your Prayer, 
T find fuch a Weakneſs upon me, that I can ſcarte ſtand” on my Bee, 7 
ride at the heavenly Hierufalem fue I true m d 
ſhall)\ I will always' be mindful of "youn Reverente, \4hd*the"-Privinu . 
From the Priſons Omura th 28th" of Aug, 1G 2: . 
... Charles, condemn'd to die for Jeſus: Chrif, il & 
= 2. (v3 „ (e Yn K en 4 unn e, et v ww tonne we th 
He died (as was fald) dre Year” 1622 at the Age A 10 
of 


Society. i | N n 
N To ſay ſomething of the other Religious, of his Order, wel 
Quimura begin with Father Ny Ss e as. Native of Fru, Bil de 
and the o- In Japan, and Nephew. to the firſt Chriſtlan of the Place; ie 
rher Feſi. recciv d Baptiſm from the Hauds of St. Fans Xaverrin” He 
en. conſecrated himfelt är the Age of turlte Years: to the Serin BY che 

of the Church, and at nineteen was àdinitted Ritb AR Botietf. BN 11 


After his Noviceſhip they ſent him to Meacs, where he exet- k 
cis'd the Office of Catechiſt, till the thirtieth Year of his Age, ſab 
and then: receivdcholy Ortiers, being the: firſt} of all that Cour- g 
try that was honour'd with that ſacred Character. He was Bre 
endu'd with a natural Candour and Simplicity, that made him jn 
agreeable to all Sorts of Tempers No àvarictous Man cbuld — 
loye Riches, more than he did holy Poverty. He as ſo pur ger. 
ctual in his Prayers, that he us'd to carry an Hour-Glaſs about BY pat 
him, for meafuring- the Time. His . "kk 
TY 8 vel | 
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rely, inflam'd, and full of Apoſtolical. Spirit. He ſtack- at 
no Dangers for gaining of Surs. 
He liv'd two Vears in the Priſons of Ona, and thence was 
remov'd to 'Nengaſaqui, where he was conſum'd by a-flow Fire, 
All the Time of his Torments he ſtood immoyeable, at laſt 
rceiving his End to approach, he fell on his Knees, and 
Ping his Head, yielded up his Soul to God“ The Idolaters 
admir'd his Conſtancy, and frankly conteſsd;: that nothing leſs 
than a Divine Power cou'd have ſupported his Body in ſo long 
and ſevere Torments. He liv'd thirty eight Vears in the So- 
ciety, and dy'd at the Age of fifty ſeven. He honour'd the 
Church of Japan with à glorious Martyrdom, us: did alſo 
three ir of 2 1 — — the Soci- 
ety, Anthony Quimura hib Nephew, and ary Wife to Thomas 
which two laſt beheaded for the Holy Faitun 
The other Religious of the ſaid Order, who dy'd on this 
memorable Day, were Brother Anthony Quinuira of the King- 
dom of Aficata, Brather Peter Sampo, of the Province of Oxi, 
2 Man much admir'd by the great Ones, for his excellent 
Qualities, Brother Conſaluns Fuſa: of Bigen, who before his Con- 
verſion, had ſeveral conſiderable Places at Court, and Brother 
Michael Xumpto of Boari, deſcended of Chriſtian Parents. Theſe 
four Servants of God, having built a Kind of Hermitage on 
the Top of a Mountain near Nang aſaqui, led a moſt Angeli- 
cal Life. But the Perſecution; coming on, they diſpers d them- 
ſclyes about the Country, inſtructing the Infidels, viſiting the 
Sick, relieving the Poor, andl attending the Fathers by Way 


of Catechiſts in the Miſſions. Being afterwards taken, and 


confin'd to the Priſons of Omura, they earneſtly petition'd to 
be admitted into the Society, which was readily granted. They 
made their Noviceſnip under] the Direction of Father Charles 
$p;nola, who; train'd them up in the two Years they liv'd in 
thoſe Dungeons, in all Sorts of Virtue, ſo as to deſerve the 
Honour of Martyrdom, which they ſuffer'd with moſt admi- 
rable Conſtancy. Anthony was fifty Years of Age, Peter and Cen- 
ſaluus forty, and Michael thirty three. 

The three others were admitted immediatly before their Death. 
Brother Thomas Acafoæxi was à Gentleman of Finge, and general- 
ly noted for his warlike Exploits. Being afterwards. illuminated 
with the Light of Faith, he entirely devoted himſelf to the 
Service of God, leaving all his Poſſeſſions to accompany the 
Fathers that were baniſh'd to Manila. Not long after, re- 


turning Home to Japan, he made himſelf Companion to Fa- 


Uu ther 


330 The Hiſtory of the” Church of] AP AN. 
ra, and did great Service in the Miſſion: 


ther Sebaſtien | 
The Manner of taking him Prifoner is ſomething remarkable. 
The Soldiers that ſeiz' d Father Quinwre, too away with 
them a certain Youth of the Family, and this on | Suſpicion 
that he was Catechiſt to the Father. Thomas was too much 
perplex'd in his Thoughts to take notice what paſt, but hearing 
the Servant of the Houſe was ſeiz d by Miſtake, he purſu'd the 
Soldiers, and ſurrender'd bimſelf in his Place. Ton 5magin 
(aid he) this Touth ta be the Father Catechiſt, there's no futh 
Thins, I am the Man, give me bis Chains, and ſend bim Hoy, 
They did ſo, and conducted him to the Priſons of 2 
where he liv'd for the Space of two Vears, and was after. 
wards” burnt Alive, imitating herein our Lord, who was both 
bound and murther'd to Ranſom his loſt Sheep. 
Brother John Ciungozu was Native of Amanguchi, He devoted 
himſelf from his firſt Converſion, to the Service of the Fs. 
thers, and not long after became Companion to Father Spin 
la, with whom he was taken, and carry'd before the Gover. 
nour. The Queſtion being put, whether he knew the [Father 
whom he ſerv*d; to be à Prieſt and Religious? One of the Con- 
pany to ſpare his Life, made Anfrrer for him in the Neys 
tive, but John preſently took him up, and confeſs d the Truth, 
declaring he waited on him on this Account, as knowing hin 
to be a Preacher of the Goſpel. He continu'd four Years it 
Priſon with the Father, and gave many ſignal Teſtimonies 
of his Charity, Patience, and Union with God in Prayer. 
Brother Lewis Cararo was Head of the Province of Tacx, 
and formerly Page in Arimendone's Court. Being afterwards 
baniſh'd by Prince Michael, and ſtripp'd of his Eſtate, he reti 
upon the Death of his Wife and Children to Nangafaqui, and 
built a little Cottage, where he ſpent all his Time in Con: 
templation of Heaven. The Soldiers with the Hopes of Diſco- 
vering ſome Religious, went frequently to viſit him, and in 
Concluſion, took him Prifoner, and carry'd him before the Go- 
vErnour. They were free at firſt to diſmiſs him, on Condition he 
wou'd not Preach the Chriſtian Religion for the future, but Lens 
proteſting againſt it, they committed him to the Priſons of Om 
ra, where mov'd with the edifying Life of Father Spinola, and the 
other Novices, he humbly begg'd to be admitted into the Society, 
and his Petition was granted. He and Thomas were both burnt 
Alive, but John for want of a Stake was beheaded. Thomas was fifty 


Years of Age, and Lewis forty, » 
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1 promis'd to ſay ſamething of Anthony Sanga, I mean him Ib Me. 
*. was faſten'd' to the firſt Stake towards the Sea Side, ag en of 
Captain: of that noble Squadron. He was | Nephew c Paul 5.1... and 
Fanta, a Perſon famous for his SanQity and Birth. Being ad- bis i o 
mitted into the Society, he grew ſo weak: and infirm, that he Children. 
was forc'd to leave the Order and return Home, where he 
led a —.— 2 452 Life, labouring indefatigably in the Sal- 
vation Bo 10 ee n | | 

gut as the beſt of Actions are ſubject to Cenſure, ſome in - 
diſcreet Chriſtians confidently reported, that Aut hany under the 
Mask of Religion, was carrying on ſecret Practices againſt 
the Church, and the Fathers of the Society. So foul and black 
a Calumny touch'd him to the very Heart. He went then ot 
his own Accord to the "Magiſtrates, and frankly confeſs'd he 
had hitherto made it his Buſineſs to inſtruct his Country- Men 
in the Law of the true God, and withall, he was refolv'd to 
continue in ſo laudable an Undertaking, notwithſtanding the 
Xogune's Edits to the Contrary, for he fear d no Torments, 
and ſhould think himſelf happy, to forfeit his Life in £ juſt 


4 Cauſe. © TIE 3 x18 2307-13 Tit | | 

The Judges were ſurpris' d to ſee a Man accuſe himſelf in 
this Manner, and would gladly have ſpar'd him, in Conſidera- 
tion of his Family; but 10 ——— a Profeſſion, oblig'd them 
to alter their Meaſures, and commit him to Priſon, where he 
diligently pre 9 — _ —— Bein —— to 
die, he conceiv'd an ea re o entring to the Society, 
and wrote as follows to the Frovincilc. 
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Reverend Father, 


| Humbly- crave Leave to addreſs your Reverence, as 4 Sun, er 
rather as 4 Slave of the Society of Feſus. Caſting within my ſe 
whence this great Mercy of dying for Jeſus Chriſ might axiſe, nexs 
to God, I muſt om it all from your holy Society, of which, I had 
once the Honour to be 4 Member, and all that know me, will confeſs, 
it was nothing but pure Want of Health that forc'd me aut. How- 
ever from that Time to this, I have always made it n Buſaneſs to 
aſſiſt both Heathen aud Chriſtian to the beſt of my Power in reading, 
Js catechizing and pre ac lung. Since my coming to  Nangaſaqui, I bap- 
mt tiz'd 32 Perfons, all Honour and Praiſe be ta God, and his. Society; 
ty for which my Relations generally had a moſt diſtinguiſhing Regard. 
It's 4 Satisfaction to me in Priſar, to think I had once the Honour 
Uu 2 to 
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bv ro preach- up the Virtues and Piety af your holy Founder Sr. Ignativs, 


| * but at the ſume Jime the Femembrance of that Day, "when through 2 
; _ - Weakneſs and Tifirmity, I was forc'd' te qt the Habit, tears my le 
Heart ro Pieces Alerbinit my Trouble at well cm ie that of ka 


Adam's, . ben ha nue umd but of PæradiſPꝓe. th 
| I7Y had once'(Reverend Fat her) reſolvd to petition yon For Read miſ.. no 
F fion, but to my Grief, they tell me it is nit faaſible,> ſo long! as my 23 
Wife is living. However, ſince Heaven is pleas'd to (deprive ime; if : 
| this © Happineſs, I conjure youby ail that*s' fatred, to lat me; die 4 Slave for 
__ at leaſt; of the Society, i I have ne Tome to ſay more. ſruſting they his 
| ind Se, Ignatius, an St. Francis Naverius, whom I, have alway fob 
| ſerd'd and honour'd with particular Devotion, I hope they I aſſiſt ne, the 
| at my Death, and condutt me to 4 bleſs d Eternit. ad 
1 | Next Morning they beheaded - Gaſpar: Cutenda, Gatechiſt and 5 
Companion to Father Cami llus Comſt ant ius ande two Children ba 
HFancis and Peter. Francisrwas Son to Coſmas, hom. they burnt pre 

alive three Years before, for the Faith. After his Father; ent 

Death, they ſent him to Hrando, where a Chriſtian Gentleman ma 

adopted him for his Son, but the Aegune ordering that all the 8 

Children of ſuch as had ſuffer d for the Faith, ſhould.-be- put ligi 

to Death, they ſeizd on Fraurit, and led him to Execution, lon 


where he behav'd bimſelf with a moſt (generous Reſolution, be- der 
ing at the Age of twelve V ears. 
Peter was only ſeven Vears of Age, and Son to Barbe. def 
lamem | Caunno, | whom he accempanied the Day before to der 

0 1 rhes ſuffer with him, but the Officers, by 
Forgetfulneſs or Deſigu taking no Notice of him he return d to 
Home. The Magiſtrates inform'd that he had made his Eſ- con 
cape, ask'd who ſet him away, and the Boy with a childiſ Acc 
Simplicity anſwer'd, His Feet, for ſeeing no Body take Notice of in t 
me (ſaid he) 7 took ” Heels and ran Home. With that the in | 


Barbarians threaten'd him with Torments, unleſs he would r ſuffe 
nounce his Faith, but finding him firm to his Reſolutions, th that 
condemn'd bim to die. N zd dt ot men 

Queſtionleſs it was 2 charming SpeQacle, to ſee | a Child info 


at his Vears walk with ſo much Cheerfulneſs to Execution. 1 
He told the Guards, That he had ſeen ſome Fathers of the Society ſuffe 
(whom he nam'd and deſcrib'd by. their Features) fitting under 
the Shade of 4 Tree, and making towards them, found himſelf him 
inſpir'd to reply as he did to the judges. And no doubt it licks 
was a Viſion that animated him to ſuffer. Death, with ſo much tion 
Conſtancy. The Bodies of the two Children were burnt with 

the reſt, and their 'Aſhes thrown into the Sea. 


In 
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In fro a Village near Nanga/aqui, there was à deyout Family, 
vix. Father, Mother, two Children, and a Maid Servant, that 
led a moſt innocent Life. Being afterwards accus d for har- 


bouring the Religious, they condemw'd them to ſuffer. Three of 
them were burnt alive, and the other two beheaded... We have 

no farther Particulars otgheir Martyrdom, only that it fell on the 
2 8 9 


23th of Septembek: 5112 Theory UG DITA 312 eni3z367mes. 10 
The ſamè Year! alſo nine other Chriſtians were put; to Deat 


for harbouring Religious on Board their Ship. The Maſter; 


his Wife, and two Children were burnt by a flow--Fire, and 


four of the Marriners, with a Youth Beheaded. Their Names, 


tho” they came not to our Knowledge, are written in Hez- 
| [110T wOuvrmand 1 1 11 | A 


yea! . 190 Dünne TOI ot nin | 
Notwithſtand ing the Fury of the Perſecution, the Jeſuites as we Fight Re- 
have ſeen, eretted at Omi a Confraternity, vader the Title and Cong 
protection of St. Ignatius their Founder, where fifteen Hundred i, g 


entred themſelves, aſſembling together in private Places, to ani- r in tbe 


art yrtſiom. 


mate one another to ſuffer 


Speaking of Father Spin: ment ioni was made of, to Re-" 
ligious that!continu'd; i Friſon when the reſt had ſuffer d. Not 


long after the Number encreas d to eight. vi. Five of che Or- 
der of St. Dominick, namely Brother Thomes of Sumarega, Sir- 
nam'd of the _ Ghoſt,” and four Seculars, that made their Vows 
before they ſuffer d. As alſo Father Apollinaris, of the Or- 
der of St. Auſtin, and two ; others of the third Order. 
All theſe Religious by Gonzodo's,'Command,- were drawn out 
to Execution, but there was no need of dragging. them ike 
common Criminals, for they march'd cheerfully of their own 
Accord, and: expreſgd. a Satisfaction, as; was fair to be ſeen 
in their Countenances, They were all; burnt, by a flow Fire, 
in Preſence ' of an infinite Aſſembly, wo admird to ſee them 
ſuffer with ſo much Reſolution and Conſtancy. be Jeſuite 
that wrote this Relation into Europe, excus'd himſelf: for not 
mentioning Particulars, as not being then himſelf ſufficiently 
inform'd. They dy'd on the Twelfth of Seprember, 1622.  _ 

The ſame Day, and at the ſame Place too (as is ſuppos'd) 
ſulfer'd Lews Suquiuzeme, together. with his Wife, and another 
Relation, in hatred of Religion. This was he that diſguis'd 
himſelf like a Soldier, to have Part in the late Martyrs Re- 
licks. Lewis was burnt alive, but his Wife and the other Rela- 
tions were both beheadet. 1 po 


other Mar* 
yrs. 
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Several 
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Three other Chriſtians alſo ſeaPd the Faith with their Blood 
in Omura. The Chief of theſe was one Laurence Ayga Geo 

ques, a great Servant of God, baptizd by Father Coſmas & 
Torres, Companion to St. Francis Xaverius. He was Prefect 

the Confraternity of St. Ignatius, and acquitted himſelf of h 
Charge with indefatigable Zeal, viſiting the Sick, relieving the 
Poor, comforting the Afflicted, animating the Weak, and in 2 
Word, doing all the Offices of a zealous Miſſioner, and Apo- 


le. | L FT 0 $15! 213M | | 33 
1 The Governour of Omura, inform'd of his Manner of Living, 
difpatch'd two well Arm'd Men, to acquaint him with the 
News of his Death, for Preac the Law of Jeſas Chrift 2. 
gainſt the Emperour's Command. Laurence: told them they 
muſt certainly he miſtaken in the Perſon; not that he wWigz. 
fraid of Death, for he deſir'd nothing more, than to ſhed his 
Blood on ſuch an Account, but at the ſame Time, he cord un 
think himſelf worthy of ' ſuch an Honour. The Soldiers reply'd, 

he was the Perſon they ſought for, and ſo he muſt make 1 
more Words ont. With that the old Man wept for jeu, 
and falling on his Knees, bleſs'd God for ſo. great a Merch. 
Then turning to the Soldiers, he deſir'd them to walk in and 
refreſh themſelves, till he had diſpatch'd his Prayers, but they 
poſitively refus d it, and wou'd allow him no more Time tha 
was neceſſary f 0g. Woh 7 
Marina hearing what had paſt'd, and believing herſelf con- 
rehended in the Sentence, offer d of her own Accord to ben 
kim Company. Laurence march'd out cheerfully to the Place 
of Execution, and was beheaded, calling upon Jeſu and Mu 
ry. As for Marina, to her great Grief, they put off her N. 
ecution till farther Orders. * | 
The fame Day Michael Chiroca, a zealous and ſtout Cavali- 
er, gain'd' the Palm of Martyrdom. It was his Houſe where 
the Chriſtians aſſembled to their Prayers, and the Fathers laj * 
hid. The Governours, who bore him a' ſincere Reſpect, ſeat , 
frequently to admoniſh bim of the Danger, aſſuring him they 
wou'd be forc'd to put the Laws in Execution, if be did not Wi cor. 
immediatly give Satisfaction. But Mitharl not regarding their 
Threats, they ſent | fix ſtout Soldiers to put him to Death. | 
As Providence you'd have it, Michael happen'd to be walking Wl 5, 
at that Time in the Fields, and ſeeing them make toward 
him, he march d up to meet them, and they deliver'd ther 5:7 
Commiſſions. Gentlemen, (ſaid he) if you came upon any other _ 
Arcount beſides Religion, 1 word ſhew you 4 Tryal of Skill, but + 
07s 
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mſcience # Murter in Queſtion, let's walk in, fer Il make. = 
porn The Soldiers believing he wou'd ſtand on the —— 
took their Opportunity, and Aſſaſſinated him on the Ways 
He ſuffer'd at the Age of ſeven-and Fifty, at a Plate near Om 
4. 4 0 | 97 ; als 21-4 ant For Þ 
a The Third that gave his 'Life for Jeſus Chriſt, was one A- 
chael Fucunda, of the County of Suſara. Being well born, the 
Toms chief Miniſters advis'd him by all Means to ſubmit to 
the Emperour, and oblig'd all his Relations do de the ſame: 
One of his Couſins, after enlarging himſelf upon the-Feats; of 
his Anceſtors, and the Preferments which were deſign'd} him 
by the Court, finding he took no Notice of what was - ſaid, 
few into à violent Paſſion, declaring he had Orders from the 
Governour to take off his Head, if he did not immediatly com- 
ply. The Cavalier heard him patiently all the While, and 
knowing he was condemn'd to ſuffer, invited all his Friends 
to a Feaſt. When the Table was drawn he took Leave of 
all the Company, and particularly of his ancient Father, and 
ſo march'd out tu Execution, ſinging Palms, and praiſing God, 
2s he paſs'd thro? the Streets. Every' one admir'd to ſee a 
young Man, in the Flower of his Age, prefer Death before 
the Advantages of Fortune, and this purely for Religion's Sake. 
Being enter d into the Field of Battel, he fell on his Knees, 
and made a long Prayer; then making a Sign to his Couſin, 
he immediatly ſtruck off his Head. He ſuffer d on the Seventh 
of October 1622, and the Chriſtians enterr'd his Bod. : 
Omura, formerly the Sanctuary of Religion, became at this 777 
Time the very Theatre of the Per ſecution. Amongſt the o- Conftercy- 
ther Martyrs, which Pm forc'd to paſs over in Silence, there 
were three Ladies of Quality that diſtinguiſt'd themſelves in 4. 
the Combat. Peter Amaſugus, one of the zealouſeſt Chriſtians, chooujz- 
ling to loſe his Head rather than betray his Conſcience, they 
confiſcated his Eſtate, and by that Means reduc'd his poor Fami- 
ly to the laſt Extremity. One of the Magiſtrates going one 
Day to viſit Fuſta after her Son's Death, offer'd of his own Ac- 
cord, to provide for her and the Family, on Condition, that 
ſhe wou d ſubmit to the Emperour's Pleafure. No, (reply'd the 
Lady) that's impoſſeble, as my Son is gone, all Ican wiſh, is to tread in 
hs Footſteps, and ſuffer after his Example. A ti] 
She had a Daughter of fourteen Years of Age, call'd Mary, 
re Siſter to the Gentleman deceas'd, whom the Judge offer'd to 
adopt for his Child, on Condition ſhe wou'd Adore the Idols. 

Excuſe me Sir, (reply'd the Girl) J Adore one Ged, Maker of 
| Heaven 
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Heaven and Earth; my Brother died for his Sate, and I am ut 
% do the ſame.” Yowll adopt me for your Daughter? May be, 
Bin I (Wall ever conſont to have my Brothers Executioner and 4 
Hen of Jeſus Chriſt, for m. Farber. 20 284 203 36 (4510) 3h 
The Judge much diſpleas'd at this Slight of his Kindnef, 
addreſs'd himſelſ to Agatha her Mother, who was then big with 
Child, by a malicious Contrivance, preſs'd her: in the Name 
of old Juſta her Parent, to renounce” the Faith. As for the 
Child in your Womb, be not under any Concern for it, I in- 
tend if it's a Son (faid he) to leave him Heir to all my Eſtate, 
and fo you will have no Reaſon to take on, for your Husband'; 
Death. Agatha ſtartVd at his Propoſals, proteſted ſhe would 
rather have the Child die in her Womb, than truſt him, in 
the Hands of his Father's Executioner: For the reſt, ſhe 
expected nd Favour from him, hoping ſuddainly to enjoy her 
Spouſe, in Heaven, together with the Fruit of her Womb. 
The judge having made Report of it tothe Governour, the three 
Ladies were condemn'd to ſuffer the Night following. They 
828 before an Image of our Saviour, ther 
reſſing themſelves, in their beſt Robes, they march'd out to Ex. 


ecution, accompany'd by above three hundred : Chriſtians, that 


aſſembled together on this Occaſion: Agatha perceiving the 
Ground ſtain'd with her Husband's Blood fell down on her 
Knees, with Juſta and Mary on either Side, and after ſome 
few Prayers, the Executioners ſtruck off their Heads. This Mar- 
tyrdom fell on the ↄth of Oftob, 1622. 5 KY 


ne 44: It's now high Time to begin with the Paſſion of Father 
mirable Camillus Conſtantius,. of the Society of Jeſus. He was born in 
Martyrdom Calabria, of a good Family, and ſtudied at Naples, partly at the 


of "Father 
amillus 


ſeſuites College, and partly amongſt th®Canoniſts. He con- 


Conftan. ſtantly ſhunnd all Manner of ſuſpected Company, went 
tius of the regularly to the Sacraments every Week, and aſſiſted at the 
Society of Congregation of our Bleſſed Lady in the Jeſuits College, every 


Feſus. 


Sunday. Moreover, he faſted frequently, daily diſciplin'd his 
Body, and in a Word, was a perfect Pattern of Chriſtian Life, 
inſomuch, that his Companions who could not endure to be 
check'd in their Diſorders and Liberty by his Religious Com- 
portment, reſolv'd to rob him of his InnocencſdeQ. 

To this End, being the Carnival Time, by a Diabolical 
Malice, they hir'd a notorious Harlot, and privatly convey'd 
her by Night into his Chamber. The young Man ſurpris'd to 
ſee ſo beautiful a Woman in his Room, and inflam'd with the 


Spirit of God, commanded her in an imperious Tone, to be 
F. , - g * gone 


. „ . 
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gone immediatly out of the Houſe. © Go (ſaid he) infamous Crea- . 
ture, and look after your Conſorts. Depart immediatly, or TI caſt- 
ou headlong out of the Window. The Harlot frighten'd at his 
Threats, and yet not willing to venture, herſelf in the Streets 
an that Time of Night with ſo many Jewels about her, begg'd 
of him to let her ſtay in any Corner of the Houſe till Morn- 
ing. But that wou'd not do neither, for the Chaſt Joſeph 
arming himfelf with the Buckler of Faith, thruſt her out, and 
hut the Door upon her. That done, taking the Crucifix into 
his Hand, he gave Thanks to God for aſſiſting him with his 
Holy Grace in this Time of Battel, humbly beſeeching the Ble/- 
%% Virgin to preſerve his Innocence. By that Time he had 
done his Prayer, in comes his Servant, and impudently re- 
roaches him, for turning out a Woman at that Time of 
Night. Camillus had no Patience with him, What (ſaid he) 
you that eat my Bread to tempt me too? And gave hima Box on 
the Ear. | 
One Heroical Action makes a Saint, and more than proba- 
ble, this was the Foundation, on which he rais'd afterwards 
that noble Structure. He enter'd into the Society at twenty 
one Years of Age, and twelve Years after imbark'd for the 
Indies, By Inclination he lean'd entirely to China, but Divine 
Providence order'd it otherwiſe, and. ſent him to Japan. He 
labour'd there for nine Years together, with an Apoſtolical 
Zeal. He was a Religious Man of conſummate Virtue, and en- 
du'd with all the Ornaments of Nature and Grace. He was 
of a tall Stature, and ſo engaging in his Carriage, that every 
one lov'd him. His Looks were a perfect Image of his Soul, 
afable, obliging, courteous, and yet bold and intrepid when 
Occaſion ſerv'd, as Hector himſelf. Zealous alſo to the laſt 
Degree of the Glory of God, aad Salvation of Souls, which 
made him venture at all, without Regard to Danger, or very 
Death it ſelf. | tix 4 | 
In the Year 1614, Dayſuſama having baniſh'd the Jeſuites out 
of Japan, he retir'd amongſt the reſt to Aſeaco a Town in Chi- 
na, where after his laſt Vows, he ſpent ſeven Years in turn- 
ing over the Books of the Bonzes in China and Japan, with 
2 Deſign to confute their Errors, which yet did not hinder him 
from teaching and preaching about the Country. Being then 
arm'd at all Points againſt theſe Sects, he ask'd Leave of his 
Superiours to return to Japan, and arriv'd there in the Year 
1621 under a Soldiers Weed, together with two more Fathers 


of the ſame Order: The Idolaters on Board the Ship eaſily 
X x dif- 
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diſcover'd who he was, and notwithſtanding his little Arts and 
Practices to conceal himfelf from their Knowledge, the Turn 
of his Face, together with the Modeſty and Sweetneſs of his 
Behaviour, made it a clear Caſe. 

The Maſter of the Ship (tho' Chriſtian) perceiving himſelf 
in Danger, reſolv'd to betray the Father to the Governour of 
Nangaſaqui, and would certainly have done it too, if the Chri. 
ſtians had not bought him off. This Danger over, they ſent 
him to gen, thence to Caraſſu, and ſo to Firando, where he 
ſtole privatly into the Priſons, to adminiſter the holy Sacra. 
ments to the Chriſtians, who ſuffer'd there for the Faith. He 
viſited alfo the Villages, for a Matter of five Leagues round, 
hearing Confeſſions, and adminiſtring Sacraments Day and 
Night. , 

n Concluſion, he paſsd over into the Iſland of 7quiſiqu, 
where he reap'd incredible Fruit of Souls. Amongſt the reſt, 
he confeſs'd an Idolater's Lady. This Lady had been earneſt 
with her Husband for a long Time, to embrace the Faith, and ha- 
ving now ſo favourable an Opportunity, ſhe preſs'd him again 
and again to enter into himſelf. The Husband after much ado, 
conſented in Appearance to her Requeſt, and learning from her 
the Father's Rout, gave Notice of it to the Governour, with 
Advice to purſue his Point. 

The Governour to loſe no Time, mann'd out ſeveral Boats, 
and diſpatch'd them to the Port of Uqui, where they fell in 
with a ſmall Ship bound for Firando. The Soldiers boarded 
her immediatly, and demanded the European Religious. The 
Father ſurrendring himſelf, they ſtood as *twere immoveable, 
and not a Man laid Hands on him, ſtruck, as it's ſaid, with 
a certain Air of Majeſty, that thea appear'd in his Counte- 
nance. What's more, having bound the Maſter, with one 4 
guſtin Ota, and Gaſpar Cotenda his Catechiſts, they earneſtly 
invited the Father to ſet down and dine with them. 

Next Day they took the Way of Firando, with the Father 
and his two Catechiſts, the reſt of the Crew were left behind 
at Iquit ſuqui. Being now ready to part, the Father addreſs 
himſelf to his Patron in theſe memorable Words. Adieu dear Bro- 
ther John, God at laſt is plead to hear our Prayers. I beſeech and con- 
jure you, by the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, be grateful to his divine Ma- 
jeſty and perſevere to the End in your good Purpoſes. Give your Lie 
freely for his Sake that ſacrificed himſelf for Love of you. Then 
humbly thanking him, for entertaining him in his Houſe, the) 
embrac'd, and ſo parted not without Tears, on both _ 
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Being arriv'd at Firando, they conducted him before the Go- 
rernour of the Province, in Order to be examin'd, and com- 
mitted to Priſon. What happen'd in that Meeting, we may 
gather from his own Account, out of a Letter ↄf his #0 the Rector 
of Nangaſaqui. | vu LIE ( N. 


Believe your Reverence bath heard before this af; * 55 riſa 
ment. Be not concern d, for it's truly Matter of Jay, — 5 


fert to me, and J hope all aur Fathers will joyn mith me, in Thanks- 


giving to God for ſo infinite a Favour. I arriv'd. at the Iſland of 
Ucugato on the 24th of April, aud was ſeiz'd there by - ſeveral 
Boats of arm d Men. The Soldiers treated me in this Voyage with 
particular Reſpect. Being led to the Tribunal of Firando, the Judge 
ald me my Name, and my Reaſon of coming into Japan ? I told 
im 1 was Prieft of the Society of Jelus, known - the Name 
of Camillus Conſtantius. Then I gave him my Motides for com- 
ing into the Country, and preſented an Apollagy fitted for the Oc- 
ceſon. He ad me afterwards why 1 did nat obey the Emperour 
of Japan ? To this I anſwer'd, that . as the Chriſtian Religion teaches 
her Children to obey the Secular Princes in all Things, where. the 
Law of God does not interfere, ſo by the ſame Rule, where Princes 


run counter to theſe Orders, and command . contrary to the 


Divine Lam, as the Emperour of japan does, by interditting the 
Exerciſe of the Chriſtian Religion in his States, we ought to have 
no Regard to ſuch Commands, With that one of the Judges nettled 
at this Liberty of Speech, ſaid aloud, I deſerd Death, and imme- 
diatly the Soldiers flung a Cord about my Neck, and drago'd me 
to the Priſons of Iquinozuma, where I continue at this . i 
the Company of two Religious, that were lately taken by the Engliſh 
Privateers coming from Manila. Our Life is 4 continual Faſt, living 
altogether on Herbs and Rice. I Preach frequently to the Guards, 
and they appear to be ſatisfied with my Diſcourſe, but the. Xogune'⸗ 
Edicis defeats all their good Purpoſes. In the mean Time we ex- 
pet Orders from Court, By God's Grace I'm prepair'd againſt all 
Events, However, I hope youll be mindful of me in your Prayers, 
aud pardon my Faults. My tender Reſpeits to the Fathers and Bro- 
er. I long impatiently for the News of my Death. 


He wrote alſo to another Father of the Society as follows. 
To my great Comfort Im now in Priſon for the Faith. When they 
fung a Cord about my Neck at Firando, it was really a Pleaſure 
to me, above what can be expreſsd. I declar'd as much to the 
Judges; but being Strangers to this Miſtery, they took my Words 
X 2 for 
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for meer 52 1 took Occaſion from hence to explicate my Thought, 


and the Reaſons that indut d me to believe my ſelf happy. 
” In another Letter alſo to Father Paul Navar, Rector of the 
College of Arima, and a Priſoner for the holy Faith, he writes 
thus. I remember very well what you ſaid in your laſt, that you hop d to ſee 
me in Heaven, either a Confeſſor or Martyr. Dear Father, thro God's 
Grace, I hade had the Honour to confeſs Jeſus Chriſt before the Triby. 
nal of Firando, and for that Reaſon Im now confin d Priſoner in this 
little Corner of the World, Who knows but I may die before you, It; 
true, I do not deſerve that Favour, &c. | 

In the mean while, the Emperour hearing of his Impriſonment, 
and incens'd againſt thoſe Fathers for preaching contrary to 
the Laws, the Chriſtian Religion in Japan, order'd that Father 
Camillus ſhould be burnt alive, and his Companions to be he. 
headed, The Officers poſted immediatly to Firando with the 
News, and hurry'd away the poor Father to Execution. Six 
Toni (or Governours) ſtood waiting for him at the Water-ſide, 
and amongſt the reſt, one of Gonzoco's Officers. The Father, 
laden as he was with Chains, made him a low Reverence, and 
thank'd him for taking ſo long and tedious a Voyage on his 
Account. | 

The Place appointed for the Execution, was a certain Plain 
calPd Tabara, without the Walls of Firando, and bordering upon 
a Neck of the Sea that runs betwixt the Town and Cittadel, 
Vaſt Crowds of People flock'd thither, and amongſt the reſt ſe- ˖ 
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veral Engliſh and Hollanders. The Father being enter'd the n 
Liſt, ou eſs'd himſelf aloud, Prieſt, and Religious of the Soci- 4 
ety of Jeſus, and humbly begg'd all the Chriſtians to pray for 

him. 


Soon after, the Officer ty'd him to his Stake. Then the Father 
ſeeing himſelf on this noble Theatre, after repeating again and 
again, that he ſuffer'd for preaching the Law of Jefus Chriſt, 
turn'd towards the People, and made an admirable Diſcourſe 
on thoſe Words of the Goſpel, Don't fear thoſe that kill the Body, 
concluding with this ſhort Reflection on himſelf. A/ Body, ſooner 
or later, muſt certainly be reduc'd to Aſhes ;, but as for my Soul, it's not 
in the Power neither of Man nor Death to hurt it. 

In the mean while, the Executioners kindled the Fire, and 
the Smoak ſurrounded him on all Sides. This notwithſtanding, 
he continu'd preaching all the while, inveighing againſt the Sects 
of the Bonzes, and exhorting the People to embrace the Law of 
Jeſus Chriſt, out of which there was no Salvation. - 

me 
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Some little Time after, to the great Aſtoniſhment of the 
Multitude, the Flames divided, and the Father was plainly 
ſeen at his Prayers, with the greateſt Peace and Tranquility 
imaginable, not unlike the three Children in the Babylonian 
Furnace. Then raiſing his Voice, he ſung in a moſt harmo- 
nious Tune the Pſalm. Laudate Dominum omnes Gentes. At 
Gloria Patri his Voice began ſenſibly to fail, inſomuch, that 
all concluded he was expiring ; but the valiant Soldier of Je- 
ſw Chriſt fetching new Breath, fell a Preaching again, both in 
Latin and Japone xe; and like another St. Laurence, with his 
Body half roſted, bleſs'd Almighty God for doing the Honour to 
let him die for his holy Name. 

After a ſhort Pauſe, he cry'd out three ſeveral Times; Oh 
how well T am ! An Expreſſion commonly us'd by all Japonians when 
they have a Mind to ſhew their Joy. In the mean Time the 
Flames having reach'd his Cloaths, and] ſurrounded him on e- 
very Side, all gave him over for dead, but to their great 
Surpriſe, this glorious Prieſt of the Living God, being come 
| to the laſt Part of the Sacrifice, as if he had been at the 
i Altar, repeated five Times together with a ſtrong and tune- 
able Voice, the Angelical Triſagium, Santtus, Sanctus, Sanctus, 
K and ſo yielded up his Soul to God. 


8 The People that ſaw this Miracle, and the Engliſh and Hol- 

landers in particular, were much ſurprisd, frankly confeſſing 
that ſuch Reſolution and Courage was much above the Power 

, of Nature. He dy'd the Fifteenth of September 1622, at the Age 

N of five and fifty Vears. 

a The Companions of Father Camillus, viz. Auguſttn Ota, and The Com- 


Gaſpar Cotenda his Catechiſts, as alſo Damien Maſter of the Ship, penions_of 


| and John Sacamoto his Patron, were ſtill lying in the Dungeons — | 
of Iquinoxima. Auguſtin being, deſirous to die a Member of the P'S 2 

: : _ 4 | to Deaths. 

2 Society, the Superiour (at Father Camillus's Requeſt) granted 
his Petition, and what's remarkable, of ſeveral Letters which 

6 the Provincial wrote, there was not one came to his Hands, 


. beſides this for his Admiſſion, and that too arriv'd only one 
x Day before his Death. He made his Vows to Father Camil- 
1 lus, and ſeal'd with his Blood the Profeſſion he had made. 
His Martyrdom fell on the Tenth of Auguſt 1622. He was 


þ Native of Ogica in the Kingdom of Firando, and train'd up 
under the Diſcipline of the Bonzes. Coming afterwards to Goto 
at the Age of fifteen Years, he turn'd Chriſtian, and exercis'd 


* the Office of Satriſtan of the Church of Frans, till ſuch Time 
P as. 
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as Father Camillus made Choice of him for Companion in the fo 
Miſſions. | g 
The Governour of Nang aſaqui having demanded. Gaſpar 35 80 
his Citizen, the holy Man march'd cheerfully to his Trihy. W 
nal, and there publickly made Profeſſion of his Faith. They Pl 
condemn'd him to die for being Catechiſt to Father Camillus, th 
and accordingly executed him at Nangaſaqui on the Bleventh Ve 
of September 1622. He was deſcended of an ancient and ng. to 
ble Family of Nangæſaqui, and Nephew to Anthony Cotenda, ſo fo 
often mention'd in this Hiſtory, His Parents were both 10 
baniſh'd for the Faith, and himſelf honour'd his Family with 
a glorious Martyrdom at the Age of twenty one Years. to 
Damien, who convey'd Father Camillus from Place to Place in 
in his Ship, was ſeiz'd, and examin'd whether the Religious Of 
he had on Board had not lately reſcu'd the European out of 74 
Priſon ? I know no ſuch Perſon (reply'd Damien.) Gentleman of 
T have here is a Religious Man, of the Society of Jeſus, known by ſu 
the Name of Father Camillus Conſtantius. hat need of ſo mam ſte 
Queſtions? I confeſs I have violated the Xogune's Edicts, and that's D 
enough to take away my Life. The Judges reply'd, it was ſtill in ſh 
his Power to ſave himſelf, in caſe he wou'd imitate the Ex- tt 
ample of other great Perſons, and renounce his Faith. y us 
means, (continu'd Damien) I had rather be torn to Pieces, With N 
that the Soldiers conducted him to a Monaſtery of the Bonzez, t 
where he met with John Sacamoto, Father Camillus's Patron. 01 
This was a ſenſible Satisfaction to both Parties, but as Provi- E 
dence wou'd have it, it prov'd to be of ſhort Continuance, a 
for Preaching the Goſpel to the People that came to viſit n 
— them, the Guards ſeparated them, and remov'd them to diffe- 0 
rent Priſons. ; 6] 
Damien being now all alone, one of the Judges (a near Rela- fe 


tion and Friend of his) fell upon him, conjuring him by all 

that was Dear, to obey the Emperour, and fave his Life. Ds 0 
mien excus'd himſelf, praying he wou'd not think of putting k 
him upon ſo deteſtable Practiſes, for as God was his Principle f 
and only Friend, of whom he had receiv'd ſo many Favours, h 
the Leaſt he cou'd do, was to make him a Sacrifice of his I 


Life. | 0 
Whilſt Damien was under Examination, in comes John Saca- b 
moto, Father Camillus's Patron. He was a Perſon of an affable, 
obliging, and curteons Humour, and extreme Charitable. E- q 
very one admir'd him for his excellent Qualities, and the Judges | 


in particular labour'd to fave his Life. But all wou'd not 2 
or 


— — 
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for perſiſting conſtant in his Reſolutions, they were forc'd a- 
gainſt their Wills to proceed to Sentence. As Damien was 
going to Execution, by great Providence, he met on the Way 
with John Cumamote, who was condemn'd to ſuffer in the ſame 
Place. It's not to be expreſs'd what Joy they both felt at 
this unexpected Meeting. Happy Day ! (ſaid John) O bleſſed Day! 
Very true, (reply'd Damien), for it's Friday, 4 Day conſecrated 
to the Memory of our Lord's Paſſion. Let's ſuffer then cheerfully 
for him that died for us. Death that divides others, will unite 


MH. 

After ſome other Diſcourſe on the Way, they came at laſt 
to the River Side, where a Multitude of People were expe&- 
ing them, partly out of Curioſity, and partly out of Devoti- 
on, to Kiſs their Garments. John perceiving a great Croud, 
rais'd his Voice, and cry'd aloud; J die for no Crime beſides. that 
of ſerving the true God, The Executioners hearing take 
ſuch Liberty of Speech, ſlipp'd a Cord about his Neck, and 
ſtop'd his Mouth. That done, they put them on Board, and 
Damien having his Hands looſe, to expreſs his Earneſtneſs of 
ſhedding his Blood, took up an Oar, and row'd along with 
the Seamen, ſinging the Praiſe of God. | | 

The Place appointed for Execution, was a little Iſland call'd 
Nicayenoxima. John's Boat coming in firſt with the Land, he 
ſtep'd on Shoar, bearing the Names of the Cams and Foroques 
on his Forehead. This was done by main Force, and his 
Hands being ty'd, he had no Way to right himſelf, but by 
a publick Profeſſion of his Faith, proteſting theſe falſe Divi- 
nities were all damn'd, and that he dy'd purely for the Love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, With that he fell on his Knees, and ſayin 
Jeſus, Maria, the Executioners ſtruck off his Head. He fg 
fer'd in the Year 1622, being two and fifty Years of Age. 

Preſently after comes up Damien, and ſeeing his Compani- 
on's Body lie extended on the Ground, he proſtrated, and 
kiſsd it, ſaying, O bleſſed Martyr ! now reignins with God in 
Heaven, pray for me. Then pauſing a While, he cry'd out, Bleſ- 
ſed be the Holy Sacrament of the Altar! And the Executioner 
immediatly took off his Head. He was two and forty Years 
ot Age, and ſuffer'd on the 27th of May, 1622. Their Bodies were 
doth caſt into the Sea. 

Tho” nothing is more precious in the Sight of God, and more Divers 
adrantagious to Religion than the Combat of the Martyrs, yet in eber Mar- 
Regard the Number 1s ſo great, Pm forc'd to paſs over many that“ 
we may treat more at large of the reſt. 


When 
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When Father Camillus was ſeiz d on Board, of Damien's Ship: 
they apprehended two of the Seamen, Paul Sogiro, and Joly 
Mataſac, who expreſs'd a more than ordinary Deſire of ſuffer. 
ing. They continu'd three Months in Priſon, and in Coy. 
cluſion were condemn'd to loſe their Heads. Paul rendered 
Thanks to God, for ſo ſignal a Favour, and begg'd very ear. 
neſtly of the Guards to fetter him. John alſo on his Side did 
the ſame, and both together march'd cheerfully to Execution, 
exhorting the Chriſtians as they went along to perſevere con. 
ſtantly in the Faith. The Governour in Conſideration of their 
Youth (for Paul was only 35, and John 25) had a ſtrong 11. 
clination to ſpare their Lives, but finding them inflexible in 
their Reſolutions, he was forc'd to fign the Warrant for their 
Execution. They were both beheaded on the 26th of Jul, 
1622. 4 

About the ſame Time alſo, ſuffer'd another Paul, ſirnam'd 
Mori mau Gazayemon, a venerable and devout old Man of four- 
ſcore Years of Age. He ſpent moſt of his Time in Works of 
Picty and Charity, viſiting the Sick, burying the Dead, com- 
forting the afflicted, and aſſembling the Chriſtians to their 
Prayers in his Houſe. Being cited before the Judges, he march'4 
cheerfully to the Tribunal, in the Confidence of ſhedding his 
Blood for Jeſus Chrift. The Governour meeting with him upon 
the Road, order'd he ſhould be conducted to a certain Mona- 
ſtery of the Bonzes, where he was attack'd by the moſt ſubtle 
and refin'd Wits of the Country. But they found, they had 
to do with an old experienc'd Warrier, for he retorted the 
Arguments upon themſelves, laid open their Illuſions and Im- 
poſtures, and eſtablifh'd by invincible Reaſons, the principle 
Myſteries of our Faith. 

The Governour finding the Project took no Effect, reſolv'd 
to force him into Complyance by Dint of Torments. They 
led him then to the Sea Side, and tying a Stone about his 
Neck, threatn'd to drown him if he did not immediatly call 
upon the Idols. Paul, far from being ſurpriz'd, went of his 
own Accord into the Boat, and bid them put off to Sea. With 
that the Soldiers ſhut him up in a Sack, and bid him once 
more take the Matter into Conſideration. 

Paul ſtood immoveable like a Rock, and with ſenſible Feel- 
ing reply'd, that being bred up a Chriſtian from bis Infancy, there 
mas no Occaſion for farther Thought, that Men of his Years had 
little to hope for in this World, and as God had been fo liberal in 


his. Mercies, he repented for nothing but that he had net lov'd and 
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ferv'd bim 4s he deſervd. The Barbarians touch'd to the Quick 


at this Liberty of Speech, bound him Hand and Foot, and ex- 


tending him on the Ground, leap'd upon his Belly, trod him 
under their Feet, and then threw him over Board, with a 
Stone about his Neck. What's remarkable, he continu'd for an 
Hour together above Water, before he ſunk, praiſing God and 
triumphing over the impious Cruelty of the Idolaters. His 
Martyrdom fell on the ſecond of June, 1622. ES rh 

The ſame Year and ſame Month alſo, a noble Chriſtian call'd 
Joachim, endur'd many Aſſaults from the Heathens. Hearing 
they had cited him before the Magiſtrates, he calb'd his Family 
together, and earneſtly exhorted them to perſevere conſtantly 
in the Faith. But his Son who had nothing of his Father's Re- 
ſolution, feign'd himſelf ſick, and durſt not appear in Court. 
Upon this the Judges deputed five of their Officers to go and 


debauch the Parent, but to no Effect, for after five Days con- 


tinual Storm, they were forc'd to raiſe the Siege, and leave 
him Maſter -of the Place. lte | | 

So ſoon as they were gone, Joachim once more ſummon'd 
his Family together, conjuring them for the Love of God, who 
became Man to reſcue us from eternal Death, to bear above all 
Apprehenſions and Fears, and enter couragioully into the Field 
of Battel. I you compare (ſaid he) our Fires with that of Hell, 
neither Priſons, Chains, nor Croſſes will affrighten you. Make Ex- 
perience of your Virtue, and try whether you can ſuffer. 4 | Spark of 


| Fire on your Hand, tho only for a Moments ' Space. How then will 


you endure eternal Flames ? T1 

The Governour hearing that Joachim inſtead of complying 
with his Orders, was grown more wilful and obſtinate, con- 
fiſcated his Eſtate, and baniſh'd him to a poor Village calld 
Jamanda, there to- die of Hunger. Being reduc'd to extreme 
Want, they preſs'd vigorouſly to make him renounce his Faith, 


and fave his Life. Joachim, on the contrary, declar'd he would 


not be unfaithful to God, for all the Gold of Japan. This faid, he 
apply'd himſelf with new Fervour to his wonted Practices of 
Piety, and took a ſharp Diſcipline every Night. 

The Governour hearing he was charm'd with his Baniſhment, 
order'd the Soldiers to load him with Chains; but this ſtill en- 
creas'd his Joy, he ſung continually the Praiſes of God, even in 
the ſharpeſt Sufferings, and compos'd a ſhort Motet with. theſe 
tew Words. 

The Weight of my Sins ſink me down below the Earth, 


But the Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt bears me up towards Heaven. 
Yy The 
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invented a new Torment, infinitely more painful than Death it 
ſelf. He commanded them to {trip his Wife ſtark Naked, and 
tie her to a Stake in his full View. The Soldiers were preparing 
to execute his Orders, and wou'd certainly have done their Office, 
if a Gentleman, who happen'd to paſs by in that -very Nick of 
Time, bad not interpos'd. However, not long after, they con- 
ducted Joachim by Water to the Mountain of Martyrs, and there 
ſtruck off his Head, He ſufſfer'd at the Age of ſeven and forty 
Years, T 15. 
On the Second of October Nine other Chriſtians were crown'( 
with Martyrdam at Nangaſaqri, and amongſt the Reſt, three lit- 
tle Children. They tormented. one of them for ſeven Days to- 
ther, to make him diſcover where the Religious lay bid, and ne- 
ver cou'd force one Word from him but this: Jeſus, Aria! Jer 
ſus, Maria! How I long to be in Heaven with my God ! The Execu- 
tioners eurag'd to ſee 'themſelyes overcome by a Child, cut 
his Body betwixt the Shoulders, and by an unparallel'd Cruelty, 
paur'd melted Lead into. the Wound, the little Creature crying 
all the Time as before, Jeſus, Maria Jeſus, Maria How I 
long to be in Heaven with my God Upon this the Judges order'd 
that he and his Family ſhay'd> be burat alive, which was done, 
and their Aſhes thrown into the Sea. It's pity our Letters from 
Japan give no farther Particulars, but the Perſecution was ſo hot, 
that the Fathers cau'd nat poſſibly learn any full Account of what 


bours, and continual Hurry of Buſineſs, wou'd not allow them to 
fet them down in Writing. - 9 40 
The Inprij- We are better inform'd of the Martyrdom of Paul Navar, of 
ſonment of the Society of Jeſus, as having all Particulars to the very Time 
Father he ſuffer d from his own Mauth. He was Native of Layne. in 
Paul 20 Calabria, he enter'd into the Society at the Age of Eighteen 
_—_ 4 Years, and was ſent to Japan in 1586. He apply'd himſelf at his 
Tefus. © firſt coming with great Diligence to the Study of the Language, 
inſomuch, that within a ſhort While he was able both to Preach 
and Write in Jeponeze. Three Months after his Arrival in thoſe 
Illands, they committed the Government of the Church of He 
to his Charge, and he continu'd 1a that Poſt till the Perſecution 
broke out under Taycoſama, which happen'd a Matter of ſeven 
Months after, at what time ke was forc'd to retire to Nangaſa- 
qui, and thence to Omura, and Arima, leaving every where vilible 
Marks of his Apoſtolical Charity and Zeal. He was employ'd 
afterwards in cultivating the Church of Amanguchi, founded by 
| St. 


The infamous Miniſter of Hell deſpairing of the Conqueſt, 


paſs'd in the more remote Parts, or it they did, their daily La · 
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St. Francis Auverim. Moreover he viſited the Kingdom of Nar- 
-ar0, and Bungo, and not without frequent Hazards of his Life. 
In the Year 1614, as the Perſecution grew more violent, he 
was forc'd to travel by Night in Diſguiſe, walking barefoor; and 
climbing up Rocks and Mountains, till he was all over gore 
Blood. ar, Tay Day in a Village, where the Soldiers made 
Search after him, he hid himſelf in a Cave under Ground, and 
liv'd there ſeveral Days with out any Aſſiſtance or Relief. From 
thence he went to Fimmga, travelling over high and craggy Moun- 
rains, and after numerous Converſions, return'd again to Bungo: 
Moreover, they made him Superiour of the Society in Tacacr, 
where he continu'd for three Years and a Half. In Concluſion 
they took him Priſoner. As to the Manner of it, J refer you to 
his own Letter, directed to Father Rector of Nangaſaqui. The 
Account is rather with the Longeſt, but Pm ſcrupulous to leave 
out any Particular, and the rather, becaufe it's edifying of it 
ſelf, and withall a ſtanding Relick of this glorious Martyr. 

In the Beginning of Advent, (ſays he) being calPd by the Pro- 
vincial on ſome; Buſmeſs, I went to Cazula, pr. oy made 4 gene- 
ral Confeſſion, and Mani feſtation of Conſcience. Then croſſing the 
Seas, I reſted two Ds at Obama, and thence travelld by Night 
to Faquirao, where I retird to make the” Spiritual 'Exerciſe 7 
F. Ignatius. In the mean Time I gave Notice to the Chriſtians | 
Arima, of my Intentions to keep Chriſtmas with them, deſiring 
they wou d all prepare themſelves 1 the Sacraments againſt that Time. 
But the Tono's Men being then abroad, I mas 2 fo + off 
my Journey till the Circumciſion. I continud all the Holy-Days at 
Facquirao, and parted by Night with two Guides for Arima. As 
| bout two a Clock of rhe Morning, one of the Tono's Footmen chaned 
to meet us, and believing I was Religious, took me by the Coat and 
ſei?d me. I told him he needed not to be under any Concern, for 
I bad no Thoughts of an Eſcape. With that he led me towards the 
Preſident, bur ſoon after repenting of what Fe had done, he turm d off to 
4 neiobhouring Heather's Houſe, and there left me. © . e 

Early in the Morning, the Tono, who livd at Ximabara, 4 
Matter of five Leagues from Arima, hearing of what had paſsd, 
Tas much concern d, and this partly cut of Kindneſs to the Fathers, 
and partly on his own Attount, as having lately ſaid in the Xogunes 
Preſence, that there, was Mot one Religious in all his States. Upon! this 
ne rote imntediatly to one of the Governours of Arima, bis intimate 
Friend, for his Advice upon the Matter, but at the ſame Time, in regard 
the News of my Impriſonment began to take Air, he diſpatc hd me under 
ſtrong Guard to the Tono of Ximahara. 

Ly 4 1 
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I difcoursd the Soldiers on the Way, upon the Articles of our Be. 
lief, and they were pleas'd to reliſh what 1 ſaid. Amongſt the reſt, 
the Commandant who had formerly been. Chriſtian, acknowledg'd his 
Fault, and promis'd to reconcile himſelf to the Church. Al the Time 
of my Impriſonment at Arima, they permitted both Heathen and 
Chriſtiau indifferemly to come and viſit me, and thro the Aſſiſtance 
of God, I reap'd conſiderable Advantages from this Indulgence. A. 
mongſt the reſt, my Patron and bus Wife, were both well affected t1 
aur Religion. I have Reaſon to commend them, for beſides a kind 
Entertainment in their Houſe, they came to viſit me at Ximabarg, 
and made me ſeveral Preſents. 5 | 
[ petition'd the Tono to commit me to the common Jayl, or at leaſt t. 
tranſport me to Omura amongſt the other Religious, but he would nt 
hearken to it by any Means. On the contrary, he deliver d me over t 
nine Chriſtians, partly of Arima, and partly 7 Ximabara, who willingly 
accepted of the Charge, At this preſent, I reſide with one Andrew 
Mangoyemon, the Tono's Favourite. I ſay Maſs daily in a littl 
Chappel, and hear the Confeſſions of the Chriſtians. Some Gentlemen, 
and Perſons of Quality too, come to viſit me. We ſpeak of nothing 
but the Happineſs of a future Life, or of natural Cauſes, and they 
Effects, 67, they ſeem well enough plead with the Diſcourſe. 
| The Tonohearing of our Conferences expreſſes a Deſire to ſee ne, 
and as I am told, intends to ſend for me to the Caſtle. In the mean 
Time, his Page came hither the other Day in his Name, and mad: 
me 4 Preſent of ſome Fruit, He added, that his Maſter was much 
concern'd for my Impriſonment, and would gladly have over-look'd 
me, as he had done before, to above ten more of our Brethren, whom he 
knew very well to be conceald in ſome Houſes of his Acquaintance. Hen- 
ever he 2 the Court would order me back to Mecao, and if it did, be 
relolv d to freight a Ship, and furniſh. me with. Proviſions for my 
Voyage, at his own Expence. But God forbid they ſhould ſend me 
back to China, I defire. to end my Days, and ſhed my Blood for 
Jeſus Chriſt. I had the Happineſs to meet with Father John Baptiſt 
Zola, and twice made my Confeſſion to him, I look daily for Or- 
ders from Court, and long impatiently to ſee the Event. 
Bugendono (tor ſo the Tee was call'd) being deſirous: to ſee 
the Father, ſeat privatly for him, to the Palace. The Reader 
perchance may be curious to know what paſs'd in this Viſit, 
and upon this Account, I have ſet down the Conference at 
large, and Word for Word, as the Father himſelf relates it, 
in one of his Letters to another Religious, of the ſame Sockety: 
* Buoendouo ſent for me at laſt to the Caſtle, and receiv'd me 
with diſtinguiſhiag Marks of Affection. He declar'd he Was 
In- 
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© infinitly ſorry for my Misfortune, and was pleas'd to treat me 
«with Fruit, and that Sort of Liquor which the Japonians uſe 
ein their Viſits of Ceremony. Preſently after, we fell into Diſ- 
courſe upon a future Happineſs. - There's one thing (ſaid he) 
in your Religion which I can't comprehend, why God that made all, 
© ſhould permit am one to be laoſm. | 

„Sir, (I reply'd) God ordain'd Man to be happy, by the 
Means of Virtue and good Works. He endu'd him with a 
free Will, to do Good or Evil, and this Order was moſt wiſely 
©contriv'd : For ſince he intended to be ferv'd by rational 
Creatures, it was not convenient to force their Wills, but to 
© leave them at Liberty to act as they pleas'd, or otherwiſe he 
« would not be ſerv'd by free Men, but by Slaves, which is far the 
{leſs honourable of the two. Moreover, he furniſ'd them with 
(all Helps neceſſary: for acquiring Virtue, and therefore if they 
© ated amiſs, it was purely their own. Fault, and ſo he ought 
to puniſh them as Rebels, and bafliſn them his Heavenly King- 
dom, which is prepar'd for thoſe that keep his Commandments, 
© and improve the Uſe of their free Will to the beſt Advan- 
ta e. F nne 991.115 
But my Lord, to juſtify the Providence of God, in this par- 
© ticular, I appeal to your own daily Practice. You, beſtow 
Lands and Penſions on your Vaſſals, but before theſe Favours 
*are diſpenc'd, you diſtinguiſh the Perſons, and have juſt Re- 
gard to every ones Merits, puniſhing the Rebels, and recom- 
 pencing your faithful Servants. Now Sir, if you that's a 
0 


* 
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mortal Man have Right to proceed in this Manner, how 

much more the Great God of Heaven and Earth, and Maſter 
*of the Univerſe ? 

The Tono ſatisfi'd with what I ſaid, cry'd out in his own 
Language, Mattomo Ge Goxari, which is as much as to ſay, 
you have Reaſon. Then turning towards me. Tm concern d (ſaid 
*he) to ſee you under theſe hard Circumſtances; why don't you return 
* Home to your own Country, where you may live at Eaſe and Quiet ? 
Sir, (I reply'd) 1 came to Japan croſs fo many Lands and Seas, 
eto teach the Japonians the Way of Salvation. I have now 
* liv'd 36 Years in the Country, preaching the Law of Jeſus 
* Chriſt, thro' moſt Kingdoms of the Empire, and being 
© now advanc'd in Years and broken with Infirmities, the 
© utmoſt of my Ambition is, to ſhed my Blood for the holy 
„Faith. The Tono was ſurpris'd to hear me ſpeak in this Man- 
*ner, and turning to one of the Gentlemen, declar'd he was 


ein Admiration at what I ſaid. : 
Some 
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Some Time after falling into Diſcourſe, about the Calumhiee 
* which the Heathens pinn'd upon our Religion, I pull'd out an 
* Apology which I had compos'd in the Beginning of the Perſecu. 
tion, and gave it him to peruſe. The Tono gave It to the Se- 
*cretary, and order'd him to read it aloud. The Secretary did 
© as he was commanded, and the Tono as Occaſion fſerv'd, ex. 
*preſs'd his Satisfaction, with a kind Reflection upon the Ay. 
© thor. Being come to that Place where I anſwer the Objection of 
© thoſe Heathens, who pretend we labour in Japan under Colour of 
© Religion, to make our ſelves Maſters of the Empire, and fabjeq 
them to Chriſtian Princes. Here's the Point (ſaid the Tono) ther 
© makes the Emperour ſo jealous and uneaſie. Very true (I reply) 
© but if his JAajeſty will only be pleafd to read this N 
© ſoon: be eaſed bf that Diſquiet. 243 3 | | 

* How? (ſaid he) the Philippine Iſlands in dur very Neighbourhood, 
and is not that fufficient Proof? Not to engage my felt upon that 
Subject, I told him I was perfectly a Stranger to thoſe Concerns, 
as being under another Crown, but as for the Portugueſe, it 
* was plain they cultivated a right Underſtanding with all the 
© Princes of the Country, both at Macae, Malacca, Coching, Gon, 
and elſewhere thro* the Fades [ym + 
Then 1 entertain'd him with an Account of the Hiſtory of 
© Conſtantine the Great, ſnewing what flouriſhing Condition the 
© Church was in, the Time of his Reign. Moreover, to beat down 
© that falſe Opinion amongſt them, as if Exrope border'd in a 
Manner upon Fapar. ' I took this Opportunity to enlarge my 
*ſelf on this Subject. They all applauded my Diſcourſe; and 
* the Tony touch'd with what was ſaid of "Conſtantive the Great, 
*cry'd out, I wiſh God would endue the Xogune with the ſame Lnghts, 
© for infallibly all Japan would follow his Example. Before we parted 
© he order'd his Secretary to take a Copy of the Apology, ad- 
* ding, he would be glad the Fathers were tolerated in Nar 
© oaſaqui, that he might have the Happineſs of their good Com- 
pany. Preſently after 1 took Beave, and he was pleas d to 
* accompany me into the Court, touching the Ground with his 


Hands and Forehead, an Honour paid to none but Perſons of 


© the firſt Rank. AT I | 

„So ſoon as I was gone, he was pleas'd to ſay to a Chri- 
* {tian Gentleman, who came at that Time to viſit him, that 
© he believ'd there was neither Happineſs nor Salvation out of the Chi. 
ſlian Religion, God grant he may become a true Son of the 
Church, Hitherto the Father. | 


Being 


, * 
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Being return d to his Lodgings, he began ſeriouſly. to prepare e pre- 
imei for his End. He doubled his Prayers, ware continually a ler 
hair Shirt next his Skin, diſciplin'd himſelf every Night, and in 5 
erery Thing ſtudy's his greater Mortification. This notwith- 
ſtanding, he labour'd indefatigably in the Help of his Neigh- 
hour, hearing Qqnteſſions, diſpenſing the Holy.. Communion, bap- 
tizing Heathens, and aſſiſting the Sick.“ They came to him 
daily from all Parts, from Amara, Naugaſaqui, Tacacu, and out 
of the Kingdoms of Bugen and Bungo itſelf. The little Time 
he had left, was employ'd in trafiſating Father Spinelli, of our 
Bleſſed Lady, into Japone xe. He always ſhew'd a particular De- 
votion to this glorious Queen, and believ'd nothing would con- 
duce more to the Happineſs and Converſion of theſe poor Peo- 
ple, than a Senſe and Feeling of her powerfal Interceſſion, which 
was his only Motive of turning this little Book into their Mo- 
ther Tongue. ! _— | | 
In this mean Time, Orders were ſent from Court, to put off 
his Tryal, but to keep them ſtill under cloſe Guard. The Fa- 
ther was ſenſibly afflicted with the News, interpreting ' this Fa- 
your of the Court, as a Puniſhment for his Sins. Not long 
after, a Meſſenger was ſent from the Governour to know where 
he was born? Which in ſome Meaſure reviy*d his drooping 
Spirits, as believing the Time of his Departure approach'd ; this 
notwithſtanding, the Court repriev'd him for fix other Months, 

and nothing was done farther, till Gonzece's Arrival at Hrando. 
$0 ſoon as this Governour came into Town, he ſent for the Mar 
giſtrates, and commanded them in the Emperour's Name, to 
ſee the Father and his three Companions burnt alive. The 
holy Man was tranſported at the News, and fell frequently into 
Extaſies and Raptures. About five Days before his Death, as 
he was aying Maſs, ſuch Floods of Tears came upon him af- 
ter Conſecration, that he had much ado to finiſh the Sacrifice. 
is not to be expreſs'd what Zeal and Fervour he fhew'd at 
this Time in particular; for Inſtance J refer you to his own 
Letter, dated the 23 of Octob. 8 

thank your Reverence for your kind and charitable Viſit. IT ſuppoſe 
you may have heard before this, that I am condemw'd to be burnt 
dite. The Governour requires of Gonzoco, that he ſend an Of- 
cer in his Place, to aſſiſt at the Execution, and as ſoon as he arrives, 
we Hall enter into the Marriage Feaſt of the Lamb. His divine Ma- 
/) be bleſs'd for ſo ſignal a Favour. Reverend Father, render Thanks 
'o Heaven for me, and pray that I may perſevere unto the End. I 
*brace you in our Lord, and conjure you te pardon my Faults, 


In 


c / hone, oo al 
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In another Letter alſo to Father Couras he ſays, he had begp; 
this Favour many Years: And in a ſecond to the ſame Father 
the Day before his Death, be writes as follows. Ton have no Rea. 
ſon, Reverend Father, to be concern'd for my Death. The Society yy 
loſe nothing by ſuch an unprofitable Member, for to my Confuſin, | 
have done it little Service theſe four and forty Tears that I livꝰd in th 
Body. Dear Father, beg Pardon of Almighty God - for my Negl;. 

ence. The Meſſenger to Gonzoco is not yet return d, but we exp 
25 every Moment, and I hope the Buſineſs will be ended this Dy 
God grant that thro the Interceſſion of all Saints, whoſe Feaſt we cel. 
brate to Morrow, that I may meet with the Accompliſhment of my Ir. 
fires, and die conſtantly for the Love of my dear Redeemer. 

He wrote alſo divers others, to the ſame Effect, both to the 
Indies, and ſeveral Kingdoms of Japan. Moreover he order{ 
others to be ſent after his Death, to his Penitents exhorting 
— to Conſtancy, and Perſeverance in the Faith, but to our 

ext. 

On Al Saints Day he ſaid Maſs early in the Morning, and 
wept the whole Time for Joy. When this was done, he 
made a Sermon to 26 Chriſtians that were preſent, and ſpoke 
with ſo much Senſe and Feeling, that the People could not 
hold from Tears. Laſt of all, he diſtributed amongſt his Friend; 


0 
ſome few Reliquaries, and Agnus Dei's promiſing to be mindfil [ 
of them in Heaven. - 

Hearing that Gorzoco's Officer wes arriv'd, and that his Ex- 0 
ecution was fix'd for that ſame Day, he took Leave of Damian, h 
humbly thanking him for his good Services theſe laſt ten Years, . 
and promifing to be mindful of him before the Throne of God tl 
The young Man wept moſt bitterly, and proſtrating at his Feet, le 
with broken Speeches, and deep Sighs, cry'd out: Miſerable ani tc 
unfortunate Man that I am, what made me be. out of the Way when B 
you were taken? Is it not 4 terrible Martyrdom to be ſtruck out of th 
the Lift of thoſe that are to ſuffer Death for Jeſus Chriſt? Wha hz 
Misfortune to loſe my Father that gave Life to my Soul, and nouriſbi | 
me with the Milk of his Dottrins. | on 

The Father finding himſelf tender'd with his Tears, retird ect 
to make an End of his Letters. . One of theſe was to Father 85 
Provincial. fy hearty Thanks, Reverend Father, (ſays he) fa cie 
your kind Letters. As Providence would have it they came in the 
very Nick of Time, for Gonzoco's. Officer (as I am told) us m 
arriv'd in Order to aſſiſt at my Execution. I hope by the Merits" He 


all Saints to die for my dear Redeemer, Reverend Father, pardu an 
I be ſeech you my Faults and Negligences in the Gbſervance of our hol 


Rultt, 
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( Rules, and recommended me to the Prayers of my” Brethren. I am ready 
p withall my Heart to ſuffer for Jeſus Chriſt.” Grve' me your Bleſſing 
. and be mindful of ine in. yoar holy Sacrifices and Prayers. * Ximabara, 
il NovembJ1# re2y; 50:00 eee metas Pilote «. 
[ | 1 3 Peter Paul Navar, ſuddainly to be 
! . burnt alive for Jeſus Chri#. 
q He wrote alſo 'a "ſhort" Billet to Father Coures and bid 
ö bim farewel in theſe moving and tender Expreſſions. 
5 > FIT ; | AY BT QUARRY Nt CEO RY . 
. Oſt dear Father, all Happineſs attend you in this Life. Al- 
mighty God be praisd, ths Day I am to ſuffer thro' the Me- 
e rits of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Face I covet” to behold , "there's nothing 
( troubles me. Pardon m Faults and aſſiſt me with your holy Sacrifice: 
| and Prayers. © - Wie I! 4 1 | 913 8% SIDE 
: 9 pPeter Paul Navar, within ſem Hours 
85 be burnt alive for Jeſus Chriſt. 
i About two of the Clock in the Afternoon, one of Rugendono's 
le Officers went to acquaint the Father with his Sentence, which 
dt was drawn up in "theſe Words. Xagune Emperour of | Japan, con-: 
(s denins the Hather to be burnt alive, fer continuing in Japan, aud 
ul preaching the Law of "Jeſus Chriſt, contrary to his Orders. He heard 
the Sentence read with a gay and pleaſant Countenance, de- 
J. claring it was the moſt welcome News that could happen, that 
n he was glad to atteſt by his Death, the Truths of the Doctrine 
05 which he had preach'd for the Courſe of 36 Vears in Japan, 
d, that he had no Reaſon to complain of the Xoowneg andi much 
t, leſs of Bugendeno his Friend and Benefactor. Then he under- 
10 took to reaſon the Officer that brought the Sentence, into a 
en Belief of the Chriſtian Doctrine, but the Heat of the Perſecu- 
of tion made him deaf'to all tis Arguments. The Toro hearing what 
0 had paſs'd, was much ſtrut k, and could not hold from weeing. . 
4 Soon after, the inwintible Champion of Jeſus Chriſt marchd 
| out barefoot with Beads about his. Neck; to the Place of Ex 
1 ecution. They took alſo along with them one Denis Fug ex- 
er ima, Peter and Clement. The two firſt were both of the So- 
7 ciety, and went clad in the Habit of their Order. -Glement Was 
[ 


Companion to the Father, and diftinguiſh'd himſelf in the Way, 
n by the Serenity of his Countenance, and Angelical Behaviour. 
; of He walkd in the ont, ſinging the Litanies of the Saints, 
jo and the Religious anſwering to the Amazement of the Hear 
1 thens, who could not but . to ſee Perſons going oy 
42d, 2 0 
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ſo much Cheerfulneſs to the Stake. Being arriv'd at the Place 
of Execution, the Father uncover'd hiqſelf and made a low 
Reverence to his Piles Then entring into the Encloſure, he 
march'd with ſuch Swiftneſs, that his Companions were not able 
ro keep Pace with him. Being arriv'd at his Poſt, he fell pro- 
ſtrate, to thank Almighty. God for ſo ſignal a Mercy, and then 
began a Diſcourſe to the Company that were aſſembled on this 
Occaſion. . In the mean Time, four Executioners hearing him 
ſay, that there mas no Sal vat iom gut ef the Chriſtian Religion, and 
that he ſuffer' d purely in Defence of the Law of God, they ſtepp'd 
up and bound him to his Stake, which yet did not hinder him 
from proſecuting his Diſcaurſe. Moreover, they cut off his Girdle 
and Beads, and ſold them to the Chriſtians. | 
Nothing now was wanting to begin the Sacrifice, but Bu- 
gendons's reſence. In the mean Time, the Father exhorted his 
three Companions, to ſuffer couragiouſly this ſhort Torment, 
which ſuddainly would terminate in everlaſting Happineſs. The 
Tono being arriv'd, they ſet Fire to the Wood, and imme- 
diatly there aroſe a Wind, which drove all the Flames upon 
the [Father's | Cloaths. Being ſurrounded on every Side, this 
admirable Preacher exharted his Companions to call upon Je- 
, and perſevere unto the End. A little Time aftek his Cords 
being conſum'd he fell down on one Side, and pronouncing 
Jeſus, Maria, with a loud Voice, yielded up his Soul to Hea- 
ven. Thus died the great Servant of God, and glorious Mar- 
tyr, of whom it may be aid, that the Flames of divine Love 
which conſum'd his Soul, were quicker than the Fire that 
burat his: Body, praying for his Executioners to the laſt Breath. 
His three Companions alſo diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in the 
Combat. Brother Peter purchas'd the Crown by a long and 
try'd Patience, for being the youngeſt, and fartheſt Di- 
ftanr from the Fire, he continu'd longer under the Torment. 
Their Martyrdom fell on the firſt of Nevemb. 1622. The Fa- 
ther died at the Age of 62 Years, having | ſpent four and 
forty of them in Religion. Clement was 48, Denis 38, and 
Peter 18. Hor 
He that will ſtand to reckon up all the Virtues of this Fa- 
ther, can never make an End. We may ſay then in ſhort, 
that he poſſeſs'd all in an eminent Degree. His Contemplation 
was admirable, and his Mortification continual: He liv'd ſome- 
times Weeks together eating ſo little, that it was next to no- 
thing, and diſciplin'd himſelf every Day. The Soldiers that tt 
guarded the Bodies, going to ſtrip him, found him a in 
Ar- 
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Hair-Clath. This was his Shield and Buckler thro? the Whale 
Cour ſe af bis Life. With this he enter'd into the Liſt, aud 
glorioulſly ſiniſn'd his Combat. His natural Temper: was :ardent;, 
and {prigktly to the bigheſt Degree, and yet the 'World:judg'd' 

„im to be of a phlegmatick Conſtitution ; for he had labour'd 
{ long to overcome himſelt, that he had quite ſuppreſs d all 
the Propenſions and Motions of his Nature: He was tenderly 
geroted to the Bleſſed Virgin, and inſpir'd every one withthe 
fame Spirit. The Victory he gain'd over the Devit of Impu- 
rity, may juſtly rank him amongſt the Hero's of our Church. 
71 ſay nothing of his Zeal, which mow'd him to croſs fo ma- 
ny Seas, learn ſo many Languages, 'compoſe fo many! Books, 
ſurmount ſuch inſuperable Difficulties, and die at laſt in the * 
Flames, exerciſing the Office of a Confeſſor, Preacher, and Mar- 
tyr to his laſt. Breath... | 3513167 304 
We have few Particulars of the other three that ſuffer'd of Father 
with him. Denis was Native of Tacacu, and well born. He Navar's 
receiv'd Baptiſm: in his tender Years, and was brought, up 1 
the Heathens, after his Parents Deceaſe. Going afterwards t EY 
Nanoaſaqui, he was touch d with the Diſcourſe: of one Lewis Ca- 
varos, who afterwards enter'd into the Society, and was burnt 
alire for his Faith. The ſame alſo happen'd to Denis, for aſ- 
fociating himſelf to Father Navar, he was admitted into the 
Society, and accompanied him to Martyrdom. He was natu= _ \ 
rally of an affable and ſweet Diſpoſition, and ſo replenim̃qd * 1 
with the Grace of God,; that going one Day into the Fields: to 
cut Wood, he fell to his Prayers at the Foot of a Tree, and 
quite forgot the Buſiiieſs he came abuut. 
Peter was Native of Tacirai, a Place belonging to Arima, 
and one of Father Navar's/Guides. A Soldier one Day lifting 
up his Hands in Order to ki the Father, Peter interpos'd, 
begging he” would: kill him in his Place, which appeas' d the 
Barbarian, and ſav'd the Father's: Life. They ſet him at Li- 
berty, together with Clement, after firſt obliging them to lay 
in Bond for their Appearance, upon Summons of the Court. 
Not long after, they committed him to Priſon, and in Conclu- 
ſion, burnt him by: a flow Fire, being at the Age of eigk- 
= Years, He was admitted into the Society and made his 
ows. erte in Wolfe | 
Clement 'tho* not of the Society, was pleas'd however to ſerve 
as a Guide to ſuch, as the Superiour ſent to Arima for the 
Help of thoſe Chriſtians, and by his vertuons Actions, merited 
the Crown of Martyrdom. They burnt the Bodies of _— 
FA: our 
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four Martyrs, and threw. their Aſhes into the Sed, which much 
afflicted the Chriſtians, who offer'd to purchaſe the Relicks of the 
Father at any Rate. They had ſo great a Veneration for his 
Memory, that they kiſsd the Ground he trod on, and went after- 


wards in Pilgrimage to his Priſon. What's more, at the 
Entrance of the Hauſe, they fell down on their bare Knees, and 


ctept in this manner over the Room, believing it not lawful to 
trample with their Feet on a Place conſecrated by the Sufferings 
of this devout Servant of God. Fo af] | 
In the Year 1623, the Xogane, Emperour of Japan, accordin 
The State f th Co | d h G | 8 
— to the Cuſtom o e Country, turn'd t e overnment over to his 
ponianMo- Son, . reſerving. to himſelf the Name and Title of Cubo. Queſti- 
werchy. onleſs, the uſual Pomp and Grandure was obſerv'd on this Occaſi- 
on, but betwixt the Iniquity of Times, and the jeſuites Confine- 
ment, the Particulars of it are all loſt. To return then to our 
Story. 7 eie Wo 


- 


On the Contrary, the Xogune inheriting his Father's Malice, as 
well as his Eftate, renew'd the War, and in lefs than a Year's 
Time put to Death all he cou'd ay Hands on. Amongſt the 
Reſt eight Religious of the Orders of St. Dominick and St. Fran- 
cin and of the Societe x.. b 
4 yew This Perſecution began firſt at Jede, the Capital of the Em- 
Pſecy- pire, and ſo ſpread, over all Japan. Towards the End of this 


Fires, Croſſes, new Tortures, dreadfal Executions; and Soldiers 
hunting like Savage Beaſts after their Prey. This however did not 

* hinder the Jeſuites, and others from making infinite Converſi- 
ons. The Emperours of Japan had now for twelve Vears toge- 

ther, wag'd bloody War againſt the Chriſtians, upon this falſe 
Perſwaſion, that the Religious were all Emiſſaries of Sm The 
Empire was now all in .a Flame, the Tem only excepted, where 

the Chriſtians were tolerably eake and quiet. The Magiſtrates 

made no Search after them, and bad a Mind to make the World 

believe that there were no ſuch Perſons in the Country. But the 

old Xoowne ſtill-prepoſleſs'd with his former Notions to ſecure the 

Empire to his Son, renew'd all his former Edi&s, and requird 

| of all the Officers in the Tens to follow his Example. 7700 
iſi chi. To begin with the bloody Tragedy exhibited on the Theatre of 
Klang tg. Jedo. In the Year 1612, (as was ſaid) Day ſuſama baniſh'd four- 
ten Tie teen Chriſtians his Court, and amongſt the reſt, one Faramon, a 


Fe wealthy and puiſant Jord. He reliſſd his Exile better W. the 
* "N | ourt 


Ihe Chriſtians promis'd themſelves great Matters from this 
Change, and hop'd the Perſecution wou'd ſuddainly be at an End. 


n. Year, aud Beginning of the next, nothing was to be ſeen but 
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Court it ſelf, for converſing familiarly with God, Heaven was 
pleas'd to give him a Taſt of Spiritual Delights, The Tyrant 
hearing he was ſo charm'd with his' Baniſhment, by unheard of 
Cruelty, order'd the Soldiers to cut off his Fingers and Toes, to 
Brand him on the Forehead with the Sign of the Croſs, and none 
to harbour him under their Roof. This Gentleman had a Servant 
whom he brought up from a Child,” and truſted with all his 
Concerns. This unhappy Man abandoning himfelf to lewd: and 
libertine Practiſes, and not having wherewithall to carry on his 
ſinful Commerce, reſoly'd to ſell his Maſter, and purchaſe the 
Reward promis'd by the Emperour to ſuch as diſcoyer'd a Chriſti- 
an. Going then to the Governour of Jedo, he told him his Ma- 
ſter was in Town, and made publick Profeſſion” of the ” Chriſtian 
Religion; moreover that there were ſcyeral Religious alſo a- 
bout the ſame Place, and gave him in their Names, viz." Father 
Hierom de Angelis of the Society, and Father Francis Galba of 
St. Fancis's Order, and ſome others. Datum deem 
| The Governour upon this Advice ſent; to ſeize ſome of the 
Chriſtians, demariding of them to give an Account of the 'Preach- 
ers. One of theſe more timerons than the reſt, confeſs'd where 
Father de Angelis lodg'd, but the Servant of God having time- 
ly Notice, remov'd out of the Houſe. Preſently after the Gover- 
nour's Men broke in, and not finding the Father, ſeiz d on the 
Maſter of the Family. The poor Man made Shew-it firſt of 
reat Reſolytion,. and wou'd confeſs nds of the Matter, but 
Fi Courage failing, to rid himſelf of the Soldiers, he promis'd 
that the Father ſhon'd ſurrender himſelf to the Governour, and 
ſo they reti ... „„ Pf ETD 
The Father hearing what had paſt, like a good Shepherd, re- 
ſoly'd to lay down his Life for the Flock, and ſurrender himſelf. 
He communicated his Iatentions to ſeveral Chriſtians that were 
met together upon the Report of his being taken, and they all 
oppos'd them, conjuring him with Tears in their Eyes to Ihe 
his Life. But finding it impoſſible to make him alter his Reſolu- 
tions, many of them offer'd themſelves to bear him 5 No 
(reply'd the Father) have Patience till Providence is pleas d to diſpoſe 
of you. As for me, my Hour'is come, my Patron hath engag d his 
Word, it's not reaſonable he fhowd ſuffer for me. As the Storm is 
rail d on my Account; take and throw me into the Sea. 
He had with him a Catechiſt calld Simon Jempo, who was late. 
ly admitted into the Society: The Father entreating him to 
withdraw, and ſecure himſelf for the good of the Chriſtians af- 
ter his Death, he'plainly oppoFd it. * Whar Father, (ſaid _ 
f | 0. 


T he Hiſtory of the'Cburch of TA PAN. 3 | 15T / 


35 T he Hiſt Wy of the Church of } AP AN. 


bandon you at the Point of Death! Don't harbour ſo meay an. Obi: 


. . ” yo | he 
nion of me, is this your Kindneſs for me? Da you; what. you ple t 
for my Part Pl never leave. you A Child = to follow 44 70 = 


rent, and if the Judges ſend me Home, I'll thruſt my ſelf into the X 
Flames. The Father ſeeing him ſo reſolute, was content to let — 
him bear him Company. This done, he clad, himſelf, in the * 
Habit of his Order, and made Brother Sm da the ſame. Mate- mo 


over, to ſhew. he, was a Prieſt, he ſhav'd. his Crown, and tock Will «i. 
Leave of his Patron, exhorting him to prepare for Martyr. an 
dom. | | 


Having ſettled his Affairs, early next Morning he preſented . 
himſelf, together with Brother Sion before the Judge; ſaying he 
left his Native Country in pure Love and Kind ueſs to the Jap: 
nians, to reſcue them out of the Jaws of Hell, that he al U. 
bour d many Years in the Country for this End, and was. willing At 
to lay down his Life on the ſame Account. The Governour 4 
maz'd at his Conſtancy, and Reſolution, ſtood ſome Time before 
he made any Reply. At laſt recovering himſelf, he put ſeveral 
tions to him, and then committed him to Priſon. 
Father Francis Gala, upon the News of Father de Angelis Im- * 
priſonment, .remov'd, out of Town about a Day's. Journey from 1 
Jedo, hut not finding himſelf ſecure. there neither, ſhifted biz — 
rters, and in the mean While was ſurpris'd by the Guards, wn 
He Am ANry to Priſon, FEST with ſev Aae The | 
malt Remarkable amongſt them, was one, gry H 4185 a 
wealthy and powerful Nobleman. His Friends 0 Peer Stra; 
tagems to make him diſſemble his Faith, but the valiant Champi- Wl ,. 
on was Proof againſt all their Efforts. | Par 
At the ſame Time alſo they apprehended his Wife. Her Hus- 
band reproving her one Day for being better dreſsd than ordina- 
ry, che told him it was done with Delign to honour God, by ex- be 
Eibe to the World the Joy that Chrigians feel within them- 
elves In dying for his Holy Name. Ch 
la the mean While ſbrict . Search was made after the Chriſti- 4 
ans both in Jeda and other Towns, and what's moſt Wicked, ſe- | 
veral turn'd Informers to purchaſe the Reward. The Commiſ- 10 
ſaries broke igto the Houſes, and ſeiz d. on all that conteſs'd them: bi 
ſelves Chriſtians, inſomuch, that it was impoſſible for any 
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eſcape. They had Fifty together at a Time in the Priſons ot 9 
J. de, beſides Children who were, kept under cloſe Guard in their WM , 
reſpective Homes. What's moſt deplorable, ail Inhabitauts ot 


Jedo were oblig'd to give their Names in Writing, as alſo ths 


Religion they prafels'd, and the Name of the Nase who ad f 
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the Direction of their Conſtiences. Upon this Order, ſeveral” 
ſold their Eſtates, and retir'd with their Families into the 
Country, but as all were forbid to harbour them, they were 
forc'd to lye in the open Fields. The Perſecution, tho' it de- 
dauch'd, many at the ſame Time, it caus'd others to enter into 
themſelves, for having renounc'd the Faith, for Fear of Tor- 
ments, ſeveral of them were ſo penitent, that they travelFd 
eight and ten Days Journey to meet with a Frieſt for recon- 
cling themſelves to the Church; fo true is that Doctrine of 
the Fathers, that as one falls, another riſes, that in the King- 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt, there's a Subſtitution of Graces and Glory, 
and the Reprobation of one is frequently the Predeſtination of 
another. s ; 10 mol „ele Deg hoinel:; 

The Priſons of Japan are order'd in the Mannet following. ne ge. 
At the Entrance ſtands the Jaylor's 'Houſe; with two ſtrong ſuites En- 
Barriers on either Side, to ſeparate it from the main dy of Dent 
the Building, Father Hierom de Angelic, and Lewis his Patron, fle. 
for a particular Favour were both lodg'd in one of theſe Ap» do. N 
partments. The reſt were all caſt into the Dungeons, where 
they ſuffer? d extremely, for the Place being infected, and exceed 
ing ſtraight beſides, they were 'forc'd to lye one upon ano- 
ther, add to this nothing bat à Spoonful of Rice 'boiFd in Wa- 
ter, with a little Salt to ſtay their Hunger.. 

Brother Simon, who had his Quarters in the ſame Dungeon, 
being eloquent, and zealous, converted in 4 ſhort while, forty 
of the Idolaters that were Priſoners there for their Crimes. 

As for Father de Angelis, he found only eight :Heathens in his 
Family, and baptiz'd them all. Being then out of Capacity 
of farther aſſiſting his Neighbour! in Spirituals, he employ'd 
moſt of his Time in making Paper-Boxes, for the Relief and 
Benet of the Poor, and for better Convenience of Working, 
tyd a Cord about his Neek©/to s ſupport the. Weight of bis 
Chains. For the reſt, the Chriſtians there generally were ©- 
rerjoy'd to ſuffer, and ſung (0ntihually! the Praifes of God. 

The Cubo being return'd to Jede, the Magiſtrates pray'd him Fifty 
to bring their Priſoners to their Tryal, but be excuſing cheers : 
himſelf, the Proceſs © was carried before his Son, and he ay gy 
cndemn'd them to be burnt. alive. Upon this, the Officers 
went immediatly to the Priſon, and took out Father NMiarom de 
Angels, who long'd impatiently ' for this happy Moment. They 
unſhack'd his Feet, and bound his Hands behind his Back, 
With a long Cord about his Neck. They treated Father Gaba 
ilfo and the other Priſoners in the ſame Manner, and _ 
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led them through the Streets of this populous City, to the Plac 
of Execution. Don 'Faramon having as was ſaid, loſt al} hi 
Fingers and Toes, and ' beſides being near à kin to the Em. 
Tour was mounted on Horſe back, ſo were the two Prieſts 210 
the reſt march'd on Foot. Ws 
The Place of Execution being prepar'd in an open Plan 
within the Walls, joyning upon the imperial Palace, they paſt 
through the Streets with infinit Crouds of People after then, | 
and Guards on every Side, to hinder any from having Acceß | 
to them: Brother Simens exhorted the People as he went, to 
embrace the Faith of jeſus Chriſt, for whoſe. Sake the wx , 
going to die. Being arriv'd at the Place, they found fifty Stake ( 
planted, and a long Row of Fagots, about an Arms Length of 1 
r t i bo es N 0 20h 
The Officers commanded Don Faramom and the two Religj t 
ous who / were on Horſeback, to halt at the Entrance of th; 
Place, and this they did to double their Torments, by ſeeing 
their Companions conſum'd in their Sight. The reſt were al 
bound to the Stakes, and pray'd earneſtly to the Almighty, 
for final Perſeverance. Father de Angelis ſeeing ſuch vaſt Crouds 
of People, and; amongſt the Reſt, many of the principal Lord 
of the Empire, made an excellent Diſcourſe to prove there wiz 
no Salvation out of the Chriſtian Religion. Father Francis Gale 
alſo ſpoke in his Turn, with Zeal and Fervour, becoming 1 
Martyr of ſjeſus Chriſt, aud Brother Simon after him, preach 
for a long Times with his- uſual Eloquence. What much com- 
forted: the Martyrs on this Occaſion, was the Sight of their 
Sentence, which was conchd in theſe Words, and wrote in ſuch 
Characters as all might read it. Theſe Perſons are condemm d fu 
profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion 0 x 
80 ſoon as the Fire was kindled, the Martyrs cry'd out with 
a general Voice, Jeſis, Maria. Queſtionleſs it was a moſt agtee- 
able Sight to Goch and his Angels, to behold theſe Saints, 
conſuming» by a flo Fire, without any Sign of Frouble of 
indpdfiencee W ig o ebe ct b »d. 0 
Ig he three noble Champions look'd on all the while without tht 
leaſt Conceon, exhartingi their Companions, (as far as the Con- 
veniente: of the Place would: permit) to die conſtantly for tt 
holy, Faith and their Words, and the 'Martyts. Patience is 
ther, wrouphty4e foreibly on the Minds of ſome of the Spe: 
Qators,” chat a Man and Woman; with the Hopes of being 
caſt into the Fire, rand ſtreight to the judge, and confeßd 
chemſelves Chriſtians. Unhappily their Hopes in Part Weit 


- 


truſtrated 
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fruſtrated for this Time, at leaſt” they had the Honour to ſuf- 
fer Impriſonment for his holy Name, and that's all we can ſay 

t preſent. 2 | £ 

n Ader theſe ſacred Victims, were expir'd, the Officers com- 
manded the three noble Champions to light, and then bound 
them to their Stakes. The firſt on that Side next the Town, 
ſtood Don Faramon, next to him Father Hiereme de Angelis, and 
laſt of all Father Gaba. The Fire being kindled, they earneſtly 
exhorted one another to Conſtancy, At firſt, the Clouds of Smoak 
hid them from the Peoples Sight, but as the Fire clear'd, they 
were ſeen ſtanding in the Flames, with as much Cheerfulneſs and 
Gayety in their Countenance, as if they had been in ſome de- 
licious Garden. | yp C2 Rn 

Father de Angelis was obſerv'd to turn his Face oftentimes 
towards the Town, and if we may believe Conjectures, it's thought 
he pray'd at that Time for the Inhabitants of the Place. More- 
over, he look'd often to Windward, where the Flames beat 
more violently upon him, and this probably to ſhew. the Un- 
concernedneſs for his Sufferings, and to addreſs himſelf to the 
People, who throng'd moſt on that Side. He preach'd continually 
to his laſt Breath, and dy'd on his Knees before the Stake. 

Don Faramon expir'd preſently after. As he lighted off Horſe- 
back, he begg'd Leave to ſay a Word or two to the Company, 
and the Favour was granted. Then raiſing his Voice, he cry'd 
out, Gentlemen, you may eaſily . ſee the Truth of our Religion, by 
the Torments I'm going to ſuſfer, for being ſo near related to the 
Emperour, and in Projpett of great Advantages from the Court, en 
Condition I would comply with bis Majeſty's Orders; what ſhould 
move me, but pure Conſcience, to overlook theſe Favours, and run vo- 
luntarily to a cruel and infamous Death? A fourteen Tears Ba- 
mſhment, the Loſs of my Fingers and Toes, and the Sign of the Croſs 
branded on my Forehead, are as ſo many Heralds that proclaim me 
Chriſtian to the whole World, I dye purely becauſe I have no Mind 
to loſe my Soul, by renouncing the Faith, without which it's impoſſible 
tobe fad. I have ſeriouſly examin d all the ſeveral Principles of 
our Bonzes, and to tell you my Opinion of them, they are all Lyes, Fables 
and Impoſtures, and ſuch as believe in them, will infallibly be damm d. 

The People ſeeming; to be touch'd at his Speech, and weeping to 
ſee a Perſon of his Quality ſo barbarouſly us'd, the Guards ſtepp'd 
up, and commanded him to hold his Peace. Being ty'd to his Stake, 
and the Flames breaking in upon him he ſtretch'd out his Arms in 
a Poſture of embracing them, and then ſtood immoveable, till the 


Poſt fell down with him into the Fire. | 
n The 
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The laſt that gain'd the Crown, was Father Francis Galba. Their 
Martyrdom fell on the third of Decemb. 1623. The Bodies lay three 
Days upon the Place; inſomuch, that the Chriſtians found Ways 
to ſteal thoſe of the two Religious, which oblig'd the Magiſtrates 

to ſet Guards upon the Reſt. of Sypps: 

Some Days after the Xogune gave the Informer a Houſe belong- 
ing to one of the Martyrs, and a Premium beſides, of thirty 
Pieces of Gold, which makes near fifteen hundred Crowns French, 
The miſerable Wretch receiv'd the Price of his Perfidy, with a 
thouſand Imprecations from the Mob it ſelf, wiſhing him burnt 
alive with the Perſons he had betray'd. 

The Glory which theſe noble Martyrs acquir'd by their invin- 
cible Courage, deſerves Eternal Memory, and on this Conſidera- 
tion I was mov'd to record their Names as far as I cou'd learn in 


: 


the Order as they {ſtood at the Stakes. 
The Names of the Martyrs. 


Don John Faramon. Peter Saagemon. 
Father Hierome de Angelis. Matthias Xigemon. 
Father Fancis Galba. Ignatius Choie mon. 
Brother Simon Jempo. Simon Muam. 

Leo Taque va Conſiqui. Lewis Foccuni. 
Fanz abuxi Quaxia. Laicy. 
Cho ſaie mon. Bonaventure Guidairi. 
Peter KXixiambuco. John Xinocura. 
John Morozaiemon. Hilary Mongoizaiemon, 
Michael Ouizaiemon. Francis Quinxaie mon. 
Laurence Cagiqui. Sai monda Inxiquir. 
Matthias Fax aicmon. John Cox aie mon. 
Laurence CacuLaicmon, Romanus Gomiemon. 
Matthias Quixaiem. Emanuel Buie mon. 
Peter Quihaie mon. Andrem Diſuque. 
Qui ⁊abaro. Raphael Qui haie mon. 
Peter Choiemon. yon ny 
Thomas Jofucu. nthony, 

An A. Peter Santario. 


ftrat of 


the Lives 


of Father Father Hierome de Angelis may properly be call'd the Apoſtle of 
Hierom Teſe, a Kingdom ſcituate to the North of Japan, as firſt Preaching 
de Ange- the Goſpel in thoſe Parts. He was Native of Sicity, he enter'd 
— ; ger into the Society at the Age of Eighteen Years, and obtain'd Leave 
mon for to go to Jaan before they ordain'd him Prieſt. He was — by 
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Streſs of Weather (as is ſaid above) to put in at Braſi, and was 
taken afterwards by the Englsh, and carry'd over to England. 
There happen'd one Thing,particularly remarkable in this Voyage. 
geing on the Poop on Board the Engliſh Ship, he fell by Accident 
into the Sea, and b wonderful Providence, whereas the Ship was 
going right before the Wind, and with a handſome Gale too, he was 
blown from Stern to Head, and taken up without the leaſt Hurt. 
Going from thence to Lisbon, he receiv'd new Orders to imbark 
with Father Spinoln for the Indies, and ſo to Japan, where he ar- 
riv'd in the Year 1602. He ſpent a Vear's Time in learning the 
Language of the Country, and was ſent to Fuximi, and thence to 
Suranga, where he eſtabliſh'd the firſt Reſidence of the Society in 
that Kingdom. He was intending alſo to do the ſame at Jeda, 
but the Perſecution grew ſo hot, that he was forc'd to leave the 
Place, and retire to Suranga, where he wrought infinite Converſions. 
When the Emperour baniſh'd the Religious out of Japan, his 
Superiours remov'd him to Nangaſaqui, in Order to imbark for 
China, or the Philippines; but by Divine Providence, theſe Orders 
were revers'd, and he was left in the Country at his own Requeſt, 
for the Help and Aſſiſtance of the Chriſtians. ' _ | 
He viſited more than once all Japan with incredible Labour and 
Fatigue. He carry'd the Goſpel into three Kingdoms on the 
Frontiers of Japan towards the Eaſt, and five other Provinces, 
nothing inferiour in Extent to theſe Kingdoms. He was the Firſt 
that penetrated into the unknown Lands of Teſo, divided from 
Japan by an Arm of the Sea, and bordering upon Eaft Tartary. 
It was he that viſited and comforted the Confeſſots of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that were baniſh'd from Ozara and Aeaco in 1614. They liv'd 
in a Country, ſcarce Habitable for Cold, and in ſome Meaſure 
inacceſſible, by Reaſon of thoſe vaſt Mountains of Snow; but the 
Charity of this good Paſtor ſurmounted all theſe Difficulties. 
He was affable, curteous, and charitable, to Admiration. At 
his firſt Entrance into Cami, he found only a Thouſand Chriſtians , 
in that Kingdom, and within a ſhort While, baptiz'd nine Thou- 
ſand Heathens with his own Hand. The King of Xindai begin- 
ning to perſecute the Chriſtians, he poſted thither under the 
Diſguiſe of a Countryman, or Merchant, as Occaſion ſerv'd, and 
heard Confeſſions Day and Night, both in Town and Country, 
offering alſo to have gone in Perſon to the King, to move 
in their Behalf, and wou'd certainly have done it too, if they 
had not interpos'd. 12 St 
His Superiours ſent him to Jedo, and committed that afflicted 


Church to his Care. It's not to be expreſs'd what he endur'd in 
Aaa 2 . thoſe 
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thoſe two Years Time that he continu'd in this Place. He 


made frequent Excurſions into Jatu, and Cui, and wrought inj- 1 
nite Converſions. In a Word, being now waſted to Skin and e 
Bones, it pleas'd his Divine Majeſty to crown his Labours with 2 el 
glorious Martyrdom, being at the Age of ſixty five. Tears. B 
Brother Simon Jempo the Japonian, was Native of Nozer, in ſe 

the Kingdom of Fingo. He was brought up from his Infancy 2. 
mongſt the Bonzes, in the Worfhip of the Camis and Fotogue. a 
Bur his Maſter being converted, he ſuddainly follow'd his Rx. tl 
ample, and receiv'd Baptifm at the Age of fifteen Years, to- F 
gether with ſeveral other Heathens. Three Years after that, t 

the Jeſuites took him into the College, in Quality of a Cate- 
chiſt. He liv'd five and twenty Years under the Direction of f 
theſe Fathers, and was baniſh'd with them to the Philippines. 1 
| Next Year returning to Japan, he aſſociated himſelf to Father 2 
= Hierom de Angelis, and: travell'd over moſt of the Country with b 
| him in his Miſſions. He was us'd to ſay, that he only deſir'd t 
two Things in the World, To enter into the Society, and die a tl 
Martyr, and he obtain'd both. For the, Fathers admitted him 0 
into the Body, and he was afterwards burnt by a flow Fire, for 1 
the- Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, at the Age of three and forty Years. t 
Ambition is a reſtleſs Sort of Paſſion, that ſacrifices all to bo 

24 Chri- its private Intereſt. The Xoguze ſtill perplex d with the for- 
22 ry mer Jealouſies, hearing that the late fifty Martyrs rejoyc'd I 
10 24P- in their Torments, and ſought to draw the Heathens over to 5 
their Perſwaſion, fell into ſuch a violent Paſſion, and order'd tl 
other five and twenty to be put to Death immediatly. Of 5 
theſe, ſix were burnt alive, viz. one Man, and fire Women, ſe⸗ t 
venteen beheaded, and two crucify e. 0 
Amongſt the Reſt, there was a Lady of Quality, catl'd Mey \ 

Jagera, Mother to Leo Fagueia Gonoxiqui, who had formerly 
barbour'd Father de Angelis. The Governour finding her firm to her - 


Reſolution, condemn'd her with other four Women to be burnt. ' 
On the Day of Execution they mounted this incomparable f 


7 Lady on Horſeback, and conducted her to the Stake. She fi 
19 march'd with a ö and majeſtick Countenance, which br 
{| drew the Eyes of all the Company upon her. Next after a 
follow'd other four Chriſtian Ladies, and one Frances Cabe, the * 

{ame that petition'd the Judge to be burnt with the fifty Martyrs. 52 

But what's moſt moving, after them again follow'd eighteen 

little Children, like ſo many Lambs to the Slaughter. They 5 

were ſo very young, that they laugh'd and ſported in the Streets - 


as they paſs'd, bearing in their Hands the Toys they us'd to play 
| WIE. 
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with. have a Horrour to Mention the Cruelties that were 
exercis'd on theſe tender Infants. Some they beheaded, others 
they hew'd to Pieces, others they ſplit in two, others had their 
pellies ripp'd up to the Throat, and all this was done in Pre- 
ſence of the Ladys, to terrify them. 
When this Butchery was over, they crucify'd nine Heathens 
and two Chriſtians ; the firſt for harbouring the Chriſtians, and 
the latter call'd Peter and Francis, for making Profeſſion of the 
Faith. What's more, they ty'd the Heals of the Children to 
the Bodies of thoſe that were crucify'd for a Terrour tothe Reſt. 
ln the mean Time, the other Victims prepar'd themſelves 
for the Combat, ſinging aloud the Saints Litanies, and other de- 
vout Prayers. Francis took upon him the Office of a Preacher, 
exhorting the Ladies to Martyrdom, and the Heathens to em- 
brace the Chriſtian Religion. As ſoon as the Fire was kindl'd, 
the Ladies fix'd their Eyes on Heaven, and to the Surpriſe of 
the Spectators, ſtood immoveable in the Flames, without Change 
of Countenance. Their Sentence, Which was wrote on a large 
Table, run in this Manner. Theſe ſuffer for, making Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Religion. At the ſame Time -alſo, two Heathens 
| were burnt for harbouring Faramor. | 
Their Martyrdom fell on the 29th of December, 1623. Not 
long after, in the ſame Jedo they burnt alive ten Men and ſe- 
ven Women for the holy Faith, and amongſt the Reſt one of 
the Xogune's Pages, for letting his; Houſe. to the Chriſtians, 
which ſtruck the Reſt of the Inhabitants with ſuch a Fright, 
that they turn'd the Chriſtians; Man, Woman, and Child out 
of Jedo, forcing them by this Means, to wander like ſo many 
Vagabonds about the Country. | 9 
Upon this Violence of the Xogwne againſt the Chriſtians, all;, Mac 
the other Princes of Japan declar'd open War againſt the ſamune, 
Church, and Maſſamune Lord of Xindai in the firſt Place. Fa- ud Father 
ther James Caravail, Superiour of the Society in thoſe Parts, re- Caravail 
ſided commonly at Mindai, and thence made his Excurſions A- fone my 
broad. Afterwards, he took up his Quarters in Minaque, with 
2 Perſoa of Quality, call'd John Goto, and this with Maſſumune's 
Knowledge too, who was willing to connive at it, in Reſpe& 
of his Patron. Going afterwards to Court, when the late fifty 
Chriſtians were condemu'd to be burnt, one of his Retinue had 
the Confidence to reproach him 1n publick for ſuffering ſo many 
Chriſtians in his States. The unhappy Politician fearing this 
might come to the Xogune's Ears, diſpatch'd a Meſlenger im- 
mediatly to take Account of all the Chriſtians in his Iuriſdiction, 
Jahn Goto only excepted. 88 The 
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The Officer open'd his Commiſſion to the Governour, and 
amongſt the Reſt to one Moniau a ſworn Enemy to Rel. 
gion. This peeviſh Heathen was poſitive that the Prince never 
intended to exempt Goto; on the contrary, as he reſolv'd to 
extirpate the Chriſtian Religion, they ought to ſtrike at the 
Head, and ſeize on Goto in the firſt Place, Ximando Daiſem (an 
intimate Friend of Goto's) gave Notice of their Proceedings tg 
Goto, conjuring him for Maſſuman's Sake, to quit his Religion, 
at leaſt 75 a Times Goto anſwer'd he was oblig'd to his 
Prince, but infinitly more to Almighty God, that it was un. 
reaſonable to regard Men more than Heaven, and for his Part, 
he was refoly'd to die a thouſand Deaths, rather than betray 
his Conſcience. | 
Being afterwards return'd Home, he acquainted Father C. 
vail with what had paſs'd, and both of them together prepar 
for Death. The Father went ſtreight to confeſs the Chriſtians, 
and then retir'd into a little Hut, taking with him two zealons 
Chriſtians to bear him Company to his End. 
In the mean while freſh Orders was ſent from Maſſumune, to 
. Ximondo Daiſem, to put the Laws in Execution againſt the Chri- 
ſtians, and above all to baniſh Goro in Caſe he perſiſted in hi 
former Reſolutions. X:imondo went ſtreight to his Friend, with 
the Princes Letter in his Hand, conjuring him by all that was dear, 
to render to the Prince's Pleaſure, to take Pity on his Wife and 
Family, and for the Reſt, the whole Matter ſhould be kept pri- 
vate to themſelves. Goto (tho? mov'd with his Diſcourſe) be- 
gan to colour at this Propoſal, and reply'd in an Angry Tone, 
That he did not take ſuch Perſons for Friends as would put him upon |; 
baſe and impious Practices. Ximondo then deſparing of Succeſs h the 
himſelf, ſummon'd the Gentry of the Country together, to ſee if WI mit 
they at leaſt could prevail upon him, but all Efforts were in WF tor 
vain, for the valiant Soldier kept cloſe to his Hold, and beat ] 
them off in every Attack. | | 
In the mean while, Governonr So order'd his Troops w bi 
march to Xindai and Oroxio in Order to apprehend the Chriſtians the 
in thoſe Parts. Ximondo perceiving the Storm ready to break up- our 
on his Friead, commanded his Men to joyn them, and farther to 1 
lay Waſte Gore's Lands, burning and pillaging all that belong'd WM *. 
to him, with Intention to frighten him at leaſt out of his Faith, do: 
Goto ſeeing his Houſe pillag'd and the Goods all carried away, Se 
march'd cheerfully into the Fields, as it he had been eag'd © Fla 
ſome heavy Burthen, and went voluntarily into Baniſhment, tos hls 
Place'cail'd Nembu, bordering upon Maſſumun's Territories. bis 
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The Chriftians of Oroxio terrify'd with the March of the Sol- 
liers, retir'd to the Number of ſixty into the Valley where Fa- 
ther Caravail relided, but being diſcover'd by one of the Scouts, 
the Governour ſent his Guards to ſeize them. The Father 
hearing the Soldiers were on their. March, like a good Shep- 
herd to reſcue his Flock, went out to meet them, confeſſing 
himſelf a Prieſt, and conjuring them to ſpare the innocent Peo- 
ple. The Barbarians bound the Father, and carried him be- 
fore the Judges of Mimaque, together with ſeveral of the Chri- 
tians, whom they ſtripp'd naked, without Regard to the Sharp- 
neſs of the Seaſon. | 

The Judges more cruel] than the Soldiers themſelves, made 
them wait in the open Court, from Morning till Night, and 
nothing to cover them from the Snow, which fell at that 
Time in Abundance. At laſt the Father being call'd. in, they 
demanded his Name, whence he came, and why. he preach'd the 
Chriſtian Doctrine? The Father reply'd to all, adding he was 
ready to ſhed his Blood for the Truth of what he preacb'd. 
Then they interrogated his two Companions, Matthias Mogo- 
han and Paul Ruiſuque, and finding by the Depoſitions that 
atthias had harbour'd the Father, and Paul made himſelf his 
Diſciple, they committed them all three to Priſon, where the 
Father ſpent good Part of the Night in hearing the Chriſtians 
Confeſſions. | | - 

Next Morning by break of Day {they remov'd them to a 
Town call'd Af:druſama. In this Troop were two Ancient Men, 
Alexius Coiemon, and DomunickDoſai. The Snow coming on, and the 
Ways bad, they could not keep up with the Reſt, upon which 
the Barbarians without Regard to their Years, drew their Sci- 
mitars, aud ſtrack off their Heads on the Road. Their Mar- 
tyrdom fell on the ↄth of February, 1624. 

Night approaching, they took up their Quarters in a little 
Village, and after Supper began to diſcourſe the Father upon 
his Doctrine. The holy Man overjoy'd at the Occaſion, made 
them a handſome Speech, enlarging upon the ſeveral Articles of 
our Belief. They all appear'd ſurpris'd, at what he ſaid ; Bur 
is it true (they reply'd) that the Fathers under Colour of Religion 
pretend to make — Maſters of Japan ! The Father to beat 
down this falſe Perſwaſion, entertain d them with a large Ac- 
count of Europe, of the charming Beauty and Richneſs of the 
Flace, leaving them hereby to judge, whether any Man in 
bis Wits, would quit ſuch a Part of the World, together with 
his Eſtate, Parents, Friends and Acquaintance, in Queſt of an 

imagi- 
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imaginary Dominion, at the fartheſt Extremities of the Earth. 
Foy the Reſt (he added) you cant be ignorant of our Manner of livin 
in the Country. What Miſeries and Hardſhips we endure, bey,, 
daily and manifeſt Hazards of horrid Torments, and cruel Deg, 
Ir i not Japan then we ſeek after, but the Salvation of the Ja. 
niant, we come not to conquer your Empire, but to procure yon th, 
Kingdom of Heaven. The Heathens were taken with his Dix. 
courſe, but being wedded to their Intereſt and Pleaſures, it made 
no farther Impreffion: | 

Next Morning they continu'd their Journey, and arriy'd 3 
Midruſama, lying (as before) till late at Night in the open 
Streets, expos'd to all Winds and Weather. In the Morning 
the Judges examin'd them, and they all conſtantly profeſs'd then. 
ſelves Chriſtians, expreſſing an earneſt Deſire of - ſuffering for 
the holy Faith. | 

The Preſident believing that this Union cemented them to. 
gether, took each of them apart, and did all that was poſſible 
to ſhake their Conſtancy, but finding it was loſt Time, he 
apply'd himſelf to the Father, conjuring him by all that wx 
facred and dear, to undeceive them. The Father in a pious 
| Indignation at this Propoſal, inſtead of embracing the Motion, 

declar'd he would ' animate them, both by Word and Ex- 
5 — to contemn Death, and ſuffer conſtantly for Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

The judges upon this, threaten'd to ſend him to Jedo, to be 
burnt alive. The Father anſwer'd they would do him an Ho- 
nour to burn him alive, or cut him to Pieces, for ſo good x 
Cauſe. Finding him then conſtant in his Reſolution, they pu 
Leo and Matthias to the Queſtion, binding their Legs be- 
twixt two Pieces of Wood, for a Terrour to the Reſt ; but 
as this would not do neither, they order'd them to 
Xindai, in Order to be tormented there by the Gover- 
nour. 

They march'd all the Way laden with Chains, under 
ſtrong Guard of Soldiers. The Father exhorted them on the 
Road to Patience, and by his Diſcourſe help'd to eaſe their 
Trouble, Leo in particular, who notwithſtanding this Pain in 
his Legs by the late Torture, march'd as cheerfully as if he 
had been in perfect Health. They arriv'd at Xindai, nine 
in Company, and were all committed to the common 
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Several Chriſtians ſufferd Martyrdom in this Town before — 1 
their Arrival, and amongſt the Reſt one Mart Cafroye and Mar) gun 1 
his Wife, both of them Perſons remarkable for their Condi- Xindai. 
tion and Piety. Before they were apprehended, ſome Heathens 
of their Acquaintance, gave out, that they had renounc'd the 
Faith, and diſmiſbd the Soldiers, but the devout. Couple hear- 
ing of it, ran after them and diſcover'd the Miſtake. Being 
preſented: before Sus the Governour, he commanded they ſhould 
he dragg'd thro? the Streets, and burnt by a flow Fire; and 
a Herald to march before, making Proclamation, That theſe two 
were to be burnt alive for profeſſing the Law of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Being arriv'd at the Place of Execution, they bound Mark 
to a Stake, and kindl'd the Fire. What's remarkable, the 
Wife now half roaſted, declar'd ſhe' felt no Pain, and wept. 
They ſuffer'd on the firſt of February, 1624. 

In the ſame Town, were burnt for the holy Faith, Andrew Ca- 
mon, and Paul Saniro his Son. One Peter Quincio alſo was behead- 
ed, and his Body cut to Pieces. ; 

Moreover, on the 12th of the ſame Month, four other Chri- 
ſtians gain'd the Palm of Martyrdom, viz. John Anxai, a Phy- 
fician, at the Age of ſeventy Years, Ann his Wife about 
the ſame Age, Avdrew Hiyemon their Couſin, and Lewis one of the 
Servants. Andrew and Lewis were immediatly beheaded, but 
John and Ann endur'd much harder Conflicts. 

The Tyrant finding them conſtant to their Reſolution (not- 
withſtanding the Perſwaſion of Friends to the contrary) order'd 
they ſhould be ſtripp'd naked, and plung'd into the cold frozen 
River. The Executioners did as they were commanded, and 
every now and then, took them out to ſee if they would com- 
ply with the Governour's Orders, and renounce the Faith. After 
they had endur'd this Torment for a conſiderable Time, they 
mounted them naked as they were, on Horſe-back,, and 
carried them about the Streets for a Shew. At the Turning 
of the Streets, the Officer commanded them to alight, and de- 
manded of them to renounce Jeſus Chriſt, .or expe& what fol- 
low'd; and immediatly the Soldiers pour'd Pails of Water over 
their Heads. Being waſl'd after this Manner, in all the pub- 
lick Places of the Town, they ty'd them at Night to one of 
t1e Gates, leaving them there expos'd to the Indignities and 
luſolencies of the Mob, who repeated the Torment again, till 
the natural Heat was quite extinguiſh'd. Thus died theſe two 
glorious Martyrs, whoſe Virtue and Conſtancy deſerve eternal 
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Father James Caravail, and his Companions being | arriy'q 


there about the ſame Time, the Governour condemn'd them to 


the ſame Torment. On the 18th of February, they dragg'd 
them from the Priſon to the Water-ſide, and threw them into 
Water of two Foot deep. They liv'd three Hours in theſe 
frozen Pools, and ſuffer d the Torment with an invincible pa. 
tience. | | 
Father Caravail animated the Reſt by his Diſcourſe and Ex- 
ample, himſelf ſtanding all the while immoveable, with his Eyes 
fix d on Heaven. The Heathens utter'd a thouſand ſharp Re- 
flections againſt him, but he gave no Anſwer. After three 
Hours Time, the Judge to prolong their Torment, commanded 
the Soldiers to take them out, but the Cold ſo benumm'd them, 
that they all fell backwards on the Sands. Matthias Sifioie, and 
Julian Jermon expir'd on the Spot. As for Father Caravail, he 
{at with his Hands joyn'd, and his Legs acroſs (as the Faſhion 
is in Japan) ſo modeſtly and devoutly, that the Heathens them- 
ſelves could not but take Notice of it. 
In the mean Time an Officer from the Governour came to 
proffer them their Liberty, on Condition, the Father would 
perſwade them to renounce the Faith. The Servant of God 
reply'd, that Death would ſuddainly reſtore them to a true and 
perfe& Liberty, for the Reſt, he would exhort them all to his 
laſt Breath, to perſevere in the Religion of the true God. 
The Governour upon this Anſwer, ſent Word back, that he 
would burn them alive. Happy News (they cry'd) we ſhall paſs 
through Fire and Water, to the Place of our 9 
Soon after, they conducted them to Priſon, where they con- 
tinu'd till the 22 of February. Early that Morning, they were 
taken out, in Order as was thought, to be burnt, but con- 
trary to Expectation, they cut ſhort in the Way, and threw 
them into the Ditch again, where they continu'd that whole 
Day. As Night came on, the, Water froze, and Drifts of 
Snow beating upon them at the ſame Time, the Torment grew 
inſupportable. One of the holy Martyrs call'd Leo, fetching a 
deep Sigh at the Approach of Death, the Father turn'd afide, 
and call'd to him, Have Patience, Son, theſe Pains will ſuddainly 
have an End, and change into an everlaſting * With that he 
took freſh Courage, and immediatly expir'd. After alſo, died 
Andrew Niyemen, and Matthew Mangobioie. As for Matthias Ta. 
raye mon finding his End draw near, he rais'd his Voice, and 
cry'd out, Adieu dear Father, I am now at the End of my Courſe. De- 
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art then (reply'd the Father) depart to God in Peace, die in his 4 
oly Grace : And with that he yielded up the Ghoſt. 8 

There only now remain'd Father Caravail, who like a glo- 
rious Conquerour, ſtood alone on the Field of Battel; all being 
retir'd upon the darkening, beſides ſome few Chriſtians, who 
deſir'd to mare with him in his Sufferings, he yielded up his 
Soul to God about Midaight, after fifteen Hours Torment in 
| the frozen Water. The Heathens, were in Admiration to ſee 
| a Man of ſo delicate a Complection, ſuffer theſe Torments 
with ſuch Cheerfulneſs and Conſtancy, He died on the 22th 
of Frebruary, 1624. Next Morning they cut the Bodies to Pieces, 
and drown'd all in the Sea, ſave only the Heads of the Fa- 
ther, and three more, which the Chriſtians ſtole away for Re- 
licks. | N 

Father James Carauail was a Portugueſe, born in Cimbria. An Ab- 
He enter'd into the Society at the Age of Sixteen Vears, and r of 
imbark'd for the Indies in 1600. His Vocation led him to Japan, "IR 
but havin'gnot yet finiſt'd his Studies, the Superiours thought fit 
to ſtop him in China, where he continu'd for the Space of nine 
Years. Being arriv'd in Japan, he ſpent one Year in learning 
the Language, and two more in cultivating the People of the 
Iſland of Camacuſa. From thence he went to AMeaco, and ſo 
to Nangaſaqui, in Order to ſhip off for Macao, amongſt the reſt 
of his Exils, where he continu'd all the Year 1614, and ſo to 
Cochin-China where he labour'd with great Succeſs, in the Sal- 
vation of his Neighbour. | 

The Year following, be was ſent back to Japan, where he vi- 
ſited three ſeveral Times, the Chriſtians that were baniſh'd in- 
to the Iſland of Miſery and Tears. He travelPd alſo to Jedo 
twice, and firſt ſanctify'd that Place by the holy Sacrifice of 
Maſs. Moreover, he ran over the Provinces of Oxu and Deva, 
with all the Dangers and Difficulties above mention'd, in the 
Life of Father Hierom de Angelis. In fine, having founded ſe- 
veral Churches, and baptiz'd infinite Idolaters, and facrific'd 
his Life, for the Safety of his Flock. He liv'd thirty Years in 
the Society, and fifteen of theſe in Japan. He died at the 
Age of threeſcore and four, a Man truly Apoſtolical, Religious 
in all Points, and Heir to the Virtues of St. Francis Xaverius, by 
whoſe great Example he govern'd his Life. 

Notwithſtanding the Heat of the Perſecution, the Fathers %. 
of the Society, travell'd over all the . ai of Japan. Eight ,,; 2 
of them liv'd in the Province of Cami, where they baptiz'd this of Francis 
Year 1614, above 1160 wes without recK'ning Children in- Sintaro. 
Bbb2 to 
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to the Count. Theſe Converts were ſo. many Martyrs in De- 
fire, and we may ſay of them, what Tertullian writes of the firſt 
Martyrs, In receiving Mater they promis'd Blood. In Effect, the 
Barbarians. publiſh'd every Day ſuch cruel Proclamations, that 
none durſt harbour a Chriſtian, or let him a Houſe, which forc4 
them to lye in the open Fields, and the Fathers did the ſame, 
for Fear of ruining their Patrons 
The King Bizen tho” inclin'd of his ewn Temper to favour 
our Religion, yet in Regard the Jegune, had declar'd open War 
againſt ir, ſent Orders for all Chriſtians to depart out of his 
States, and to make ſure Work on't, he directed the Commiſ- 
ſaries of Firoxima, to take the Names of all Inhabitants, as alſo 
the Name of the Seq, and Bonze, whom they had choſen for 
their Director. In this Town liv'd a certain Nobleman call'd 
Francis Sintaro, being abroad in the Country when they made 
the Search : His Houſe-keeper, to ſave his Maſter's Life, ac- 
quainted the Toro that there were no Chriſtians in Don Francy's 
Houſe. The Gentleman hearing upon his Return what the 
Servant had done, blam'd his Conduct extremely, and wrote 
immediatly to the Governour to undeceive him, proteſting he 
would live anddie in the Chriſtian Faith, | 
The Toro ſurpris'd at this Manner of proceeding, and loath 
at the ſame Time to ruin a Perſon of his Quality, defir'd his 
Friends to try if they could bring him to Reaſon. His Rela- 
tions willingly accepted of the Commiſſion, and argu'd the Mat- 
ter with him for thirty Days together, but to no Effet. Upon 
this, the Tono ſent to his Friends at Court, deſiring they would 
uſe their Intereſt with him, before Things came to Extremity ; 
as they did, writing Letters upon Letters, and large Promiſes 
beſides from the Emperour, in Caſe he would renounce the 
Faith. Don Francis, after he had open'd one of the Packets, be- 
lieving the others to be of the ſame Piece, threw them all in- 
to the Fire, without giving himſelf the Trouble to read them. 
The Meſſenger who happen'd to be preſent, admir'd at his Pro- 
ceedings, and told him his Maſters would take it as an Affront. 
Friend (reply'd Don Francis) remember you are a Meſſenger, and not 
a Counſellor deliver your Letters, but don't pretend to give Advice, 
You have diſcharg'd your Commiſſion, take your Anſwer and be 
one. | 
After divers Aſſaults, chiefly from his Brother-in-Law, who 
threaten'd to take away his Daughter, he went out in Search 
of his Confeſſor, in Order to fortify himſelf with the holy Sa- 
craments. Hearing upon his Return, that one Matthias Squiraiemon 
| was 
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was committed to Priſon for his Faith, he broke into this Ex- 
clamation: Happy' Matthias! Fortunate Matthias ! O bow I envy: 
wr Happineſs. and immediatly he call'd for Pen and Ink, and 
wrote to congratulate with him for his good Succeſs. - 

aſt as he was cloſing his Letter, in comes four Gentlemen 
fom the Toro, to know if he would change his Religion? He 
told them he was ſtill of the ſame Mind, determin'd to live and 
die in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. The Tono, upon this Meſlage, 
diſpatch'd three more with poſitive Orders to put him to Death, 
in Caſe he gave not Satisfaction immediatly. The Gentleman 
purſuant to the Tono's: Direction, took with them a Band of 
Soldiers, and inveſted his Houſe. This done, they march'd in 
to acquaint him with their Orders, conjuring him by all that 


was dear, to take Pity on himſelf and his Family, and not force 


the Prince upon Extremities. WIG ne age 
Sintaro knowing very well that Life and Death depended 
on his Anſwer, faid to them, Gentlemen, the Tono it's true, is 
my ratural Prince, and may diſpoſe of me as he thinks good. Pl obey 
moſt nogy in every Thing, where the Law of God does not inter- 
fere, But he's more reaſonable than to bid me rebel againſt the So- 
veraign of Heaven, who exatts Obedience from me on Pain of eter- 
nal Damnation. If you won't comply (reply'd the Gentlemen) pre- 


pare for Death! With all my Heart ( continu'd Sintaro, ) and made 


them a low Bow. : 
Never were Men more ſurpris'd than theſe Cavaliers : The Lu- 


ſter of ſuch eminent Virtue dazPFd their Eyes, and ſoften'd their 
Hearts to that Degree, that they had not Courage to execute 
the Tono's Orders. If you be tir'd of your Liſe (ſaid they) die like 
4 Man of Honour, and rip up your Belly, as becomes a Perſon of your 

uality. I would do it willingly (reply d Sintaro) if the Law of God 
did not forbid us to uſe Violence to our ſelves. 

The Gentlemen in Deſpair of making a Change, bid him 
once more prepare for Death. Willingiy (reply'd Sintaro) but firſt 
vive me Leave to bid my Mot her farewel. Going then into her 
Chamber, with a ſmihng Countenance, My deſr'd Hour, Mo- 
ther (ſaid he) now come, I am going to die, pardon my Faults, and 
give me your Bleſſing. God bleſs you Son, (reply'd the Mother weep- 
ing) and ſend you a happy Death. Tou were al my Comfort in this 
Life, adieu now to Pleaſure, but you ſuffer for Jeſus Chriſt, be he 
ever bleſs d for this Favour. What remains, ſeeins you die for his holy 
Name, I ſhall make it my Buſmeſs to carry my ſelf, as becomes the 
Mother of a Martyr. 

Having 
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| 2 made an End of her Diſcourſe, the Gentleman aud 
Ladies that were preſent, fell a weeping, chiefly Sintaro who 
came thither in Haſt to take Leave of her Husband. He giz 
all that was poſſible to quiet her, and for his laſt Legacy charp's 
her to be conſtant in the Faith, and keep Feſus engraver's 
her Heart. With that he return'd to the Hall to the Officer, 
and falling on his Knees, after a ſhort Prayer, ſtretch'd out hi: 
Neck and receiv'd the fatal Blow. His Martyrdom fell on the 
16th of February, 1624 being four and twenty Years of Age. 
Don Sin- He was Native of cus, and deſcended from one of the chie 
1 ir gamilies in the Country. He was baptiz'd at ſixteen Years 
of Age, and grew up in Virtue to a moſt conſummate Perfection 
He lodg'd the Jeſuites in his Houſes at Canocuni and Aqui, and 
Built them alſo a ſeperate Place for more convenient Exer. 
ciſe of their Functions. All his Pleaſure was to ſerve at Maß 
and in ſpiritual Diſcourſe. He had fo ſenſible a Devotion 10 
our Lord's Paſſion, that he could not ſpeak of it without Tezr 
He faſted frequently, and took a Diſcipline ſeveral Times is 
the Week. Notwithſtanding the Heat of his Youth, he obfery; 
a ſtrict Continence all Lent Time, and liv'd as if he had not 
been married. What ſhall I ſay of his Zeal of Souls? Being 1 
ready Speaker, he often made Diſcourſes to the Chriſtians and 
Heathens with Applauſe. When any Religious came to hi 
Houſe, be us'd to go himſelf and invite the Chriſtians to the 
holy Sacraments. Moreover, if the Prieſt chanc'd to be call 
out at Night to a dying Perfon, or to inſtruct a Family, he 
thought it a Point of Duty to accompany him. In a Word, te 
expreſs'd fo earneſt Deſires of ſuffering, that if the Fathers ha 
not interpos'd he would. have gone to Nangaſaqui and farren- 
der'd himſelf to the Officers in Order to die with the Religious 
that were there in Priſon. ; 
So many Martyrs ſuffer'd about this Time, that it's impoſl- 
Divers ble to give Account of them. The more remarkable was fir 
_ Mer one Matthias Xibara Seiraeimon, an Officer to a Perſon of On. 
5 lity, in Firoxima. In the Beginning of the Perſecution, his Ma. 
ſter try'd both Promiſes and Threats to make him renouace 
the Faith, but finding it took no Effect, he made them ty: 
him Neck and Arms to a Stake. This Torment in Japan is 
reckon'd moſt ſevere, and with Reaſon, for the Cords are 0 
ſtreight, that they cut into the Fleſh. Matthias contiaued 3 
Day and Night in this Torment, and never complain'd. 


Next 


and this is a common Way, of puniſhing notorions Maleta 


'l WF fom Time to Time to tempt his Conſtancy) never gave thi 
rs, [caſt Sign, of yielding to their Demands, inſomuch, that the 
's WH Toro condemn'd him to be crucify'd. It's not to be expreſt 
de bow Matthias rejoycd at the News: He walk'd thro the 
Streets with a pleaſant Countenance to Execution, exhorting 


er ::- People as he paſs'd, to embrace the Faith. 8 
r Seeing the Croſs, he fell on his Knees like another St. Au 
y gew, and cry'd out: O holy Croſs ! ſanttify'd by the Death » 
my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I honour thee with all my Heart, and Soul. 
1 Then he began the Corfiteor, and after a ſhort Reflection, 
5 fixt his Eyes on Heaven ſaying: Bleſſed be the holy Name of 
to Jeſus, who is plead to have 4 on me, 4 our miſerable Sinner. 
* fre Heathens were amaz'd to hear him 51 in this Man- 
4 ner. Who (ſaid they) will be ſaved, if this Man miſcarries. Being 
k raid aloft on the Croſs, they pierc'd him thro' with Lances, 
„end he yielded up his Spirit in a Deluge of Blood. His Mar- 
anom fell on the 13th of February, 1624, being at the Age 
; of 34 Years. He was born in Aqui, and baptiz'd by a Japonian 
. 7:/uir, ſeven Years before his Death. A Man truly Apoſtolical 
f making it his Buſineſs to viſit the Priſons, in Order to re- 
coneile Sinners to the Church. gin 
\ la the Kingdom of Zio, a noble Chriſtian calld John Janang via, 
1 was cut croſs the Body for the Faith. Being return'd Home 


from Baniſhment, under Dayfu/ama in 1612, and applying him- 
ſelf to the Converſion of Souls, they committed him to Priſon, 
where he baptiz'd five of the Heathens. Eighteen Months 
after, they condemn'd him to die, which was no unwelcome 
News, as appear'd by his Procedure, deſiring the Meſſenger to 
thank the Toro, and the Governours for the Favour. As he 
was going to Execution, he cry'd to the People, bidding 
them take Notice, that he ſuffer'd purely for his Faith, and at 
the ſame Time, exhorted them to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, His 
Martyrdom fell on the 14th of February, 1624, thirty Years 
after his Converſion. He was Companion to the Farhers in 
their Miſſions, and preach'd zealouſſy on all Occaſions, but 
we have ne Particulars, of what Converſions he made. 


The 
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Next Day they tyed a Log of Wood about his Neck, not 
unlike the Yoaks that are us'd for Oxen in the Drag, 
in4 


S 4 
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„in 7%, The Martyr contind d four Days under this Tor-. 
50 ture, and notwithſtanding the Entreaty of Friends who came 
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e Vice-" The Aagune, enjoying a profound Peace over all his Emyi,, 
Toy of 0d Apply'd his Thoughts towards the Extirpation of Chriſti 
ſendi an Religion dt of his States. The ſame. Year he forbad all Con. 
Embaſſy to MErce with Foreigners, and none to trade at Home Neither 
the Xo- beſides Heathens, and Apoſtates, which ſuddainly reduc'd the 
gune. Chriſtians to the laſt Extremity. Moreover, being infor 
that the Ships from the Philippines, brought over Religi 
and privatly convey'd them into the Country, he broke of 41 
Correſpondence with thoſe Iſlands. | 

In the mean Time, the Yice-Roy to preſerve the Trafic 
with Japan, deputed a ſplendid Embaſſy to the new Lehn. 
The Embaſſadors put in at Auro in the Kingdom of Farin, 
thirty Leagues from Ozaca, and march'd up into the Country 
as far as Meaco, but with a ſmall Retinue. The Governour: 
who happen'd to be in Town at the ſame Time, demande 
of them in whoſe Name they came? What Preſents the 
brought? With what Merchandiſe they were laden, and whit 
their Buſineſs was with the Xogune ? The Embaſſadors anſwer! 
to all their Queries, and the Governours gave Advice of it ty 
Court. The Xogure after mature Deliberation, ſent back Word, 
that the Embaſſy came not from any crown'd Head, but vn 
all Trick and Deſign of the Prieſts, that he wou'd receive 9 
Man in Quality of publick Miniſter from a Country, tha 
made Profeſſion of a Religion, pernicious to his States. His 
Predeceſſors indeed formerly admitted of them, upon the Ac: 
count of Commerce, but of late it was found, they had othe: 
| Deſigns in View, and intended to eſtabliſh their wicked Reli 
gion in the Country, and for this Reaſon he was reſolv'd to 
baniſh every Man of them out of Japan, and none for the future, 
to ſet Foot in the Iſland, on what Pretence or Excuſe ſoever 

The Embaſſadors did all that was poſſible, to beat down 
this falſe Perſwaſion, and procure Audience of the Prince, 
but the Court was poſitive in her Reſolve, inſomuch that the; 
were forc'd to leave the Country, without effecting their Buſineh. 
All the while they continu'd on Board in the Port, the Guards 
kept watch over them Day and Night, and not a Man of then 
permitted to ſet Foot on Shoar, or ſo much as to ſpeak with 
a Native, two Officers only excepted, who were order'd to 
furniſh them with Proviſions, and all this upon a Suſpicion, that 
they had Religious on Board 1n Diſguiſe. 

For the ſame Reaſon, the Yoouwne commanded his Officers to e 
guard all the Ports, and Paſſages into the Country, as alſo to the 
take ia the Names of all Foreigners, and baniſh them 5 Och. 

TJ 4pan, 
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Jan, Hollanders excepted, as being profeſs'd' Enemies to | 
prleſts and Religion, trampling upon the Crucifix, and Saints 
pictures, ſo much reverenc'd and honour'd by the Catho- 
licks. q | N 
So ſoon as this laſt Edict was publiſt'd at Nangaſaqui, the Foreigners 
Officers took in the Names of all the Foreigners, as well Eu- e 
ropeans as Chineſe, ordering them to depart out of the Illand ch of Ja- 
by a prefix d Day, on Pain of Death. g.. 

At the 4 Time, they all imbark'd, except Priſoners, 
and ſet Sail Macao and the Philippines. What's moſt cruel, 
the Xogune without Regard- to the facred Tyes of Marriage, 
order d that the Wives and ſuch Children, as were horn in the 
Country, ſhould be ſtopp'd, which causd a gen ral Lamenta- 
tion, for by this Means, the Children were torn from the Em- 
braces of their Parents : The Wives were forc'd from their 
Husbands, and the Country, and no Regard had to their pit- 
tiful Cries. 3 | Sify Hef 

The Town mourn'd generally, and the more in Confideration 
of the large Charities, which were diſtributed amongſt the Peo- 
ple at their Departure, not to mention the Slaves, who were 
ſet at Liberty by their Order, and their moveable Goods, 
which were all fold for the Advantage of the Poor. 25 

The Tyrant not content with Tormenting the living, declar'd- 
open War againſt the dead too. There was a Church-Yard in 
Nengaſaqui, where they us'd to interr the Chriſtians, and in it 
ſeveral Stately Monuments of Stone, Brick, and Wood, with 
the Standard of the Croſs in the Middle. The Tyrant com- 
manded his Men to pull down this, and the other Croſſes, as 
alſo to raiſe all the Monuments, and dig up the Bones, but 
the Chriſtians having timely Notice of his Intentions, took the 
Opportunity of the Night, and convey'd moſt of the Bones in- 
to their Houſes, and this for Fear the Soldiers ſhould: caſt 
them into the Sea. IHE | 

The Force and Efficacy of divine Faith is manifeſtly diſcern'd 
in the Reſolution and Conſtancy of timorous Women and ten- 
der Infants. We have already mention'd ſeveral rare Exam- 
ples of this Kind, and we may reckon as many more which 
happen'd about this Time, in moſt of the Provinces of Japan. 
at To begin with Figer. 

Noboxima KXinenonocams, the principal Lord of this Kingdom, ie Fer- 

to to pleaſure the Yoowre, ifſu'd out his Proclamation for aboliſhing wour of the 
to the Chriſtian Religion in his States. Upon this Order, the hiess 


of MW Officers commanded the Chriſtians to return immediatly to the“ Finge. 
Ccc Wor- 
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of them bought whole Pieces of Stuff, 
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Worſhip of the Idols, on Pain of loſing their Bars, and Noſes, 


and being. made Slaves, together mirh their. Wives and" Ci, 


The Chriſtians of Quiezicutra were all — with the 
News, in Confidence of ſuffering, Martyrdom Jeſus Chritt. 


To this End, they prepar d themſelres by frequenting the $4. 


craments;: and pious Conferences wu ber remarkable, ſeyeral 
E * for making Cloaths to 
wear andthe Day of their Triumpt bpb. 

The Governoav ſummon d 130 of them to appear at his fri. 
bunal, and did all that was poſſible to bring over to his 
Seft, but finding they were not to be wrought. upon, he. bid 
them be gone out of his Preſence, and in the mean, Time, ſee 
for their Wives. Theſa dexout People hbelieving they were to 
ſuffer, elad themſelves in their beſt Apparel, and marchꝰd cheer. 
fally to the Court with the Children in their Arms, where they 
had the Honour to ſuffer contumely for Chriſt, and Impriſon- 
ment beſides.) till farther Orders. 

Next Morning, one of the. prigeipgl Chriſtians. mov'd the 

for their Releaſment, offering himiſelf to lay in Bond 
tor their Appearance upon Summons, which was readily accey- 
ted. But now the main Difficulty, was to make the Women 
return Home, they all conſtantly oppos'd it, proteſting they 
would not move from thence, unleſs it were to Execution, in- 
ſomuch, that the other Chriſtians were ford to,igterpofe their 
3 — Authority, and after all, the Buſineſs could hardly 
Moreover, ſeveral others belonging to Occuſa coming in up- 
on the late Summons after the others were releas'd, their Bre- 
thren exhorted them to return Home. By no Aeans (ſaid they) 
we are reſolv d ro appean, that the Heathens may ſee we. take. it 2 
an Honour, ho ſuffer for Jeſus Chriſt. In Effect, they preſented them- 
ſelves before the Court, but the Judge finding them determin'd 
to ſuffer the laſt Extremities, thought better to diſmiſs them for 
the preſent, till Opportunity ſerv'd. 
The Ladies of Firando were treated in a different Manner. 


2 —— After the Death of the great Servant of God Gabriel, who ſuf- 


o pur to fer'd for harbouring Father Camillus Canſtantius, they ſeiz'd on 


his Family, and kept them under a cloſe Guard. This Fa- 
mily, conſiſted of five Perſons, beſides Men and Women Ser- 
vants, viz. Mary the Grandmother, Grace his Wife, two other 
4e:)s his Daughters, and his Brother Linus. 
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80 ſoon as the Tome had 'paſs'd Sentence upon then, 
his Phyſician went ſtreight to their Quarters News, 
offering to employ his Int'reſt on their Behalf, in Caſe they 
would forſake the Chriſtian Religion: Lins in the Name of 
the Reſt, humbly thank'd him for his kind Intentions, but at 
the ſame Time poſitively refus'd the Offer. The News of their 
Condemnation being bruited about Town, all their Friends and 
Acquaintance went to viſit them. 

Towards Midnight, two of the- Tox#s Officers came to their 
Lodgings, to remove the Houſhold- Stuff, and leſt them nothin 
beſides the Cloaths they wore. '' The Saints were not in the! 
concernꝰd, on the contrary, as the Soldiers gutted the Houſe, 
they ſung Hymns and Prayers to Almighty God. When this 
was done, they bound Linus and the Reſt of the Family, theold 
Grandmother excepted, and one of the Servants Children, whick 
the Soldier took under his Arm. J n od » F237 » ” 1 201 ; up 

They marcb'd within a League of Fyando, where ſeveral Barks 
lay waiting for them. The nine condemn'd Perſons went on 
Board the two firſt, and the Soldiers in the Reſt. Being come 
to the Place of Execution, they all went on Shear, and fell 
ptoſtrate on their Rnees. Lim humbly thank d His Rxecuti- 
oner for the intended Favour. Grace's: youngeſt Daughter alſo, 
nothing daunted at the Approach of Death, tho* not paſt eleven 
Years of Age, turn'd to her Mother, ſaying : Madam, the Soldiers 
are going to ſend us to Paradiſe, ought not we in Reaſon, to gius Thanks 
for the Favour ? | } EET 8 12 2 ; . 7 -5 oH 

The firſt that ſuffer'd, was the old Grandmother, 4 Woman 
of ninety Years of Age. Falling on her Knees, and calling up- 
on Feſus and Mary, one of her Relations according to the Cu- 
ſtom of the Country, ſtruck off her Head. Linus a young Man 
at the Age of one and twenty Years, ſuffer d next. Next te 
him his elder Siſter, at the Age of eighteen, and then his youngeſt 
Siſter, at the Age of twelve Years, as was ſaid above. They 
all died by the Hand of a Perſon of Quality, calling upon Al- 
mighty God to their laſt Breath. „ 
Freſently after, follow'd the Lady Grace : Seeing the Bodies 
of her Son and Daughters wallowing in Blood, fhe fix'd her 
Eyes on Heaven, and return'd Thanks to God, for making her 
à Mother of three Martyrs. That done, ſhe fell on her Knees, 
together with her Daughter-in-Law, a young Gentlewoman of 
nineteen Years of Age, and the above mentron'd Relation, cut 
off their Heads. This done, the Soldiers executed the Servants 


Mary, Cecily, and her Son Michael, an Infant of three Years old. 
Cc 2 | This 
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This little Child eſcaping from the Soldier that carried him 


under his Arm, ran up to his Mother, who was actually on 
her Knees in Order to die, and as ſhe embrac'd him, the Exec. 
tioner took off her Head, and at the ſame Time diſpatch'd the 
Child by a back Stroke. | 
The Scene being now over, the Heathens cover'd their Bo. 
dies with Mats according to the Cuſtom of the Country, and 
afterwards threw them into the Sea. | 
Thefe Martyrs were all Natives of Firando, Strange Things 
were recounted of the Lady Grace, this at leaſt is certain, 
She train'd up her Children to Martyrdom, and ſufferd 
with them her ſelf, on the 3d of March, 1624. At the Age of 
fift Years. | | ; 14 N | 
4 Fenily The ſame Day at Uſucce they put to Death another Family, 
Cant of L Anthony Girobroye, a Man of fourſcore Years of, Age, as alſo 
quiſuqui his Wife, were both beheaded... He viſited the Sick, and en- 
crown'd tertain'd them in his own Houſe. Moreover, Luke  Morifbroy,, 
with Mar- after repeated Inſtances of the Tons to return to the Worſhip 
yyrdom- of the Idols, was beheaded in his own Houſe. He formerly 
harbour'd Father Camillus Conſtantius, and that Charity of his 
merited him the Crown of Martyrdom, being at the Age of 
ſixty ſix Years. Laſtly, his Son Alexjus, a true Heir to his 
Parents Virtues, had the Hononr to die with him the ſame 


Day. | | 

A „Wife to Luke Moriſibroye, as Providence would have it, 
chanc'd to be abroad when they ſeiz'd on her Husband, but 
hearing what had paſs'd ſhe went of her own Accord to 
ſurrender her ſelf to the Toro, and on the Road, fell luckily in 
with the Soldiers, that beheaded her Husband. They preſent- 
ly laid Hands on her, commanding her to renounce the Faith, 
It's now ſixty eight Tears (ſaid ſhe) ſince I receiv'd holy Baptiſm, and 
in all this while I never yet waver'd in my Choice, and would you have 
me turn Apoſtate at the End of my Days ? Being late, the Officers 
ſent her Home. Next Morning again they gave her a Viſit, to 
ſee if ſhe was till of the ſame Opinion, and finding her ſtea- 
dy and conſtant, they conducted her to the Place of Execu- 
tion, and told her plainly, ſhe muſt either change her Religion, 
or die. With that, the good old Woman fell on her Knees, 
and the Soldier ſtruck off her Head. 

The Fury of the Officers ſtopp'd not here, for marching on 
to Alexius's Houſe where the Wife was lying in, they mur- 
ther'd the Infant, and two other little Children, and probably 
enough the Mather too, tho' nothing is mention'd of her in our 
Memoirs. [ 
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1 ſhou'd have a Horrour to name ſo many tragical Diſaſters; Damien, 


if the Virtues of Faith and Charity, did not render them precious Faniiy pur 
in the Sight of God. Behold another Family alſo cut off for Peall. 


the Law of Jeſus Chriſt, I mean that of glorious Damien 
the Martyr who ſuffer d in 1602. His Eſtate being confiſcated, 
they confin'd H/abella his Mother, as alſo Beatrix his Wife, and 
the Children, Priſoners to their own Houſe, and Guards about 
the Doors, to keep Centinal Day and Night. The Soldiers 
weary'd with continual Duty, pray'd/the Lady to comply with 
the Tono's Deſire, and fave her Family. The Lady anſwer'd, 
that being perfectly united with her Husband in his Life Time, 
as well in Religion as Affection, ſhe ought in Juſtice, to imitate 
his Example after his Dzath. | 
After two Years Impriſonment, the Tons condemn'd ' Beatrix, 
and her Children to die. Habella finding ſhe was not compre- 
hended in the Sentence; complain'd of the Proceeding to the 
Soldiers, and they made Report of it to the Tone, upon which, 
he was order'd to be executed with the Reſt. | 77 | 
Taking the Martyrs out of Priſon, one of the Heathens at- 
tempted to reſcue little Paul out of their Hands, and what's 
wonderful in his Age, being not paſt twelve Years, he vigor- 
ouſly oppos'd it, and mareh'd cheerfully to Execution with the 
Reſt. So ſoon as they came in Sight of the Iſland, where 
Damien ſuffer'd, Beatrix fell on her Knees, to thank Almighty 
God for his Mercy on her Husband. Preſently after, up comes 
John Sucamoro's Wife, and Children, on their Way to Execution, 
and joyning in Company, they ſung all together the Praiſes of 
Almighty God. = | 
Damien's Family being at 'Gioroco, a Port in the Iſland of 
Nancaia, went on Shoar. Beatrix firſt entring the Liſt, fell 
on her Knees, and preſently after was beheaded. Her eldeſt 
Son Paul came next. The Officer commanded him to pull off 
his Cravat, which he did : Then falling on his Knees, with 
his Eyes fixt on Heaven, he pronounc'd Jeſus, Maria, and 
immediatly the Executioner took off his Head. The fecond 
Son call'd John, a Boy of nine Years of Age, who ſtood on 
his right Hand, ſeeing his Brother expir'd, proſtrated on 
the Ground, and joyning his Hands, ſubmitted with great Re- 
ſolution to the fatal Blow. There now only remain'd the 
two Daughters, Magdalen and Iſabella, the firſt 13, the latter 
7 Years old. The Executioners like ravenous Wolves, threw 
Iſabella down on her Mother's Corps, and gave her three great 
Blows with a Scimitar. With that Magdalen fell on her Knees, 
and 
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and asking for the Executioner? he came up, and ſtruck of 
> her Head. 3 | a | , p 44 
| The devout. Lady /abella, who was upwards of ſeventy four 
Vears of Age, beheld this Tragedy with a weeping Heart, of. 
fering ſo many Sacrifices to God. Her Deſire was to ſuffer 
laſt, either becauſe ſhe had a Mind to repeat her Oblations to 
Heaven, by ſeeing her Children ſacrific'd in her Sight, or (a 
ſhe faid her ſelf) Te bave the Opportunity of encouraging them in the 
Conflidt. She ſufter'd on the fifth of March, 1624. This is what 
we call Faith and Conſtancy. This is to be Chriſtian in very 
Deed, and what 'onght to confound us, who aſpiring and pre. 
tending to the ſame Recompenſe, will ſuffer nothing to delſerye 


It. | n 
But if theſe Examples be not enough to encourage us, there 
does not want others that will. We formerly reconnted the 
Martyrdom of John Suc amato, Patron to Father Camillus Conſtar- 
tius. His Wife Mary together with her Children, were all 
confin'd Priſoners to their own Home. Being condemn'd to 
ſuffer the ſame Day, that Damier's Family was put to Death, 
they tranſported them by Sea to the ſame Ifland. Mary. and 
her youngeft Son, a Boy of ten Years of Age landed firſt, and 
were both beheaded. re SR. 
The other | three Brethren, viz. Andrew, Maucia, and John, 
who were all turn'd of twenty Years of Age, continu'd on Board. 
So ſaon as the firſt two were beheaded, the Ship put off from 
the. Shoar, and the Executioner bound the: other three in a 
Michael Sack, and drown'd them in the Ses. | 
amanda In the Kingdom of Firando, whole Families together were 
— drown'd, maſſacred and burnt for the Faith: For la- 
and bis Fa- ſtance. | | | 888 
mily mar- In one of the Ports of Frando call'd Coqui liv'd a holy Man 
9 nam'd Michael. Being particularly noted for exhorting the Chri- 
ftians to Martyrdom, in the late Perſecution, they condemnd 
bim and his Family to die. He brought up his Children with 
ſuch a Senſe of Almighty God, that the Heathens with all 
their cunning Deviſes were not able to make the leaſt Impreſ- 
ſion upon them. They labour'd for two Days together to per- 
vert his Son John, a Boy of thirtcen Years of Age, and al 
the Anſwer they got was, that he would live and die a Chri- 
ſtian. | 
Some Heathens deſiring Urſula to leave them one of her 
Daughters, ſhe anſwer'd ; She would not leave a Child to an Ido- 
(aten for the whole M. orld. On 
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ob tue Day of Execution,,Michael took his Daughter as 183 
85 


jn one Hand, and a lighted. Taper in the other, as.. a: 
of his Faith. Vrſala carried the youngeſt Child in her. 
and a lighted Taper. Their Son John march'd in Front v 
x Light in his Hand, and walk ' d with ſo much, Modeſty and 
Gravity, that the  Heathens ſtood in Admiration, at him. Urſula, 
who deſerves àn eminent Place amongſt the heroical, Ladie 
begged Leave to: ſuffer lat, Torf, End (they're her own. Words) 
I may ſee my little Flock ſecure, before I. die. Ane N =. 4 5 25080 
The firſt chat ſuffer'd was her- Husband Michal. The Bx- 
ecutioner took off his Head at the firſt Stroke. But his Daugh- 
ter Clare was abſolutely. butcher' d, in his Hands, being forc d to 
repeat his Stroke over and over again, before he could, figi 
the Work. The Father was ſeventy three Years, 2 
. >1i -:21> 1559217, 2dr avis mas. Th, 
So foon as the firſt Scane was over, Jelu roſe up; and ent 
to his Mother, praying her to cut off his Hair, to give the 
Executioner better Aim. The devout Lady, without the leaſt 
Concern, kiſsd him, and ty'd his Locks to the. Crown of his N. 
Head. With that he return'd to his Place, but obſerving the 
Executioner to be a young Man, he pray d him to —— his 
Hand, and do his Office well. Then joyning his Hands, calling 
upon Jeſus and Mary, the Soldier cut off his Head. | | 
Urſula) ſeeing her Husband and two Children executed in 
her Sight, fix'd her Dyed on Heaven, and cry'd out, My God 
and Father of Mercies, be thou Bleſs d for making me worthy to 4ſ 
fit at this Spectacle, ſo charming to Men. and Angels. - Give. me 
Grace, to ſhare with them in their Crowns.. I have now only one lit- 
tle Girl remaining, receive us both I beſeech you, in an humble Sacri- 
fice, to your divine Majeſty. * | 
This ſaid, ſhe embrac'd her Child, and falling on her Knees 
with it in her Arms, the Soldier took their Heads off at a 
Stroke. This Family was diſtinguiſh'd for its Piety; their Son 
John faſted three Days a Week in Lent, and every Saturday thro? 
the whole Year beſides, in Honour of the Mother of God. 
Their Martyrdom fell the 6th of March, 1624. their Bodies 
were caſt into the Sea, but their Names ſhall live for everin 
the Minds of the Faithful. q 
To this we may add another Example of a Lady of Quality, 4 ay 
Wife to John Juquinoma. Her Husband obtain'd the Palm of ef gualiiy 
Martyrdom two Years before, and Catherine, to her great Grief, t 10 
was then repriev'd in Regard of her Birth. But the Perſecu- * Ja 
tion being renew'd again in the Year 1624, P:{imo the Lord ofen * 
| that Death. 
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that Iland, did all he could to make her renounce the Faith, 
but finding her conſtant to her Reſolution, he ſent | Word to 
prepare ber ſelf for Death, being reſoly'd to execute her that 
Day, in ſach a Bonze's Houſe. The Lady upon this Meſſage 
without waiting for the Officer, went of her own Accord to 
the Place, ſaying her Beads on the Way. So ſoon as ſhe wx; 
: arriv'd, the Heathens who waited her Coming, gave her to 
underſtand, that ſhe muſt ſacrifice without more ado to the 
Gods, in the Bonzes Pagod. "it LED 
The deyout Lady perceiving the Miſtake, clapp'd Hold on 
the Threſhold, and begg'd of Almighty God with Tears in her 
Eyes, to deliver her out of the Snare. What's more, when 
they offer'd to drag her in by Force, ſhe made fo violent 
Oppoſition, that the Judge was out of Countenance, and 
bid them give the Matter over. She continu'd all that 
Night with the Borze's Mother, who did not fail to ex. 
erciſe her Patience, exhorting her to take Pity on her ſelf, to 
be mindful of her Family, and wave the idle Fancies and Chi- 
" meras of thoſe known Impoſtors, that ſo manifeſtly impog'd 
upon her. But this Manner of reaſoning thro' God's Grace, 
help'd- rather to eſtabliſh her in her Principles. | 

Next Day, the Officers finding her ſteady in the Faith, with- 
out Regard to her Quality and Sex, bound her ſtark .naked 
to a Pine Tree. The Servant of God not a little out of Coun- 
tenance to ſee her ſelf in this miſerable Condition, thought of 
a moſt admirable expedient, chafing her Body againſt the Bark 
of the Tree, till ſhe wzs all over gore Blood. 

The Heathens fearing the Chriſtians might gather up the 
Blood for Relicks, remov'd her to another Tree, but the Blood 
trickling down as before, they convey'd her into an old ruinous 
Building, and bound her the third Time to a Stake. In the 
mean while, the Tono hearing what had paſs'd, pronounc'd Sentence, 
and order'd ſhe ſhould be led forthwith to Execution which was hi 
done accordingly. The Lady being arriv'd at the Place, fell on 00 
her Knees with her Eyes fix'd on Heaven, and. gave Thanks to 
to God, for making her worthy to die for his holy Name, and Fy 
ſo was beheaded, being at the Age of Forty eight Years. The of 
Heathens ſow'd up her Body in a Sack, and threw it into the 
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It's not to be imagin'd what Blood was ſhed theſe laſt Six 7; 
Months, in Frando and Omura. The Chriſtians were taken upon Pr 
the leaſt Suſpicion, and put to Death without Regard to Age, lar 


Condition or Sex. Moreover, they exercis'd ſuch Ore” - | 
a | thoſe — 
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was diſcover'd upon nis. Return by one of the Spies, and taken 


Priſoner. The Manner of his Impriſonment is ſer dOwWn at be, Reli. 
large by himſelf, ein one of his Letters, to the Provincial, and gions pur 
is as follows. | 


A | * . 0 1 * ' 
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thoſe that harbour'd them, that Parents turn'd their Children tt 
out of Doors and the contrary; inſomuch, that they were 
forc'd to ubſeond in Foreſts, and Deſerts, where Multitudes gf 
them, periſſd of Hunger and Cold .... * 
I cou'd inſtance, infinite Examples in this Kind, if the in- 4 meme- 
tended Breyity of my Story wou d permit; however there's 1 e. 
one more remarkable than the Reſt, which I muſt of Neceſlity n 5 
take Notice of in this Place. 12 , Chriſtian. 
A certain Governour cal'd Nobexima, hearing that ſeveral 
Cbriſtians under his juriſdiction, were retired to Omura. he 
ilſud out his Proclamation, requiring all to appear, before the 
Tono Fucufors, - by ſuch a Day. Thirty, of the more reſolute 
than the Reſt, tool Ship immediately, and repair'd to the 
place. in Ohedience' to his Commands, and being old Soldiers, 
and inur'd to Perſecutions, they bore the Enemies Shock, with 
undaunted Ce ff 0 13143. T T2n0ns yd em 28 dg 
The Tenò enrag'd to ſee himſelf overcome by their Conſtancy, 
order'd, they ſhou'd be ſtripp'd naked, and left expos'd to the 
open Air. There was one young Man amongſt the Reſt, that 
Akinguilbrd himfelf on this Occaſion. The Ten to try his 
Reſolution, commanded him to put his Finger into the Fire, 
and fee if he cd d endure to be burnt alire. The young Man 
believing, he won'd do God Service, and that the Character 
of 2 Chriſtian oblig'd him to fhew, what a Value he ſet on 
bis Religion, held hie Fipger is the Flames, till it burnt off, 
to the Ad mitation of che Heithens, and of the Toyo j par- 
ticular, who was pleas'd thereupon to ſpare him his Life, and 
releaſe the other Priſoners* on his*Account. \ Behold; an eminent 
Inſtance, of Chriſtian Fortitude," which ought. to blot out the 
Memory of that true, or fabulous Srevola, ſo much boaſted on, 
by the Romans. DOCS RN COST ee, da dene oh ot 
But if we ſo much — this young Man, for holding 
his Finger in che Fire, What ſhalÞ we think of ſo many illuſtxi- 
ous Per oli es, that ſuffer'd their whole Bodies, to be burt 
to Aſhes, for the Love of Jeſus Chriſt? In this Manner dy d 
. eminent Religious Men, whom we are next to treat 
/// AM AN Ro 
Father Michael Carabail, of the Society of Jeſa, going pri- Farber 
vatly from Oma, to heut the Confeſſions of the . Chriſtiags, 2 
and ſome 
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Fe Oing to Omura, to hear the chef ion ef the elne 

I 'the Spies diſedver'd'me in mee, nad. criad me 72 
Governour. He committed nie to Priſon with the 7 i 
extremely, but God 'out of this Goddeſs is at ithe ſum 

Dime, to repleniſh aur Sonis forth Jay. Tiere are 1 5 5 eur Rs. 
Lie vous of try d Virtue, viz. A Priof. af: St. Dominic s Order, ny 
„f S. Francis's, and a Japonian Site &f. th | 
N 4 came into the Pri ſan, they van to embrace me, 
To e bur ſelves Pri ſomer:  confeſſny 14nd, 2 
Yate % appointed, that I App re bendedl an at, 
Ualen's m=_ a Sam I war N Er e. 
100 5 
I heſe good Religious: ivd thirtora NM 0 
theſe Dungeons, under all the Hardſhips and N 9 8 
nable, as appears by another Letter of the foreſaid > 
are all Sick (ſays he) ami benguiſhing in ear Bodies ; Hut n t 
en the _—_ of Mercies its pleasd te replen;h 2 e 

We oy. 'Formy Part, I could not have 1 
y much Fatiufliction in Jufering Ur the EN 
Grolinſs be bleſfd "forever. 

Father Cœuauail being uncertain as tothe Time of hi 1. Hai; 
took Leave of his Brethren, and of Father e in parti- 
cular, who ſuffer d nine Years after. His Letter to og 
ther is particularly moving, and deſerves: to be recorded, as 


Randing Monument of his Piery: and * It runs thus. 


"Know Cw ery well — Serwef, as ah Ha 
Intereſt of my Body, 80. me in, or -out of Prijen. 
1 Daz the enfinite | . 747 God, for. co me to this Place, 
to do Penance for my Sins, and 3 the Loſs my Order {aſian 
he little Fruit I vi WF in Japan. I prepare for Death, and emo 
male me de ſire it: 1 M Gi , God, and the Epiation of nj (Sin 
I' true, refletting on their — mg „I tremble for Fs Fear, 
but then calling to Mind the Goodneſs of God, has darts bis. hind 
Rays on the Good and the Bad, I reſign my ſelf to his Mercy. The 
Lam we preach and defend, male us Proof againſt all Torments, The 
_ "Apoſtles, by Firtue i of this, overcame. the e and trac' d us, by 
their Blood, the true Way to Glory. Oh wat 4 Hap ie ſ⸗ to be'burnt 
Alive for: Je g od „ God! What 4 Satis fation to . cut in Pieces, 
Limb from Laab, fer the Glory of 27 Lord, who hath prevented 
ine with ſo many Graces, ſought after, purſu 4 and born with 
miſerable a Wreich! © Amiatie Jeſus: / What can 1 do miſerable 
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Tr hr yn bo . your Pots? How 
ice x Wha f I fufftr* to pleaſe you 277 244522 
jo 155 _ % en ere 22 you af, and cem 


ole Sacre es, and Py 
Nur Fee 4 is 222555 / oy Tee 

2 ef "Forment), for bit os and} the holy Fairh, | 
NN ap ord, and all that th Huemer of 9 can in. 


, I ww cine all u 2 Sarisfattionr of 
this Life, and glory in Fs for Jeſus rl If bis divine Ma- 


EE 


fy will Have me are 3 on, . wit iy Hardſtips aum Mi- 

ſenet, his boly Name b 4. be will have m continue in 
this oarbſonte Dun Erb of the World, full of Miſe 

Pain, F refiger If th bis hbely Will. But hearing from E 
qui, that our is lite to be ſhort, J now" bid you farewel, de 

Father for me, 1.4 for jou. "Fourth Prifer of Ours, 

Feb. the rob, e 


; HI rome ani Frie Fiend, 
Michael Caravail, ngriſem i for bis Sine. 


Thr wee the Sentiment aud Deſires of this great Servant 
of God. I was ſome' Time in Doubt whether 1 ſhould add to 
this another of his Letters to the Provincial, upon the News of 
his Death. As we are apt to tire with the moſt diverting 
Paſiges, When moſt tedious, I was affraid of treſpaſſing, upon 
the curteous Reader's Patience, by ſo frequent Repetitions, but 
then refleQing on the Efteem we. fet Sante Rellcks and 
what Care is taken to preſerve them, I thought we might va- 
lue, as much at leaſt thoſe of his Soul, as thoſe of his Body 
o_ this inducd nie to give * a Copy of the forela 

er. 


' E 


Reverend e 
[5% ſeveral. have been burnt” at Jedo, for the Love of Jeſus Chriſt. 


O thrice baypy Soldiers O fortunate Warriers of Jeſus Chriſt ! 

k ſhe'd the World in the Capitol of: the Empire, how unjuſt the 
Nogune' Laws were, and how juſt thoſe of the Omnipotent God, for 
whoſe Sake, they- laid down their Lives. wa Happineſs ! What 
Mercy! My Foul envies their bleſſed Fate. Happy: Meth, in Re- 

{ard it releaſes us from 4 mfr. Life, in this Vail of — 5 
orc” 
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carried Croſſes in their Hands, and, march'd on Foot to the th 
Boats that were appointed to waft ee Priſoners ny 
were all put on Board together with the Officers, and made af 
Sail to a ſpacious. Field, call'd Face, near, Omura, tlie Place ap Y 


pointed for Execution: The Martyrs; being ſet an Shoat, hu tc 
nl Þly thank'd the e Chat ee de by taking ſo tl 
3 much Trouble on th . Account, and then began to ſing Plalms bn 
ll with their Croſſes dilplay'd in the” Air. Soon after, Father Ic 
Caravail began a mourping Diſcourſe * to the People, deſiring W 
them to bear Witneſs, with what Alacrity, they, utter d for the 


— * 


holy Faith. A* te 

The firſt that was bound to his Stake, was Father Carvail * 
of the Society of Jeſus. The ſecond, Father Yaſquez a Domi- hi 
nican. The third, Father Lewis Sorella a Franciſcan, The fourth, of 
Father Lewis Saſſandra of the ſame Order, and the fifth, Bro- — 
ther Lewis a Japonian, of the third Order of St. Fraucis. The * 
Executioners, to divert the People with the odd Motions add H 
Contorſions of their Bodies (as are incident to Men under ſuch 2 
Torments) ty'd them ſlack, but by divine Providence, their Ex- ne 
pectation was fruſtrated, the Martyrs ſtanding all the while N 
immoveable as Rocks, with their Eyes fix'd on Heaven, unleſs 7 


as Occaſion ſery'd ia addreſſing themſelves to the Mulzitode, be 
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They kindled theo Rire, “ whighoeathier; roſted than burn 
them *1Sorifo0n1 as it»kpprodch'd! Brother ei he wallk'd thro! 
Middle of the Flames; and 'felli av che Feet of the Prieſts; 
to kiſs their Hands. That done, hherexhorted-the People to 
believe in; -Feſus Ghniſt, mbo; Arne cen ave; them from eternal 
Fire, and returning tohis:Place,-lean'd himſelf againſt the Stake, 
and ſo yielded up his pure Soul to God. „ % «11 
The Smoak fori ſome - Time i was thick on the other Side, 
that it way ãmpoſſible to diſcern the Reſt, only now ane 
then, they heard them ery ont, Jeſus Matin. The ſecond that 
9275 was Father Aicha Cargumi, and the third. Father Lewis . 
aſandras; This latter when his Coms were, burnt, made up 
towards his 1three Sompaniens, bus his Feet failing, he bow'd 
down his Head, and falling back againſt the-p take, immediatly 
expir'ds © lSnνj,,ã27 off daim norifode 195m go Doin i onde 
The other two, in Regard the Flames cou'd not reach. their 
Bodies, liv'd three whole Hours in the Torment; and ſtopd all 
the while immoveęablerto their laſt Breath. ITheit Martyrdom 
fell on the 275K of August, 1624410) 34 e HECHT ie 


Father Michael, Caraydil, way Natiye; of/. Brachara, in Portugal. An Ab- 
Hg enter'd into the Society at thei Age of twenty Years...) After r 
the Courſe. of his Philoſophy, he imbark'd for the Indies, and Caravails 
ſtudy'd- his Divinity at Cd, Where he alſo taught the fame Lie. 


afterwards, with af general Applauſe. At the Age of forty 
Years, he earneſtly petition dito be ſent for Clipe, in Orden 
to paſs from thence. into n Phe Ship being founderd on 
the Coaſts of AAalacca, hei narrowly: eſeap'd With his Life, and 
with great Difficulty traveWd'over Land into the Country. Not 
long after, he went ovet with ſome: Portugizefe, into Japan; and 
with much ado, ſtole: into the Country in Soldiers Cloaths. 
He lodg'd at firſt with ar Hortugueſe, and afterwards retit'd 
to Amacuſa, to ſtudy the 3 de ſulfer d there extremely, 
and frequently fell ſick with the) Cold and other Hardſhips: 
his Diſcourſe (as became a good Religious Man) was conſtantly 
of ſpiritual : Things: He pray'd continually, and frequently 
wept at the holy Altar. He ſpent an Hour in preparing 
himſelf for, holy Maſs, and an Hour after in his Reflection. 
He always ſhew'd a particular Devotion to the Bleſ#d: Virgin, 
and diſciplin'd himſelf daily to Blood. He wore a Hair-ſhire 
next his Skin, and often times an Iron one, ſtuck: with fharp 
Nails. He faſted regularly -thrice a Week, and Fridays and 
Vigils of great Feaſts, to Bread and Water. By theſe Auſterities, 
be prepar'd himſelf for Martyrdom; His Confidence in Gods 
bis 
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% Pho fly vf rb Caleb NKF N 
u Charity to his Nein our and, piteons Tenderueſs of; 
le by mim entounttr alb D es: withe Cheerfu 5 eb. 
He hv'd: in all Plates (as thoſe that were acquννwted with un 
& teſtifie) more nue an Angel chan a Man. Ne had a Sort 


Companies, He lid 27 in the Soeieryy ant far 9 f 


the 47th of his Age. 02 Ion Nei n bg * on: 
The Mar- 1 end this Book and Vehr, with" the © glorious Death of I., 
Le. Antag, and Eis three Children. Bur firlt it's:worth'obſerviny 
/ 2aqui and that Father Julian Niexura, one of the four Embaſſidors. that 
bis three went to Rome, to render Obedience to On the 1th in 143 
Children. heing now enter'd into the Society , Jeſus bevrher wich Den 
Mumcio, the Head of that Royal Embaſſy)poverwa the ' Church 
in three ſeverul! Kingdoms, viz Chic, Bunge and Chi 
— he pin'd to a meer Skeliton, with the continual H 
of the on- 2 29 2 WY 23020 30 
In the firſt Perſecution, the aboveſaid Leo either ſtapper'd in 
his Faith, or at leaſt gave Occaſion to ſuſpect, that he had 
— — the — 9 * ws Not 1 
after; by the great Mercy of God, he opend his Byes; an 
grew ſo Penitent, that” nothing' wou'd ſerve; but he Mac ex. 


piate his Sin; with the Effuſior of his Blood. As for you;. Child 
F you want Conrape' ({aid he ſpeaking to his eldeſt fe Gen 
. Soto” the Cm, A ſelf and the Son conſtious of 
Nis ow n' Weakneſs follow ' d his Advice. 


” 


Then Lo calling his other threy Sons; i Andres, Tbomatig and 
Foln, demanded of them, whether they w reti with: their 
elder Biother,. or die with him for the Fuith? They all thret choſe 
the Larter, and with ſo much Cheerfulnefs,. that the old Man 
cou d not hold from weeping; lu the: mean Time; the Tonv's 
Officers hearing his eldeſt+ Son was fled; and jealous, that Leo 
wou'd: do the ſame; ſeiz d on his youngeſt Son Joby and kept 
him as Hoſtage for the Reſt. n_ 19! | F 
Leo went ſtreight to the Judge, and confeſſing, his late Fault 
in open Court, declar'd; he wou'd waſh: out! the Stain: with 
his Blood. The Judge difplea&U at this Liberty of: Speech; 
ſeizd on his Son Dunn, and examin'd Leo concerning! his 
_ eldeſt Son's Flight, but finding he wou'd confeſß nothing of 
the Matter, caſd fbr Ris Son Ardrew,. and put him tb the 
Queſtion: The young Man terrify'd with his Threats; and 
ſeeming to give Ground, they carryd him off, to one of the 
Temples, in Order to give ſome exteriour Sign of his Apoſtacy- 
Not content with this neither, the judge inſiſted upon „ 
2 or 


r a 
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for his Behaviour, whereupon the young Man now penitent 
for his Fault, went ſtreight to the Priſon, and joyn'd himſelf to 
his Father, and his two Brothers. bf 
Theſe Servants of God were tormented divers Ways for the 
holy Faith. They pour'd vaſt Quantities of Water down their 
Throats, bound their Legs to ſharp Reeds till the very Blood 
aſh'd out, and in Concluſion, condemn'd them to die. When 
Sentence was pronounc'd, Les wept for Joy, earneſtly deſiring 
to blot out his former Apoſtacy with his Blood. 
Theſe four Martyrs were taken out of Priſon, and conducted 
to Execution. Leo walk'd barefoot, out of Reſpe& to the Place 
(as he faid) in Regard, that Fiſhermen, were there chang'd into 
Martyrs. So ſoon as they were arriv'd at the Place, Leo began a 
neat Diſcourſe to his Children, exhorting them to contema this 
tranſitory Life, and fix their Thoughts on Heaven. 1n that 
mean while, up comes the Tono's youngeſt Son to make Tryal 
of his Weapons on the Martyrs Bodies. With that the Sol- 
diers gagg'd the Saints to hinder them from talking, and to = 
leaſe the young Tyrant, they executed them after a moſt j 
farbarous Manner : For binding them by the Right Hand | 1 
to the Stake, inſtead of taking off their Heads, they clove 
them down the Middle, and this, partly out of 'Gruelty, and 
partly to try their Scimiters. Leo was fixty Wears of Age, 
Andrew 25, Themas 23, and John 20. They ſuffer don the 18th, 
of May, 1624. Hitherto the Annual Letters ſent from Macao, 
by Father John Ruyo of the Society of Jeſus. And here Father 
Solier ends his Hiſtory, which we intend to profecate upon the 


Credit of other Memoirs, which were ſeat into Bure the en- 
ſuing Years. | 
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E enter upon a New Year, no leſs fatal to Re- 7he Stare 
ligion than the former, by that ſtrange Ha- A the En- 
vock, which the Xogune, and other Princes off“ 
Japan made in the Church of God: He to japan. 

WF fecure his Empire from a pretended Uſurpa- 

tion of Foreigners, and They, to gratify the Humbur of a ſan- 

guinary Prince. 15 3955 Ea Fox 
In the Year 1625, all was: peaceable and quiet. The Xogane 


commanded all the Princes to come and. reſid with their Fa- 


milies at Jedo, and this partly for Ornament to his Court, by 
the Preſence of ſo many crown'd Heads, partly alſo to ptevent 
3 Revolt, by keeping their Wives and Children under his Pow-' 
er, as ſo many Hoſtages, and partly to put them out of Con- 
dition of caballing by ſuch vaſt and immenſe Expences they 
muſt neceſſarily be at in their Palaces and Furniture. 8 | 
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As for Religion, it enjoy'd a perfect Calm in Jede; for tho! 
the Xogune was determin'd to root it out of the Empire, yet 
what's ſtrange, he did not put one Man to Death all this 
Year.” However the other Kings -and-Governours animated 
his late Example, exercis'd all the Cruelties imaginable on its 
Followers, and if we may credit publick Report, they execu. 
ted this Year in ſeveral Parts of the Empire, particularly he. 
twixt Oxu and Deva, upwards of a 120, beſides many oth 


hic] can Fave noyAcepunt” 1 y or 
ſtians Mere frighten'diout of their 5 ers 

reconcibd to e Church. In the Mean ine ent Father 
of the Society, and four Brothers labour'd 1adefatigably for the 


Converſion of Souls, and they, baptiz'd this Year, 1100, beſid 
what was done by the other Reli god who equally expect 

f themſelves for on — of _ Flock. 
ames MNangaſaqui, formerly the Sanctuary pf Religion, proy'd thi 
Coicy and Yeag, the Theatre. of a moſt blood Sous. on 9 


Caius | . f — 1.4 a - * Work 
burnt 4. would ngver have an End, if F ſtoodi ts w - dal the Cru 
live for the elti 1 "wer <exeras'd 25 OO -C . R 
Fail. there were twb burnt alive, whoſe admirable Conſtancy de- 
ſerves eternal Memory. _ 
One ot theſe was a r 

mitted him to Priſon, for harbouring Father Yaſquez in his 
Houſe, At the ſame Tüme, apotler YZealoùs Oh ian I'd 
James Corey, one of the Captives in the late War, hearing that 
Father Yaſquez and ht Fatron were both in Priſon, and none 
permitted to n ＋ ek 1 al 5 _ Deſire of Mar- 
tyrdam, twice forc'd the, Fence before the Priſon, to get in, but 
KOs As perceiving It, beat him oF and in Genc! + 
him, aud put him ih Chains. 7 i 3 as 7 
he, Governour's ermuſpe (who was an Apoſtst) hearing 
of the Attempt, went himfelf to the Priſdn, to leatg the Man- 
iog of this Violence, , Caius confefs'd his Deſign Was to kom- 
fort the prieſts of that God, whom” he himſelf had formerly 
worſhipp'd, and this was the only Cauſe of his Impriſonment. 
The Lieutenans incens'd at this Liberty and Freedom, beat 

him on the Face, till it was all over with Blood 
Caius endur'd the Pain with great Patience, and modeſtly 
reply'd, 1 {ce you little remember, what fach & Father (naming him) 
usd to ſay. Theſe Words ſoften'd the Traytor's Heart, however 
he told him, it was not in his Power to releaſe him, unleſs he 
would promiſe to forbear teaching the Chriſtian Doctrine. That 
cart be done (reply'd the Servant of God) for being Carechiſt to 
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Hubert vf the Socitty, "and hing ronfecrated my RIF fe rh 
95 ice of © wy New he? oe 1 f Bani ee. 
Parhers, "who more Tae to ſubſiiture mit 7 "rheif* Nuxe, I. cn 
pit hont manifeſt: Hnpiery abangon 1 1 M71 077 00 
The Lieutenant ſurpris'd at his Diſcourſe, ad zealous to 
preſerve Io ſtout a Man, order'd him to be ſet at Liberty: 
But this was the leaſt of Caius's Deſire, wherefore going gut 
(Git, be cürn a to the Lientenant fai : 110 4470 
aig, and wait en the Prifoners: Upon this rhe” Officer 
is Mind,” and calling On Guards, ſaid: Take this Mar: 
r 


N onſe uence, to diſcover the Prieſt | 


% : f\ . © 


to aſſiſt all that believ'd in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, to the 
uttermoſt of his Power; that he had found by long Application 
and Study, that the Bonzes were nothing but Lies and Fables, 
that he was infinitly oblig'd to God, for affording him an 
Opportunity, of Meeting with the Fathers of the Society of 
50%, of whom he had learnt the Knowledge of the true Re- 
ligion, and wherein conſiſted our ſupreme Happineſs ; that by 
their Means alſo, he was impower'd, to enlighten others with 
the fame Knowledge, and had apply'd himfelf to the Converſion 
of Souls, from the Time of their Baniſhment, intending to 
perſevere in it, to his laſt Breath. 1 gang gy 
The Governour not at all pleas'd withthis Diſcourſe, order'd 
him back to Priſon, proteſting he wou'd - burn him alive. Both 
he, and James ſpent their Time in preparing, for Death, by 
Faſts, Diſciplines, and continual Prayer. In Effect, both cf 
. Eee 2 them 
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them were condemn'd to be burat, and went cheerfully to Exe-, 


cution; ſinging: the Litanies of the Saints. Being arriv'd at the 
Place, Caius, tho”: new Eee out of a long Sickneſs, and 
ſo weak with the Hardſhips of his Impriſonment, that he coud 
ſcarce. walk, clearing himſelf of the Guards, ran with great 
Alacrity to embrace his Stake, and James on his Fart did de 


— 


« 


ſame. ', 12 77 urdi Dun ILIE : 34 
They ty'd them a» Fig DALY i VET lack, to N them to 
an, Eſcape, and plac{ the Wood at à conſiderable, Diſtance, 
to prolong thein Torment, however, they both behay d them. 
ſelves with moſt Chriſtian Fortitude. The Flames reaching 
Caius, he fell on his Knees, and thank d God aloud, for making 
him worthy to ſuffer as he deſir d, with that the Stake fell to 
the Ground, and he yielded up his, pure Soul to God, being 
at the A e of. three and, fifty Years. TENTS; 71d baron ow 
James ſtood all the while immoveable, like a Hock in t 
Flames. The Cords being burnt, he made the Sign of the Croſs 
3 and fell on his Knees, with a moſt cheerful Countenance. He 
1 ſtrove afterwards to riſe again, and ſpeak to the People, but 


o 


| his Body being half roſted, and his Strength gone, he cryd 
i out, Jeſus, of and e at the Age of forty Years; They 
burnt their Bodies, ad threw the Aſhes, into the S, 
J Caius's _ Caius (as Is Taid) was Native of; Corea, on the Confines of 

Life end China, a Man of wonderful Patience, All his Deſire was to 
\ Converſi= Nye bis Soul: Before he turn d Chriſtian, be retir'd_ into a 
. Wood, and. (as it's aid), t himſelf up 10..2:: Cave..where.a 


Tyger chaac'd to be, which” after ſome Time left the Place, 
: without doing him any, Harm. Caius made Choice of this Place, 
; where he liv'd, on Roots, and Pine-Tree Leaves, to ſtudy. the 


Way of Salvation. [i ia Point 
One Night, a venerable old Man appear'd to him in; his 
. Sleep, ſaying he ſhou'd croſs. the Seas next Vear, and after 
ſeveral Hardſhips, find the Accompliſhmegt of his Deſires. But 

the Seas being remote from, his Habjtation, he took little 

Notice of the Viſion. In the mean Time, the Japenians landed 

with an Army in Corea, and ſubduing the People, took Caius 

over with them to Japan. Being Anden in his, Thoughts, 

he deliberated a long while with himfelt, what Sect of Bonzes 

he ſhou'd follow, and to be more exact in the Choice, he re- 

tir d into one of their Monaſteries at Meaco. Not long after, 

as he did not meet with the Satisfaction he expected, he fell 

ſick with meer Grief and Trouble. Lying in this Manner on 

his Bed, and ſeeing (as he thought) the Monaſtery on * 

045 i * be 
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he roſe in a ate and fled, out of the. Houſe, but diſcoyeriag 
dis Miſtake, ,. return d. again to his Chamber, and .compos '> 
himſelf to.Reſt. Soon. after, a beautiful. Child appear'd to 1510 
in his Sleep, telling him, he fou'd ſuddainly meet with the 
Accomp 8 of his Dep but 9s it for a meer Dream, 

made no tarther ount of mean 

55 ſurpris'd to find ſuch an Alter ation in iin Mfg gs 
Leave.of the e er. to bo. gone, as not Spdiog among; _ 


what he fought a 9 n 
As po: was going aut of th the Monaſtery, be niet with a 7 25. 


and told him the Occaſion. 701 his Trouble. 11 For Man 


admiring the, Providence. pf, Jad; egtertain'd A N. an Ac 
count of gur poly Myſteries, age FA 0 8 
of Meaco, where, he TE ei eee reg 

with theſe ſalutarfp Water „ede < hol, „bis Son replen A bole 
ſoy, and concen am ar 12 755 of. N himſelf.ta 
God. One of the Fathers ſhewing an Image of our 

he cry'd out; O Father! Fuel the fi 962.5 appear d g py 75 uy 


Cave, and, relat 12 ny pion er ec 

Caius . bei Og | any, s Mau. devoted: bie 
entirely. fo e. pe 1515 the Society, in the Ka aa and Af 
ſſtance of the poor Lepers. When the, Fathers were aa 


out of Japan he accompanyd Juſto Ucondono to the Philippine 
After his Death, he return d to Japan, and Kath 'd at Fat, —4— 


where he ſpent all his. Time, i 10 op bag tizing Children, 1 


the Dead, inſtructing Jnfidels, alliſting 10 the poor. Chriſtians 
in their Neceſſities. - For him, he. fake all Fridays, and 
Saturdays, chaſtis'd his Body with bloody Diſciplinks, and con- 
ſtantly made Meditation Merging and Night. By theſe good 
Works, he prepar'd. for Martyrdom, and. 0 pily found 
the Repoſe of a bleſs'd ; Kurdi Which he had fo 0 earneſtly 
deſir'd, and ſought for. 


The Pia! = of Fung, 0 he Metropolis of Bunge) having Organ 
ſammon'd all his Vaſſals to renounce the Faith, Organtin Tanxu tin Tan- 
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2 conſiderable Perſon in that Country, poſitively refus'd: to obey r xu and 


Reſolutions, condemn'd them Both to be burnt alive. 

Next Morning, Organtin related to his Wife, and Friends, his 
laſt Night's Dream. 7 ſaw (fays he) Father Zum and Vincent 
Antoliette, all reſplendent with Light, ana to my, Thought, they 
invited me into 4 moſt delicious Garden : I od willingly have gone, 


«na with that, they reply 4: \Coimfer? your ſelf, for in à little while 
you 


Lucy his 


the Orders. His Lady call'd. Lucy, was then big with Child; > Wife con- 
this notwithſtanding, the Tone ading them ſteady in their m' 10 
be burnt. 
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cartled it in Triumph, e f 


hold x pleaſam Table (reyly'd Organtin, em 


Forty two 
Chriſtians 


committed 
to Priſon, 
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you' ſhall be wirh ns. He reconnted this Viſion" with fuch Fee: 
ing, that one might ſee God ' ca}Pd him to Heaven; "and'dattyy 
upon him, a Ray of bis Glory. He ſpent the Night following 
in Prayer, and hearing he was to die; gave Thanks to God for 
ſo infinite a Mercy. Afterwards, he gaye his Wife a Relation 
of the Martyrdom of St. Lacy, which helped much to atithuate 
e fry ud, 

Op the Day appointed for Execution, they ſent them t 
Form of Sentence, in two ſeveral Papers. Both were mar 
with the Sign of the Croſs, and underneath the one was writ, 
Tanxu ſhall be burn: alive for prafeſſing the Religion of the Fathers, 
prohibited by the Xogune. And in the other, Lucy ſhalt be biny 
alive for profeſſing the Religion of rhe Fathers, prohibited by the Nogunt. 

receiv'd the Sentetice in a =o "*Tranfport of Joy, and 

| houlders to Execution. 

the Tono's Orders they were both tranſported to Fay, a 
thence march'd on Foot to the Sea Side, where infinite Cronds 


1 


of People flock d to ſee tem. f 
Organtin went ſtreight to his Stake, and proftrate on” the 
Ground before it. Lacy alſo did the fame; and both rogethe 
fix d their Eyes on Heaven, praying for Conftancy and Perſe 
verance. One of the Officers ſtepping up to Organtin, and re. 
3 with his Condition, Gig. Poor miſerable old Man! 
what think you of this kind of Feaſt ? What {9 you to the Stake ? Bt. 
2 racing bis Stake) be 
hold the Ladder that is to mount me up to Heaven ! Behold the p. 
«nn trP of Salvation, which no Pains nor Torments ſhall male me 
abandon. einem — | 
Having taken Leave of ſome diſconſolate Friends, who were 
there preſent, the Executioners kind1'd the Fire which ſtood at 
a good Diſtance from the Stakes. The Wind driving the Flames 
on Lucy's Side, her Body was ſoon burnt, -and her Soul flew 
to Heaven. Her Husband alſo follow'd ſuddainly after, every 
one admiring his Patience and Conſtancy in the Torment. Theit 


Martyrdom fell on the firſt of Septemb. 1624. He was born 


of good Blood, and formerly commanded in chief, in the Coun- 


try where he ſuffer d. e er 

The Kingdom of Achita was one of the chief Fields of Bat- 
tel, where moſt Blood was ſpilt in the Defence of the holy 
Faith. Prince Toxinobu, who uſually reſided at Cubeta, having 
commanded all his Subjects to return to the Worſhip of the 
Idols, {me of them comply'd with the Orders, and others re- 
tir'd into the Country, but forty two more zealons and fervo- 
| rous 
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tous than the, Reſt, ſtood the Teſt, and were all commit- 
id. be Priſoa, cogerher with, their Wives and Children; Mole 
of theſe were Fer ſons of good Subſtance,' and in conſiderable 
places in the; Government. 4 Log 

It's Tediqus, to mention all their Names. The Soldiers had 
Orders to meddle with no Children, that were not turn'd. of 
ifteen Fear K. Age: Upon this, Thomas, Son to Jom Cavay 
Chiemon, Prefect of our Lady's Sodality, being only thirteen Your 
old; told the Soldiers who had a Mind to diſmiſs. him, as un- 
der Age, that, he was fifteen, beliexipg, through Ignorance, 
that it was law ful to tell; a Ie in this Kind, for purchaüng 
the Crown ef Martyrdomm. | 


- * 
" 


x N J! * Farr ry 8 
The Priſon where theſe glorioas Saints lay, was ftreight and 


I infopportably loathſom, but their devout Lives. chang'd.it into 


2 Kind of, terneſtial  Paradiſe;) They: regulated their Hours, 


aud pray dt egether like ſo many Religious in Community,. 


Their Bede was the; Ground, with à little Sraw under them, 


They made their Morning Prayer all together, ſang. Pſalms, 
and concluded with a ſpiritual Lecture. Their Refection was 
a little Rice, and no more neither chan was neceſſary to keep 
them alive. They diſciplin'd themſelves daily, and took ſo much 
Satisfaction in it, that they were often all over gore Blood, 
and the Cords ſtuck to the Wounds. For the Reſt, they liv'd 

in moſt admirable Union, and without any Conteſt, unleſs, as 
Occaſion ſerv'd to humhle themſelves, by mean Offices, and re- 
pugnant to Naturſwee. | | . 

The Women liv'd mach after the ſame Manner. In Con- 
cluſion, after a Months Impriſonment, they were all order'd 
Home; to live there under the Guard of their Neighbours, as 
the Cuſtom is in that Country. Ses 4 121 ©? 

The Officers having acquainted them with the Toxo's Reſo- 
lutions, they one and all proteſted againſt them, declaring they 
would not move from thence, unleſs it were to ſuffer; inſo- 
much that they were forc'd to feign a Warrant to this Pur- 
poſe, to get them out of Priſon. Their Relations us'd after+ 
_ ſeveral Contrivances to pervert them, but without Ef- 
ect. | 5 

One amongſt the Reſt, calbd Monica, was handled in a par- 
ticular Manner. They bound her to a Pillar in the Houſe, 
without either Meat or Drink, and ſet five and twenty Peo- 
ple to keep Watch over her. She had two Children, the one ten, 
the other three Years of Age. What's cruel, they made theſe 
little ones faſt too, and would give them nothing to eat. Being reg 

I 
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juſt ſtary'd to Death with Hunger, they cry'd moſt bitterly tz Hi 
the Mother, for a Morſe} of Bread. The elder calld Thong: Tr 
faid often, Mother where's my Father, when will he bring us te om 


And the other alſo, being not yet wein'd' wept bitterly for the f 
Breaſt. The holy Woman look'd on and ſaw her Children ati 
ſtarving in her Sight, and tho' their pitious Crys rent her in 
Heart, ſtill ſhe ſtood conſtant, and choſe” rather to ſuffer this for 
and a thouſand Times more, than renoutice her Faith. * 


The Feathens that kept Guard added to this à thouſand alr 
Indignities, and ſcurrilous Reflections; which *ſhe*enturd' with at 
invincible Patience. In Coneluſion, they made ug at her with WI the 
their drawn Swords, threatning to cut the *Chifdren to Piectz no 
unleſs ſhe renounc'd the Faith. Strite (ſaid ſhe) n and: fu g 
them dead, it's the greateſt Favour hon can do me. The Biithi- thi 
rians ſtood amaz'd to hear her ſpeak in this Manner, and un- Of 
tying the Cords, ſent her into the Kitchin, to ſerve the Pri- thi 


ſoners in that mean Office, for four Months, which ſhe moſt ma 
willingly accepted of, and afterwards went to Priſon with the - 

. | | | 1 

A young At the ſame Time, a young Lady of Quality, who was lately the 
ae turn'd off by her Husband, for profeſſing the Chriſtian” Reli- dre 
Sursee gion, arriv'd at Cubara. It was no little Satisfaction to be rid a 
ty ber xe- f a peeviſh Conſort, but at the ſame Time, her Brother prord M 
iations. the worſe of the two, inſiſting upon a ſecond Match, with W 
another Heathen of his Acquaintance. Ovia Monica (for ſo — 

c 


the Lady was calFd) > this was pure Contrivance, to 
make her abjure the Faith, declar'd ſhe' had made a Vow of Di 
Chaſtity, and ſo could not entertain any ſuch Thoughts. The 1 


Brother immediatly - flew into a Paſſion, and turn'd her to tbe W. 
Kitching to ſerve as a Slave, in this Manner Me- continu'd for dy 
a Years Time, doing all the vile Offices of the Houſe, with W 
moſt profound Humility and Patience. The Governour's Wife ſuf 


inform'd of what had paſs'd, ſent for her to the Palace, and 
did all that was poſſible to divert theſe Thoughts, but to no 
Effect. Her Friends then perſiſting in their hard "Uſage, ſhe 
cut off her Hair (an evident Mark in Japan, that they will ne- 


ver marry again) and in this Manner preſented herſelf before Jol 
them. Her Friends made Complaint of it to the Goveraour, Pet 
and he deliver'd her over to their Mercy. With that, they Jo 
dragg'd her through the Snow, telling her ſhe muſt either re- Ja 
nounce the Faith or die. The Lady fell immediatly on her Fo 


Knees, and fixing her Eyes on Heaven, they ſtruck off her 0 


Head. The Body was put in a Coin, aud bury'd in a _ 
| Hole, 
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Hole, but Heaven, ' afterwards, was pleasd, to diſcover the - 
Treaſure, by a Concourſe df Miracles, which I muſt be for&'d ts: 
omit. t nant rn NOV o04..23 AKK 
In the Mean Time, the 42 Priſoners, liv'd in daily Expect- 32 (Mi. 
ation of Baniſhment, or Death. In the Beginning of July, with- ——8 
in three Leagues of 'Cubot#' were planted 32 Croſſes, which Faith. 
foretold a bloody and ſuddain Execution. In Effect, the Govern- 

our ſent Orders, to burn alive 32 of the Priſoners, that were 

already condemn'd. Theſe glorious Saints, infinitly rejoycd 

at the News, and the Reſt who were not comprehended in 

the Sentence, grew dejected on a Preſumption, that God did 

not think them worthy, of the Crown of Martyrdom. © 

They were in all (what with Women and Children) 
thirty two, and moſt of them well born, which made the 
Officers refuſe to bind them, as they went to Execution, tho! 
this was done afterwards at their own Requeſt. Little Thomas 
march'd in Front, and the Reſt follow'd in a Kind of Proceſſion, 
ſinging the Saints Litanies. The Youth look'd extreme beauti- 
ful, and the Richneſs of his Cloaths, added a new Luſter, but 
the Joy that appear'd in his Countenance, was the Thing, that 
drew the Eyes of the People upon him. rug. 

They travel'd two Leagues on Foot in this Manner, the 
Mountains and Plains, were all clad with People, and as the 
Weather was hot, ſeveral offer'd them Water to drink in the 
Way. Being arriv'd at the Place of Execution, they bound 
them to the Stakes and kindled the Fire, which ſtood” at ſome. 
Diſtance off, So ſoon as the Flames broke out, they cry'd with 
a general Voice, have Mercy on us O Lord, have Mercy on us. 

We have no Particulars of their Martyrdom, only that the 

dyd with their Eyes fix'd on Heaven, often repeating thoſe 

Words. have Mercy on us O Lord, have Mercy on us. They 
ſuffer d on the 18th of Fuly, 1625. + ans 


Their Names as I find in our Memoirs are as follows. 


John Cavai Quiyemon. * Simon Quicuci Jimbioye. 


Peter Cavai, Zeizo his Son. 
John Cacurai Curoyemon. © 
James Cacurai, Joyemon his Son. 
John Catta Uneme. 

Joachim Cugiravoca Miyemon. 
Thomas hatin his Son. 


Ff f 


Elizabeth his Wife. 
Paul Numata Nuyemon. 
Peter Nucano Daigacu, 
r bis Wife. 
cent Fanguivara Chizayemon. 
Monica his Wife.” © 
Ale xi» 
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Alaxius. Omi Mayemon.  _,, Caudide his Wife! : | 
Sabina his Wiſe . Manbs Juliams Mother. 
Francis Ono N rug omas Fanga Jenijſemon. 
- Luke, Camat zu Torobiois. Sabina Aciadia. . 
Thecla his Miſe. "Is 72 Miura Sociemon, 
Paul Comatzu,, . James Sarachi Sanſuchi, and Mar. 

: Mary his Wife, and Tibzoie their $ dalen his Wife. Wo I 
Soon. Secenfate Tarabioge, | © | - 
Julian Ando Jaſioie. R eic ef DR 


They kept Guard over the Bodies, 13 Days. Several 
Witneſſes 3 to have ſeen a heavenly Light over the Place 
which | firſt was diſcover'd by the Soldiers, who gave Notice 
of it to, the Heathens, and afterwards by the Inhabitants of 

Ain, who climb'd up to the Tops of Houſes, to behold the 
Miracle. What's more, the third Night after ſuffer d. 
tho' the Heavens were cloudy, and full of Rain, the ſame Light 
was viſibly ſeen, by above two hundred Perſons, to the great A- 
mazement of the Heathens. ', 1 oo 
dropp'd out of his Breaſt, with, a Prayer te our Lady, Word 
for Word as follows.  Bleſs'd Virgin | tho? I confeſs my Un orthyneſ 
re ſpeak, or crave any Favour at your Hands, yet in Regard You ure 
the Mother of Mercy, 1 tale the Liberty to preſent this humble Ph 
tition. I' own, moſt pious Lady, it's by your Intorceſſion, that I cams 
to the d Fla er 2 a Fabre then my Fanih 

rom the Pains of Hell, and grant 4 beſeech you, that w i 

4 foes | Wr e 

1 Tou know my Weakneſs, Holy Mother of God, hom can I ſuffer theſe 

| dreadful Torments ? But I truſt in your Son my. Redeemer. It; nn 

the Fear of Hell, that moves me to addreſs. you at this Time, but « 
real Deſire of pleaſing God, and ſacrificing my Life in 4 Hola af, 
to his divine Majeſty. O Mother of Mercy ! do not abandon = 

Take me, my Family, and the Brethren of our Congregation, under 

our Protection, and grant that we may continue unto Death, n 
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1 Proſeſſion of the hol) Faith. ci; 
= Moreover, I recommend unto you with my whole Heart, the Church at 
|; 16 of Japan, and the Fathers of the Society of Jeſus, who planted it in ut! 
- iſ this Iſland, with indefatigable Zeal, But what do 1 pretend, O Queen to 
1 of Heaven Tour Bleſsd Son was pleai'd on the Croſs, 3 abe you Pr 
8 to us 4 Mother, and upon this Account 1 hope you'll pardon this tic 
jr Freedom, and hear my Prayer. "Theſe were the Deſires, and A 
[ 


Sentiments, of this bleſs'd Martyr. 
| In 
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la the mean while, the other Priſoners took onbitteriys for Fifty Chri- 
being; depriyd of the :Honodt done to chafz Lade hnib ng and aw be- 
nothing but the Hopes of ſuddainly partaking with them vin . 
their Crowns, afforded chem any Satisfaction. Nor were theſe 
Deſites fruſtratetl, for ſoon after they brought from iu (three 
Days Journey from Cubata) 25 Chriſtiaus, and filld up tbe va- 
cant Places of the late Martyrs. The Saints infinitly rejoyc'd 
at this new Reinforcement, and all together, pra d God for 
his-infidite Mercy, faſting; and diſciplining chemſedves; by Way 
of Preparation, to Martyrdo mm. f, 
To be mort, they were all condemifd to loſe 4heir Heads. " 8 
Four amongſt the Reſt being Perſons of Quality, they took them i 
out of Priſon ſome Days before the Execution, and turn'd them | 
over to their Friends, to ſee if they could word upon them, A 
and bring them back to the Worſhip of the Gods, Te this 'R 
End, all the Arts and Charms imaginable were usd, but to ho 1 
Bea. Ou che Contrary, herrinz che: Companions were on 
the Way to Execution, they ſtole privately out of their Lodg- f 
ings, and joyning with them on the Road, were ' beheaded à- = 
mongſt the Reſt- . I TH 27 VOLTS  JST01 123 von | 
There were only three Women in all this Number, and they 
ſuffer d with al Heroical Courage. The Executioner chat be- | 
headed Simon Gui ami Giogen, proteſted that his Head, after it 
was ſtruck off, being for a conſiderable Time in the Air, and 
the Body ſtood right upon its Knees. Ti 
Religion ſuffer d this Year as great a Loſs as was known Nine Re. 4 
fnce the Beginning vf the Perſecution. The Devil prey'd com- ien of if 
monty upon the Sheep of our Lord, but this Year he ſtruck, eſs? j 
the Paſtors too, and diſpers'd the Flock. Nine Religions of 2,7”, l 
the Society of Jeſus, viz. three Fathers, and fix Brothers were live. i 
all ſeiz'd at one Time, and burnt. The Fathers, in Regard of " 
their Knowledge of the Language, and' Experience, as alſo for 
their Character and Dignity, may properly be call'd, ſo many 
Pillars of that Church. | N08, M:2902; Yi 
The principal and chief was Father Francis Pacieco, Provin- Father Pa- 
cial of Japan, and Adminiſtrator of the B:ſhoprick. As he ſat cieco the 
at the Helm, and govern'd the Church, the Officers did their FPTeincial 
utmoſt Endeavours to ſurpriſe him, inſomuch, that he was forc'd f Japan 
to ſhift his Quarters continually. In the mean while, that tge 
Prieſts and others might find cafte Acceſs to him, about par- 
ticular 'Cafes, which happen'd daily in the Church, it was 
thought convenient for him to have a fix'd Reſidence, and the 
Place pitch'd upon was CN in the Kingdom of Arima, 1 
b 2 in l ö 
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in Regard the Prince Matauntra 9; helug naturally of 
peaceęable Diſpoſition, gave no Diſtt, | | : 


* 
- 


V. 
e 


Diſturbance to the Chriſtiam 
an his' States. 8d i e ais bet. 10 z2goH ad 22d golden 
This Prince going to Court, in April t6>3;/ ſubſtituted! three 
Goyernours in his Abſence, and amongſt iche Reſt, one Mondi 
a mortal Enemy to Religion. Aiaauntra being arriv'd at Feds, 


and finding moſt bloody Edicts publiſh'd there againſt the Chri- 


ſtians, for Fear of rendering his Conduct ſuſpected, wrote to 
the / Governours, to require an exact Account of allihix Sub: 
jects, in Regard to the Religion they follo wd. 

Man, 


There was at! this Time in Cocinozu à moſt. wi 
call d Cumota Chu ayemon, who, under the Mask of Religion, 
conceal'd many abominable Practices, and diſcover'd the Jeſuits 
Retteats. This perfidious Fellow preferring a ſordid Gain be- 
fore the Friendſhip of God, made an Offer of his Service to 
Mando, in Order to ſeize on Father Pacirco. Monde fluſl'd with 
the Proſpect of ſo: conſiderable a Prize, ſent Word immediatly to 
his Colleagues, deſiring they would meet him that Night, in 
Order to ſecure the Head of the Chriſtians: _ vei bur „ne 
They all three arriv'd at Cocinozu by Break of Day, and 
ſummoning the Magiſtrates of the Fown, order'd them to 
convene the People in ſome publick Place, for there were ſome 
Enemies of the Government amongſt them, which the Aue 
would have ſecur d-. The Chriſtian Magiſtrates perceiving the 
Governours Intention, anſwer'd in the Name of the People, 
that they were One and All his Majeſty's dutiful Servants, In 
the mean while, the perfidious Camot knowing the Father's 
Reſidence, took with him a Company of Soldiers, and Judas like 
ſeiz d on the Servant of God. The Father, who receiy d Ad- 
vice two Days before of their Intentions, gave no Credit to 
the Report, however, when it came to the Puſh, and the Sol- 
diers were enter'd the Houſe inſtead of attempting an Eſcape; 
he voluntarily ſurrendred himſelf, confeſſiug he was the Perl 
they ſought after. | MID 251; 10 ili 
The Soldiers immediately; laid Hands on him; and Aondo in 
the Heat of his Paſſion, would certainly have ſtruck off his 
Head, if the other two Governours had not interpos' d. More- 


over at the ſame: Time they apprebended one Peter Rinxi, Paul 


Xinſuque, Gaſpar Sandamatzu, a famous Preacher, and Fohn Guiſacu, 
who. were afterwards all admitted into the Society. Farther, they 
apprehended their Patrons Maſue and his Brother, Matt bias, toge- 


ther with their Wives and Children, and. confiſcated their Eſtate, 


the Soldiers enquiriag of Brother Gaſpar, Who i 
| : 
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hn Guiſacu: Was? He iuſper d, One of the Father's. Serwints. 
7 have 7 71 4 rreyly'd Gui u himſelf) Father Pacieco 4 long Time, 
in Hopes "of being. admitted into the Society, and dying 4 Martyr, 
bind me «ther. „ur 7 value th Chains more than the Scepters | of Kings G. 
The Soldiers were ſurpris d to hear him ſpeak in this Man- 
ner, 15 1 The man With 5 1.55 their Patron. af he 
Matt er Brat 10g; at the oth End o 
Houſe, 9.1 Bache 105 Vale ran poſt-Halke Pa t e 
Rying, He was. Maſter of, the F Ned i "ot *his Hrot 
bad no H bo ig the Pacos - at: However 8955 
apprehende both, and bound The \ 5 Family. Father 
Provincial humbly beg g'd vie 2 Fayour, alledgthg his W 


for thoſe Chain "Har 0855 pb moves, 
ding it Was "Hof! the ſom. ee eres efore-t 9 55 


ta 
condemiyd. Sag 1255 N 0 par Sofia the Un 01 


Magi 6 ſeeing he. Father led Priſon Went. NEED. 
to the. wy A ot Ty 0 2 


ihe Tovp old them it there was auß rime in 
conce a the 100 Fro 407 were ihe, yd + the Perſons in 2h 
e 


bein ri 15 b rs 14 8 releaſe the” 

ert aul £4 f Fa 1 1 . . 9 75 

wy, + that, £2 heuer Ia would pe ele e ay F the fe Too [NE 
ſa the mean, white, they hippe — for Wee 


under the Conyoy of Mode the 28 The other twe 


travelld 78 Land, in. Sn, Jo of oe. Jane hut firſt the 12 
the 


GER © 0 A ups, * 4 Ver. nd Lens, 96 0 deig 
en 1 8 Pacher The 25 
Prioncry,- W 0 rs they e committed Father 


Provincial, bring r % . fe ter Pinxi to the For- 
treſs, the R eſt were all ſent. to the . Jayls. 
Fat her Toe Baptiſt Zela, Rectot FT he. College. of Arima, 


thit 
to retire to anorhen, Place, x Father. at .t 
after the Example of les, reſolv'd to fly from the 
Tyrants, and ſecure of the, A til Providence otherwiſe diſpos'd. 

He went then to one John Neiſen's, Houſe on the Sea Sboar, 
intending, to imbark on the-22th of Decemb..tho? under no little 
ladiſpolition at the ſame,, Time. Ibe Governour had Notice 
of the Father's Flight, before. he was conſtions to himſelf of, 
the Danger. In Effect, about an Hour before he was to ſet. 


out, a Compauy, of Soldiers by the Governours Orders, breaks 


into the Houle: and ſcizes the Father on his Knees Fa the 
ivine 
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Father 


en to be at Amal, When the We was brought On: 


The Chriſtians b 1 8 7 not ſecure, delir'd him ee, pri. 
heir Requeſt, ſouer 


* 
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ivine Office. Brother {opens Caun alſo, being there at the 
ame Time, they took bim Priſoner with the Patton and al 
his Family. The Father preſs'd earneſtly to. be. bound, 4 
claring he wou'd take it for a Fayour at their Hands, but 4 
Faponians, being cloſe Obſervers of the Laws and Cultomes of 
the Country, wou'd. not liſten to his Requeſt. , _. 
Tube Father gives much the ſame Account, in one of hi 
Letters to the Provincial which.ends thus: I confeſs. che Tut, 
'T was juſt. thinkin . with my ſelf, what could trouble me when the 0f. 
ers came into the Houſe, and b the Peace. and Tranquility which 
þ - then felt in . Soul, I ſaw plainly that our good orks art al 


his Mercies, and our Force and Strength entirely from 12h "We were 
five, and 7 in Company, they led us to the great 
having tale 1 in our Fr ames. Pao yn UT , if. Priſon, . % 1 Fi 
your Reverence thanks Gad. Fr, - al ©, 7 ; 50 { prays. tha 
What Dan-P*.; happily þ mh, ond Courſe... «1490 
7 Father; e Governours joy'd with tue late Nee me Thong zhts 
—— ſurpriſing Father Matthew Cauros, who 9 1 55 Pant 


Cauros TO 1250 End, the Here ar fo t ok 1 0 by Land 
was in to Ximabara, on mee t 
Day (ſays, thi his Pathicr gy BO, ts Boo 


Joon Baptiſt Zola was talen, 9 Seller came 22 my Quarters, 
4 N ane be, told me, that he heard a Party 


orſe makin . ine how I wa 
2725 with the 21 5 l 1 oh 11 x made 
75 0 75 of wy e_to, his Fes 1 hun 
ads e 20 uh of 4 55 70. Me wa Iban an 
75 py to be gone © out of 5 Np 5 77529 7175 on, 
buf be tao me by the Arms " Jaying, t. "Cavalier; 
came not to him on 2 0 by 
Soon after we were Noa 7 at went to | edbſears John 


Maiſen'⸗ 2 25 Then my . Ml ed: me to a Mountain in a 
x © little Wo here Theg an Mir, but Rain coming on, they remov d 
mie to an old ruinous l where I lodg d with no little Satisfattion, 

$24) 1” Reg ard it WAS Chriſtmas-Eye. 7 remain d iy this Place ro the 
a 10th of February, in Wan of all Manner of Neteſſariet; inſomich, 
that what with Age and "Sickneſs, I concluded I ſhould have died. Al 


my Comfort wan that God one Time or other would, hear my Prayer, 


and permit me to be burnt by a ſlow Fire for his holy Name. 


| Theſe were the pious Sentiments, of this good Father, who 
yet was not taken, either in Regard that the Govetnours,for 


Fear the Xogune ſhould take Exceptions at the Prince, for ſuf- 


tering ſo many Chriſtians in his States, gave over the Search, 
9 


— ers. <A 
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or that God would not abfolately abandon his Flock: How-' 
erer they ſeiz d on Father Balchatar de Torres in his Place, in 
nr” Q . „ 

The Noiſe of theſe two Fathers Impriſonment being ſpread m che. 
abroad, Feizo Governour of Nangaſaqui in Gonroco's Ablence, zar de 
having apoſtatiz'd from the Faith, ſought daily for au Oppor- Torres 
tunity to do ſome exemplary Piece of Barbaricy, to ingratiate d bis 
himſelf with the Prince. Father Balthazar de Torres, being then om a 
it Navg4ſahui, with a zealous Servant of God, call'd Cult, 9" 44 
took Care of that Church. Going out one Day to marry his 
Patrons Daughter to à certain Chriſtian, calld John | Ruyo, as 
alſo to hear their Confeſſions, unluckily he left the Trunk with 
the Church-Stuff, open in his Chamber. 

He was Hardly well out of the Houſe, but in comes a Troop 
of Soldiers, by Fixes Orders, and ſeeing the Sacerdotit Robes, 
concluded that ſome of the Fathers lodg'd in the Place. They 
ſearch'd all about, with moſt hideous Clamours. In the mean 
Time John Ruyo the  Bridegroom, imagining they would ſud- 
dainly beat up his Quarters, convey'd the Father into a Hole 
betwixc two, Walls. The Guards much ſour'd for miſſing their 
Prey, took in all their Names, and went back to Caies the 
, ed OLE EE 

The Father continu'd a Day and Night in this Dungeon, 
and nothing to eat or drink all that while, The Soldiers tyr'd with 
ſearching, and breaking down Doors, and Windows, march'd- 
off, charging the Neighbours (as the Cuſtom is) to ſee be did 
not make his Eſcape. In the mean Time, one of the Chri- 
ſtians, without Regard to his Perſon, forc'd the Wall on the 
out ſide, and. carry'd off the Father to his own Houſe, and ſo 
out of Town, to a neighbouring Village, where he took up 
his Quarters, with a poor Chriſtian Countryman call'd Jobn. 

He lay there thirty five Days, and nothing troubled him all; 
that while, but the Want of Church-Stuff to celebrate holy 
Maſs. Not long after, theſe alſo were privatly convey'd, and he 
officiated daily at the holy Altar with a moſt ſenſible Devo- 
tion. Several Chriftians alſo were admitted by Turns, but with 
all the Caution imaginable. In the mean Time, by one Way 
or other the Matter was diſcover'd. Two of the Governour's 
Spies coming into the Village, under Pretext of laying in Hay 
and Wood, march'd ſtreight to the Houſe, with Loads on their 
Shoulders, and the innocent People believing they were Chri- 
| ſtians, open'd the Door, and let them in. Going preſently af- 
er to the Soldiers who lay hard by, they gave Advice of what 
paſs'd, 


- 
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paſs'd, and immediatly they broke into the Houſe; and ſeir'y 
the Father as he came from the, Altar They treated hin 
very ſeverely, and ſeiz'd on all that were preſent, together 
with their Wives and Children, leading them through the Open 
Streets of Nangaſaqui in a Kind of Triumph. | | 
The, Chriſtians wept. bitterly , at ſo diſmal a Spectacle, aud 


fell on their Knees to kiſs his Hands, as not being bound like 
the Reſt. Feizo kept him ten Days in a Chamber in his own 


Houſe, with a Cord about his Neck, and ſent him daily Meat 


from his own Table. Once alſo he had a private Conference 


with him, but moſt commonly treated with him by Praxy, and 
the whole Buſineſs was, to diſcover his Patrons, but the Father 
was ſo much upon his Guard, that they could learn nothing 
at all by his Diſcourſe. Being taken in the Juriſdiction of Arima, 
Feizo would gladly have perſwaded thoſe Governours to have 
remov'd him to their Priſons, but they excus'd themſelves, and 


turn'd him over to the Governour of Omura. 


The Pri. 
ſoners 0 
Ximaba- 


ra convert 
the Guards 


In the mean while, the Xogune was pleas'd to give the Govern- 


ment of Nangaſaqui to one of his own Relations call'd Midrm 


Cavacci, and Gonroco having built a Fortune on the Spoils of 
the Chriſtians, was not at all concern'd for his Diſgrace. In 
this Interim, Father Provincial admitted into the Society, his fire 
Companions, viz. Peter Reinxi, Vincent Cauni, Fohn Chiſam, Paul 
Scinſuque, and Michael. Tono an ancient Candidate. They made 
the Noviceſhip in Priſon, and ſeaPd their Vows in the Flames, 
They were all ſpiritual Soldiers, train'd up in the Exerciſes 
of War, and Companions to the Fathers in their Combats. ' 
But all their former Sufferings, were nothing to what they 
now endur'd in Priſon, where the Soldiers ſtudy'd all the Ways 
imaginable, to torment them. The Servants of God bore all 
theſe Hardſhips with ſo much Cheerfulneſs, that the Guards 
themſelves began at laſt to take Compaſſioa on them, and the 
bright Luſter, of their Virtue, made them curious to enquire 
into their Religion, that inſpir'd Men with ſuch Alacrity in 
Torments. Father Provincial order'd Brother Peter to inſtruct 
them, and he did it with ſo much Zeal, that they all promis'd 
to receive the Faith, upon the firſt favourable Opportunity. 
One alſo more reſolute than the Reſt, inſpir'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt, without Regard to human Reſpects, was baptiz'd the 
ſame Day to the * Satisfaction of the Priſoners, 
Governour Mondo N that the Guards were converted, 
and that vaſt Concourſe of Chriſtians reſorted to the Priſons, 


ſwore he would cut their Throats. In the mean Time, to * 
the 
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the Guards to their Duty, he placd over them one of his own. 


Relations, a proud baughty and inſolent Perſon.” This Cap- 
tain for Curioſity's Sake, kept the Father's Company for eight 
Days together, and propos'd his Doubts, but after that Time, 
he was ſo chang, that one could hardly know him to be the 
ſame Man. Whereas he ſaid formerly, that one muſt be a 


Beaſt to turn Chriſtian, confeſs'd now that he did not deſerve + 


* 
* 


the Name of a Man, who knowing this Law did not embrace 
it, or what's worfe, renounc'd it for Fear of Torments. Monde 
who had Notice of his Proceedings, ſharply rebuk'd him for 


his ill Conduct. The Captain reply'd again very briskly, that 
no Threats ſhould hinder him from 
might take away his Life, but they fhoald never ſtop 
and wherever he went, he Would 

Fr 


* 


«4 


- * 


liſhing the Truth, they 
never ſtop his Mouth, 
always preach the Sanctity of 

innen 1dr n 


The Governour upon this, chang'd the Guards, and put o- 
thers in their Places, who us'd the Prifoners moſt barbaroufly, 
for the Space of ſix Months; this notwithſtanding, the Saints 
exercis'd on themſelves moſt exemplary 'Seyerities, their con- ! 


tinual and intimate Union with God” fweeten'd all their Trou- 


ble, and, repleniſh'd their Souls with 1 ant Joy. No- 


thing but the. Provincials dangerous Indiſpoſition, in a tremb- 


ling Palſie all over his Body, and the Want of Church-Stuff, 


which robb'd them of the Benefit of holy Maſs, gave them the 
leaſt Diſturbance, | 3243 


# % 


The Tyrant defparing to pervert the Fathers, rais'd his Bat- 


teries againſt” their Companions, and they began. with Brother 
Vincent, who being a Foreigner, ſeem'd to promiſe an eaſier 
Conqueſt. The Tyrant then, after many Careſſes and Flat- 


Brother 
Vincent 
rormente 4. 


teries, begg'd of him to quit this uncouth Religion, or at leaſt 


to diſſemble it for a Time, and he would rather take it for 


a Favour. Vincent diſdaining the Propoſals, declar'd he would 


rather die, than betray. his Conſcience. With that, Mond- 


ſowr'd upon him, and threatn'd to compel him to it by Diar 


of Torments. 


In Effect, he made the Soldiers extend him ſtark naked on 2 


cold frozen Pavement. Then the Executioners turning and 


twiſting his Fingers and Toes with Pincers, demanded of him 


to renounce the Faith. Vincent ſtood firm and conſtant, inſo- 
nuch, that Modo believing the Soldiers ſpar'd him, took the 
Pincers himſelf, and ſqueez'd his Noſe and Arms with all his 
Force. But this would not do neither, for the Servant of God 


688 


inſtead 
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inſtead of relenting in his Purpoſes, like another St, Laurence, 


laugh'd in the Tyrants Face for his Weakneſs, 

Mondo much out of Countenance at this Inſult, commanded 
his Men to pour vaſt Quantities of Water down his Throat, 
and then made them preſs it out again with the Blood. They 
repeated this Torment ſo often, and with ſuch Violence, that 
Vincent believing himſelf at the Point of Death, cry'd out, 
In Manus tuas Domiue, commendo Spiritum meum. Wonderful Pro- 
vidence of God ! After this Time, he felt no Manner of 
Pain. | | | 
The Tyrant mad to ſee him ſo eaſie under the Torment, 
order'd the Soldiers to bind him naked to a Tree, and ſo leave 


him expas'd to the Froſt and Cold. Soon after, as he reco- 


ver'd himſelf, they queſtion'd him as, before, if he would re- 
nounce the Faith? No (reply'd the Saint) you can only take away my 
Life, and that's the Thing in the World Imoſt deſire. For the Reſt, torment 
me as you pleaſe, I will never betray my Conſcience. The Soldiers 


commended his Refolution, and the Governour paſſing by at 


the fame Time, order'd him back to Priſon. They clad him in 
a poor thin Garment, and expos'd him in a open Jayl, with 

his Hands ty'd Night and Day, ſave only at Meal-time. 
They kept him fourteen Days in this Manner, till his Body 
was quite numm'd with the Cold. Not long after, they pre- 
ſented him, as alſo Paw and John, before the judge, in Order 
to ſign their Names in the Information that was ſent to Court. 
But Vincent's Hands being frozen, and his Fingers partly out of 
Joynt, the Judge (out of meer Compaſſion) commanded them 
to light a Fire, and give him more Cloaths. So ſoon as he had 
wrote his Name, they conducted him back to Priſon, the ſame 
Man he came, that 1s, pleaſant, cheerful, and praiſing God for 
making him worthy to ſuffer for his Sake. For thus he writes 
to one of the Fathers, God's Mercies to me are infinite, for ſince 
1 bequeath'd him my Soul and Body, it's his Grace and not my own 
Strength that gave me Victory in the late Torment, and thro the 
ſame Mercy, I can ſuffer all the Torments in the World, both pati- 

The Pri. ently and cheerfully. 

foners are Jedo lyesa matter of two hundred Leagues, from ee 
conduſted which much retarded the new Governour's Journey, and by that 
8 Means prolong'd the Priſoners Torment. He arriv'd on the 
dul. 12th of June, 1626, at Nangaſaqui, with full Power to torment 
the Chriſtians, as he thought convenient, and to ſhew his 
Averſion to Religion, he forbid the Magiſtrates of the Town, 


(who were for the moſt Part Chriſtians) to wait on him, or 2» 
offer 
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offer him any Preſents. He ſent afterwards for Apoſtat Fi, 
Lieutenant to his Predeceſſor, and held ſeveral Conferences 
with him in Prlvate“ Being than well inform'd, of the State 
and Condition of the Country, he ſent to the Governours of 
Omura, and Ximabara, requiring of them, to conduct their Pri- 
ſoners to Nang aſaqui, under a ſtrong Guard, by the 20th of 


The Governour of Ximabara upon this Order, went privatly 
by Night to the Priſon, and took out Father 'Francis Patieco 
the Provincial, and Father John Baptiſ Zola, as alſo the Bro- 
thers, Gaſpar, Peter, John, Paul, and Vincent. But the News of 
their Departure, being bruited about Town, the Chriſtians 
crouded to the Jayl to take their Leave, kiſſing their Hands 
and Feet, watering them with their Tears, and praying they 
might be worthy to ſuffer after their Example, ws in this 
Manner they continu'd, til the Soldiers gave the Orders to 
march. The Fathers were ſhut up in cloſe Sedans, and the 
Reſt on Horſe-back. Being within a: League of Nang aſaqui, 
there were forc'd to lye there a Day and Night, waiting for the 
Priſoners of Omma, who came not up, till the 19th of June. 
Father Baltazar de Torres, was in a cloſe Litter, and Brother 
Michael Toto on Horſe-bacc g. 

It was above 4 Year, ſince they put any to Death on the 
holy Mountain, but now this Place was made Choice of, pre- 
ferably to the Reſt. They planted a long Row of Stakes, and 
clean'd all-the: Ways in Reſpect to the Governour, who intended 
to aſſiſt in Perſon at the Execution, Nugaſſendayo an Apoſtar, 
who was ſent before, to get all things in Readineſs, perceiving 
a great Space betwixt the Fire, and the Stakes, demanded - 
the Reaſon of it. The Soldiers anſwer'd : to prolong their Ter- 
ments. That's Inhuman (he reply'd) notorious Offenders are only 
treated in this Manner, and not ſuch as are conde mn d, purely for 
teaching a Law, contrary to ours, With that, he made them draw 
the Piles nearer to the Stakes, promiſing to take the Fault upon 
himſelf; and the Governour afterwards approv'd of his Conduct, 
cxpreſſing an Averſion to theſe Kind of Cruelties. | 

All being dispos'd in this Manner, the People ſeem'd much 
ſurpris'd to ſee thirteen Stakes, and only nine Religious; ſome 
thought the others were for the Portugueſe, that came over 
laſt Year for Charity, to ranſom a Religious Man, lately taken 
by the Holland Privateers, others ſaid for the Japonians, that 
harbour'd the Fathers, but after all, they prov'd to be four 
Chriſtians, that came laſt Year from the Philippines, contrary 
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to the Emperour's Orders. Theſe poor Wretches, ſecing them- 
ſelves condemn'd to the Flames, loſt Courage, and abjur'd the 
Faith. One of theſe was an European, the Reſt Indians. As it 
was fordid Lucre, that put them on this Expedition (which 
according to St. Paul, is a Species of Idolatry) they were ſoon 
frighten'd out of their Religion, and the Chriſtians by this 
were convinc'd, that it is not human Strength, but the Grace 
of God, that makes Martyrs. > lend 

7% On the 20th of June, they conducted the Servants of God, 

. to the holy Mountain, in Order to conſummate their Sacriftce. 
One of the Jeſuits' who ſaw them paſs by, ſays, Father Pre. 
vincial had a ſmiling Countenance, and the Reſt appear'd ſo 
tranſported, that he had much ado, to hold himſelf from joyn- 
ing in Company with them. The Governour having forbid 
the Inhabitants of Nanga/aqui, to ſtir out of Town that Day, 
none durſt appear on the Place, which was no little Morti- 
fication. However, feeing he Fathers paſs by the Walls, ſome 
made hideous Cries, others fell on their Knees, to crave their 
Bleſſing, others recommended the Church. of Japan to their 
Prayers; in a Word, every. Soul of them wept, and expreſsd 
a Defire of ſharing with them in the Torments. 

Tho? none were preſent at this, Sacrifice, out of Nang aſaqui, 
it ſelf, the Hill and Plain, were both clad with Spectators, that 
came from the Neighbouring Villages. Being arriv'd at the 
Place, where heretofore the Church, and Noviceſhip of the Society 
ſtood, Father Provincial pray d the Guards to halt, and give 
him a little Water to drink, which they did, and after a ſhort 
Prayer, they continu'd their March, g.. I Of 

Father Baltazar ds Torres, and Brother Michael 7. 02.0, his 
Companion, were dent before the Reſt: Being near the Hill, 
when Father Provincial came up, he lighted. out of his Litter, 
and making a low Reverence ta.. bis Superiour, - march'd on 
before him. They embrac'd one another, and diſcours'd to- 
gether with a feeling Satisfaction, to the Amazement, of the 
Heathens, who cou'd not but wonder, to ſee Men, going with 
fo little Concern, to the Stake. 3 

In the mean Time, up comes the Governour with Feizo his 
Lieutenant, and the Guards. Father Baltaxar made him a low 
Reverence, and the Governour return'd it, by inclining his 

Head. Being enter'd into the Incloſure, they kifs'd the Ground 

_ conſecrated with the Blood of ſo many Martyrs, and ſo march'd 
cheerfully to their Poſts. | 


They 
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They bound them cloſe to the Stakes, and pibd the Wood 
thick about them. Father Balrazar talk'd a long while, with 
the Father his next Companion, and it's thought, made his 
Confeſſion to him, as the Reſt had done before in Priſon. So 
ſoon as the Fire was kindled, The Martyrs ſung the Praiſes of 
God, and frequently cry'd out Feſus, Maria. The Smoak for 
ſome Time, took them out of Sight, but as the Fire clear'd,, 
they were ſeen ſtanding upright in the Flames, with their Eyes 
fxt on Heaven. The Wood ſtood fo near, that within leſs 
than half an Hour, their Bodies were reduc'd to Aſhes. Their 
Martyrdom fell on the 20th of June, 1626. The Governour 
after he had given Orders, to caſt their Aſhes" into the Sea, 
return'd Home much concern'd, to be forc'd upon ſuch Cruelties, 
eſpecially to ſuch Perſons, whoſe Candour and Modeſty were 
evident Inſtances of their Innocence, ws ö 
Father Francis Pacieco was Native of Pontlima in Portugal and 
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The Life 


and Vir- 


well born. He inclin'd from his firſt Infancy to Piety and con- zues of Fa- 
feſs'd afterwards to Father Matthew Demos his Predeceſſor, that ther Fran- 
he made a Vow at ten Years of Age to die a Martyr, and this cis Pacie- 


from the frequent Diſcourſes he heard of the Glory of Mar- 
tyrdom. He ſtudy'd in the Jeſuits College at Lisbon, and ſee- 
ing ſo many Fathers and Schollars imbarking Yearly for the 
Indies to preach the Goſpel, found in himſelt a ſtrong Impulſe 
to the ſame Voyage. Father Morales who was afterwards 
nominated Biſhop of Japan, admitted him into the Society in 
1586. 7 | | 

Having finiſh'd the Courſe of his Philoſophy, he ask'd Leave 
to go for the Indies and imbark'd with fourteen other Com- 
panions. He ſtudy'd Divinity at the great Seminary of the 
Society, at Macao in China, where he alſo. taught afterwards 
with Applauſe, But God deſigning him for greater Things, he 
was ſent to Japan in 1604, Where he ſtudy'd the Language for 
a Year, and ſo went to Adeaco in Company of two other Fa- 
thers. In the Voyage there aroſe ſuch a terrible Storm, that 


CO. 


it ſeem'd little leſs than a Miracle that they eſcap'd with their 


Lives. Several Japonians were waſh'd off the Deck, and the 
Main-Maſt ſplit in two, and in the Fall kilFd Father John 
Portique his Companion. Infine, with long and hard Struggle 
he reach'd Ozaca where he eſtabliſh'd a Reſidence for the Miſ- 
koners of the Society. He gain'd the Affections of all that 
knew him, by his obliging and curteous Behaviour, and did 
Wonders in that Town for the Glory of God. 

Not. 


414 The Hiſtory of | the Church of JAP AN. 
Not lonp after, his Superiouts (who were well acquaitited 
with his Capacity, and 'Virtae)-order'd him back to Ching to 
govern the College of Macao. In Obedience to their Com- 
mands, he accepted of the Charge, but his Inclination Teaning 
ſtill towards Japan, by great Providence, Father Lewis Cerqueria 
(then Biſhop of that Iſland) made Choice of him for his Com- 

anion and Vicar. He exercis'd that Office for two Year, 
in the Heat of the Troubles, and did great Services to the 
Church. In the Year 1614, the Biſhop being dead, the Churches 
ruin'd, and the Preachers baniſh'd the Country, he was forcd 
to retire amongſt the Reſt into China, and return'd again next 
Year, under the Diſguiſe of a Merchant. | 

He liv'd eleven Years in the Country, under continual 
Hardſhips and Dangers, travelling from Place to Place in 
Diſzuiſe, to the Time he fix'd his Reſidence at Arima. Be- 
fore this Settlement, he was oblig'd to viſit the Kingdoms of 
Cami, and as none at that Time durſt harbour a Chriſtin, 
he lay moſt Part in Woods, and on Mountains. He liv'd a 
' Year together at Sacay, in a Corner of a Houſe betwixt the 

Boards, where he had ſcarce Room to turn in, and from hence 
alſo he aſſiſted the Chriſtians writing confolatory Letters, and 
ſending Miſſioners to their Relief. a 

Infine, in the Year 1622, Father General was pleas'd to ap- 
point him Provincial, and by this Means, the / Adminiſtration 
of the Biſhoprick too fell to his Charge, in the Abſence of the 
Paſtor, who was then in the Indies. His profound Humility 
and .ardent Zeal for the Converſion of Souls, made him demur 
ſome Time, whether he ſhould accept of the Place, but then 
reflecting that the General was poſitive in his Orders, and the 
Dignity a Means to encreaſe his Sufferings, he ſubmitred and 
went for Nangaſaqui, thence to Arima, and ſo to Corinezy, where 
he govern'd the Society and Biſhoprick for four Years, ſeeking 
— after the loſt Sheep, to bring them back to the 
Fold. 

He was a Religious, of great Prayer and Mortiſication. None 
more pleaſant, more humble and mortify'd. Altho' he was an- 
cient, infirm, paralitick, and more than half blind, he walk'd 
continually Barefoot, and would never accept of a Servant, to 
wait on him. By theſe great Actions, he obtain'd the Accom- 
pliſhment of his Deſires, by a glorious Martyrdom, which he 
ſuffer'd in Nangaſaqui, being at the Age of threeſcore and 
one, and one and forty Years, from his firſt Entrance into Re- 
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Father John Baptiſt Zola was Native of Breſſia, in the Repub- Taube? 
lick of Venice. They admitted him into the Society, at the Age 'y ug" | 
of nineteen Years. Having tanght his Courſe of Humanity. 
by the General's Leave, he imbark'd together with nine and 
fifty more of the ſame Order, for the Indies, and out of his, 
great Humility, waited on the Reſt, during the whole ſix Months 
Time of the Voyage. Having finiſh'd his Studies at Goa, and 
Macao, he was manifeſtly call'd by God to Japan, where he la- 
bour'd for twenty Years with indefatigable Zeal. Afterwards 
as the Perſecution began to rage, he was forc'd to retire for 
2 Time to Macao, and fix Months after, return'd again, in Or- 
der to govern the College of Arima. Old an infirm as he was, 
he never ceas'd from labouring in the Vineyard. He conceiv'd 
{ ardent a Deſire of Martyrdom, that he us'd to beg of the 
n that they would intercede to Almighty God on his 
Beha | 
Father Charles Spinola, and Father Peter Paul Navar, both glo- 
rious Martyrs of Jeſus Chrift, wrote to him out of Priſon, in Way 
of Aſſurance that his Prayer was heard, and theſe Letters he 
kept to his very. Death in his Breviary, as Pledges of their 
Promiſe. To be ſhort, he was burat alive, at the Ape of ſixty 
one Years, of which he ſpent thirty three in the Socigty, with 
great Example and Edification. | | : 
Father Baltazar de Torres, Was Native of Granado in Spain. Of Father 
His Father was a Perſon of Quality, and Governour of a con- * 1 
iderable Poſt : He ſent him to ſtudy at the Jeſuits, and gare 
him Leave afterwards to enter amongſt them. Having ended his 
Studies, he found himſelf inſpir'd to preach the Goſpel in the 
new found World, and as Providence would have it, they ſent 
him to the Indies, in the Year 1586, with thirty other Religious 
of the ſame Order. They ſuffer'd extremely in the Voyage, 
and were forc'd to winter at Moxambiqui; hearing there, that 
the Patriarch Oviedo liv'd in ÆAthiopia with only one Compa- 
nion, he offer'd with ſome others, to make his Way thro” the 
Caffres and Canibals, to his Aſſiſtance, but God reſery'd him for 
other Conqueſts. | 
He taught Divinity at Goa, and at Macao afterwards, for the 
Space of eight Years. He was endu'd with a quick Wir, and 
ſolid judgment, naturally obliging and affable, and ſo great a 
Soul, that he ſeem'd purpoſely fram'd by Heaven for Martyr- 
dom. Being ſent to Japan in 1600, he ran over moſt of the 
Empire, with incredible Zeal. The Fathers being baniſh'd and, 
ſtrict Search made after them, he was forc'd to retire into a 


De- 
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Deſert, and live there in a poor Straw Hut. He continy 
there Six Months, without any other Companion (as he ſays hin. 
ſelf in one of his Letters) beſides Serpents, and venemous Beaſts, 

So ſoon as the Perſecution began to relent, he went to Sacy 
and found all there in Flames by the War, that then broke ou 
betwixt the Governours and Dayfuſama. Being taken (as waz 
ſaid) by the Conquerours in a Marſh, they ſtript him, and in this 
Manner, he travell'd over the Fields, all clad with dead Bodies 
Going afterwards to Nangaſaqui, he was taken and crown 
with Martyrdom in the Year 1626. | | 
| He was well ſhap'd, of a tall Stature, of a ſtrong and ro: 
buſtick Conſtitution, and Proof againſt all Hardſhips. He had 
light Hair, a Vermilion Complection, a majeſtick Port, and ſo 
agreeable in his Converſation, that every one lov'd him. But 
the Beauty of his Sonl ſhin'd ſtill with a much brighter Luſter, 
All Virtues center'd in him, in an eminent Degree, as Humility, 
Charity, Patience, Love of Sufferings and ardent Zeal of God' 
greater Glory. But what's moſt to be admir'd in fo great: 
Man, was his punctual Obedience, to the leaſt Sign of his Su- 
periour's Will, his Tenderneſs of Devotion, the Rigour of his 
Penances, and entire Affection to holy Poverty. He never 
took any thing along with him beſides the Beads, Breviary and 
Church-Stuff. Theſe were the Riches that ſweeten'd all his La. 
hours. He liv'd forty ſeven Years in the Society, and twenty fix 
of theſe in Japan, and ſuffer'd at the Age of threeſcore and one. 

Brother Gaſpar Landamatzu, was Native of Omure. They 
brought him up from his tender Years, in the Jeſuits Seminary, 
and he was afterwards admitted amongſt them, at the Ape 
of ſeventeen Years, in the Year of our Lord, 1582. Being 
converſant in the Faponian Language, he did Wonders both at 
Bungo, Arima, Firando and Goto. He was a Man of wonderful 
Patience, perfect Humility and conſummate Charity. They ba- 
niſh'd him out of Japan in the Perſecation, but he ſuddainly 
return'd again with Father Francis Pacieco. He endur'd much, 
all the forty four Years he liv'd in the Society, and honour'd 
it in the End with his glorious Martyrdom, at the Age of 
threeſcore and one. 

Brother Peter Reinxi, was born at Arima, His Parents bred 


PererRe- him up with Gar in a Seminary, where he learnt Latin, as 


alſo to confute the erroneous Principles of the Bonzes, He was 
a Man of an enflam'd Zeal, and ardent Charity. He waited 
eight Years on Father Provincial, with Hopes of being admit- 
ted into the Society, and was burnt for the Faith with him, 
deing thirty eight Years of Age. Prother 
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hrotber Paul. Scinſuque was Native of the ſame Place. He c- 2 Brother 
eka ſeveral of the Fathers In theit Miſſions; and amongſt Faulscin- 


e Reſt, that famous and, indefatigable Apoſkle, Father eren, 


1 


5 de Angelis, He was Companion alfo to Father Paul Wavur, 

t and more than probable, it was by the Prayers of theſe glorious 

s Saints, that he came to die 4 Martyr. He was admitted into 

5 the Society 1 —ͤ ͤ lay fix 

WH Months, ia Priſon. One. may ſay of him, that his Life Was 4 
( WW contigual Exerciſe of Prayer 4 & Mortification,” ke fk n 
| the Age gt orty hve YeArh I ON STIs Rn. RS 
- WH Brother. Michael Teſe was born at Aim. Borh' he and Bro- of Brother 
d ther Paul, aſſociated themſelves to Father Sebaſtian Quimura, and 2 
0 Hierom de Angelis, and afterwards to Father Balrazay de Torres, 8 8 5 
t with whom they were taken and batur. Brother” Michaei Was 

5 atlii 2) LL oil 27871 et 


Age. 4 | NS 
er: Fob Qui/acs labonrd” fron bis Inkinch in the Con- f Prother 


verſion, of Souls. He, was Companion to Brother G per, and face. 
a apprehended at the ſame Time: The Guards inquiring who 
4 he was ? He confeſs'd of His own Accord that he was Servant 


Tt Lett 

in" it more remarka- Hen 
Cauni 
Cafioee. 


He learnt rhe, LSNSUARs with great Facility, and in a ſhort 


0 WW while, made ſuch Progreſs in Virtue, that he became an excel- 


t- WW to their Commands, he ſet himſelf immediatly on his Way, but 
* the Paſſages being all ſtopp'd, 3 forc'd back again to Japan, 
an 
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{ 48 — 2 taken for a, LE and bani d into China, where he 
cContinu'd four Years 1 indefatigably in the Vineyard. 
Not long after, returning to Japan, he was taken, tormen 

and burnt alive, bein bY admitted into the Society. Won⸗ 
derful Providence of That uſes the » rery Ambition of Ty. 
rants, to ſecure his Choſen and Elect, 105 1 them thro” Bart. 
4 En Slayery, into the precious Liberty of. the Som 
o 
The Life Amongſt other. Religious of, the Society, that died this Veit, 
- 2-3 one of the moſt remarkable l Father Joby Baptiſt Barka. bi 
John Bap Was born at Vpaſſa in Spain. After his Courſe 9 Philoſophy 
cit Bas. at Salamanca, he ſtudied the Civil and Canon Law. Soon afte 
za. entring into is Society, he was, ordain'd Prieſt, and ſent fo 
the Indies. Every one c 7 him Porn at Go and an 
his rare Talent in IS : 
50 Jn the Vear 15 dey ſen ho to. Jaben, where e 
nith great Teal, 1. Fingo, un 7 the Juriſdi&i, 
Don Auftsn, runs the main Fae of Relig on in that 1ſand. 5 
the Courſe of three Years, he baptiz'd there ſeventy five thouſand 
Idolaters, beſides, ere 5 I YR that, they. were od 
more hap, pcs. lp rr nis Hzads like angther 24e, til 
e pour 
Alter Don Ain Death, he ketird to Ximabars, and" cb. 
 tinu'd there till ſfuch Time as Father Levi Cerqueira (Biſhop of 
Japan) took him for Coadjutgr, 4 the Adminiſtration. of the 
Dioceſs. Upon the. late AQ 1 75 aniſhinent, againſt the * 
thers, he fled 920 the Chuan, d * * the Chriſtians, in 
privafts gene about from Pia e, aud * is for the 
Space of eight Years, He Lag be e 
ts Lie in t nyt rok but as Providence wu hive 13 he con- 
Waal eſcap'd their Hands, and often b miraculous. Means, 
as ap Gad ir 1 his Letter 4h ve men Aon d. 
it ſeems reſeryd bim for afother Sort of Martyrdom: 
or n © there” while, he was ſtruck with a palſie over al 
his Body, and a painful Contraction of the Nerves beſides, in- 
Tomuch, that they were forc'd to carry him on a Beer, from 
Houſe to Houſe. He died at Naygaſaqui, in the Year 1626, 
quite worn out with Labours and Hardſhips. 
6 = 4. The laſt of the Fathers that died this Year at ar 1g Aſaqui 
T. 23 was Father Gaſpar de Caſtro, an Apoſtolical and indefargab 
de Ca- Miſſioner. He was Native of Bragaa in Spain, and enter'd the 
fro, Sdciety in Quality of a Lay-Bruther. Being vers'd in Phyſi ick, 
Life. Father Sebaſtian Morales (Biſhop of Japan) took him for his Com- 
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in the Voyage, Father Murtimet@ his Succoſſor; A had obfery'd 
in him | a Fund of Prudenci mote than ardinaty, as al- 
ſo profound Humility and enflam'd Charity, thought 5t to pro- 
mote him to the Order of Prieſthood, and employ him in the 
Converſion of Souls. He commanded fin thed td ſtudy Hu- 
manity, and Caſes of Conſcience, ad being fifficieatly inſtru- 
&ed, they 'ordain'd him Prieſt. E o en ils 3059 21 4; 
Caſtro ſeeing himſelf advanc'd to this eminent Character, be- 
liey'd he was oblig'd to double his Diligence in tlie Service of 
God, in Acknowledgment for the Favours receiv'd. The Fa- 
thers being baniſh'd out of Apa, he was foro d to leave the 
Country with the Reſt. on BOB ! 10 f £8 10 5385 

But going over afterwards in Diſguiſe, unknown to the Cap 
tain of the Veſſel, he ſtote a Shobr, and falling on his Knees, 
wept for Joy, offering himſelf up to Almighty God in a Sa- 
crifice for the Converſion of thoſe poor People. With that, he 
march'd to Aria, near Arima; where he heard aboveeight thouſand 

onfeſſions. Thence he paß d into the Ringdom of Figs, bear- 


(as the Scripture Tpeaks) His Seu in bis Hand, in Regard 


of the cohtinual Hazard of falling into rhe Hands of the Sol- 
r, 6 EA oi naratyl | | 
Not content” with theſe Hardſhips, he. made an Addition of 
his own: He faſted continually, diſciplin'd himſelf every Day; 
wore conſtantly a Hair Shirt next his Skin, and never kept his 
Bed in the worſt of Diſtempers, reſolving to die ſtanding, and 
with his Arms in his Hand, Soldier like. Father Provincini being 
taken, he retir'd in Haſte te à bordering Tfland inhabited by 
Chriſtians. Soon after he was calld back to Aria, where they 
hid him in a Hole, fitter (as he ſays himſelf in one of his Let- 
ters) for a dead s, than à living Man. Upon this, he 
fell very ill, and yet was fored to paſs the Winter, without 
either Fire, Phyſick, or other Neceſſaries, for one in his Condi- 
tion. K. V3:11-J#he . HON 79 Af? LI 5. 7 0 
Being upon the mending Hand, he was forc'd to fly. to 
Nacaiama, about a League from Aria, for ſince Father Baſtaxu 
Torres's Impriſonment, the Perſecution grew hotter than even; 
iaſomuch, that they were ford to carry him like a dead Corps 
to a Wood, where he continr'd a Day and Night, till the 
Search was over. What with his Yeats, and theſe continual 
Hardſhips, he ſoon relapsd into his old Diſtemper, and in a 
few Days was carried off, being 66 Years of Age. Perceiving 
his Zad to approach, he ſeat for one of his Brethren, and re- 
Hhh2 cciv'd 
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p nion to the Indie. But this Prelate being fuddaiüly taken off 
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ceir'd the laſt Sacraments Nothing: was wanting to crown his ger 
Happineſs. but the Sword or the Fire, which he moſt paſſio- che 
dately deſir'd, but Probably God ſpar'd him, becauſe he did * 


cruehies Hot ſpare himſelf. 1 10 428. | | | Ch 
exercio4 After the Death of fo many Religious, they proceeded agaiuſt Jol 
en the thoſe that harbour'd them. Manſ Araqus, with whom Fa- 1 
Chriſtian ther Provincial lodg'd; died in Priſon: © His Brother Matthias bit 
Vomen. yas burnt alive, as we fhall ſee afterwards: In the mean Time, 80 
can't but take Notice, of the Courage, Reſolution and Fi- 
delity of a Chriſtian Lady, that harbour 'd Father Gaſpar de Caſtro, as 
and other. Preachers. -, | gong n | he 
She was born at Faeara, the Metropolis of Chicugen, and de- pa 
ſcended of an ancient and noble Family. ' At the Age of 16 Ot 
Years” they diſpos'd of her in Marriage to one Peter Cabioge, a to 
Gentleman in; all Reſpects deſiring ſack a Match. Being ci. all 
ted before the Judge, Suſanna (for ſo they calld her) took her th 
Daughter in her Arms, and made them ſet down; her Name a 
in the Liſt 23 other Chriſtians, five Days after, they 
calld upon the Priſoners, and ſhut up the Women in the For- M 
treſs. Suſamma being in the laſt Place, took her Husband by the 7 
Hand, ſaying, This 1 ſuppoſe 5s intended to torment! ui, but they'll de Cl 
the ſame to you afterwards. II go firſt, and through God's Grace th 
| hope to remain conſtant, and I expett the ſame from you... Remem- an 
| ber this Life is ſhart,, and Eternity will never have an End. She i 
| had theſe Words conſtantly in her Mouth. _.. 0 
| In Effect, the Judges order d the Women to be put on the 
| Torture in the Preſence of their Husbands, and this they did 1 
to move their Husbands, with their piteous Lamentations and 10 
Tears. The firſt that enter'd the Liſt, was the noble Suſanne. 
Many Arguments and Promiſes were us d to reduce her by fair 5 
| Means, but as theſe took no Effect, they made an. Effort upon her K. 
= Purity, ſtripping her naked, a Torment more cruel than Death fe 
[ it ſelf. In this Manner they hung her by, the Hair to a Tree, T 
! which ſo terrify'd the other Women, that they immediatly 
3 adjur'd the Faith: So great a Horror have the Japenian Ladies 5 
| of any thing that touches Modeſty. and. Purity, There were fo 
| five in Company, u Manſu's. and. Matt hi ats. Wires with three F. 
| More. Þ£25 © 2:47] nll } 03 If - . | 
| In the. mean Time, Suſanna ſuffer d the Torment with invin - 1 
| tible Conſtancy, reproaching the Judge to his Face, for treating be 
i a Perſon of Quality in ſo barbarous a Manner. The Hea- hi 
thens inſtead. of calming upon it, utter'd a thouſand ſcurrilous by 


RefleQions: againſt her, and ſeeing a little Girl in one of the 
n | Cit 0 ; Ser- 
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Servants; Arms, ask d to whom it belong'd? The Maid to fave 
the Child, ſaid it was hers. Ne (reply'd' Suſana) it's mine, look 
in the Roll and you'll find it! Name. She would rather have the 
Child die in her Sight, than ſuffer it to live with Hazard of 
loſing its Soul. The Judge order'd them to trip it, and tye 
it croſs her Feet. The Weather being cold the Child wept 
bitterly, and the Mother made à Sacrifice of it to Almighty 


* 


God. 1 | 
She continu'd eight Hours in this Manner, and confeſs'd af- 


terwards, that when Mondo threaten'd her with new Torments, 
her Soul was ſo tranſported with Joy, that ſhe felt no Manner of 
pain. After this infamous Torment, the Cook by the Judge's 
Order unty'd her, and put her on his own Cloaths, leading her 
to the Kitchin, with a Collar about her Neck, where ſhe did 
all the Drudgery for the Space of ſix Months. Not long after, 
they tranſported her to Nangaſaqui, with the other Priſoners, 
and put her to Death, as we fflall ſee in the proper Place. — 
The Judges flaſh'd with the late Succeſs, refolv'd to try the ſame en: Wife | 
Method with the other Women, behold a lamentable Example. gormented.. 
John Naiſen a Youth of twelve Years of Age, being with the 
Chriſtians at the grand Aſſembly, when they all ſign'd with 
their Blood to be true and conſtant to the holy Church, he 
amongſt the Reſt conſented to the ſame, and ſet his Hand to- 
it; adding, he would aſſiſt all the Poor, that came to ask his 
Charity, and lay down his Life for Jeſus Chr:#. 
Being at the Age of twenty four Years, he eſpous'd a devout 
Lady cad Monica, who had been twice bamif'd by her Father, 
for the holy Faith. Bugendono who was his ' God-Father, and 
gave lim the Name of Naiſen, a Favour done to none, but who 
they are pleas'd to own for Relations, expreſs'd a paſſionate 
Kiadneſs for him. This notwithſtanding, Naiſen made publick Pro- 
feſſion of the Faith, and harbour'd all Preachers of the Goſpel. 
The Judges reſented extremely this' Liberty, of his, but durſt 
proceed no farther, in Regard of his Intereſt with Bugendono. 
However when Father Paul Navar was led to Execution, they 
ſent to him; by Way of Affront, for ſome: Wood, to burn the 
Father. Na, anſwer'd he had no Wood to burn his Maſters 
with, but as much as they pleas'd, to burn himſelf. i 
Not long after, they ſeizd him and all his Family, for har- - 5 
douring Father John Baptiſt Zola. Mondo the Governour, ply*d%. Bran. 
him at firſt by fair Means and large Promiſes of Preferment, 
but finding this took no Effect, he order'd the Soldiers to tor- 
ent Momen in his Sight, and made a Sign te her to put _ 
, er 


- 


* 


her Cloaths. The Lady immediatly, ſtripp'd her ſelf, fayins: 
She would even part with her Skin too, rather ha etray Fra — 
Upon this, all the Company withdrew, with an Abhorrence 0 


ſo barbareus a Cruelty. The poor Husband ſeeing Alando in: 
Humour, as if he meant to proſtitute his Wife, to thoſe y 
lewd Fellows, unmindful of his former Promiſes, cry'd out, 
-icked Man 2 my Wife's Honour, and PI de mhate uer the Judge 
Pleaſe. A moſt deplorable Fall! Which in a Manner, pierc dn 
Wife's Heart. VI ES FVV 
The Tyrant ſeeing the Lady would not follow the Example 
of her Husband, bid ber take hot Coals in her Hand, and try 
how ſhe would be able to ſuffer the Fire. As ſhe was ſtretch- 
ing out her Hand, Mondo drew his Sword to cut it off, and 
for all that, ſhe never mov d out of the Poſture, to the great Aſto- 
niſhment of the Heathens. In the main, Monde in Regard of 
her Husband's baſe Condeſcention, ſent them both Home. 
1 — % Not long after, John enter'd into himſelf, and reflecting on 
rag 15 the Enormity of his Crime, and the Scandal he had given there- 
buy to the Faithful, grew ſadly melancholly and afflicted. , He 
wept bitterly, and took Revenge on his Body by bloody Dif- 
ciplines, feeding (as holy David did) on his Tears. He was ſome- 
time in Doubt with himſelf, whether he ſhould beg Pardon of the 
Chriſtians for the Scandal, or excuſe himſelf, as being a raſh incon- 
ſiderate Word, and done. purely to hiader his Wife from of- 
fending God, but Conſcience flying in his Face, he was forc 
to leave the Houſe, and preſently after went to Court. 
The Tyrant receiyv d him with diſtinguiſhing Marks of Kindneſs, 
declaring he was infinitely fatisfy'd with his Conduct. That t nit my 
Buſmeſs reply d John) ¶ betray'd my. Conſcience in ſaying 1 would 
comply with the Judges Commands. I never renounc'd. the Faith fram 
my. Heart, ſo pray let the Judges know: as much, and that I intend to 
perſevere in it to my laſt Breath. The, Tyrant was much ſurpris'd 
at his Diſcourſe, however diſſembling his Reſentment for that 
Time, bid him hold his Peace, and ſpeak no more on that 
Subject. How ? (ſaid. John) either do me Juſtice, or I'll. go my ſelf 
this IJoment to the Judge, and repair the Scandal by the Effuſion of my 
Blood. PI FR 
Fe is caſt So ſoon as he was gone, Aſondo call'd the Judges, and upd 
ri- 


1 Pri- a. Debate, they reſolv'd to take him into Cuſtody. The C 


* ſtians who lay there in Chains, receiv'd him with ſenſible Joy, 
4 and embrac'd him with Tears in their Eyes. Before: he was 
well got to the Priſon, up comes Monica his Wife, with ber 
three Children, as alſo Magdalen. one of her L Rane 

uffer 
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ſuffer d moſt ſevere Uſage for her Faith, hung naked on 4. Tree 


42J 


by the Legs and Arms/hlfd up to the Throat with Water, and 
preſs'd tilf the very Blood came out of her Month. She left al- 


ſo another Maid callid Aba, to guard the Houſe, who preſsd 
earneſtly to bear her Company. Moreover two df obus Ser- 
vants who deſerted with their Maſter, return'd again upon his 
Repentance, and confeſs'd themſelves Chriſtians in open Court. 
go much does the good Example of Maſters influence their Ser- 
rants. John now bent upon eine for his Fault, 
wrote Letters out of Priſdn, to the ſevetal / Congregations of the 
Faithful, to certify them of his ſiacere Repentan cee. 

This glorious Troop of Saints, chang'd their Priſon, into a Kind 
of Religions Houſe, they prattis'd mental Prayer thrice a Day, 
and ſung Palms together. Their Food was à little ill prepar'd 
Rice, Part Whereof they diſtributed amongſt the Por. More- 
over, they faſted three Days a Week, laid continually on Ruſbes, 
and the Men took a Diſeipline privatly amongſt themſelves. They 
deſir d paſſionatly to ſuffer altogether, but the Judges with Hopes 
of improving that pious Conteſt (which lately happen'd be- 
twixt Jahn and Paul) to his Advantage, thought conveniens to 
#parate thee 200 oe IR ada bog womans 

Paul Seaxyemon was one of the moſt ſubſtantial Gentlemen in 
Vmabara. He was ſeiz'd ſome Time before, and ſuffer d much 
in the Confinement, for his Conſcience. Both he and his Wife 
freely entertaĩn'd the Preachers in the worlt of Times. Father 
John Baptiſt Zola, came the very Night before they ſeiz'd him, to 


Paul's Houſe, but the Chriſtians thinking it proper to remove him, 


he retird to his Friend John, where both he and his Patron were 
,, ofl3 a i levy | 

Paul hearing what had paſt, went of his own Accord to the 
Judge, pretending it was he that harbour'd the Father, and 
not John Naiſen. Johm on the Contrary, pleaded that as the Fa- 
ther was taken in his Houſe, it was his Right to ſuffer with him. 
The Judges were amaz'd to hear them in this Manner, 
and promisꝰd to inform the Court of the Di ce betwixt them. 
ln the mean Time, they order'd them both to Nang aſaqui, to 
be examinꝰd. Cavac hiono the Governour was much {ſurpris'd to 
ſee theſe two Friends divided upon ſuch an odd Kind of Con- 
troverſy. However upon Examination, Jobn was found 14 7057 
and condemn'd to undergo the Penalty of the Law, and Paul 
kept in Cuſtody, till farther Orders from Court. vs 


Tho? 
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The Priſo- | Tho' Jobs was condemn'd, yet the Judges did all they coul 
ners ed e to ſave his Life, and knowing bychis late Fall what a — 


Nangaſa- 
qui. 


Love he bare to his Wife, they made ſeveral new Efforts. both 
on her, and the tw Daughters. Moreover, they put Aas dalen 
again to the Torture, and tempted both Catherine Wife to Jaln 
onaca, and the invincible Suſanna above mention'd, to forſake 
their Religion, but finding them ſteady and inflexible. in, their 
Reſolotions, they order'd them back to Priſon. 
On the tenth of Fuly Notice was given to the Priſoners to pre- 
pare for Death. All were overjoy'd at the News, beſides poor 
Magdalen, who wept bitterly, becauſe ſhe was not of che Num. 
ber. The Judges in Regard ſhe had not harbour'd the Religious 
brought her in not guilty, and afterwards turn'd her over with the 
Child to John's Father. Au odd Kind of juſtice, to torment x 
Perſon in this Manner, and then declare them innocent. Paul 
alfo arid his Wife were continuid in Priſon, till! their Cauſe Was 
heard. The Perſons then that imbark d for Nangaſaqui, were Joln 
Naiſen, Monica his Wife, Matthias Araqui, Peter Cabieye, Suſamna 
his Wife, John Tanaca, Catherine his Wife, and little Lemis, Monica; 
Sog. All of them were bound beſides the Child. 
Paul Scayemone and John Naiſen, who would needs, die one 
for another, were now forc'd ro ſeparate. John rejoyc'd that 
he was thought worthy to ſuffer for Jeſus Chriſt, and Faul wept 
bitterly as heing denied that Favour. On the Road, they took 
from Suſanna her little Daughter, which afflicted her more than 
all her Torments put together. John, who before fell ſhort of 
his Wife in Courage, now exhorted her to Conſtancy, and * 
Words wrought ſo effectually upon her, that fhe; pray'd to be 
left a whole Day in the Flames for encreaſing her Tor- 
ment. ae ein IÞ 69m Meg bed 3:.dw animal tes 
Being arriv'd within a League of Nangaſaqui, the Officers for- 
bid them to ſing Pſalms, or ſpeak with the Chriſtians, on the 
Way, and Fohn in the Name of the Reſt, promis'd to obſerve 
the Orders. In Effect, ſeveral, Chriſtians. going out to compli- 
ment them, and beg their Prayers, they only anſwer'd by in- 
clining their Heads. All were mounted on Horſe-Back, beſides 


4 


* - 


little Lewis, whom the Soldiers carried in their Arms. Being 


come to the Place of Execution, on the holy Mountain they ſpied 
four Stakes, one for Peter Caviaye Suſanna's Husband, another for 
Aatthias Araqui Brother to Manſu that died in Priſon, whoſe Bo- 
dy they brought along with them to be burnt: The third for 
John Naiſen, Monica's Husband, and a fourth for John Tanaca 
Catherine's Spouſe. | 
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The Women buck: e Flanbaods and pearl, ,.250 _ 

28 e Lewes Was ſet n to Nis 
— Monica, for fear of being [interrupted Te rayers i; 
Ven 


his Sight, made. him à Sign to withdraw. The | Chj 
— back to the Soldier, and John Nai ſen | peateivigh 
to be ſurpris d, cry'd out : Sen take Courage, and fear not, ne 
are going to Heaven. , Air ads LE. 
The Men being all bound to their Stakes, they made. a Sign 


for the Women to withdraw.; Going then aſide, the Execu- 
tiouers ſtruck of their Heads. la the mean ig Aae 
Lis ſeeing his Father tied, and his Mother expir'd, began 
to tremble for Fear, and immediatly the Soldier cut of his 
Head. They plac'd the Heads on a riſing Ground, for a 
Terrour to the Reſt, but in Place of that, it ſet a new. Edge 
on _ Courage, and made them long, till, the Fire was 
kigdted; lth Shih nnen er wanton ads e mae 

The - barbarous Fiaa, order'd the Soldiers to caſt Water 
upon the Wood, to prolong their Torment. The Fire being 
kindled, the Martyrs cry'd out with a general Voice, Jeſus 
-"Tamaco,' as the Cords broke, 
went croſs the F to embrace Manſus Body, then march; 
ing up to his Companions; he kif'd their Hands, | ſaying ; 
0 happy Day! What «' pleuſam Speftacle * And ſo hack to bi 
Stake, where he fell down dead in the Flames. He was 8 
poor Labourer, born in a little Cottage, by whom God 
wou'd be glorifyd, making him walk thro the Fire, as if 
he had trodden on Roſts . The Martyrs Bodies, according 
to Cuſtom, were burnt to Aſhes, and thrown into the Sex, 
for Fear the Chriſtians © ſhoy'd Steal their Relicks. Theſe 
were the Victories, and Triumphs of the Martyrs, honquring 
our Religion with their Conſtancy, and forcing the Infidels 
to confeſs, © that it belong?d''to Chriſtians only, to die with 
2 cheetful, and ſmiling Countenance- » Hitherto Father Adoreyan, 
in his Relation to Father General; dated March the 31th, 1626. 
Their Martyrdom fell on the 12th of July, 162. 

Next Year the Xogune, renew'd the P rſecution againſt the They ſearch 
Chriſtians, ſome he ſent into Baniſhment, others he ſtripp'd of after the 
their Eſtates, and Abundance beſides he put to Death by un- NIigious. 
heard of Cruelties: But his main Deſign levelFd- at the Frieſts. 
The Goyernours knowing nothing could be more acceptable to 
him than ſuch Booty, were continually on the Chaſe kuktin 
Woods, Mountains, Caves, and every Turning that had the Ik 
Appearance of a lurking Hole. 1 

II i There 
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"There now only remain d 18 Jeſits, in all Japan, ani yet 
they converted this Year above a Thohſand Idolaters, beſides g; 
what was done by the 'other Religious; who labour'd inden. in 
tigably in the common Cauſe. We may gather the. Manner F. 
of living of theft Apoſtolical Men, from à Letter of Father th 


M tthew Cauro's, « Succeſſor to Father 'Pacieco, who was burnt ce 
ennie 21 
* About this Time (ſays he) the Governours 'of Faratuz ſemt Troy; de 


F Soldiers round the Country, 10 ſearch After Religions a Prieſts, F 


ind the Orders have been Exetuted with the utmiſt Diligence; for 
they wifited, Grots, Caves, Stables, and Gramariet, to the "Very bi 
Straw. Thoſe that went to conſiſcate Father Baltaſar de Torreſs'; ce 
| little Moveable, finding ſome Pieces of Money in the Houſe, mere-ſo re 
1! tranſported with the Hopes of ading a Treaſaxe,' that they did not w/ 
l leave a Hole, nor a Corner anſearch'd;, JJ. I 
{ Don this, the Chriſtians where I livd, came with poſitive Order: te 
4 for me to be gone, for it was impoſſible (they ſaid) te ſecure. me any 41 
i longer. I promisd to imbark the next Night, but my Patron in. m 
| the mean Time had prepar'd me a Conveyance, unknown to the Family, 
| I ſtole into it by Night, with my Catechyſt and one Servant, but tt 
God knows, it wat ſcarce four Fost broad, and not paſt Twelve in as 
| length, We liv'd there, Night ani Day without any Light, exsepting * 
Aleal time, or when we recited” the | divine Office, und wrote. Lei- A 
| dens... © If beo gnob It 9 21 | 
| They gave us our Diet thro s Hole iu the 'Thatch, and then closd 
| it apain.' I lid 35 Days in this Darkneſs, and never ſtirr'd out, th 
excepting on Eaſter . Day to «ſay Mast. After that Time, my 2 
| Patron made me another little Haie, about the ſame Sixe, where 1 p 
1 continue to this preſent Day. I keep the Church Stuff by me to ſay te 
| Haſs, and ſteal out by A back Door to a'neighbouring Hutt, where 7 
they cover an Altar every Night till Maſs be ended, and then 
ii uncover it again. I carry the Church Stuff into the Conveyance al 
| with me, where I live reading, aud writing all Day, by 4 Laght F 
borrow'd from a narrow Crevis in the Bogrds. The Spies believing th 
| me to live not fur off, uſe their uttermoſt ta ſurpriſe me. The Go- d 
| vernour is ſo earneſt to find me out, that be hath forbid the People, be 
to n ate Encloſures about their Houſes for two Leagues round, and li 
this to ſee who goes in, or comes out of Doors. Since Father Gaſpar g 
de Caſtro's Death, I lid all alone in theſe Parts, ſtudying te tu 


an mate the Chriſtians, by frequent Letters. OW 
| By this Letter of Father Provincial one may ſee, what 

fort af Lives, the poer Miſſioners led in theſe Countries, if 
yet we may call it Life, or rather Death, ſeeing they were 
buryed alive. * About 
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About this Time, a Perſon of note call'd Thomas Suquezaiemon, 
gain'd the Crown of Martyrdom. Being arriv'd at ' Teugara, 
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A Perſon 


of Pualit 
US ug 


in the Kingdom of Oxu, (where there were ſeveral the Jive for 
Faithful) he was ſo charm'd, with their Words and Example, the Faith. 


that he reſolv'd to turn Chriſtian, and preſently after re- 
ceiv d Baptiſm. Going afterwards to diſpence his Charities 
amongſt the Priſoners, the Tone who had notice of it, con- 
demn'd him to be burnt alive, unleſs he renounc'd the 
Faith. 

The Judges preſs'd him to yield to the Tono's Demands, 
but the Gentleman being fix'd in his Reſolution, they pro- 
ceeded to Sentence, and condemn'd him to the Flames. He 
received the Sentence with feeling Satisfaction, ſaying : Lord 
what have I done, to deſerve ſuch 4 Favour | What Return ſhall 
1 make you ? He marchd to Execution, with a cheerful Coun- 
tenance, and was bound te a Stake, ſurrounded: with Faggots 
and Straw, and Snow up to his Middle, to prolong the Tor- 
ment. 

Before the Fire was kindled, one of the Judges ask'd him 
three ſeveral Times if he wou'd renonnce his Faith? And 
as he refus'd to comply, they ſet Fire to the Wood. In the 
Middle of the Torment, he was heard to ſay theſe Words. 
Merciful God help me, give me Grace to ſubdue your Enemies, caſt 
your Eyes on 4 poor miſerable Creature, Jeſus, Maria help me. 
The barbarous Executioners, ſeeing him ready to expire, 
threw Snow upon his Head to keep him alive, and urg'd to 
call upon the Camis, but the Saint perceiving his Hour ap- 
proach'd, yeilded Thanks to God, for doing him the Honour 
to end his Life in the Flames, and ſo dy'd calling upon 
Feſus and Mary; his Martyrdom happen'd at Tacouca. 

Three Years after the Converſion of this glorious Martyr, 
an old Man call'd Ignatius Mozayemon, was burnt by a flow 
Fire for his Religion. The Barbarians having obſerv'd, that 
the late Thomas, was pleas'd by fixihg his Eyes in Heaven, 
during the Torment, they order'd, that this old Man ſhou'd 
be bound with Chains to the Ground, ſo that he cou'd not 
lift up his Head. This notwithſtanding, he expreſs'd an un- 
daunted Reſolution to his laſt Breath, proteſting, no Tor- 
tures ſhou'd frighten him out of his Faith. He ſuffer d on the 
toth of January, 1626. 
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HE Tortures hitherto mention'd, bear not any New 7or- 

Proportion, with what were invented this Year, ;,,,.., 

* 1627. The Reader I hope wont be diſmay'd at gainſt the 

- theſe frightiul Appearances, nor argue as if he Chriſtians. 
wanted Faith or Love, becauſe he does not find 
himſelf in a Diſpoſition to ſuffer the like Torments. It's a dan- 
gerous Temptation to put the Queſtion what he would do on 
thoſe Occaſions ? Tell the Enemy when God puts you under theſe 
Circumſtances, he will give you Grace to be Faithful to your Vo- 
cation. As for thoſe who may have a Horror of ſuch Torments 
they muſt not take it ill that I mention them, for an Hiſtorian 
is bound in Juſtice to Truth, and the Merits of the Martyrs, to 
conceal nothing of thoſe noble Feaſts which redounded fo much to 
the Glory of God, and the Honour of his Church. We don't 
repreſent a Parricide Medea on the Stage, but the Combats and 

Trophies of the Martyrs over barbarous and bloody Nan | 
8 - whoſe 
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whoſe Standard, Worth and Piety — to be recorded to po- 
ſterity, however it may ſeem to offend more nice and delicate 
177 ·˙ ³ o . ·¹ ...-̃ ̃ ͤ Nbg 

Bugendono Lord of Facacu, in the Kingdom of Arima, being at 
Court, an Accuſation was laid againſt him for ill Management, 
and at the ſame Time Father [Provincial and his Companions be- 
ing ſeiz d in his States the Xogune was half reſoly'd to take of 


his. Head, but by the great Intereſt. of Friend 

little Time blew'over, and he was {| cfighe reps 
by on War againſt Religion. 1 
Bein 


in a 
* 
g arrivd at Arima, he iſſued out a proclamation for Men 
Chriſtians to appear and give in their Names. At the ſame 
Time alſo, he order'd three Iron Inſtryments to be made with theſe 
Characters engraven'd 5 them, Quiri, Ii, Ten, that's to fay, 
Chriſtian, and with theſe Inſtruments he branded the Saints on 
the Forehead and Cheeks. 1 „ 
3 con- The Governours who depended on Bugendono, being ſcrionſly 
Nene, refoly'd to put theſe Orders in Execution, began with the Heads 
Chriſtians, of Ximabara, and what with fair Promiſes and Threats, moſt of 
them gave Ground, and the People there generally follow'd their 
Example. Some few indeed ſtood firm and ſteady, and g- 
naliz'd their -Conſtancy. Amongſt the Reſt, a Citizen of 11 
endur'd cheerfully the aboveſaid Cruelty, and permitted his Fin- 
gers and Thumbs to be cut off. Moreover Michael and John, 
two of Bugendono's Pages (whoſe Feats were mention'd aboye) 
gave on this Occaſion manifeſt Proofs of their invincible Reſo- 
lution. The Heathen Governour after ſeveral Remonſtrances, 
to bring them back to the Worſhip of Idols, threaten'd to cut off 
their Fingers and Toes, unleſs they would ſurrender imme- 
diatly to his Pleaſure. The Word was no ſooner out of his Mouth 
but the two young Men ſtretch'd out their Arms and Feet in 
Order to ſuffer, and the Tyrant would certainly have been 2s 
good as his Word too, if Friends had not interpos'd. How- 
ever he baniſh'd them his Preſence, proteſting he would acquaint 

the Tono with it, unleſs they chang'd their Minds. 

Michael in the mean Time for Fear his old Mother and the 
younger Son might not have Courage enough to endure theſe 
Torments, retir'd privatly in the Night with all his Family into 

- a Forreſt, where they lay continu'd five Days, and fo march'd out 

of the Kingdom. | | 

Michael's Flight brought all the Storm upon his Companion. 

The Governour upon the next Appearance, finding him as ſteady 

and conſtant as before, commanded the Soldiers to burn his 2 0 
1 wit 


with-a, Torch, Which th did. Some; Days» after again, he 


made them tye him to a Beam with a Cord about his Neck, 
that done: they bound his Hands und. Feet behind his Back, and 
drew him up by the Middle over a Kind of Gibbet, turning / 
and twining him with ſo violent a Motion, that he immedi- 
atly loſt his Senſes, and muſt certainly have expir'd, if in that 
very Nick af Fime, they had not taken him down. la Con- 


duſion, the Governour affraid the World ſhould know he kept a 


Chriſtian in his Houſe, durſt noyproceed any farther, and baniſh'd. 


him the Ton: We hall ſce afterwards how he laid down his 
Life for the Faitn. c 


Eighty Chriſtians of Ximabara upon the News of this Per- ,7% chi- 
ſecution, aſſembled together, and mutually engag'd one another K of 
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to die for the: holy Faith. The Tem who had Notice. of it, 26 in 


to try all Kind of Beverities upon them, and Fire it ſelf: too, if zu cruely 
— comply'd punctually “mented. 


it was thought neceſſary. T 
with the Commands, and ſeeing all would not do, he ſet four 
big bon'd Fellows at the Door, where they were to paſs, with. 
Orders to beat them, as they did, till ſeveral of them dropt down 
dead on the Spot. The Reſt were ſent Home ſore bruis d and lame. 
But this is all nothing to what the Chriſtians ſuffer'd at Cu- 
chinoxu. Bugendono knowing the Chriſtians of thoſe Parts were 
ſteady. in their ' Reſolutiens, and the two principal Magiſtrates 
of the Town in particular, order'd theſe laſt ſhould be tranſ- 
ported to Ximabars, with their Families. They call'd the one 
Foachim Mineſuyedai, his Wife Mary, and his Mother-in-Law 
Pitz, the other Gaſpar Nagaiſoſan and his Wife Iſabella. 3 
After ſeveral | Efforts. to ſhake their Conſtancy, they led 
them by the Tono's Orders, thro? the Town to a publick Place, 
and tying them to Stakes, branded them on the Forehead, 
with the Siga of the Croſs. All Five endur'd this Torment 
with inviacible Patience, and never moy'd their Heads, the 
good old Mother only excepted, who being blind, and not 
well aware of their Deſigns, ſhrunk a little at the firſt Smart, 
but immediatly recover'd her ſelf, and bore it out with mar- 
rellous Conſtancy. They continu'd bound all the reſt of the 
nas and the inſolent Mob playing upon them the whole 
ime. 
Next Morning again, they ſtripp'd them halgnaked, and 
bound them to great Stakes, in the open Place. In 
this Manner they ſtood for two Days, expos'd to the Injuries 


i Winds and Weather in the very Heart of Winter. 5 
* 


manded the ſume to be repeated over again at Cuche, amongſt 
| their Friends and Relations. The Women were tranſported 
| by Sea, and the Men travel'd over Land on Horſe-back, with 
long Streamers of Paper on the Back of their Heads. The 
Chriſtians as they paſs'd ſeeing them ſo ſtrangely disfigur d, fel 
on their Knees to recommend themſelves to their Prayer. 
Being arriv'd at Cuchinoxu, they expos d them as before, in 
a publick Place. So foon as they were bound, a Young May 
of twenty fix Years of Age, calld© Lewis Xinſaburo, Son to the 
great Matthias, who ſuffer d in 1624, forcing his Way thre the 
Crcuds, fell down on the Ground, and devoutly kiſs'd the Saint; 
- "Beet. The Executioners mad to ſee him uſe ſuch Liberty, fell 
upon him and beat him till the Blood guſh'd out at his Eyes, 
Noſe, and Mouth: But this was not all neither, for vex'd that 
he made no Complaint, they cut off a Finger of his right Hand, 
and in Concluſion bound him amongſt. the Reſt, with whom he 
had the Honour to ſuffer Torments, and ſhed his Blood for fe- 

ſus Chriſt, as we ſhall ſee in the proper Place. ' lab 
Theſe valiant Champions having honour'd our Religion in theſe 
two Populous Cities, they diſpers'd them into ſeveral Provinces 
for a Terrour to the Reſt of the Faithful. It's uncertain hom 
many of them ſuffer'd the ſame Torments, ſome were burnt with 
Fire-Brands and Torches, others had their Legs broken, others a 
Finger cut off, and others had their Heads cruſh'd betwixt hard 
Beams. Twenty ſeven Women ſuffer'd ' theſe Torments with ſo 
much Patience, that the very Executioners were tir'd with 
torturing: them. WE 498.) 0710, SOT 
Having led theſe glorious Saints thro? ſeveral Provinces, and 
picked up new ones by the Way, till the Number en- 
creas'd to eighteen, they conducted them all to Fmi and there 
bound them to Pilla”s for a Terrour to the Reſt.” Thomas Vigor, 
Cornec, and Thomas Fiagemon had their Thumbs cut off. The 
Wife alſo of this laſt calld Agatha, as ſhewing Conftancy above 
the Reſt, had three Fingers cut off on the ſame Hand, and was 
branded on the Forehead with the ſign of the Crofs. Moſt 

of the Faithful in thoſe Parts terrify'd with theſe diſmal 8 

Racles, ſarrendred at Diſcretion, and the Reſt to the Nu 

| of 150, fied into other Countries. 
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They tranſported them from Fimi to Coga. The Judges there 


order'd Magdalen Wife to Thomas Fioyemon, to be fer at Liber- 
ty, but ſhe poſitively refus'd it : return» Home (ſaid ſhe) and my 
| Husband in Cuſtedy ? No, I'll follow him dead or alive, 7 
Worn 
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ſworn a much, and I keep my Word, With that they Thut her 
up in a Houſe, and ſet Guards over her. It's not to be ex- 
preſs'd how this cruel Separation afflicted her, ſhe pray'd them 
more than once, with Tears in her Eyes, to let her go, but 
they were deaf to all Requeſts of this Nature. At laſt hearing 
the Martyrs were upon the Point of imbarking for Cog, ſhe 
ſtole out by a private Way and poſted after them, but rhe 
Guards who had Notice of the Flight, purſu'd and brought 
her back again to her Lodgings, a Torment above all the had 
ſuffer d'betbye_ 155776 tt 0 169579 » ASH Kun GE 
The ſeventeen Servants of God being arriv'd at Cega, they 
bound them naked to Stakes as before in open View of the 
people, and branded ten of them with the ſacred Characters 
on the Forehead and Cheeks. Then they cut off a Finger of 
each of them, and this was done too after a moſt barbarous - 
Manner with red hot Cizars, by Piece-meal, and at ſundry _ 
Times. The Confeſſors of Jeſus Chriſt, fuffer'd the Torment with- 
out any Complaint, and particularly the invincible young Alex. 
They cut off five Fingers one after another in the Manner 
aforeſaid, and yet in all that while he neyer once fetch'd a Sigh, 
or expreſs'd the leaſt Sign of Weakneſs. | 
The Chriſtians of Coga frighten'd with theſe cruel Tortures, 
fell into a general Conſternation : Some left the Country, others 
ſunk under the Fear, and wrote their Names in a Book with this 
Title: The Names of thoſe that have renounc'd the Faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt. - Some alſo they compell'd to it by Violence, and 
others again ſtood firm and ' conſtant, amongſt the Reſt, 
John Araqui Cauzichi a young Man of thirty four Years 
of Age, who diſtinguiſh'd himſelf on this Occaſion. They took 
his Hand by Force, and he boldly proteſted againſt it, declaring 
he would rather die than be guilty of ſuch a Crime. The Pre- 
ſident believing that Fire and Sword would foon force him to 
ckange his Reſolution, commanded the Soldiers to cut off his 
, Fingers with red hot Cizars. John immediatly ſtretch'd out his 
it Hand, and the Executioners would certainly have executed the 
N 
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Orders if Daiquan, the Tono's Lieutenant had not interpos'd, in 
Hopes of effecting the Buſineſs by other Means. 

Going then into a neighbouring Houſe, after ſeveral fair Di- 
courſes to no Effect, he ordered his Men to guide his Hand, and 
force him to ſign his Name. The Servants did as they were 
. order'd, bat John by one Trick or other, getting looſe, gave- 
J one of them a Box on the Ear, which ſo incens'd them, that 
a they beat him till he was half Dead. After this hard Uſage, 

| Kk K they 


a 

* — 
— — _ = 

1 ͤ——— — 


434 The Hiſtory of the Churchof JAPAN. 
they put his Finger into the Ink, in Order to make him fet 
ſome Mark at leaſt, but as Provideace would have it, he pot 
hold of the Paper, with the other Hand and tore it all to 
Pieces. 957 4, 141 | 75 Ny 

The Company mad at this pretended Affront, after another 
heavy Beating, bound him naked to a Stake, tore the Fleſhoff 
his Fingers with hot Pincers, then burnt his firſt Finger, Face, 
and Sides for a whole Hour together : Moreover, to. disfigure 
him the more, they threw Water in his Face, and flea'd off the 
Skin with Bull-Ruſhes. John endur'd this Torment with ſo great 
Conſtancy, that he may deſerve to be rank'd amongſt the ſeven- 
teen Martyrs who were committed to the Priſons of Ximabara, 
where we ſhall leave them for a Time, till we take View of 
Taracu. | v0 

Great cru · Bugendono having order'd the Goyernours to force the Chri- 

elries in- ſtians of Arima to deny the Faith, they began at Sucorie about 

figed on à League and half of with one Thomas Saun, Collector of 

pm the Finances, an ancient Man of ſixty eight Years of Ape, 
and his Son John Tempey, both ſtrong Supports of Religion, 
and the Society. | 

Fohn happen'd to be at Ximabara, about the Tono's Con- 
cerns, when the Perſecution brake out. Tabioye, one of the 
Governours and his intimate Friend, conjur'd bim by all that 
was dear to ſign his Name, and preſented him with a Pen. 
John much offended with this miſtaken Kindneſs, threw down 
the Pen, proteſting he word rather die, than commit ſuch Im- 
piety, and begg'd he wou'd ſpeak no more of that Matter. 
As there is no true Friendſhip, but what's grounded on Piety, 
the Governour for Fear of incurring the Tozo's Diſpleaſure, 
told him, he muſt take Care what he did, for unleſs he took 
other Methods, ? he muſt be forc'd to make him feel the Strength 
of his Hand. 

The Cavalier went ſtreight to his Father, to acquaint him 
with the Proceedings. Then confeſſing himſelf to Father 

l Cauros, who lay hid in his Houſe, he prepared for the Com- 
dl bat. The good old Man, who before ſeem'd wavering and 
| timorous, received the News with ſo much Joy, that all were 
ſurpris'd at it, ſaying, it was not Thomas, but another Man. 
In Effect, it was purely divine Grace that wrought this won- 
derful Change, as he himſelf took Notice of it to Father 
Cauros. I can't tell (ſaid he) what Change God hath wrought on 
me, but ſo it is, for in earneſt I can hardly know my ſelf: Aſſiſt 
me to thank his divine Majeſty, and ſpend devoutly the reſt of 75 

Life 
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Life. Theſe Servants of God, paſs'd three Days in preparing 
themſelves, and animating the , other. Chriſtians to Martyr- 

dom. 

In the mean while, Bugendono being inform'd, that John re- 
fus'd to ſign a Renunciation of his Faith, and troubled at the 
Game Time, to part with fo faithful a Servant, ſent three Gen- 
tlemen to argue the Caſe with him, but to no manner of 
Purpoſe. Upon this, the Tyrant Order'd that he, and his Fa- 
ther, as alſo ſeveral. other Chriſtians, ſnou'd appear before the 
Governours, which they did, and the Court ſhake ſo forcibly, 
of the Torments they were to ſuffer, that ſeveral of them loſt 
Courage, and quitted the Field. Others however, ſtood firm 
and conſtant, amongſt the reſt, Thomas  Soxin, Grace his Wife, 
John Tempey their Son, - Bartholomew Baba Sanuyemen, Clare his 
Wife, and their four Children, Leo Nacaiama, Paul Ouinxo, 
and John defioye his Son, John Fe Denis Saiqui, Fenca Ouiz8, 
and Lewis his Sons, Damien Ichiata, and Michael Ichizo, Bro- 
ther to Denis, and Couſins to Lucy, Damier's Wife. 

The Governour finding Entreaties took no Effect, comman- 
ded the Soldiers to lay old Thomas on two Iron Bars, over hot 
Coals. Two Men held his Feet, and two his Hands, not for 
Fear of his running away, but to turn him from Side to Side, 
like another St. Laurence, In a Word, they roſted him from. 
Head to Foot, and yet what's ſtupendious, old as he was, he 
endur'd the Torment with invincible Patience. The Judges in 
Hopes of working upon the Son, by the Father's Torments, 
— 4 him be preſent there the whole Time, but by divine 
Providence, this terrible Spectacle in Place of blunting, help'd 
rather to ſet a new Edge on his Zeal, inſomuch, that he 
long'd to be laid by his Father's Side. The Tyrant in part 
granted his Requeſt, for taking off the Father, they put the 
Son in his Place. What Grief to the Parent! What Satisfaction 
to the Son! What Faith, Love, and Patience in both! 

They us'd the Son like the Father, and turn'd him from 
Side to Side: The Fire was ſo quick, and ſharp, that one 
might ſee his Bones thro? his Skin, This Chriſtian Hero, af- 
ter the Example of his divine Maſter, inftead of complaining, 
and murmuring againſt bis Perfecutors, bleſs'd God in his Tor- 
ments, and endur'd the Pain with moſt heroical Patience. So 
ſoon as they took them off the Gridirons, there came out of 
their Mouths, betwixt a black and reddiſh ſort of Smoak, 28 
if they breathed nothing but Fire, and Flames. 
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The Barbarians, nothing mov'd with this inhuman” Cruelty 
commanded the Executioners- to tye them to Stakes, and cut 
off their Ears, which they did, and what's moſt terrible, they 
cut off John's ſo near the Bone, that the very Cheek in part, 
came off at the fame Time. Then they burnt the Word Chri. 
ſtian in their Faces, inſomuch, that they had not now the very 
Figure of a Man. They left them for a whole Day in this 
Manner, and nothing, to heal their Wounds. - Kg | 

After theſe horrible Cruelties, the Governours ask'd the 
Chriſtians, if they were ready to undergo the ſame Torment > 
With that Bartholomew roſe up, and went towards the Fire, 
which ſo incens'd Mondo, that he beat him, till he fell half 
dead on the Ground, and ſo left him all that Day exposd, 
to the Inſolency of the Mob. Then he took Lucy and cl, 
to his Chamber, and try'd a thouſand Ways to Seam: 
them ; but finding that he only. loſt his Time upon them, he 
tormented them, after ſo brutiſh a Manner, that Pm aſham'd 
to Name it, and then committed them to Priſon, where they 
5g all that Night in Prayer, and Exhortations to Mattyr- 

om. | get. 

Next Morning they took the Parents out of Priſon, to be 
Spectators of their Children's Sufferings, they began then with 
Bartholomew's Daughters. One of theſe was call'd Reyne, a young 
Creature of twelve Years of Age, but endued with all the Qua- 
lities, that cou'd be wiſt'd for in a young Lady. The Ja: 
requiring of her to leave the Chriſtian Religion, ſhe anfwerd 
(as did her Siſter alſo) that they wou'd both die, for Jeſus 
Chriſt. Upon this, they ty'd her by the Heels to a Beam, and 
ſcorch'd all her Body with a Torch, and yet by ſtapendious 
Miracle, ſhe never once open'd her Mouth the whole Time, 
but hung as patiently, as if ſhe had been inſenſible of Pain. 
The Truth is (as ſhe confeſs'd afterwards) ſhe never felt the 
Fire, only now and then, the ſmoak got up her Noſe, and that 
was all her Trouble. : 

In the mean Time, the Governour being inform'd, that old 
Thomas was dying of his Wounds in Priſon, commanded the 
Soldiers to cut off Four Fingers from the ſame Hand, and then 
drown him in the Sea. Upon theſe Orders, two Ships were 
got ready, and Thomas, his Wife, John Tempey and two other 
Chriſtians, were put on Board, to ſee what they were to ex- 
pet by Thomas's Fate, if they perſiſted in their Reſolu- 
tions. 1 
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So ſoon” as they were off at Sea, the Soldiers, cut of the 

lod Man's Fingers, plung'd him four Several Times into the 

Water betwixt the Ships, and in Concluſion ſunk him to the 

Bottom with a Stone about his Neck, where he happily finaiſh'd 

his Martyrdom, verifying in himſelf, thoſe Words of the ſa- 

cred Text: Lord, we paſs'd thro Fire, and Water, and thou bait 
brought. us into à Place of Refreſiment, His Martyrdom hap- 

pen'd, in the Year 18277. 

John Tempey, believing they wou'd treat him after the ſame 
Manner, put on a chearful Countenance, but God was pleas'd e 70r- 
to reſerve him for harder Combats. The Tone ſeeing him in 1,4 wn 
a Wound from Head to Foot, and his Mather and three the Cbri- 
other Chriſtians, much after the ſame Way, reſolved. to tran- /tians of 
ſport them to Aria, by Way of Terrour to the Faithful, in Aria 44 
thoſe Parts. They mounted them on Horſeback, with Paper —_ 
Hats, and long Streamers, with theſe Words in Front, Chriſtian 
Theives, But John Tempey, was ſo ſcorch'd and burnt, that they 
were forc'd to carry him in a Coffin of Ruſhes, on Mens 
Shoulders. « . IO on, - 

Being arriv'd at Aria, they prepared four Sorts of Croſſes, 
with Arms at Top and Bottom, and faſten'd the four Martyrs 
on them, by the Hands and Feet. As for John, he was ſo 
weak, that they durſt not venture upon him, for fear of kil- 
ling him outright. Having hung for ſome Time in this Man- 
ner, they took Lewis, and Leo Nacaiama Socam, and cut off 
two Fingers of each Hand : As for Bartholomew Sanyernon, and 
Grace Wife to Thomas Soxin the Martyr, who was well ſtruck 
in Years, they burnt their Bodies with , Torches, and the 
Saints endur'd the Torment, with wonderful Patience. 

Barbarous Mondo, ſo ſoon as the Scene was over, ſummon'd 
all the Inhabitants of Aria, to retura to the Worſhip of the 
Gods, on Pain of being treated after the ſame Manner. Se- 
veral quitted the Country upon it, others publickly abjur'd 
the Faith, and others to the Number of fifty, ſtood their 
Ground, proteſting they wou'd rather die a thouſand Deaths, 
than betray their Conſcience. Ede 

There was a Gentleman in Town, calld Paul Furuye, a 
Perſon conſiderable for his Subſtance and Piety, when they 
took in the Names of the Chriſtians, his Son Lewis prevaiFd 
with the Officers, to go by his Father, and this on Per- 
ſwaſion, that being old and infirm, he wou'd fink under. the 
Torments. The good old Man, hearing what had paſt, was 


extremely afflicted, inſomuch, that he cou'd neither = nor 
drink, 
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3 till they aſſur'd him, the Neiaque had taken in his 

ame. + Yan | 2 
Next Day Mondo ſent for the Father, and Son, to give 


Account of themſelves, and finding them both conſtant, and 1 
| ſteady, ia the Faith, order'd his Men to beat the Father, T 
as alſo to tye him naked to a Stake, and burn his Body me 
with Torches. The holy Man, endur'd the Torment with he- oc 
roical Conſtancy, but betwixt, the Fire, and beating, he fell pe 
violently ill, and died within a few. Days after. | 
Lewis was treated in the ſame Kind, in the Middle of the 9 
Torture, he rais'd his Voice, and ſung aloud : Benedictus Dominus - 
Deus Iſrael. Afterwards they tied him to a Stake, and im- e 
mediatly he began as before; Gloria Patri, & Filio, & Spiritai F 
Sancto. The Idolaters enrag'd, to hear him inſult over them 7 
at this rate, clapp'd lighted Torches to him, and ſcorch'd 7 
all his Body and Face, but this did not hinder him neither, 7 
from ſinging the Praiſes of God. With that they ſeiz'd on S 
Suſanna his Wife, to ſee whether Love at leaſt, wou'd work ” 
him into a better Humour, for they gave it for granted, that 0 
if ſhe comply'd, her Husband wou'd follow in Courſe. | 
The Gentlewoman frankly .confeſs'd her ſelf a Chriſtian, s 
and proteſted, ſhe was ready to ſign the ſame with her Blood. 
Upon this generous Profeſſion of her Faith, they beat her 
grievouſly, and. threw her little Child into the Fire before 5 
her Eyes, to try if the piteous Mourning and Cries of her | 
own Fleſh, wou'd ſoften her Heart, but by miraculous Pro- 
vidence, both of them appear'd as *twere inſenſible, inſomuch, f 
that they were forc'd to take the Child out of the Flames, x 
and commit them both to Priſon. | f 
The Governour not able to ſhake the Conſtancy of theſe : 
Chriſtians, reſolv'd to renew the Attack upon the Reſt. One : 
of the Preſidents, taking John Feiſacu by the Hand, told him. } 
| I my ſelf was once of your Perſwaſion, and afterwards ſubmitted to 
| the Xogune's Pleaſure, and in Prudence, I think you evchr to follow R 
| my Example. ' Don't (reply'd John) boaſt of your Impiety Ton wou'd 
| | have me obey Men before God, but Pl teach 3 to prefer God 
before Men. Jt was Fear of temporal Lofs that frighten'd you 5 
out of your Faith, bit what think you of eternal Terments ? The 
Apoſtate, was ſo out of Countenance at this Check, that he 
immediatly withdrew. 
| The other Governours, laying his Hand by main Force on 
the Book, gave a Shout ſaying, he's fallen, be's fallen, a Phraſe 


| 
| 
| 
| 


common in that Country, when a Chriſtian renounces his Faith. 
| At 
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At the ſame Time John raisd his Voice, proteſting he wou'd © 
live and die a Chrifti«n. With that they fell upon him, and 
heat both him, and his Wife, till they fell to the Ground. 
This was not all neither, for having ſtripp'd them naked, they 
made them walk round the Court, with five Men on either 
— 1 burning their Bodies with lighted Torches as they 
aſs'd. | | 

The Barbarians finding this took no Effect, tortur'd the 
Child in their Preſence, which drew Tears from their Eyes, 
but wen the Grace of God, they ſtill remain'd conſtant to 
the laſt. 


They treated Gaſpar Guichiſuque, and Lucy his Wife, much Some me- 
after the ſame Way, but their Son Peter fair'd yet worſe. !9746le 
They hung him naked on a Tree, and burnt him with flaming f cl. 


Torches. Who wou'd not wonder to ſee a Child endure ſuch je; 


Torments ! What's more, they heated a leaden Veſſel, and put 
it hot into his Hands, ſaying if he let it fall, they wou'd take 
it for a- Sign that he renounc'd the Faith. Wonderful Provi- 
dence of God ! The Child held it in his Hand, till the Fire 
penetrated the very Bone, to the great Admiration of the 
Heathens. 

Another Prodigy of Vertne, nothing inferiour to the for- 
mer, is this: A Youth of ſixteen Years of Age, calld Andrew, 
being ſteady and conſtant in his Religion, Mondo the Tyrant, 
commanded him to walk. barefoot on hot Coals, the Youth 
cheerfully received the Orders, and ſtood there like a Rock 
for a quarter of an Hour together, inſomuch, that Mondo out 
of Countenance, to ſee himſelf overcome in this Manner, was 
forc'd to drive him out with his Cane. So God is wont to 
confound the Mighty ones, by theſe weak and feeble Inſtru- 
ments. Andrew confeſs'd that he found no Pain, beſides a 
Numneſs in his Feet. 

The ſame Tyrant alſo by another barbarous Invention, made 
two Chriſtians ſtrip themſelves, and kneel down upon hot Coals, 
proteſting, if they mov'd out of the Spot, he wou'd look upon 
them as Apoſtates, and as Men that renounc'd their Faith. 
Theſe innocent People then going into the Fire, of their 
own Accord, knelt there a conſiderable Time, till the Tyrant 
drove them out of his Sight. In Concluſion, he tranſported 
Queunay Suquiemon, Lewis his Son, and John Feiſacu, to Ximabara. 
As for Suſanna, and Mary, Wives to the two laſt, he turn'd 
them over to ſome People in Town, with Orders to keep a 
watchful Eye upon them. | 8 
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The admi- God did not only ſhew his Power, by timorous Vo | 
_ ＋ the ſame was alſo manifeſted, in the Weakneſs and Fake : 
in „M Of old Age, for Inſtance; la the Province of Avia, at a Place te 
of 72Tears Call'd Hagata, livd an old Man of ſeventy two Years of ar 
of Age. Age, call'd Simen Xizayemon;, Being vertuous and Zealous, for | 
extending the Empire of Teſus Chriſt, they frequently choſe an 
him Prefect of the Sodality in thoſe Parts. He had ſeveral Wi 
Children, whom he carefully brought up in the Fear of God. m 
Aondo inform'd of his Lite and Converſation, reſolv'd to of 
make him exemplary, and knowing the Children, were ſo many br 
Counterparts of the Father, he hop'd by gaining him, to make th 
a Conqueſt of them. | We: fc a 
Sending then for Siman, and laying before him the wrong th 
he did, to himſelf and his Family, by leaving the Religion ſs 
of his Anceſtors, in favour.of a poor miſerable Sect of People, Ia 
that came for Japan to ſeck Bread, told him in plain Terms, 
he muſt either return to his Duty, or expect to Feel the Se- n 
verity of the Law, and ſee his Family ruin'd in his Sight. 10 
Simon reply'd, that being now at the Tears of Diſcretion, to 52 
betwixt Good and Bad, he had embrac'd the C hriſtian Religian 4 
upon mature Deliberation, and was reſolv'd to perſevere in it to the ti 
laſt, that being far ſiruck in Tears, he had no Reaſon to value the , 
World, that he wou'd give them Example, and ſhou'd think himſelf "th 
the happieſt of Parents, to ſee his Children die for the hl hi 
Faith, ' ' | ; jo ' 
Mondo foam'd with Anger, and without Regard to his Ape, 2 
order'd him either to ſign immediatly an Act of Abjuration, 0 
or throw himſelf naked on burning Coals, in the Place where * 
he ſtood. The good old Man, in Obedience to the Gover- * 
nour's Orders, ſtripp'd himſelf, and lying down 6pon the Coals, 
turn'd from Side to Side at their Pleaſure, inſomuch that the a0 
Tyrant was forc'd to withdraw, and leave him Maſter of N 
the Field. « g * 
Mondo to be reveng'd on him, ſeiz'd on the Children, and 12 
tormented them all Ways imaginable, but without any Effect. 4 
The Parent was overjay'd, to ſee them return Victorious 3 
from the Com bat, ſaying, he died with Satisfaction, to ſer his 1 
Family fo faithful to Gd. Then he exhorted them to put their Fe 
Truſt aud Confidence in God, and undervalue the Threats P 
of Men. Laſtly, having animated them to Conſtancy, he 
diſpos'd himſelf for his End, and departed on the twenty th 


Third of February, ten Days after his Torments. Thus died m 
S199 Jg Hhemo, a great Support of Religion in thoſe Parts, 
| ſhew- 


— 
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ſhewing in theſe latter Ages, the force of weak Nature when 
aſſiſted by divine Grace, as allo what Age can do, when anima- 
ted by divine Faith, and Infirmity of Body, when enflam'd with 


ardent Charity. _ | 
After this cruel and bloody Perſecution againſt the Chriſti- 


ans of Aria, the Governours return'd to Ximabara. ''There © 


were then in thoſe Priſons 37, and amongſt the Reſt, the fa- 
mous Paul Vc hibori Sacuyemorr, above mention'd:' He was one 
of the principal and moſt ſubſtantial Gentlemen in Town, 
brought up from his tender Years in the Fear of God, under 
the Direction of the Fathers of the Society. He confeſs'd and 
communicated frequently, faſted all Fridays and Saturdays thro? 
the Year 3 Fridays,” in Memory of our Saviour's Paſſivn, and Sa- 
rurdays in honour of our Bleſſed Lady, whom he was particu- 
larly devoted to. ene s 4 

In the Year 1624, he was perſecuted at Nang aſaqui, dragg'd 
naked thro* Arima, and afterwards committed to Priſon. Not 
long after, his Friends got him releas'd, and us'd ſeveral Ar- 
guments with him, to bring him over to their Opinion, but 
to no Effæct. He ſpent moſt of his Time in viſiting, comfor- 
ting and encouraging the Faithful to ſuffer. His Houſe was 
a ſure Refuge for all Preachers, and in theſe pious Exerciſes 


the Heathens ſurpris'd and put him in Priſon, together with 


his Wife and Children. Agatha it's true was taken out, and 
turn'd over to her Friends, but not long after, ' ſhe return'd 
again of her own Accord, and going in at the Priſon Gates, 
cry'd out in a Tranſport of Joy: Dear Paul, Agatha is come to 
bear you company, and to crown her Happineſs, wiſhes ſhe may have 
the Honour to die with you too. | | 
On the 21ſt of February, Feroxizo Muraina, by the Tono's Or- 
ders, took out the Priſoners that were condemn'd todie. The 
Names of theſe Saints are as follows. James Xichibioye, and 
Mary his Wife, Vincent Fachirozayemon, and Magdalen his Wite, 


Agatha Wife to Thomas Xingoro, and another Agatha, Wife to 


one Paul, Mary Pix, and Iſabella, Michael Ichizo, and John Fefioye, 
Baltazar, Anthony and Ignatius, Paul's Children. As for Grace, 
and Agatha Paul's Wife, they were left in Priſon, the Reſt chey 
conducted to the Sea Side, to have their Fingers cut off, and 
ſo to Execution. | } 

Each march'd with an Executioner at his Side, dragging 
them along with Cords about their Necks, and Paper Hats 
made Pyramidwiſe, with this Inſcription 
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Fifteen 
iflians 
drown'd in 
the Sea at 
Ximaba- 
Ia, 
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me the: Middle of the Water, they paſs to Hel, to bur wich 


Lucifer. 


7 
h 
The old and virtuous Mary Pix, was ſo ill before they took : 
her ont of Priſon, - that ſhe could hardly ſtand on her Feet. 
But upon the News of their Death, the ardent Deſire of Mar- : 
tyrdom, furniſh'd her with both Feet and Wings to fly to 1 
Execution. : 171 7 
Being arriv'd at the Sea Side, the Soldiers divided them in- t 
to two Squadrons, fifteen on one Side, and twenty on the 
other. They began firſt with Paul's three Children, who ex- 
preſsd on this Occaſion, a Conſtancy not inferiour to the Ma 


chabees themſelves. | 7 1 te 
Anthony the eldeſt Son ſuſtain'd the firſt Shock: The Go- n 
vernour to terrify the Father, ask'd him what Fingers he ſhou'd h 


cut off ? That belongs not to me (reply'd Paul) cut off as many, F 
and which you pleaſe. Then the Tyrant commanded them to h 
cut off three of each Hand, which they did. His Brother Balta- 0 
zar ſeeing him endure the Torment with ſo much Conſtancy, cryd p 
out, O Brother, Pm charm'd with your Courage, how beautiful de 


thoſe Hands appear, for the Name of Jeſus Chriſt! O I long til it - 
come to my Turn, With that he ſtretch'd out his Hand, and i 
the Ex«cutioner cut off each Finger by Piece-meal, and yet he ti 
ſuffer d the Torment without the leaſt Concern. . 8 


The third was little Ignatius, a Child of five Years of Age. „ 
The Executioner approaching with his bloody Knife, the Child d 


preſented his Hand of his own Accord. Then they cut off one in 
Finger and held it to his Noſe : Wonderful Providence of God ! 1 
Ignatius look d at it, and never chang'd Colour, they cut off au- 8 
other, and ſtil} he never complain'd, nor ſhed a Tear, which ti 
ſo amaz'd the Heathens, that moſt of them retir'd with a Hor- 
ror to ſee a little Innocent ſo barbarouſly us'd. p 
Having cut off their Fingers, they put them all on Board, wi 
and ſteer'd off to Sea. Soon after, they bound them with Ropes . 
and plung'd them ſeveral Times into the Sea, in the Heart of G 
Winter. In Concluſion, finding* them ſteady and conſtant in 80 
| the Faith, they ty'd ſtones about their Necks and heav'd them tc 
| over-board. This Torment is more than it appears at firſt ac 
Sight, for as we ſhall ſee preſently, ſeveral who reſiſted valiant- Se 


ly even to Effuſion of Blood, and Mutilation of Members ſo 
| This 


ſunk under this Pain, and abjur'd the Faith. 
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This Tragedy was exhibited in the Preſence of the other 2, " 


Twenty, amongſt whom was Paul Uchiberi, who diſtinguiſh'd _ ' 
himſelf on this Occaſion, ſeeing his Children put to Death in | 
his Sight. The Firſt that dy'd was Anthony ; they dipp'd | 


him four ſeveral Times in the Water : The young Man be- 
ginning to tremble with Cold the firſt Time, check'd himſelf, 
ſaying z What a faint Heart ! To tremble for ſo ſlioht 4 Matter. 
The third Time OY his End approach, he cry'd out; 
Father, let us thank God for his infinite Zfercy ; and immediatly 
they let go their Hold, and he ſunk down to the Bottom. 
Paul ſaw his ſecond Son treated after the ſame Manner, but 
what moſt afflicted both him, and the Reſt of the Priſoners, 
were the barbarous Cruelties exercis'd on little Jonativs. Af- 
ter thrice Ducking him in the Sea, becanſe he wou'd not de- 
ny his Faith, they hung him up at the Yard-Arm, and expos'd 
him to the Cold in Preſence of his Father, and the Reſt, for 
above an Hour together. After all, finding him inflexible in 
his Reſolutions, they ty'd a Stone about his Neck, and heav'd him 
Over-board. Every one admir'd the Childrens Courage, and the 
Parent's Conſtancy. The Chriſtians compar'd him with Abraham, 
and the Mother of the Machabees. | 917.06 © 
The Tyrant, as was ſaid, left Grace, (Wife to Thomas Saxin) 
in Priſon, but finding ſhe ſtood firm and conſtant in her Reſolu- 
tions, he made them cut off her Fingers, and drown her in the 
Sea. It's impoſſible to expreſs with what Joy and Alacrity, ſhe 
went to ſuffer. A moſt incomparable Woman, and one that may 
deſerve all, and more than we can ſay of her. To compriſe all 
e in ſhort, ſhe ſuffer'd Fire, Water, Infamy, Loſs of Fortune, Ho- 
nour, Husband, and Children, beſides languiſhing Months to- 
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4 gether in Priſon, and her Body which was all over 1n a Sore, rot- 
h ting to Pieces. 
* Some Time after the Death of theſe Martyrs, there ap- 
pear'd on the Sea Lights like flaming Torghes, which ſhin'd 
b with marvelous Luſtre, The Chriſtians believ'd theſe Phenome- 
. noms to be ſo many Arguments and Inſtances of the Martyrs 
, Glory ; the Heathens on the Contrary, took them for the 
0 Souls of theſe Perſons, imagining they appear'd, and diſcours'd 
= together in the Air, till they entred into other Bodies: For 
ſ according to the Opinion of theſe Heathens, the Souls at the 
. Separation from their Bodies, enter into Beaſts, Trees, or 
* ſome great Perſons in the World, according to their Merits, 


or Demerits in this Life. 
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Sixteen 


other 


_ Chriſtians 
tormented - a 
and put to gave them their Cloaths, for the Time the others ſuffer'd, t 


De atł. 


The Martyrs (as was faid before) were divided into Squa- 
drons, fifteen in one Ship, and twenty in t'other.. When the 
fifteen were executed, they brought the Reſt on Shoar, and 


ſtood naked, and expos'd to the Cold. Being all clad, the Rx. 
ecutioner burnt in three Parts of their Face, the Word Cheri. 
ſtian, and then cut off their Fingers, of one four, of another 
five, of another ſix, and each of them by repeated Slaſhes, for 
prolonging, their Torment. 


Paul. Uchibori was the firſt that receiv'd theſe honourable Bo- | 


dies; when the Torment was over, he cry'd out, Take Courage, 
Brethren, theſe Torments are nothing. The Fire to me was no more t 
a Pill to a ſick Perſon, with a Branch of Wormmood, and the Steel that 
cut off my Fingers like a Stroak with 4 Reed's Leaf. It's uncertain, 
whether he ſaid this to animate his Fellows, or that God made 
him really inſenſible of the Pain. All ſuffer'd the Torment with 
equal Conſtancy : Laſt of all, came John Tempey, Son to Thomas 
Soxin. Tho” he was ſo diſorder'd with the late Torments, that 
they were forc'd to carry him in a Coffin, this notwithſtan- 
ding, they cut off at this Time four of his Fingers. 
Some Apoſtates touch'd with Compaſſion and- penitent 
for their Fault, went and bound up his Wounds with pa- 
per; not long after, the Ino releas d them, on Conditi- 
on they would not ſtir out of Tacacu. His Drift was to frighten 
the other Chriſtians out of their Faith, by the Sight of theſe 
barbarous Cruelties. Moreover, he commanded his Men to pin a 
white Cloath at each of their Backs, with this Inſcription. Theſe 
Perſons have been treated in this Manner, becauſe they would not re- 
zounce the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. FE HIT? 8 x 
The glorious Martyrs retir'd, all disſigur'd with Blood, and 
tode'd that Night at the Door of a deſert Houſe, in the Sub- 
urbs, where the Chriſtians brought them to eat, and cover'd 
them with Mats by a Fire Side. They ſpent one Part. of the 
Night in Prayer and ſpiritual Diſcourſe: In the mean Time, 
Paul fainting with the Loſs of ſo much Blood, and Hardſhips in 
Priſon, ſaid, His Children appear'd to him, animating him to new Com- 
bats. | 
The ſame happen'd to another of the Priſoners, call'd John 
Aquis, for falling the ſame Night in a Swoon, he lay for an 
Hour together ſpeechleſs, and without Motion. So ſoon as he 
came to himſelf, he ſaid he had been near a pleaſant and char- 
ming Place, above what he could expreſs, but the Inhabitants 


refus'd him Entrance, ſaying, His Hour was not yet come. Thus 
the⸗ 
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the Father of Mercy and the God of all Comfort, eas'd his 
Servants in their Sufferings. Next Morning they ſeparated, 
and march'd partly into the Foreſts, and partly to Cachinozs. 


paul only continu'd in the Place, and the Chriſtians built him 


4 little Cottage, where he liv'd in extreme Poverty and Want. 
This notwithſtanding, he appear'd  infinitly fatisfi'd with his 
daran exhorting the People to a Contempt of this Tran- 
W „ ; 3 
2 he Priſoners did not long enjoy this little Liberty, for Bugen- 
dono inform'd that the Apoſtates by their pious Diſcourſes, and 
Example, return'd to their Duty, reſolv'd to take them off by 
moſt cruel Torments. To this End he iſſud out a Proclamati- 
on, requiring them to return to the Priſons of Ximabara, as they 


did. 


boiling ſulphurous Waters, heated by ſubterraneous Fires. Theſe 
Waters break out ſometimes in wide Openings and Gapings of 


nians the Mouths of Hell, and the Waters Singoe, or Infernal Wa- 
ters. Theſe wide Openings happen only once in Eighteen Vears, 
but then it overflows like a Deluge, with whole Torrents of ſtink- 
ing Waters, mix'd with Sulphur and Brimſtone, inſomuch, that 
one can't look upon them without Horrour. The Waters ſmoak 
and boil as if they ſtood upon a hot Fire, and make fo hideous a 
Noiſe, that we may properly Colin them with the Lakes of 
Brimſtone and Fire mention'd in the Apocalips. For the reſt, the 
Waters are ſo hot, and ſearching, that the leaſt Drop penetrates 
to the Bone. This was the Field of Battel, appointed by Bugen- 
dono, to engage the Chriſtians'in. The Names of theſe Saints, 
were, Paul Uchibori Sacuyemon, Gaſpar Soſan, Mary Joachim's Wife, 
Gaſpar Ginzayemon, Fenca Denis, Lewis Guizo his Son, John Quiſa- 
chi, John Fiſacu, Lewis Linxaburo, Alexius Xoſachi, Thomas Yemone, 
John Caxichi, John Tempey, Joachim Suquedaiu, Bartholomew Fan- 
yemon, and Lewis Suquayemon. The four laſt being all Noa, viz. 
Governours or Intendents of the Country, Bugendono comman- 
ded them to be kept in the Caſtle, till they had made up their 
Accounts. 

Joachim took Leave of his Wife Monica, and Paul of his dear A- 
gat ha, as fearing ſhe might ſink under Torments. They ſpent a Day 
and two Nights in Prayer, and ſet forward, on Sunday Morn- 
ing on Horſeback with the Reſt, ſinging the Praiſes of God. 
Being arriv'd at the Foot of the Mount, they put them in * 

us 


Two Leagues from Nangaſaqui there's a High towering Moun- The Chri- 
tain calbd Unger, and on the Top three or four vaſt Lakes with ne * 
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the Earth, with whole Mountains of Flames, call'd by the Japo- Ungen. 
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fins of Reeds, and carry'd them up on Mens Shoulders. Atthe 
Top of the Hill, there lives a Man that earns his Bread by ſhew. 
ing theſe Gulfs. 5 | 44. 01 8 
The Saints were not the leaſt terrify'd at this frightful A 
pearance, on the contrary, Paul and Mary Gaſpar Soſan's Wik. 
ſung aloud the Pſalm Laudate Dominum omnes Gentes, and ſaid 
ſeveral other Prayers. This done, Paul began a Diſcourſe to the 
Heathens, to prove there was only one God, for whoſe Sake, 
they were golng to lay down their Lives. Then he exhorted 
his Companions to Conſtancy, and falling on his Knees, with his 
Eyes fix d on Heaven, they ſaid altogether the Confireor, and Saints 
Litanies, and ended with the Pſalm, Laudate Dominum omnes Gen- 
tes. 


reciting the Canticle of Simeon, Nunc dimittis Servum tuum Do- 
mine, &c. Being arriv'd at the Mouth of the Gulph, he con- 
fider'd it well, not as the Mouth of Hell, but as the Port and 
Entrance into Paradiſe. The Reſt alſo follow'd him, and bein 
altogether on the Brink of the Precipice, the Soldiers hs 
them with Cords, which were faſten'd to great Beams, for hoi- 
ſting and lowering them, as they thought convenient. 
The firſt that died in this ſulphurous Lake, was Lewis Nina 
buro, The Officers commanding him to caſt himſelf into the Wa- 
ters, the noble Champion inſpir'd like another St. Apollonia, 
threw himſelf in, and conſummated his Martyrdom, calling upon 
Jeſus and Mary, to the laſt Breath, _ p Fs 
Paul upon this, forbid his Compainons to follow him. The 
Heathens reproach'd him with Cowardiſe, to which he anſwer'd, 
That they were not Maſters of their own Lives, that the God of the 
Chriſtians expreſly borbad to kill themſelves, and withall that they ſuf- 
fer'd more in fo doing, than running in Headlong, which in a Moment's 
Time would end their Miſery. With that the Executioners threw 
them in, one by one, and all of them died moſt couragiouſly 
with Jeſus and Mary in their Mouths. | 
The laſt of all, was Paul Uchibori, whom the Idolaters hated 
above the Reſt, in regard he exhorted his Companions to ſuffer. 
To be reveng'd on him, they dipp'd him three ſeveral Times, 
with his Head downward, and every Time he roſe with theſe 
Words in his Mouth, Bleſſed be the holy Sacrament of the Altar. The 
third Time they let go their Hold, and immediatly he breath'd 
ont his pure Soul to God. They took out all the Bodies and 
ſunk them to the Bottom, with Stones about their Necks, for 


Fear the Chriſtians ſhould ſteal away their Relicks. 


John 


preſently after, Paul roſe up, and walk'd cheerfully to the Pit, 
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up their Accounts - As for John he clear'd himſelf to every: 


ones Satisfaction. His Wounds being ſore feſter'd and tending 204 f. 
to a Gangreen, he ſuffer'd extremely, and yet conſtantly bore erben. 


à cheerful Countenance, to the Admiration of the Heathens. 
All his Concern was, becauſe they refus'd to let him ſuffer with 
his Companions in Mount ngen. 6 | 

He pray'd one.of the, Chriftians that came to viſit him, to 


thank Father Cawros Provincial of the Jefuits in his Name, for 


inſpiring him with Reſolution to ſuffer theſe Torments. The 
Night before he died, fajling into a Swoon and the Chriſtians 
believing him expir'd, began the Pſalm, Laudate Dominum omnes 
Gentes. But the Servant o non again to himſelf, joyn'd 
in the Choir, and preſently after yielded up his Soul. He was 
thirty ſeven Years of Age, a Man famous for his Zeal, Piety, 
Conſtancy, and invincible Patience. The Tyrant order'd he ſhould 
he crucified with his Head downward on the high Road to the 
Town; he died four Days after the Martyrs of Unven. | 

The ſame Governour beheaded Quiſuque moqui, Helena his Wife, 


Chriſtians were diſpers'd, and lay hid for Fear of the Perſecuti- 
on, diſpatch'd his Emiſſaries to hunt them out, and bring them 
to Ximabara. Several ſurrendred to his Pleaſure, and others 
again ſtood conſtant and reſolute, amongſt the Reſt, Lewis Fa- 
caxida, Saca, Magdalen his Wife, Paul Facaxida, Miſioie his Son, 
Suſanna and Urſula their Daughters. 

Being arriv'd at Aimabara, they committed them to Priſon, 
and gave them nothing te cat that whole Day. Next Mor- 
ning, they bound Paul and Lewis naked to Croſſes, and gagg'd 
their Months to hinder them from ſpeaking. In the mean Time, 
the Governour calFd for Suſanna, à young Creature, of fixteen 
Years of Age, and preſs'd her earneſtly to renounce the Faith. 
The Lady conſtantly proteſted againſt it, f * wor't (ſaid the 
Judge) Pl cut off your Fingers. Here (reply'd the Virgin) take 
my Hand, and cut off as many as you Pleaſe. With that the Judge 
crew his Sword, and the Lady holding her Hand ſtretch'd out 
in a Poſture to receive the Stroak, he gave her a Box on the Ear, 
ſaying, Your Father hath renounc d Jeſus 7 and do you refuſe to 
follow his Example? My Father (reply'd Suſanna) hath done no ſuch 
Thing, and ſuppoſe he had, I would be aſham'd to follow him. Then 
the Tyrant threaten'd to turn her over to the Servants, and burn 


her by a flow Fire. This however did not daunt her wa 
ea 


a "Y 
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John 7. empey, with three more, were left (as was ſaid }to make? 1 1 


Toung Læ- 


and Agnes an ancient Woman of 75 Years of Age. Bugendono mem for 
thirſting after Blood like a ſavage Beaſt, upon the News that the the Faith. 
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leaſt, inſomuch, that he was forc'd to, give the Matter over, 
And ſend her back to Priſon, to be preſent at her Father's Tor- 
ments, which he hop'd might ſoften her Heart, and work her 
to. a Complyance. | N 
So ſoon as ſhe came to the Priſon, the Governour commanded 
them to kindle a Fire, and brand Lewis, Magdalen, and their Son 
Paul, Father to Suſanna, with theſe Characters, This Man is cha. 
ſtifd in this Manner, for profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion: And on 
Magdalen, This Woman, To make the Impreſſion. deeper, they | 
apply'd the hot Irons a ſecond and third Time. The Japonian 
Letters, as well as the Chineſe, are all Hierogliſicts, which ſigni- 
fy many Things, and by this Means that long Sentence was 
eaſie to be ſer on their Faces. They all ſuffer'd the Torment 
with a generous Conſtancy. The Judge fixing his Eyes on Su- 
ſanna, bid her conſider how ſhe would be able to endure the ſame 
Torment. She anſwer'd, It would be a Favour to treat her after 
the ſame manner, and turning to her Grandfather, ſaid, Thank you 
Sir, for inſpiring me by your Example with ſo much Conſtancy, 
The Tyrant out of Patience to hear her fpeak with ſuch Reſo- 
lution, commanded the Soldiers to lead her to the Caſtle, and 
there dip her in a Pit of Water with her Head formoſt, till ſhe 
yielded to his Pleaſure. The Soldiers punctually executed his 
Orders, and duck'd her four ſeveral Times before ſhe gave any 
Sign of Surrender, at laſt being let down the fifth Time, ſhe 
cry'd to be taken out. The Judge demanding of her, whether ſhe 
wou'd deny the Faith ? The poor -young Creature, betwixt an 
Averſion to abjure her Saviour, and a Fear of the Torment, 
wept bitterly, and made no anſwer at all. With that they took 
her Hand by Force, and made her Sign a Publick Act of Abjura- 
tion, drawn up after their own Method. Ur/ula alſo, a Girl of 
Eleven Years of Age, who was preſent when they tormented 
her Siſter, refuſing to ſet her Hand to it, they compelld her to 
it. by main Force, and then ſent them both Home to their 
Father's Houſe. | 
Another Paul, Father to Peter Laduyo a Novice of the Society, 
who ſuffer'd in the Flames for his Faith, lay hid about this Time 
at Arima, under the Protection of a Principal Man in Town. 
But the Heathens pretending they mult be forc'd ta betray him to 
the Toro unleſs he ſuddainly chang'd his Sentiments, he went of tl 
his own accord to X:mabera, and ſurrender'd himſelf. The Judges kt 
there us'd him very barbarouſly, none were permitted to give G 
him Meat, they tormented him alſo ſeveral other Ways, and in 4 
Concluſion, turn'd him over to his Friends, who us'd boy fair 1 
| Means 
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Means and foul, to work him up to a Complyance, with their 
wicked Deſigns. ,, To, be-ſhort, the Governour fi ading him ſteady," 

and inflexible in his Reſolutions, condemn'd him to the ſame 
Torments with the, Reſt. That Night, one of the Soldiers of 

his Acquaintance, - prepar'd a ſoft Bed for him, in his own Cham- 

her to repoſe in after his ill Uſage that Day, but Paul, excus'd 

himſelf, ſaying, A condemn'd, Perſon ought not to conſult his Eaſe. 

Next Day they branded him on the Face, (as above) cut off 
his Fingers of both Hands; and ſent him to Priſon, where he 
laya whole Month, under a thouſand Hardſhips, which he endu- 
red with invincible Patience. 

The Tyrant Bugendono was content till now, with obliging the,, we Chri 
Men to ſign a Renunciation of their Faith, but this Year theg;,, — 
Women alſo were requir'd to do the ſame, Several with themes tor- 
Fear of Torments, ſurreader'd upon the firſt Summons, andmented for 
theſe, not a few neither preſented themſelves before the judges, .be Faith. 
in a Reſolution to lay down their Lives for Jeſus Chriſt. The 
Tyrant believing nothing ſo much terrify'd the Servants of God, 
as an Attempt upon their Purity and Modeſty expos'd ten of them 
to publick View, but finding it took no Effect, he forc'd them 
by ſtrong Hand to fign an Act of Abjuration, but they loudly pro- 
teſted againſt it, which put him into ſuch a Paſſion, that he beat 
them till they were all bruis'd, and ſo ſent them Home. 

Amongſt theſe ten, one of them was call'd Magdalen, when they 
led her Hand to ſign the Abjuration AR, clapp'd Hold of the 
Book, proteſting ſhe would never obey the Devil's Miniſters. The 
Judges were ſo incens'd at theſe Words, that they both beat her, 
and afterwards committed her to the Priſons of Ximabara, where 
ſhe met with Leonard her Huband, and Lewis Suquiemon her Couſin, 
who exhorted her to die cheerfully for the Faith. On the 21ſt 
of March, being ſummon'd again before the Judges, ſhe anſwer'd as 
before, with generous and Chriſtian Fortitude. They ſtripp'd 
her naked, and :ty'd her to the Door, where ſhe liv'd two Days 
without Meat. In ſhort, they led her to the Sea Side, together 
with another Magdalen, Wife to John Nalſen the Martyr, and 
Agatha Wife to Paul Uchibori, whom they would have preſent a 
the Execution. | > 

Magdalen meeting with her Brother Gaſpar on the Road, 
the Guards by great Providence, took him along with her, 
to be witneſs of what paſs d. Having put off to Sea, they preſs'd 
Caſpar to uſe his Intereſt with his Siſter,. to make her renounce 
the Faith, and ſave her Life. God forbid (reply'd the young Man) 
that I ſhould be guilty of ſuch Impiety, Il rather exhort her te dye 
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| conſtantly for Chriſt. The Heathens were ſore tempted to heave 
him overboard, but as he had not receiv'd Sentence, they durſt 
not proceed any farther. As for his Siſter, they commanded her 
either to renounce Jeſus Chriſt or to leap into the Sea. Jou tem 
me in vain (reply'd the Lady) to forſake my Religion, but however, 1 
will not drown my ſelf neither. 

Then binding her Hands and Feet with Cords, they dippd 
her into the Water, betwixt the Boats, and repeated it three 
ſeveral Times. The holy Woman inſtead of complaining at the 
Severity, began the Pſalm Laudate Dominum omnes Gentet. The 
Executioners believing ſhe wept, renew'd their Inſtances, beggin 

of her to ſurrender and fave her Life, but they ſoon diſcover 
the Miſtake, and ſeeing ſhe ſung for Joy, they let her down the 
fourth Time, and in Concluſion, tied a Stone about her Neck 
and ſuuk her to the Bottom, where ſhe happily accompliſtfd her 
Martyrdom. | | WoL 
After ſhe was drown'd they began with the other Magdaley 
in the ſame Manner. They dipp'd her thrice in the Sea, and 
were going to tye the Stone about her Neck, when beyond all Ex- 
pectation, on a ſuddain ſhe tackd about, promiſing to Surren- 
der at Diſcretion. Here we muſt 2dmire with Humility, the 
ſecret Judgments of God: One Magdalen ſtands conſtant to the 
laſt, and another at the ſame Time turns Apoſtate. What's 
yet more ſurpriſing, this Lady had formerly diſtinguiſh'd her ſelf 
in ſeveral Combats, for the holy Faith, and now upon the Point 
of entering into Heaven, ſhe flung down her Arms and loſt the 
Crown. Theſe lamentableExamples teach us to diffide in our own 
Strength, and live in conſtant Fear and trembling, to ' our very 
Death. r a 
For what remains, as this poor Creature fell out of pure 
Weakneſs, there's Ground to hope, that God, who is a Father 
of Mercy, and does not (as the Apoſtle ſays) forget what we ſuf- 
fer for his Sake, gave her a true and perfect Repentance : For 
from that Time, ſhe. grew difconfolate, and did nothing but 
weep, confeſſing her ſelf a Chriſtian, tho? Fear of Death had 
forc'd her to that unpardonable Infidelity and Apoſtacy. 
There now remaia'd Agatha only, who long'd with a kind of 
Impatience to enter into the Combat, but the Toyo who'deſign'd 
onlyto frighten her with the others Torments, order'd her back to 
the Caſtle, where ſhe took on moſt bitterly, as being fot thought 
worthy to die for Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Having contemplated. the Sufferings of the Women, we muſt 
return again to the Men, whereof ſeveral funk under the Weight 
of the Torments. John Chizaburo Bugendono's Officer, after ſeve- 
ral Conflicts, was turn'd over to one of the Heathens, to be kept 
under a cloſe Guard, but the Gentleman willing to connive at 
his Eſcape, he fled to Fucaie, and fo into one of the Foreſts. Af- 
terwards reflecting with himſelſ that his Patron might be brought 
into Troubles on this Account, he return'd to Aimabara, and ſur- 
rendred himſelf to the Judges. The Toro committed him to 
Priſon with his Wife and-Children in Order to be tormen- 


ted. 

Michael famous for ſo many Combats and Victories, after being, 
thrice duck'd in the Water, baſely ſurrender'd, and his three 
Children did the fame, to the great Affliction of the poor Wife, 
who endur'd the like for ſeven Times together, and afterwards 
had one of her Legs cruſh'd betwixt two Logs of Wood, which 
he alſo ſuffer d with heroical Conſtancy. | 

As for John Chizaburo, he was treated worſe than the Reſt, 
for beſides the Torment of Water and breaking off his Legs, 
they tortur'd him alſo in that Part of his Body, which in com- 
mon Decency I ought not to name, and yet he remain'd firm 
and conſtant to the laſt. - 5 

The Toxo hearing that John and Mary held conſtant to their Jen cbri. 
Reſolutions, order'd they ſhould be thrown into the Waters of _ _ 
Ungen, together with Paul Quoſa, Joachim Suquidaia, Bartholomew boiling 
Fuiemone, Lewis Suquimone, Paul Moguoiemone, Lewis Soca, Mag- wir; of 
dalen his Wife, and Paul Maoſioie his Son. How different are Ungen. 
the Judgments of God, from thoſe of Men ! The Chriſtians much 
ſuſpected the Sincerity of John Chizaburo, partly in Regard of 
his Youth, partly alſo as being Bugendono's Officer, and partly 
becauſe he kept Correſpondence with the Heathens, and had not 
frequented the Sacraments for ſome Time, and yet none of them 
- ſhew'd more Reſolution in his Torments, than this fame 

an. | 

The Servants of God hearing they were condemn'd to die in 
the hot Lakes of Ungen, ſpent all that Night in Prayer: Next 
Day, they conducted them to the Mountain, John and Mary, as 
having their Legs broken, were carried in Coſſins made of Reeds, 
and the Reſt went on Horſeback. - Being come within Sight of 
the Gulfs, they proſtrated on the Ground, to honour the Place 
of their Martyrdom, Paul Maſioie alfo, embracing his Father, 
faid, What Keturn ſhall we make to God for the Honour he does u 
let us die for his holy Name? | 
Mmm a The 
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Mary Wife to Michael the Apoſtate, came next. They dipt 
her in gradually to the Breaſts, and ſo took her out, pouring 
Water on her till ſhe expir'd with the Violence of the 
Pain. 

After her follow'd Magdalen. The Executioners to prolong 


her Torment, did not dip, her like the Reſt, but ſprinkled it over 


her Body with watering Pans, and then cold Water upon it to 
allay the Heat. The Torment (by Report of thoſe that were 
preſent} laſted fix Hours, and in this Manner ſhe dy'd. 

Joachim diſtinguiſh'd himſelf in this Combat, for all the Time 
of the Torment he remain'd immoveable, excepting when they 
themſelves oblig'd him to change his Poſture. The Executioners 
enrag'd to ſee him ſo conſtant, open'd his Sides in ſeveral Places 
with Knives, and pour'd the Waters into the Wounds, but in 
deſpite of all their Efforts, he ſtood firm and immoveable to his 
laſt Breath. 

' After Joachim, follow'd John Chizaburo. The Heathens to ſave 
his Life took him aſide, and malicioufly gave ont cthat he had 
renounc'd the Faith. The Judge immediatly acquainted the Com- 
pany with it, but Joh» who overheard him, proteſting it was all 
a Lye and Calumny. They invited me (ſaid he) to ſit down and 
reſt my felf, I accepted of the Offer, and return'd again to my Com- 
panions. This notwithſtanding, the Judge ſeparated him from 
the Reſt, as one that had renounc'd his Religion. John proteſting 
all the While againſt this Proceeding, declaring aloud, It was all 
Fiftion, but ſuppoſe (ſaid he) I had, which is falſe, I recall it, and 
declare before you all, that Ilive and die a Chriſtian. The Judges 
enrag'd to hear him give them the Lye, order'd the Executioners 
to open his Side with a Knife, and pour boiling Water into the 
Wound, which they did, the Saint praying all the while; Lord Jeſus! 
aſſiſt me with your holy Grace. Being late, and the Soldiers tir'd with 
this inhuman Exerciſe, they ty'd them all in a Knot together, 


and heav'd Water upon them till they dy'd. The Bodies appear'd 


as if they had been flead Alive, and were all thrown into theſe 
Gulphs. Paul Ifioye was 35 Years of Age, Mary 36, Magdalen 64, 
Joachim Co, Lewy Soca 61, Paul Quiſa 74, Lews Surayemone 37, 
John 38, Paul Magoyemone 64, and Bartholomew 53. 
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We'll conclude this Year with the glorious Death of Leonard Tit famous 


Maſſudeduzo. He was born of a conſiderable Family in Aria, 


Combat of 
Leonard 


where moſt of his Relations ſuffer'd for the holy Faith. But two Mafſude- 

Things much tarniſh'd his Reputation in the Sight of the World, duzo in 

the Name of betraying Father John Baptiſt Zola the Martyr, and 3 of 
HK 


Suſpicion. of Theft. This Latter was directly charg'd upon him, 
but upon a fair Hearing they acquitted him, and declar'd him in- 
nocent, as he really was in effect. What's more, Bugerdeno gave 
Orders for his Enlargement, on condition he wou'd renounce his 
Faith, and diſpatch'd Mondo to him with the Offer. Leonard 
oſitively refus'd it, proteſting he wou'd ſuffer all the Torments 
in the World rather than betray his Conſcience. Upon this the 
Tyrant call'd for him, order'd all his Fingers to be broke, and ſo 
ſent him back to Priſon. 5 
Not long after, as he ſtill perſever'd in the ſame Reſolutions, 
he commanded the Executioners to pour Water down his Mouth 
thro' a Tunnel till he was brim full. That done, they extended 
him on the Ground, and preſs'd him till it: guſh'd out with Blood 


at Mouth, Eyes, and Noſe. - 


Then they Rack'd him on a Ladder by the Hands and Feet, 
and what's moſt Horrid, by thoſe Parts too, which in Modeſty 
I bluſh to name. Whilſt he lay in this Torture, he was comfort- 
ed (as he own'd himſelf by moſt harmonious Muſick, and by an 
Apparition of his Wife, ſaying ; Be faithful Leonard, be faith- 
fil. 

The Judge ſeeing him determin'd to ſuffer, order'd him back 
to Priſon, where he continu'd till December following, in a moſt 
rigorous Courſe of Penance, Faiting three Days a Week, livin 
on nothing but Rice, wearing Hair Shirts, and diſciplining his 
Body three Times a Day, with ſo great Severity, that the Wounds 


began to feſter and corrupt; inſomuch, that he was forc'd to 


change his Batteries; and turn upon his Sides. As he was cruel 
to himſelf, ſo he was tender and compaſſionate to the laſt Degree 
of others. He ſwept the Priſon, waited on thoſe that had loſt 
their Fingers, and wou'd willingly have ſuffer'd for them all in his 


own Perſon. | 
In the Month of May they diſpatch'd all the other Priſoners in 


the boiling Waters of . e. Leonard only excepted. This holy 
a 


Maa believing his Sins had depriv'd him of the Glory of Martyr- 
dom, made a Vow to God to ſpend four and twenty Hours in 
Prayer for obtaining this Mercy. And in regard he had ſpent 
ſome little Part of this Time in Meals, he humbly Petition'd his 
Mother and Friends to ſupply on their Part what was wanting for 
the Accompliſhmeat of his Promiſe. Not 


aith. 
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Not long after, fondo us'd ſeveral Contrivances to ſurpriſe him, 
and Leonard on his Part, did all that was poſſible to convert his 
fellow Priſoners. Thro' the Aſſiſtance of God, he baptiz'd one 
Heathen, and reclaim'd two Apoſtates, adviſing them to profeſ 
themſelves Chriſtians before they died, as alſo to declare that they 
accepted of the Torments in Satisfaction for their Sins. More- 
over, he wrote ſeveral Letters to his Brothers, exhorting them 
to Conſtancy and Perſeverance, for God would certainly aſſiſt 
them in their Torments, as himſelf had found by daily Experi- 
ence. To conclude, Heaven was pleas'd to hear his Prayer, for 
the Tyrant beheaded him ſoon after, ang ſet up his Head in a pub- 

* lick Place. He ſuffer'd on the thirteenth of Decemb. 1627. 

[ omit ſeveral great Examples of Chriſtian Fortitude, which 
happen'd in the other Kingdoms of Japan; and this partly becauſe 
they bear a near Reſemblance with the former, and partly be- 
cauſe the Fathers in thoſe Parts, being under perpetual Hazard, 
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of their Lives, had not Time and Opportunity to ſet down Par- 
ticulars, not to mention infinite others, which never cameto their 
Knowledge, In the next Book, we ſhall take Notice of what few 
remarkable Inſtances occur, for the Perſecution grew now more 
| cruel than ever, and in the End, quite aboliſh'd Chriſtian Reli- 
gion in Japan. a 
\ 
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E begin the Year 1628, by the Death of _ , 
ſeveral Chriſtians of Note. A young Ton, p.,jgy, of 
call'd Vieſuqui Dandan, to ingratiate himſelf gualizypur 
with his Maſter, began this Attack. Being % Death 
at Court in the Heat of theſe Troubles, he for 2 
diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to Xurindono, with. Orders to put the * 
Laws in Execution againſt the Chriſtians. The Governour who 
was naturally of a meek Diſpoſition, and averſe to dip his Hands 
in innocent Blood, made a ſhuffle of the Matter, pretending, 
there were no Chriſtians left in his States. However, another 
of the Governours, and profeſs'd Enemy to Religion, ſent private 
Inſtructions at the ſame Time, that Xurindono impos'd upon 
him, and for Inſtance of it appeal'd to a long Liſt, which he 


ſet down in writing, of ſuch as refus'd to conform to the Govern- 
ment. 


Not 
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Not long after, the Toro being return'd from Court, call'q 


for Aurindono to adviſe with him whom he thought moſt defer. 


ving ſuch a Regiment and Place, which he had at that Time to 
diſpoſe of. The Governour without more ado, nam'd Jemon A. 
maguſu, a Perſon who had 'diſtinguiſh'd himſelf in ſeveral Com- 
bats. The Tone changing Colours, reply'd with an ang 
Voice, he was a Chriſtian, and by Conſequence incapable of 
doing him Service; moreover, that Ichibioye his youngeſt Son (as 
he was inform'd) had the Impudence to appear laſt Summer he. 
fore Durindono, and there publickly make Profeſſion 'of his Re. 
ligion, and that Taimon his eldeſt Son was heard to ſay, He woul/ 
ao the ſame before the Xogune himſelf. Very true (reply'd Au- 
rindono) they formerly profeſsd that Faith but of late (If I mi- 
ſtake not) they are recover'd out of that Phrenzy. Then (added 
the Tano) Pll not only give him the Regiment, but many other Prefer- 
ments beſides. _ 

The Governour upon this Promiſe, went ia Company of ſome 
other Noblemen, to perſwade Jemon to accept of the Teno's Prof. 
ter, conjuring him with Tears in their Eyes, to preſerve him- 
ſelf and his Family. Jemon humbly thank'd them for their 
kind Intentions, but at the fame Time declar'd he would not 
leave his Religion for the whole World. 5 

The Tono hearing what had paſs'd commanded Aurindono to 
put Jemon and all his Family to Death, as alſo to cut of 
every Soul that made Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion. 


Then Sir (reply'd the Governour) we muſt kill above three thouſand 


Alen. | | 
The Tano having lately aſſur'd the Xogure, that he had no Chri- 


ſtians in his States, was Thunder-ſtruck at this Report, and or- 
der'd the Governour to execute his Commands immediatly. Au- 
rindono had all the Difficulty imaginable, to take upon him this 
barbarous Commiſſion, and the more, becauſe it ſeem'd ſo un- 
reaſonable, to put to Death Perſons of that Rank, who diſtin- 


guiſh'd themſelves by their civil and modeſt Comportment. Af. 


ter long Reflections with himſelf upon the Matter, he reſoly'd 
to try if it was poſſible, to divert the Prince from theſe Thoughts. 
To this End, he made an Abſtract of the Chriſtians Mo- 
rals, taken out of the Decologue, and drew it up in theſe 
Terms. | 

By the fir ſt Commandment of the Chriſtian N are oblig d 


to ſtudv their enn Salvation. 
The Second is to benaur their Father and Mot her. 


The 


Pry 
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The Third, To homour and ſerve their Maſters with inviolable H- 

elity. as Putt oats b 
5 The res, Ne. OY AO OH OR 

The Fifth, Not to Steal. OT 

The Sixth, Not to abuſe his Neiohbour's Wife, 

The Seventh, Not even to deſire it. | 

The Eighth, Tho they be ſent into'Baniſhment, not to ſtir up the Peo- 
ple, but to be ready to lay down their Lives, for the Prince's Ser- 
ice. Jer £ rake: 

Thus the Heathen, partly from what ke had heard, and partly 
from his own Opinion, expounded our Faith, or probably he in- 
ſerted this laſt, to render the Too more favourable. So ſoon as 
it was finiſh'd} he prefented it to the Tuo, praying him to con- 
ſider, how unreaſonable'it was to put Perſons to Death who made 
Profeſſion to, do good to every one. This is not Sir (ſaid he) for 
any Kindneſs;to Jermon, or the Chriſtians,” but purely for Juſtice 
A. 58 | 15S | 

The Toro, after he had perns'd the Memorial, inſiſted ſtil upon 
his firſt Orders, and this for Fear of rendering himſelf ſuſpected 
to the Xorune. Taiemon, Jemon's eldeſt Son, who lay ſick in Bed, 
roſe immediatly upon the News, ſaying, He was cur d, and went 
ſtreight to his Father, to acquaint him with the Tozo's final Re- 
ſolve: The Family was all amaz'd to ſee a Man who lay at Death's 
Door, ſo ſuddainly on his Feet again, and queſtion'd him about 
his Recovery, the young Man anſwer'd, it was the News of his 
Death that wrought this ſuddain Change, for his Sentence was 
no ſooner nam'd, but the Feaver left him, and he found himſelf 
in perfe& Health. The good old Man gave Thanks to God 
for the Fayour, and order'd Coffins to be made, for their En- 
terment. | | 

On the 11th of January towards Night, two Gentlemen call'd 
Saburais came to viſit them in the Name of the Governour, and 
acquainted them with what Xurindono had done to ſave their 
Lives, but after all, the Toro was bent upon it, and fo they muſt 
hogs to ſuffer the next Morning. Jemon gratefully acknow- 
edg'd the Governour's Kindneſs, and hop'd he would now joy 
them upon this happy News, in Regard the Toro could not do 
them a greater Favour, than to take their Lives oa ſo honou- 
rable an Account. As for Preparation (he added) he needs not be 
Fern any Concern about it, for we are always ready upon a Minutes 

otice, 78 | 
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| Whilſt Jemon was diſeourſing the Officers, in comes his two 
Sons, to whom the Father, At aſt dear Children, my Vows are ac, 
compliſh*d, I was afraid my Sins might rob me of the Crown of Mar- 
tyrdom, but ſince my dear Lord and Redeemer will have me te make him 
a Sacrifice of my Life, his holy Name be glorified. The Children 
were both out of themſelves for Joy, and joyn'd with him in 
Thanks to the divine Majeſty for ſo fignal a_Fayour. 
Preſently. after, {chibzays went Home, to impart the. News to 
Thecla, his Lady. This young Creature, who was not much paſt 
ſeveatecn Years of Age, dreß d ber ſelf in her Robes of Cere- 
mony, and march'd with her Child in her Arms, to viſit her Fa- 
ther-1n-Law, where ſhe met with Dominica Don Taniemar's Lady, 
aud both together gave Thanks to God for the Honour deſigud 
eie i! wn df of anon? wo! 
Being now all aſſembled in Jeman's Apartment, the two. Offi 
cers return'd\with a Meſſage from the Governouyr by the Tones 
Orders, to ſurrender their Arms, which they did with great 
Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, to the Amazement of the Heathens, 
who admir'd to ſee young, Men in the, Flower of their Age con- 
temn a plentiful, Fortune, and other worldly Advantages, for 
pure Conſcience ſake. Jaa Ab 
The good old Jemon foreſeeing his Servants would he, involy'd 
in the common Calamity, would gladly have recompens'd, and 
diſmiſs'd them before the Storm came on: But they one and all 
oppos'd it, and the Son's "Servants did the ſame. Amongſt the 
Reſt, there was a Page of Twelve Years of Age, who deſird 
Leave to viſit his Father, not with any Thought of ſaving him- 
ſelf, for notwithſtanding all the Motives and Reaſons his Parents 
ſuggeſted to ſpare his Life, he proteſted He wou'd net for the World 
ſlip fo fair an Occaſion of ſhewing his Fidelity to God, and Gratitude to 
ſuch a Maſter, and ſoreturn'd to the Martyrs. ., . 
Next Day the Subarais going to Jemon's Houſe, he acquainted 
them with his Servants Reſolution, praying them to let the Toro 
. know they all profeſs d and believ'd in the Chriſtian Religion. 
The Officer anſwer'd, that in caſe they came along with, him 
next Morning, he wou'd give them full Satisfaction, which much 
rejoic'd theſe devout Perſons. In that mean Time alſo, in comes 
one 7;mothy Vbaſama Icribioye, who had laid for above a Year in 
Concealment under Jemon's Roof, praying he and his Wife might 
ſuffer with Jemon's Family, as being of the ſame Religion, and 
the Saburais in an angry and ſurly Tone, anſwer'd, that ſince they 
were weary of their Lives, thcir Petition ſhould be granted the 
next Day. Ac: 
C* 


my oO wa, — 


>. 


ads lang ww .VivÞ&4& 


al a. a6 r Hedd _89PÞaaSs 


The Hiſtory of the Church of J APAN.. 459 
According to the | Cuſtom of Japan when u Perſon is con- 
demn'd to die, they appoint certain Officers call'& Onevxs;, to a 
ſiſt at the Execution, in order to inform the Governòur with the 
whole Tranſaction. Theſe Chriſtians being under no Confines, 
ment, the Quenxas went to the Houſe to take out the Priſoners, 
and their Orders were to begin with old Jemen in the firſt Place. 
They arriv'd- there two Hours before Day; and found the Ser- 
vants of God with Cords about their Necks, and their Hands 
bound behind their Backs, lixe ſo many Innocents ready pre- 
par'd for the Sacriſice. Iemon ohly was at Liberty, and went down 
to entertain the Querxas. | | | 

So ſoon as the Complement was over, they bound this no- 
ble Captain like the Reſt; having in the Night-time fix'd a 
picture of the Bleſſed Virgin to the End of a Pike, by Way of the 
Royal Standard, they all fell on their Knees, aid humbly recom- 
mended themſelves to her Protection in this laſt Combat. This 
done, Jemon roſe and made a Sign to the Page to take up the 
Standard, and another at the ſame Time carry'd a hallow'd Can- 
dle on the Top of, a long Reed. | 3. 27 

The Order of their March was as follows. Firſt two Pages 
and a Servant behind them; then Lacy Wife to Timothy Feribioye, 
after her again went Dominica, Taiemon's Wife, and Thecla Wife 
to Ichibioye, with her little Daughter in her Arms. Then Mary 
Ito Dominica's Chambermaid, with her Miſtreſs's Daughter, and 
Choba Marina one of Jemon's Servants. At a little Diſtance of 
follow'd Femor's two Sons, Tayemon, and Jchibioye, next to them, 
one Matthias Ficoſuque, Peter Fafroye, and his two Servants. Then 
John Geyabjoye, an old Man of fourſcore Years of Age, who be- 
ing turn'd off by his own Children, was harbour'd by Jemon, and 
adopted into the Family; and laſt of all, old Jemon himſelf. The 
Men were all bound, wearing Beads about their Necks, and the 
Women carry'd them in their Hands. 

The Streets were lin'd on both Sides with People, who flock'd 
from all Parts to ſee this diſmal Spectacle. Being come over- 
againſt the Place, where Paul Nixifori Xiquibu liv'd (who lay un- 
der the fame Sentence) Jemon ſent him Word he was on his 
March to the Combat, and defir'd him to be in a Readineſs to 
follow. Moſt willingly (reply'd Paul) I long impatiently for the 
Hour, come when it will, it's ſure to be later than I deſire. | 

There lodg'd at that Time in his Houſe a ſubſtantial Tradeſ- 
man, calld Joachim Saburobeoie, who was baptis d only thirteen 
Months before. This devout Man reſiding there, on the Hopes 
of ſuffering with his Friend and Benefactor Aiquibu, was fo 
Nan 2 charm'd 
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charm'd with the excellent Order of this Proceſſion, that he cou d 
not hold from joining Company with them, and by that Means 
happily accompliſh'd his Deſires by a glorious Crown ot Martyr. 
dom. | e * 

It was fair Day- light before they reach'd the Place of Executi- 
on, which ftood at ſome little Diſtance from the Town. The 
Saints fell on their Knees before our Lady's Picture, and pray d 
for a conſiderable Time. That done, the Executioners behead- 
ed the Women, then the Men, and laſt of all old Jemon, who ex- 
horted the Reſt to die couragiouſſy for Jeſus Chriſt. Of Twenty 
that were on their Knees to ſuffer at this Time, the Officers or- 
der'd five of them Home, which ſtruck them with as deep a 
Concern, as a dead Warrant does Perſons condemn'd for their 
Crimes. Turning then to the Judge, with Tears in their Eyes, they 
ery'd out, We are Chriſtians as well as the Reſt, why won't you put us to 
Death ? You condemn'd us the laft Night, and promis d to. execute us 
this Morning, on Condition we came bound to the Field. 

The two Pages were of this Number, and ſtood conſtantly to 
their Poſt, till the Soldiers drove them by maia Force, out 4 the 
Encloſure, without Regard to their Tears and Complaints, for 
being not thought worthy to ſuffer with their Maſters : The o- 
ther three were Jemon's Servants. 

The Martyrs Bodies were put into Coffins, as. Jemos had or- 
der'd, and not cut to Pieces, like other Criminals. 

The ſame Day, they put to Death another Troop of Chriſti- 
/ ans, and amongſt the Reſt, a Girl of a Year old, and a Boy of 
Five. 

On the ſame Day alſo, they pat to Death Simon Tacafaxi Xu- 
bacemon, who never ceas'd preaching the Goſpel to his laſt Breath. 
He had a Daughter of thirteen Years of Age, who was taken from 
him in Order to be brought up in the Worſhip of the Camis and 
Fotoques, but the Child making her Eſcape, went ſtreight to her 
Father on the Place of Execution, and ſuffer'd moſt couragiouſly 
by his Side. 

"A fourth executed on the ſame Day, was Paul Nixifori Xiquibu, 
a Man famous for his Birth, and exemplary Piety, which merited 
the Office ot Prefect of our Lady's Sodality. Hearing that Jer- 
mon was condemn'd to fuffer, he ſeat his Arms of his own Accord, 
to Xurindono the Governour, who much commended the Action, 
exhorting him to die couragiouſly, as became a Perſon of his 
Quality and Religion. Paul was infinitly tranſported at the News, 
and ſent to thank the Governour for his good Advice. 10 

er 
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After Midnight one came to his Lodging, and preſented him 
with a Glaſs of precious Liquor, much admir'd in Japan, begging 
he wou'd accept of this Offering before he ſuffer'd, as a Mark of 
his fincere Aﬀection and Eſteem for his Perſon; theg added, he 
muſt be there again before Sun-riſe, and take off his Head by the 
Governour's Orders. Paul receiv'd both the News and the Pre- 
ſent with ſenſible Joy, bleſſing and admiring the tender Provi- 
dence of God, to let him ſuffer for his holy Name. Soon after he 
compos'd himſelf to Reſt, and ſlept veryquietly till Jemen s Servaut 
came to invite him to ſuffer with his Maſter. Magdalen wou'd 
oladly have accompany'd him, and preſs'd ſo earneſtly for it, that 
they were forc'd to hold her. 

The Lady was much afflited, and complain'd heavily of the 
Tono's Injuſtice, for making Diſt inction of Perſons whers the Cauſe 
was COMMON. ee | 

One of the Officers perceiving her in Tears, promis'd he wou'd 
acquaint the Toro with the Occaſion of her Trouble, adding, it 
cou'd not be expected he wou'd let her ſuffer in Publick, in regard 
he had given his Word for it to her Father, but withall, he wou'd 
come himſelf that Night and behead her in her own Chamber. In 
Confidence of this Promiſe, ſhe clear'd up, and began to breath a 
new Life. Paul overheard the whole Diſcourſe, but took no Notice 
of it; however it was eaſie to gueſs at his Trouble, and Comfort 
at his Wife's Conftancy, by the Tears that trickled down his 
Cheeks. * nt | 

Preſently after, Paul march'd out to Execution with ſuch Joy, 
and Preſence of Mind, that the Heathens were in Admiration 
at him. We -have no farther Particulars, ſave only; that the 
Executioners ſtruck off his Head at the firſt Blow. 

The Tragedy concluded with. Alantio Jaxiao Saiemon, a Gen- 
tleman of great Reputation in the Country. This Nobleman, 
together with Julia his Wife, Lens Inyemon, a Man of four- 
ſcore Years of Age, and Ann his Wife, ſhed their Blood for 
Jeſus Chrift on the Twelfth of January, 1629. The ſame Vear 
alſo Nine and Twenty more were crown'd with Martyrdom 
at Jonixava. | 

About a League from this Place lies Nuco;ams, where ſeveral 1 
Gentlemen of the Tono's Court liv'd, who ſtand oblig'd to wait on „er Men 
bim in his Progreſs to Court. Amongſt the Reſt, there were du men 
lix of diſtinguiſh'd Birth and Piety, viz. Anthony Auzava Fanyc- of Quality 
mon, Paul Juxaburon his Son, Jobn Arie Guiemon, Peter Jenxo his J*ff*” 4 
Son, Ignatius Iydaſae mon, and Anarew Jemamoto Xichiemon, 3 
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"Whilſt the Two latter were at Court, their Wives (who were 


* 


afterwards baptiz'd) to ſave their Husbands Lives, made Re- 
port by Jeſſamondono's Orders, that theſe Gentlemen had both re- 
nounc'd the Chriſtian Religion. The'two Cavaliers, upon Advice 
of what had paſt, went themſelves to the. Governour to unde- 
ceive him; Jeſſamondono ſeem'd to take no Notice of it at that 


Time, but afterwards hearing they publiſh'd themſelves Chriſti- 


ans in all Companies, and wore Beads about their Necks, he 
ſummon'd-them to appear, and give Account of themſelves.” The 
Gentlemen in Obedience to the Governour's Commands, went 
chearfully to the Court, ſaying, if the Tone had a Mind to be 


obey'd, he muſt condemn them to die, and they wou'd flic to the 


Place of Rxecution. | | 
The Toro was fo taken with Anthony Anazava, that he thought 
fit to beſtow ſeveral conſiderable Places on him, but upon Repbrt 
of theſe late Proceedings, he both put him out of Office, and 
confiſcated his Eſtate, with ſevere Frowns and hard Uſage over 
and above. John Arie Guiemon inform'd that the Prince had 
ſeiz'd on Anthony's Eſtate, ſent to offer him a Part with him; 
which the other modeſtly refus'd, as being now to all Appea- 
rance near his End. In effect, three Days ufter, they ſent a 
of Soldiers to ſeize him, in Order to force him back to the Wor- 
ſhip of the Idols, but the Gentleman perſiſting firm and conſtant 
in his Reſolutions, they told him plainly he muſt either obey, or 
{et himſelf be bound. Moſt willingly, (reply'd Anthony) do your 
Offee; with that he preſented his Hands, and oblig'd them againſt 
their Will to bind him. 11184 1 F 
Preſently after, he march'd out of the Houſe, praying they 
wou'd accompany him to Jznatiw's Lodgings, which they did. 
So ſoon as ke enter'd the Room, he cry'd out in a Kind of Extaſy 
of Toy : Dear Friend what think you of me now ?. I envy your 
1 { reply'd uatius ) theſe are in very Deed the true 
Bactoes of Flomeur and Greatneſs 217 long ä impatiently to bear you 
Company. With that, putting his Hands behind his Back, he 
begg'd they wou'd do him the ſame Honour, which was eaſily 


oranted. Then they ſent for the other four Cavaliers, and 


Hound them with the Reſt; becauſe they refus'd to renounce the 
Faith. | abs ogg | | 

* Thefe Orders did not as yet affect the Women, which prov'd no 
little Mortification, but the Governour (by Direction of the 
Counſel) having comprehended them alfo under the ſame Sen- 
tence, Mary, Andrew's Wife, went ſtreight to Lucy, Wife to 
Jr214;y, with the News; both together render'd Thanks to 
Heaven, 


— 
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Heaven, and mutually exhorted one another to Martyrdom. Au- 
thony Anxava Fayemandono had two Sons, Michael and Maut io, the 
firſt Eleven, and the latter Fourteen Years of Age. Theſe two 
Youths going to viſit their Parent, he ask'd thew, Why they were 
not bound after his. Example? Are you prepar'd (ſaid he) to die for 
Chriſt * Yes, Sir, (reply'd the Eldeſt) We are beth ready to ſiſter for 
bis Sake, And immediatly they preſented their Hands to the Sol- 
diers to be tied, but they excus'd- themſelves, ſaying, if they had 
a Mind to die, it was ſafficient to accompany their Father to the 
Place of Execution. 

The Tono order'd the Men ſhould be beheaded at Vocuſamb ara, 
and the Women at Joneſava, and this Separation was the leaſt of 
their Trouble, in Regard they hop'd within a few Hours to meet 
again in Heaven. The Men being on their Journey, they aſſembled 
all the Women in Inatius Soyemon's Court, in order to proceed to 
Execution. All of them proftrated on the Ground, and the Tragedy 
began with Lucy, Don Ignatiuss Wife. 

Preſently after, they made up to Fayemondono's two Sons, who 
knelt devoutly with their Hands joyn'd, ſaying the Pater and Ave. 
The Heathens tender'd at this Spectacle, cry'd out, They 
inew not why they ſuffer d: Hereapon, the Soldiers queſtion'd them 
upon their Religion, and the Children anſwer'd ſo properly, and 
with ſo much Conſtancy, that the Executioners were order'd to 
do their Office. They began with Mantio the elder Brother, 
and {truck off his Head in his Brother's Sight: Michael, far from 
being ſurpris'd, went on with his Prayers, his Eyes fix'd on Hea- 
ven, and ſuffer'd with ſo much Reſolution, that the very Heathens 
could not hold from Tears 

Creſcentia their Mother follow'd immediatly after, and next to 
her again, came John's Wife, call'd Mary, with a little Infant in 
her Arms, which alſo ſuffer'd without the leaſt Sign of Impatience 
or Fear. | | 2 

[n the mean Time, the other Servants of God march'd to Focu- 
ſambara, and were all put to Death. They were thirteen in Com- 
pany, and all of them, (Anthony and his Family excepted )Converts 
within that Year, which makes their Virtue more admirable, and 
ſhews what Grace God infuſes into the Soul, by the ſalutary Wa- 
ters of holy Baptiſm. . | 

| omit ſeveral other Executions of poòr Chriſtians in the ſame 
Country, and other Places, where old Men turn'd of fourſcore, 
and young Wives from fifteen to twenty Years of Age, were 
moſt barbarouſly murther'd, with their little ones, on the ſame 
Account. . 74 
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4 3 The Jeſuit that wrote from Japan, what happen'd there in the 
erjecutt- 
on 4tNan- 
gaſaqui. neral, 


Years 1629, and 1630, aſſures Father Mutius Viteleſqui, his Ge- 
that he did not pretend to give any Account of the 
Tranſactions in Ximo, but only what concern'd the Perſecution 
then on Foot, at Nangaſaqui. Moreover, that he omitted ſeye. 
ral memorable Paſlages, within the aforeſaid Place, and inſiſted 
only on what was publick, which he himſelf either had ſeen, or 
heard from credible Witneſſes. 97 2% 
Aliſſuma Cavachi, Governour of Nangaſaqui, made ſtrange Ha. 
vock in the Church of God for the two Years paſt, murthering 
and baniſhing the Chriſtians, without Regard to Age or Sex, 
Being under-Obligation of appearing at Court within this Year, 
he drew up a Liſt of the principal Families of the Chriſtians, and 
preſented it to the Xogwnre, with a long Narrative of the Cruel. 
tics he had exercis'd on ſuch as refus'd to qualify themſelves ac- 
cording to the Laws. But the Xogwne, inſtead of applauding 
him for his Zeal, appear'd much diſpleas'd to hear there were fo 
many Chriſtians in Town, and in the whole, took the. Go- 
vernment out of his Hands, and put Tæquinaca Unemonds in his 
Place, a Man more cruel (if poſſible) than himſelf. 
This Gentleman was one of the Xoguze's intimate Favourites, 
and barbarous to the laſt Degree. The Emperour at parting, 
gave him an exact Liſt of all the Chriſtians, with expreſs Orders 
to put the Laws againſt them in Execution; and Vnemondono, be- 


ewixt his natural Averſion to Religion, and the Deſire of pre- 


ſerving himſelf in the Prince's Favour, did effectually all that 
was poſſible to extirpate Chriſtianity out of the Country. 

The Chriſtians hearing this Tyrant was declar'd Governour 
of Nangaſaqui, were ſtruck with a pannick Fear, which oblig'd 
the Jeſuits and other Religious, to haſten thither immediatly to 
their Relief. However, ſeveral Heads of Families, diffident of 
their own Strength, left their Houſes and Eſtates upon it, and 
went voluntarily into Baniſhment. | | 

It's uncertain what they ſuffer'd in thus Perſecution. None 
durſt harbour them under their Roof, and if at ahy Time they 
chanc'd to take up in the Road, under the Notion of Travel- 
lers, the People upon the leaſt Suſpicion of Religion, turn'd them 
to the Door. Moreover, Vnemondono to compleat their Misfor- 
tune, gave Advice to the Neighbouring Princes, with ſtri& Or- 
ders from the Xeoune himſelt, to proceed againſt them, as in Ca- 
ſes of High Treaſon ; whereupon the Subjects were all charg'd 
on Pain of Death, to diſcover the Places of their Abode, which 
oblig d them in Concluſion. to retire into wide Deſerts, ſeeking 

there 
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there for Mercy and Pity amongſt brute Beaſts, which was not 
to be found amongſt Men. | N | "4 

The New Governour being arriv'd at Nangaſaqui, order'd 
long Rows of Faggots, and Croſſes to be planted on the holy 
Mountain to terrify the Chriſtians. Moreover he pull'd down all 
the Monuments in the Cemeteries, digg'd up the dead Bodies, and 
caus'd them to be burat on the Place, and this to ſnew the World 
that he intended to make open War againſt Religion, and per- 
ſecute the Chriſtians to outrage. Soon after, he ſeiz d on thir- 
ty ſeven Men, and ſeven and twenty Women, that were down in 
his Liſt, with Deſign to torment them, in the ſcalding Waters 
of Ungen. But upon ſecond Thoughts, knowing the Chriſtians 
took Pleaſure in Suffering, provided they were ſure to die, he 
advis'd them not to flatter themſelves: with the Hopes of dying 
Martyrs, for his Deſign was not to kill them, but to prolong 
their Torments Year after Year. | 7 

The Servants of God were not at all terrify'd with theſe 
terrible Menaces, on the contrary, they declar'd with a gene- 
ral Voice, that no Torments whatever ſhould oblige chem to be- 
tray their Conſcience. Hereupon, the Tyrant order'd them to 
be tormented next Morning, in the hot Baths of Unger, and at 
the ame Time cooling Remedies were prepar'd tor ſuch as 
yielded under the Pain. 

On the third of Auguſt, they divided the Chriſtians into five 
Troops, and for more Terror, led them to the very worſt of the 
Baths. The Soldiers alſo coming up at the ſame Time, made 
moſt hideous Noiſes, praying and entreating them to reſcue them- 
ſelves from theſe unmerciful Fires. But finding they were not 
to be wrought upon by fair Means, they bound them ſeparatly 
Hand and Foot, and ſtretch'd them naked on their Bellies, 
with Stones- about their Necks, to hinder them from looking up 
to Heaven. This done, they ſprinkl'd the ſcalding Water on 
their Backs, entreating them at the ſame Time to renounce 
the Faith. Some fainted under the Torments, and ſurrender'd, 
and others again ſtood conſtant to the laſt; amongſt the Reſt, 
one Jabella, whoſe Husband apoſtatiz'd in her Sight. The Of- 
fcers alledging that Man and Wife ought to have both the 
fame Will, the pertinently reply'd, This was true, where the Ho- 
num of God, and Souls Salvation did not interfere, 

With that they conducted her to the Brink of the Precipice, 
accompanied by above ſix Hundred Perſons, who went thither to 
aſſiſt at the Execution. One amongſt the Reſt, advancing for- 
wards with a Deſign to affront and abuſe the Servant of _ 

OOo the 
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the Sky on a ſuddain grew. obſcure, the Mountain was coverd 


with thick black Clouds, and the Waters ſwelld and roar'd like 
a tempeſtuous Sea, inſomuch, that the People took to their Heels 
and fled for Fear of being ſwallow'd up in the Storm. | 
Next Morning, the Executioners brought her back to the 
fame Place, and made her ſtand on a Rock for two Hours, to 


contemplate theſe frightful Precipices and burning Lakes. Se- 


yeral other Stratagems alſo were us'd to ſurpriſe her, amongſt the 
Reſt, they ty'd a heavy Stone about her Neck, and at the ſame 
{ime ſet a Jeſs upon her Head, ſaying, that in Caſe ſhe let fall 
the Stone from her Head, they would take it as a Sign that ſhe 
renounc'd the Faith. That's no Argument at all (reply'd 1/abella 
ſmiling) for tho? my Body ſmk under the Weight, my Soul will ſtill re- 
main firm and — However, ſne ſtood ſeveral Hours together 
with the Stone on her Head, and as ſhe ſaid herſelf. afterwards, 


found not any Weight at all, by that which hung about, her 


Neck. | 

The Day being now ſpent, ſhe continu'd all that Night in 
Prayer, and Heaven was pleas'd to comfort her by the Viſion 
of a celeſtial Infant, which inſpir'd her with ſuch Strength 
and Reſolution, that ſhe was Proof againſt all the Racks and 
Tortures of Hell it ſelf. Towards Sun-riſe they renew'd the 
Combat, pouring the Waters upon her, from Morning to Night, 
till the very Executioners were tired with the conſtant Labour. In 
this Manner, they treated her for ſeveral Days together, and e- 
very Day ſome-new barbaraus Invention beſides. The Officer 
preſſing her one Time on the Torture, to quit her Religion, ſhe 
generoully reply'd, I' live and die @ Chriſtian. But .(continu'd 
the Officer) J. torment you in this Manner for ten or twenty Tears 
together. Ten or twenty Tears! (ſaid 1ſavella) That's too little, were 
I to live an Age, I ſhould think my ſelf happy in ſuffering this, and 
more for the Love of God, After thirteen Days in theſe horri- 
ble Torments they brought her back to Nangaſaqui, on Mens 
Shoulders, and this becauſe her Body was all over in one entire 
Wound. The Heathens admir'd her Conſtancy, and the more, 
becauſe ſhe continu'd fix Days together, in the Torment, and moſt 


of that Time without either Meat, Drink or Sleep. The Go- 


vernour ſeeing her in this miſerable Condition, and vex'd at the 
lame Time, that ſhe would not yield to his impious Demands, 
took her Hand himſelf, and in Deſpite of all Oppoſition, forc'd 
her to ſign an Abjuration of the Faith, applauding himſelf with 
this happy Invention, as if it was in the Power of Man to make 
an Apoſtate, tho' the Mouth and Heart proteſt againſt it. 


Amongſt 
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Amongſt this Troop of Chriſtians, (who for moſt Part yielded Admirebe 
under the Torment to the Tyrant's Pleaſure) there was one Farnese 
call'd Francis, Native of the Iſland of Cyan. In his Infancy he Jute 
was ſold to the Merchants and brought to Cumbeya, and theuce 
to Japan, by way of Preſent to an Inhabitant of Nangaſaqui. The 
Zeal and Fervour of the Chriſtians in the Perſecution inſpir'd 
him with an ardent Deſire of Martyrdom. Upon the whole, 
after divers Aſſaults, they condemn'd him amongſt the Reſt, to 
the Waters of. Ungen, but being ſore haraſs'd and fatigu'd with 
the Journey, he was forc'd to halt, and leaning back upon a Stones, 
yielded up his pure Soul to God. An admirable Inſtance of di- 
vine Providence, that bronght this Slave croſs ſo many Seas 
and Countries to Japan, to purchaſe there the Liberty of the 
Sons of God, by a glorious Death. | 

This Man died not by the Force of Torments, but the Perſon l 
m next to ſpeak of, by his invincible Patience, gloriouſſy tri- 
umph'd over the Tyrant's Cruelty. His Virtue was the more 
to be admir'd, in Regard of his ſhort Experience in the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, and of the Heat of his Youth, as having not yet 
attain'd the Age of twenty Years, He receiv'd the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm from the Hands of Father Julian Micaura, of the 
Society and was call d Simeon. Two Years after, the Perſecution 
breaking out, and the Prieſts baniſh'd the Country, he never 
* the Opportunity of Confeſſing or Receiving in his whole 
Life. 

However his Parents ſupply'd this Want by a vertuous E- 
ducation in the Fear of God. Being one Time deſpair'd of by 
the Phyſicians, in a dangerous Sickneſs, his Father made a Vow 
to the Bleſſed Virgin, and preſently he recover'd upon it, with a 
grateful Memory of the Bleſſing receiv d. He was ſo recollected 
1n his Prayer, that he minded neither one nor other, that came 
by chance to viſit him at thoſe Times. His Father reprehending 
him one Day for being rude to Strangers, he reply'd, would you 
have me interrupt my Diſcourſe with Almighty God, to complement 
Men, and prefer the Creature before the Creqtor ? His Parent fully 
ſatisfy'd with this Anſwer, reſolv'd to give him no farther Di- | 
ſturbance upon that Matter. He was frequently found at his * 
Prayers, both Night and Day, with his Eyes bath'd in Tears. "5 
He faſted and diſciplin'd himſelf till he was often all over gore 
Blood, and theſe Religious Exerciſes made him ſo pure, and 


chaſt, that his Father was us'd to ſay, Simeon zs one of thoſe, that 
will follew the Lamb, 
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Alexius, his eldeſt Brother being in Cavachi's Liſt, they carryd 
him amongſt the Reſt, with his Brother Simeon to Mount Ungey, 
His Eſtate was confiſcated a Year before, inſomuch that he was 
forc'd to live on Charity, by begging from Door to Door. 
The new Governour upon his Arrival at Nangaſaqui, gave Or- 
ders to the judges to bring the Criminals to their Tryals, and 
Alexius and Simeon in the firſt Place. Alexius in the Examina- 
tion, conſtantly profeſsd he would live and die a Chriſtian. In 
| the mean Time, Simeon continu'd upon his Knees. The Judge 
| chen queſtioning, whether he would follow his Brothers Example? 
The young Man reply'd in the Negative. In Point of eternal Sal- 
vation (ſaid he) every Man for himſelf. Very probable he had 
ſome Preſage or other, of his Brother's Apoſtacy. Then the 
Judge ask'd him, if he had a mind to be turn'd over to ſome of 
the Neighbours ? Simeon knowing this was only a Contrivance of 
the Enemy to enſnare him, proteſted againſt it. Then (conti- 
nu'd the Judge) You muſt go along with me to the Preſident. MoS 
willingly (reply'd Simeon) and ſo they both fil'd off, and the Court 
broke up. | 
The Preſident, amongſt other Things, queſtion'd him whether 
he had ſtudy'd? Others ſtudy (reply'd the young Man). to ad- 
vance themſelves in the. World, my ſtudy is purely to learn the Art of 
dying well. Old Men (continu'd the Preſident) of ſeventy Years of Age 
learn d and experienc'd in the Chriſtian Religion have renounc'd it to 
ſave their Lives, and you a Youth, without Study or Experience, will 
you hazard your Life in Defence of a Law you don't underſtand ? 
Simeon, colouring at theſe Words, and fixing his Eyes upon him, 
cry'd out with a quick and {mart Voice, My Lord { The I have 
little Experience, this however Pm certain of, out 4 the Chriſtian Re- 
lioion there's no Salvation. Let the Elders uſe their Liberty, for my 
Part, Pll ſtand and fall by it, and mhether I have Courage or no, Time 
will ſhew. 992 
The Preſident went on with this Diſcourſe, but finding his 
Words were loſt upon him, order'd the Soldiers to preſent him 
before the Governour., Paſſing by his Father's Houſe, the old 
Man offer'd him a Coat and Diſcipline, the firſt he refus'd, and 
the latter he accepted of, to uſe (as he faid) in Caſe of Neceſſi- 
ty. The Governour preſs'd him earneſtly (as the Preſident 
had done before) to change his Religion, but finding Reaſon- 
ing took no Effect, he condemn'd him to the hot Baths of 


Dingen. 
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On the Ninth of Auguſt, they ſet out for this Mountain, 
ſeventeen in Company; but Simeon in particular diſtinguifh'd 


himſelf by his Humility, Modeſty, and Cheerfulneſs, which ap- 
ear'd viſibly on his Countenance. Meeting on the Way with 


fve of the firſt Troop, who had renounc'd the Faith, he ap- 
ear'd ſenſibly ſurpris d, and the Preſident improved the Oppor- 
fanity, telling him, Mhat Fre ſumption it was 10 a young Man to 
venture upon theſe Torments, which old experiencd. Warriers durſt not 


encounter. It's more honourable (he continu'd) to yield voluntarily, 


and of your own Accord, than to be forc'd to it by Pint of Torments, 
take a Friend's Counſel, and I' procure you Licenſe from the Gover- 
nour to continue in the Exerciſe of your Religion. Simeon' far from be- 
ing tempted by theſe Promiſes, deſpis d the Apoſtates, as baſe 
and mean Spirits, and purſued his 5 without taking the 
leaſt Notice of them. Upon this the Preſident order d the Sol- 
diers to treat this young Man with the utmoſt Severity, and 
to chaſtiſe his proud Heart, tho' he ſhonld even offer to quit 
his Religion. j 1 | | 

Next Morning, being arriv'd at the Foot of the Monntain, he 


gave his Hand to a poor old infirm Man, to help him up the Hill: 
This he did with ſo much Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, that the 
Heathens ſtood in Admiration at him: So ſoon as they had 


reach'd the Top, the Soldiers conducted Simeon to the Precipice, 
and ſtripping Him of his Cloaths, hung a heavy Stone ab 
his Neck, and another looſe on his Head, ſaying, They would take 
it for a Sign of Apoſtacy if he let it fall. In the mean while, they 
pour'd ſcalding Water on his Shoulders, demanding of him to 
ſurrender, but the noble Champion gave no Anſwer,) and in 
this Manner they continu'd ſeveral Hours, till he fainted in their 
Hands. The Commillary jealous he might die in the Torments, 
brought him celd Water to drink, and expos'd him to the Sun, 
where he took a ſecond Fit. With that they remoy'd him in- 
to a little Hut, and laid him on the Graſs, not out of Compaſ- 
fon, but to prolong his Martyrdom, preſſing him continually 
25 before, to quit his Religion. , 
Next Morning, his Brother Alexius going to viſit him, he 
perceiv'd by his Countenance, that he had renounc'd the Faith, 
and in Effect, he confeſs'd as much himſelf. Simeon reprov'd him 
to his Face, for his Baſeneſs and Treachery, begging he would 
enter into himſelf and repent before it was too late. 4s for my 
{elf (kg reply'd) I had rather die a thouſand Deaths, than follow your 
Example. After this Interview (which was contriv'd on Purpoſe 
to tempt his Couſtancy) they led him a ſecond Time to the 
Was 


out 


469, 


470 | The Hiſtory of the Church of JAPAN. 


Waters, but his Strength failing, he ruſt'd down on a ſuddain 


and bruis'd his Face ſo extremely in the Fall, that he could ne. . 
ver cat afterwards without great Difficulty. With that they ; 
convey'd him again into the Hut, conjuring him by all that was t 
dear, to ſurrtuder and ſpare his Lite, but the young Man for F 
Fear they might interpret his Words to a wrong Senſe, made ng 5 
Reply. 

In "the mean while, Orders came from the Goyernour to treat. 5 
him kindly, and try what fair Means would Ao, for Pleaſure | 
never appears more charming, than when under Perſecution, f. 
and Sufferings. Upon this Meſlage, every one ſtudy'd to prevent ( 
him with good. Offices, compaſſionating his Misfortune, and h 
what a Pity it was, that ſuch a young Gentleman ſhould be 4 
treated in ſo barbarous a Manner: But in the Cloſe, touching F 
upon Religion, he took them up ſhort : You labour in vain (ſaid el 
he) for torment me as you pleaſe, I'll never adore your Idols. I 

The Preſident being inform'd of what had paſs'd, order'd him f 
a third Time, to the hot Baths, but the Executioners upon a Re- K 


view, finding him all over.in a Sore, were forc'd to ſtretch him 0 
on the Ground, and proceed leiſurely for Fear of killing him h 
outright. But notwithſtanding their Diligence, he fainted again 0 
the third Time, and they remov'd him as before to the Hut, 
where his Wounds began to corrupt, and ſwarm with Vermin, F 
ipſomuch, that People were not able to endure the inſuppor- t 
table Stench of his Body. The Preſident fearing the Diſtem- 


per, would carry him off, ſent Advice of it to the Governour, : 
who thereupon order'd his Phylicians to viſit him, ſaying, I: d 
was the Xogune's Pleaſure to torment the Chriſtians, but not to put fe 
them to Death; a moſt diabolical Invention, which in Concluſion, tl 
utterly ruin'd this flouriſning Church. b 
The Phyſicians conſidering the Patient's Indiſpoſition, the L 
Depth of his Wounds, and extream Weakneſs, declar'd the E- 8 
vil paſt Remedy, and upon this Report, the Preſident order'd 
him to Nangaſaqui, ſaying, he ſhould be tortur'd again ſo ſoon C 
as he recover'd : That's all I deſire, reply'd Simeon. * 
After ſixteen Days Torture, in the Manner aforeſaid, they FP 
ut him half dead into a Palanquin, and remov'd him to Obama, 41 
in Order to be ſhipp'd off. The Chriſtians crowding in to ſee co 
him, he told them, He came Conquerour from Ungen, and by God's 2 
Aſſiſtance, and had done nothing unbecoming 4 Criſtian. Being ar- 7 


. riv'd at Nangaſaqui, the Chriſtians preſs'd earneſtly to hade him 
lye down on a Bed, and with much ado (contrary to W 
tion 
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tion) he was induc'd to accept of the Offer. Some of the Com- 
pany calling him happy for ſuffering ſo couragiouſſy in Defence 

of his Religion, he pray'd them to let that Matter reſt, alledging 

theſe Praiſes were only due to God. Being rid of theſe troubler 

ſome Viſits he 4 all his Time in converſing with God, ane 
was often hear'd ro repeat theſe Word, Sweet Jeſus! Theſe are 

your Wounds, my Sufferings are nothing to what you endurd for my 

Sa 3 ; 5 


On the Twenty eight of Auguſt (three Days after he came 
from the Mount) he deſir'd them to waſh his Face. How Son? 
(aid the Father) its all in a Sore, and to waſh it in this Condition 
would ſenſibly add to your Torment. No Matter (reply'd Simeon) 
do it as well as you can, for Pm going to Paradice, give me the Cru- 
ci that I may kiſs his Wounds, that my Soul at the Separation from 
this Body, may find Entrance into his Heart thro theſe ſacred Gates, 
His Father did as he was dcfr'd, but the holy Man being not 
able to join his Hands, pray'd one of the Company to ſupport 
them, and then ſaid, My Saviour take Pity on me, my Saviour have 
Compaſſion on me, Jeſus, Maria, ſeſus, Maria; And fo yielded up 
his Soul to God, on the 29th of Auguſt, 1630, being at the Age 
of Nineteen Vears. | | | 

His Father and Friends wept for Joy, to ſee a Child of their 
Family, ſuffer Martyrdom, and to have fo precious a Relick in 
the Houſe. They all proſtrated onthe Ground, and kiſs'd the 
Body with profound Reſpect, but this Treaſure was ſoon re- 
mov'd, for the Governour inform'd of the Thing, order'd the Bo- 
dy to be burnt, and the Aſhes to be thrown into the Sea. In ef- 
ect, they prepar'd a Fire for this Purpoſe in the Houſe, and on 
that very Place too, where formerly the Saint was us'd to fay 
his Prayers, veryfying the Prediction of the holy Man, who ſome 
Days before foretold, His Body would be burnt on that very 
Tone, b 

The precious Death of this young Gentleman, who in the whole 
Courſe of his Life, never heard Maſs or Sermon, or even re- 
ceiv d Sacraments (Baptiſm only excepted) may ſerve to condemn 
ſuch Chriſtians, who notwithſtanding the Helps of Sacraments 
and Pious Exhortations, beſides the Force of Good Example and 
clear Lights of Faith, ſink under the Temptation of the Enemy, 
and by irregular living, cancel the ſacred Covenant fo ſolemnly 
lworn to in the holy Sacrament of Baptiſm. 


Une mon- 
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ps gut Dae mondono fluſh'd with, the late Succeſs, took a: Reſolution to 
i, 4 extirpate the very Name of Chriſtian out of his States. To tk; 
three other 2 | m1 TIT. C1 VO i th o this 
Religious End he forbid all under his juriſdiction, to imbark without 3 
of Sr. Au-Certificat from the Judges and the Maſter of the Houſe where 
2 or- he lodg'd, that he conform'd to the Religion of the Country. 
2 Moreover, he ſent Soldiers to beat the Fields, with Orders to 
ſtop all Paſſengers that could not give a good Account of them. 
ſelves, as to their Religion and Profeſſion. And laſtly, in Re. 
gard Mount ngen lay far off, he made great Braſs Tubs, and 

"A kd of boil'd ſalt Water. in them, mix'd with Sulphur, Salt-Petre and 

. * Terra ſigillata, to torment the Chriſtians nearer Home. 

Lemnos, This done, he ſeiz'd on a hundred of them, that were down 
in Cavachi's Roll, and took Security of their Friends, Life for Life 
that none ſhould make his Eſcape. They kept them fifteen Days 
in Hold, preſſing them from Time to Time to ſurrender, and 
preſerve themſelves from theſe terrible and laſting Torments, 
Some yielded upon the firſt Attack, others feign'd a Conſent, 
and others again made their Eſcape, and fled into the Woods, 
with the Governours Men at their Heels, burning whole Foreſts 
down, to drive them out of their Holes. The Perſecution was 
ſo ragious at this Time, that by Report of the Hollanders, who 
landed the ſame Year in Japan, of four hundred thouſand Chri- 
ſtians (they ſhould have ſaid ſix hundred thouſand) betwixt, 
what were martyr'd and apoſtatiz'd, the Number was then re- 
duc'd to under forty thouſand in the whole. 1 


The Tyrant, after ſo many bloody Executions, permitted the 


Chriſtians to breath a while, and this under Pretence of his na- 


tural Averſion to Cruelty, but in real Truth, to ſurpriſe the 
Prieſts, who were the very Soul of the Cauſe, and his Project 
took Effect, for the eaſie and credulous Chriſtians being off their 
Guards, he apprehended four of them, before they had the leaſt 
Suſpicion of his il] Deſigns. 

The fitſt was Father Bartholomew Guttiers, à Religious of St. 
Auſtin's Order. This good Father being retir'd to Conga, ſent 
out his Servant to buy Proviſions in Town, but being ſurpris d 
by the Guards, they carry'd him before the Governour, and put 
him to the Queſtion. The Truſty Servant endur'd the Torment 
with invincible Patience, but his Patron had not the ſame Cou- 
rage, for hearing the Judge threaten to Torture him, he confeſs d 
the whole Story, and betray'd the Father, upon which Sol- 
diers were ſent to ſeize him. In that mean while, the Father 
(upon Advice that this Man was taken) retir'd into a Village, 


but finding no Lodging there, was torc'd to lye down in a Bulb, 
: and 
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and kere the Soldiers found him, and conducted him to Nangaſaqui, 
with one John his Catechiſt, and another Servant calld Ali- 
chael. | ka 6 1 i 
Soon after they ſeiz'd on Father Anthony Iſcida a Japonian je- 

ſuit. The Manner of it is ſet down by himſelf in a Letter to his 

Superiours, and is as follows. © Upon my Arrival at Omura, to 
© viſit Father John a Coſta (whom I had not ſeen for many Years) 

© I receiv'd a Letter from Father Provincial withOrders to repair 

© to Nangaſaqui, to confeſs a ſick Perfon there. The Project ſeem'd 

© not, feaſible to Father Fernandez, however, in Hopes of being 
© taken Priſoner on ſo pious an Account, I ventur'd boldly on the 
© Voyage: 1 then taken Leave, with Intention to return 

© to Omura, I ſet forward and arrivd ſafe at Nangaſaqui, where 

© I found ſeveral ſick People, which oblig'd me to continue there 

© for ſix Days. | 

© Being on the Point of Returning Home, I was inform'd the 
© Governour had ſent Soldiers to Omura, to ſeize on ſome Reli- 
© gjious, who were ſuſpected to lye hid in thoſe Parts, which o- 
0 bug d me defer my Journey for ſome Days. In the mean while, 
Father Bartholomew Guttieres (of St. Auſtin's Order) being ap- 
© prehended, my Patron came to me in a terrible Fright, pray- 
ing mein all Kindneſs to retire, which I did the very Night 
following, and took my Quarters with one James Cafioye. Four 
« Days after, I made an Oblation of my ſelf to God, at the holy 
Altar, praying his divine Majeſty would pleaſe to diſpoſe of. 
me to his greater Honour and Glory. In the mean Time, as 
| was going from the Altar, I heard a great Noiſe, and im- 
mediatly in comes 'one of the Governour's Men with two 
Hangers at his Side. The Soldier demanded of me who I was ? 
And whence I came? I told him, I was a Prieſt and Religious 
of the Society, and with that he ſeiz'd me in the Governour's 
Name, Preſently after, in came a whole Troop of Soldiers, 
and advancing forwards, I pray'd them to bind me which they 
did. As for the reſt of my Company, they us'd them civily, 
, and with due Reſpect. 

In this Manner they conducted me in the Company of James 
© Cafioye my Patron, to the Governour's Houſe, The Toro Goroy- 
' mondono Cataxima preſs'd earneſtly to have me renounce the 
Faith. But finding Words took no Effect, he committed me 
© to Priſon, where 1 found Father Bartholomew Guttieres with 
_ Catechiſt and Servant, who are all three ſnackl'd with 
* Irons. 


3 9H 5 Fu wo We * 


Ppp | Next 


The Hiftory if the Cheb „HA PAN. 475 


474 


The Hiſtory of the Church of ] AP AN. 


© Next Day the Ton ſent for me to his Chamber, where 1 
© had the Honour to preach Jeſus Chriſt. They conducted me 
© alfo to the Governour's Apartments, where I ſaw Abundance 
© of Churchſtuff, which he had taken during the Perſecutiog, A- 
© mongſt other Things, he was curious to know the Uſe of the 
© Surplice and Stole, and preſs'd earneſtly to ſee me habited 


in the Sacerdotal Robes, which I conſented to. He confeſs'q 


* the Dreſs was noble and majeſtick, and much above thoſe of 
© the Honze s. In a Word, he was ſo taken with it, that nothi 
would ſerve him but I muſt ſit at the Top of the Hall, an 
give him leave to contemplate me, during the whole Time of the 
© Conference. | 

© By Degrees we fell inſenſibly upon Religion, and I had the 
© Honour to enlarge upon moſt of the Myſteries of our Faith. 


© The Governour liſten'd attentively to my Diſcourſe, and put Ob- 


jections as Occaſion ſerv'd, and appear'd to be well ſatisfy'd with 
my Anſwers. But (ſaid he) is it not poſſible to make you quit this 
© Religion? Sir (I reply'd) I have already prov'd it to be true, as 
© alſo, that out of it there is no Salvation, How then can I poſſibly re- 
© nounce it? Very true (continu'd the Governour) you. ſpeak like 4 
© Man of Senſe, it's you that aye true and faithful Servants, as for us, 
© we are in Efect nothing but honourable Theives, we ſwear to ſerve our 
© Prince, on Peril of Life and Fortune, and we turn our Backs on him when 
© it ſuits with our Intereſt. 

© Upon the "Cloſe of the Diſcourſe, he ſent for all the ſacred 
© Ornaments, and ſpiritual Books, and order'd them to be burnt 
in the Court, ſaying, it was unreaſonable that Things of this 


Nature ſhould be profan'd in common Uſe. 


© Next Day, he ſent for me again into the great Hall, and 
brought in ſeveral learned Men to argue againſt me. Before 
© we began, he treated me with a Diſh of Cia, and preſently after 
the Gentlemen advanc'd and put their Difficulties, which I an- 
©ſwer'd to Satisfaction, inſomuch that they did not think to pro- 
© ſecute the Matter any farther. However, Diſpute and Argu- 
ments apart, they told me plainly, I muſt either ſubmit to Vre- 
mendono s Pleaſure, and conform to the eſtabliſh'd Religion ot 
. eee or expect what follow'd, and with that they re- 

tir'd. 

In the mean while, in comes the Toro Goroyemor, with a Petiti- 
on from the Portugueſe, in Behalf of Jerome Macedonius, and pray d 
me to interpret it in Japone ce. Soon after Vnemondono diſmiſsd 
me, and next Morning went for Court, leaving Orders with his 
Servants, to conduct the four Priſoners (of which I was one) to 
Omura: Hitherto Father Iſcida's Letter. Much 
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Much about the ſame Time they ſurprisd two other Auſtin Fa- 9ther Re. 
thers, Francis and Vigcent. The Soldiers upon Information of . ta- 
their Flight, burnt down a whole Forreft, and found them in , ** 
a hollow Cave, where they laid for ſome Days together without 
Meat. Father John 4 Cofta, and Father Benner Fernandez went 
privatly about the Country to help and aſſiſt the poor Chriſti- 
ans. Father John a Coſta lived three Months in a Grot, far from 
any Houſe, and no Neceſſaries for Life beſides a little Rice, 
which was convey'd to him from Time to Time, by one of the 
Chriſtians. 

Father Fernandez. was in daily and continual Danger of being 
ſurpris'd. Being one Time on Board of a Ship, that was bound for 
the Coaſts of Hrando, the Enemies encompaſs'd him, inſomuch, 
that it ſeem'd impoſſible for him to eſcape. The holy Man pru- 
dently forſeeing the Danger, and loth to expoſe the Crew on 
his particular Account, preſs'd earneſtly to be ſet on Shoar. On 
the contrary, the Mariners oppos'd it with a general Voice, and 
ſtood off to Sea without regarding Winds oe Weathers, which 
were ill enough at that Time, and as Providence would have it, 
they clear'd themſelves of the Enemy, and gain'd the deſir'd | 
Port. The Heathens upon this, fell immediatly on their Friends 4 
and Acquaintance, and in the Search diſcover'd ſome other 3 
Friers, who were alſo ſent to the Priſons of Omura to the other | 
Religious. 

Theſe 1aft, after a Month and halfs Confinement at Nangaſaqui, 
with Irons upon them, were tranſported (as is ſaid) to Omura, 
and there ſhut up in a clofe Dungeon, not paſt ſix Yards Square, 
and nothing to eat beſides a little Rice in the Mornings. They 
diſciplin'd themſelves four Times a Week, and pray'd continu- 
ally that God would pleaſe to let them die for his holy 
Name. 

Unemondo being return'd from Court, they conceiv'd ſome 
Hopes of ending their Lives in Flames, but to their great Af- 
fliction, the Governour did not at that Time take any Notice of 
them. Let's hear Father J1{c:da's own Words. I promisd my 
felf (ſays he in one of his Letters) the Satisfaction of ſacrificing my 
Life in the Flames, at the Governour's Return, but Almighty God in 
Puniſhment for my Sins (to my unſpeakable Grief ) bath appointed it 
otherwiſe. His holy Will be done, for having already made an Oblation 
of my ſelf to his divine Majeſty, it's but fitting le ſhould have the 
Diſpoſal of me. However, fo long as we continue in this Place, I do 
not deſpair of accompliſhins my Deſires, tho* my Sins (1 muſt confeſs) 
do render me altogether unworthy of ſuch Favonr. 
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He liv'd three Years in this Dungeon under all the Miſeries 
and Hardſhips imaginable, and the Governour preſſing him all the 
Time to ſurrender and reſcue himſelf from the Torments and 
Death, which of Neceſſity muſt enſue. The Father's Anſwer on 
this Occafion, is well worth taking Notice of: Being then one Day 
attack'd by Unemondono himſelf, he reply'd (to ſpeak in his own 
Words) If you pretend to terrify me, threaten me with Life, for 
Death and Torments have a ow of Charm, and attractive Oual; 
in them; be they never ſo terrible they are ſtill leſs than I could wi : 
and ſhort of my Deſire of Suffering. If you deſign thenuto torment me 
for one Day only, let me beg the Favour that you'll make it up ten, or 
if ten will not ſuffice, take a hundred, a thouſand, in a Word, try all 


thoſe Cruelties you hint at, and then let's ſee who tires firſt, you with 


tormentins, or I with ſuffering. | | 

The Governour accepting of the Challenge, commanded the 
Soldiers to conduct him to Unger, in Order to be tortur'd. It 
would be tedious to repeat every particular Torment : In ſhort 
then, he arriv'd at the Mount on the 14th of Decemb. 1631, 
where the Soldiers wrack'd him till all his Bones were disjoyn- 
ted, and pour'd ſcalding Water on his Skin, which was ſtretch'd 
like a Drum, demanding of him from Time to Time to ſurren- 
der to the Xogwne's Pleaſure. | 

They tortur'd him thirty two Days with all the Cruelties 
that helliſh Art could invent, but finding theſe Methods took 
no Effect, they were forc'd to give the Matter over, and remand 
him back to Priſon, where he languiſh'd for ſix Months under 
extream Pains for Want of Aſliſtance to dreſs his Wounds. He 
wrote from thence to his Brethren a large Account of the 
Tranſactions on Mount Ungen, and at the Bottom of, the 
Letter ſubſcribes himſelf, Anthony Iſcida, impriſond for Teſus 
Chriſt, 

The Governour deſpairing of the Victory, condemn'd him to 
be burnt alive at Nangaſaqu. Being then conducted to the 
holy Mountain, he was burnt there, ia a pure Hotocauſt to his 


divine Majeſty. 


He was Native of Ximabara, a Town in the Kingdom of 
Figen. The Jeſuites brought him up in the Seminary, and af- 
terwards admitted him into the Society at the Age of: nine- 
teen Years. Being naturally eloquent and well read in the Ja- 
ponian Sciences, he took upon him (after he was ordain'd 
Pricſt) to confute the Errours of the Bonzes, which he did with 
ſo admirable Succeſs, that in Concluſion, none durſt make Head 
againſt him. Having preach'd the Goſpel over moſt 1 

ing- 
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Kingdoms in Japan he finiſh'd the. Courſe of his Life in the uy 
Flames, by a moſt glorious Martyrdom, at the Age of ſixty : 
three Years, of which he ſpent four and forty in the Soci- 


et). 8 | 
By the late Account of this Father, touching this Impriſonment, 7h preci- 

we find that one James Cufioze, receiv'd him in the Time of Diſtreſs ous Death 

into his Houſe. Having then recounted the glorious Martyrdom 5 2 

of the Father, we are next to conſider the Recompenſe which imi Coſi 

Heaven was pleas'd to beſtow on this devout Man, for the Cha- vie and his 

rity done to hey Servant. Wife, 
James Nacaximi Cufioie was Native of Fingo, a moſt charitable 

and worthy Man. His Brother Michael enter'd into the Soci- 

ety and dy'd a Martyr on Mount Unger. This James being at 

the Age of twenty one Years, married a young Chriſtian Gen- 

tlewoman, call'd Agatha, by whom he had four Children, three 

Boys and a Girl. They liv'd together with the old Father- in- 

Law, where the Jeſuites were us'd to retire during the Time 

of Perſecution. 

He conſtantly accompany'd the Fathers in their Viſits to the 

Sick, without Regard to his Perſon. He never ſet any Beggar 

from his Door without an Alms, he travelPd frequently into 

the Mountains, to aſſiſt and comfort the poor Chriſtians, who 

liv'd there in Baniſhment for the Faith. Being taken Priſoner, 

together with his Mother who was call'd Mary they confiſca- 

10 his Fortune, for harbouring the Fathers Guttieres and 

Iſcida. ; | 

During his Confinement, he regulated his Time in this Man- 

ner. He ſpent two Hours every Day in Mental and Vocal 

Prayer, faſted all the Week long, Sundays excepted, diſciplin'd 

himſelt every Night, wore conſtantly a Hair-Shirt next his Skin, 

and this to merit the Honour of dying for Jeſus Chriſt. Ac- 

cording to the receiv'd Cuſtom of Japan when the Maſter of a 

Houſe is condemn'd to ſuffer for qe og, Preachers, both 

Wife and Children ſtand liable to the ſame Puniſhment, 

and upon this Account, Agatha never ſtirr'd out of the 

Houſe. 
On the 24th of Ofober, ſhe had News from ſeveral Parts, that 

Numbers of Stakes were planted on the holy Mountain, which 

afforded her no little Satisfaction, in the Confidence that ſhe was 

tofbe one of the Company. But hearing afterwards, that the 

Mother only was to bear her Husband Company, ſhe aban- 

her ſelf to Grief, and wept moſt bitterly. Her Husband per- 


ceiving her in Tears, deſir'd to know the Reaſon of ſuch _ 
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concern: 7s it (ſaid he) becauſe they have condemm d me to the Flames; 
May the ſame Happineſs attend you, and all our Family, That's my 
very Thought (reply'd Agatha weeping) but alaſs! I'm not worthy, 
and this is the Occaſion of my Trouble. Her Husband brought ſeye. 
ral Motives to ſettle her, and above all, that God in due Time, 
would hear her Prayer. As for Mary, the Mother-in-Law, fhe 
was not able to contain her felf for Joy: O Daughter (ſaid ſhe to 
Agatha) What ſhall I render to God for ſo great a Mercy] To be ſure 
be mindful of you in Heaven, in the mean While take Courage, 
and believe that God will hear your Prayer. 

Agatha being retir'd, the Mother and Son fell on their Knees 
and pray'd till the Officers came to lead them to Execution. Be- 
ing arriv'd at the Place, James bow'd down to embrace the Stake, 
made ſeveral Acts of Contrition, ſaid the Creed, and as the Fire 
kindled enton'd the Pſalm, Laudate Dominum omnes Gentes, and ſo 
dy'd. | 

"His Mother who ſtood at ſome Diſtance off, knelt down, and 
the Executioner immediatly ſtruck off her Head, being at the 
Age of 65 Years. Her Body was conſum'd in the Fire with her 
Son's, and the Aſhes thrown into the Sea. 

Some Days after, James appear'd to one of his Friends, and 
calling him by his Name, faid, Every thing hath an End, all as you 
ſee is Vanity: Why then, dear Friend, do you not think of your Sal- 
vation, and provide for Eternity? And ſo diſappear'd. The poor 
Man frighten'd with the Viſion, went Home penſive and fad, 
his Wife going into his Chamber, found him on his Knees, 
and ſurpris'd at the Change, he acquainted her with what he 
had heard and ſeen. 


& 

James In the mean while, Agatha liv'd diſconſolate with her three 
three Chil-Jittle Orphans, and to compleat her Misfortune, the Yogune 
dren end gave Orders, that the three Children ſhould loſe their Heads, as 


Leo their 
Grand-F 


put 10 
Death. 


Tranſgreſſors of his Imperial Laws. 

The Mother bore the Croſs with generous Conſtancy, com- 
forting her ſelf with the Thoughts of their future Happineſs. 
All her Trouble was, that ſhe could not bear them Company : 
IWhy (faid ſhe to the Soldiers) do 2 ſpare me? Why to cut off the 
Children and ſpare me that brought them into the World : Is it nat 
cuſtomary in Japan to put the Wife to Death with ber Husband, and 
the Mot her with her Children? If be innocent, why do they murther 
my Children ? And if I am criminal, why will they ſpare me ? 

After this pious Expoſtulation, ſhe reſign'd her ſelf to God's 
Will, and made a Sacrifice of theſe innocent Victims, dearer to 
her than her own Life. The eldeſt call'd John was Nine Years 


of 
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of Age, Michael Five, and. Ignatius yet younger. This little in- 
nocent happen'd to be playing abroad, when the Soldiers came 
to ſeek for him: Being then told that he muſt die, ſtupendious 
Miracle“ He went ftreight Home without the leaſt Surpriſe, 
and taking the Beads in his Hand, fell a praying on his Knees. 
Preſently after, being dreſs'd in their belt Cloaths, they took 
Leave of their Mother, and march'd out to Execution. 

Ignatius had a certain Sweetneſs in his Countenance, which 
drew the Eyes of all the Company upon him, inſomuch that he 
look'd like an Angel in human Shape. Agatha curious to ſee 
them walk, march'd behind at ſome little Diſtance, but being 
forc'd to retire, ſhe kiſs'd them, and earneſtly exhorted them to 
die conſtantly for Jeſus Chriſt. 

Being come to the Place of Execution, they fell on their 
Knees. The eldeſt Son looſen'd the Collar of his Coat, and 
jyning his Hands, he fix'd his Eyes on Heaven, in that mean 
Time, the Executioner ſtepp'd up, and with a trembling Hand, 
let fly at his Head, repeating his Blow a ſecond and third Time, 
till he hack'd it offt. ” 

Michael and Ignatius look'd on all the while, without the leaſt 
Concern. In the mean Time, the Executioner made up to 
Michael, and ſtruck twice before he cut off his Head, there 
now only remain'd little 1gnatius, who ſtood like a Lamb rea- 
dy for the Slaughter, which ſtruck the Executioner with ſuch a 
Terrour, that he had hardly Heart to do his Office. In Effect, 
| he ſtruck three Times before the Head fell to the Ground, 
which provok'd the People to that Degree, that they would 
certainly have cut him to Pieces, if the Judge had not inter- 
pos' d. Thus died James Cuſioie with his Mother and three 
Children. g | 

lmmediatly after theſe Children, follow'd Leo Finatu Taſuque, 
their Grandfather by the Mother's Side. He was a Chriſtian 
of try'd Virtue, and Proof againſt all Misfortunes. He faſted 
thrice a Week, and did many other Penances beſides conſtant 
and daily Prayer. James his Son-in-Law being taken Priſoner, 
he prepar'd himſelf for Death by new Auſterities and Faſts, and 


| when his three Children went to Execution, he accompany'd 
them to the Street-Gate, ſaying, Dear Children be mindful of me in 
N Paradiſe. 


Being retir'd to his Prayers, he overheard People ſaying, Xl, 
ö %% Agatha who heard the ſame Noiſe, believing they ſought 
for her, went out to the Multitude and preſented her ſelf, but 
: it was not the Lady they ſought for. Madam (ſaid they) its 
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not you, but your Father Leo me. ſeek after. The good old Man 
hearing himſelf nam'd, roſe immediatly and went to meet them. 
The Soldiers laid hold on him; and offer'd to bind him, Wirth 
all my Heart (reply'd the Old Man) but your Cords are not frong 


enough, going then to his Chamber, he brought down Iron Chains, 
- ſaying, Theſe will do better than yours. With that they led him 


to Execution, in Order to ſuffer with his Grandſons, and there 
beheaded him, after that he had ſeen the Children murtherq 
in his Sight. 

Agatha liv'd now all alone, for the Daughter was taken from 
her, a Torment above Death it ſelf. This Tragedy was exhi. 
bited at Nangaſaqui, in the Year 1630. It's uncertain what be- 
came of her afterwards, for the Perfecution was then fo hot, 
that the Jeſuits cou'd neither write into Europe, nor inform them. 
ſelves of what happen'd in the Conutry. | 


3 In November, 1629, they ſeiz'd on ſeventy three Chriſtians for 


ſti ans mar- harbouring the Religious, and committed them to the Priſons 
5 O. of Omura. Father Iſcida (whoſe Martyrdom we recounted above) 


mura, 


being Priſoner there at the ſame Time, help'd much to eaſe the 
Trouble of their Confinement. He confeſs'd them ſeveral Times, 
and ſpoke ſo forcibly of the Honour, and Happineſs of dying 
for Chriſt, that they long'd impatiently to be ty'd to the Stake. 
After a Years Confinement in this Dungeon, on the 28th of 
September, 1630, Orders were ſent from Court, to burn all ſach 
as had harbour'd the Religious, and to behead the Reſt. 

Omorondono's Men, to whom this Commiſſion belong'd, preſsd 
earneſtly to have them renounce Chriſt and fave their Lives, but 
they one and all proteſted againſt it. 

They prepar'd twenty Stakes, and ty'd two of them to each, 


and amongſt the Reſt a Woman big with Child. So ſoon 


as the Fire was lighted, there roſe a thick black Smoak, which 
cover'd them from the People's Sight, but at the ſame Time, the 
ſacred Names of Jeſus and Mary eccho'd again from the Hills. 
Not long after as the Fire clear'd they all were ſeen and heard 


too, animating one another to Conſtaney, and praiſing Al- 


mighty God to their laſt Breath. 

One of this Number had renounc'd the Faith two Years 
before with the Fear of Tormeats, but continuing afterwards 
in his wonted Offices of Charity, and harbouring the noor Re- 
#21008, it's probable God took Pity on him on this Account, 
jar being ſeiz'd and preſented before the Toxo he repair'd his 
Fault by a glorious Confeſſion of his Faith, proteſting he was 
ready to ſufler all the Torments, that helliſh Art can invent, to 

make 
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make Attonement for his late Apoſtacy, with that, the Too com- 
manded the" Soldiers to cover his naked Body with Straw, and 
ſt Fire to it, as alſo to. beat him on the Head, and being yet 
alive, they ty'd him to a Stake, and burnt him with the other 
Martyrs. Thus God in his great Mercy was pleas'd to change 


eternal Flames (due to him by his wicked Apoſtacy) into a Fire 


of Straw, which laſted not paſt a Minute's Space. 0 


Of theſe ſeventy three who were condemn d, to ſuffer, forty + 


one were burnt alive, twenty nine beheaded, and three pierc'd 
thro? with Launces. One Chriſtopher, a young Man of Twenty 
Years of Age, ſeeing the Executioner advance towards him with 


CLIS 


his Launce, ſtretch'd out his Arms and open'd his Breaſt to re- 


ceive the Stroak. 


Some perchance may be curious to know the Names and Coun- Ine vanes 
tries of theſe glorious Saints, as being but reaſonable to preſerve of thoſe 


the Memory of ſuch noble Champions, and upon this Score 0. ſuf- 


have ſet them down in the Order and Method as follows. 


Of the Kingdom of Mie. 


Lewis: Gouzaiemon, beheaded for his Faith. 
Michael Xiquiſuque his Son, burnt for harbouring Father Francs: 
Martha his Wife, burnt. | 
Lewis Guie mon, burnt for conveying the Ship from Aſie, with the 
ſaid Father Francis on Board. 
Paul, Michael and his Children beheaded. 
Michael Feiſacu, Thomas Jaquichi, John Cambroye, all beheaded for 
rowing in the ſaid Ship. | 
Simon Ifioye, burnt for harbouring Father Vincent. 
Grace his Wife, and John their Son beheaded. 
tr r Faxichiro, burnt for carrying Father Vincent on Board 
1s Ship. | 
Magdalen his Wife, burnt big with Child. <3 
cn _ and Peter Tranſuqui beheaded for rowing in the 
id Ship. | | 


Of Caxiama. 


Michael Tifioye, and his Wife Mary burnt. : | 
—_ Guguzo, and his Wife Ruffina, barnt, and their Son 
cheaded. 
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Of Coye. 


Peter Xinyemon, beheaded for accompanying Father Bennet Fey- 
zandez in his Miſſions. | 

Anthony Miſſuque, burnt for aſliſting a Frier. 

Cat henne his Wife burat. 

Jom Magoxichi and Lewis Jenqui their Children, beheaded. 

Lewis "Sa burnt for harbouring the ſaid Father in his 
Houle. 


Of Tegauma. 


Michael Mogozaimen, burnt for lodging Father Bennet Fernandez. 

Alſo Mary his Wife, burat, and their Son beheaded. 

Ignatius Suquez.aiamon, and Dominick Iryemon, beheaded for being 
Guide to the ſaid Father. 


Of Nagata. 


Dominick Cofioye, and Mary his Wife, burnt for harbouring Fa- 
ther Fernaudex, and their Son beheaded. . - 


Of Caroſaqui. © 


James Ficoyzayemon, and Mary his Wife, burnt on the ſame 
Account, and Alexius their Son, beheaded. | 


Of Kito. 5 
John Cavire, and Jane his Wife, burnt on the fame Account. 


Chriſtopher Quifici, pierc'd through with a Launce, for rowing 
the ſaid Fathers in the Boat. | | 


Of the Iſland Iiæima. 


John Fioyemon, burnt for harbouring Father 2 Iſcida. Alſo 
Ruffina his Wife burnt, and Fiquiochi their Son beheaded. 


Of the Iſland Toni xima. 


Martin Cumbo, burnt for harbouring the Religious, Peter Jeyemon, 
Peter Canſuque, and Mary his Wife, burnt on the ſame Account, 
and Paul their Son, for aſſiſting Father Vincent. Ot 
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Of Socaco. 
Gregory Rocuyemon, and Margaret his Wife, burnt on the ſame Ac- 
count, Michael and Dominick their Sons, beheaded. 


| a e Caocuchi. 
Michael Biſuque, and Clare his Wife, burnt for harbouring Father 
Fernandet. | 
Of Iquiriqui. 


Dominick Tofioye, and Magdalen his Wife, burnt for treating with 
Father Bartholomew, as alſo for permitting their Children to 
ſerve the ſaid Father in Quality of Catechiſts, moreover Quivyoro 
their Son, burnt for concealing Father Gabriel. | 

Thomas Nizo, burnt for ſerving the ſaid Father by Way of 


Guide. | 
Of Motog ama. 


Peter, Magdalen his Wife, and three of their Children, behead- 
ed for harbouring the Religious. 


Of Urogams. 


Michael 3 and Iſabella his Wife, burnt for harbduring 
Father Bartholomew. - 
Paul his Son, and one of his Brothers beheaded. 
The Perſecution was ſo hot, that it's impoſſible to learn any 
Particulars of their Lives. 


J 


Bugendono Governour of Tacacu who was then at Court, hear- The Chri- 
ing that the Jeſuits in his Abſence had reclaim'd ſeveral thou- ſtians of 
ſand Apoſtats, as alſo that Father Guttieres was ſeiz'd at Jſafas, 2 4 
gave Orders to his Lieutenants to renew the Perſecution againſt he the 
the Chriſtians, and to extirpate that Religion (if poſlible) out ib. 
of his States. 

The Soldiers upon theſe Orders, ſearch'd every Houſe, and 
Father Matthew Cauros, Provincial of the Society, narrowly el- 
cap'd being taken. This Father believing it neceſſary for the 
Good of the Church and the Society to preſerve himſelf, lay 
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hid in a Conveyance betwixt two Walls, this notwithſtanding; | 
the Soldiers broke into the Place, and yet what's ſtrange, never 
diſcern'd him. Not long after, he fell dangerouſly ill, and no- 
thing to relieve him in this Condition, but what came immediat] 
from God who was pleas'd to preſerve his Life for more glo- 
rious Combats, as we ſhall ſee in the proper Place. Anthon 

i Giarmon alſo his Companion being then at Sea, they purſu'd 
him ſo cloſe, that he was forc'd to land, and retire into a Cave, 
where he continu'd for a long. Time. | - ; 

Bugendono being return'd Home, commanded all the Chriſti: 
ens within his juriſdiction, to worſhip the Idols. Upon theſe 
Orders, the poor Chriſtians were haub'd from all Parts to the 
Pagods, and ſuch as refus'd to worſhip, tormented after a moſt 
barbarous Manner. Several for Fear of Torments ſurrendred 
at Diſcretion, but however three hundred ſtood firm and con- 
ſtant, proteſting they would rather die than adore De- 
vils. | . 

cw kind The Tyrant diſcharg'd his Fury, chiefly on theſe laſt : Be- 

13 ſides the Torment of Water and twiſted Cords (as above) he 

tid on the Càus'd hollow Reeds to be fill'd with Sulphur, Wormwood and 

Chriſtians, other Noiſom ſmoaky Stuff, and ſetting theſe on Fire at one 

End, they apply'd the other to the Martyrs Noſes, by which 

Means the Smoak fum'd up to their Heads, till they fel} down 

on their Faces in fainting Fits, and half burat beſides. More- 

over, they bor'd others in the Body with ſharp hollow Reeds, 
and tore both Skin and Fleſh out with this barbarous Inſtru- 
ment. They apply'd alſo flaming Torches to their naked Skins, 
and turning them in the Air, by Neck and. Heels, beat their 

Bodies with knotty Sticks, till they fainted under the Tor- 

ments. | 

To terrify the Women, they roſted their Children before 

their Eyes, and the Tears and Cries of theſe little Innocents, 
pierc'd the Mothers Hearts. Moreover, they drew Circles on 
the Ground, and in theſe the Chriſtians were to ſtand, with 
their Feet cloſe, their Arms in Form of a Croſs, and a Piece 
of Wood about two Foot long betwixt their Teeth, and this 
on Pain of being treated as Apoſtates, in Caſe they let the 
foreſaid Wood fall to the Ground. : 

They invented alſo other Torments, more cruel than the 

former, as we ſhall ſee in the Sequel of this Hiſtory. Amongſt 
theſe glorious Martyrs, there was an honourable Matron, that 

diſtinguiſh'd her ſelf on this Occaſion: She had with her a 

Daughter of 13 years of Age, as alſo a Daughter-in-Law, with a 


little 
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little one at her Breaſt. The Tyrant, after ſeveral Devices to 
make her renounce the Faith, turn'd her over to the Soldiers 
to be tormented. They ſtuck then pointed Reeds into her Fleſh, 
turn'd vaſt Quantities of Water into her Stomach, and tram- 
pling on her Belly with their Feet, forc'd it out again withBlood. 
The Daughter-in-Law who was there preſent, refuſing alſo 
to comply, with their impious Deſires, they took the Infant out 
of her Arms, and daſh'd the Head on't againſt the Mother's 
Face, which however did not make the leaſt Impreſſion on her 


conſtant Mind. 

The Executioners mad to ſee themſelves overcome by feeble 
Women, laid Hands on the Daughter, and exercis'd all Man- 
ner of Cruelties on her, for Inſtance, they fill'd her up with 
Water, and preſs'd it out again with Blood, they prick'd her 
Body in ſeveral Places with ſharp pointed Reeds, they apply'd 
a green Reed hot out of the Fire to her Fleſh, ſcorch'd all her 
Body with lighted Faggots, ſteep'd Reeds in Brimſtone, and 
thruſt them into her Ears and Noſe, in ſhort, finding her ſtill 
conſtant, and inflexible they dragg'd her about the Room, and 
ſo left her for that Time, with Intention to remove her to 
Ximabara. | 


The Tyrant finding the Parents Proof againſt all his Aſ- Strange 


ſaults, and that the very Children too, by their Example, Cehles 
ſtood firm and conſtant in their Belief, chang'd the Batteries, — 3 


and by a Diabolical Invention, reſolv'd to debauch the Parents 
by Compaſſion on their Children, and to corrupt theſe by 
their ill Example, which in Concluſion took Effect. Having 
then aſſembl'd ſeveral Boys, betwixt eleven and twelve Years 
of Age, he threaten'd to put them on the Torture, unleſs 
they wou'd call upon the Camis and Fotoques, The Children 
anſwer'd with a general Conſent, we adore Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him only we will ſerve. With that, the Soldiers flead their 
Hands before their Parents Eyes, and laying them on hot 
Coals, proteſted they wou'd take it for a diſtinctive Sign of 
Complyance, in Caſe they mov'd out of the Place. Some 
endur'd the Torment to the laſt, and others again drew off, ſay- 
ing: I am a Chriſtian, I renounce the Camis and Fotoques. 

To ſome alſo, they gave hot Coals to hold in their Hands, 
ſaying they wou'd ceaſe to be Chriſtans, if they let them 
fall. And what's ſtupendious, there was not one that yielded 
under this Torment, moreover they never let go their Hold, 
"till the Tyrant himſelf gave the Sign. Amongſt the Reſt, 


there was one only five, or ſix Years of Age, whom they 
tox- 
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formented by Fire, and Sword, the whole Night through. One 
of the Company, mov'd with Compaſſion at his Sufferings, gave 
him a dryed Figg, the Child going to Eat it, the Executioner 
held his Hand, ſaying, he ſhou'd not taſte it unleſs he wou'd 
renounce the Faith; the Child made no Reply, and flung the 
Figg in his Face. They led him afterwards to Ximabara, 
where amongſt other Torments, they tore off his Fleſh with 
hot Pincers, and cut off his Lip, becauſe he wou'd not ſay 
theſe Words, I renounce the Faith. 

They uſed all the Reſt. after the ſame Manner, and few or 
none yielded under the Pains, but what's deplorable, the Parents 
betwixt a natural Compaſſion of their Childrens Misfortune, 
and dread of experiencing the ſame Torments themſelves, moſt 
of them fell, and the Children follow'd their Example. By this 
Means, of 280 Perſons who till this Time had behav'd them- 
ſelves with ſo much Conſtancy, only 50 perſever'd, the, Reſt 
all ſurrender'd, and left their. Colours. 

Bugendono tranſported with the late Succeſs, reſolv'd to purſue 
his Point; to this End, he order'd the fifty Priſoners to be 
ſhipped off to Ximabara, promiſing himſelf, to force them out 
of their Religion by dint of Torments. 


Fifty or- They arriv'd there on the 23 of May, 1630, and next 


mented at Morning were conducted thro? the Town, to an open Plain 


Ximaba- 
ra. 


near the Sea-Side, where they deſign'd to execute the Chief 
of them, for a Terrour to the Reſt; viz Thomas Quichibioye, 
Paul Nagata, Leonard Sacuzaiemon, John Gonzaiemon, Tenixo 
Dions, a Lady of Quality calld Mary, and Paul's Wife, a Wo- 


- man near fourſcore Years of Age. The Tyrant was ſo incens'd 


againſt theſe four laſt in particular, that he reſolv'd not to 
ſpare them, tho' they ſhou'd renounce the Faith. 

In this great Plain were 7 Pits, three Polms deep, and 6 
in Circumference about two Yards Diſtance from each other. 
In each of theſe, they planted two Stakes croſwiſe for the 
Patients to fit on, and in this Manner they ſhut up their 
Heads in the Pits, betwixt two halt Circles of Wood, which 
were faſten'd on the out {ide with Iron-Bolts, the other Chri- 
ſtians ſtanding by to contemplate their Sufferings. 

All being ready for the Purpoſe, Bugendono (the firſt Author 
of this Invention) came up himſelf to aſſiſt at the Tryal: 
They began with LZeonard,a ſubſtantial Freeman of Arie, whom 
the Tyrant particularly hated, in Regard he had given one of 
the Governours the Lye, for ſaying, he had renounCd the Faith. 


Jo be reveng'd on him then for this Anſwer (which they 3 
3 pleas 
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pleasꝰd to call inſolent) he commanded them to ſaw off his Right. 
Arm, and this was done too after a moſt barbarous Manner. 
Firſt of all they put him in the Pit, and then made the firſt * 
Inſciſion with an Iron Saw. The Wound being now open, they *© 
applyed a wooden one, made of thick Reeds, and this deſign- 
edly to prolong his Torment. They treated the other Men 
and Women alſo, after the ſame Manner. But what's moſt 
terrible, this Operation continu'd ſeven Days together, and 
falt thrown continually into the Wound, during the whole 
Time, and Phyſicians at Hand with Cordials, to recover them 
as they fainted in the Torments. 

The other Chriſtians, whom they pretended to terrify by 
theſe Tortures, not making any Shew of ſurrender, they moun- 
ted them on ſharp wooden Horſes, with Ropes tyed croſs 
their Mouths, to hinder them from ſpeaking, and conducted 
them in this Manner, through the, Town, with loud Huzza's, 
crying as they dropp'd off: . he's fallen, he's fallen, meaning he 
renounc'd his Faith. 3 

After this ignominious March, they tormented them each 
apart, blowing Brimſtone up their Noſtrils, pricking their 
Fleſh with ſharp Reeds, burning them with Firebrands, tun- 
ning in Water, and prefling it out with Blood. What's 
obſervable, theſe Torments all follow'd one upon the Neck of 
another, as one ended, an other began. To conquer in the 
frſt Heats of Combat is leſs ſtrange, but- as our natural Force 
is bounderd and limited, long and violent Pain, tames the 
moſt refolute Hearts. 3 | h 

This was their Caſe, Courage at laſt fail'd, and every Man 
of them ſuffer'd Shipwrack in the Faith, beſides one young | 
Gentleman of Conga. Five of thoſe that ſuffer'd the Torment 
of the Pit for four Days together, yielded upon the fifth, 
and laſt of all, Paul of Nagata a Man of eighty three Years 
of Age. A deplorable Fall! in regard of the Loſs of ſo 
many Souls, and the ill Example to the Chriſtians of Ja- 

an. | 52 
: Thomas Quichibroie, a principle and zealous Chriſtian of 
Aria, remain'd alone in the Field, conſtant and immoveable 
to the laſt, What's moſt of all he ſhew'd ſuch Alacrity and 
Cheeerfullneſs in his Torments, that Bugendono confeſs'd he was 
the only Man in Tacacu, that deſerv'd the Title of Brave. 
One of the Company ſecing him ſo unconcern'd, ſtept up, 
and ask'd if he felt any Pain? Very certainly (reply'd Thomas) 
but the Cauſe I ſuffer for, and the Thoughts of eternal Recompence, 
repleniſh my Soul with Foy. On 
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On the 31ſt of May, 1630, Thomas yielded up his Soul to 
God, and went victorious to Heaven. They were ſeven Days, 
in ſawing off his Neck with a wooden Saw, and by Report 
of thoſe that were preſent, the Head had the ſame Serenity 
and Sweetneſs, as formerly in his Life Time. 

They took the other ſix out of the Pit, and FJenixiro Dien: 


with two Women, were releas'd. But as for Paul, Leonard, 


and John, the Tyrant order'd them all three to be beheaded, 
tho' they had renounc'd the Faith. One of Thomar's Children, 
who was preſent when his Father expir'd, carry'd the News, 
exhorting them to repair their Fault by a glorious Confeſſion of 
their Faith, for Death every Way was inevitable. 

They all three follow'd his Advice, and probably God (for 
whoſe Sake they had ſuffer'd ſo much) would not let them pe. 
riſn. In Effect he inſpir'd them with ſo lively Repentance for 
their Fault, that they all three profeſs'd themſelves Chriſtians, 
proteſting they would waſh out the Stain with their Blood, 


Leonard alſo retracted what he had ſaid, declaring he would 


Five Apo- 
Hates ac- 
knowledge 


not change his Religion to ſave his Life; with that they ſtruck 
off their Heads, and burnt their Bodies to Aſhes, which after- 
wards were thrown into the Sea. As for Clare, ſhe died ſome 
Days after of her Wounds, and if we may credit thoſe who 
ſtood by her when ſhe renounc'd the Faith, her Brain was turn'd 
with the Violence of the Pain, and all her Senſes perfectly 
drown'd which never return'd to her laſt Breath. | 

The Tyrant Bugendono was infinitly tranſported with theſe 
ViRories over the Chriſtians, but at the ſame Time two Things 


eh-ir Fun check'd this Joy - One, becauſe five of thoſe (who for Fear 


end die 
Martyrs. 


of Torments had apoſtatiz'd) became penitent for their Fault, 
and died couragiouſly in the Pit, where the Executioners were 
five Days in ſawing off their Necks; and the other becauſe Fa- 
ther Matthew Cauros Provincial of the Jeſuits had eſcap'd out 
of his Hands, for he was eager to the laſt Degree of appre- 
hending theſe Religious, to force (as he faid) the Faith out 
of their Hearts, by his cruel Inventions. | 
This Monſter of Cruelty to ſatiate his bloody Paſſion, went 


himſelf to Nanoaſaqui, and his Deſign was to petition the Go- 


vernour for Leave to try his cruel Inventions on ſome of the 
Religious in his Priſons. But juſt Heaven ſtruck him at the 


ſame Time, like another Antiochus, and reveng'd on him the 


Blood of his Martyrs. 
He 
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He fell ſick upon the Journey, and tho? the Diſtemper prov'd 
only a Tertian Ague, and the Fits moderate, he immediatly 
loſt his Senſes, crying out like a Madman! See that Xoas of Arie, 
how he threatens me, take away thoſe Heads from my Bed- ſide. At 
the ſame Time, God ſtruck him with an incurable Wound, and 
yet the unfortunate Wretch, in Place of acknowledging his Fault, 
was heard to ſay more than once. Nothing troubles me but that the 
Chriſtians will rejoice at my Death, and ſay, Heaven bath chaſtid 
me for my Cruelties to them. However let them know, all is ſhort of 
what I deſign afterwards, in Caſe I recover my Health. 

Being arriv'd at Aimabara, where formerly he had tormented 
the Servants of God, he commanded by Sound of Trumpet, 
that whoever knew of Remedies for a Tertian Ague ſhould bring 
them to Court in writing forthwith. Upon theſe Orders, up- 
wards of two hundred came in immediatly, and he reſolv'd to 
try them all in one Day; ſaying fooliſhly to himſelf, if one wilt 
cure, altogether will do better. But theſe Remedies in Place of 
eaſing his Pains, heighten'd the Diſtemper to that Degree, 
that he did nothing but howl and roar like a wild Beaſt. 
Infine, finding himſelf upon the declining Hand, he was car- 


ried to Vngen Baths, where he formerly tortur'd the Martyrs, 


and fpecial Care was taken to temper the Waters; but this not- 
withſtanding, ſo ſoon as he ſtepp'd into the Bath, he roar'd out 
as if they had put him into the hotteſt Pool of all the Moun- 
tain. Turn out of the Company (he cry'd) for beſides the Heat of the 
Bath, I have a Fire within, that's ſufficient to ſet the Room in Flames. 
Then he complain'd (as before) of Multitudes of Heads that 
gnaſh'd their Teeth, and tormented him without Reſpit. In 
this Manner he died, and as there's too much Reaſon to fear, 
ſunk from the ſcalding Waters of Unger into the glowing Fur- 
naces of Hell, to weep and gnaſh his Teeth for all Eternity. 
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the Year 1631, died the great Perſecutor of the Church, 7he Xo- 
and Antichriſt of Japan, the Xogure. His Death to pre- Zune _— 
vent Tumults, and to frcure the Empire to his Son, was! dies 
kept private for ſome Time, but the ſame being pub- 
liſh'd afterwards, they made a moſt noble Funeral, and 
greater than yet was done for any of his Predeceſſors. 
His Son was left young, but lewd to the laſt Degree : He re- 
fus'd to marry, and for this Reaſon, becauſe being Son and 
Srandſon to two-Emperours, no Woman (as he pretended) was 
worthy. ef him, and upon the ſame Account, he took upon him 
the Title of Jo Xogure, that's to ſay, the Great Emperour. Having 
laid aſide the Thoughts of Marriage, he abandon'd himſelf 
to all Kind of Diſorders, which ſo waſted his Strength, that 
nothing was more look'd for, than a general Revolution in 
the Empire, in Regard there was none to ſucceed after his 
Rrr2 Death 
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Death by lineal Deſcent. Moreover, the Chriſtians cheriſh'd ei 
themſelves with the Hopes of ſeeing an End put to the Per- m 
ſecution, and a new Poſture of Affairs, but theſe Hopes were as 


ill grounded, as we ſhall ſee in the proper Place. 

It's a Saying of a holy Father, that it much redounded to the 
Honour of the Church, to have had Nero for her Enemy, as 
alſo, that the Approbation and Eſteem of ſuch a Man, who 
reliſt'd nothing that was good, wou'd have caſt a ſevere Re- 
flection upon her. The ſame may be ſaid of the To Xogune, he 
hated the Sanity of our Religion, and perſecuted it above 
any of his Predeceſſors. Others facrific'd the Sheep, he put the 
Paſtors to Death. The former declar'd War againſt Chriſtian 
Religion in Japan, but this latter extirpated it out of the Land. 
As our Relations from thoſe Parts came altogether from the 
Religious, and theſe moſt of them were put to Death, we have 
but tew Particulars of what happen'd in theſe latter Years. The 
Auſtins, Franciſcans and Dominicans were every Man cut off, and 
upwards of fourſcore of the Society of Feſus, inſomuch, that there 
now remain'd only fire of theſe Fathers in the whole Country, of 
whom we borrow'd what is here ſet down in the Sequel of 
this Hiſtory. 9 

New Tor- We begin with one Nicholas Keyan Tucunanga a Japonian. He 
wt tu was born in the Kingdom of 0e, and brought up under the 
gainſt +. Care of the Jeſuits till the Age of nineteen Years, at what Time 
Chriſtians. he enter'd into the Society. He was baniſh'd to Macao in China, 
in the Year 1614, and return'd aftewards in Diſguiſe to labour 
in the Vineyard. In the Year 1633, being ſurpris'd at gen, 
they tormented him in the Manner as follows. 

They ſunk a Pit, and in the Middle fet up a Gibbét, on 
which the Servant of God was. hung with his Head downward, 
and his Hands ty'd behind his Back. This:done,'thep 'closWup 
the Mouth of the Pit with two Planks (as: above) and ſhuffout 
the | Light, leaving him in this Manner without Mcatfor 
Drink. , - 770 0 0 40 & + 2 

Tho? this Torment may ſeem to us ſhort of the former, yet 
to thoſe that had Experience of both, it far exceeded all the 
Reſt. For the Entrals turning upon the Stomach, and the 
Blood beating downwards caus'd ſuch violent Contractions of 
the Nerves and Muſcles, that they were ready to burſt in 
Peices. The very Violence of the Poſture forc'd Blood out at 
Eyes, Ears, Noſe and Mouth; and being bound Hand and Foot, 
they had not Power to help themſelves. Add to this the Want 
of Food, and long Continuance, which ** 

— : eight 
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eight Days together. This is certain, none of the Torments 
made ſo many Apoſtates, and therefore it was generally in Uﬀ, 
25 was alſo that of Water. | FF0T7J a1 
Brother Xeyar liv'd three Days in the Pit, without any Eaſe 
or Reſpit. The Guards queſtioning him one Day if he felt no 
Pain? He anſwer'd, Nothing troubles me but that I can't convert 
the Emperour of Japan. On the fourth Day he expir'd, being 
threeſcore and three Years of Age, of which he liv'd forty five 
in the Society. It's held for certain, that the Bleſſed Virgin 
aſſiſted him in the Torment, for having found a Veſſel of Was 
ter in the Pit after his Death, the People were induc'd to be- 
leive that this Was ſent him by Way of Refreſhment: from the 


Mother of God: 


* 
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Jeſus,, and Native of ino was burnt alive for the Faith at Dent 

Nangaſaqui, moreover, Father Francis Baulding of the ſlime So- Gina 

ciety, a Perſon eminent for Erudition and 3 being re- and other. 
of. meer Hard- Feſuitse. 


turn'd in Diguiſe into the Country, died there 
ſhips and Labours. The Particulars are not known. 

We have a more full Account of the glorious Martyrdom 
of Father James Anthony Giarmon. He was born at Naples and 
and enter'd into the Society with the Hopes of ſhedding his 


Blood in Japan. It was the Hiſtory of theſe Martyrs Sufferings 


that inſpir'd. him with theſe Deſires, ſo much does it concern 
the Church to publiſh the Actions of her Saints. He earneſtly 
petition'd the General to make this glorious Campaign, and his 


Requeſt was granted. He arrivd at Japan in the Year 1606, 
and was ſent to Aima, where they kept they Bodies of ſuch as 


had ſuffer'd for the Faith. This holy Man enflam'd with the 


Deſire of Martyrdom, contemplated frequently theſe ſacred 


Relicks with Tears in his Eyes, praying that by their Inter- 
ceſſion, he might partake with them in the ſame Happi- 


neſs. 


1 always long'd for two Things, To preach the Goſpel in Japan, and 
to _ a Groſs The firſt Part is accompliſhd, God grant I may de- 
ſerve the latter for Love of him that died for me. Pm unworthy (I 
confeſs) of ſuch Mercy, it's to great an Honour to mount our Saviour s 


Throne, I ought rather to wiſh to be torn in a thouſand Pieces, however, 


1 truſt and confide in his Divine Bounty, for I live in à Place where 
Martyrs abound. Reverend Father, be plea#d to intercede for me to 


hs divine Majeſty, that my Prayer may be- heard. From Atima, 


the 20th of june. 
. F He. 


He wrote from Arima to Father Panonius in theſe Terms: 
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He liv'd 20 Years in. Japan, under extreme Hardſhips, lurking 
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in Grots and Caves, climbing up unacceſſable Mountains, lyi 


expos d to all Weathers, in Nakedneſs, Hunger and Thirſt, 


and this to aſſiſt the poor Chriſtians, in Time of Perſecution. 
Infine, he was ſeiz'd near Arima, and committed to Priſon, 
where he, continu'd for a long Time under many Hardſhips 
and Miſeries. ; So ſoon as his Sentence was paſs'd, they moun- 
ted him on Horſeback with his Hands and Feet bound, 
and conducted him in this Manner, thro*,the. Town of Arima, 
to the Pit, in which Torment he liv'd three Days. His 
Martyrdom fell on the 25th of Auguſt, being at the Age of 56 
Vears. | 1 | 
He had with him for Companion in his Labours and Suf. 


ferings, one Jahn Ridera his Catechiſt, who Was alſo taken with 
him, and died in the Pit upon the fourth Day: He was Ni- 
tive of Firando, and the Father admitted him into the Soti- 


ety in Priſon. This Japonian was follow'd by ſeveral .others, 
who after his Example gain'd a glorious Crown of Martyr- 


The firſt of theſe was one John Tama of Tzunocan, who after 
the late Baniſhment, travell'd ſeven Years together over Japan, 
to conſerve and increaſe the Flock of Jeſus Chriſt. In the 
Year 1629, being apprehended in Yoſcia, towards the Frontiers 
of the Empire, they conducted him to Fedo, where he conti- 
nv'd four Years in Priſon. Before his Execution, he call'd for 
Pen and Ink, and wrote an eloquent Diſcourſe, ſhewing there 
was no Salvation out of the Chriſtian Religion. The Paper 
being prefented to the Governour, he ſuſpended the Execution, 
and in that Interim, ſeveral conſiderable Perſons went to viſit 
him, and were baptiz'd. The Emperour inform'd of theſe 
Converſions,” order d the. Governour- to haſten the Execu- 
tion, and immediatly he was hung in the Pit, and there 
happily finih'd the Courſe of his Martyrdom Forty Se- 
ven Years from his firſt Admiſſion into the Socie- 
by. ; 
* others alſo were burat alive the ſame Year, viz. Brother 
Thomas Ricuan, Brother Lewss Cafucu, Brother Denis Yamamoto,.and 
Brother James Facuſcima. They were all four zealous Cate- 
chiſts, humble, deyout and mortify'd, to whom nothing was 
wanting but the Crown of Martyrdom,, which through God's 
great Mercy they obtain'd thus Year... .. RNs 
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Frequent mention hath been made in this Hiſtory: of Father Father | 


Bennet Fernandez, he was born in Portugal, being yet a Boy, Fa- 
ther Pirex (a Religious Man of eminent Virtue) tortold he would 


ran over the feveral Kingdoms of Omi, Mino, Iſci, Micava, 
Totomi, Suranga, Kanto, Sang ami, Muſaſci, Ovari and Fedo : It's 
not to be expreſs'd what he ſuffer'd in theſe Miſſions. Being 
generally look'd upon as the chief Support of Religion in 7a 
an, they ſearch'd after him continually, inſomuch, that he was 
forc'd to change Cloaths, and lye hid in Caves and Dens about 
Nagata, where he was ſeiz'd' afterwards and led in Triumph to 
„rr N 
Being preſented before the Governours Denſciro and Mataſu- 
yemor,, he fo charm'd them with his Sweetneſs, and Religious 
Comportment, that they were pleas'd to ſay, He was a Man 
of Quality and Senſe. However they preſs'd him earneſtly to 
renounce” the Faith: The Father upon this Motion, compo- 
ſing his Countenance, anſwer'd, He could not but wonder, that 
Perſons of their Rank, ſhould” offer. ſo mean and baſe Propoſals to & 
Man of Hanour, at they were pleas'd to call him. Then pulling 
out a Book of the Chriſtian Doctrine, he told them, he would 
ſeal the Truth of that Faith by enduring all the Torments they could' 
invent. The Governours tender'd upon the Propoſals, but fear- 
ing at the fame Time to incur the Emperour's Diſpleaſure, they 
condemn'd him to the Pit. bun am 20 Egan 261.3 
Father Paul Saito a Japonian: Jeſuit and Companion to Father 
Fernandet for Twenty Years paſt, was taken at the ſame Time, 
and condemn'd with him to the Pit. Father Fernandez, after 
Twenty fix Hours in the Torment, appearing to faint away, 
the Guards: brought him Cordials to drink, not out of Com- 
paſſion, but to prolong his Torment, intending to remove him 
to Ungen. As for Father Pad, he continu d ſeven Days in the 
Pit without Meat or Drink, and yet ſo ſtrong and vigorous, 
that the Guards were in Amaze at it. Going afterwards to ſee 
if he was dead, he deſir'd them not to diſturb his Reſt, for 

he would not die before Father Fru anden. 
On the ſeventh Day, which fell on the! 2d of Octob. 1633. 
Father Fernandez, (who was then in Priſon) ask d how Father 
Paul did, and whether he was yet alive? The Soldiers told 
him he was juſt upon the Point of expiring: I expected as much 
(ſaid he) and fixing his Eyes on Heaven, yeilded up his Soul 
| 1 1 TD 


/ 


Fernan- 
dez and o- 


be martyr'd in Japan. So ſoon as he was ordain'd Prieſt; they ther geſu- 
ſent him to that Miſſion, where he labour'd for Twenty Gove res — 
Years with wonderful Charity and Zeal. In the Year 1620, he Pealb. 
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to God, at the very Moment Father Paul expir'd in the pit. 
Their Bodies were both burnt, and the Aſhes thrown into the 
Sea. What's particular, when they carried the Bodies to be 
burat, the two Fathers were heard to ſalute one another, 
Fernandez, in Portugueſe, and Paul in Japoneze. And this Mira- 
cle is atteſted by the Heathens themſelves. _ 

Not long after the Death of theſe two Martyrs, they ſeiz'd 


John He- on Father John Acoſta, and conducted him to Nangaſaqui, where 
ros Aco he was condemn'd to the Pit. He was Native of Portugal, and 


ſta, and 


two other 


endued with ſingular Charity, Obedience, and Mortification, 


geſuittput They baniſh'd him out of Japan, with the Reſt, but ſuddaigly 
to Death. after he return'd again, and made himſelf a common Sailor to 


ſeal into the Country. It's not to be expreſs'd what he ſuſ- 
fer'd the nineteen Years he liv'd in Japan. In all his Miſſions 
he ſpent the Nights in Fields, Deſerts and Caves as he light 
on, and liv'd on Roots and Herbs as he found. He lay nine 
Days in a Well, and had Meat let down to him by a Rope. 
Ja the Year 1629, being cloſely purſu'd by the Soldiers, he 
was forc'd to retire into the Deſert, and hide himſelf in a 
Ditch cover'd with Briers, and nothing to defend him againſt 
the Cold and other Hardſhips, but, a thin Coat, and a little 
Rice and Water which was brought him from Time to- Time 
dy one of the Chriſtians. The Soldiers wearied with ſo longa 
ee withdrew, and the Chriſtians with much ado brought him 
Our allve. | Me a 5 

.So ſoon as he recover'd, he renew'd his Works of Charity 
in the Kingdom of Szo, and in theſe good Offices he was ta- 
ken, led to Nangaſqui, and there condemn'd to the Pit. He 
met on the Road with a Japonian, who either out of real or 
feign'd Devotion, begg'd fomething that belong'd to him. The 
Father modeſtly refuſing to gratify him in this Kind, the 
Japonian without more ado cut off the* Tip of his Ear, and 
preſented it reeking hot to a Portugueſe for a Relick. The 
Father liv'd three Days in the Pit, and ſo expir'd. His 
Martyrdom fell in the Year 1633, and the fifty eight of bis 
Age. Fans 

He had two other Brothers, Companions with him in his 
Torments: Father Sixtus Tocuun, and Brother Damien Fucaye, 


both Japonians. The firſt was brought up in the Jeſuits Se- 


minary, and after long Tryal in the Miſſions was ordain'd 


Prieſt. ' Being baniſh'd Fapan, and betray'd upon his Return, 


they condemn'd him to the Pit, where he liv'd four Days, and 
then expir'd, being at the Age of ſixty three Years, and forty 


three from his Admiſſion into the Society. He 
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Brother Damien, was Companion to the Provincial in his Mi. 
ſions, and one much admir'd for the Gift of Preaching. He was 
Native of Arima, and Heaven crown'd his Labours with a glo- 
rious Martyrdom in the Pit, on the gth of October 1633. 

Nine Days after appear'd on the Stage Father Julian Nicaura, Ide Mar- 
whoſe Birth, Virtue, Life and Death, illuſtrated the Church with urdom of 
2 glorious Martyrdom. He deſcended of the Blood Royal, and 2 
was near a Kin to the Kings of -Bungo, Arima, and Omura, Pe x 
who were all abſolute Princes before the late Revolution under the Blood 
the Emperour Taycoſama. Moreover, he was one of the four $94! and 
Embaſſadours from the three ſaid Princes, to render Obedience 2 ** 
to the holy Se. Upon their Return from Rome, they all four — 
enter'd into the Society, in the Year 1591. Father Julian at % Rome. 
that Time, was not full twenty Years of Age, but of ſo great 
a Soul, of ſo lively a Faith, and fo ardent Charity, that neither 
Entreaty of Friends, nor the Heat ef the Perſecution could di- 
vert his Thoughts, believing nothing was more honourable, 
than to die after the Example of Chriſt on 2 Gibbet. 

After three Vears Study in Divinity, they ordain'd him Prieſt, 
and ſent him into the Miſſion, where he labour'd with inde- 
fatigable Zeal. It was no little Surpriſe to ſee a Prince of his 
Rank and Quality, running barefoot about the Country, and 
ſtarving in Holes and Corners for Fear of Soldiers, who were 
daily in Purſait of him. He endur'd theſe and other Hard- 
ſhips for forty three Years, and gave infinite Proofs of his 
profound Humility and other Virtues. Being ſurpris'd at Cocune, 
they conducted him in Chains to Nangaſaqui, where all Arts 
were us'd to make him conform to the Religion of the Coun- 
try. The Governours put him in Mind of the Glory and Qua- 
lity of his Anceſtors, conjuring him to do nothing unbecoming 
himſelf. The Father made them an admirable Diſcourſe, touch- 
ing the Sanity of our Religion, and Neceſſity of Salvation. 
He ſpoke of the Contempt of the World, with ſuch an Air of 
Majeſty, and ſo extoll'd, the Crowns which God had prepar'd 
in n for his Servants, that they could not but be 
mov'd. | 

But theſe wicked Miniſters fearing to incur the Princes Diſ- 
pleaſure, condemn'd him to the Pit. The Servant of God ren- 
der'd a thouſand Thanks to Heaven for ſo great a Bleſſing, 
believing himſelf more happy in deſcending alive into the Grave, 
than in dying on the Throne of his Anceſtors. He was ſeventy 
Years of Age, Going to Execution he publiſh'd every where as 
he paſs'd, that he was * the Kings of Japan bis 


Re- 
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. Relations ſent to Rome, and that he ſuffer'd willingly, to atteſt 
by his Death, the Sanctity of that Religion he profeſs d. T bey 
hung him (as uſual) with his Head downward in the Pit, where 
he liv'd four Days without Regard to the preſſing Inſtances of the 
| Soldiers, to return to the Worſhip of his Anceſtors, and hap- 
| pily accompliſh'd his Martyrdom. „ ein 
|- Four other He had four other Religious of the Society, Companions with 


Feſuites him in the ſame Death, viz. Father Matthew Adam, Father 
254-08 rs Anthony Sonſa, and two Brothers, Matthew and Peter. 
- Father Adam was Native of Sicily, and of a noble Family, 
He arriv'd at Japan in 1604, and was baniſh'd Ten Years after 
amongſt other Religious: But going over the. ſecond Time, 
he made himfelf Companion to Father Merom de Angelis, with 
whom he travell'd into the — of Fecingo, on the Northern 
Coufines of Japan, where they firſt preach'd the Goſpel and bap- 
tizd Thouſands of People. ER 
Three Years after being diſcover'd in the Kingdom of Oſciu, the 
Judge who had Notice of it, advis'd him by all Means to make 
his Eſcape before it came to the Toro's Ears. He march'd out 
then by Night, travelling over unacceſſible Mountains and vaſt 
Plains cover'd with Snow, and this to keep. his Patrons harm- 
lefs. Moreover, he ran infinit Hazards at Sea, for going to 
Meaco with Father Paciece, and the Ship bulging in the Storm, 
he eſcap'd by Miracle with his Life. By theſe 4abours and 
Hardfhips, Heaven prepar'd him for the Crown. of Martyr- 
Wo which he obtain'd at Nanga/aqui, in the Pit, at the Age 
of 59 Years. SOV. OS- COND 5 i 
The Second was Father Anthony Sonſa, a noble Portugueſe: 
This Servant of God being return'd from his Baniſhment, liv'd 
| five Years in a little Bark, coaſting about the Shoars in a 
| Seaman's Weed. Being ſeiz'd afterwards at Ozacs, they con- | 
| demn'd him to the Torment of the Water, and then remoy'd him 
| to Nangaſaqui, where he ſuffer'd in the Pit, after Nine Days 
| Torment. 
| On the ſame Day, and in the ſame Place, they put to 
| Death two Japonians, Peter and Matthew; both of them were 
1 train'd up in the Jeſuits Seminary, and accompany'd the Fa- | 
thers in their Miſſions. They were admitted into the Socie- | 
ty and made their Vows in Priſon, Which infpir'd them with | 
| fuch Alacrity and Cheerfulneſs, that they did not ſeem to be N 
concern'd at the Torments. ; 3 


o 
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"Ont the 39th of Ofeb. in the ſame Year, died in a Leer Hut, Ibs «d- 
Fither'' Marthew 'Cauros one of the ' moſt eminent Religious 34 % 
in his Time. He Was both at Lien, and obtain'd leave to.re- Fab 7 

turn with the EmbafſSdotirs'to the Haier. Marching afterwards Matthew 


on the Field of Battel to combat the Enemies of Religion, he Cauros 

left evety where evident Proofs of his invincible Patience and u, 

Charity, advancing from Place to Place like a valiant Captain, Ce wr 

to animate the Soldiers to Combat. He was nine Yeats Pro- 4dmini- 

vincial, and by,” Decree of the holy See adminiſtred theſtrator of 

Biſhoprick of r £0, HO CO SI 
One might fiff whole Volumes with his Advetifures and Suf-ſerriet. 

ferings for the holy Church. The Heathens believing the Flock 

would diſperſe pon the Shepherd's Death, dur k him cloſe 

both by Sea and Land, iuſomuch, that it was a Miracle he ef- 

cap'd. The Soldiers fürrounded the Houſe Where he lay hid, 

and he Was duce upon the Poltit of ſurretidring himſelf, if his 

Patrons. had not interpos d. e ee eee 

He barnt with an ardent Deſire of ſhedding his Blood, and 

upon Occaſions, was heard to expoſtulate with our Lord for 

refuſing him that Honour. Bat divine Providence appointed it 

otherwiſe, and would bave him reſemble in his Death the great 

Apaſtie of 746 bon hs perfeAly copy ia hs Life, 41d 

Being one Time at Fuximi, wearied and broken with Infirmities, 

and none there daring to harbour him, for Fear of the Soldiers, 

he reſoly d to preſent himſelf before the Governour. Id the 

mean Time up comes a Leþer, and courteouſly invites him to 

His Hut. The Servant of God accepted of the Invitation, 

ant went joyfully to this poor little Cabin. This was the E- 

bungen Palace Where the glorious Prelate, worn out with Yeats 

and Miſeries, fell ſick and died. All his Trouble was, that he 

could not end his Life on the Theatre of Honour, I mean the 

Fi of Tl on ri 1 
All theſe Miffoners and Apoſtolical Men (whoſe Combats , H 

aud Victoties we now recounted) died in the Year 1633. From of Faber 

this Time to the Year 40 I find nothing but eontinual Mar- Sebaſtian 

tyrdoms of japonlans thro” the ſeveral Provinces of the Empire. Viera and 

Some .Jefutts Alco diftinguiſh'd themſelves on this Occaſion, and Foe mate 

ry tarly* Father: Sebaſtien Viera a Man of try'd Vertue EF”. 
* nice. 5 Sh : WE. eee * | * | GEE i 1 

Aftet dope ſeyeril Tears in Japan, he was baniſh'd in the 

Year 1614, And 18 ſent to Rome to inform the Pope, and General 
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of the Society with the deplorable Condition of that once flou- 
| | 8882 riſhing 
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riſhing Church. His Holineſs Urban the VIII. receiv'd him with 
ſenſible Joys and could not hold from Tears to hear with what 
Alacrity. the Japonian._ Chriſtians ran to.Martyrdom, as is ſuf- 
ficiently, expreſs'd in his Breef to that Nation. As for the Fa- 
ther, he impower'd him to diſpenſe amongſt them the ſpiritual 


Treaſury of the Church, and by Way of Encouragement to 


n 
taten Pri- 
ſoner and 
40 A by the 
Xogune 
to Jedo. 


make him fight valiantly for the holy Faith, he declar'd, that 
if it prov'd his Lot to ſhed his Blood for Jeſus Chriſt, he would 
[enroll his Name, in the Catalogue of Martyrs. The Father 
proſtrating on his Rnees, receiv'd the Oracle with feeling Sa- 
tisfaction, as a Preſage of his future Happineſs. - . | 
Being return'd to the Indies he took the Way of the Phi. 
lippins, and arriv'd in Japan under the Diſguiſe of a Sailor, 
in the Year 1932. Immediatly upon his landing he proſtrated 


on his Knees and kiſsd the Ground, ſaying, Hec Regner 


mea in Sæculum Seculi, hic habitabo quoniam elegi eam, hac ef 
T oe Wee aber 
Before he had well given Account to the Fathers of his Ne- 
gociation at Rome, Report went about, that a Roman Prieſt (far 
ſo, they call'd them afterwards) was return'd from Furepe. Une- 
mondeno Governour of Nangaſaqui, and Nagata Governour of 
Arima jealous the Emperour might reflect upon them for Neg- 
ligence and Carelefneſs in their Office, ſet Guards round th 
Country, promiſing a Reward of five hundred Crowns to any 
that ſhould take him Prifoner. , Ee: 
In the mean Time, the Father being declar'd Provincial and 
conſtituted by the holy See Adminiſtrator of the Biſhoprick, was 
forc'd to be continually on the Progreſs in Order -to viſit the 


Flock committed to his Charge; however, as the Roads were 
laid with Soldiers he travell'd conſtantly by Night, and in Diſguiſe 


too, lodging for the moſt Part in wild Foreſts, and enchanted Pla- 
ces for all People avoided him, and durſt not ſo much as ſend 
him the common Neceſſaries of Life, for Fear of Torments. This 


notwithſtanding he enjoy'd a perfect State of Health, and Hea- 


ven by ſpecial Providence, was pleas'd to preſerve him for 
a Time, in Regard, of the preſſing Necellities of the Church. 
But the Guards being continually on the Search, and all Peo- 
ple queſtion'd on the Road, whether they ſaw a Man of ſuch 
Shape and Features (as they deſcrib'd, by Direction of thoſe 
who formerly had been acquainted with him) it was not poſ- 
ſible for him to eſcape. In Effect they diſcover'd him 4 a 
Boat near Oxaca, and led him ſtreight bound with Cords 
to Nang aſaqui. | | 8 | 


The 


roy — TE. hs © wes mmm, ms hn 1 


ww bes wt AH wt oo wo Xx tw{ and 


«ds Dna hk 1 > HH nb an hag wn 


=> «@ "+ ©» 


FE wr ww cd þF * © 


The Governour overjoy'd to have met with his Prey, diſ- 
patch'd a Meſſenger to Court with Advice, that the Roman was 
in Hold. In the mean Time, they remoy'd him from Nanga- 

us to Omura, and appointed Soldiers to keep Watch over 


Jag Day and Night. Five other Chriſtians who aſſiſted him 


in the Miſſion, were all ſeiz'd at the ſame Time. Paul who 
was one of the five, ſerving the Father at Maſs, ſaw the Blood 
in the Chalice boil and froth, which prov'd an Omen of his 
Martyrdom. He admitted them all five into the Society, and 
having been conſtant Companions in his Labours, they de- 
ſery'd to ſhare with him in the Crown of Martyrdom. 
The Emperour curious to hear News from Europe, order'd 
the Father to be brought to Jede. The holy Man had a fore- 
knowledge of it, and towards Do began to pack up his 
Luggage. The, Guards ſeeing him ſo buſie, ask'd the Meaning 
of it? And the Father told them, that within few Hours he 
muſt go for Jedo. Nothing at that Time ſeem'd jeſs probable 
than ſuch a Journey, }.infomach, that they could not hold 


from ſmiling to hear him talk in this Manner, but next Day 


when theſe Orders came from Court, all were amaz'd, and 
began to conceive a high Eſteem of his Vertue, looking upon 
him as a Prophet favour'd by Heaven with the — of 
future Rveats.. t tom l eee e 

Father Viera 5 arriv'd. at Jedo, with his five Compani- 
ons, put on the Habit of his Order, that this Weed at leaſt 
might ſupply the Want of Speech and bear Teſtimony of his 
Profeſſion and Charucter. They would not upon. any Terms 
admit him into the Emperour's Preſence, for by the Laws of 
the Country, whoever is honour'd with Audience of the Prince, 
muſt ipſo Fafo, be declar'd innocent, and ſet at Liberty. The 
To Xogune therefore deputed ſeveral Lords of his Court to go 
and take Account of him, of the Cuſtoms and Practices of 
Europe, Jnd by this Means the Father had the Opportunity of 
Preaching to them the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. For thus he writes 
to the Lord | Gonzales Silveria, from the Priſons of edo. 


His Nation (ſayshe) cart plead gym of the divine Law, for 
I have more than once preach'd it to them wit hall the Nicety, 
and Exattneſs imaginable. | preſented me before the Judges in 


my Caſſor and Cloak, and by this Dreſs they knew me to be one of 


the Fathers. Let them end Ignorance as they pleaſe, they are 
convinc'd in their . the Truth of our Religion, but they have 


no Mind to follow it, We are here twenty four Priſoners, 3 
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for. the holy Faith, and the reſt all Heat hens far Crimes and Mil. 
| demeaners. V pre ach the Goſpel to all, and ſtudy to edify them with our 
Lives and Converſation. The Koguns allows us every, Day 4 ſmall 
uantity of black Rice, with a little Salt and hot Water, but notwith- 
ſtanding. theſe Hardfhips and ill Accomodation, thro” the Mercy of God, 
1 enjoy a perfect State of Health. The Favours his divine Majeſty is 
pleas'd to ſhew us on this, Occaſion, are infinitly above what I can ex- 
preſs. Tho' I were to ſuffer all the Torments in the World toge- 
ther, I ſhould think them nothing in Reſpect of my infinit Obligation; 
to bis divine Bounty. His holy Name be bleſſed for ever, * that 
Poverty and Neceſſity we lie under. To conclude, I would not thange 
Condition with the greateſt Monarch of the Univerſe, —_ 


Your unworthy humble Servant 
_ and grateful Friend, * 


. * 
F Ul 
. , 1 


SEBASTIAN VIERA. 


In another Letter alſo from the ſame Priſons, to Don Yincent 
Tavareze, he writes as follows. Two Judges of this 25 City ſent 
for me to their Lodgings; I went thither in my Caſſas and Cloak, 
with my Hands ty'd to my Girdle. So ſoon as I cams into the Room, 
they order d the Soldiers to unty me, and led me into a private Apart- 
ment, where I cent inu d a long Time, before, the Company all met, 
which favour'd me with an Opportunity, of preaching, the Law of Feſus 
Chriſt. They appear d to be well ſatisfy'd with the Diſcourſe, and de- 
—— they nere ready to embrace the Faith f the Emperour mau d give 

After this Conference, the two Judge, withdrew and left me alone 
with the Guards, Soon after, in came two others, and led me into 
4 Cloſet, to enquire why 1 came to Japan agninſti the Emperour's Or- 
ders ? Whether I pretended to mate my ſelf. MAaſter of the, Empire! 
And what was the Law I preach'd ? I roy d Point by, Point, and they 
took my Anſwers in Writing, ſaying, the Law I preach'd was good, and 
thoſe that follow'd it good Men, tho the Xogune hated them, believi 
them morſe than Incendaries and Homicides, And thus. — the fir 
Examination. = Mn enz A e 

Three Days after, two mere Judges coming to the Priſon, order 4 
1 ſhould be 8 ra Court with 4 Gord about my Neck; and m Hands 
ty'd behind my Back, to contemplate there the Inſtruments o Cruelty, 
mhich were prepar d for Tormenting me. Then they commanded me in 
the Xogune's Name to leave my Religion, and brought in Pen and 
Ink to rake my Anſwer, which was as follows. Being 
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Bein ſuxty three Years of Age, and from my-firſt Entrance int the 
World, having veceiv'd ſuch infinit Favours from the great def 4 
ven and Earth, and on the contrary from the Togune, nothing but Chain 


L Priſons and Torments, it it not reaſonable I ſhould obey him before his di- l 
vine Majeſty. For the Reſt, let him do his worſt, and tor ment me as he 
pleaſes ;, neither Threats, nor Flatteries (tho he would give me the King- 


dom of Tens) ſhall induce me to change my Religion. And if you are 
curious to know my Reaſons, call for Pen and Ink, and PI ſer them down 
in writing. The Judges declar d 27 knew ns Reaſon for putting me to 
Death, vefides the Xogune' late Edict, and ſo withdrew to the Prince's 
0 beagle tne Pay SS 

wo Days after, t rougt me Fen aud Ink, deſwing I would ſet 
down in ſhare, what I bay to ſay, as 1 did, by a brief Ara of the Prin- 
cipal Myſteries of our Faith, from the Firſt Creation to the final Tudg- 
ment. The Paper mas carried to the Xogune, who upom Peruſal, ſeem d 
unvilling to proceed any farther with me, upon an Apprehenſion, that we 
might take Revenge on him in the other World, How can our Religion 
deſire 4 more glerious Conqueſt, than to make Tyrants tremble at the 
Voice of her Preachers ? It's now in mighty Credit at Court, all believe 
it holy, and a ſure Way to Salvation. 


Your very unworthy Servant 
SEBASTIAN VIER A, 
Priſoner for the Faith. 


To the two former I may add a third from the ſame Hand, as 
follows : Our fellow Priſoners here, are 1 to ſuffer chearfully any « 
Torments the Tyrant can invent. Probably our Time will not be long. 
In the mean while, I keep by me the Surplice your Ladyſhip preſented 
me with, to uſe on that ſolemn Day. Having preach d the Law of God 
both by Word and Writing, in the Xogune' Court, which in Effect was 
as much as to proclaim it thro the Empire, I have nothing dearer to me 
than my ſelf to ſacrifice to his divine Majeſty. For the Reſt, I ſpoke 
neither privatly nor in Diſguiſe, but in the open Streets, and in my Ha- 
25 too, known to all for a Prieſt and Religious Man of the Society of 

eſus. * | 
But what did not a little contribute to bring our Religion more into 
Iſteem, was, becauſe the Xogune ſent for ſo vile and contemptible 4 

Perſon as my ſelf, to preach it in bis Imperial City. And tho” & be 

a great Honour for mg to have exercis'd the Functions of an Apeſtle, 

in 
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in ſuch Manner as none' hath done'before me, ſince the Beginnin 
of the Perſecution, the Favour is owing entirely to his 11. Majeſty, 
_ that I had a thouſand Lives! I would ſacrifice them all for his 
April the 7th 1634. 


Theſe are what Letters I could find, of this holy Man, which 
ſeem'd neceſlary to inſert in this Place; both to ſhew his ge- 
nerous Reſolution, and to learn what paſt at Jede in his Time. 
But to return to the Text. | | 

The Xo- After he had finiſh'd the Work mention'd, which contain'd 
zune a ſhort AbſtraQ of our holy Faith, they carry'd it to the Xogune 
—_ and he was pleas'd to read it himſelf, in the Preſence of the 
Eube, Courtiers. What's remarkable he paugd ſeveral Times, and 
Papers, ſtood penſive, like one perplex'd in his Thoughts. Coming 

to the Point of Immortality of the Soul, he could not contain 
himſelf any longer. In very Deed (ſaid he) this European Bonze 
is a good Man, for being ſo candid in the Expoſition of his 
Myſteries, but if what he ſays here touching of the Immortality of 
the Soul, be true, as there is Reaſon to think, what will become of 
us poor miſerable Creatures? The Lords who were Preſent re- 
joyc'd extremely at theſe ſober Remarks of the Xogune, for 
they knew in their Conſcience, the Chriſtian Religion to be 
true, tho? at the ſame Time, none of them durſt embrace it, 
for Fear of incurring the Prince's Diſpleaſure. 

The young Prince was govern'd entirely by the Counſels 
and Direction of Oindono his Uncle, who without Queſtion was 

a Perſon of great Senſe and Experience. This unhappy Poli- 
tician obſerving his Nephew ſad and Melancholly, told him 
he could not but wonder at his Weakneſs to mind the Words 
of a poor miſerable Wretch, that came to ſeek Bread in Japan. 
This Roman (ſaid he) is plainly mad, and his Doftrine Diabolical, 
it does not become a Prince of your Rank, to leave the Religion of 
your Predeceſſors, in Favour of an Upſtart foreign Faith, taught and 
prattis'd differently amongſt the European Merchants themſelves ; the 
Roman Prieſts. are nothino but Spies, ſent over from the, Philippines, 
to diſpoſe your Subjects to a Revolt in Favour of the Spaniards. This 
was the Reaſon, that oblig'd your Grandfather, and Father, to . baniſh 
them out of Japan, and therefore 4s you tender your Crown, don't 
think of calling them back. 8 5 


The 
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The Prince being naturally timorous and inconſtant, and one 
that receiv'd his Uncle's Words as ſo many Oracles, order'd, 
that the Father ſhould be try'd immediatly, according to the 
Laws of the Country. In Effect, Proceſs was iſſu'd out, and 
upon the Hearing, they condemn'd him to die in the Pit. Soon 
after, they took him out of Priſon, and conducted him on Horſe- 
back to the Place of Execution, with a long Roll of Paper behind 
his Back, on which was ſet down the Cauſe for which he ſuffer d, 
_ OY Preaching the Chriſtian Religion, contrary to the Xogune's 
Eaitts. A 72 | 
Having conducted him in this Manner thro' the principal „er 
Streets of the Town, they hung him in the Pit with his five Com- — 
nions. What's particular, when the Executioners were tying ; 
im to the Stake, he told them they might do as they pleag'd, but 
he would die by Fire, and not in the Pit. In Effect, after hang- 
ing three Days, the Guards finding him yet alive, and his Com- 
panions dead, they kindled a Fire and burnt him at the Stake, 
This Martyrdom fell on the ſixth of June, 1634. | 
From this Time, to the Year 1636 we have no Account at De Cori. 
all from thoſe Parts. About this Time happen'd the Death of — 
that great Servant of God, Father James Tuks, of the Society fame 
of Jeſus, who for his ſtrange Manner of living, may be call'd Yuki. 
another Baptiſt. He was Native of Arie, and admitted into the 
Society in Conſideration of his great Charity and enflam'd Zeal of 
Souls. Having finiſh'd his Courſe of 13 184 and Divinity, 
they ordain'd him Prieſt, and ſent him into the Miſſion, where 
he wrought many and wonderful Converſions. He was baniſh'd. 
under Dayfuſama, with other Religious, but returning af- 
terwards in Diſguiſe, he traveld over moſt of the Country. As 
the People were all forbid on grievous Penalty to harbour any Miſ- 
ſioner, this holy Man, for Fear of expoſing his Patrons, liv'd | 
twenty Years together in Woods, and Foreſts, feeding on Herbs 
and wild Fruit, as they came next to Hand. Being taken after- 
wards at Nangaſaqui, they condemn'd him to the Pit, where he 
hung three Days, preaching and aſſerting the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt 
to his laſt Breath. He liv'd forty two Years in the Society, and 
died at the Age of ſixty two. : 
The following Year was famous for the Arrival of Father Ie wire- 
Francis Maſtrili, whoſe Life and Death ſhew'd how powerful St. 15 
Francis Xaverius is with God, and what Tenderneſs he expreſs'd f Fube: 
for his darling Church of Japan. I'm oblig'd to relate Part of Marcel- 
his Life, as now extant in Print by ſeveral Authors, and this lus Ma. 
partly to admire the bing of God, in the EPR of ſtrili. 
tt 1 
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Miracles which happen'd at his Death, and partly to lay open 
the Motives and Reaſons that induc'd, him to undertake this 
Miſſion. ets | | 

Father Francis Maſtrilli was born of an honourable Family, 
in Naples, he was call'd Marcellus in holy Baptiſm, but afterwards 
in Gratitude for the Fayour receiv'd, by the powerful Interceſ- 
ſion of St. Francis Xaverius, he choſe him for his Patron, and 
took the Name of Francs. I paſs over his Infancy and Youth, 
tho” many remarkable Things happen'd in both. Being call'd by 
Heaven to the Society of Jeſus, he ſet all Oppoſition afide of Fleſh 
and Blood, and enter'd into the Noviceſhip in 1618. 

He found even then a ſtrong Deſire in himſelf, to make the 
Voyage of the Indies, and begg'd Leave of the General to go 
thither with the next Miſſion. It ſeems as if God had given 
him a Revelation of his future Martyrdom, for ſeeing one Day, 
in Naples, a Sword-Cutler fourbouſhing the Blades, he call'd to 
his Companion and ſaid, this reminds me of a Sword, that one Day 
will cut off my Head, for the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt amongſt the Bar- 
bari ans. Having ended his Noviceſhip and finiſh'd the Courſe 
of his Philoſophy and Divinity, he pray'd Father General to 
give him Leave to go for Japan, with Father Sebaſtian Viera, 
who happen'd to be then at Rome in Quality of Procurator from 
thoſe Parts. The General readily granted his Requeſt, but the 
whole Deſign was defeated by his Relations, and after a Man- 
ner too, the moſt ſevere imaginable. Before he receiv'd holy 
Orders, nothing would ſerve them, but he muſt quit the Ha- 
dit, and marry to preſerve the Family. Upon this the young 
Man made a Vow before his Superiours never to leave the Or- 
der which he valu'd above all Things in the World. * 

Soon after he fell ſick, and the Diſtemper growing upon him, 
the Marquis his Brother (who was dead), appear'd frequently in 
a white Robe, as it were inviting him to a Voyage. Ar firſt, 
he imagin'd it to preſage his Death, but not long after it was 
plain he meant a Voyage to Japan, and this was evidently con- 
hrm'd by another Miracle, which I am next to ſpeak of. 
| About the End of the Year 1633, the Vice-Roy of Naples being 
| reſoly'd to celebrate the Feaſt of the Immaculate Conception with 
| Solemaity more than ordinary, caus'd four Altars to be ſet up 
| in his own Palace, and invited Father Maſtrilli to contribute wit 
his Ingenuity and Fancy to the Honour of the Feaſt. The Fa- 
ther overjoy'd to be employ'd in any thing that related to the 
| Mother of God, whom he honour'd from his Infancy, with par- 
ticulax Devotion, as believing that all Bleſſings were an to 
| m 
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him by her Means, repair'd immediatly to the Palace, and 


\ | 
en went in hand with the Altar, that fell to his Lot. | 
ils Towards the Evening, as he was giving Directions to the — famore | 
Workmen that nail'd up the Tapeſtry, a Hammer of two Pound 1 | 
v0 Weight ſlip'd out of the Man's Hands, or from his Belt, and cis Xave- | 
ds fell from a great Height, directly down upon the Fathers right rius. | 
l Temple. The Blow was fo violent, that it felPd him half dead | 
" to the Ground, and provok'd him to vomit, a dangerous Symp» il 
*. tom in theſe Caſes, if not mortal. He was taken up imme- i 
4 diatly and remov'd to the College. The Surgeons having prob'd 

ſh the Wound, found one Side of the. Head all Blood, and the 

Muſcle of the right Temple bruisd. | 

& But the Hurt, as appear'd two Days after, prov'd worſe 

0 than was imagin'd, for he was ſeiz'd with a Feaver, accompa- 

cn ny'd with a Heavineſs in the Head, and ſharp Pains on the 

Ps Side oppoſite to the Wound. Moreover, his Eyes were fix'd 

like one in a Rapture,. his Body grew numb, and his Fancy 

J rav'd, inſomuch that all gave him over for dead, and the ra- 


ther, becauſe the Air of Naples is generally mortal to all great 
Wounds. 77075 | | 
The Phyſicians upon a Conſultation, agreed the Diſtemper was 
infinitly hazardous if not incurable. Their Remedies it's true, 
at firſt had their deſir'd Effect, which afforded ſome little Hopes. 
But on the one and twentieth Day (which in their Opinion is 
often Critical) they poſitively deſpair'd of him. He fell into 
ſuch Weakneſs accompanied with acute Pains at the Stomach, 
that he could neither ſwallow, nor even open his Mouth. But 
what confirm'd them in this Judgment were violent Convulſ- 
ons and ContraQions of the Nerves, and ſtunning in the Head, 
2 raving Fancy, and an odd Sort of Stifneſs in the whole Bo- 
dy, which made the famouſeſt Phyſicians then ſay (as they after- 
wards alſo depos'd upon Oath) that Father Maftrilli could not 
poſſibly recover without a Miracle. But what took away all Doubt, 
was that he could not open his Teeth to take any Nouriſhment, 
nor even to ſwallow any liquid cordial, beſides a ſettFd Coldneſs 
| over all the Body, which they could not remove, by the Force 
of Fire it ſelf. | 
After his Hurt, there appear'd to him (and that frequently 
too) a Man clad in white, with a Croſs at his Breaſt, like a 
Knight of ſome military Order, and ask'd him whether he would 
rather live or die? And whether he ſhould intercede for him to Al- 
mighty God for the Taper, or the Pilgrim's Staff? which he then held 
in his Hands? The Father anſwer'd he was indifferent to either, 
Tttz As 
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red with God's greater Glory. Another Day, the { 
2448 hin whether God Seas have bim die ? (for that Is 10 | 


nified by the Taper) or go into the Miſſion, as the Pilgrim's Staff 


denoted. The Saint reply'd he would conſult Almighty God 
upon it, and return him an Anſwer. fy" 
By one of Father Maſftrill”s Letters, to Father Anthony Tel; 
(which we ſhall cite afterwards) it's plain this Knight was 
St. Francis Xaverius, who frequently viſited him. in his Sickneſs, 
exhorting him to put his Truſt and Confidence in God. 
The fame Father alſo, writing afterwards an Account of 


what happen'd in this Sickneſs to a Religious Man of his 


own Order, ſays; thoſe D were 4 continual Paradice to me, nothin 
but celeſtial Viſits, happy dings, wonderful Changes, and divine 
Conſolations. I have experienc'a of late ſeveral of thoſe Things which 
were then foretold, the Reſt are ſtill conceald from my Know- 
ledge. 2 
On the 2d of January, the ſick Man being reduc'd to Extre- 
mity, humbly crav'd Leave of his Superiour to vow a Miſſion to 
the Indies in caſe he recover'd, and the Superiour to encreaſe 
his Merit, yielded to the Requeſt. From that Moment, he 
pray'd continually for Indies or Death, and in Regard Father 
General had given him ſome Hopes of that Miſſion, he made them 
lodge the letter under his Bolſter, all the Time of his Sickneſs, 
as a Pledge of his Promiſe. Towards Night, he receiv'd the 
holy Extreme - Unction, for his Teeth were ſo cloſe ſhut, that he 
could not poſſibly take the Viaticum. The Heavenly Knight com- 
ing no more to viſit him, he deſir'd them to place at his Bed - ſide 
a Picture of St. Francu Xaverius, | 

The Infirmarian brought one out of the next Room to the Like- 
neſs of a Pilgrim with a Staff in his Hand, and the Event ſhew'd 
that the Choice of this Piece was by the ſpecial Appointment of 
divine Providence. The Father pray'd to him without Inter- 
miſſion, and made them apply*his Relicks to his Throat, that 
by his powerful interceſſion he might not die without the holy 
Viaticum. Next Morning being aſſur'd (by ſwallowing a com- 
mon Hoſt) that he was in a Condition o receiving, they ad- 
miniſter'd him the holy Sacrament, and from that Time, he look d 
every Moment for Death. In the Night, as the Fathers were 
all about his Bed- ſide, he cry'd out, To morrow Morning 1 intend to 
celebrate holy Maſs: The Religious believing him delirious, ask'd, 
whether he would ſay intheChurch or in Heaven? For that (reply'd 
the ſick Man) 1 know not, but I am told (pointing to one that had 
ſpoke to him) hat 7 ſhall celebrate holy Maſs in the Morning, wit bous 


en- 
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wentioning the Place. Father Vincent Caraffa then Rector of that 


College, and afterwards General of the Society, watching by his. 
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Bed-tide that Night, the ſick Man talk d to him perpetually about. 


his Voyage to the Indies. 

But theſe Diſcourſes were all interpreted as the Effect of a light 
Brain, which commonly runs upon what it loves. Several Pa- 
thers continu'd in the Chamber with him all Night, and amongſt 
the Reſt, one Father Ceſar Recupitus, a Perſon famous in the World 
for his Piety and Learning. The ſick Man cal'd to him in a. 
low and dying Voice, faying, he ſaw a far off, a Light more re- 


ſplendent than the Sun it ſelf, and a little after, behold (ſaid he ) 


a bright Cloud deſcending from Heaven, and in the Middle of it, Sr. 


Francis Xaverius, more radiant than the Sun Beams, and with a 
ſweet and charming a Countenance, that (as he confeſs'd after- 


wards) it was not then'in his Power to be troubled or fad. 
The Father gathering by his Diſcourſe, that God was pleas'd 
to comfort him before his Death, began to diſcourſe him of Hea- 


ven and Eternity. In that mean Time, the ſick Man heard a 


Voice calling him low down by his Name, Marcellus, Marcellus ! 
The ſick Man not a little ſurpris'd, cry'd out, I dont well hear what 


you ſay, and pointing to the Company to be ſilent, fix d his Eyes, 


and remain'd in this Poſture for a conſiderable Time. Some while 
after, he heard the ſame Voice a ſecond Time, and immediatly to 
the Aſtoniſhmeat of all, he turn'd himſelf in his Bed, whereas 
before he could not move, and lean'd towards the Wall, where 
the Picture of St. Francis Xaverius hung, ſaying, The Voice comes 
from hence. The Fathers liſten'd attentively to hear what paſs'd, 
for it was plain he diſcours'd with ſome or other, but yet they 
could not poſſibly make out what was ſaid. 

The Father at this Time, ſaw diſtinctly St. Francis Xaverius ſtan- 
ding betwixt him and the Picture, he appear'd clad in a Pilgrim's 
Weed to the ſemblance of the Picture, with a reſplendant Coun- 
tenance and Majeſty more than human. The Saint then fixing 
his Eyes upon him with a pleaſant Smile, put the Queſtion, Mar- 
cellus, What do you here? Mou d you rather die, or goto the Indies? 
As God ſees moſt convenient (reply'd the Father.) But don't you re- 
member (continu'd the Saint) that Teſterday, you made a Vom before 
Father Provincial to go to the Indies, if God reſtor'd you to your Health? 
I remember it very well (ſaid the Father.) Go then (added the Saint) 
and renew the Vow as I ſhall ſuggeſt. Then the Saint recited the 
Vow according to the Formula of the Society, and Marcellus re- 
peated it after him, adding to thoſe of Poverty, Chaſtity and Obe- 


dience, that of Going to the Indies, as he had done the Day before 
to 


* 
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to Father Provincial, and concluded with this Prayer, that, Gd 
bythe Interceſſion of St. Francis Xaverius would give him Grace to ſhed 
his Blood for his holy Name. © | 

So ſoon as he had made the Vow, the Apoſtle of the dies 
ask'd him if he had any Relicks of the holy Croſs ? With that 
the Father preſented him with his Reliquary, and the Saint 
commanded bim to apply it to the affected Part. The lick 
Man did às he was order'd, and laid it on his Temple, bot 
the Diſtemper, as the Saint told him, did not lye there, but on 
the back of his Head, and immediatly he ſhifted it to that Place. 
Then St. Xaverizs appointed him to recite a devout Prayer in Ho- 
nour of the holy Croſs, for obtaining the Crown of Martyrdom, 
which (as he ſaid) be had not merited himſelſ with all his Labours, 


Moreover, he oblig'd him to renounce Country, Relations, Friends, 


and all that might poſſibly obſtru& his Voyage to the Indies, and 
ſo diſappear'd, leaving him perfectly cur'd without either Feaver, 
Defluction, Weakneſs, Palſey, or Convulſion; in a Word, as 
whole, vigorous and ſtrong as formerly in State of Health. 
For Proof of the Miracle, he apply'd himſelf to the Infir- 
marian, ſaying, Father I am hungry, pray give me to eat, The Reli - 
gious were all amaz'd to hear a dying Man cry for Meat, - howe- 
ver to humour him they brought an inconſiderable Morcel ſhred 
very ſmall, as believing him in an ill Diſpoſition to ſwallow. With 
that, he ſet himſelf up an End in Bed, defiring they would all joyn 
with him in a ſhort Prayer to St. Francs Xaverins, as allo to 
repeat this Verſicle three Times. St. Francis Xaverius pray 
for , to which he anſwer'd, that I may be. worthy of thy Pro- 
miſjes. x * 
This done, he eat without Difficulty, telling them he was cur'd 
by the Interceſſion of St. Francis Xaverins, that he found him- 
ſelf in ſound and perfect Health, and would ſay Maſs the next 
Morning. The Religious who were preſent finding the Feaver 
had left him, and that he eat his Meat, cry'd out with a gene- 
ral Voice, a Miracle! a Miracle ! The Reſt of the Fathers alſo 
allarm'd at the Noiſe, ran immediatly to the Infirmary, and finding 
ſo ſuddain and wonderous a Change, began the Te Deum, before 
the Saint's Picture. This done, the Father roſe by himſelf, 
put on his Cloaths, and proſtrated before the Saint's Picture 
to give Thanks for his Recovery. What's more, taking the 
Bands and Plaiſters from his Head, it appear'd whole and 
entire, and with Hair on't, as if it had never been hurt. | 


The 
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The Rector (at the Father's Requeſt) having diſmis'd the: 
Company, he related to him the whole Story, and ſet it all down in 
Writing with his own Hand. Next Day being the 4th of Far. 
1634, he celebrated Maſs at St. Xaverius's Altar, before an in- 
finite Croud of People, who reſorted thither upon Report of 
the Miracle. The Day after again, he took up his ordinary 
Functions, and the fourth Day went to Nola, where he watch'd 
Day and Rat for eight Days together, to aſſiſt his Mother at 
her Death. | | 4 end Oct LY 


V. QT 4 WA: 7 14 — 
From this Time alſo he took the Name of Francis in Honour F 7 
or the In- 


of the Apoſtle of the Indies, and made a Vow to refuſe no- 
thing that was ask'd in his Name. ning receiv'd Leave from 
Father General to go for the Indies, he ſet forward without De- 
lay. Being on his Journey, the King of Spain ſtopp'd him ſome 
Days at Court, and diſcours'd him for Hours together in his 
Cabinet concerning, the late Miracle, which made-both him and 
the Queen weep for Joy. They took from him all the Pictures 
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dies. 


he had caus'd to be drawn of this Saint, in Relation to the 


Manner of his Apparition. It's not to be expreſs'd what Ho- 
nour was done him, both by his Catholick Majeſty, and the 
Reſt of the Court. Every one look d upon him as aà Saint, 
deſtin'd to Martyrdom. He obtain'd by this Prince's Means 
forty Religious of his own Order for the Miſſion, and conſi- 
derable Sums of Money beſides for erecting a College at Nan- 
gaſaqui, on Condition God , ſhould, pleaſe to favour his De- 
ſigns. 8 | | 

One might fill a whole, Volume with the particular Occur- 
rences that happen'd in his Voyage to the Indies. The Devil 
whom he had lately caſt out of a poſſeſt Perſon, by Applica- 
tion of St. Francis Xaverius's Relicks, threaten'd to be reveng'd 
on him in the Voyage, and in Effect he was as good as his 
Word. Never Man run more Hazards at Sea, = by the 
Prayers and laterceſſion of his holy Patron, the Spirit of Tem- 
peſts was laid and he happily arriv'd at Goa, where he had like 
to have ended his Days with a ſuddain Tranſport of Joy, at 
the Sight of the Body of the great Apoſtle of the Indies. I know 
not ( ſays he in one of his Letters) where I am. My dear Fa- 
ther's Tomb robs me of. my Heart, but Japan at the ſame Time, 
commands it back, and hath carry d the Point. There's no Torment 
in that Iſland which my Soul does not covet. with a longing Impatience. 
Neither Sword, Steal, Chains, Priſons nor Sufferings whatever can ſa- 
tiate it, Ina Word, my Body is at Goa, and my Soul in Japan. 


Melia» 
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| Meliapore is a little Town in the Indies with a Chapel in it, 
Erected in Honour of St. Thomas Apoſtle, who was Martyr'd 
in this Place. The laſt Century there was found amongſt the 
Ruines a Square-Stone, with a Circle about it, and in the 
Middle, the Sign of the Croſs engraven'd in the Body 
of the Stone, with ſeveral Spots, or Stains of Blood in 
it. Now this Croſs by ſtupendious Miracle (as Clouds of Wit- 
neſſes do teſtify ) was us'd conſtantly on all Feaſts of the 
Apoſtles, to ſweat great Drops of Blood during the Time 
of Holy Maſs from the Goſpel. What's more, within the 
ſame Time it chang'd Colours, grew Pale, then Black, then 
Blew, and after Service return'd again to its former Colour. 
When this fail'd, it was a certain Omen of ſome ſad Misfor- 
tune, which happen'd when the Hollanders began firſt to infeſt 
thoſe Seas. But ten Days after Father Maſtrilli's Arrival at 
Goa, ( which fell on the 18th of December, 1635.) the Stone 
ſweat ſuch Quantities of Blood in Preſence of all the People, 
that one might have dipp'd Handkerchiefs in it; and what's 
particular, whereas heretofore it was us'd to run from Head to 
Foot, at this Time it run from the Foot to the Head, which 

in their Opinion, forboded happy Tidings. | 
Another Prodigy alſo happen'd at Goa : Two Images of our 
Saviour on the Croſs, were obſerv'd by Abundance of People 
to open and ſhut their Eyes, and Father Maſtrilli (who was 
calld to ſee the Miracle) hath left it in Writing, that theſe 
Images (to his Thought) look'd towards Japan, pointing him as 

*twere, the Courſe he was to ſteer. . 

All the Time the Father ſtaid at Goa, he liv'd Day and 
Night at his Patron's Tomb, longing impatiently to ſee and 
kiſs his ſacred Relicks. But in regard expreſs Orders were 
given not to open the Shrine, Maſtrilli (who was acquainted 
with it before he left Spain) ſo manag'd the Buſineſs with the 
Queen, that amongſt other Preſents to his Tomb, there fou d 
be a rich Veſtment made for his Body, and Maſtrilli himſelf 
to put it on with his own Hands. In Obedience to the Queen's 
Orders, Father Provincial, Father Superior of the Profeſ#®d Houſe, 
together with Father Maſtrilli, a Maſter of Divinity, another 
Father, and the Sacriſtan of the Church, went privatly by 
Night and open'd the Caſe. Maſtrilli took off the old Veſt- 
ment, and ſent it into Spain, as the Queen had order'd, and 
at the ſame Time put him on the New one, of an immenſe 
Value. Before the Shrine was cloſed, he ſlipt in 9 the 
| aint's 
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Saint's Fingers a little Billet, ſign'd with the Blood out of his 
Breaſt, as an Earneſt of what he was to ſhed in Japan. The 
Purport of the Billet was, That he had _ Italy and Europe to 
come and honour his Relicks, that he haſten'd to Japan after his Exam- 
le, that he left his Heart with him in Pawn, and entirely devoted him- 
7 to his Service, in Quality of his Child, Servant and Slave z infine, 


that he left this Billet ſien'd with his Blood, for a Token of his Affection, 


as alſo by Way of Contract, by which. he oblig*d himſelf to tread in bis 
Footſteps, to the utmoſt of his Power, begging he wou'd' pleaſe 'to 

ant him the Accomplifhment of his Deſires. After his Death 
they took out this Billet, and ſent it to Rome, where it is now 


Before he Jeft Goa bis Deſign was to ſet down in Writing the 
Poſture and Condition of the Saint's Body, and in effect he took 
Pen and Ink to go in Hand with the Work, but the Tears came 
fo faſt upon him, that he was not able to finiſhit. However by 


other Hands we are inform'd, that the Body was ſoft, ſupple, 
e 


fall of Juice and Moiſture, and exhaling a fragrant and celeſtial 
Perfume. Moreover, that he lay on his Back with one Hand on 
his Breaſt, (for the other was tranſlated long ſince to Rome) 
that he had on a rich Veſtment, ſet with precious Stones, his 
Face ſomething LONE, and inclining to Black, his Hair as well 
as his Beard, pretty long and grayiſh, his Eyes open, and in a 
Word, a charming Sweetneſs, and graceful Majeſty in his Coun- 
tenance. ' in enacts ads edt ns v1. 4 Emp 

Father Maſtrili contemplating this ſacred Depoſitum, obſc 
that the Caſe (which was all Silver and curiouſly Wrought) ſeem 
rather with the leaſt, and refoly'd immediatly to make a new 
one. In effeR, he laid out on this Occaſion, all the Money the 
Queen of Spain had left to his Diſpoſal z moreover Don Anthony 
Telles de Sylva, Admiral of the Fleet, and Maſtrilli's intimate 
Friend, added to it 3000 Crowns of his own, in Gratitude 
for a Cure he. receiv'd by the Saint's Interceſſion, and by theſe 
Helps he made a new Shrine, both longer, richer, and more 
magnificent than the former. _ 1 | 

Before his Departure from Go, he wrote ſeveral Letters into 
Europe, which I thought convenient to inſert in this Place, in re- 
gard they are full of Edification,. and particularly inform us of 
the happy State and Diſpoſition of his Soul. In the firſt, which 
was directed to Father Gabriel Maſtrilli his Uncle, amongſt other 
Things he writes as follows. 


Abriss AS Father 
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_ Father Maſtrilli' s Letters. 


Muſt confeſs, dear Father, I know not where I am, whether in tb 
Indies, (the Center of my Deſires) or at the Gates of Paradiſe, 
which thro' the Multitude of my Sins, I dan't deſerve to name. The 
Joy I found. in my ſelf during the Voyage, was ſo apparent, that the 
very Seamen cou d read it in my Countenance, It was not poſſible for me 
to conceal it, yet ſince my Arrival at Goa, it's encreafd to that De- 
gree, that I have not Words to expreſs it. I ſpend the whole Time 
* Confeſſions, near that ever flowing Fountain of Sweet neſa, and 
rown my ſelf in an Ocean of Spiritual Delights. Al I can ſay, me- 
thinks the Torrent of Joy, which overflowd in this great Saint's Breaſt, 
and forc'd him to cry out, Lord it's enough, ſtill runs from Heaven into 
bis Heart, and by new Miracles communicates it ſelf to all here preſent, 
it's here my Fervour renews, here my Deſires are inſpir'd afreſh, and my 
Heart longs after the Voyage of Japan, which Pm now ready to under. 


tale. | 


| 
| 
| 


E* 
| 
| 
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Ile wrote another alſo to Father Evergeli de Gattis at Naples, 
Dated February the 25th, 1636, wherein he lays down the Source 
and Spring of all theſe Favours. 


A oblig*d (ſays he) ta. be always mindful of dear Father Evange- 
1 . By being now at the Tomb of my glorious Saint, and reflefting 
en my finful Courſe of Life, and how little I did to deſerve ſuch Fa- 
wvours, God was pleas'd to ſhow me, that theſe Mercies were all deriv/d 
from your Reverence*s Interceſſion. He bid me remember the Maſs you 
were pleas'd to offer for me at St. Charles's Altar, ſaying it was this 
which drew all theſe 7 upon me. Now 461 2 by your Re- 
werence's | Prayers to 7 ſuch Abuntlance of Spiritual Delights, as God 
i ple as d to infuſe Daily into my Soul, we are mutually oblig*d to be 
mindful one of another. For my Part, I can do no 25 than let you 
ſhare with me in my Labours and Sweat, On the other Side, I hope you 
will not be unmind ful of me in your Holy Sacyifices, which are ſo power- 
ful with Heaven, and in regard their Effects depends on your own free 
Choite, Pt Pa no farther. For the Reſt, we-expett with unſpeakable 
Foy a favourable Wind for Japan, which begins to put in towards the 
Afonth of April. Itruſt in God the grand Source of all my Happineſs, 
and hope by the Interceſſion of my Patron, that at, or before the Tame you 
receive this, I ſhall be entred into the Field of Battle, and near the Gates 


of Paradiſe» Pray for Marcellus. 
There's 
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There's.one Thing in this Letter, that deſerves articular Re- 
mark ? Father MaFrills (before he was ordain'd let ) being 


one Day in the Sacriſty of the Colledge at Naples with Father 


Gabriel Maſtrilli his Uncle, it happen'd that Father Evangeliſt, 
who was ready Veſted for the Altar, wanted a Server at 2 7 
Father Gabriel, who took Notice of it, deſir'd his Nephew to 
aſſiſt him. Go (ſaid he) Brother Marcellus and ſerve Father E- 
vangeliſt's' Maſs. Maſt willingly (reply'd the young Man and 
immediatly he took the Book. The Father made ſome Difficulty 
at firſt to accept of the Proffer, hut the youn Maa being very 
preſſing, and deſiring he wou'd be mindful of him in the Holy 
Sacrifice, he yielded, and ſaid the 24aſs for his Intention. Now 
Maſtrilli had afterwards a Revelation at Goa (as is plain by the 
Letter above) that he was indebted to Father Eangeliſt, and his 
own ſmall Piece of Service, tor all the Favours he had receiy'd, 
ſo great is the Merit of the Holy 24aſs, and ſo much it imports us 
to maſter our ſelves in little Things, for perchance had A aſtrilli 
ſlipp'd this Occaſion, and neglected to comply with that holy 
Inſpiration, he had never been Saint nor Martyr. . |. | 

To this ſecond Letter Iil add a third to Don Anthony 


wy. Tele de 
Sylva, Admiral of the Fleet, with whom he ſail'd to the dies, 
and Ido it on this Account too, becauſe it helps to confirm the 
miraculous Apparition of St. Francis Naverius. 8 


| Jeſus, Mary, Francis 
Grace and Peace in Teſus Chriſt. 


Eear Anthony Telles de Sylva, the well-belovd Son of my Soul, 
| Companion in Voyage, and Friend of myHeert, God Commands me 
to leave you, St. Francis Xaverius calls me to Japan. I cheerfully 
obey the Orders, in regard tbe Ton of that great Sacrifice approache 
wherein 1 muſt cleanſe my Soul by the Effuſion vo my Blood, and Preac 
by Wounds, what they will not permit to be ſaid by Word of Mouth. 1 
retain you in my Heart, as if you were transforwd into my ſelf. IA 
Accompan in 
Partner 4 ge inmy Hs s,' I'll wait on " e- 
ſent with you among Mt yaur Friends, and you ſhall bear me Company too, 
amongit Executioners in Priſers and Fetters, Tou ſhall ſhare with me 
on the Day of Triumph, have for your ſelf the better Part of my 
Blood, which I now offer up for you. Be plea d to accept of this ſmall 
Ds Ts Vuu2 | Tribute 


ON 


515 


Thought to Lisbon, and you ſhall follow me to Iapan 
ou Home, and be pre- 
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rr + Tribute of Gratitude, from à poor Religious Mar, and your oblig'd Ser- 


vant... | e 

 Rementber Marcellus, whom you ſo tenderly lov'd and careſ#d, and 
when you hear I am Tormented, and put to Death in Japan, ſay one 
Ave Mary in Honour of my Saint, and congratulate with your Friend 
Tor his happy Lot. PII endeavour to let you have the firft# News of 
Things as they fall out. he Time does not ſerve as yet, but take my 
Word, PI always be the ſame to you I formerly was, and ſeek to ſupply 
in the other * World, what I can't make good ere. Wherever I am, it's 
enougli for you to Name your Re t. In the mean time you ſhall ſhare 


with me in the little Good I do here, in Honour of my dear Father 
Sr. Francis Kaverius, for the Glory of God. May it pleaſe the Divine 
Majeſty; to let him viſit You as he did me in his White Robe, with 4 
Croſs on his Breaſt, and the Taper and Pilgrim's Staff in hi Hand, 
follow with the Celeſtial Troop which us'd to wait on him. May he 
help and aſſiſt yowin all your Undertakings. Beg be won't retard for my 
many Sins, the Wounds I'm to receive in Head and Legs, but that I may 
ſuffer all manner of Torments, and ſo enter into Poſſeſſion of the In- 
finite Good, if more can be deſir'd than what he gives me at this preſent, 
© Good God how foolijhly do I talk, but this betwixt our ſelves, till we 
meet again. | Farewell, farewell a Thouſand Times. Reſt ſatisfy'd fox 
all Things will proſper with you. 0 5 


Marcellus Francis Maſtrilli. 


11 49 0 


The Indian, and your 
 Aﬀettionate Servant. 


One may ſee by this Letter, that the Apoſtle of the /ndies 
was us'd to viſit him with that noble Retinue he mentions, as 
alſo in what Manner he appear'd to him at Naples, that he fore- 
told what was to happen in Japan, and that Telleſe's Affairs, 
which look'd then with an ill Aſpe&, would ſucceed and proſ- 


er. * | (Mm, 5 8 ! | 
He . The Seaſons and Winds now preſenting, he imbark'd for 
berks for Jupan. I ſhall not inſiſt upon his Perils at Sea, and how God 
Japan. Fby the Interceſſion of St. Francis Naveriu) deliver'd him from 
Tempeſts and Pyrates. Nor ſhall I mention his Vertues, Devo- 
tion, and Mortification, which would take up a whole Volume 


by themſelves. Being Arriv'd beyond all Hopes, at the * 
* . | * 
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the Goyernour in the Strength of Confidence in his Virtues, took 
him out with him to a War, which he had newly begun againſt 
the Barbarians, and by his Merits (as he bcliev'd) conquer'd the 
Enemy after an extraordinary Manner. The Father preſſing to 
fit him out a Ship for Japan, he readily granted the Petition, but 
the main Difficulty was, how. to meet with a Pilot that would 
venture to run him on Shoar in the Ilan. | | 
The Governour having at that Time one in Hold, and under 
Sentence of Death too, for tranſporting Religious into Napa f 
gainſt his Orders, promis'd him a Pardon, and conſiderable Re- 
compence beſides, in caſe he wou'd put Maſtrili on Shoar in ſome 
Creek. In the mean Time the Father made a general Confeſſion, 
and diſguiling himſelf like a Chizeze, imbark'd under Pretence of 
going for China, but towards Night he chang'd his Dreſs, and ap- 
pear'd before the Governour, A-/a Japoneze to take his Leave, to- 
ether with ſome Faponian Chriſtians, whom Fear of Torments had 
oro d out of the Coffjʒ ET ER 217 DOG 
The Father was half Tranſported out of himſelf with joy, 
to be ſo near the Place of his Martyrdom, but they met in this 
ſhort Cut with ſo dreadful Storms, that it ſeem'd miraculous he 
eſcapꝰd with his Life. The F ather encourag'd the Seamen in the 
Fright, with Aſſurance, that ſo ſoon as he was ſet on Shoar, the 
Winds and Storms wau'd ceaſe, which happen'd exactly as 
he had foretold. In the mean time, the Storm grew more 
boiſterous, and Wood and freſh Water were both near 
ſpent, inſomuch, that the Maſter had Thought of putting in at 
the Ifland of Formoſa, but the Wind coming off Shoar, drove bim 
to Sea again, and now nothing was look'd for but preſent Death: 
The Father ſtill; comforted them with the Hopes that God won'd 
ſaddainly relieve their Wants; in effect, the ſame Day there felt 
ſuch Abundance of Rain, that they fill'd all their Veſſels, and the 
Wood (tho' they burat plentifully all the Time,) never fail'd, nor 
even ſeem'd to diminiſh in the Stock. _ "FAA 
lnfine, . within ten Days they diſcover'd an Iſland in Japan, 
call'd Liqui, where they pretended to Land, but the Governour 
being a profeſs'd Enemy to Religion, and having at that Time 
ſeveral Chriſtians in Priſon, God diverted them from this Courſe, 
and made them ſtrike over to the other Side, where they came to 
an Anchor at a little Iſland oppoſite to Saxums, and bought a little 
Boat for the Father to Row up into the Country after he had diſ- 


miſs'd his Guides. 


Next 


* 
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Next Morning he diſmiſs'd the Pilot and Mariners, and 
hambly thank d the Japonians that accompany'd him, for their 


Charity; praying, if they had not Courage to ſuffer Torments, 


to return back with the Ship to the Philippins, tor (ſaid he) 
it's better not to engage in Combat, than to ſurrender, he ſaid this 
with a Preſcience, of their future Fall. The Men thank'd 
him for his Advice, but at the ſame time reſolv'd to ſhare 
Fortune with him. In the mean time, the Pilot and his Crew 
fell at his Feet to crave a Bleſſing, and kiſs his Hand, and 
wept ſo bitterly, that they were not able to peak. The Fa- 
ther embrac'd them every Man, and fo diſmiſs t 
aſſurance of a happy Voyage. 
Amongſt other Letters, which he wrote from Japan to his 
Friends, there's one wherein he foretels, that the Barbarians 
wou'd put him to death, before that came to their Hands, 
and the Event diſcharg'd the Prediction. He wrote others 
alſo to the Fathers, the very Day after his Arrival, to give 
them an Account of his Voyage. I declare (ſays he in the Cloſe 
of a Letter) that as I dont doubt, but the Devil croſ#d our V oy- 
» ſo I new evidently, that Heaven protected us by your Prayers, 
hi I often reflefted on with Tears in my Eyes, eſpecially during 
the Storms and Tempeſti, which were the worſt J ever met with im 
my whole Life. And tho my Sins were the heavy ſt. Buythen in the 
Ship, God (to my infinite Confuſion) was ftill pleas'd to heap on me, 
his wonted Mercies and Favours. | | | 
In another Letter to Father Gabriel his Uncle, he writes 
thus, I know not where to begin, nor where to end, St. Francis Na- 
verius hatb perform d his Promiſe. He refto”d me to Life b 
Miracle, he condutted me by Miratle to the Philippins, «nd Z 
Miracle hath brought me Safe to my dear Japan, where I hope to 
fall ſudainly in the Hands of the ' Executioners, Who" wou'd have 
though, after ſuch a wicked Courſe of Life, to have' ſeen me in this 
Place ? O how ſenſible I am of t Truth of ' thoſe Words, Grate de- 
ends not on him that wills, nor on him that rums, but on the pure 
Mercy ef God, to whom be Honour and Glory for ever and 
err. | | 7 


So ſoon as the Ship was fail'd for the Philippins, the Father 


with the Taporians his Companions, put off with their little 


Boat to Sea. On the 19th of September, he arriv'd at Saxuma, 
where St. Francis - Xaverius landed, but in regard his Deſign 
was to meet with the Emperovr, and preach utito him 
Myſteries of our holy Faith, they alter'd their Courſe, _ 

| ſteer 


hem, with an 


A 
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ſteer d towards Fiunge, where they came afterwards to an An- 
chor in a little Port call'd Sciquiſo, to refit their Boat. 

Going afterwards to Cuto, the Father upon his firſt Landing was 
diſcover'd, but the People being poor and needy, were eaſily in- 
duc'd to accept of a ſmal} Sum of Money, and let him paſs. 
He took his Way then over Land, but ſtill in Sight of his Com- 
panions, who Coaſted along the Shoar in their Boat. Not long 
after, ſome Soldiers going into the ſaid Boat, and not finding the 
Idol about the Mens Necks (as the Emperour had Command- 
cd) they took them Priſoners, and conducted them to Nangaſa- 
qui. The Governour queſtion'd them about the Voyage, and 
what brought them oyer to Japan? And finding they vary'd in 
the Report, put them on the Torture. They all bore up cou- 
ragiouſly in the firſt Attack, but the Torment being renew'd, 
every Man of them ſurrender'd, Anthony Cotenda excepted, who 
died with the Violence of the Pain. The reſt confeſs'd they 
brought over a Prieſt of the Society of Jeſis, who had wrought 
wonderful Miracles. The Goyernour upon this Information, 
ſent Two Hundred and Fifty Men to ſearch after the Fa- 
The Holy Man, partly to ſecure himſelf, and partly to make 
his Way to Court, retir'd in the Dark to a Wood, but having 
kindled a. Fire (on what Account is not known) the Soldiers 
who perceiv'd the Smoak, drew up to the Place, and found him 
on his Knees with an inflam'd. Countenance, but durſt not offer 
to lay Hands on him. The Father perceiving their Weakneſs, 
turn'd towards them with a cheerful and ſmiling Countenance, 
ſaying, Is I Children you ſeek after, do your Pleaſure. 

The. Soldiers being recover'd of the Fright, bound him with ze 5: 14 
Cords, as the Governour had commanded 3 but for the reſt, they len Priſo- 
treated him kindly, and with due Reſpet. At the Moment he “e 
was taken, there happen'd a terrible Earthquake. On the Fifth 
of October being Arriv'd at Nangaſaqui, they eee geg him be- 
fore the Governours, who were not a little ſtruck to ſee a ra- 
dient Beam over his Head, as all Accounts of his Impriſonment 
and Death do agree. = | | 

So ſoon as this Light diſappear'd, they ask d him Teveral Que- 
ſtions. viz. Whether the Governour of Macao, or Manila had 
ſent him to Japan! Whether the Report was true that he 
wrought Miracles in the Governour's War againſt Minda- 
nas? How hedurſt venture into Japan againſt the Xogune's poſi- 
tive Orders? Whither he deſign'd to go, and what was his Bu- 
tlneſs? | | 1 

| e 


. 
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The Father reply'd with a grave and ſerious Countenance, 
that he had never ſet Foot in Macao, that he was Native of 
Italy in Europe, that he ſet out from Portugal to the Indies, 
from the Indies to the Philipins and ſo for Japan to reſtore thge 
Emperour to his Health if yet alive, and teach him the Law 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and this Ar Appointment and Direction of 
St. Francis Xaverius, One of the Governour's queſtioning, who 


that St. Francis Xaverius, was? The Father reply'd, he was the 


Arſt Religious of the Society of Jeſw that preach'd the Law of 
the true God in that Iſland of Jan, and communicated theſe 
Lights to the King of Bungo, and his Subjects. 1's long ſince 
that. Prince died (continu'd the Governour.) Who then ſent you 
hither ? The very ſame Saint, (added the Father) who now lives 
in Heaven, and curd me of a Mortal Sickneſs, by an Apparition 
under a Pilorim's Weed. I have wrote the Story at large, and if 
you pleaſe you may read it. The Governours mov'd with Com- 
paſſion, wou'd gladly have ſet him at Liberty, but the Em- 
perour being ſo poſitive in his Orders againſt the Chriſtians, 
they were forc'd to condemn him to the Torment of Wa- 
ter. 1 | 

There are two ſorts of theſe in uſe, in Japan. By the firſt, 


they Tye the Criminal with a twiſted Cord, to a high Place, 


then lets down the Head into a Tub full of Water, till he is brim 
full, then hoiſting him up, and looſening the Cord, he turns round 
with ſo violent, and impetuous Motions, that it half ſtops 
his Breath, and forces out the Water, with moſt horrid Pain. 


"The other Way is yet worſe, they bind the Patient in every 


Limb, the left Hand only excepted, which hung looſe that he 
might give a Sign, in caſe he deſign'd to leave his Religion. 
Tunis done, they put a Tunnel in his Mouth, and pour in vaſt 
Quantities of Water, without affording him time to breath, 
which breaks all the Veins of the Stomach in the Struggle of 
ſwallowing. Being gorg'd up to the Mouth in this Manner, 
they extend him on the Ground, and laying Planks on his 


Belly, trample upon him till he caſts it out of Eyes, Ears, 


Noſe, Mouth, and all other Paſſages of the Body. 

Father Maſtrilli, was tormented both theſe Ways, on one 
Day. The Second time they made him ſwallow forty great 
Glaſſes endwiſe, inſomuch, that he fell into a Swoon, and was 
given over for dead. But wy a himſelf, Don't (ſaid he to 


the Executioners) wonder, to ſee me faint under the Torment, fer 


the I am 4 Religious Man, I have. not loft” the Sence of Feeling : 
However let my Body faint as it will, my Mind is always frog 
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and vigorous, and ready to ſuffer any Torments, make the Experi- 
ment, and torment me 4 you think fit. | | 

The Faponians his Companions, were preſent all the Time; 
The Father who knew nothing of their Apoſtaſy, eaſily gather'd 
from their cloudy and dejected Countenances, that all was not right, 
in Effect, the poor Wretches themſelves . confeſs'd their Weak- 
neſs, begging and conjuring him by his wonted Charity (which 
they ſo often had experienc'd in the Voyage) not to draw 
new Tormeats upon them by his Depoſition, in Caſe it ſhou'd 
not prove conformable to theirs. 

The Father who in the worſt of Torments, kept the ſame 
Serenity of Countenance, was ſo ſtruck at this unhappy Deſer- 
tion, that he-cou'd not even ſpeak for above an Hours time 
without Tears. Coming afterwards to himſelf, he rebuk'd them 
ſharply for their Apoſtaſy, promiſing ſtill to comply with their 
Requeſt, on Condition they acknowledg'd their Fault, and made 
juſt. Satisfaction, by the Effuſion of their Blood. 5 

The Governours incens'd, becauſe the Father for Fear of pre- 
judicing his Companions, wou'd not ſufficiently explicate him- 
ſelf on ſome Heads (as they defir'd) threaten'd him with 
unhear'd of Cruelties, unleſs he anſwer'd immediatly and with- 
out reſerve, to theſe two Queſtions, viz : Whether he was ſent 
to Japan by the Governour of the Philippins ? And on what Account? 
The Father reply'd ; He came from Manila ts Japan of his own 
proper Motion, and his . Deſign was to cure the Emperour, as alſo 
to inſpire him, and all his Subjects, with the Knowledge and Love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, out of whoſe Church there was no Salvation, and for 
the Reſt, if they put him to Death on this Account, he wou'd be 
infinitly oblig*d to them for the Favour. If you be ſo earneſt to lay 
down your Life (reply'd one of the Governours) its eaſie to anſwer 
your Requeſt, but by what Remedy, do you pretend to cure the Em- 
perour? He added,.;There are; Joe certain Herbs, and Pomder 
which I brong ht over wit h me fram the | fallibly will re- 


5 it h ndies, that in 
ſtore him to his Health, by the Powder he meant the Relicks of 
St. Francis Xaverius,. which he had made up into little Pills, 
and he had ſo great Aſſurance in the Saint's Prayers, that he 
verily believ'd, one of theſe Pills ſufficient to heal the Empe- 
ror, both in Body and Soul. Moreover, he propos'd to have 
them ſet up in the Pagads, one of the Saints Pictures, which 
he brought over with him, and they ſhou'd ſee. Wonders, or 
in caſe (ſaid he) you ſuſpelt the Truth of what 1 25 carry me be- 
fore the Xogune, and if I be not as good an my Word, Pll be wil- 
ling to ſuffer all the Torments.you can invent. 88 

5 Xxx The 
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The Governours ſmiling at the Propoſals, told bim that 
was not the Way to procure Audience of the Emperour, nor 
coud he preſume, that the Yogune wou'd truſt bhimſelf with a 
Foreigner, and profeſs'd Enemy to the Gods, and fo let him 
prepare for new Torments. In Effect, they led him imme- 
diately to the Torture, where the Executioners after ſtripping 
him naked, began to heat Irons, in Order to torment him in 
thoſe Parts, which in Modeſty I bluſh to Name. The Father 
who eaſily ſmoak'd their Deſigns, inſpir'd with the holy Ghoſt, 
repreſented to them, that ſuch Torments were not in uſe in 


Japan, and that barbarous Tyrants were aſham'd to practice 


them even in- brute Beaſts. For the reſt (he added) there are 
other Parts of my Body beſides, which you may torment at plea» 
ſure. | teten Sn 22 1001 
The Horrour which the Father expreſs'd of this Torment, in- 
ſtead of provoking the judges to make Experience of it (as was 
expected) put them quite out of Countenance, inſomuch, that 
they forbid the Executioners to proceed any farther, and ſo they 
degan with the Water again. He was tortur'd three Days toge- 
ther, till his Body was ſo weaken'd, that they were forc'd _ 
art; him back to Priſon, for fear he ſhould die in their 
Hands. = 1 
Soon after the Governours ſent an Officer to acquaint him, that 

he was condemn'd to die. The Father was — with the 
News, and made his Excuſe, that he had not wherewithall to 
gratify him for To happy Lidings. Then he ask'd what Death he 
was to die? In the Pit (reply'd the Officer.) That's welt (continu'd 
the Father) the Spirit is prompt, tho? the Fleſh be frail. However Pll not 
die by that Torment, for it's the Catana (ſo the Japonians expreſs a 
Sword) that's to give the finiſhing Stroak. He foretold many Years 
before, that he was to die by the Sword, and after the late War 
with Mindanao, as one was wiſhing him long Life, he reply'd, 

ointing to his Neck two or three ſeveral Times, The Japonian 

at ana will ſuddainly take off my Head. 1 J 
The Night before his Death, being retir'd to a Corner in Pri- 
fon to make his Prayer, he was ſuddainly environ'd with a Celeſti- 
al Brightneſs, and his Body elevated in the Air. The Guards 
Abnift d at the Miracle, made Report of it to the Governours, 
and convinc'd them of the Fact. Moreover at the ſame Time, a 
great Light was ſeen over the Priſon, but this notwithſtanding, 
the impious Miniſters, for fear of incurring the Prince's Diſplea- 
ſure, gave Order immtdiatly to carry him to the Pit. 
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On the 14th of Ofober, about Eleven a Clock, they took Al- eat. 


the Father ont of Priſon, and conducted him on Horſeback to 
the Place of Execution. He was clad in a ſhort Caſſock, and his 
Mouth gagg'd, to hinder him from Preaching to the People. 
Moreover to render him contemptible to the Eyes of the World, 
they ſhav'd the Right-Side of his Head, and rubb'd it with a 
reddiſh Kind of Earth, the greateſt Affront that can be offer'd to 
2 Japevian; However the Mob inſtead of Reviling him, (as was 
deſiga'd}ſhew'd a real Compaſſion of his Misfortune, admiring 
the Modeſty and Cheerfulneſs of his Countenance, under fo hard 
and cruel Uſage. Beſides : theſe Marks of Ignominy already 
mention'd, there was hung alſo at his Back a large Sheet of Pa- 
per, with his Sentence on it, which was couch'd in theſe 


= Emperour of Japan, hath condemn'd this 
| adman, by his Governours Fidoſuchibara, and Poa- 

ataburo Payemon, for coming into his Kingdoms of Japan, 
to Preach a Foreign Religion, oppoſite to the Lams of Xaca, 
Amida, and other Fotoques Hill Realm. Come all, and 
behold the Execution, for he muſt Die in the Pit, to make others 
Wiſe by his Ele. nes 


Having croſs d the Principal Streets of Nangaſagui, they took 
their Way towards the Mountain of Aartyrs, a. Place conſecrated 
by the Blood of infinite Chriſtians, who ſuffer d there for the 
Holy Faith. Being Arriv'd at the Top of the Hill, they took hi 
off Horſeback, and pull'd the Gag out of his Mouth. With 
that the Servant of God made a low Reverence to the Gover- 
nours, to thank them for waiting on him to Execution; adding, 
They ſhould (ee hom great that God maus whom the Chriſtians adare, and 
what Eſteem one ought to have for Eternal Happineſs in the Life to 
come. , 000) Dio 5 131% 373113 D343 £ 13 
The Executioners interrupted him immediatly in his Diſcourſe, 
and binding him ſtrait croſs the, Body with, Cords, to hinder the 
Blood from. choaking him, hung him as uſual. in the Pit, without 
either Meat or Drink. la this Manner be; contins'd for four 
Days without ever moving his Body, which made the Guards 
belleve he was dead. Upon this one of the Soldiers ſtept up, 
and finding him alive, ask d if he wanted any Thing? Nothing 
(reply'd the Father) but the Glory of Heaven, retire, and don't di- 
| | XXX 2 ſturk 
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rb my Reſt. The Governours preſſing him to ſurrender, and 
2150 Life, he told them, It was ſtrange they could be Sul, of 
fo black a Crime, that he thought himſelf the happieſt Man of the 2 
in dying for his dear Redeemer, and that all Torments ſeem'd plea- 
fant to him, to merit by them bes Company, and Preſence for Eter- 
nity. | Kitt v 
Next Day being a Solemn Feſtival at Nang aſaqui, in Ho- 
nour of the Falſe Gods, on which Occaſions, the People (if they 
pleaſe) may lawfully Reſcue any Criminal. The Governours gave 
Orders that they ſhould take the Father out of the Pit, and Be- 
head him. On the 17th of October then, about Three a Clock 
in the Afternoon, the Executioners took him down : The Ser- 
vant of God 'believing they intended to ſpare his Life, appear'd 
much concern'd, but being certify'd they were to Behead him, 
and that immediatly too, he reſum'd his wanted Cheerfulneſs, 
ſaying, Jt's well, I long wiſh'd for this Favour. The Governours 
were much ſurpris'd, and could not but wonder, that the Blood 
all this while ſhould not have fall'n upon his Head, when in others 
it us'd to flow in ſuch Abundance, that they were forc'd to 
breath a Vein for fear of Choaking them. For the Reſt, this 
Inverſion, and violent Poſture of the Body, is (as ſaid above) one 
of the moſt painful Torments that can be endur'd, and yet the 
Father being ſet down on his Feet, after four Days under this 
Torture, appear'd as freſh and vigorous, as if he had felt no Pain 
at all. | 
He thank'd the Guards for taking ſo much Pains on his Ac- 
count, and falling on his Knees, cry'd out two feveral Times: 
Father St. Francis Xaverius, my Father St. Francis Xaverius. 
It's not knowa whether the Saint appear'd to him as formerly, or 
that he made an Offering to him of the Life he had receiv'd 
his Means. — * ſaid theſe Words, the Executioner too 
out bis Hanger and let fly at his Head with all his Force, but by 
wonderful Miracle, the Steel eng e the Skin, he ſtruck 
'a ſecond Time, and tilt no breach, but only a red Scar, as if he 
had been tied there with a Cord. Upon this he threw down his 
Sword, and ſtood motionleſs, like one out of his Wits. The Fa- 
ther perceiving him in this Diſorder, bid him purſue his Maſters 
Orders, take Courage, and he ſhou'd meet with better Succeſs. 
The Executioner then animated with the Father's Words, took 
up the Hanger again, and redoubling his Blow, ftruck off the 
Head without any Difficulty. 1 


At 
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At the ſame Time there happen'd a terribleEarthquake,theHea- 
yens grew obſcure, and a dark thick Cloud cover'd all the Gover- 
nour's Palace, which put the People into a grievous Conſterna- 
tion. Both his, and Andrew Cotenda's Body were burnt, and here 
alſo happen'd another Miracle. The Flame tho? it blew hard, 
mounted ſtrait up, as if it had been dead Calm. Several other 
Prodigies alſo happen'd at the ſame time, which I forbear to 
mention. 1 be „ | 
One Thing however I can't omit, in regard it ſhows God's 
admirable Providence was over his Church. A poor unfortanate 
Jeſuite, whom we ſhall treat of afterwards, being condemn'd to 
the Pit, after four Hours Time fainted under the Torment, and 
baſely violated his Promiſe both to God, the Church, and his 
Body. His ill Example reflected extremely both on the Chriſti- 
ans, and the Society. Now the ſame, Year that this Religious 
apoſtatis'd, St. Francis Xaverius appear'd to Father Maſtrili, 
and oblig'd him by Vow to go for Japan, te repair this Scandal, 
which he did by hanging four Days in the Pit, and ſhedding 
his Blood in the ſame Place, the ſame Month, and ſame Day, 
that the other renounc'd his Faith, and this to attone for 


his Fault, and ſettle the poor Chriſtians, who began upon the 


others Apoſtacy, to Stagger in the Faith. Moreover, he wrought 
ſeveral Miracles to confound the Idolaters, and confirm the 
Chriſtians in their former Belief. Eor Inſtance of what is 
ſaid, the Father before he left the Philippins, told the Go- 
vernour who had a Mind to divert him from the Voyage, that 
he was ſent thither by St. Francis Xaverius, to repair the Scan- 
dal of this Apoſtat Jeſuit. | | 
Probably the Saint by his holy Prayers, obtain'd his Con- 
verſion. However we ſee what Care God takes of his Church, 
calling a Religious Man from Europe, to fill up the Place of 
this Deſerter. We find alſo, that” Subſtitution of Graces, and 
Perſons, ſo often mention'd in holy Writ, ſo comfortable to 
the Elect, and terrible to ſuch, as he thinks fit to leave to 
themſelves. We ſee alſo confirm'd that Doctrine of the Fa- 
thers of the Church, v:z. That as one falls, another riſes, and 
as one deſerts, another bears away the Crown. C3 
Upon the News of Father Maptrils Death at Manila, by 
Order of the Chapter, all the Bells of the Town rung out, 
and Te Deum was ſung in Muſick. The ſame Method was 
obſerv'd at Macao, Goa, Madrid, and Lisbon; and in every 
Place they kept his Relicks in great Veneration, but chiefly 


at Naples, where they converted the Chamber that St. Francis 
| Kaverius 
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Xaverius appear'd in, to a Chappel, which afterwards was fre 
quented by Abundance of People from all Parts. 

I forbear to mention the infinite Miracles, which God 
wrought in all Parts of the World, by Interceſſion of bis 
Servant, and the rather, becauſe they are all ſet down at 

- large in the Hiſtory of his' Life, now extant , in Print. To 

return then to our Hiſtory, with an Eye to thoſe other glori- 

ous. Martyrs, who illuſtrated the Church with their noble 

Combats. 

The a4mi- One of the more remarkable both for Piety, and Zeal was 

rable her. Father Peter Caſſus a Faponian. He was Native of Omura, and 

— — brought up from his Childhood in the Jeſuits Seminary. Be- 

- Caſſui à ing baniſh'd Japan under the Emperor Dayfuſama, he found a 

F4poxian. ſtrong Impulſe to go and viſit the holy Places in Hieruſalem. 

He travelld all the Way on Foot, croſſing the vaſt Empires 

of India and Perſia, with incredible Dangers and Fatigues. Having 

happily finiſh'd this devout Pilgrimage, he travelld to Rome, 
where he was admitted into the Society by the General him- 
ſelf, he ſtudy'd in the Seminary, and after a Courſe of Philoſophy, 
and Divinity, receiv'd holy Orders, and then return'd to 

Apan, . * | 

2770 make his Way into the Country, like a true Diſciple 

of St. Francis Xaverius, he made himſelf a Slave, and row'd two 

Years barehead, in a Galley. By this means he deceiv'd the 

Guards, and ſtole one Day into Nangaſaqui, where he reconcil'd 

ſeveral Apoſtats, who had gone aſtray for Fear of Tormeats. 

From thence he went to the Northward, where he did wonder- 

ful Services to the Church, but being diſcover'd by the Heathens 

in Jedo, they condemn'd him to the Pit, where he happily 
finiſn'd his Martyrdom, at the Age of one and fifty Years, and 

in the Year of Chriſt; 1639. | | 
The Chri- The ſame Year happen'd an unfortunate Accident, which 
ſtians of help'd to complete the Ruine of Chriſtianity in Japan. The 

— Ton of Arima being ſevere on the Chriſtians in his States, 

" loading them with heavy Taxes, and tormenting their Wives 
to make them to extort Money from them, theſe poor deſ- 
perate People ,gather'd together in a Body, to the Number 
of ſeyen and thirty, Thouſand, and ſeiz'd on the Caftle, which 
they fortify'd, as well as Time and Circumſtances wou'd per- 
mit. Soon after, the Toro march'd with an Army of two 
hundred thouſand Men, and laid cloſe Siege to the Place. 

It's true the Beſieg'd made frequent Sallies, and killd ahove 

ſeventy thouſand of the Enemies, but Provifions being all . 

pent, 
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ſpent, the Place was. carry'd by Aſſault, and the Garriſon, 
every. Man of them put to the Sword, | 


The Emperour concluded this Revolt was contriv'd by the 
Portugueſe, in Order to poſſeſs themſelves of Japan, as alſo that 
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Religion was meer Pretence, to debauch his Subjects, and bring 


them under the Spaniſh Yoke; and theſe jealouſies were improv'd 
by the Heretick Miniſters at his Court, who to engroſs the Com- 
merce to themſelves, render'd all Portugueſe, Priefts, and Religious, 
ſuſpected of ill Practices. To ſecure his State then, againſt theſe 
pre tended Enterpriſes of Foreigners, he put out in Auguſt 1639. 
mo ſt cruel and bloody Edicts, forbidding any Portugueſe to ſet Foot 
in F apan, or even to keep Correſpondence with his Subjects on 
Pain of Death, and Confiſcation of their Goods. . 


The Portugueſe of Macao who liv'd purely by this Commerce, 7,,, Por- 
knowing what Injuries the Hereticks had done them at Court, tugueſe 
reſolv*d in a great Council to ſend a noble Embaſly to the Xogune, Embaſſu- 
and this partly to eſtabliſh Commerce, and partly to beat down 4975 be- 


the Calumnies of their Adverſaries. Purſuant to this Reſolve, 
they. choſe four of the moſt conſiderable Perſons in Town, vix. 
Lewis Paez, Pacheco, who heretofore commanded the Army of 
Portugal, Rodericus Sanchez, de Paredos, Gonzalez Monteiro de Cavallo, 
and Simon Vax de Pavia, all wiſe experienc'd Men, and the two 
laſt in particular, who formerly went Embaſſadours to Japan on 
the like Occaſion. Being equally virtuous and prudent they wil- 
lingly accepted of the Commiſſion without Regard to Dangers, 
as near concerning the Glory of God, the Re-eſtabliſhment ot Re- 
ligion and general Good of the Country. | 443 

About forty Leagues on this Side of Japan a violent Tempeft 


headed at 
Nangaſa- 
qui. 


aroſe, threatening nothing but immediate Death, but by God's 


great Providence the Wind falling, they made the Port of Nang a- 
{aqui behind the Mountain of Martyrs. The Governour Xoiandono 
hearing of their Arrival, ſent immediatly his Soldiers on Board, 
to know who the Ship belong'd to? Whence it came? How many 
Men on Board ? at Arms, and why it preſum'd to anchor 
in that Port, contrary to the Emperour's Orders? The Portugueſe 
anſwer'd they were Embaſſadours ſent to treat with the Xogune 
for re-eſtabliſhing Commerce betwixt the two Nations, and the 
Governour upon this Meſſage, ſcem'd well pleas'd with their De- 
ſign, and offer'd ta ſerve them with his Intereſt at Court. In 
the mean Time, he took the Helm of the Ship, brought all the 
Guns on Shoar in Concluſion, ſeiz d on the Embaſſadours and 
ſeventy of their Retinue. 


— 


How- 
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However he would ſeem all this while to carry fair with them, 
demanding in Writing an Account of their Embaſly to ſend 
to Court, which was done accordingly. In the mean Time the 
Xogune hearing that a Portugueſe Ship (contrary to his Orders) 


. was put in to his Ports, ſeat Officers immediatly to put the Em- 


baſladors and all their Servants to Death. So ſoon as theſe Gen. 
tlemen arriv'd it Ne, the Embaſſadors were ſummon'd 
ro appear before the Governours Tribunal, to give Account why 
they came to Japan againſt the Emperour's Orders. The Portu- 


gueſe reply'd, theſe Edicts concern'd Ships laden with Merchan- 
diſe only, that they were not Merchants, but Embaſſadours to 


treat with the Emperour about eſtabliſhing Commerce betwixt 


the two Nations. 
Upon this, the Judges order'd a Copy of the EdiQ (as it was 
ſent to Macao) to be read in their Preſence, and then declar'd 
they had manifeſtly infring'd the Laws, and as ſuch, ſhould loſe 
their Heads and all for the future, to be treated after the ſame 
Manner, that preſum'd to Tet Foot in Japan. Amongſt other Que- 
ſtions which the Governour put to the Embaſſadours, he ask'd 
ſeveral Times whether they had brought over any Preacher of the 
Goſpel? Alledging theſe were the ſole Cauſe of all theſe ſevere 


Laws. The Priſoners knowing they were to die on Account of 
Religion, look'd overjoy'd and gave Thanks to God. 


What yet confirm'd them in this Opinion was this, going 
to Execution, an Officer march'd before, proclaiming Pardon 


'for any one, that wou'd renounce his Religion. Having re- 


ſerv'd thirteen to convoy the Ship to Macao, Gonzales Monteiro 
call'd to them ſaying : Te Portugueſe that know me and my Rela- 
tions, bear witneſs that I die willingly for the Catholick Faith, and 
be» ſure you tell my fellow Citizens as much. Simen Fax alſo, and the 


reſt did the ſame. 


They walk'd above a League on Foot, with their Hands 
ty'd behind their Backs, Cords about their Necks, and 


- a Trumpeter before them, with the Sentence in a large Sheet 


of Paper. Every one pitty'd theſe poor pretended 'Criminals, 


inveighing againſt the Princes unjuſt Proceedings, for violating 
the ſacred Laws, of Nations. Several offer'd them Refreſh- 


ments on the Way, and one of the Interpreters tho” a Heathen, 
exhorted them to die couragiouſly for he Faith. ', © 
Being arriv'd at the holy Mountain of Martyrs, they fell 


on their Knees, and Kiſsd the Ground bath'd in the Blood 


of ſo many holy Martyrs. The Officers divided them into three 


Companies; ln the Firſt, the four Embaſſadours * 
| en- 


Gentlemen of their Retinue; In the Second, the Chineze Sai- 
lers, and Servants of the Ship; and in the Third, the thirteen 
who were to return to Macas. They plac'd theſe laſt on a 
little Eminence, to the End they might ſee the Execution, 
and make Report of it to their Countrymen. Rodericus Sanchiz. 
one of the Embaſladours, ask'd the Officers three ſeverals 
Times, Whether they them to Death in Hatred of Religion? 
And they anſwer'd in the Affirmative: That's wel (reply'd 
the 5 and I die willingly, for the Love of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | | 
Amongſt the Reſt, there was a Boy of Eleven Years of Age, 
call'd Nicholas. The Maſter Pilot fearing they might perſwade 
him to reggunce the Faith, led him by the Hand to Execution, 
ſaying, Child take Courage, we are going to Heaven, let me ſee you die 
fir 555 Jeſus Chriſt; and his Deſire was accompliſh'd. | 
The Governour having given the Signal, the Executio- 
ners took up their Arms, and drew up every one to his Man. 
10 all cry d out Jeſus Maria, and immediatly they took off their 
Heads. | | | 5 
After the Execution was over, the Interpreters turn'd to the 
Thirteen that remain'd, ſaying, Goto Macao, and tell your Fellow 
Citizens, that theſe generous Chriſtians, who died in Defence of their 
Religion, ſhew'd as great Conſtancy as any that ſuffer d for the ſame 
Cauſe. In effect, they every Man of them to the Number of 
Sixty One, honour'd their Religion with invincible Fortitude and 
Courage to the laſt Breath. r dee 
Theſe Thirteen were all committed to Priſon, next Day the 
Governour order'd the Preſents to be brought on Shoar, as alſo 
their Moveables and other Equipage,'thea diſtributing amongſt 
them what was neceſſary for the Voyage, they put all the Reſt in- 
to- the Ship, and burnt it before their Eyes. This done, they 
led them once more to the Place of Execution, to ſhow them the 
Heads of their Companions, which were ſet on a Row upon 
Planks. As for the Bodies they enterr'd them near a little 
Hut, and ſet up a Stake with the following Declaration up- 
on it. | 
OR the, Future, Let none ( ſo long as the Sun IA 
minates this World ) preſume to Sail to Japan, not 


even in Quality of Embaſſadours, and this Declaration never 
to be Revok'd on Pain of Death. x | 
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The Thirteen Portugueſe being pat on Board, return'd Home 
to Macao. Upon Sight of the Veſſel, every one haſten'd to the 
Port to hear the News, and were ſtrangely ſtruck at the Death of 
ſo many brave Men. But afterwards coming to underſtand, that 
they ſuffer'd for the Faith, the Scene chang'd into an Univerſal 
Joy. The Cathedral Chapter, by Direction of the Grand Vicar, 
as alſo the Superiours of all Religious Houſes met, and Jvridi- 
cally interrogated the Thirteen Portugueſe concerning what had 
paſs'd, and finding them conſtant and unanimous in the former 
Depoſition, Orders were given to Ring all the Bells in Town af- 
ter the Cathedrals, as alſo to diſcharge the Artillery round the 
Town, Walls, Caſtle, and Ships ; and laſtly to expoſe the Bleſſed 
Sacrament, to ſing Te Deum, and keep Holy-Day for Twenty 
Days together, by Way of Thankſgiving for the happy 
News. 35 

After the late bloody Execution, the Ports of Japan were ſhut 
to all Portugueſe, Prieſts, and Miſſioners, and none but Hollander: 
to have Communication with that Ifland, in regard they pro- 
teſted againſt the Roman Religion, tearing the Pictures of Jeſus 
Chriſt to Pieces, (as themſelves confeſs) and trampling the Cruc ifi 

Ine plori- under their Feet. | 

oc 51... Theſe add, that four Jeſuites were cruelly tormented at Nanga- 

trdom of ſaqui in their Preſence, and ſet down ſeveral Particulars. The 

Father Reſt we have from other Hands at Manila and Macao, which 1 

— ſhall faithfully ſet down in this Place. | 

” fow After Father Maſtrilli's Death, there were only five Feſuites 

ober Com. left in all Japan, the Reſt (to the Number of Fourſcore) bei 

panions. All put to Death in the Heat of the Perſecution ; and they ſearch' 
ſo narrowly after theſe five too, that they were forc'd to lie in 

Deſerts and Caves to ſecure themſelves, infomuch, that the Flock 

was now left quite deſtitute of all Help. It's true, there were Jeſuites 

ſufficient at Macao, who would gladly have ventur'd their Lives 
on this Occaſion, if the Magiſtrates of the Town upon the late 

Miſcarriage of the Embaſſadours had not interpos'd. It was 

thought more convenient to yield a While to the Iniquit 

of the Times, and wait a more favourable Opportunity, which 
prov'd no little Mortification to theſe brave Miſſiogers, 
who came from the other World on this very Deſign, to 

_ the Crown of Martyrdom in the Fires and Pits ef 

apan. th) * K* | Av wt 

But he that diſtinguiſh'd himſelf on this Occaſion, was Father 

nt hon) Rubin of the Society of Jeſus, Native of Piemont. Being 
ready at Macao to croſs over to Japan by the firſt Opportunity, 
Letters 
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Letters came from Father Genera! to appoint. him Y3ſitor of 
China and Japan. The Father was like one Thunder-ſtruck at 
the News, but upon ſecond. n believing this wou'd 
facilitate his intended Enterpriſe, he took Courage and ſub- 
mitted, tho' not without great Reluctance to the Charge. 

All Art imaginable was us d to divert him from the Thoughts 
of that Voyage: They repreſented that being now Viſttor of 
China and Japan, he ought not to expoſe = Life to ſuch 
evident Hazard, which at this Time particularly, was ſo neceſ- 
ſary both for the Society and Chriſtianity, in theſe two vaſt 
Empires; moſt of all, when his Death was like to do no good, 
but rather prejudice the common Cauſe. The Father reply'd, 
that by Office of Viſſtor, he was oblig'd to viſit in Perſon thoſe 
under his Charge, that his Religious in Japan, being in continual 
Danger of Torments and Death, he ought in Duty to animate 
them, that a good Shepherd was oblig'd to lay down his 
Life for his Flock, and ſeek after the ſtray'd Sheep, that ſince 
an unfortunate jeſuite had yielded under the Torments, and by 
his Apoſtaſie ſcandaliz'd the Faithful, diſhonour'd his Body, and 
caſt a Reflection on the Church, he ought like Father Maſtrilli, 
to go and look after him; Who ems (Mid he) but God may touch - 
his Heart ? At leaſt, If can't move him with my Diſcourſe, I ſhall 
edify the Chriſtians by my Death, and revive the Faith of ſuch ar fag: 
ger upon this abominable and ts For the Reft(he added) 
it's impoſſible for me to reſiit God's Call, tho it coſt me a thouſand Lives, 
and being Superiour in Cheif, you ought to ſubmit to my Opinion. He 

b Ahn for the Voyage with nine Companions of his own 
Order, whom he deſign'd to take along with him. But in Re- 
gard it was thought more convenient to divide themſelves into 
two Companies, he took with himſelf theſe four, vic. Father Albert 
Mecinki, Father Anthony Capers, Father James Morales, and Fa- 
ther Francis Marquez, ordering the Reſt to follow the Year 


after. | SY TTKING 3- VIs JAEGI WT | MN 1 
On the 5th: of Jy 1642, he imbark'd by Night with his 
four Companions, Pretence of going for the Iſland Formoſa, 
and on the 12th of Aiguſt, put in at a little Ifland in Saxums. 
So ſoon as the Pilot had ſet them on Shoar they fell on their 
Knees, kiſs'd the Ground, and water'd it with their Tears, prai- 
ſing Almighty God for bringing them ſafe to the Port of Sal- 
vation. That done, they built a little Hut to defend themſelves 
from the Inclemency of the Air, but their Repoſe wWas ſnort, for 
within few Days being diſcover'd by the Heathens, they con- 
| Yyy 2 2 ducted 
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duced them to Nangaſaqui and there ſhut them up in Priſon 
laden with Chains. 5 | | 

Next Day being preſented before the Governours, they ex- 
amined them by an Interpreter (who prov'd to be the Apoſtat 
Jeſuite) Nhat Country they belong d to ? And What their Buſmeſs was 
in japan? They anſwer'd by Father Y:ſitor, and confeſs'd them- 
ſelves Prieſts and Religious of the Society of Jeſus, ſaying, They 
came to preach to the Japonians (tho ungrateful and unworthy of God's 
Mercy) the divine Law, without which it was impoſſible to be ſav'd. 
Then the Governour by the ſame Apoſtate, ask*d, /f they would re- 
nounce the Faith of Jeſus Chrift ? And conform to the Religion of 
the Country, promiſing them in the Emperour's Name, all the 
Advantages they would deſire or even could wiſh for. 7 

Father Viſitor touch'd to the quick with the Propoſals of this 
per ſidious Traitor, and enflam'd with pious Indignation againſt 
him, rebuk'd him in ſo Home and ſmart Terms, that the mi- 
ſerable Wretch had not the Courage to ſtand the Attack, and 
ſo retir'd out of the Room. The Governour ſurpris'd at the 
Greatnefs of his Soul, ask'd if he had heard of the Emperours 
late Edits ? Wherein he forbad all Portugueſe and Caſtilians (but 
Roman Prieſts in particular) to ſet Foot in Japan on Pain of 
Death. The Fathers anſwer'd, They were not ignorant of the Xo- 


gune's Edicts, nor of the Torments that were prepar' d for them, but 


that they had undertaken this Voyage in Obedience to the great God of 
Heaven and Earth, and his Son 22 Chrift King of the Univerſe, 
and this with the Hopes of converting the Inhabitants of Japan, and 
bringing them to the Knowledge of his Goſpel, but ſince this Projett was 
defeated by their Impriſonment, they were at Liberty to toy ment them 
as they pleas d, that their Death at leaſt mio ht bear Teftimony of what 
was not allow'd them to preach by Word of Mouth, Every one admir'd 
and commended this generous Anſwer. & 

Some Days after, they tormented them fo cruelly, that one 
may ſay with Truth, that never Martyrs ſuffer'd longer or 


Harder Combats in that Country. For befides the Hardſhips of 


Impriſoament, they made them ſwallow daily (or every other 
Day) for ſeven Months together, vaſt Quantities of Water, and 
forc'd it out again with Blood, by trampling upon their Bellies. 
What's more itrange, than that poor Religious worn out with 
Hardſhips, wanting Food, oppreſs d with Miſeries, and mangled 
in their Bodies with Torments. ſhould endure, and with Cheer- 


fulneſs too, ſo long and terrible Combats ? 


The Governour not a little vex'd, to ſee himſelf maſter'd 
by their Patience, condemn'd them to die in the Pit. The 
in- 
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invincible Warriors of Jeſus Chr:#, receiv'd the Sentence with 
ſenſible Satisfaction, and falling on their Knees, with their 
Eyes fixt on Heaven, gave Thanks to God for ſo infinite Mer- 
cy. Being then mounted on Horſeback, they conducted them 
to Execution, with their Hands tied behind their Backs, the 
right Side of the Head ſhav'd, their Mouths gagg'd, and this 
Inſcription on their Backs 38755 01 


Heſe Perſons are condemnd of ate, for coming to 
| Japan, zo preach the Faith of: Jeſus Chriſt, againſt 
the Emperours Commands. ; 


Being arriv'd at the Mountain of Saints, Each of them (after 
the Example of the former Martyrs) kiſs'd the Stakes. They 
were all hung in the Pit, and expreſs'd a Satisfaction in dying 
on a Gibbet, after the Example of the Prince of the Apoſtles 
with their Heads, downward. The firſt that breath out his 
pure Soul to God, was Father Anthony Rubin, Superiour General 
of the Jeſuits in China, and Japan. He hung 6 Days in the 
Pit, and dy'd on the 22th of March, 1642. the Day after alſo, 
ended Father Anthony Mecinti, but the Reſt being found alive 
on. the ninth Day, they- took them. out, and cut them to 
Pieces. Their Bodies were burnt, and the Aſhes thrown into 
the Sea. | 

Upon the News of their Martyrdom of Macao, the People 
in Town flock'd, to the College, to congratulate with the Fa- 
thers, for having in the Liſts of Martyrs, a Provincial, and 


Viſiter appointed by the holy See. Moreover, they rung all 
the Bells C Town for Joy, and every thing in the ſame * 


ner as before upon the Death of their Embaſſadors. 
In juſtice to the 1 Memory of theſe Martyrs, I have 
ſet down their Birth, and what remarkable Actions I could ga- 


ther out of their reſpective Lives. 


Father Anthony Rubin (as is ſaid) was born in Piemont, and , ,. 
enter'd into the Society in 1596. Having finiſh'd the Courſe of frat of T. 
his Studies at Turin, he begg'd Leave to go for the Indies, where Anthony 


he taught Divinity, Mathzmaticks, and govern'd moſt of the Hou- — 
e. 


ſes of the Society with ſo rare Prudence that the Vice-Roy 
ſent him on ſeveral Occaſions, in Quality of his Embaſſadour, 
to the barbarous Prince, that oppreſs'd their Chriſtian Sub- 
jets. He was ſeveral Times beaten, impriſon'd and condemn'd 


to die, and always wonderfully reſcu'd by the Servants of God. 
He 
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He ran over moſt of the Countries, which St. Francis Xaverins 
had ſanRify'd by his Apoſtolical Labours, and left every where 
ſtanding Monuments of his Zeal. In the Concluſion, by Orders 
from Father General he was ſent to China, and thence to Japan 
in Quality of Y:/ior thro' thoſe two vaſt Empires. 

To reckon up all his Virtues, would take a Volume by it ſelf : 
He was endu'd with ſo great a Soul, that the very Proteſtants 
who were preſent at his Execution, ſtood in Admiration at. him, 
he was charitable and zealous, to a near Reſemblance with St. 
Xaverius himfelf; whom one World did not ſuffice. To conſider 
his Buſineſs and Employ, one would think he muſt have done 
nothing but travel, and to meaſure the Hours of his Devotions, 
he ſeem'd to have done nothing but pray. In Time of ho- 


ly Maſs he ſhed Tears in fuch Abundance, that the Sacriſtan 


4 


pray'd him more than once either to ſtop thoſe Floods, or uſe 
his Handkerchief to ſave the Linnen, which were continuall 
wet after his Maſs. He never reſented an Injury, or was hear 
to juſtify, kimſclf upon a wrong Information or Calumny. He 
perfectly acquitted himfelf in the Duties of holy Obedience. 
His whole Delight was in ſerving and doing Good to others. 
Being Viſitor and well ſtruck in Years, he ſerv'd his Subjects at 
Table, and humbled himſelf to all the meaneſt Offices of the 
Houſe... He eat only once a Day, and liv'd altogether on boil'd 
Herbs, and thoſe ſo bitter too, that none beſides himſelf could 
taſte them. None could prevail upon him to drink Wine, not 
even in his old Age, or to moderate his Penances, which he 
us'd to Extremity. In fine, he ſhew'd in his Torments (which 
laſted ſeven Months without Reſpit) Zeal and Patience not to 
be parallel'd by any, beſides his four Companions. He ſuffer'd 
in 1643, at the Age of ſixty three Years. 


44 Epi- Father Albert Mecinti (whom the Holland Journal call the 
tome of F. Polonian Father) was deſcended of noble Blood in Poland. He 


Mecinki' 
Life. 


senter'd into the Society at Rome, and may be call'd another 
Staniſlaus Koska for his Fervour, Modeſty, Mortification, Cha- 
rity and Tenderneſs to the bleſſed Virgin. Moreover, he was 
born in the ſame Province, and had much what the ſame Diffi- 


culties to encounter, in Regard of his Friends who labour'd 


earneſtly to divert his Thoughts from a Religious Courſe of 
Life. But what's particular to himſelf: Upon: the Death of 
his eldeſt Brother, he was forc'd to go from the Noviceſhip to 
Poland, to ſettle the Concerns of his of a where his Vertue 
was try'd like Gold in the Cruſable : For being Heir to a vaſt - 


Eſtate, he generoully renounc'd all worldly Advantages, and 


retura'd 


— — 
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return'd back to the Noviceſhip, ſaying, I have now (acrific'd 
all to his divine Majeſty. I have N him m rain 25 
PI fhed my Blood for his holy Name, a kind of Prefage of his fu- 
ture Martyrdom. | 
Father Sebaſtian Viera that glorious Martyr (of whom men- 
tion was made above) being at this Time in Rome about the 
Concerns of Japan, our young Albert by the General's Conſent 
went over with him to the Jzdzes. Being arrived at Goa he 
joyn'd himſelf to Father Maſtrili and went with him in the 
ſame Fleet for Macao, The Ship that carry'd the new Gover- 
nour and Maſtrilli got ſafe to the Port, but the Reſt falling in 
with three Holland Privateers were all taken, and with them 
our Father Mecinti. What's particular, notwithſtanding the 
Spleen and Antipathy of theſe People to the Name of Catho- 
lick and Jeſuite, they did not put the Father in Chains, as were 
all the reſt of the Priſoners. However the common Hardſhips 
were infinitly painful, and eſpecially Want of Food, which re- 
duc'd him to that Weakneſs and raging Hunger, that he was 
forc'd to eat a Cruſt of Bread in the Captain's Preſence. The 
Hollander tend'ring at this SpeQacle, invited him to table with 
os and gave Orders to ſee him provided with all Neceſ- 
ries. 
After a Months Voyage they arriv'd at the Iſland Formoſa. 
The Captain being landed, the Father was now left to the 
Mercy of the Seamen, who treated him moſt barbarouſly, and 
half Aarvd him to Death. Some time after, the Governour 
ſent for the Maſter of the Portugueſe Ship, as alſo for an Italian 
Gentleman, and Father Albert, and receiv'd them after a cur- 
teous and obliging Manner, leaving them at Liberty either to 
go for Macao by the next Ships, or to retire into a Spaniſh 


Frontier not far off. But theſe fair Promiſes ſoon vaniſh'd, for 


calling his Council, he chang'd his Mind, and committed them 
Priſoners to a Stable amongſt brute Beaſts, where they had 
nothing to eat beſides 4 
Fiſh. Moreover the Place being infectious, and the Diet coarſe, 
a Diſtemper fell amongſt them which carried off two Religious 
Men thro* meer Poverty and Want of Neceſſaries. Father 
Albert alſo being handled much after the ſame Manner, luckily 
bethought himſelf of a Remedy. He bad formerly ſtudy'd Phy- 
ſick with Deſign to find eaſie Acceſs to the Heathens, under 
their Diſtempers, for the Cure of their Souls. By great Pro- 
vidence he recover'd the Governour's Son, who was deſpair'd 


of by the Phyſicians and ſeveral other ſick Perſons, even thoſe 
too 


— 
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too that were tormented by the Stone, and this by one po- 
tion which he himſelf prepar'd. A Calviniſt Miniſter finding 
him work ſuch ſtrange Cures, led him one Day into the Fields, 
and preſs'd earneſtly to know what Herbs he us'd for this 
wonderful Compoſition ? Which he readily granted. In fine, 
after ſix Months Captivity, refuſing to accept of very conſi- 
derable Penſions on Condition he would ſtay in the Country, 
They ſhipp'd him on Board a Portugueſe Veſſel bound for Cochin. 
chiue, and ſo to Macao where the Fathers were ſurpris'd to 
ſee him in that extreme Poverty and Want, reſembling more 
a dead Skeleton than a living Man. 

He continued there for ſome Time, till Father Viſitor was 
pleas'd to take him for Companion, in his Voyage and Labours. 
He endur'd the Torment of Water, with invincible Patience, 
and dy'd in the Pit on the 7th Day, being at the Age of 42 

| Years. 

An Fi- Father James Morales, was born in Spain: Having obtain'd 

; wr, a. Leave to go for the Indies, he refus'd (like St. Francis Naverius) 

Niel ale to go one half League out of his Way, to take leave of his 

Life, Friends. Being arriv'd at the Philippins, they committed the 
Royal Seminary to his Charge, where he train'd up the Nobi- 
lity in Piety, and Learning. The remainder of his Time, 
was ſpent in hearing Confeſſions, preaching, catechiſing in the 
open Streets, inſtructing Countrymen in the Villages, viſiting 
Hoſpitals, and aſſiſting Captives in the Priſons. $2, 

For the Reſt, he was endu'd with ſo excellent Qualities, 
and ſo belov'd in Town, that the People poſitively proteſted 
againſt venturing his Perſon, in the War with Mindauao. His 
Mortifications were rigid, his Prayer continual, and his De! 
votion towards the Bleſſed Virgin tender, and full of Affection! 
Father Viſitor meeting with ſo excellent a Religious Man at 
the Philippins (to whom nothing was wanting but the Crown 
of Martyrdom) took him for Companion to Fapar, where 
after the Torment of Water, he liv'd 9 Days in the Pit, and 

| was afterwards hew'd to Pieces, as is faid, being at the Age 
An A. of 38 Years. N | 
ſiratof Father Anthony Capeci, was born of a conſiderable Family in 
Father Naples, and from his Noviceſhip, expreſs'd an earneſt Deſire of 
_ ſhedding his Blood in Japan. Having finiſh'd the Courſe of 
e. his Studies, he wrote immediatly to the General to beg this 
Miſſion, His Letter runs thus. 


Father 


The He ef Church of JAPAN 


= K — 7 — How, 7 the Religious it thi Sorry 


y beg. ''6 " rhe Bowels of Ms ps 
2 l de yl "that heros Teaſe ro ſin) bim to 830 5 
Is to Japan in ils, — God" thr" his great Alerey Jr 
manifeſtly call him: His Vocation is "no" new Thing, 4s your Pa- 
__ Lom: by his former Petition in the Noviceſhip, but tho Defires' 
won. res of late. After well examining the Bilſme/3 4 


ing it to God, wh hv you Pacer, de td 
a Us, o 


— A mam 
berge e rk with r 

aving obtain'd his Requeſt, he accompany” Father Maſttils 

to. 1655 Philippms, going a afterwards'to Macao, he was wreck? 

in the Voyage, but God ſpar'd his Fife, in Conſideration 

the. Sacrifice he was to make him in Jen. Father Viſitor at 

his earneſt Requeſt; took him for Companion in that Miſion, 
where he died in the Pit, on the 25th of March, 1643. 


1 


An Ab- 


The laſt of this glorious Company, was Father Brant H of F. 


Prancis 


— . — was born at Nangaſaqui, of a Portugueſe Father 
an Mother. His Parents leavin him very! Jag 25 


3 calbd Matthew Sylva (his F old Acquain- 


ran) adopted him for his Son, and brought” "hint up in the 


Jeſuit? Seminary, Where he diſtinguiſh' himſelf for Piety, and 


his Companions with a tender Devotion to the bleſſed Vigin, 


24 AO: 200g) 


Learning. He communicated every eighth Day, and inſpired _ 


inviting them to the Sedality, of which he was Prefect in 


He enterd into the Society, 
Virtues; he wept conſtantly / at Table, when they read the 
Lives and Combats of the Martyrs, and ſpent full three Quar- 
ters of an Hour at Mafs, which was d by a continual 
Flood of Tears, which were ſeen to pour 'down his Cheeks. 
Being danich d out of Japan with the other Fathers, he begg'd 
of Father Nur to al him for Companion in that darling 
Miſhon, who upon Tryal of his Virtze and Vocation, was 


and excell'd in an r of 


pleas to grant his Eu for thos he writes to one of his 


Brethren. 


Re; 7 told you it Was uncerta* u, e 1 ſhows 1550 

Id e Happieſt to ge R bar "this Day being the Eve of 
7 De 

to ſhed their ye in 25 Iſland. Dear Bruther, joyn with me in 


Thanks te hi divine Majeſty, —_— _ Merey. To morrow I g 


to theſe Miſſi 1 0 are deſtined | 
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The Mar- 


and thirty Vears. 


Dm of row'd, artly from Father 
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d. by way of Servant to the Bw bers, - God me Grace, 
. —— them te tlie laſt; The. time . 7850 ere, and Tears 
wil 99 ae, one to ſaꝝ more, * the Mercies of God, 1 
ſhall reach Heaven before Mom. Beg and beſeech him, * be wil 
look upon his ſacred + ie New not upon my Sint, that I may 
re to glorifie his bleſſed Mane, ad e MAE Tron ths 


rw: A enge rr s Nr | 
8 * r 


1 "Being 5 00 oy with Father Viſter, . 
Nangaſaqui, beſides the Queſtion, and other Tormeats common 
to the Reſt, they deliver d him over to bis Friends, to ſee if 
their Prayers and Endearments, could induce him to change his 
Religion, but finding him conſtant and inflexible i — Reſo- 
lations, they condemn'd- him to the Pit, where be — 
Days, and then was cut to Pieces with Sabres His Martyrdom fel 
on the twenty fifth of March, 1643, bang To n Age of fra 


Two Secular Perſons alſo that waited on the Fathers, were 


; martyr'd at the ſame Time, viz. Thomas a Faponian belonging 


o the Fathers of Camboya, and er from eee 
Name is not known. .ohs 8 

All our Accounts from 5 till the Year 16524 are bore 
* de Rhodes, and partly from 


4˙¹ Apo. the Hal rs. Mr. Varen in his Continuation of the P er ſecution 


far Trieſt.; 


. Leave to traffick in — Iſla 


in Japan, done firſt by Mr, isbert, confeſſes his Nation bad 
2 1 ad Sn Condition _ 1 no A 
ciſe of the: Chriſtian Rel, nur over printed B 
5 ark Han Tp. e Thy 8, he) that. we are 70 5 ro 
diſſemble our Fa md aſs for Heathens. For the Reſt, they per- 
mitted them to traffick, 4s bes little Ce te propagere the Goſpel | 
N Pu rh We > * bp 

Father Alexander came: ayer, into . Europe 
France to. inform his General of the. Fours, of . in 
Japan, China, Cochinchine, Tonquin, Hainan, 3222 Laos, Ma- 
cazar, and Malaca, as allo to 2 — new N Miſhoners- 
for thoſe Parts. Having wrote a full Account of Tranſactions. 
in thoſe ſeveral 1 we ſhall gather from thence what 
farther relates to Japan. 

In the Year 1643 (as. he ſays) the Jeſuites ware crory Ma 
put to Death by moſt. barbarous Cruelties. The Chriſtians-whi 
tied to Macao, hearing he intended ſhortly for Europe, gave bim 
n direded to his Holineſs, * the General of the * 


Neu, praying their Concurrenee for g6-cabiſhiog the Chureh- 
of Japan; for the Emperour being wedk, and the Printe leaniig to 
a Change, there was Proſpect, (and that faddainly too) of a preſent 
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Alteration in the Government. The ſame Father adds, that by 


Report of the Holland Merchants, eighty Japeni ans were mar- 
tyr'd in one Town, but what ke writes concerning an Apoſtat 
Prieſt cal d Thomas deſerves more particular Remat x. 
Ooming to Nome in Time of Pam the V, he gave many re“ 
markable Inſtatices of Piety, which merited him ths'Honout of 
pA age Bonn gn 2 infinitly _ 
Company and Converſation, and frequently recited with him t 
Wige Office. Going afterwards to 774 to preach the "bl 
pe} he was ſo terrify'd with the Sight of the Torments that 
were exercisd on the Martyrs, that forgetting the Character 
of Prieſt and Chriſtian, he renouncd the Faith, and of a Diſei- 
ple of Jeſus Chriſt, became his Enemy and Perſecutor. 
After thirty Years Apoſtacy, being one time preſent at the 
Execution of fourteen Chriſtians, who generouſly ſuffer d Mar- 
tyrdom, he was ſo touch'd with their Example, which reproach'd 
tim with his BafeneF, and Treachery, that he could t hold 
from reproving the Tyrants for their Cruelties on theſe good 
Men; declaring, there was no true Religion, but that of the Cri Bias 
and for Inſtance, he was ready to ſeal it with his Blood, The Bonzes 
and Soldiers who were preſeat, commanded him to hold his 
Peace, but in Deſpite of all they could ſay or do, the more they 
raild, the more he lamented his. own Blindneſs, proteſting he 
was ready (and even Acros, too) te ſuffer all imaginable. Tor- 
e bloc out his Sin, and repair the Scandal he hat given to the 
Wren. . 114 1 1 Meg e 
The Idolaters wou'd dare have paſs'd him by, as à Fool 


or Madman, but perſiſting in his Principles, and arguing 
ſtrongly. for "the Truth of. the Chriſtie Region, which be 
had Impiouſly renounc'd for Fear of Tormeats, they gave 
notice to the Soveraign judges, call'd Dexias, and cited him 
before that Tribunal. The Penitent Prieſt, talking before 
them with great Liberty and Freedom, they reſolv'd to bind 
him like a Madman, and Fool. The holy Man was tran- 
ported with the, News, and N they wou'd. drag 
him through the ©Sreety, ; ! 12 this Means be might have the 
Opportunity of preaching hi: Maſter's Doctrine. But this laſt was 
retus'd, for Fear the Chriſtians by his Example might be con- 
firm'd in the Faith. —— they led him to Priſon, and ay + 

FOE: 2 2 or 
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for ſeveral. Dayß to make him regal bat he bat eethe 

holy Man. perkiting gonſtant in his R. ation, they put his 
Death privatly, but in what Manner is not known. | 
Father .. | By the Mer 1 71 —.— we are infſormd that. in the Year 
_ 1648, ſix. do thirty Chriſtians gain'd the Crown of Martyrdom; 
Tub, And forty. more. 525 Year allomias's the Particulars are not 
Rhodes Known. 8 2 Letter f — Kaare Marini, who liy d 
in the bordering Countries, we have Ad 2755 of ſeveral other 
nohle Conqueſts, which our holy Faith, gain d over the Tyronts 


Ws: Ree,» 15 dated in May 1647, and runs thus. 


neze who were baniſh'd out n tell. he, 
oo ee — Ko 


1d put thirty, 0 of ow. to Death far t exper ray 

= Reft, 4 7 Father. of our. 5 705 who bad 5 feveral 

Tears conceal d in 4 Bonze' 5 nk 9 7 Pm inform d 67 the 

2 Handi, that Father Conix 4 Japonian of our Society, 2e in- 
finite 1 and Hardſhips for many Tears, to aſſift-the 

of this poor afftifted 2 720 N three Tears before. 
tne mura there happeiyt 7 1720 Earthquake, w * Fey 4 
great, Mountain, where they ound two Mn. 2470 two. Martyrs Bo- 
dies, which the Chriftians buried in the firft Perſecution with 
this Tſeription. Theſe holy Relicks were burnt by the Empe- 
rour's. Orders. They ſay that Prince, after he had iſſued out the 
late. Proclamation, awaken'd ſeveral” Timer in the Night, c bag on out. 
like a Madman, To Arms! to Arms ! His Favourite Thing N 

it ? He ar N becauſe be had ſeen in bis Sleep an Army 1 
4570 Chriſtians to Death coming to ſeize 2 Crown. 

It was hep theſe 2 would bring him to Reaſon, but on the. 
contrary, be grew daily worſe, and by intolerable Pride, makes him- 
felf to be add in the Empire for a Divinity. Moreover, he i ſu- 
perſtitious to the laſt Degree, believing theſe Earthquakes wil fettle him. 

en the Throne, ar if it oped its Bowels to diſcover the e Bot 


Bones for him te conſume fo Aſhes. So the Letter. 4 n 


We Em- This Unfortunate Price calfd now e the tat of 
— Do. uſama's Race, died without Iſſue in the Year 163 115 
: for Succeſſor, one Quane bis neareſt Relation, but being, 
oy an Infant, the, Empire during his Minority, was erer 
by five principal Lords of the Cöurt. Upqu this Change of 
State, the Chriſtians began to breath again, and not withoor. 
| ome Froſpect too of e bling the deſolate Church. 
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tbeſe Goyernours, partly to prevent, Diſortlers in the Prince's 
rſwaſon that Religion was extinR, and 


Tr 


hor .ehtring.inro the Country, had commanded,” that all Per- 
ons upon Their landing ſhould trample on the Crucifix, which 
diatly repea'd that Law, requiring the reſ 
ot to. moleſt Strangers that aqchor d ta Their Ports on .thas 

Upon the News of this ſuddain Change, the Retigivis and 
Portugueſe, às well at Meaco as Tonquin, aud Cochinchine, were 
preparing to return with all Speed, ſome to build Fortune 

Ic the others to ſave Souls, but theſe fair Is vaniſh d in a 


Moment. For the Governours jealous of the 

about, and declated themſelves as profeſß d Rnemies to. Relj- 
Zion, as che late ge himſelf, cf Song, ON the former Laws 
to be put in Execution, and neither Prie „Religious, rohe 1 
Or Spaniard,» to ſet Foot in Japan on Pain of Death, which yet 
continues to this very Day, by which Means the Hollander: 


- 


have engroſs d that whole Trade to themſelves, as going under 
the Name of Enemies, to Chriſtianity, oO 
Fi cloſe this Hiftory with the'Converſion's 1. Martyrdvit 4s 4p- 
of an'Apoſtate”Jeſhite,' who by his Death waſh'd out the Stain fle Feſw 
which reflected on the whole Church, of whom we may ſay with be, m- 
St. Chryſofome on another Occaſion. I begin | e 
a 


.- | p 
= 


2 Hoon 7 ** Pſal. 3. 


at and. NN nid * no * | * A 
cy of God" hath reap'd Glory from inners Malice, that 's 
21 Weds m a Hurt, and the eb F the 
Juff may ſer ve for u ſafe" Port to Sinners. Pl fhew this Man wounded, 
fallen,” bound, and riſen again viftorious, that we may profit by the Good 
and by the Ill, by his Sin, and by his Repentance. . 

Father Chriſtopher Ferreira jeſuite, was x Perſon endued witk 
excellent Qualities, he Hv'd twenty four Tears in Jan, labou- 
ring with great Edification and Zeal of Souls, bat betwixt n= | 
firmity, Years, and Remiſneſs in ſpiritual Duties, be fell from | 
lefler"Faults into down right Apoſtacy. g. 

„ 3 e „e It 
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In the Year 1633 (ſo fatal to the Church of Japan, when'af 
her Paſtors were put to Death) Father Ferreira being taken z- 
mongſt the Reſt, and hung in the Pit, within three or four 
Hours, gave the fatal Sign of Deſertion, and ſo was depriv'd of 
the Death of the Saints, to live a baſe and wicked Apoſtate. 
The Portugueſe who were then at Nangaſaqui and preſent at the 
Torments, N him either dead or near the Way, fer fail 
that very Inſtant for Macao, and reported that Father Ferrit 
had ſuffer d Martyrdom, but this News was ſoon. contraditted, 
to the unſpeakable Grief of the whole TW n. 
In 1 the Jeſurs have been conſtantly a ſtanding Mark. 
for the Enemies of Religion to ſhoot at, and Envy the Bain 
of Vertue, obſeryes all her Motions with an exil. Eye, the 
Noiſe of this Fall, was ſpread. far and near, and cats“ 
is eaſie to imagine) infinite Scandal both in Japan, and the 
Indies. Moreover, as Stories are generally improy'd by ſe- 
cond Hands, it's not to be Amagin'd, what Reports went 
about on this Occaſion... Some. affirm'd he was married, and 
receiy*'d conſiderable Penh from the Emperour, others that 
- he was reduc'd to extreme Poverty and Want, others that, the 
Seczety. had turn'd him out as incorrigible, and others that he 


* 
9 


had born Office amongſt them 
But theſe Reports alide, what's certain, is, That the Fall of 


fo ancient a Miſſioner, like an Ecclipſe of the Sun, drew the 
Eyes of the whole World upon him. The Seger) which ti 


. 
* 


this Time, had produc'd nothing but Heroes. on the Field 4 
ety an 


Battle, was touch'd to the very rf with the Imp 
5 Treachery of this faint hearted Soldier; inſomuch, that the 
- Mifſſioners. round the {dies were ſeiz d with a ſecret Horrour, 
offering, themſelves like Maſtrilli, to venture at all for reclaim- 
ing him from this impious State. Father Caſi who- died in 
the Pit, exhorted him to his laſt. Breath, to enter again into 
the Combat, and do Penance for his Sin. The Fathers of 
Macao usd extraordinary Prayers, and Penances for a Year 
together to the ſame Purpoſe, and probably God in regard to 
their Tears and blo ene, took Pity. on him, and 


| brought im to his Senſes. ln i i nai 

. This tag Creature after his Apoſtaſie, was rack'd 
Day and Night with a gailey, Conſcience, inſomuch, that he 
grew contemptible amongſt the Heathens themſelves. Anthony 
Sibver a Portugueſe, wrought to him from Narngaſaqui, and acquain- 


ted him with what Reports were ſet abroad. Ferreira * 
t 


1 2 r bs an IST? 9 
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the Meſfenger by Word of Mouth, that he was neither alloyw'd 
Pen, Ink, nor Paper, and ſo eculd not write, but for the Reſt, 
he was ſtill in the fame Sentiments as formerly, and hop'd in 
due Time thro' God's Grace, to give the World à ſufficient 
Proof of it. Now notwithſtanding his Abjuration, the Taponians 
ſilt Iook'd upon him with a jealous Eye, and this becauſe he 
refus'd to diſcover the Fathers Places of Retreat, which. alſo 
was the Reaſon wby the Liberty common to other Apoſtats, 
* — 1 Ns 815 . | ; ahh 25 42 
The European Chriſtians, who traffickd then in Japan report, 
that he cout not ſay three Words without eek Sighs and Tears. 
A TJaponien Lady alſo, who retreated to Macao, de pos d ſolemn- 
ly,” that ſhe had ſeen Beads in his Hands, and deſiring him one 
0 to read St,. Jobs Goſpel, over her, be perform'd the ſame 
wit 
on. 


the ufuft Rites and Cereigonies proper to that, Nati 


This netwitbſtanding, he was tur d oh fourſcore Years of Age, 
before he was reſoly'd in good Earneſt to repairthis Fault. He was 
perpleæ d day and Night (as is ſaid) in his Cen ens, and being at the | 
{ame time Ans and confin'd to his Bed, conceiy'd, a ſtrange 
Horrour of appearing before the grand Tribunal in the Conſci- 
ence of ſuch a Crime, which forc'd him ofteatimes to cry out in 


— 


tdeſe Words, as thoſe who overheard him do teſtify. ß. 

My Lord, and my God! Is it poſſible, that I ſhaud have re- 
nounc'd thee for a ſhort momentary Life ? 0 Lord, Father of Mercies, 
Em ſenſible of ny Crime. My God, my Lord, m ſorry. for offend- 
ing thee. Lord that Created me, Lord that redeem d me by your 
precious Blood,” pardon my abominable Sins, and give Force to this 
Body, broken with Age and Dabours, to confeſs your holy Name, 
that I may ſacrifice my Life in Expiation of my Sins, and Satis- 
ANG RT Rs... II ICT | 

The fame Japoni as add, that they had frequently heard 
him repeat thefe- Words following, viz. Receive, my God this 


* 1 
* 


„f my Will, and ſtrengt bon me with your holy Grate, that: 

7 | 7 *Love by Conſtancy in the Torments, as alſo th J 
hm ar 7 of your holy Faith, which I ſo impiouſly de- 
The Hrathen S hearing him talk at this rate, 
and ſuſpecting 4 Wa notice of it to the Governours 
ers, who came preſe 1 inquire into the Matter. They 
ask'd him concerning his Trouble? I weep (ſuid he) becauſe 1 
find againſt the true God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, _ 

Ann > > 
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I abandor'd his holy Law for Fear of Death. Ton dote old # 
ly'd the Soldiers in a, loud Laughter) ſurely you 9 
Wits. I dent dete (continud the Father) / know very wel 
what I ſay, and. ſpeak . as ſenſibly as I have ever. done. in my; whols 
Life.” 7 rell the Governour I repent for betraying my Truſt ta G 
in whom I believe, adore and acknowledge for ſale Creator of Hea- 
wen and Earth, as alſo that I am 9, 5 to lay down my Life far 
the Chriſtian Religion, out of which + is n Salvation. 2 A for - 
your Setts of Japan, they are all falſe and moif deceitful, and mi 
caft you headlong into e ee 70 , Cr ae A T0 
The Governours Officers | hearing the Father go on at thi 
Rate, made Report of it to their Maſters, Who (by Advice 
the Council) upon the Depoſition of ſo many Witneſſes to the 
Fact condemn'd him a ſecond Time to the Pit. The Soldiers 
pull'd him out of the Bed, and in Regard he was weak and 
not able to walk, bound him Hand and Foot, and in this Man- 
ner dragg'd him to Execution. The Father publiſh'd as he 
pang thro? the Streets, that there was only one God, and one Re- 
igion founded by Jeſus Chrift, who was crucify'd for us, and ex- 
horted the Chriſtians to Conſtancy in the Faith. He was ſo in- 
ſpir'd with the Love. of God, that one would have taken his 
Words for Flames of Fire, the Japeni ans all the Time: admi- 
ring to fee an old Man worn out with Years and Infirmities, 
make fo little Account of thoſe dreadful Torments which he 


was now going to „ a; lh 1 3 
Being arriv'd at the holy Mountain they ty'd his Hands be- 
hind his Back, and hung him as uſual in the Pit, where he. 
livd three Days, calling upon Jeſus Chriſt, True Ged and True 
Man, to his laſt Breath, an evident Inſtance of his Faith, Cha : 
% I .... 1.4 
I know there are Perſons in the World who have impugn'd 
(and that in Print too) The Truth of his Converſion and Mar- 
tyrdom. But as the ſame is atteſted beſore publick Notari 
by Perſons of Honour and irreproachable Sincerity, as alſo 
Feveral. ocular Witneſſes, who aſliſted at his Death, and by Lets 
ters from all Parts, none but 2 prejudic'd Judgment, and Ene- 
my to Truth can reaſonably call it into Queſtion. For the reſt, + 
if it's Weakneſs to fall, it argues Courage to riſe again, If Fa- 
ther Ferreiras's Apoſtacy ſhews, us the N d 
ture, his Converſion proves the Power and. Efficacy of divine 
Grace. Being vigorous and ſtrong, he yielded under the Tor- 
ments and in a decrepit Age, when his Body was Ws Low 
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hauſted, obtain'd a glorious Martyrdom an evident Inſtance \ 
of the Mercy, and Providence of God. 

T don't think the” Prozeftans will pretend to take Advantage, 
from the "Apoſtaſy of this Prieſt and Religious Man. The 
Treaſon of Judas, was no diſhonour to the College of Apoſtles; - 
Tour wi St. James, and ſeveral others (whom the Church 


ours wi e Character of Saints and Martyrs) were once 

er” the unhappy. Circumſtante. Father Rencuids hath In ſpeci- 
drawn up a conſiderable Liſt of them, which thoſe who ſeem i Pieta- 
ſcandaliz'd with this Jeſuit, may peruſe at Leiſure Hours. Ga 
For my Part, I always had an Opinion of that ſaying, of pg 359+ 


St. Chryſoſtome. It's the Property of Man to ſin, of 4 Chriſtian to do 4 7. 
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 VPON THIS 
HISTORY. 


As its the End of Hiſtory, to regulate the Minds, and 

Manners of People by Inſtruction, Ill conclude with 
_ 2 Reflections, which occur'd to me in compiling 
this Work. 


ne firſt The firſt is, of the vaſt Progreſs of Chriſtian Religion in ſo 
Fefietion. ſhort while, and this by the Preaching of St. Francis Xaverius, 


and other Religious of his Order. This Miracle much re- 
ſembles the Converſion of the World, by twelve poor Fiſher- 
men, and evidently proves the Truth of our Religion, as I 
obſerv'd in another Place. 


The ſecong A ſecond, which I hinted at above, is the great Misfortune 
[Fefle$ion. which began, and now ſtill continues, by the empty Vanity 


of a Spaniſh Pilot, and Ambition of the Great ones. 

Several Princes, and great Lords of the Court, had embrac'd 
the Religion, and eſtabliſh'd it in their States, the Worſhip 
of Idols loſt Ground, ſeveral Bonzes open'd their Eyes 
to Truth, and of Perſecutors became Apoſtles, and Evengelical 
Preachers. The Emperours themſelves waver'd, and declar'd in 
Favour of the Church, which made People hope ( and reaſonably 
too) to ſee Religion in a ſhort while, eſtabliſh'd all over Japan, 
and _ Standard of the Cyo/s diſplay'd on the Ruines of the 
Pagoas. ; 

his notwithſtanding; one Man's Vanity, to enhaunce the 
Glory of his Nation, defeated all theſe fair Projects, and 


atterly deſtroy'd the Labours of theſe Apoſtolical Men, _ 
pent 
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ſpent ſo many Years in cultivating theſe barbarous Nations, 
to plant amongſt them the holy Faith. It demoliſh'd all their 
Churches, kindFd thoſe yaſt Piles of Wood, which conſumd 
ſo many innocent Victims, and incens'd the Emperours againſt * 

the Preachers of the Goſpel, to whom the Gates of Japan are 
now ſhut, without preſent Proſpect of future Readmiſſion. 

Some pretend, the Cauſe of this Perſecution, proceeded from 
the envious Deſigus of other Miſſioners, upon the 'Jeſmrs, who 
founded and govern'd this Church under the Wing and Au- 
thority of the holy See. To do Juſtice to Truth, having read 
over all the Jeſuits Memoirs, 1 find they all ſpeak | honourably . 
of thoſe Religious, that went to their Aſſiſtance. They re- 
ceiv'd them charitably in the Country, harbour d them in their 
Diſgrace, and render'd' them all poſſible” Service, both with 
Prince, and State. They complain'd indeed, and not without 
Reaſbn (but modeſtly at the ſame Time) for not moderating 
their Zeal, in the Beginning of the Perſecution, which migh 
have prevented ſeyeral Ineonveniences, at that Time. 


The third Reflection, concerns the inſerutable JÞd 
Providence, who permitted this fair, beautiful an 
Church, to be deſtroy'd ; as alſo the Blood of fo many Martyrs. 
to be ſhed,” without any future Advantage to the People. For 
in the firſt Ages, one Grain of Wheat — to a hundred 
Fold, and the Blood of the Martyrs was the Seed of the Church. 

To this we may anſwer, That the Seed muſt rot before it 
ſprouts, that the Faith in thofe Kingdoms reſembles Fruit- 
trees, dead in Winter and flouriſhing in the Spring. I imagine 
Japan, to be like a Country cover'd with Snow : The Seed 
of the Word of God, which hath been ſown, appears dead 
at preſent, whilſt Winter Colds freez the Heart (I mean the 
Fear of Torments cool Charity) but fo ſoon as the Perſecution - 
blows over, and more temperate Air begins to warm theſe. 
frozen Breaſts, we may ſee Religiex flouriſh again, and extend 
its Branches over the whole Country. | 
It belongs not to us to enquire, what will happen afterwards : 
God only can tell when .this Spring will put in. A thouſand 
Years in his Eyes are like one Day, and the Captivity of 
the Jews, for ſeventy Years, makes us hope, that God ſooner 
or later, will releaſe theſe People from the Tyranny et the 
Devil, tor queſtionleſs, there are ſtill infinit Nicodemns's who 
retain the Faith. But fo ſoon as ſome Empereur begins to 
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countenance the: Cauſe, and God raiſes another Conſtavcine in 
that Part of the World, * theſe a Peopl e. will the . f 
themſelves; and thoſe, who for Fear of Torments were del. | 1 


aftray, will return in Crouds, to the Boſom of the Church, * 
After all, the poor Miſſioners have Reaſon to comfort tlem- 
ſelves, with the plentiful Harveſt which Heaven reap'd from 
their Labours. What Joy. to them now. in Heaven, to ſee 
themſelves eavyron'd. with ſuch Troops of Martyrs, who ac- 
knowledge. them (after God) for their Fathers, Maſters, and 
Saviours, Theſe bleſs'd Japoni ans, can they be unmindful of their 
Brethren ? Will not they one Day, obtain Mercy for the 
| Country? 8 91 ace. Yate 
| I ſometimes think china gathers Fruit by the Apoſtafy of 
| Japan, and the Jeſuits: reap in that vaſt Empire, what they 
ſow'd in thoſe Ilands; for as the Goſpel ſays, the Kingdom 
| of God (which is Faith) paſſes frequently from Country to 
Country, as they oppoſe it's Lights and Inftruftions : We have 
| infinit Examples of this Kind, in all Ages. I know not whether 
| I miſtake, but methinks this Subſtitution of Graces, hath hap- 
| pen d to that unfortunate People, and the Faith transfer'd from 
Jaan to China, in Regard. of the ill Reception it met with 
amongſt the great ones, who prefering the Riches of this Life, 
before the Glory of Heaven, baniſh'd Truth out of their 
| K There are now in China, ſix hundred thouſand Chriſtians, 
daptiz'd by the Jeſuits, who firſt penetrated into the Country, 
formerly ſhut upon all Externs, and Foreigners. They have 
| Churches in all the principle Cities, and free Exerciſe of their 
| Religion, round the Country. It's true, the Miſſioners were all 
once in Chains, but ſince this Perſecution blew over, they 
obtain'd ſeveral Decrees in, Favour of Religion, and many Man- 
1 darins have themſelyes embrac'd the Faith. This ſuppos d, 
nothing's more probable, than that God hath transfer d to 
China thoſe Talents, which Japan bury'd in her Pits, and the 
Chineze are enrich'd, with the Spoils of that Empire. 
[| But what ought yet farther to comfort the Servants of God, 
i is becauſe Religion, muſt, of Neceſlity flouriſh again-in that 
| Aland, if once eſtablifſh'd and ſettl'd in China, The Reafon is 
| manifeſt, For the Japenians (as is ſaid) believe the Chineze the 
| ableſt, and learnedſt Men in the Uniyerſe. They receiv'd 
| their Religion from thence, and in all things do build upon 
| their Authority, as the Standard. of Faith, and good Manners- 
| 
| 
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By this Rule, if China once turn Chriſtian, Fapan intaluoiy 2 


follow her Example, and we ſhall ſee thoſe glorious Churches 


riſe, like ſo many Phœnixes, out of their Ruines, and Aſhes. 
Now there is this Reaſon to hope, that China will ſoon open 
its Eyes to Truth, in regard, that whereas formerly, when 
St. Francis Xquverius made the Attempt, the Paſſage was ſhut, and 
entrance into the Confines, no leſs then high Treaſon; ſhe 
now opens her Ports to Merchants, and Miſſioners, as well 
Secular as Regular, who croud in, to labour in our Lord's 
Vineyard, upon the Credit and fntereſt, which the Fathers-of 
the Society have at preſent with the Emperour. God grant 
the Spirit of Hereſy, may not render it ſuſpected to the Miniſters 
of State; as alſo, that Envy and Jealouſy, may not ſow Diviſion 
amongſt the Preachers, for ſhou'd this happen, the People who 
are naturally quick and clear ſighted, will infallibly reflect 
upon our Principles. Faith as it's not animated with Charity, 
will grow weak, and feeble; and the Devi! will glory, to 
have ruin'd the Empire of Jeſus Chriſt in China, by thoſe 
fame Inſtrumenta, that went over to eſtabliſh it. 
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